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Even in almost total ruin (gee picture), the MeCurtain House 
manages to appear both handsome and prepossessing* Basically an 
L-shajMjd, two^^or^jB^jaoture^   three rooms on each level   
itn^misual deliign and generous dimensions make it seem more spacious 
than it actually is* All six of its original rooms (an J&30-foot 
lean-to was added to the back of the house later) open onto either 
 he"~irdpg-tr o%* or porch, which obibinet of om a unique, T -shaped 
double gallery. The stairway to the upper level goes up from the 
''dog-trot*1 and is thus protected by the main roof. Tall cut-stone 
chimneys, painstakingly laid, guard either end of the main section of 
the house* Both are almost intact after nearly a century, a third of 
which time the house stood empty and neglected*. The outside planking, 
according to one report, was originally whitewashed* An ornamental 
touch is the boxy bay-window projection on the south wing of the 
house *

An oldtimer who worked in the home described Green McCurtain 
(in an 1938 interview) as "well-to-dof he had big barns, and owned 
plenty of cattle, hogs, and sheep. He had land and placed tenants 
on it to farm for him. He had big patches of cotton, corn and feed 
stuff and there were all kinds of turkeys, geese, ducks and chickens 
around his place.11 Until the Oklahoma Historical Society purchased 
the property recently it had only cows around it* A lean-to shed/ 
corral had been added to the east to complete reduction of the house 
to a shambles. Of the out-buildings only a sjtone_summerkitchen re 
mains on the northeast corner of the house* a spring house on the 
northw* st. But dismantTing of the ruined home, pre parat ory t o re- 
construction, is now under way.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

No understanding appraisal of tribal life in the concluding 
decades of the Choctaw Nation can be made, says John Bartl«tt 
Me serve, without a knowledge of the McCurtain dynasty* nUnder the 
capable leadership of chieftains drawn from the MoGurtain family,* 
he says, nthis powerful tribe was influenced in an intelligent 
manner and its membership led securely through the eondluding years 
of their political life until the complete erasure of their last 
frontier was witnessed by Sr^ejeU^^ 
tain of the Choctaw Nat ion  It is a sweeping commendation, but a

With a white ancestry of reputed Scotch-Irish descent, the 
MoCurtain family played an important role among the Choctaws from 
the early 1800s. Cornelius McCurtain was born in Mississippi in 
T805V He inarried Mahayia Nelson and came to old Indian Territory in 
1833, settling in the Port Coffee area. In 1849 he was elected 
district chief, serving until 1854 and thereby setting the pattern 
for his seven children, three of whom were later to become principal 
chief. Jack McCurtain was elected (jthief in 1880, re-elected in 
1882* He was succeeded by Edmund (chiefs were allowed by law to 
serve but two successive terms). B(j>th brothers were known and 
respected for their efforts to maintain law and order in the nation, 
where white incursions were aggravating the lawlessness that brought 
Judge Isaac Parker at nearby Fort Sijiith to national prominence*

But time was running out for ttye Choctaw Nation. And it was 
Green McCurtain f s responsibility to I lead his people at a time when, 
according to Me serve, **many of their leaders were unable or un 
willing to appreciate how utterly untenable these quasi-independent 
political units were in the midst of American life.** Green recog 
nized the inevitability of the changes that were coming, devoted his 
time and efforts to seeing that they came as smoothly and as 
advantageously to the Chootaws as possible. Though his formal 
education was limited, he served cajp^bly in a variety of tribal 
0ffi0«i   county sheriff, representative to the National Council, 
scHool trustee, district attorney, national treasurer, and senator   
before becoming principal chief in JL896* With no little courage and 
ability he broke down Choctaw resistenoe to the Dawes Commission
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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(established by Congress in 1893 to negotiate with the Five Civilized 
Tribes to extinguish tribal title to their lands in preparation for 
statehood) and_ put them in the advantageous position of being the first 
of the five tribes to reach an agreement with the commission.

This so-called 4*oka_Agrj5.«m«nt wassigned in 1897. Green McCurtain 
was easily re-elected in 1898, Unable to succeed himself in 1900, he 
again ran and was elected in 1902, the last general election held in 
the Ghoctaw Nation* He served until 1906, then continued in office by 
an act of Congress. In the years that followed he served his people in 
many ways, making a number of trips to Washington at the request of 
the Interior Department. A capable executive and administrator, and 
widely respected by the Choctaws, he remained their chief until he 
died in 1910.

Green McCurtain built this comfortable two-story home in the 
1880s on his farm near San Bois, seat of San Bois County in the Choctaw 
Nation. The town, established around 1838, is gone now, but its 
location on thevforstJSmith-to-Perryville in pre-railroad days gave it 
considerable importance. It bBcarae something^ of .anjmaffiftijuL capital 
ofjbhe Choctaw Nation when McCurtain was chief. His house faced the 
Fort Smith/Perryville road and visitors on tribal business came to it 
from all parts of the Choctaw Mat ion. Me Curtain's .importance in the 
community is indicated by his appointment as first postmaster of 
San Bois in 1879,

In 1901, however, the^Forst Smith and Western Railroad bypassed 
San Bois. Most of its citizens moved to the new town of Kinta some 
five miles to the southwest. McCurtain himself in time followed them, 
building a new house a mile north of the town, where he died in 1910. 
He is buried in the San Bois cemetery in sight of his old home.

That handsome structure, his_JiQmeduring the yearjR h« was th« 
jlpjt influential tribal leaderin the Choctaw Nation, will be re 
constructed as a memorial to him as well as to the McCurtain family.

/, .-. - jj*. „ fc?'
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