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Today, though the fort is in ruins, a number of its walls
stand to a helght of eight feet or more,~and one or two of the
61d buildings could well be restored. Some of the original lay-
out has been obscured, but excavation and measurement should
clear up any question of identity of the surviving elements.
With professional analysis and partial restoration, Fort Selden

round it.

When it was bu11t of adobe and stone, - Fort Selden consisted
of between flfteen andWEWenty bulldlngs, and in typlcal mili-
tary style was situated around a parade ground. Directly en-
closlng this ground were the enllsted men's one- story barracks
w1th quarters for 200 men, a one- story hospltal contalnlng two

wards, the offlcers quarters composed of three conneoted unlts.
the long one-story ‘headquarters building, and the two—story
guardhouse built of stone. Other bulldlngs included a shop and
wasH\Eouse, a bakery, ‘school, ‘non- commlssloned officers' quar—
ters,'a sutler's building, corrals, woodyard, granary,“the
command1ng<3ff1cer s quarters, and, slightly removed from all

the rest an ammunltlon magazine. To the northeast lay a
semsy?rY-

should make an excellent focus for the State Park that will sur+
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

not off1c1ally declared a United States fort until 1870 Located
[near the south end of the Jornada del Muerto, the fort was sit-
uated in a fairly inhabitable spot about one and one-half miles
from the river. At that time, the nearest civilian population
was at Dona Ana, about twelve miles away, and it was for the
safety of small, young settlements such as this one, as well as
for the safeguarding of the post road, that the fort was estab-
1ished. Apaghé/threats in the southern part of New Mexdico were
12l dource of anxiety to the scattered settlers who were

a continual
beginning to populate the area.

Although there were weekly stages from Santa Fe and Mesilla,
the fort's original supply station was 350 miles north at Fort
Union, and the nearest railroad point was 650 miles away at Car-
son, Colorado. These isolating conditions were somewhat offset
by the good climate and the nearby hot springs, and the troops
stationed at Fort Selden did play host to occasional travelers
and haulers, the latter including drivers of the six mule team
yvagons that carried mail up from El1 Paso. In the early 1880's,

9

3 hellograph was set up on nearby Monte Robledo so that the fort
~ould communlcate quickly with Cook's Peak, Mount Franklin, Fort
$tanton, and Fort Bliss. It was expected that by this means
settlers could be warned of the presence of hostile Indians.

In 1881, the fort was brought into closer touch with civiliza-
tion when the first train passed by on tracks laid along the
riverside. However, despite such progress as the nearby rail-
road, and such hindrances as the hostilities of the Indians, Fort
$elden's existence was by no means considered crucial by the
'army."’In fact, as early as the years 1875-77 plans were made to

withdraw the troops at selden and abandon it. Only the apprehen-
slvehess of the area's citizens seems to ‘have kept these plans

Erom”belng reallzed 1mmed1ately, and even this was not an overly
$trong deterrent, since from 1879 80, the fort was indeed aban-
doned temporarlly, and reactivated only because of a rash of f In+
wilan troubles in which the Apache chief, Geronlmo, played a

sromineént role. At attempt was then made by the (cont'd)
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8. Significance (continued)
United States Congress to enlarge Selden and give it a more impor-
tant status, but the War Department did not concur, and the meas-
ure which had proposed Fort Selden as the central military estab-
lishment of the region failed.

For a while, beginning in 1884, the fort's life and appearance,
if not its importance, did pick up considerably, and indeed it be-
came a model for all frontier forts. The new commandant, Capt.
Arthur MacA ur, father of General Douglas MacArthur, spruced up
‘buildings, rganlzed recreational act1v1t1es,'created a reading
room, and expanded the complement of troops to ten companles When
he left with his family for another assignment, the area's set-
tlers turned out to bid him farewell, for he had been highly pop-
ular, not only with his troops, but with the local citizens as
twell.

The Executive Order to abandon Fort Selden was signed by Presi-
dent Benjamin Harrison in 1890, but the last troops were not with-
drawn until 1892, when the p property was transferred to the Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Although the fort never figured in any major battles, its sig-
nificance is nevertheless strong simply because it was a frontier
post. These military outposts of the expanding United States were
of undeniable importance in securing the peace of the still un-
tamed west, and they stand in testimony to the hardships of 19th
century pioneer efforts. The relatively good condition of Fort
Selden's remains makes it an excellent memorial to the period of
American settlement in the southwest.
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SCALE: 1" = 50"-0

FORT SELDEN

(RUIN AREA ON STATE—OWNED GROUNDS)

SOURCE: STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMM.
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