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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Even in almost total ruin (see picture), the McCurtain House
msnages to appear both handsome and prepossessing. Basically an
L-shaped, two-gtory structure -- three rooms on each level --
its unusual design and generous dimensions meke it seem more spacious
than it sctuslly is. All six of its original rooms (an 8x30-foot
loan-to was sadded to the back of tha houn htor) open onto ‘either
double gallery., The stairway to the upper ‘level goes up from.tho
"Jog-trot" and is thus protected by the main roof. Tall cut-stone
chimneys, paingtakingly laid, guard either end of the main gection of
the house. Both are almost intsct after nearly a century, a third of
which time the house stood empty snd neglecteds The outside planking,
eaccording to one report, was originally whitewashed. An ornamental
touch is the boxy bay-window projection on the south wing of the
housge.

An oldtimer who worked in the home described Green McCurtain
(in an 1938 interview) as "well-to-do; he had biz barnas, snd owned
plenty of cattle, hogs, and sheep. He had land snd placed tenants
on it to farm for him. He had big patches of cotton, corn and feed-
stuff and there were all kinds of turkeys, geese, ducks and chickens
sround his place.," Until the Oklshome Historical Society purchased
the property recently it had only cows around it. A lean~to shed/
sorral had been added to the esst to complete reduction of the house
to & shambles. Of the out-buildings only a stone summerkitchen re-

maing on the northeast corner of the house, s spring ‘house on the

northwest., But dismsntling of the ruined home, preparatory to re~
construction, is now under way.
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No understanding appraisal of tribal life in the concluding

decades of the Choctaw Nation can be made, says John Bartlett
Meserve, without s knowledge of the McCurtain dynasty. "Under the
capable leadership of chieftains drawn from the McCurtain family,"
he says, "this powerful tribe was influenced in an intelligent
manner sand its membersghip led securely through the condluding years
of their political life until the complete erasure of their last
frontier was witnessed by Green McCurtain, the last elected chief~-
tain of the Choctaw Naticn.“ It is a sweeping commendstion, but s
not unwarrawt®d one. )

With a white ancestry of reputed Scotch-Irish descent, the
MeCurtain family played an important role among the Choctews from
the early 1800s. Cornelius McCurtain was born in Mississippi in
1803, He married Mahayia Nelgon and came to old Indian Territory in
1833, settling in the Fort Coffee area. In 1849 he was elected
distriot chief, serving until 1854 and thereby setting the pattern
for his seven children, three of whom were later to become principal
chief. Jack McCurtain was elected chief in 1880, re-eleoted in
1882, He was succeeded by Edmund (chiefs were allowed by law to
serve but two successive terms). B¢hh brothers were known and
respected for their efforts to maintain law and order in the nstion,
where white incursions were sggravating the lawlessness that brought
Judge Issac Parker at nearby Fort Smith to national prominence,

But time was running out for the Choctaw Nation. 4nd it was
Green McCurtain's relponsibility to|lead hisg people at & time when,
sccording to Messrve, "many of their lesders were unable or un-
willing to appreciate how utterly untenable these quusi-indspondont
politioal units were in the midst of American life." Green recog-
nized the inevitablility of the changes that were coming, devoted his
time and efforts to seeing that they came as smoothly and as
sdvantageously to the Chooctaws as possible. Though his formal
education was limited, he served capably in a variety of tribal
offices -- county sheriff, representative to the National Council,
school trustee, district attorney, nationsl treasurer, and senator =--
before becoming prinoipal chief in 1896. With no little courage and
ability he broke down Choctaw resistence to the Dawes Commisaion
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedu res set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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Nos 8. Significance
MoCurtain House

(established by Congress in 1893 to negotiate with the Five Civilized
Tribes to extinguish tribel title to their lands in preparation for
statehood) and put them in the advantageous position of being the firat
of the fivb tribos to roach an agreem@nt with the comm1ssion. -

This so~called Atoke Agreesment was signed in 1897. Green McCurtain
was eagily re-elected in 1898. Unable to gucceed ‘himgelf in 1900, he
again ran and was elected in 1902, the last general election held in
the Choctaw Nation. He served until 1906, then continued in offics by
an act of Congress. In the years that followed he served his people in
many ways, making e number of trips to Washington at the request of
the Interior Department. A capsble execubive and administrator, and
widely regpected by the Choctaws, he remsined their chief until he
died in 1910.

Green McCurtain built this comfortable two-story home in the
1880s on his farm near San Bois, seat of San Bois County in the Choctaw
Netion. The town, established around 1838, is gone now, but its
location on thoaForst\Smithﬂto-Pbrryvillo in pre-railroad days gave it
considerable importunct. It became something of an unofficial capital
of the Choctaw Nation when MoCurtain was chief. His house faced the
Fort Smith/Perryville rosd and visitors on tribsl business came to it
from all parts of the Chootaw Nation. MocCurtain's importance in the
community is indicated by his sppointment as first postmaster of
Sen Bois in 1879,

In 1901, however, the Forst Smith and Western Railroad bypsssed
San Bois., Most of its citizens moved to the new town of Kinta some
five miles to the southwest. MoeCurtain himself in time followed them,
bullding & new house a mile north of the town, where he died in 1910.
He is buried in the San Bois cemetery in sight of his old home.

- That handsome structure, his home during the years he was the
_most influential tribal leader in the Choctaw Nhtion. will be re-
constructed as s memorial to him as well 8z to the McCurtain family,
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