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Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address 62 C a t h a r i n e S t r e e t 

His tor ic Kame Rodney Davis 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 189 4 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne s t y l e Three -Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood c l a p b o a r d and 

Outbuildings none 
cu t s h i n g l e 

Major Al tera t ions (with dates) o o r c h 

b a l u s t r a d e and b r a c k e t s removed 

Condition good 
( m i d - 2 0 t h c? 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s t h a n 1/4 acre 

S e t t i n g l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , u r b a n , m u l t i -

f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t , on a 

s t eep h i l l s l o p e . 

UTM REFERENCE 19/270090/4683750 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:25 ,000 

Recorded by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z 

C l a r k U n i v e r s i t v 
Organization 

Qg^g June 19 80 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Rodney Davis Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e example of e a r l y three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the Belmont 
Street area, a d i s t r i c t t h a t i n the 1890s was s t i l l developing as a 
Scandanavian, working-class, r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. I t i s also an 
unusually well-preserved example of Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker design 
from t h i s p e r i o d . The Davis Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 62 Catharine Street i s an unusually well-preserved, w e l l -
d e t a i l e d example of l o c a l Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n . Clad 

' i n wood cla:.ooard and cut s h i n g l e , the b u i l d i n g has a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c hip roof 
and s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h s ide--wall j og. The main facade contains an e n t r y 
bay sheltered by a s i n g l e - s t o r y porch. The porch i s flanked by a p r o j e c t i n g , 
t h r e e - s t o r y bay window, w i t h s i n g l e covered s k i r t overhangs between s t o r i e s . 
Although the porch has l o s t i t s decorative support brackets and balustrade, 
i t r e t a i n s i t s d e l i c a t e turned posts. Regularly space, decorative brackets 
are located i n t h e r e o f cornice overhang. Windov7S have 2/2 sash, and are 
capped by simple, bracketed crowns. The f r o n t p a r l o r side windows contain 

. geometric p a t t e r n , stained glass l i g h t s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

B u i l t ca. 1894, the Davis Three-Decker was locatedon the eastern end of 
••• Catharine S t r e e t , on a steep h i l l s l o p e . The Belmont Street area was mostly 

populated w i t h Swedish, Swede-Finn, and Finnish immigrant f a m i l i e s i n the 
l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th century. Many neighborhood residents were employed 
at the nearby North Works of the Washburn and Moen Company, i n the manufacture 
of wire products, or by other l o c a l f i r m s t h a t required s k i l l e d metal workers. 
The f i r s t owner of 62 Catharine Street (ca. 1894 - 1908) was Rodney H. Davis, 
a draftsman, who apparently d i d not reside here. Early r e s i d e n t s included 
those of both I r i s h and Swedish e x t r a c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g Emil Berg (1894-1898), a 
carver; Charles Walcott (1894), a motorman; Dennis K e l l i h e r (1898), a laborer; 
and Olaf Olson ( 1900-1902), a wiredrawer. The owner/occupant of the house 

• (, from 1908 through 1930 was John Thoren, a p o l i s h e r f o r the Harrington and 
Richardson Arms Manuf a c t u r i n g Company. Other e a r l y 20th century residents were 
a l l of Swedish e x t r a c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g Ivan Johnson, wireworker; Samuel Johnson, 

• wireworker; and Oscar N i l s o n , a skatemaker. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1894, 1900,1908,1920,1928. 
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the C i t y of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Davis, Rodney, Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002398 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION ^ > ^ 

architectural classification • ' \ ' ^ 
materials ' • 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance to the resource 
context 
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other - i • 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed t o 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


