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Kress, J. H.--Cabin
Building #311 ' :
- Reccommended level of Treatment. Preservation
Cost Estimate N/A
Lat. 35° 31'13" Long. 83° 40'38"

This is a rectangular 24'x17' building with a 6' porch across the
front. It is 14 stories, gable roof. The roof is covered with
asbestos shingles. : '

The walls ‘are split, hewn log. The corners are dove-tail notched, and
all cracks between logs are unchinkéd. Thé gable ends of the building
are board and batten. - .

The building rests on masonry piersi °

Windows: There are a total of five windows in the cabin. There are
stationary 6 light windows in thetattic. In the north room there

is a 4 over 4, single hung window, set in the north wall. There is
also a 3 over 3 in the east wall of the same room. In the south room
there is 6 over 6, single hung window in the east wall. All sash

and components are manufactured. ' :

Doors: There are three doors in the building. The main entrance is on
the east side of the building, opening into an entry way. There is
also a doorway in the north wall of the north room, and one in the
 wést wall of the north room. The doors to the latter are missing.
The main door is 4 panel wooden, w1th butt hinges. All locks and
other hardware are missing. . :

Chimneys: There aré no' chimneys in the building.

Fléors:''The floor of the north room is missing. The floor of the’
south room is 1"x8" sawn board. The floor of the porch and the
upstairs room is random-width rough sawn lumber. The floor of the
upper room over sawn joist formgthe ceiling of’ ‘the lower portion of
the structure, while the upper story has no celllng.

Interior Plan: There are two 12'x17' rooms downstairs. There is a
stairway leading from the lower story beginning just inside the front
door. It congists of nine steps made of pine board. Thére are no’
bannister or newell posts. Upstairs there is a full room in the attic.
All interior walls are hewn log. R

General lLocations This is the only remaining building of the Kress
complex. It is off Bone Valley Creek, and can be reached only by
Jeep up a nine mile trail from Lake Fontana.
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STATEMENT OF SlGNIFICANCE

Kress, J. H. Cabln-—Order of Slgnlfxcance. 3rd

This building, erected by a man named Hall in 1910, was remodeled in 1940.
Originally it was the cabin on a mountain farm but in 1940 a hunting lodge
was established by J. H. Kress and the cabin was partially rémodeled.

Prior to the establishment of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, hundreds
of families inhabited the coves and hollows along the creeks of the moun-
tains. Grist mills dotted the creek banks, there were schools in most
valleys, and there were a few post offices, stores, and churches.

About the turn of the century, logging companies came to the mountains.
They established huge mills and camps, and clear-cut vast amounts of coun-
try. There were several hundred people 11v1ng in, the Bone Valley vicinity,
but the establishment of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and the
construction of Fontana Dam, with its huge lake, caused the area to be
left by the inhabitants.

The area around Bone Valley, and its major water course, Hazel Creek, was
characterized, as was much of the mountain area, by isolation. For
generations contact with the outside world was limited, there was
inbreeding, and much distilling-and drinking of moonshine whiskey.!
Illiteracy was prevalent, and violence was common.

But for all its shortcomings, the area was one of generally self-reliant,
independent people. They formed small farms, herded cattle on the high
mountains, and, later, worked in the logging industry.

Today they are gone from this section of the mountains, and even where
their descendants live in nearby communities, their way of life has
disappeared.

Of the buildings that stood along the creeks of the southwestern edge of
the park, the Kress Cabin alone remains in its immediate vicinity. It
has survived in a fairly good shape, and although in need of repair,

it exhibits some of the finest features of log construction to be found
in the Smokies.
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