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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Burnham house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g and 
. a s s o c i a t i o n an i t s F i r s t Period. I n t e g r i t y of ma t e r i a l s and wo?km;nship 
IS presumed, but cannot be v e r i f i e d u n t i l F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n i s 
examined on the a n t e r i o r . There i s strong evidence, however, boJh 
physical and documentary, t h a t a s i g n i f i c a n t F i r s t Period s t r u c t u r e i s 
enclosed w i t h m the l a t e r f i n i s h e s of t h i s house, making the house 

pI.^'^H^'' D as l i k e l y t o y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n important to 
F i r s t Peraod a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y . 

o f l f ? o t T w T t ^ l c o n s t r u c t i o n includes: 1) J o i s t spacing 
or 17 to 18 1/2 anches (among houses examined by Cummings, those w i t h 
comparable j o i s t spacing were a l l b u i l t before 1683; 2) steep roof p i t c h -
3) nearly 20 f e e t square room dimensions (consistent w i t h other major ' 
on b o t r f l o n r ^ ^ I p s w i c h ) ; 4) extreme width of summer beam boxes 
on both f l o o r s , suggesting t h a t the enclosed summer beams are among the 
T / r T J ?? 5) the d i s p a r i t y i n w a l l w i d t h between the f i r s t and 
second f l o o r s on the three cuter w a l l s of the right-hand room (deeper-
w a l l s on the f i r s t f l o o r are o f t e n a t e l l t a l e s i g n t h a t overhanging 
second s t o r i e s were l a t e r closed i n , c f . the Ross Tavern). One of tbese 
features alone would not be s u f f i c i e n t proof of F i r s t Period 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , but together they provide compelling evidence t h a t the 
Burnham house was constructed i n the F i r s t Period. The house, i n room 
dimension, suspected presence of overhangs, and possible pres-nce of 
crossed summer beams most c l o s e l y resembles the Whipple House and the 
Ross Tavern m Ipswich, and may, t h e r e f o r e , l i k e those houses, be part of 
what Cummings c a l l e d the d i s t i n c t i v e l y elegant r e g i o n a l school of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t flowered i n Ipswich i n the l a t e 17th c e n t u r y . [ 1 ] 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The James Burnham House i s a 5 bay wide, 2 1/2 s t o r y , one room deep 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h rear e l l . The rig h t - h a n d room and chimney bay comprise 
the e a r l i e s t p a r t of the house. The l e f t - h a n d rooms and the rear e l l 
were added m the 18th century. A 20th century, 2 s t o r y porch abuts the 
west end. The house r e t a i n s F i r s t Period massing w i t h s t e e p l y p i t c h e d 
roof and the o r i g i n a l c e n t r a l chimney. The facade r e f l e c t s updatings of 
Lhe house at sev e r a l periods. Windows, Second Period vernacular i n s t y l e 
and small m s i z e , are asymmetrically placed. Two windows l i g h t the 
ample east rooms, wh i l e a s i n g l e window on each f l o o r l i g h t s the smaller 
west rooms. The e x t e r i o r i n c o r p o r a t e s s u b t l e shingle s t y l e d e t a i l i n g i n 
the form of s l i g h t , curved p r o j e c t i o n s over some of the windows. An 
^ ^ ^ ^ I century enclosed, one s t o r y entrance porch and dormer windows 
added m the 1950s give the house a Co l o n i a l Revival character. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

No F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s are exposed i n the house. However, the combined 
evidence of room dimensions, beam size and c o n f i g u r a t i o n , j o i s t spacing, 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v fnrTn b o t t 
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the probable presence of overhangs on three sides enclosed w i t h i n the 
w a l l s , and steep ro o f p i t c h i s s u f f i c i e n t to presume F i r s t Period 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The right-hand room i s a spacious 19 1/2 f e e t wide by 18 1/2 f e e t deep. 
The l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam i s enclosed i n a box 18 1/2 inches wide. At 
the outer w a l l , the summer beam i s supported by a post w i t h box of 
eq u a l l y ample dimensions. The shallowness of the summer beam box and the 
si z e of the room i n f a c t suggest the p o s s i b i l i t y of a crossing transverse 
summer beam now t o t a l l y hidden w i t h i n the c e i l i n g s , a framing system 
which would be co n s i s t e n t w i t h the overhangs suspected on three sides 
(see below). J o i s t spacing as i n d i c a t e d by n a i l evidence i s 17 to 18 1/2 
inches on centers. The w a l l s of the room, as i n d i c a t e d by the depth of 
the window reveals are one f o o t t h i c k . 

I n the right-hand chamber, the l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam also encased i n 
an 18 1/2 inch wide box. The box of the post which supports the summer 
beam at the outer w a l l i s only 10 inches wide, however. The outer w a l l s 
of the u p s t a i r s room are at 5 inches t h i c k , as opposed to a foo t t h i c k i n 
the downstairs room. 

I n the a t t i c no framing i s v i s i b l e because the space has been f i n i s h e d 
o f f f o r l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . The owner re p o r t s that roof framing i s of 
p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s and common p u r l i n s . The c e l l a r extends only under the 
rig h t - h a n d rooms and rear of the house. The f i e l d stone chimney 
foundation and foundation w a l l s have a recent f a c i n g of b r i c k , which 
replaced and e a r l i e r d e t e r i o r a t e d b r i c k f a c i n g ( l i k e t h a t which survives 
at the Low House across the s t r e e t ) . The framing of the f i r s t f l o o r 
v i s i b l e i n the c e l l a r i s composed of a transverse spanning beam w i t h wide 
f l a t chamfer and j o i s t s w i t h b u t t cogs. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The i n t e r i o r s received a thorough remodeling i n the Federal Period. 
Simple mantelpieces w i t h p i l a s t e r s , broad f r i e z e s , or mitered moldings 
around the f i r e p l a c e opening are found i n a l l rooms. The s t a i r c a s e i s i n 
a simple, but g r a c e f u l Federa^ s t y l e . 

A garage n o r t h of the house w i t h a diamond paned window and e l l i p t i c a l 
arches above the doors was designed by McKim, Mead and White. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Deed research by the Rev. Thomas F r a n k l i n Waters of Ipswich i n the e a r l y 
20th century s t r o n g l y suggests the house was one of three owned by James 
Burnham before 1703 on Heartbreak Road: 1) the house Burnham acquired 
from Samuel Poad i n 1577 [ 2 ] ; 2) a new house Burnham b u i l t before 1587 
[ 3 ] ; or 3) another house i n which James Burnham l i v e d i n 1703. [4] The 
many t r a n s f e r s of land w i t h vague boundary d e s c r i p t i o n s among people w i t h 
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s i m i l a r names makes i t d i f f i c u l t t o determine which of the three houses 
mentioned i s the present Burnham house, but the l o c a t i o n of pre 1677 
house seems to match best the l o c a t i o n of the current house. 

James Burnham, son of Thomas Burnham who b u i l t the Giddings-Burnham House 
on A r g i l l a Road (Form # 36) served as a trooper i n King P h i l l i p s War, 
f i g h t i n g i n the Narragansett w i n t e r campaign under Major Samuel Appleton 
of Ipswich. James Burnham was also a witness i n the Salem w i t c h t r i a l s 
of 1692. His r e a l estate dealings i n the Candlewood s e c t i o n of Ipswich 
suggest t h a t he was a man of some wealth, who could have a f f o r d e d to 
construct or acquire a house comparable to the Whipple House. James 
Burnham's son who died 8 years a f t e r h i s f a t h e r l e f t an est a t e of 5000 
pounds. 

REFERENCES 
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