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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Rutledge House is a large three-story over-elevated basement brick 
house with a slate-covered roof, a pair of large brick chimneys set in 
either side wall, and an elaborate two-story cast and wrought-iron porch on 
the front elevation. The first two stories were built by Rutledge in 1763 
and the third floor was added by Thomas M. Gadsden in 1853. The house is 
about 60 feet wide and 44 feet deep. The corners of the house are marked 
by quoins and the windows are topped by triangular pediments on the first 
floor, broken pediments on the second, and segmentally arched-hood moulding 
on the third.

A center hall, containing the stairs near the rear, extends through the 
house and divides the four first floor rooms into pairs. The two front 
rooms are each 24 by 18 feet in size and the rear pair 20 by 18 feet. The 
second floor has a short center hall at the rear, which is flanked by two 
bedrooms, and the entire front half of the house is occupied by two large 
rooms, once a drawing room and library, that could be thrown together to 
form a large ballroom. The parquet flooring of the first and second 
stories is original. The marble mantels on the eight fireplaces on these 
two floors probably date from the mid-19th century. Partition walls have 
been inserted and false ceilings installed to adapt the house for use as 
law offices but no important structural changes have been made to the 
building.

The third floor contains four chambers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Rutledge, a Signer of th.e Constitution and wartime Governor of South 
Carolina, 1779-82, lived at 116 Broad Street from 1763 to 1800. , Rutledge 
was one of the foremost lawyers in South Carolina. He opposed the Stamp 
Act and in the Stamp Act Congress of 1765 he was chairman of the committee 
which wrote the memorial and petition to the House of Lords. He was a 
member of the First and Second Continental Congresses and helped write the 
South Carolina constitution of 1776. Rutledge served as Governor of South 
Carolina from 1779 until January 29, 1782.

In 1784 he began his judicial career with election to the chancery court of 
the State and from 1784-1790 also sat in the State House of Representatives. 
He was elected to the Federal Convention of 1787 and became chairman of 
the committee of detail. He fought for wealth as part of the basis of 
representation, for assumption of the State debts, against restrictions on 
the slave trade, and for the election of the President by Congress, and 
of Congress by the State legislatures. He signed th.e completed Constitution 
and supported its ratification in South Carolina. In 1789 Washington 
appointed Rutledge senior Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court and 
he held this office until February 1791, when he resigned to become Chief 
Justice of South Carolina. Rutledge died in Charleston on July 23, 1800, 
and was buried in St. Michael's Churchyard.

The John Rutledge House is a large three-story over-elevated basement brick 
house with a slate-covered roof, a pair of large brick chimneys set in 
either side.wall» and an elaborate two-story cast- and wrought-iron porch 
on the front. Partition walls have been inserted and false ceilings 
installed to adapt the house for use as law offices but no important struc­ 
tural changes have been made to the building. The house is not open to 
visitors.

History

John Rutledge was born either in Charleston or nearby Christ Church parish, 
South Carolina, in September 1739. He studied law at the Middle Temple, 
London, was admitted to the English bar in February 1760, and then returned 
to Charleston for an immediately successful and brilliant career as one of 
the foremost lawyers in South Carolina. He was elected to the legislature 
in 1761 and served in that body until 1775. As a young lawyer he zealously
opposed the Stamp Act and in the Stamp Act Congress of 1765 he was chairman ' 
———————————————————————(continued)———————————————
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8. Significance (Continued) page 3

and Washington for a third army and he encouraged South Carolina militia 
officers, such as Andrew Pickens, Francis Marion, and Thomas Sumter, to 
wage detached and intermittent warfare in occupied South Carolina in 
order to wear down the British and to bring the discouraged Patriots 
back into the field.

Aided by the success of General Nathanael Greene and his Continental 
Army, Rutledge was able to return to South Carolina in August 1781. 
Rutledge now set about a skillful restoration of civil government, working 
to a large extent through the militia officers. He also issued an offer 
of pardon to those who had joined the British, on condition that they 
appear in 30 days for six months' militia service. Finally, on November 
20, he issued a call for an election of members for a new legislature 
to meet in January.

As the new Assembly met, Rutledge, on January 29, 1782, laid down his 
office of Governor (the State Constitution forbade him to succeed him­ 
self) , and a few days later took his seat as a member of the House. He 
had already been elected to the Continental Congress, however, and 
attended from May 1782 to September 1783. In 1784 he began his judicial 
career with his election to the chancery court of the state, and from 
1784 to 1790 also sat in the State House of Representatives.

He was elected to the Federal Convention of 1787 and became chairman of 
the committee of detail. He fought for wealth as part of the basis of 
representation, for assumption of the state debts, against restrictions 
on the slave trade, and for the election of the President by Congress, 
and of Congress by the state legislatures. He signed the completed 
Constitution and supported its ratification in South Carolina. In 1789 
Washington appointed Rutledge senior Associate Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court and he held this office until February 1791, when he 
resigned to become Chief Justice of South Carolina. He resigned this 
latter office in 1795 when he was nominated to be Chief Justice of the 
U.S. Supreme Court and he presided at the August term. On December 15, 
1795, however, the U.S. Senate refused to confirm him because of 
political reasons.

Rutledge died in Charleston on July 23, 1800, and was buried in 
St. Mi ch ae1's Churchyard.
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of the committee which wrote the memorial and petition to the House of 
Lords. From 1774 to 1776 he was a delegate to the First and Second 
Continental Congresses.

He was elected to the South Carolina Committee of Safety and by January 
1776 Rutledge was second in influence only to president Henry Laurens. 
Rutledge was one of the large committee which wrote the South Carolina 
constitution of 1776, and when the Provincial Congress, by its adoption 
of that instrument, became the General Assembly, he was elected President. 
The new government passed through its first tests with success. The 
British attack upon Charleston was repulsed in June and the Cherokee 
were subdued in July 1776; for more than two years the State suffered 
no invasion. Rutledge was reelected President in December 1776 for a 
regular term of two years.

Meanwhile a liberal movement in the State gained momentum, and found 
expression in March 1778 in a revision of the 1776 constitution which 
substituted a senate elected by the people for the legislative council, 
the creature of the House, and disestablished the Anglican Church. 
Profoundly distrusting democracy, Rutledge vetoed the new constitution 
and resigned. The new constitution was then re-enacted. When South 
Carolina was faced with invasion, however, in January 1779, Rutledge was 
elected Governor and took to the field in a desperate effort to supply 
Generals Benjamin Lincoln and William Moultrie. In May 1779 the British 
commander slipped by Lincoln in a dash to take Charleston. Governor 
Rutledge proposed a parley, and after a conference with the Privy Council, 
made an offer of neutrality. Rutledge's purposes in the affair are 
obscure and immediate danger of surrender passed when Lincoln came up with 
the Continental Army and the British retreated.

In March 1780, however, Charleston was besieged by land and sea in over­ 
whelming force. The Assembly adjourned to meet no more for two years, 
after hastily granting the Governor and "Such of his council as he could 
conveniently consult, a power to do everything necessary for the public 
good, except the taking away the life of a citizen without a legal trial." 
In April Rutledge slipped out of the besieged city and strove to gather 
militia for its relief, but on May 12 Charleston surrendered. Taken 
prisoner were the Continental Army under Lincoln and virtually all of the 
military and civil leaders of South Carolina, in all 5,466 Patriots.

The destruction of a second Continental Army under the command of 
General Horatio Gates at Camden, South Carolina, August 16, 1780, appeared 
to end the War for Independence in South Carolina and Georgia. Governor 
Rutledge, however, refused to give up the fight and retreated to border 
towns in North Carolina. From here he called upon the Continental Co ss
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