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1. Namft nf Property
historic name Blue Hills Parkway, Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS
other names/site number Same

2.1 oration

Street & number Blue Hills Parkway N/A  not for publication
city or town  Boston, Milton bJZA vicinity
state Massachusetts . codeMA rniinty  Suffnlk/Nnrfnlk  fAniinties code_Q21J12S zip  code jmM

3 Sfafp/Feripral A<;AMtnry Cftrtifiration

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Denomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
HiakTric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
(ameets « doagriot meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statg”de ID log”™ly. (¢ See cojjtinuation sheet for additional comments.)

~O

Signature of edifying official/Title Date
Cara H. Metz, Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parte Sftrvine Cftrtifiration
heresy-Certify that this property is: Sigfl*ure of the Keeper Date of Action
(Altered inthe National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classifirafion
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
_ public-Local X district
X public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

6. Function or 1Jsg
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
RECREATION/CULTURF - outdoor recreation
LANDSCAPF - park natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - road related

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

_NZA

Narrative Description
See Section 7 Continuation Sheet

Norfolk and .Suffolk Cnunties Ma-ssachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
Q n .building
0 sites
, Structures
objects
a Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

None

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RFCRFATION/CULTURF - outdoor recreation
| ANNSCAPF - park, natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - mart related

IVlaterials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A

walls N/A

roof. MA.

other. asphalt, concrete, granite, plantings, stone.
WQOd.



NPS Form | 10-900-i OMB Approvil No. 1024-001S

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

National Regider of Higoric Places

, Am J Blue Hills Parkway
ContmUatlOIll Sheet Metropolitan Park Sygem of Greater Bogon MPS
Bogtor/Milton (Suffolk/Norfolk), MA

Section number A Pege ©

DESCRIPTION

The Blue Hills Parkway (#1 on the data sheet), beginning in Boston (Suffolk County) but located
amog entirely in Milton (Norfolk County), Massachusetts, is a 1.5-mile-llong, multi-lane, divided-
roadway connecting parkway in Bogton's regiond parkway sygem. It is a heavily traveled formal
boulevard through a medium-dendty suburban residentia neighborhood. At its northem terminus, the
Blue Hills Parkway connects with Blue Hill Avenue, a mgjor north-south artery (aso known, from
Franklin Park southward, as State Route 28). The southem terminus of the Blue Hills Parkway isUnquity
Road (discussed in a sgparate nomination for the Blue Hills Resarvation Parkways) and the Blue Hills
Reservation. The Blue Hills Parkway provides a direct connection to the Blue Hills Resarvation from
Bogton and the Neponsat River Resarvation. The Blue Hills Parkway is described from north to south,
generdly the historical order of its deveopment.

The Blue Hills Parkway begins in Boston near the southem edge of Mattgpan Square, a busy, laie 19"-
and 20*-century commercia hub on the southem edge of Bogton. Mattgpan Square is formed by the
intersection of three major Boston roadways—Blue Hill Avenue, River Stregt, and Cummins Highway—
& well as Edgewater Drive, and the Méatapan MBTA sation and its acoessroad. Located &t the southern
edge of the square is the Negponsst River Reservation—with MDC-owned parkland that borders both
ddes of the Neponsst River in the area of the parkway. The northem terminus for the parkway
corresponds to a line of convenience drawn across the northern edge of the Mattepan Bridge, a Sructure
that was built to carry the Blue Hills Parkway across the Neponset River. The bridge dso aosses the
Boston/Milton municipal line, which corregponds to the southem edge of the Neponsat River. South of
theriver, the parkway travels exclusively through Milton.

Built 1901-1903, the Mattapan Bridge (#2 on the data sheet) sarves as the formal entry to the Blue
Hills Parkway. It is a massve, granite-faced, triple-arched bridge that features granite sSde rails topped
with flat, granite cgpgonesthat meesure two feet wide and four feet long (PHOTO #1). This is awide
bridge, two to three lanes eech northbound and southbound, with athree-foot-wide concrete median in the
center, all lined with vertical granite curbs, and four-foot-wide concrete sdewaks on either Sde. Benegth
the roadway, the two amdler fourteen-foot channds to the south silted in long ago, and the Neponsst
channd is now redtricted to the fifty-foot main arch of the bridge, on its north end. The partially granite-
faced, cement wing walls are now dmog completely hidden in brush and trees, and topped by the
continuous granite-faced rail. This bridge is an important dement of the parkway and is conddered a
contributing structure.

On the northem bank of the Neponset in the City of Boston, inapaich of turf adjacent to the northwest
comer of the bridge and directly adjacent to its northwestem wing wall, isthe Mattapan Veterans
(continued)
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Memorial Monument (#3 on the data sheet), saven feet by five feet, and two feet deep, picturing an
eagle and bearing the following inscription: DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF THOSE FROM

MATTAPAN WHO SERVED IN THEARMED FORCES OF THEUNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

It is not dated, but gopearsto be ca 1920. It iswithin the boundary of the parkway and is conddered a
contributing object.

South of the Mattapan Bridge, the Blue Hills Parkway continues as adivided boulevard. Like the northem

dde, the southem dde of the bridge marks thejunction of severa mgjor roads, all branching off the main

route of the Blue Hills Parkway. The mog significant is the MDC-managed arterial Truman Parkwav

(discussed individually in a sgparate nomination), formerly the Neponsst River Parkway and dso known
& Brush Hill Road. Blue Hill Avenue, the Bogton arterial, dso reamerges & this comer, heading

southward toward the westem end of the Blue Hills Reservation where it mergeswith Canton Avenue &

the base of Great Blue Hill. To the eet ae two andler Sde dreats, Eliot Avenue and Curtis Road, a
former private lane. All of these roads gopear in a 1901 ground plan for the Mattgpan Bridge in a
configuration similar to their present one. Unlike the northern sde of the bridge, however, where dl roeds

mext in an open circlea Mattgpan Square, the roads here are connected to one anather through BlueHills
Parkway.

A sygem of landsceped trafficidands, the Blue Hills Parkway Median Idands (#4 on the data sheet),

divides the northbound and southbound lanes of the parkway and are located a this intersection to aid in
traffic maneuvers. Located immediately south of the Mattgpan Bridge, these idands gppear on the 1901

plans for the parkway. Tum lanes have bean opened through the idands for Curtis Road, and the severd

miters (small triangular idands) inthe southbound lane direct traffic onto Truman Parkwav and Blue Hill

Avenue. The idands have bean landscgped and gppear parklike with approximately 50-year-old oeks,

maples, pine trees, and a massve copper beech. Some young replacement trees of like goecies have
replaced older treesthat were logt a5 aresult of diseese or age The Blue Hills Parkway Median Idands
ae quite widein this gtretch, reaching their widest point (about 25 feet) where the parkway intersects with
Eliot Avenue to the eest and Truman Highway to the west.

In the areaof the Blue Hills Parkway Median Idands, the Blue Hills Parkway widens condgderably to four
lanes northbound and southbound, with the inside lanes doubling as tuming lanes. The northbound lanes
ae relatively draight in this gretch, but the southbound lanes curve west substantidly to allow for the
centra idands (again, condgtent with the 1901 ground plan). The roadways are bituminous concrete, and
the curbing on the sdes and the idands condst of vertically placed granite block. The lights on idands
and dong the parkway condst of cobra-heed fixtures on cement poles. Concrete and asphdt ddewaks,
st back behind a six-foot-wide planting strip, parallel both roadways.

(continued)
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Despite the volume of traffic, the setting in this first sretch is picturesque, especialy with the large trees
on the idands. To the eest of the parkway isalate 19™- to early 20"-century residential neighborhood of
subgtantid two-story houses. To the west isthe meandering Neponset River corridor, a this point apark
with turf, modern wooden park benches on meta poles fixed into concrete pads, and mature trees (ash,
locust, beech, and evergreens). Across from Eliot Avenue is a smal deed-end dreet, Eliot Circle Road.
Just south of Eliot Circle Roed and oriented towards it is the Neponsat District MDC Specid  Savices
building, a two-story brick sructure with a hipped roof, apparently a former resdence. In addition to
these dements of setting, between Maitgpan Bridge and Eliot Circle on the west dde of the parkway,
within the planting strip, are a gandard modem MDC dgn for the Blue Hills Parkway and the rough
granite J. McLean Mile Marker (#5 on the data sheet). Only two feet from the roadway, this marker,
gquared and smoothed, is four feet high, two feet wide, and six inches thick. Heavily wom, it reeds
BOSTON 7 MILES JMcLEAN 1823. Although it predatesthe parkway, it hes been present during the

parkway's entire history and is conddered a contributing object in this nomination. Unlike many other
mile markers in Massachusetts, this one hes not previoudy been listed in the National Register of Historic
Haces

The character of the roadway changes somewhat south of the Truman Parkway intersection, as the Blue

Hills Parkway Median Idands giveway to thefifteen-foot-wideBlue Hills Parkway Median (#6 on the
data sheet) (PHOTO #2). The parkway corridor here narrows dightly compared to itswidth north of the

Truman Parkway intersection. The median, original to the parkway, is planted with 50- to 75-year-old

maples and oaks in an dlee formation. The planted median dramatically frames the inner edges of the

parkway and is a contributing feature of the parkway. The roadway here is three lanes wide in eech

direction, eech lane about twelve feet wide, with the outdde lanes doubling as informal parking arees

There are severd tuming bregks in the median here, someimes without accompanying sde sreets The

medians inthis section are turf, with amix of new and established trees. Vertically placed granite blocks

continue to define the inner edges (along the median) and outer edges of the parkway throughout this

section. Inthe planting strips that border the outer edges of the parkway are mature, deciduous trees of a
Soecdies consgtent with those in the median (Tree Allee, #7 on the data sheet) and cobra-head light

fixtures on cement poles. Beyond the planting strips are concrete walks. The setting in this dretch is one-
to three-story, early 20* century residentia. This configuration is consgtent, with someminor variations,

for the rest of the parkway until it terminates a the northem edge of the Blue Hills Reservation. South of

Brook Road, State Route 28 follows Brook Road to the east and traffic on the Blue Hills Parkway lessens

condgderably. The median hereis cut into to form amiter and to accommodate a cut-off from the Tmman

Highway to Brook Road.

(continued)
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South of Brook Road, the road travds directly south without the dightest curve. The roadway hereis two
lanes southbound (the former Mattapan Road and the original parkway travel lanes) and three lanes
northbound (land acquired for the parkway, which became the plessure lanes) (PHOTO #3). Median
bresks here usually correspond to Sde greats, but are not present a all Sde dreets. The outsde lanes on
both ddes function as impromptu parking, and the roadway curbing becomes intermittent after Kahler

Avenue. The setting is one- to threedtory, early 20* century residentid, with a school and severd

churches (with a sdewalk laid across the median in front of one church). The tree dlee that framesthe
outer edges of the parkway combines with the trees in the median to form a picturesque canopy of trees
down this uncharacteristically flat and straight corridor. The roadway, which is as flat as it is straight
south of Brook Road, travels condstently a approximately 32 feet above s leve.

At Audubon Road, the parkway pesses dong the edge of Pope's Pond Park, a 47-acre municipal park.
The section of the park dong the parkway is mostly bmsh and multi-story deciduous woodland. The
ddewalks in this gretch are bituminous concrete, with the walk on the west 9de narrower, only three feet
from the roadway, and nearly buried in places. Inthe center of the raised turf median, afaint trace of the
former dirt bridletrail remains.

The parkway pess=s over the Pine Tree Brook Culvert (#8 on the data sheet), a diagona concrete
drainage stmcture that alows a smadl outlet from Popes Pond to flow northeast under the parkway to the
Neponset River. Thetop of the culvertisvisible in the median. Concrete bridge Sde rails above the

channd here bear an incised date of 1962. Although drainage systems are generdly not noted in these
nominations, the prominence of this dructure makes it an integra part of the parkway. Since it wes
congtructed after the period of significance, however, it isconddered anoncontributing structure.

Both ddes of the parkway immediately south of Fine Tree Brook are wooded. Jugt south of Fine Tree
Brook, outside of the parkway boundary, onthe east Sde of the road, two largefiel dstonegate piers (with
cement cgps topped with bal finials) frame a now overgrown path. This was the entry to the former
Rosamund Lamb Estate, now redeveloped as elderly housing and accessed from a Sde dtreet. Pine Tree
Brook Road, to the ead, isthe one modem intmsion on the parkway, the roadway a spine leading up into
a 1980s housing subdivision. The wooded setting continues on the eastem sde south of this point. Across
from the subdivision on the west dde of the parkway is an early to mid-20* century, one- to two-story
residential neighborhood, with Popes Pond Park woodlands intermittently visible behind this row of
houses.

From Parkway Crescent to Canton Avenue, there are no dde dreets, with the single exception of the later
Pine Tree Brook Road. Fencesflank the parkway, near the back edge of the sdewalk, double-lapped
(continued)
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wooden rails on square and triangular reinforced cement pogts. Except in placeswhere they are broken or
missing, these are intermittent on the west and consistently present on the eestem Sde, apparently
marking the former bounds of the Lamb Edate. As such, they are part of the setting rather than afesture
of the parkway. The BlueHills Parkway ends a its intersection with Canton Avenue, an intersection
rebuilt in 1900 as a broad circle (Canton Avenue Circle, #9 on the data sheet) without a center idand.
The parkway ends a the southem edge of the rotary where Unquity Road and the Blue Hills Reservation
begin.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known within the boundaries of the BlueHills Parkway, dtesmay be
present. Sixteen Native dtes are located in the generd area (within one mile). Environmental characterigtics of
the area indicate the presence of locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that arefavorable
for locating Native sites. Well-drained soils on level to moderately doping topography characterized much of the
parkway prior to road construction. Most of the route is dso located within 1000 feet of wetlands including the
Neponset River, Pine Tree Brook, and Popes Pond. In spite of the above information, construction of the road
surface, sdewalks, utilities and drainage precludes the survival of cultural resourceswithin the narrow nominated
corridor. A low potential exigts for the recovery of archaeologica resources, either ancient Native American or

historic in the nominated area

(end)
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8- Statement nf Signlfir.anre
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See Section 8 Continuation Sheet

9- Major Bihlif>graphinal Referenres
See Section 9 Continuation Sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Norfolk anri Riiffnik CniintiRs Massar.hiisBtts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and Development
Engineering
Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance

1fi93-1Q:"9

Significant Dates

1893-1903: Blue Hills Parkway planned and con.sitructed
1901-1903- Mattapan Bridge constructed

1931-1939: Roadway graded, repaved and partially
reconstructed and sidewalks added

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

HIA

Cultural Affiliation

HiA

Architect/Builder
Charles Eliot, Olmsted Brothers, Edmund M

Wheelwright, Works Progress Administration (WPA)

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
jLOther State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
jVletropolitan Distrint Commission, Boston, MA
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Blue Hills Parkway, a 1.5-milellong boulevard in Boston and Milton, is significant as one of the
earliest connecting parkways desgned for the Metropolitan Parks Commisson (MPC) by Olmated,

Olmgted and Eliot and its sucocessor firm, Olmated Brothers, and it is emblematic of the firm's principles
of parkway creation. A divided highway that runs directly south through early 20™-century residentia

neighborhoods, the Blue Hills Parkway directly connects the Blue Hills Resarvation (the largest open

goace in Metropolitan Boston) with Boston, the Neponset River Reservation, and Truman Parkway (the
subject of a sgparate nomination).

Blue Hills Parkway possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and
asociation. 1t megtsNationa Regiger Criteria A and C in the significance areas of community planning
and development, engineering, landscgpe architecture, and transportation a the sate leve and fulfills the
Parkways Registration Requirements for the associated Connecting Parkway property subtype, under
Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of significancefor the
Blue Hills Parkway is from 1894, the beginning of acquisition for the parkway, through 1939, the lagt
year any major changes were mede to the parkway.

The Blue Hills Parkway was laid out in 1834, running south from Mattapan Square in Boston—"taking
advantage of the widening of Blue Hill Avenue just completed by the city—to Canton Avenue & the
north end of the Blue Hills Resarvation. The Blue Hills Resarvation's 6,700 acrestoday comprise nearly
40% of the total holdings of the Metropolitan Park Sysem, and from its beginning, access to the
reservation was essentid. 1nthe second annud report of the MPC, Charles Eliot included a sketch map
showing the importance of the two connecting parkways that would tie the two great resarvations, the
Middlesex Fells and Blue Hills, to Boston.' The nine-mile disgance from the Massachusetts State House
to Crossman's Pines, the northwesteramogt comer of the resarvation as then proposed, meade the Blue
Hills four miles further awvay than the Middlesex Fells. But Eliot still sav an important symmetry:

Owing to thefact that the municipality of Boston extendsfour times asfar south of the
Sate House as it does north, and because Boston has undertaken the construction of a
broad highway out to her uttermost boundary at Mattapan, the length of the Blue Hills
parkway proposed to be acquired by the Metropolitan Commission isno greater thanthe
length of theproposed Fellsparkway.

(continued)

"Diagram Showing Relation of the Proposed BlueHills and Fells Parkways to the Metropolitan District
of Boston," MPC Annual Report, January 1895, between pp.42-43. All further quotes and dates are from
subsequent editions of the Annual Report or plans in the MDC plans room, unless otherwise noted.
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Eliot proposed a Blue Hills Parkway three miles in length, composad of the current parkway, from
Mattapan south to Canton Avenue, and a further extenson south from Canton Avenue to Crossman's
Pines. This southem half became the park drive known today as Unquity Road (Unquity Road is
conddered separately from this nomination, as part of the BlueHills Resarvation Parkways).

Eliot acknowledged other key differences between the two parkways. Unlike the twin reservation acoess
points for the Middlesex Fells Resarvation (i.e. where Felswvay Wes and Felsway Eag enter the
Middlesex Fells Resarvation from the south), the Blue Hills Parkway had a sngle entry point from the
north (where Unquity Road istoday). The BlueHills Parkway was not curvilinear, like the Flswvay (the
Fellswvay, Fellsway Ead, and Fdlswvay West are discussed in a separate nomination for the Fellswvay

Connector Roads) but plunged straight south through a sparsdy populated countryside. Because it did not

Frve an edtablished neighborhood, its primary function weas "only as a means of gpproach to this great

public domain." But its arrival would open these areas up for repid development. Eliot noted, "its dectric
railroad will . . . populate a large region that has hitherto been inaccessble from the city." Although the
railroad was never built, the BlueHills Parkway did goesd development in Milton.

Two key desgn ideas would characterize both the Blue Hills and the Middlesex Fells parkways. Eliot
proposed a gandard right of way 120 feet wide, "smply the narrowest width within which it is safely
practicable to meke a sgparate resarvation for dectric cars." Secondly, one of thetwo paralld travel lanes
was planned as disproportionately wider, "to be redtricted to pleasure carriages, except for the necessary
sarvice of the houses fronting upon it." Despite the fact that the surface trolley and the horse-drawvn
carriage both have long snce vanished from the parkways, their presence remains in the desgn of the
wide medians and 3:2 lane ratiosthat till characterize both of these parkways.

In 1896, the MPC began building the parkway link (Unquity Road) from Canton Avenue south into the

new reservation, and in April began acquiring land for the Blue Hills Parkway from the Neponset River

south in Milton, mostly aong the pre-existing BlueHill Avenue and Mattapan Street, to Canton Avenue.

Construction of the first ssgment of the BlueHills Parkway, from the Neponset River 1,500 feet south to

Brook Road in Milton, began Sgptember 3, 1897, and finished July 21, 1898. The parkway here ranged

from 120 feet to 230 feet wide, with an average width of 136 feet. Each of thetwo roadways had "broken-
gone surfacing,” and the taking lines were defined with sone bounds. At the sametime, Milton widened

Brook Road, and the MPC redligned its intersection dightly to acoommodate it. This stretch of road, from
Blue Hill Avenue in Boston to Brook Road in Milton, via the Blue Hills Parkway, isknown today as State

Route 28.

(continued)
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In 1898, the MPC completed plans for the seoond segmant of the Blue Hills Parkway, from Brook Road
to Canton Avenue. The following year, the MPC began construction, basad upon the designs of Olmsted,
Olmsted, & Eliot. The plans cdled for atotal width of 120 feet with a straight dignment, terminatingin a
large circle & Canton Avenue. Two driveways, 26 feet and 36 feet, separated by a 32-foot strip of lawn,
extended the complete length. The narrower westem roadway, the former Mattgpan Road, was given a
broken sone surface "suitable for combined travel,” while the broader eestern roadway, all new
congtruction, was given a fine gravd surface, more suitable for "pleasure driving." Construction was
completed May 8, 1900.

In 1899, the MPC began the fina link inthe Blue Hills Parkway, as it commisioned a design for anew
bridge to replace the existing bridge) over the Neponsat River to connect the Blue Hills Parkway to Blue
Hill Avenue. The following year, architect Edmund M. Whedwright of Whedlwright & Haven, in
cooperation with the engineer William T. Ferce and the landscgpe architect, Olmsted Brothers, produced
afina design. The primary bridge architect for the MPC (including the Longfellow Bridge on the Charles
River), Whedlwright was Bogton's City Architect, designing schoadls, fire department heedquarters (Fine
Street 1nn), the Massachusatts Historical Society, and Horticultural Hall in Boston, as well as the Harvard
Lampoon Building in Cambridge. In their section of the January 1901 annud report, the Olmsed
Brothers firm compared two gpproaches to the design of "this important bridge':

Two different methods of treating thisproblem present themselves: either to consider the
bridge as a mere part of theformal parkway, under which openings or culverts have to
be provided for thewater of the river; or asan important bridge, spanning the second
largest river inthedistrict, the scenery of which hasseemed of sufficient importance to
justify a large expenditurefor itspreservation...It seems to usthat inview of the part
which the Neponset istoplay inthepark system of thefuture thelatter treatment ismore
appropriate and more dignified than to subordinate its continuity to that of a roadway.

Construction began in 1901 on a Mattgpan Bridge that fulfilled the second, loftier st of gods
Consgtruction necessitated the demolition of Mattapan Station on the Boston sde of the Neponset, but the
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad was given other land, in exchange, for the congtruction of a
new dtation. Given the importance of the desgn, the ground plan, eevation, section, and even an
architect's sketch were printed in the annud report for January 1902, dong with a description of its
distinctive desgn by MDC Chief Engineer William T. Ferce:

(continued)
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The plans adopted providefor the extension of the parkway, of thefull width of 130 feet,
northerly, towards Boston, across the raceway to the proposed bridge. Thetotal length of
the bridge and curving wing walls will be 175feet, with a clear width of 80feet over the
arches. There will be three archesfor theriver, oneof 50-foot span andtwo of 14-foot
span each. The raceway will be carried across the parkway through a culvert with an
arch of 20-foot span. Theentire masonry construction will be of concrete faced with
granite, the arches reinforced with arched steel ribs on the system known as Melan
construction.

The bridgewould even boag 12-foot-wide Sdewaks. The descriptions and views of the bridge (including
a photograph of the bridge as completed) in the 1904 report show the dructure of the bridge hes not
changed appreciably during the pest one hundred years, dthough the banks of the Neponsat ae
overgrown and the two amdler arch channds have silted closed. The main change isthe disgppearance of
the raceway a the southern end of the bridge, which hes either been completely channded or smply
filled in, as the area aove it now is lawn. The first lighting, Welsbach naphtha lamps on tall poles, was
added in 1903, shortly after the bridge was completed.

Within the first decade of the Parkway's exigence, automobiles begen to displace horses aong the Blue
Hills Parkway. Initsfirst years horse-dravn conveyances were the only traffic. In 1902, aportion of the
easterly plessure roadway without dde streats was closed off for an automobile gpeedway on certain
days, while the westerly roadway wes left open to traffic and for observing the sport. In 1904, a
recregtional bridle path was laid out in the median of the BlueHills Parkway between Brook Roed and
Canton Avenue to accommodate equedrians. But by the next year, reckless automobile drivers were
tearinguptheroads and frightening horses The MPC addressed the problem temporarily with motorcycle
police officers and experimenta tar and petroleum road treatments. Between 1910 and 1912, the MPC
surfaced the entire length of the westem travel roadway with bituminous macadam, athough the pleesure
road—the southem section of the eestem roadway—remained surfaced with crushed sone only. By the
middle of that decade, Mattgpan Bridge often had the highest traffic counts of any MPC roadway. A
weekly cenaus for October 10to 16, 1915, yieded 35,835 automobiles, 2,780 other motorized vehicles
(primarily trucks), and only 5000 horse-drawn vehicles. By August of 1924, the flow had incressed 0
that daily traffic averages across Mattgpan Bridge were 15,328 automobiles, 1,420 commercia vehicles,
and amere 92 horse-drawn vehicles”

(continued)

N Annud Report of the [MDC] Divison of Metropalitan Flanning, Novamber 1924, p.9.
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Although designed with awide median to allow for drectcars, the Blue Hills Parkway apparently never
hogted atrolley line. Strestcar aocess to the Blue Hills Reservation wes provided via Randolph Street and
Blue Hill Avenue, with tracks for the latter crossing Mattgpan Bridge. During the winter of 1920, thisline

oceesad operating. 1n 1931, the MPC removed the old pavement and car tracks a Mattapan Bridgeand laid
new asphat pavement.

Other important changeswere meade to the Blue Hills Parkway during the MDC  construction boom of the
1930s In 1931, portions of the Parkway southerly from the bridge and near Brook Road were resurfaced.
In 1935, the pleasure lane was phesad out completely, and each of the roadways of the Blue Hills
Parkway was made one way for its entire length. In 1939, a Works Progress Administration project
congructed 6,900 feet of six-foot-wide bituminous concrete ddewak aong Blue Hills Parkway from
Kahler Avenue to Canton Street. The project included regrading, learning, and seeding of 920 feet of
nine-foot-wide planting Soece, and 4,600 feet of 5-foot-wide planting Space.

Beyond occasond resurfacing, the Blue Hills Parkway hes had dmogs no changes since 1939. For this
reeson, 1939 marks the end of the period of significancefor BlueHills Parkway.

(end)
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2.19 327280 4680040
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Boundary Description & Justification
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The National Regigter boundary for the Blue Hills Parkway includes the parkway and adjacent planting
drips and sidewalks, where they exist. Where sdewaks and planting dtrips do not exist, the nomination
includes all the land that extends back 10 feet from the current edge of the parkway. Additionally, the
boundary corresponds to the footprint of the Mattgpan Bridge (including its wing walls). The boundary
does not include adjacent MDC-owned parkland that isnot directly related to the parkway.

The northem terminus of the BlueHills Parkway isaline of convenience drawn across the parkway & the
northem edge of the Mattapan Bridge (including its wing walls). The southern terminus of the parkway
correspondsto a line of convenience drawn aong the outer perimeter of the Canton Avenue Circle where
it meetsUnquity Road a the northem boundary of the Blue Hills Reservation.

(end)



NPS Form | 10-900-a

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Natlonal Register of Historic Places. » , /N"MA
. >~ 1 Metropolitan Park Sygem of Grester Bodon MPS
Continuation Sheet Boston/Milton(Suffolk/Norfolk),MA

Section number photos Pege

Photographs

Photographer: Emily Maess, PAL
Date: July 2002
Negatives a: PAL, Pawtucket, RI

1 Wed d9de, Mattapan Bridge, looking north
2. Pakway median, looking south
3. Treedlee, looking south



Name: BOSTON SOUTH Location: 042* 15'21.6" N 071 05'32.4" W
Date: 9/3/2002 Caption: Blue Hills Parkway
Scale: 1 Inch equals 1333 feet Milton, Massachusetts

Copyright (C) 1997, Maptech, Inc
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#5
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Blue Hills Parkway
Milton, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

NRHP Listed MHC# Name Town

Boston and

Boston and

Blue Hills Parkway Milton
Mattapan Bridge Milton
Memorial Momment  Mito"
Blue Hills Parkway Milton

Median Islands

J. McLean Mile Marker Milton

Blue Hills Parkway

Median Milton
Tree Allee Milton
Pine Tree Brook Milton

Culvert

Canton Avenue Circle Milton

Location

Between the north end of the
Mattapan Bridge in Boston and
the northern edge of the Blue
Hills Reservation

Marks the northern terminus of
Blue Hills Parkway. Spans the
Neponset River

Located adjacent to the
northwestern wingwall of the
Mattapan Bridge

Marks intersection of Truman
Parkway/Brush Hill Road, Blue
Hills Avenue, Eliot Avenue and
Curtis Road with the Blue Hills
Parkway

Located on the western side of
the parkway behiveen the
Mattapan Bridge and Truman
Parkway. Brush Hill Road
Between Truman
Parkway/Brush Hill Road and
the north edge of the Canton
Avenue Circle

Tree alee borders outer edges
of the parkway between
Truman Parkway/Brush Hill
Road and the north edge of the
Canton Avenue Circle

Near Pope's Pond(south of
Parkway Crescent Road)
Marks the intersection of Blue
Hills Parkway at Canton
Avenue. Bkue Hills Avenue

terminates at the southern edge

of the circle

Date

1897-1903

1901-1903

1920s

1897-1903

1823

1897-1903

1897-1903

1962

1900

Status

C

NC

C

Type

Structure

Structure

Object

Structure

Object

Structure

Site

Structure

Structure
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

May 1,2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed pleese find the following nomination:

Blue Hills Parkway, Boston/Milton (Suffolk/Norfolk), MA
Metropolitan Park Sysem of Grester Boston (Parkways) MPS

RERVED 230

m

The nomination wes voted eligible by the State Review Board and been Sgned by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State Review
Board consderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to

comment.
We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commisson

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470.Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sate maus'sec/mhc



