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S| GNI FI CANCE

The Burnham house retains integrity of location, design, setting and

. association anitsFirst Period. Integrity of materials andwo?km nship
IS presumed, but cannot beverified until First Period construction i s
exam ned on the anterior. There is strong evidence, however, boJh
physical anddocumentary, that a significant First Period structurei s
enclosed withm the later finishes of this house, making the house

First Berao architectural ﬁ|st|ke|y t oyield information important to

of If?20 tTwTt"I constructionincludes: 1) Joist spacing
or 17t o018 1/2 anches (anmong houses exam ned by Cummi ngs, those with
conparable joist spacing were al | built before 1683; 2) steep roof pitch-

3) nearly 20 feet square room di mensions (consistent with other major
on botrflonrnn l pswich); 4) extreme width of summer beam boxes

on both floors, suggesting that the enclosed summer beans are anong t he
T/rTJ 2?27 5) the disparity inwall width between the first and
second floors on the three cuter walls of the right-hand room (deeper-
walls onthe first floor are often a telltale sign that overhanging
second stories were later closed in, cf. the Ross Tavern). e of these
features alone would not be sufficient proof of First Period
construction, but together they provide compelling evidence thatthe
Bur nham house was constructed in the First Period. The house, in room
di mension, suspected presence of overhangs, andpossible pres-nce of
crossed summer beans nost closely resembles the Whipple House and t he
Ross Tavern m |pswich, andmay, therefore, like those houses, be part of
what Cumm ngs called the distinctively elegant regional school of
architecture that flowered in Ipswich in the late 17th century.[1]

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The James Burnham House is a 5 baywide, 2 1/2 story, one room deep
structure with rear ell. Theright-hand room and chi mey bay comprise
the earliest part of the house. The left-hand roons andthe rear el |
were added m the 18th century. A 20th century, 2 story porch abutsthe
west end. The house retains First Period massing with steeply pitched
roof andthe original central chimey. The facade reflects updatings of
Lhe house at several periods. Wndows, Second Period vernacular in style
and small m size, are asymmetrically placed. Two windows lightthe
anpl e east rooms, while a single window on each floor lights the smaller
west rooms. The exterior incorporates subtle shingle style detailingi n
the form of slight, curved projections over sonme of the wi ndows. An
MR century enclosed, onestory entrance porch anddormer w ndows

added m the 1950s give the house a Colonial Revival character.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

features are exposed in the house. However, the conbined

No First Period
joist spacing,

evidence of room di mensions, beam size andconfiguration,

Staple t olnventorv fnrTn bottOm
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the probable presence of overhangs on three sides enclosed withinthe
wal s, and steep roof pitch i ssufficient topresume First Period
construction.

The right-hand room i sa spacious 19 1/2 feet wide by 18 1/2 feet deep.
The longitudinal sumer beam i senclosed i na box 18 1/2 inches wide. At
the outer wall, the sumrer beam i ssupported by a post with box of
equal ly anple dimensions. The shallowness of t hesunmrer beam box andt he
size of theroomi nfact suggest thepossibility of a crossing transverse
summer beam now totally hidden within theceilings, a fram ng system
which would be consistent with theoverhangs suspected on three sides
(see below). Joist spacing as indicated by nail evidence i s17 to 18 1/2
inches on centers. The walls of theroom as indicated by thedepth of
the wi ndow reveals are one foot thick.

In theright-hand chanber, thelongitudinal summer beam also encased i n
an 18 1/2 inch wide box. The box of thepost which supports the sunmer
beam at t heouter wall i sonly 10 inches wide, however. The outer walls
of theupstairs room areat 5 inches thick, as opposed toa foot thicki n
the downstairs room

In theattic no framng i svisible because t hespace has been finished
off for living quarters. The owner reports that roof framng i s of
principal rafters and common purlins. The cellar extends only under t he
right-hand rooms and rear of t hehouse. The field stone chimey
foundation and foundation walls have a recent facing of brick, which
replaced and earlier deteriorated brick facing (like that which survives
at t he Low House across thestreet). The framng of thefirst floor
visible i nthecellar i sconposed of a transverse spanning beam with wide
flat chamfer and joists with butt cogs.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The interiors received a thorough remodeling i ntheFederal Period.
Simple mantel pieces with pilasters, broad friezes, or mtered moldings
around thefireplace opening are found i nall roonms. The staircase i S i
a simple, but graceful Federa™ style.

A garage north of t hehouse with a diamnd paned wi ndow and elliptical
arches above t hedoors was designed by McKim Mad and Wite.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Deed research by t he Rev. Thomas Franklin Waters of Ipswich i ntheearly
20th century strongly suggests t he house was one of three owned by Janes
Bur nham before 1703 on Heartbreak Road: 1) t he house Burnhamacquired
from Sanmuel Poad i n 1577 [2]; 2) a new house Burnham built before 1587
[3]; or 3) another house 1 nwhich James Burnham |ived i n1703. [ 4] The
many transfers of land with vague boundary descriptions anong people with

-2-
Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FCRM QONTI NU. ATI ON SHEET CoranLinity: Fam No:

MASSACHLEETTS H STOR CAL GONFt | SSI QN IP3WICH 3k
Office of the Secretar>, Boston
N NNN Hn 1
Eroberty Name ou% liurnnam

Indicate each itemoninventory fom whidi is being continued bel ow.

similar names makes i tdifficult to determne which of the three houses
mentioned is the present Burnham house, but the location of pre 1677
house seens to match best the location of the current house.

James Burnham son of Thomas Burnham who built the G ddings-Burnham House
on Argilla Road (Form # 36) served as a trooper in King Phillips War,
fighting in the Narragansett winter canpaign under Major Sanuel Appleton

of Ipswich. Janmes Burnham was also a witness in the Salemwitch trials
of 1692. His real estate dealings in the Candl ewood section of Ipswich

suggest that he was a nman of sone wealth, who could have affordedt o
construct or acquire a house conparable t othe Whipple House. Janes
Burnham s son who died 8 years after his father left anestate of 5000

pounds.
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