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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated at 1733 Canyon Boulevard, now a major artery in Boulder, the Gulver-Baird 
House is a single detached dwelling rectangular in plan. The structure measures 
twenty-two by twenty-six feet, has one and one-half stories, and was erected on a 
stone foundation with balloon framing and filled with brick. The exterior siding is 
of vertical board and batten. The main or south facade has two bays, the east and 
west facades three bays, and the north facade one bay. The roof is pitched with a 
shed projecting from the rear.

The secondary features are not elaborate. The front of the house has a porch, six 
feet deep, with a roof supported by delicate wooden columns with carved corner brack 
ets. The windows are primarily two-sashed and double hung with wooden surrounds. 
The interior has four rooms on the first floor and one on the second.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Culver-Baird House is significant because of its strong link to pioneer days in 
Boulder. The structure is one of the few examples of early vernacular architecture 
remaining in the city, and thus it exemplifies the local tradition of construction ^ 
and style seen in an earlier day. Finally, this small board and batten house serves 
as a constant reminder of the life style of Boulder's pioneers.

The origin of the building is somewhat unclear,, On March 15, 1871, Robert and Annie 
Culver sold Lot 9 of Chamberlain's Addition to one Robert Woodward for $50. A few 
months later Culver, Woodward, and one W. S. Chamberlain platted the property on 
which the house stands today. Woodward held his lot for just over a year when he 
sold it and "one frame house" to a Wolf J. Hanenstein. It is not certain whether 
Culver or Woodward built the structure, although Culver was involved with house con 
struction on Chamberlain's Addition. In any event} Hanenstein retained the property 
for eight years, but then on December 28, 1880, he sold it to one Augusta H. Bixby 
for $400. The building then went through a succession of owners until 1919 when it 
was bought by Newton H. Baird, an automobile mechanic. The structure remained in 
the possession of a member of the Baird family until sold in 1978 to Historic Boulder, 
an organization desirous of preserving the city's heritage.

In comparison with the turn-of-the-century brick houses found throughout Boulder's 
core area, the Culver-Baird House is one of the few representatives left of the frame 
houses built in the first era of the city's growth—when it served as a supply point 
to the mining towns in the mountains farther west. As such, the structure is a 19th 
century version of the "poor man's" shelter analogous to the non-urban dwelling or 
"soddy" whose importance to settlement has long been recognized locally, regionally, 
and nationally. In this context the "Little Grey House" is an important vestige 
that reflects the lifestyles of ordinary people of modest means in an early era of 
Boulder's development. Although of minimal size, the Culver-Baird House has survived 
intact and unaltered, in contrast to many similar structures that have been demolished 
in the recent boom.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The south half of lot 9, Chamberlain's Addition.
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