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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The East Main Street Historic D i s t r i c t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, 
workinanship, feeling and associations. I r i s an imposing group of three niid-19th century 
and one early 20th century residences which together i l l u s t r a t e the development of Main 
Street as an e l i t e r e s i d e n t i a l area during that time period (cl840-cl900). These houses 
are on the sites of e a r l i e r buildings that i n the l a t e 18th and early 19th centuries com­
prised an inc i p i e n t v i l l a g e center. The present houses are among the c i t y ' s best examples 
of the Greek Revival, I t a l i a n a t e and early Colonial Revival styles. 'The d i s t r i c t meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terns »f 
other areas within the community. 

The East Main Street Historic D i s t r i c t i s located on Main Street, j u s t west of i t s i n t e r ­
section with Linden Street. I t i s comprised of four imposing high-style houses dating from 
the IB^Os to cl90Q. They are among the best examples of t h e i r respective styles—'Greek Re­
v i v a l , I t a l i a n a t e , Colonial R e v i v a l — i n the c i t y , and although two have been sided, a l l r e ­
t a i n uiost of the i r important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features. The area i s bounded by Main Street'(N), 
Townsend Street (W), Chamberlain Terrace (E), and the rear l o t lines of the houses included 
(S). The boundaries were drawn to recognize the unusually high q u a l i t y of the houses i n the 
d i s t r i c t . They exclude altered houses on the north side of Main Street, far less d i s t i n ­
guished houses on Townsend Street and Chamberlain Terrace, and recent cottages on Barton 
Street. 

Individual houses are described below: 

The Lvman Reed House, 436 Main Street (1844-45; E72) i s the e a r l i e s t house i n the distric^t^^^^^ 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

The East Main Street Historic D i s t r i c t i s i n an area that had developed as an incip i e n t v i l ­
lage center, with a c o l l e c t i o n of taverns, shops, stores and houses, i n the 18th and early 
19th centuries. After the establishment of the Boston Manufacturing Company i n 1813, the 
community focus shifted westward to the present c i t y center, and commercial growth i n t h i s 

^ area slowed. By the mid-19th century, most of the older mixed-use buildings were taken 
down to accomodate e l i t e r e s i d e n t i a l construction. An exception i s the Hagar-Mead House 
(1795; #69) that s t i l l stands across the street. In the second half of the 19th century, 
the east and west ends of Main Streets developed as af f l u e n t , high-style residential areas. 
In t h i s d i s t r i c t the large and imposing new houses were set well back from the t r a f f i c of 
the Great Road and were set o f f by granite curbing and posts which s t i l l remain. At the 
turn-of-the-century. Chamberlain Terrace and Townsend Street were l a i d out and developed 
with Queen Anne style houses of moderate qu a l i t y . The Nutting House, at the corner of Main 
and Townsend Streets, was by far the most substantial house of t h i s period. The area now 
has mixed r e s i d e n t i a l , i n s t i t u t i o n a l and professional use. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Waltham Sentinel, October 30, 1856. 
Middlesex Deeds. 
City Directories, 
Historic Maps, atlases. 8/85 
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Architectural Significance (cont) 

I t i s one of four remaining temple-front Greek Revival s t y l e houses i n the c i t y (see #s 
97, 112, 115) and, although i t has been side'^, and appears to have l o s t one of i t s four 
f l u t e d Doric columns, i t s t i l l retains many of i t s o r i g i n a l features. These i n ­
clude f u l l entablature, raking cornice, pilastered cornerboards, and f u l l - l e n g t h f i r s t 
story windows. Fortunately the siding preserves the appearance of o r i g i n a l narrow clap­
boards. The house was b u i l t by Jarvis E. Goodrich a real estate developer, and subsequently 
sold to John P. Bent then Lyman Reed, both Boston merchants. • • 

The Francis Blanchard House, 42S Main Street (1850-54; E71) i s one of two I t a l i a n a t e style 
houses i n the d i s t r i c t . I t i s an imposing 2̂ : story structure that faces a pedimented gable 
end to the street, but retains a center entry on the'three bay side elevation. Although 
the house has been altered with narrow ^v-idth v i n y l siding, i t retains i t s f u l l entablature, 
raking cornice, pilastered cornarboard, f u l l - l e n g t h f i r s t story windows on the f r o n t ele­
vation, and round arched windows i n the dormers. This house was b u i l t by Francis Blanchard 
and subsequently owned by John Fairbanks; both were Boston merchants. 

The George W. Chamberlain House, 418 Main Street (1850-54; E70) i s one of the most elegant 
examples of the I t a l i a n a t e style i n the c i t y , and also draws some of i t s features from the 
concurrent Regency Greek Revival s t y l e . This symmetrical three bay structure rises 2T 
stories to a projecting gable roof detailed with paired brackets and crowned by a belvedere. 
I t s Regency features include flushboard siding, wide p i l a s t e r s defining the corners and d i ­
viding the bays, entry with sidelights and rectangular transom, and cast iron balconies at 
the second story. Like other property owners i n the d i s t r i c t . Chamberlain was a Boston 
merchant. 

The Charles ?. Nutting House, 446 Main Street (cl900; E73) i s a f i n e l y detailed example of 
the early Colonial Revival style with strong Queen Anne/ Shingle Style overtones. I t i s 
a 2t story shingle clad structure enclosed by a dominant gambrel roof that descends to the 
f i r s t story, and sweeps out to form a verandah across the facade; the projecting cornice 
i s detailed with modillion blocks. The verandah i s supported by a fieldstone base and 
piers with a round arched opening at the entry. A cross-gambrel with leanto p r o f i l e dom­
inates the east side of the facade. Other features of note include Palladian windows i n 
the gables, o r i e l windows with curved shingle surrounds, other windows with broad dentiled 
cornices, and an entry with p i l a s t e r s , paneling and multi-paned windows with stained glass. 
Mr. Nutting b u i l t and rented boats and canoes near the Prospect Street Bridge; he sold to 
Edward P. Sanderson, president of the Waltham Trust Company and a pri n c i p a l i n the E.P. 
Sanderson Company i n Boston, cl910. 

S t a p l e to I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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ARCHITECTLTUL SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t ' d ) 

(i?E70) is one of the few Italianates i n the c i ty with a cupola and the most high-style 
house in this D i s t r i c t . The most recent house is the Charles P. Nutting house (446 Main 
Street, #E73), bu i l t ca. I9OO and a good example of the many elaborate Colonial Hevivala 
that were bu i l t i n Waltham at the turn of the century. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 
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sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 











1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 

East Main Street H.D. 
13-L 



VAirHA_M. MA >SA 

Main Street H.D. 
Area £ 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1957 
Waltham. Ensineerir.s DeDt. A 
Map #61 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 

'•7 


