
DATA SHEET
Form 10-306 
(Oct. 1972)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES
(Type all entries • complete applicable sections)

California

Inyo
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

Leadfield (H.S.-3)
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Death Valley National Monument #M
CITY OR TOWN:

Death Valley
CONGRESSIONAL. DISTRIC

33

California 06 Inyo 02?

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

District Q Building 

Site Q Structure 

HH Object

[^Public 

| | Private 

[~| Both

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

[~~1 Being Considered

I | Occupied 

^] Unoccupied 

[ I Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:
r~1 Restricted 

[jjj) Unrestricted

C3 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

| | Agricultural

| | Commercial

[ | Educational

I | Entertainment

Q Government 

| | Industrial 

Q Military 

| | Museum

r~| Private Residence 

[ | Religious 

[~1 Scientific

| ] Transportation 

Q Other (Specify)

I | Comments

National Park Service
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable)

Western Region
CITY OR TOWN:

San Francisco

STREET AND NUMBER:

STATE:

California

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETCt

Death Valley National Monument
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Death Valley
STATE:

California 06

TITLE OF SURVEY:

ae^
DATE OF SURVEY: [~] Federal (Q-County CD Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: NATIONAL ^ 
RFG1STER .O

STREET AND NUMBER: £
CITY OR TOWN:



CONDITION
| | Excellent

gn Altered

^] Good ;H Fair

fChec/c One; 

| | Deteriorated

(Check One) 

Q Unaltered

cs

CD Moved

Ruins

(Checfc

S

OneJ 

DOrij

^] Unexposed

inal Site

Preservation recommended

Begun in 1925 as a promotion scheme on spurious claims, Leadfield 
consisted of various wood and tin structures that were used as stores, 
post office, dwellings, storage sheds, and processing plants. Some 
of these structures had concrete foundations. There were a number of 
dugouts, cheap and easily-made desert shelters, and several prospect 
holes and -a main mine shaft.

Today there are remarkably good remains of some of the dugouts, and 
several tin structures still stand. Prospect holes and the main 
nine shaft remain, although the entrance to the shaft has fallen in 
at spots. Concrete foundations are much in evidence.

Class VI lands; 9^- acres

Cost estimate for preservation: $900
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Located/in Titus Canyon, tips mining town began in 1925 as a promotion 
scheme based on spurious.,claims, C.C. Julian advertised the town, 
making exaggerated claims. His advertising posters showed steamboats 
navigating the Amargosa liver to Leadfield, ignoring the fact that 
the Amargosa River is dry much of the time end does not run within 
twenty miles of Leadfield.

The mining town sparked to life but briefly, like a flame from a 
damp match, Julian disappeared and the inhabitants soon became dis­ 
illusioned and quickly.drifted away,

The significance of the site lies in the fact it was an example of 
one of the get-rich-quick schemes of the wild 1920s, The dugout 
through the years came to be a typical structure that prospectors 
and others in Death Valley used for shelter and if restored, would 
be a useful interpretive exhibit on the Titus Canyon Trail.



Benjamin Levy, "Death Valley National Monument; Historical Background 
Study," Division of History, National Park Service, April 15, 19&9*
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