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The Chaplin-Clarke House i slocated on Haverill Street a short distance southwest of Row
ley Center. Despite itsproximty tothecenter, thesetting i srural and |andscaping
is natural. The house, which faces south, i sbuilt into theside of ahill sothatits

western half i slh stories inheight while itseastern half i s2h stories.

The facade of this five bay, center entrance house i ssheathed i nclapboards whilethe
side elevations are shingled. The gabled lean-to roof i scovered with cedar shingles
and thecentral chimey is parged. Exterior decorative detail i smniml, consisting
of simple cornerboards, door and wi ndow surrounds. On theeast elevationthere i s a
framed overhang on t he second story and a hewn overhang i nthe attic.

The facade i sasymmetrical with thd entraince placed slightly west of'center. The two
wi ndows on the' one stoty west side -are full size, while those on, the two story eastern
side aresmaller and areplaced above a similar pair lighting thefirst story. There
is a second entrance totheground floor i ntheeastern corner. The west elevation
has one window i ntheattic and two at thefirst floor as well as a door and small
square window i nt helean-to. The east elevation has one window each i nthe attic

and second story and three at thefirst floor. Fenestration onthelowrear elevation
is irregular. A second chimey rises from t henorthwest corner of theell.

Interior details include one seven foot and two tenfoot fireplaces, chanfered struc-
tural menbers, and sone original sheathing and hardware.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Chaplin-Clarke house, which i stheoldest i nRow ey, i sanunusual andwell pre-

served exanple of seventeenth century construction. |t i sbelieved that i tstands on
the -site of aprimtive structure erected by Hugh Chaplin i n1643. Hi s”~on Joseph:
erected a oneroom deep house c.1670 when *he married...; The, jlean-to, was. added C 17QQ

conpleting theform of t hepresent house.

Early i ntheeighteenth century theproperty was acquired by Richard Clarke who i s
buried a fewrods west of thehouse. |t hadonly oneother owner before beingac-
quired by the Society forthePreservation of New England Antiquities early i n the
twentieth century. Recently i thasbeen returned t oprivate ownership. Long regarded
as theoldest house i ntown, t heChaplin-Clarke house i sthelast vestige of Rowley's
original settlement which, by 1650, hadgrown t oinclude sixty families.

An archeol ogical investigation of thearea could reveal significant information about
early historic period contructiontechniques andlifeways i nRow ey. Thedata could
al so provide conparative informationabout 17thcentury coastal adaptations.
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