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Toan Worcester
Address 62 Catharine Street
Historic Kare Rodney Davis
Thr ee- Decker

Usee Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1894
Source Worcester House Directory
Style Queen Anne style Three-Decker
Architect unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard and

o cut shingle
Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) oorch
balustrade and brackets removed

o (mid-20th c?
Condition good

Moved Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Settinglate 19th century, urban, multi-
family residential street, on a

steep hillslope.

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

. Clark Universitv
Organization

Qug June 1980

Revised for MHC by M chael Steinitz-12/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Rodney Davis Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. [t is significant as a
representative exanple of early three-decker constructionin the Bel nont
Street area, a district that in the 1890s was still developing as a
Scandanavi an, working-class, residential neighborhood. 't is also an

unusual ly well-preserved exanple of Queen Anne style three-decker design

from this period. The Davis Three-Decker

thus meets criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places on the

local level.

AHTEOUN. SAQNH GANE  Describe inportant archltectural features and evaluate interns of

other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 62 Catharine Street is an
detailed exanple of local Queen Anne style

unusual ly well-preserved, well-
three-decker construction. Cl ad

I n wood cla:.ooard and cut shingle, the building has a characteristic hip roof

and side-hall plan with side--wall jog. The

mai n facade contains an entry

bay sheltered by a single-story porch. The porch is flanked by a projecting,

three-story bay w ndow, with single covered

Al though the porch has lost itsdecorative

skirt overhangs between stories.
support brackets and balustrade,

it retains itsdelicate turned posts. Regularly space, decorative brackets
are located inthereof cornice overhang. Wndov7S have 2/2 sash, and are
capped by simple, bracketed crowns. The front parlor side wi ndows contain

geometric pattern, stained glass lights.

HSTCR CAL SIGN FICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the

building relates to the devel opment of the community.

Built ca. 1894, +the Davis Three-Decker was

| ocatedon the eastern end of

» Catharine Street, on a steep hillslope. The Belnont Street area was mostly
popul ated with Swedish, Swede-Finn, and Finnish immgrant families in the
late 19th and early 20th century. Many neighborhood residents were enployed
at the nearby North Works of the Washburn and Men Conpany, in the manufacture
of wire products, or by other local firms that required skilled metal workers.

The first owner of 62 Catharine Street (ca.

a draftsman, who apparently did not reside
those of both Irish and Swedish extraction,
carver; Charles Walcott (1894), a notorman;
and Ol af O son ( 1900-1902), a wiredrawer.
«( from 1908 through 1930 was John Thoren, a

Ri chardson Arns Manuf acturing Conpany. Other

1894 - 1908) was Rodney H Davis,
here. Early residents included
including Em | Berg (1894-1898), a
Dennis Kelliher (1898), a laborer;
The owner/occupant of the house
polisher for the Harrington and

early 20th century residents were

all of Swedish extraction, including Ivan Johnson, wireworker; Sanmuel Johnson,

o wireworker; and Oscar Nilson, a skatemaker.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305



