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DNAME 
_L ~ HISTORIC 
~ Calhoun County Courthouse 

AND / OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse Square 

CITY, TOWN 
Hampton 

STATE 

Arkansas 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT X PUBLIC 

:lLBUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

VICINITY OF 

CODE 

05 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_ UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_ YES: RESTRICTED 

~YES : UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Fourth 

COUNTY CODE 

Calhoun 013 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

XGOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER : 

Calhoun County (Joe Fred McDonald, Circuit Clerk) 
STREET & NUMBER 

Calhoun County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Hampton VICINITY OF 

· IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Circuit Clerk's Office 
STREET & NUMBER 

Calhoun County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Hamoton 

111 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE 

Arkansas 

STATE 

Arkansas 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

... 



B DESCRIPTION 

X_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER lORA TED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Calhoun County Courthouse in Hampton, Arkansas, is a two-story brick 
structure located on the courthouse square in the center of the county 
seat. Constructed in 1909, the building was designed by Frank W. Gibb 
of Little Rock and contracted by E. L. Koonce. 

The building is constructed of brick with cut-stone trim and rests upon 
a foundation of rusticated brick. A cut-stone water table encircles the 
structure. The building is composed of a rectangular-shaped central 
wing flanked on all sides by a variety of projections. All wings and 
projections are topped by hipped1,roofs~of p~ess~a ~ . 

.:s !At£ w :-t~ clAy "*';I e... r i d-.5 ~ . 
The facade is divided into three sections. The center of the facade 
is marked by double entry doors. These doors are surrounded by a cut 
stone archway and a semicircular transom. Flanking either side of the 
entry on the first floor are arched double-hung windows, accentuated 
by cut-stone keystones and gauged brick. Three second-story windows 
span the width of this center section of the facade. These w~ndows 
are paired, rectangular in shape, and double-hung with transoms. A 
denticulated cornice runs around this center projection. A gable dormer extends 
from the center of the roof of the central wing. On the west corner 
of the facade stands a two-and-one-half story tower topped by a low-
pitched hipped roof. This tower features an arched window with cut-
stone keystone at the first floor levels on both the north and west 
elex~tt~~' p~i~~~ , ~lender double-hung windows on the second-story level 
and small double-hung windows on the two-and-one-half story level. 
Pa:i.fed , qecs>ratiye . br.~qkets ma.rk .the cornice of the tower. 

The most distinctive feature of the Calhoun County Courth9use is the 
clock tower, located on the northeast corner of the building. As the 
9~her first floor windows on the facade, the windows at. this level of 
the tower are arched with cut-stone keystones. Paired decorative 
brackets mark the cornice of the clock tower. A pyramidal roofed 
cupola with paired arched openings contains the round four-faced clock. 

The west elevation entry is marked by a two-story gabled bay with 
denticulated cornice. Above the double entry doors at the second 
story level is a pair of double-hung windows with an arched transom. 
Other windows on this elevation are rectangular, double-hung, and 
simple in design. The entry on the east elevation is identical to 
that on the west. 

The: south ~l~va;tion fe,:t:tt,t;res .,paire<l.¢1.ouble-hung windows with small 
• ' ' • J 

transoms over those on the second story. A gabled dormer with 
denticulated cornice extends from the roof of this elevation and 
contains a pair of small multi-lite windows. On the south elevation 
is the only addition to the Calhoun County Courthouse. A one··story 
brick wing, constructed in 1969, houses the county jail. 
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In excellent condition, the Calhoun County Courthouse commands the 
center of the town of Hampton. As the most architecturally significant 
structure in the county, the Calhoun County Courthouse is a local 
landmark. 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
_ PREH ISTORIC 

_ 1400-1499 

_ 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1 699 

_1 700-1799 

_ 1800-1899 

X1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
-ARCHEOLOGY -PREHISTOR IC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ARCHEOLOG Y- HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION 

_AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS 

~RCHITECTURE _ EDUCATION 

_ART _ ENGINEERING 

_ LANDSCAPE AR CHI TECTURE 

_ LAW 

_ LITERATURE 

_ MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_ COMMERCE 

_ COMMUNICATIONS 

_ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_ INDUSTRY ~·· ···::. 'Jfl :~'o CI ~ICSlGbVE.RNMENT 

_ INVENTION 

_ RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_ SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1909 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Frank W. Gibb 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings 
in Arkansas are the courthouses scattered over the state's 75 counties. 
A structural symbol of American government, the courthouse serves as 
the center of local political acti vity . Often the largest and most 
costly building in the county, the courthouse is almost always a source 
of pride to the citizens who financed and make use of its facilities . 

Calhoun County was created December 6, 1850 and named for John C. 
Calhoun, a South Carolina statesman. The county is situated in the 
south central part of Arkansas. Triangular in shape, it encompasses 
629 square miles. The county is primarily rural , with one of the 
smallest populations among Arkansas counties. 

Hampton, the county seat of Calhoun County, was incorporated on January 27, 
1853. After its incorporation, Hampton grew into an important trading 
post. During the Civil War business suffered severe.ly, leaving the 
town practically deserted. Several destructive fires beginning ·i n - 1864 
almost destroyed the town. In 1871 Hampton was re-incorporated and 
development began to take place. 

Around the turn of the century it was decided that Calhoun County needed 
a new courthouse. Frank Gibb, an architect from Little Rock, was hired 
to design the building. An archi tect of excellent reputation, Gibb 
designed the Arkansas Building at the St. Louis Exposition and drew 
·up the first act for construction of the Arkansas State Capitol. E. L. 
Koonce was employed as contractor of the construction. 

Of brick construction the Calhoun County Courthouse is a two-story structure 
with a large corner clock tower. The building is basically devoid of 
ornamentation . Facade first floor windows feature arched windows with 
keystones. An arched opening of cut stone surrounds double entry doors. 
The hipped roofs of the central pavilion and adjacent wings are sheathed CovG:I'l.l 
~·w tb 3 1 1 

The courthouse f eatures a ' f oundation o f brick bands w:V, SJ;:J~. 
with a cut-stone water table encircling the structure. Found at the 
northeast corner of the courthouse is a three-and-one-half story square 
clock tower, capped by a pyramidal roofed cupola with a four-faced clock. 

Architecturally as well as historically the Calhoun County Courthouse 
is the one of the most significant structures in the county. The 
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STATE CODE 

STATE CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Sandra Taylor, Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
STREET & NUMBER 

300 West Markham 
CITY OR TOWN 

Little Rock 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

9-14-76 
TELEPHONE 

50],.-371-1639 
STATE 

Arkansas 

lfaSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATIO~ 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS : 

NATIONAL_ STATE__ LOCAL / 

CODE 

CODE 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act .of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) . 1 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE Anne Bartley 

TITLE 

GPO 888•445 
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courthouse rests on a square in the center of town and serves as a 
historic landmark to the county. 

_I 
I 
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DNAME 
HISTORIC Calhoun County Courthouse 

AND/ OR COMMON 

D LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Hampton _VICINITY OF COUNTY Calhoun STATE Arkansas 

II MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U. S. Geological Survey 

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1973 
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1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ARKANSAS 

Date Entered OEC 12 1976 

Name Location 

Bradley County Courthouse and Clerlt' s l-Tarren 
Office 

Hotchkiss House 

Hacliillan-Dilley House 

Roth-Rosenzweig P~use 

Calhoun County Courthouse 

Dean Uouse 

Combs, Nathan. House 

BoQne County Jail 

Johnson llouoe and 11111 

Also 

Hon. John L. McClellan 
Uon. Dale Bumpers 
Ron. Ray Thornton 

Notified 
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Region 
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Jefferson County 
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Jefferson County 

Hampton 
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Texarkana 
Miller County 

Washington County 

Harrison 
Boone County 

Johnson 
Washington County 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
~~. Anne Bartley 
Acting Director, Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
Suite 500, Continental Building 

/ H.arkhar4 and ¥Jain Streets 
T ... ittle Rock, Arkansas 72201 
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·NR Data 
DATE: 

·Reviewer 

NR 

INITIALS: /3 ? . 
DOE v-trc ~ 2 1 

N:\ME AS IT .APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: 

{j) 
~Calhoun County Courthouse 

OTHER NJIJ-'ES : 

LOCATION: / 
sTREET a. NuMBER / Courthouse 

CITY.TOWN vliaroptOn 

STAn 4-kansas 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 4th 
·VICINITY OF 

OS code _cou TY 

alhoun. 013 
~ 

GOV'T MUNICIPAL B OWI\JER OF PROPERTY! ccirclel PRIVATE STATE LOCAL OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR( underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAI1E) : 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTI1EAST MIDWEST 

~ ROCKY MOUNTAIN ~7EST PACIFIC NORT!flo7EST 

FEATURES: INTERIOR 

--~stantially intact~l 
tZ'u~nown - 4 

F)XTERIOR 

~S~~antially intact-2 
~kno~vn . -5 

ENVIRONS 

·- Mhstantiallv intact-3 
~~nC\111 -6 

_ not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _ Net appU cal::le-9 

CONDITION- ~LLENT 
_GOOD 

_FAIR 

-Interio~, exterior, 
_ DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_t•nexcavaterl 

cnvir~ns not intact-0 
~uy."-LTERED 

...':ALTERED 

_1\econstruc ted 
-Excavated 

~GINALSITE 
_MOVED 

_unkncwn 

ACCESS- Yes-restricted c:!es-urxestric~ No access t:nknown 

historic district? YES NO -
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
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WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LMIDMARK? 
IF YES , NA.~IE: 

ADAPTIVE USE; YES 
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then- ~-.~, 

now-

SIGNIFICANCE: 

NO 
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Saved? 
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/
--ARCHEULOuY·PREHISTORIC 

CHEOLOGY· HISTORtC 
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_ lANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 
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_LITERATURE 

NO 
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--ART 
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_ECONOMICS 
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_ENGINEE~ING · 

_EXPLORA TtON. 

_IN DUSTRY 

_INVENTION 
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_COMMERCE 
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Claims 

_TRANSPORTATION 
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NO 
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_health 
_recreation 
-settlement 
_socio/cultural 
__urban & commun 

planning 

"first~ YES NO tt Oldest~ YES · NO ''only!! · YES NO 
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engineer: 
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