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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Captain Jack's Stronghold is a formation of incredibly twisted and contorted 
lava flow on the south shore of former Tule Lake. Here, in 1872-73, the 
Modoc Indians established a stronghold wherein they held out against the 
U. S. Army for over five months. The Indians made use of the rock forma­ 
tions, the cracks in the frozen lava, and the natural caves, all of which 
lent themselves admirably to defensive purposes. In addition the Modocs 
threw up breastworks and small fortifications of loose rocks.

The Army made two major attacks on the Stronghold, the troops erecting their 
own hasty fortifications of loose rock on each occasion. After the troops 
finally occupied the Stronghold, they erected still more "forts' r in case 
of a Modoc counterattack.

The area has not yet been adequately mapped, but approximately 130 fortifi­ 
cations have been marked. Undoubtedly many more exist, both to the east and 
west of the center of the Modoc defense — the directions from which the army 
troops attacked. Other features identifiable today include the cave in whicl 
Captain Jack's family is said to have lived, the Modoc "War Dancen Circle, 
the Modoc Council Ground, the Modoc cattle corral, and their horse corral. 
A modern road has been built between the Stronghold and the former lake bed.
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The boundary lines are believed to be large enough to include all the known 
and possible fortifications in the area. The historic area is primarily 
south and east of the road. Several house sites (pre-Modoc War) lie north 
of the road, between it and the former lake bed. Archeologists have ex­ 
cavated these. The east boundary is 2,500 feet from the center of Modoc 
defense, the west is 3,500 feet, the north is 1,500 feet at maximum, and the 
south is 2,500 feet from the center.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At Captain Jack's Stronghold approximately 70 Mo doc men held o,ut for 5-1/2 
months against a much larger body of U. S. soldiers and Oregon and
alifornia volunteers. The first, attack on the Stronghold, on January 17, 
1873, was made by 300 troops; the second attack on April 15-17, 1873, 
was made by 650. In the first instance the Modocs successfully re­ 
pulsed the attack; in the second assault, they withdrew successfully from 
the Stronghold after inflicting severe casualties on the troops.

The Stronghold symbolized the Modoc War in that here the men of the tribe 
succeeded in standing off far superior numbers of their attackers. Here 
they made their last major stand as a tribe. The war crushed the spirit 
and the body of the Modoc, but at the Stronghold, for a moment of glory, 
a people successfully defended themselves and their history. The site 
is of national significance.



<* 0
fn V
'•H V

Erwin N. Thompson, The Modoc War, 1872-73, Lava Beds National Monument
NFS, 1967.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds
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Erwin N. Thompson, Hist., and Jennifer Hunt Watts
ORGANIZATION

Denver Service1 Cent'er, -NFS
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March 27,' 1972
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National 0 State Q Local Q

Name

Title Director, Pacific Northwest Regie i

Date May 10, 1973

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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