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Ridgeton Farm is located on the east side of Bay Shore Road, one-half
mile southwest of Taylor Island Town, on Taylor's Island, Dorchester
County, Maryland.

The house is an Italianate style, frame mansion of two stories raised
about four feet above grade and resting on a brick foundation. It

is three bays long and three bays deep and has a hipped roof with a
center gable, a widow's walk and two huge chimneys.

The facade has a one story screened porch with pairs of square columns
supporting the roof. Its cornice is composed of shaped brackets

with drop finials. The main cornice is slightly heavier and the
brackets are pierced. Double: windows of the facade have four-over-four
pane sash and louvered shutters. The central window of the second

story is composed of three parts with a cornice above. Shutters are
lacking on the latter as well as the small window in the gable. Re-
maining windows have 6/6 sash. The huge chimneys which flank the widow's
walk are remarkable in that they have a set-back, as well as a re-

cessed panel in each face, and decorative cap.

The floor plan of both stories is composed of a central stair hall

with two rooms on each side. The same plan exists on the second story.
The hall and parlor ceilings have some elegant pierced plaster work along
the border as well as a medallion in the center of the-ceilings. The
door and Windew’ architecture' resembles the-work of the Greek Reviwval
period. Mantels around each of the eight flreplaces are wood and

of the simple®design of-that'period. Sr

From the front~of the second floor hall an enclosed”stai?" ascends

to the attic. The attic houses a large octagonal king post to which
the rafters—-are’ fastened by spike and nails. The rafters arel hewn
and pit sawn, and the flooring bears marks of a circular saw.

A flight of steps ascends to a hatch which opens onto the widow's
walk. From the latter one one can view the surrounding farm lands
and marshes as well as the Chesapeake Bay and across twelve miles
to Calvert County.

There is a one and one-half story wing to the rear and a one story
wing, the former reputedly an earlier structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the second half of the nineteenth century, this imposing
Victorian mansion was the seat of one of the most influential men
in the county and the center of_ a prosperous farm. Today, in spite
of its succession of owners, Ridgeton wears its 120 years with.
grace and dignity, and is one of the most important Victorian-style
dwellings in Maryland.

Ridgeton was constructed between 1857 and 1860 by Levi D. Travers, Jr.,
on land that had been in the possession of the Travers family for

at least half a century. Travers was descended from Henry Travers,

a schoolteacher who emigrated from England before 1750, became a
justice for Dorchester County, and served in the colonial legislature.
The family increased and amassed extensive landholdings on Taylor's
Island; in the Tax Assessment of 1783, eight members of the Travers
family ageounted-£for the ownership of nearly 1,200 acres of land
on’therisland.  Jehn.€.:Travers,:the-grandfather-of,the.bpilder of
Ridgeton, combined farming and shipbuilding with mercantile activities.
The story is told of his wife, Mary Dove~Travers, who bearded the
flagship of the British fleet during the War of 1812 and successfully
negotiated the:surrender of one of her husband!'s ¢aptuxed merchant
vessels. Legend also claims that, as a member of the local militia,
John C.:Travers took part in the capture of a British,vessel in
Tobacco Stick, now Madison Bay, but his name does not appear on a

list of those authorized by Congress in 1817 to receive a bounty for
their participation in the action.

Levi D. Travers, the son of John C. Travers, expanded his father's
agricultural and mercantile interests. On the last day of 1834, he
obtained a patent for a tract of land on Taylor's Island to be known
as "Traverse Conclusion", the product of a resurvey of five contiguous
properties that Travers had inherited. The 300%-acre tract included
over one-half of Taylor's Folly",together with parts of "Hazzard",
"Intent", "Traverse Adventure", and Robsons Folly". Upon his death

in 1844, Traver's son, Levi D. Travers, Jr., inherited "Traverse
Conclusion" which was by then commonly known as the Ridge Farm or
Farms.

Born on November 21, 1828, Levi D. Travers, Jr. was only sixteen
years old when he came into possession of nearly 400 acres of land
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

and his father's business enterprises. After a period of study for
the Methodist ministry at Dickinson College in Pennsylvania, Travers
decided to return to Taylor's Island to administer his properties.
Here he made his home for the rest of his life, becoming deeply
involved in the political affairs of the county and the state.
Travers was twice elected judge of the orphan's court and was appointed
by Governor Thomas King Carroll to fill a vacancy in the office of
the chief justice; thus, even though he received no formal training
in the law, Travers was known in the community as "Judge Travers".
During his career, Travers served on the Dorchester County school
board, and as both member and chaplain of the Maryland Senate.

He was at one time president of one insurance company in the county
and a director of another; Travers also preached to Methodist
congregations in the area, and was secretary of nearby Bethlehem
Methodist Church (D-24).

The site on which Ridgeton was constructed appears to have been
occupied by farm buildings and a dwelling house before 1857. In an
1858 journal entry, Travers mentioned having "moved dwelling house
and stables at Ridge". The two-story main house, measuring forty
feet square and embellished with rich Victorian detailing, is
adjoined by a smaller, one-and-a-half-story wing which has always
served as a kitchen. This kitchen wing appears to have predated
the main structure, and may have been moved from elsewhere on the
farm to the building site. In 1860, however, Travers recorded in
his journal the total cost of erecting and furnishing his new
home; he included in these calculations a "back building, 22 ft.
by 15 with 1 story 10 ft. pitch with cistern attached". The most
likely explanation for this seeming contradiction is that Travers
had to carry out an extensive remodeling of the exisiting dwelling
in order to adapt it for its intended use.

Travers began work on Ridgeton early in 1857, when he had lumber
cut from his own property to be seasoned. During the next three
years, work proceeded simultaneously on the main house, the "back
building", two barns, a cattle shed, granary, corn crib and stable.
The Judge made frequent trips to Baltimore to purchase materials
that could not be had locally--walnut balusters and metal locks

and hardware, for instance--and imported craftsmen from outside the

See cpntinuation sheet #1
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

area to do the more specialized plastering and masonry. It is clear
from his journal entries that Travers spared no expense for his new
residence. In 1860 he estimated the cost of building Ridgeton to
have reached $5,000., with another $1,500. having been spent on
furnishings.

Travers occupied Ridgeton until his death in May 1907, at which time
his estate was in danger of forced sale to settle debts. He

managed to leave Ridgeton to his daughter Augusta, wife of Daniel

B. Prettyman, as well as making other bequests to his son, Levi
Dickinson Travers, and daughter, Manie Travers Noble. Clause 15

of Travers' will stipulated that in the event of her death, Ridgeton
should pass from Augusta Prettyman to her son, Levi D. Travers
Prettyman; this, in fact, occurred, although the younger Prettyman
deeded the property to his father in 1919. At this point ownership
of Ridgeton passed from the direct descendants of Levi D. Travers;
in 1956 the house and farm were purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Stapleforte
Neild, the present owners and residents of Ridgeton.
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