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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed by artist Walter Graham, this memorial/monument consists of a column
of native basalt estimated to be at least 15 million years old...found in Moses
“Coulee about 20 miles from the present site. The column is about 14 feet high,
and is set in a concrete base about 3 feet high, making the total about 17 feet
high. It is roughly 36 inches in diameter and weighs 14 tons.

The column is topped with 36 inch wings cast from molten aluminum, and is
exactly as it was found - not altered in any way. It is roughly hexagonal in shape,
and slants at the top, with the wings being placed on the highest point.

This unique monument stands on the brow of a hill over-looking the Wenatchee
Valley, the Columbia and Wenatchee Rivers, and the snow-covered Cascade
‘mountains hundreds of miles in the background. Both monument and view are
a magnificant sight, and attract a constant stream of visitors.

Sponsored by the Chelan County Heritage Committee, it is located about 1/2
miles from Fancher Field Airport, and is reached by a wide, well-engineered
blacktopped road which encircles the monument. There are a total of 7 acres
of land which was deeded to the Heritage Committee by the WenAirCo Company,
owners of Fancher Field, for the monument and a possible day-use park. The
Heritage Committee in turn deeded the land to Douglas County.

The physical appearance of the area is practically exactly the same as it was
in 1931 when Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Herndon landed their plane in
completion of the first non-stop flight across the Pacific Ocean from Japan

to the United States. An open field, covered with grass and native vegetation
on the hillside, the monument stands alone. The nearest buildings are those
of Fancher Field, behind a hill about 1 mile distant.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This monument was erected in commemoration of the first successful non-stop
flight across the Pacific Ocean from Japan to the United States.

- Taking off from Sabishiro Beach, Japan, Aviators Clyde Pangborn and Hugh
Herndon Il flew 4,558 miles in 41 hours and 34 minutes, landing at the
(then) Wenatchee Airport on October 5, 1931, The flight was made in a
small, single-engine plane, and since retractable landing gear had yet to be
invented, the landing gear was jettisoned over the ocean in order to lighten
the load and decrease wind resistance. However, the landing without gear
was so smoothly accomplished that the only damage to the plane was a
bent propellor, which is now in the North Central Washington Museum, in
Wenatchee, along with other mementos of the event.

The Japanese erected a monument at the site of the take-off at Sabishiro
Beach some years ago in recognition of this history-making flight, and a
delegation of 16 Japanese from Japan shared in the dedication ceremony of
the monument at Wenatchee on May 5, 1969. Heading the delegation
from Japan was Governor Shunkichi Takeuchi, of Aomori Prefecture, and
Sei Konuma, Managing Director of the Aomori Broadcasting Company.

Mr. Takeuchi was a reporter for a Japanese newspaper in 1931, and he
covered the story of the flight for his paper at that time.

Eight other aviators had attempted the transpacific flight, but all had failed
to complete the trip which made international aviation history and provided
valuable contribution to the progress of aviation.

The 7 acres of property owned by Douglas County include the actual spot on
which Clyde Pangborn and Hugh Herndon landed their plane upon completion
of their non-stop flight across the Pacific Ocean from Japan, and according
to estimates the monument stands within 50 feet of the actual landing spot.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Vera M. Weaver, Chairman Pangborn-Herndon Memorial Committee

ORGANIZATION

Chelan County Heritage Committee

DATE

9/3/69

STREET AND NUMBER:

809 Highland Drive

CITY OR TOWN:

Wenatchee

STATE

Washington

CODE

[T2."STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIO

98801

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
Nationa X] State [ Local [

titte Director - Washington State Parks

and Recreation Commission

pate September 24, 1971

ATTEST:

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Date

JAN 27 1972
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