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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally a dovetailed log structure, the Elliott House
was built c., 1770. Additions to the original 20' x 28' building
include:‘g 10' x 28" frame addition at rear, a 1930 addition on
east side, a shed-roof front porch supported by round posts.
Dovetailed log exterior has been covered with clapboards. Original
facade with central door of vertical boards flanked on either side by
a shuttered window remains unchanged. Xast wall has large, inside
chimney of sun dried brick set in steep gable, three windows and

a door. West wall has one small window.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Elliott House, near Richburg in historic Chester County, is
significant as one of the earliest pioneer dwellings in the

South Carolina Up Country. ILand on which house stands was granted

N 4

to Daniel Elliott in 1769 by King George III of England. Construction
of the simple dovetailed log house began one year later,

Tradition holds that Daniel Elliott was killed by Tory
"Bloody Bill" Cunningham in & surprise raid upon the EBlliott
plantation during the Revolutionary War.,

Clyde Pierson, an Flliott descendant of Middleton, Ohio, has

begun a project to restore the house to its conjectural first

appearance,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chester County Log Cabin is a two-story dovetailed Tog structure, constructed upon
Tow foundations of stone piers.

A one-story shed porch extends across the front facade. Although this porch is rnot
original, there was originally a one-story porch as evidenced by angled mortise holes
in the front wall plate. A door of board-and-batten construction is flanked on each
side by a shuttered window. There are no windows on the second story of the front

as the porch originally covered most of this area. The gable ends are pierced by
three small windows on the right facade and one window on the left facade. An unusual
feature is the interior chimney in the right end. The entire wall has been rebuilt
with similar logs from another structure in the area. Attached to the rear is a one-
story shed addition of ca. 1880 sawn timber construction.

Much of the exterior is covered with weatherboarding, some of which is beaded siding
(ca. 1810). The steep gable roof is covered by tin.

The interior of the structure reveals several notable features. Floors and ceilings
are original heart pine. Most of the doors are also original, being of board-and-
batten construction and having both handwrought strap hinges and wooden slip bolts.
The fireplace has been altered, having been made smaller %ca. 1970s); originally, it
was a large hearth designed for cooking and heating.

A ladder Teads to the attic story. Here the mortise-and-tenon construction is
evidenced in the rafters, collar beams, joists, plates and sills.

SURROUNDINGS: The Chester County Log Cabin is located in rural Chester County.
Presently, Interstate Highway 77 is being constructed near the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chester County Log Cabin is significant as an excellent example of late 18th-to early
19th century log-cabin construction. The main portion of the cabin is basically intact.

It is not known when this cabin was constructed. The land in the area was surveyed and
granted in the 1760s-70s, and architectural analysis of the structure suggests it may
date from this period. Traditionally, the house has long been known as that of Daniel
Elliott, a Revolutionary War patriot killed by Tories. Although intensive research
neither proves nor disproves this tradition, later research may determine the exact
connection of the structure with the E1liott family. At any rate, the primary signifi-
cance of the cabin lies in its architecture, not in its ownership.

ARCHITECTURE: The Chester County Log Cabin is an excellent example of the upcountry
two-story log-house form. Typical features of the house include a tall shed-roofed
porch across the front, a steeply pitched gable roof, an end chimney, and dovetailed
log joints. Windows are small and covered with board-and-batten shutters. The floor
plan also is typical, with one large room on both floors. The single fireplace serves
both for heating and cooking.
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