
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

la Area no. Form no. 

MID CAMB. I I C 9 

Cambridge 

ess 3 8 3 Harvard Street 

2 Ware H a l l 

ent use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Abraham £ Michael Moskow, 
sent owner Trustees o f Ware H a l l Trust 

2 Park Sq . , Boston, MA 
;r iption: 

! 1893 

ource deed records 

e C l a s s i c a l Revival 

in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

hitect George Fogerty 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

• 

Other features has f i v e - s t o r y corner  

bows, wide c l a s s i c c o r n i c e - , wrought  

i r o n balcony over the ent rance. 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5, Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage_ 100 

X.' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

2 
6. Recorded by A . F . Downing 

yl 
' t ' Si 

• • O J r ^ 

30M-5-77 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 7 



7. Original owner (if known) unknown  

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

IDT 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Ware Hall was o r i g i n a l l y a private 
dormitory with a communal dining room, where 
wealthy Harvard students l i v e d . Monumental i n 
scale with round, f u l l - h e i g h t corner bays and 
a heavy classical cornice, Ware Hall i s 
embellished with li g h t - c o l o r e d brick. George 
Fogerty was a p r o l i f i c Cambridge designer 
of r e s i d e n t i a l buildings.. 

While the"Gold Coast" along Mt. Auburn 
Street became the main area for such private 
dormitories. Ware Hall's location suggests 
an expansion of t h i s type building into Mid 
Cambridge's more r e s i d e n t i a l areas. This 
growth was stopped, however, i n 19 30 with 
the adoption of the House system at Harvard. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

i 
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Federal Agency : 
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nomination by person or local government 
owner ob ject ion 

a p p e a l j 

Working No. ZAAA/^~^J'<6^ 

Fed . Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Act ion: 

Substant ive Rev iew: sample request 

R E J E C T _ _ _ _ _ 
photos / 

maps 

i^^NR decision appeal 

Reviewer 's c o m m e n t s : 

m i r ^ l A y y ' L A h A ^ / } t ^ 7 ^ ^ ^ ^^^^^7^ ^ e c ^ m . / C r i t e r i a 
eviewer AAuXyAl^^_^^^ 

Discipline J ^ n d ^ l - ^ j j A . 
Date. 

see continuation sheet 

•Non'tination returned for: — technical correct ions cited below 
_ / L s u b s t a n t i v e r e a s o n s d iscussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
M a b n 

4 . O w n e r of P r o p e r t y 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6 . R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7 . P e s c r i p t i o n 

. aieaHam 

. tMr 

_ or igin*! sJt* 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
a l te ra t ions / In tegr i ty 
dates 
boundary se lec t ion 



8 . S i g r t i f i c s n c e 

•ti-aWy 

%aacma * t i \ n * M t t ^ ArcfcH—t 

• t v t a m w r i a l Ugnmcamaa |bi ana f - - n n p l i | X: 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
re lat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except i&n 
other 

9 . h^.ajor B l b l i o g r a p h i c a ? R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o o r a p h i c a t P a t s 

4hctw^ nominataC propany , 

Qtjacr^ngi* nmrm 

ht imtar , «Mcrt^t tM am* >w>UfK«UMi 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H t s t o r t ' c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t t f i c a t t o r t 
T»« antuaiae atgnHtcarxa ol thto proparry wMMr< tt» ilatt it: 

— n»lKwi atmt tocai 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted tr^ G / z l ^ J - y j " 

S igned / t l y ^ C M y / A r - Z X ^ ^ natP ^ / J . X' ^ Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on en e t t s c h e d sheet 

^:^a^-y.....'^.^ :^tts 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to lef t side of fo rm 
Photo number 1 0 <̂  ~ I ( / \ 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

50M-5-77 

# yi y^. 

In Area no. Form no. 
/VIC 

MID CAMB. I I C 9 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 3 83 H a r v a r d S t r e e t 

Name Ware H a l l 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Abraham S M i c h a e l Moskow, 
Present owner T r u s t e e s o f Ware H a l l Tru i 

2 Park S q . , B o s t o n , MA 
3. Description: 

Date 189 3 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l 

Architect George F o g e r t y 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features has f i v e - s t o r y c o r n e r  

bows , w i d e c l a s s i c c o r n i c e . , wrough t  

i r o n b a l c o n y o v e r t h e e n t r a n c e . 

Altered No 

Moved No 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less XX Over one acre_ 

Approximate frontage \0Q 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

2 
6. Recorded by A . P . Downing 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 7 



7. Original owner (if known) unknown 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates s ame 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural i XX 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation I. 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Ware Hall was o r i g i n a l l y a private 
dormitory with a communal dining room, where 
wealthy Harvard students l i v e d . Monumental i n 
scale with round, f u l l - h e i g h t corner bays and 
a'heavy cla s s i c a l cornice, Ware Hal l i s 
embellished with l i g h t - c o l o r e d b r i c k . George 
Fogerty was a p r o l i f i c Cambridge designer 
of r e s i d e n t i a l buildings.; 

While the"Gold Coast" along Mt. Auburn 
Street became the main area for such private 
dormitories. Ware Hall's location suggests 
an expansion of t h i s type building into Mid 
Cambridge's more r e s i d e n t i a l areas. This 
growth was stopped, however, i n 19 30 with 
the adoption of the House system at Harvard. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc,) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CavMSSION 
Office of tiie Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No: 
MC 

Mid Cambridge I I . C . 9 

Property Name: Ware Ha i l l 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiidi is being continued below. 

» P r i o r t o the i n a u g u r a t i o n of the house system of r e s i d e n t i a l 
colleges about 19 30, under President Lowell of Harvard, undergraduates 
were encouraged t o seek t h e i r own lodgings i n the town and only minimal 
accommodations were maintained i n the Harvard Yard d o r m i t o r i e s . This 
p o l i c y had been i n e f f e c t under the Presidency of Charles W. E l i o t 
(1869-1904), and l e d t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a large number of s p e c i a l ­
ized apartment b u i l d i n g s designed t o meet the needs of wealthy under­
graduates. The more elaborate of these b u i l d i n g s had s u i t e s of rooms 
w i t h working f i r e p l a c e s and rooms f o r the student's v a l e t , along w i t h 
such amenities as squash co u r t s and swimming tanks; a t Ware H a l l , the 
drawing card was an elaborate ballroom where meals were served- These 
b u i l d i n g s were q u i t e out of context f o r Cambridge of the 1890s, as they 
were i n v a r i a b l y of masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n four t o f i v e s t o r i e s h i g h , w i t h 
elaborate i f not o s t e n t a t i o u s d e t a i l i n g , A c o n c e n t r a t i o n of such 
b u i l d i n g s on Mount Auburn S t r e e t near Harvard Square gave t h a t area 
the popular name of "the Gold Coast" (nominated t o the N a t i o n a l Regis­
t e r ) . Another notable example i s "The C r a i g i e " (Josephine Wright 
Chapman, 1897, also nominated), on Mount Auburn S t r e e t west of Harvard 
Square. 

B u i l d i n g s of t h i s type are e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e by t h e i r age 
and q u a l i t y of d e t a i l from the less elaborate apartment b u i l d i n g s 
b u i l t f o r the general r e n t a l market a f t e r the opening of the subway i n 
1912. The l o c a t i o n of Ware H a l l i n t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l s e c t i o n of Mid 
Cambridge demonstrates the spread of t h i s s p e c i a l i z e d type of s t r u c t u r e 
away from Harvard Square, and i l l u s t r a t e s the impact of the U n i v e r s i t y 
on the development of t h i s s e c t i o n of the c i t y . 

Ware H a l l meets c r i t e r i o n A f o r i t s associations w i t h the development 
of Mid-Cambridae and Harvard U n i v e r s i t y , and c r i t e r i o n C as an 
example o f i t s type and p e r i o d . 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom 

" \ 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 1 ^ ' ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 
I Sabstantivo Kevfev^ / An I f 

cummxngs, e. e.. House •< Keeper, /i'niyi^yjyy^^^J(P^ rA 6')o 

J s h i ^ f a i i l T « I«Tle» ^"^^^ 

— ^ . . ,. Attest ^ : W ^ ^ ^ ^ n ^ / / z / ^ 

^North Avenue Congregational Church • w^Keeper ^kzu, ^^Afy^^ {Uh^^l A'lti-?'^ 

^%is'(^.-'A. - ^<.vT*-lAttest 

9>. Prospect Congregational Church ^Keeper /AlJluA /\./^AwluUy W ^A^ 
fiubsfantlTa Hevlew 

Attest 

^Keeper i h u J ^ J Z ^ / y t J . ^ j M 

Attest /^v/^Sz^^ ^y/L/s^ 
96. Old Cambridge Baptist Church '^A^-'^r-y.A Keeper ynxA-^. ik.&AayA\^k.[?,S^ 

Attest 

•^IWareHall AZa,.ky. Al:,, txA. ^ -Keeper l^fhy^/^ J j y j j ^ 6'S'-r 

Attest 

98. Cambridge Public Library , • . / 1 , 
^ ^ Uau*i«-j Keeper /AJAJUJUI^ 14. AxaAlueu„^41%^ 

Attest • 

V 9_^.^ Church of the New Jerusalem is,.v_x~- ti--—=—-^M^T ^ / /) I -
r SuDQfantTveEe^swKeeper fctiu^A ^ A^wJ^ic i j 

fe'isjsts.ntiva Ksviev ^^^^^^ 
'''100. Busch-Reischinger House •— — 

DOE/OWMER OBJECTION 
Attest 





8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

*»*m • i iMi i iXtx i—> 

ml ml WpitHiin llm at 

_ summary paragraph 
i__ completeness 
\ clarity 

applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
_ relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed ^ Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the inap in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


