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Governor Christopher Gore Mansion 
2 L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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Massachusetts Middlesex 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict E Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

3 Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

I I In Process 

I I Being Considered 

STATUS 

W Occupied 

[ I Unoccupied 

I I Preservotion work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

• Restricted 

^ Unrestricted 

• No 
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i ! Government 

I 1 Indus t r i a l 

I I Mil itary ^ 

S I Museum 

• Pork 
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1 I Scientific 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

f 4 . OWHE'R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mrs, Lawrence W. Poison, Curator. Gore Place Society. Inc. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

52 Gore Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Waltham 02154 

STATE: 

Massachusetts 
5- t O C A T i O N OF L E G A L DESCRIPT ION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Middlesex County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge Massachusetts 
R E P R E & 6 N T A T 1 0 N |H E X I S T f N G SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Historic American Buildings Survey (31 sheets) 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1937-40 Fede ro l • State I I County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Division of Prints and Photographs, Library of Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 20540 D. C. 
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|7. Oe^CRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
xce l l en t 

(Check One) 

• Good • Fo i r • Deteriorated • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

E Altered • Unaltered 

( C h e c k One) 

[ I Moved 2 Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Gore Place is a five-part composition brick structure consisting of a 
central two-and-one-half-story main block with an elliptical bow in the 
south elevation, two one-and-one-half story hyphens, and two one-and-one-
half-story end pavilions that are built at right angles to the main axis. 
The overall length of the composition is about 188 feet; the main block is 
approximately 68 feet wide and 40 feet deep; the hyphens are each 40 feet 
wide and 21 feet deep; and the end pavilions 20 feet wide and 32 feet deep. 
The walls are of brick laid in Flemish bond. The central block has a hip 
roof with a chimney at either end, two interior chimneys, and a fifth 
chimney located in the first east bay of the south (rear) facade. The roof 
is crowned by a low wooden octagonal cupola which centered between the two 
dormers and the two interior chimneys on the north (front) slope of the roof. 
The hyphens and end pavilions have gable roofs; the gable ends of the 
pavilions are treated as pediments and each pavilion has a tall chimney. 

The north (main) facade of the central block is five-bays wide and 
across this front extends a nine-foot wide sandstone terrace. The two 
entrance doors, each with a wide elliptical fan and flanking side lights, 
are symmetrically disposed in the two end bays. The three center bays 
between these doors are occupied by full-length windows topped by 
projecting flat arch lintels with consoles. Second story windows are of 
regular size and have flat-arch winged lintels of stone and stone s i l l s . 
The south (rear) elevation has the same fenestration, except that the f i r s t -
story end-bays are occupied by wide French windows rather than by doors, 
Windows on the south elevation, unlike those on the front, are adorned by 
exterior louvered shutters. The corners of the south facade are treated as 
giant pilasters and the center is occupied by a great bow or curve three-
bays wide, ' 

The hyphens are each four-bays wide and the end pavilions one-bay wide. 
The fi r s t - s t o r y windows in these wings are of regular size, rectangular in 
shape, and recessed between brick piers in such a manner as to create an 
arcaded effect. The upper half-story of each bay is occupied by a semi
circular, or lunette, window. Windows on the south elevation of the wings 
have exterior louvered shutters, while those on the north front have none. 

In plan, the two doors in the end bays of the north facade, in the main 
block, open into two halls, each measuring about 14 1/2 by 17 feet. The 
l e f t , or east, hall contains the main stairs,-a sophisticated semi-circular 
staircase with simple curving light r a i l , with iron balusters 
indistinguishable in appearance from wood, set at intervals to insure 
r i g i d i t y . Between the two halls, on the north front, is a semi-elliptical 
reception room 20 by 30 feet in size, with a 15-foot high ceiling, and two 
fireplaces. The mantels in this and the other principal rooms form the 
chief ornament in the mansion. Elaborately carved in the Adamesque manner, 
these handsome mantels form an effective contrast with the simpler detail 
of the interior woodwork. The two entrance halls and the state reception 
room are floored with blocks of white and blue gray marble. 
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CONDITION 
0 Good 0 Foir 

(Check One) 

E] Altered D Unalte red 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

D Moved Ill Original Site 

Gore Place is a five-part composition brick structure consisting of a 
central two-and-one-half-story main block w·ith an elliptical bow in the 
south elevation, two one-and-one-half story hyphens, and two one-and-one
half-story end pavilions that are built at right angles to the main axis. 
The overall length of the composition is about 188 feet; the main block is 
approximately 68 feet wide and 40 feet deep; the hyphens are each 40 feet 
wide and 21 feet deep; and the end pavilions 20 feet wide and 32 feet deep. 
The walls are of brick laid in Flemish bond. The central block has a hip 
roof with a chimney at either end, two interior chimneys, and a fifth 
chimney located in the first east bay of the south (rear) facade. The roof 
is crowned by a low wooden octagonal cupola which centered between the two 
dormers and the two interior chimneys on the north (front) slope of the roof. 
The hyphens and end pavilions have gable roofs; the gable ends of the 
pavilions are treated as pediments and each pavilion has a tall chimney. 

The north (main) facade of the central block is five-bays wide and 
across this front extends a nine-foot wide sandstone terrace. The two 
entrance doors, each with a wide elliptical fan and flanking sid~•lights, 
are synmetrically disposed in the two end bays. The three center bays 
between these doors are occupied by full-length windows topped by 
projecting flat arch lintels with consoles. Second story windows are of 
regular size and have flat-arch winged lintels of stone and stone sills. 
The south (rear) elevation has the same fenestration, except that the first
story end-bays are occupied by wide French windows rather than by doors. 
Windows on the south elevation, unlike those on the front, are adorned by 
exterior louvered shutters. The corners of the south facade are treated as 
giant pilasters and the center is occupied by a great bow or curve three
bays wide. 

The hyphens are each four-bays wide and the end pavilions one-bay wide. 
The first-story windows in these wings are of regular size, rectangular in 
shape, and recessed between brick piers in such a manner as to create an 
arcaded effect. The upper half-story of each bay is occupied by a semi
circular, or lunette, window. Windows on the south elevation of the wings 
have exterior louvered shutters, while those on the north front have none. 

In plan, the two doors in the end bays of the north facade, in the main 
block, open into two halls, each measuring about 14 1/2 by 17 feet. The 
left, or east, hall contains the main stairs,-a sophisticated semi-circular 
staircase with simple curving light rail, with iron balusters 
indistinguishable in appearance from wood, set at intervals to insure 
rigidity. Between the two halls, on the north front, is a semi-elliptical 
reception r oom 20 by 30 feet in size, with a 15-foot high ceiling, and two 
fireplaces. The mantels in this and the other principal rooms form the 
chief ornament in the mansion. Elaborately carved in the ~damesque manner, 
these handsome mantels form an effective contras t with the simpler detail 
of the interior woodwork. The two entrance halls and the state reception 
room are floored with blocks of white and blue gray marble. 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STAT fPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NA.,ONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

koEiSachusetts 

Middlesex 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number all enttlee) 

2. Boundaries of Gore Place, Wa1tham: 

Beginning at the junction of Main Street and Gore Street, going easterly 
along Main Street approximately 1522 feet; thence turning south and 
running about 1563 feet to the south edge of Walthan Street; thence 
southeasternly by Stanley Avenue about 769 feet; thence southwesterly 1543 
feet; thence northwesterly by land of the Noyes Brick Company 812 feet; 
thence southwesterly by Grove Street about 304 feet to i t s junction with 
Gore Street; thence northerly along Gore Street about 1316 feet to i t s 
junction with Main Street, the point of beginning. 
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-STATl 

P,,i ... .ssachusetts 
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INVENTORY · MOMIMATIOM FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 
(Number all entrlee) 

2. Boundaries of Gore Place, Waltham: 

Beginning at the junction of Main Street and Gore Street, going easterly 
along Main Street approximately 1522 feet; thence turning south and 
running about 1563 feet to the south edge of Walthan Street; thence 
southeasternly by Stanley Avenue about 769 feet; thence southwesterly 1543 
feet; thence northwesterly by land of the Noyes Brick Company 812 feet; 
thence southwesterly by Grove Street about 304 feet to its junction with 
Gore Street; thence northerly along Gore Street about 1316 feet to its 
junction with Main Street, the point of beginning. 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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7. Description Continued page 1 

The second t i e r of rooms, opening on the south (rear) elevation, i s 
comprised of the l i b r a r y , 18 by 24 feet, i n the southeast corner, the great 
oval state dining room, 32 by 20 feet, situated i n the center, and the 
family breakfast room, 20 by 17 feet, located i n the southwest corner. The 
walls of the oval room have been recently decorated with accurate 
reproductions of the French wallpaper o r i g i n a l l y u t i l i z e d here. The fireplaces 
i n these three rooms also have elaborate mantels and the l i b r a r y and oval room 
both have 15-foot high ceilings. The breakfast room, with a lower c e i l i n g , 
has a small room located on the mezzanine f l o o r above i t . The second fl o o r 
of the main block has f i v e bedrooms and two dressing rooms. 

The east ( l e f t ) hyphen i s occupied by a 19 by 30 foot b i l l i a r d room, w i t h a 
nursery i n the half-story above i t . The east pa v i l i o n contains the music room, 
18 by 29 feet i n size and one-and-a-half story i n height. The west ( r i g h t ) 
hyphen has service stair s and a large servants' h a l l or dining room on the 
f i r s t f l o o r and servants' bedrooms above. The kitchen occupies the f i r s t -
story of the west pavilion and additional servant chambers are i n the h a l f -
story above. The mansion contains a t o t a l of 22 rooms. 

The exterior brickwork was painted white and a l l the roofs balustraded 
i n the 1830's or 40's. These alterations have been removed. Gore Place i s i n 
excellent condition and has been care f u l l y restored. The mansion and grounds 
are open to v i s i t o r s . 
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7. Description Continued page 1 

The second tier of rooms, opening on the south (rear) elevation, is 
comprised of the library, 18 by 24 feet, in the southeast corner, the great 
oval state di ning room, 32 by 20 feet, situated in the center, and the 
family breakfast room, 20 by 17 feet, located in the southwest corner. The 
walls of the oval room have been recently decorated with accurate 
reproductions of the French wallpaper originally utilized here. The fireplaces 
in these three rooms also have elaborate mantels and the library and oval room 
both have 15- foo t high ceilings. The breakfast room, with a lower ceiling , 
has a small room located on the mezzanine floor above it. The second f loor 
of the main block has five bedrooms and two dressing rooms. 

The east (left) hyphen is occupied by a 19 by 30 foot billi ard room, with a 
nursery i n the half- s t ory above i t . The east pavilion contains the music room, 
18 by 29 feet in size and one-and-a -half story in height. The west (right) 
hyphen has service stairs and a large servants' hall or dining room on the 
first floor and servants' bedrooms above. The kitchen occupies the first -
story of the west pavilion and additional servant chambers are in the half
story above. The mansion contains a total of 22 rooms . 

The exterior brickwork was painted white and all the roofs bal ustraded 
in the 1830 ' s or 40 ' s . These alterations have been removed. Gore Place is in 
excellent condition and has been carefully restored. The mansion and grounds 
are open to visitors. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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I I Science 

I I Sculpture 

r~l S o c i a l / H u m a n 

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

1 I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Designed by the French architect Jacques Guillaume Legrand and Mrs. 
Rebecca Gore i n 1801-02 and erected i n 1805-06. Gore Place, - a five-part 
composition i n brick-, i s one of the fine s t examples of a large-scale 
Adamesque Federal county house i n the United States. I t s landscaped 
grounds and gardens were l a i d out by the English gardner Robert Murray i n tht 
period 1835-46. ^ '' 

History 

Christopher Gore, lawyer and p o l i t i c a n of Boston, purchased the f i r s t 
40 acres of his estate, which eventually totaled 400 acres, i n 1786 as a 
summer residence and country seat. In 1799, while the Gores were l i v i n g i n 
London, their house on the estate burned. In June and July 1801 they 
v i s i t e d Paris and during t h i s period Mrs. Gore x̂ 7orked closely with the 
distinguished French architect Jacques Guillaume Legrand preparing plans for 
the new house. The f i n a l plans were completed la t e i n 1802. Construction 
began on Gore Place i n March 1805 and the mansion was substantially 
completed i n 1806. Cost of construction was $23,000. • 

Governor Gore died i n 1827 and his wife i n 1834. Their estate then 
passed into the hands of a series of wealthy owners. I n the period 
1835-46, one of these employed the English gardener Robert Murray to 
relandscape the grounds into i t s f i n a l format. I n 1910 the estate was 
acquired by a succession of owners who used the property for commerical 
purposes. Threatened by demolition and subdivision, the mansion and 76 
acres of the o r i g i n a l estate were acquired i n 1935 by the Gore Place 
Society, incorporated i n the same year for the purpose of preserving and 
restoring the mansion and grounds. , . : . ,,,, v 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More'"' Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Education 

0 Engineering 

□ Industry 

D lnverftion 

□ Londscope 

D 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/ Phi . 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

~ Architecture 

I D/"' · , Archii,c'iu;e 

0 Seu l,Pture 
C ~- i n • r < 

[::) :Socio 1/ Humon-
0 Commerce 

0 Communi cations 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF S i GNIFI CANC E 

□ 
□ 
□ 

Litera ture itorion 

Mi litary 0 Theater 

Music 0 T ronsportotion 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

D Other (Spec ify) 

Designed by the French architect Jacques Gui llaume Legrand and Mrs . 
Rebecca Gore in 1801-02 and erected in 1805-06. Gore Pl ace , - a five-part 
composi tion i n bri ck-, is one of the f i nest examples of a large- scal e 
Adamesque Federal county house in the United States. Its l andscaped 
grounds and gardens were lai d out by the English gardner Robert Mur ray in th 
period 1835-46. 

History 

Chri stopher Gore, l awyer and pol i tican of Boston, purchased the first 
40 acres of hi s estate, whi ch eventual ly total ed 400 a cres, i n 1786 as a 
sunnner res i dence and country seat. In 1799 , while the Gores were liv i ng i n 
London, t hei r house on the estate burned. In June and J uly 1801 t hey 
visited Paris and during thi s peri od Mrs . Gore worked closel y with the 
di sti ngui shed French ar chi tect Jacques rGuill aunie Legrand prepar i ng pl ans f or 
the new house. The final pl ans were compJe-ted late •.i.n. 1,802. CpnstJ:'t.l~ion 
began on Gore Pl ace i n March 1805 and the mans i on was substantial l y 
completed i n 1806. Cost of construction wa s $23 , 000 . 

Governor Gore died i n 1827 and hi s wi fe i n 1834. The i r estate then 
passed into the hands of a seri es of wealthy owners . In the period 
1835-46, one of these employed the Engl i sh gardener Rober t Murr ay to 
rel andscape the grounds into i ts f i nal format . In 1910 the estate was 
acquired by a succession of owners who used t he property for commeri cal 
purposes . Threatened by demol i t i on and subdi v i sion, t he mansi on and 76 
acres of t he original estate were acquired i n 1935 by the Gore Pl ace 
Society, i ncorporated i n t he same year for t he purpose of preserving and 
restori ng the mansion and grounds. 
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CeOGRAPHICAL DATA 1 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 
SE 
sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

42° 22 
42° 22 
42 o 22 
42 g 22 

32 
25 
11 

L O N G I T U D E 
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NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOIMINATION 
USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

Page 1 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Gore Place (Additional Documentation) 

Other Name/Site Number: Governor Christopher Gore Mansion 

2. LOCATION

Street & Number: 

City/Town: 

State: MA 

52 Gore Street 

Waltham 

County: Middlesex Code: 017 

Not for publication: 

Vicinity: 

Zip Code: 02154 

3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: JL 
Public-Local: 
Public-State: 
Public-Federal: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

2 

Category of Property 
Building(s): JL 
District: 
Site: 
Structure: 
Object: 

Noncontributing 
2 buildings 

sites 
5 structures 

objects 
7 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 1 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A 

Designated a 
NATIONAL HISTOî ir LANDMARK on 

FEB 18 1997 

by the Secretary ot tne Interior 

NATIONAL IDSTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION 
NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) 

GORE PLACE 
United States Deparunent of lhe Interior, National Park Se.rvice 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: 

Other Name/Site Number: 

Gore Place (Additional Documentation) 

Governor Christopher Gore Mansion 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 52 Gore Street 

City/Town: Waltham 

State: MA County: Middlesex Code: 017 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property 
Private: ..X.. 
Public-Local: 
Public-State: 
Public-Federal: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

....2._ 

....2._ 

Category of Property 
Building(s): ..X.. 
District: 
Site: 
Structure: 
Object: 

Noncontributing 
.....2.... buildings 

sites 
_i. structures 
_ objects 
....l Total 

0MB No. 1024-0018 

Page 1 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

Not for publication:_ 

Vicinity:_ 

Zip Code: 02154 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register:_l_ 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: NI A 

Designated a 
NATIONAL HISWRIC LANDMARK on 

FEB 18 1997 

by the Secre ary 01 me Interior 
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GORE PLACE Page 2 
Unite^tates^egartmen^nh^^ 

4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION ' ^ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 

properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is: 

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 

Designated a 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK on 

FEB 18 1997 

by the Secretary oi me Interior 

NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

GORE PLACE Page2 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

4, STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
__ nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ meets _ _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

S. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

__ Entered in the National Register 
__ Determined eligible for the National Register 
__ Determined not eligible for the National Register 
__ Removed from the National Register 
__ Other (explain): _________________ _ 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 

Designated a 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK on 

FEB 18 1997 

by the Secrera.,y 01 tne Interior 
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GORE PLACE 
United States Department of the Interior. National Park Service 

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

Page 3 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Domestic 

Current: Recreation and culture 

Sub: Single dwelling 

Sub: Museum 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: 

MATERIALS: 
Foundation: 
Walls: 
Roof: 
Other: 

Granite 
Brick, Wood 
Shingle 
Sandstone terrace 

Early Republic sub: Federal 

NPS Fonn 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) 

GORE PLACE 
United States oegem of the Imerior. National Parle Service 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Domestic 

Current: Recreation and culture 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: 

MATERIALS: 
Foundation: 
Walls: 
Roof: 
Other: 

Granite 
Brick, Wood 
Shingle 
Sandstone terrace 

Sub: Single dwelling 

Sub: Museum 

Early Republic sub: Federal 
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GORE PLACE 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service 

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

Page 4 
National Roister of Historic Places Registration Form jgis 

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

Gore Place consists of approximately seventy-six acres of grounds surrounding the Federal-style 
mansion built by Massachusetts Governor Christopher Gore in 1805. Governor Gore purchased the 
first forty acres, on which stood a small frame homestead, in 1786 to use as a summer residence. The 
original wooden mansion burned in 1799, so the Gores planned a new home while they were traveling 
in Europe. While the Gores collaborated with French architect Jacques Guillame LeGrand on the plans 
for the house, they laid out the grounds themselves. Gore was influenced in his planting plans for the 
original forty acres by Humphrey Repton, the famous eighteenth-century English landscape gardener 
who was an exponent of the "naturalist" style of landscape design. The plantings consisted of "every 
variety of forest trees," apple trees, wildflowers, grape vines, spacious lawns, and an herb garden. 
The Gore Place Society, which was incorporated in 1935 to preserve and restore Gore Place, has 
recreated much of the landscape design from Gore's original plans. 

In 1786 Aaron Dexter, a Boston physician, sold a 50 acre lot "Situated and being partly in Waltham 
and partly in Watertown" to C. Gore, "partly mowing and partly plowing land & partly Pasture land 
with Mansion House, Barn, and other buildings." 

However, by 1793 Christopher and Rebecca Gore evidently wanted a more elaborate "mansion house" 
and constructed a house said to have been "Mclntyre" style along with a carriage house. From 1796 to 
1804 the Gores lived in London. During this time the house burned. 

Tuesday morning early, the seat at Waltham of Christopher Gore, Esq., 
Commissioner of the United States at the Court of London, was 
discovered to be on fire: which entirely consumed the frame, except the 
western wing. It began in the green house. The principal part of the 
furniture was saved, although much damaged in the removal. 
(J. Russell's Gazette, Boston, March 21, 1799 p2 c4). 

' ; . • I • 
The present building, which is on the site of the house destroyed by the fire, incorporates many design 
and technological iimovations which the Gores were exposed to in their travels and were not yet found 
in the United States. The mansion is thus unusual because it is the reflection of many amenities as 
expressed by Americans recently returned from England. It was completed in 1806. The twenty-two 
room house cost $23,000. i 

Letters written between the close friends, Christopher Gore and Rufus King, indicate that the design of 
Gore Place is the result of a collaboration between Christopher and Rebecca Gore and Jacques 
Guillame LeGrand, a Paris architect. In July of 1801, Gore wrote to King "Mrs. G. is now with 
Monsieur LeGrand in the adjoining parlour building houses. ..." Again in 1802 "Mrs. G. has sent the 
plan of our intended house, with a wish that you should explain it to LeGrand, & request him to make a 
compleat & perfect plan according to our sketch..." Unfortunately, the plans are not extant, but it does 
indicate that Rebecca Gore played an active role in the designing of the mansion. 

The mansion is a symmetrical five part composition with a two and one half story main block, one and 
one half story hyphens to either side, and two story end pavilions built at right angles to the main axis. 
The overall length is approximately 190 feet; the main block is approximately 68 feet wide and 40 feet 
deep; the hyphens are each 40 feet wide and 21 feet deep; and the end pavilions 20 feet wide and 32 
feet deep. It is constructed of brick made in Charlestown, MA laid in Flemish bond. Very little of the 
mortar has been repointed. 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

Gore Place consists of approximately seventy-six acres of grounds surrounding the Federal-style 
mansion built by Massachusetts Governor Christopher Gore in 1805. Governor Gore purchased the 
first forty acres, on which stood a small frame homestead, in 1786 to use as a summer residence. The 
original wooden mansion burned in 1799, so the Gores planned a new home while they were traveling 
in Europe. While the Gores collaborated with French architect Jacques Guillame LeGrand on the plans 
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discovered to be on fire: which entirely consumed the frame, except the 
western wing. It began in the green house. The principal part of the 
furniture was saved, although much damaged in the removal. 
(J. Russell's Gazette, Boston, March 21, 1799 p2 c4). 

The present building, which is on the site of the house destroyed by the fire, incorporates many design 
and technological innovations which the Gores were exposed to in their travels and were not yet found 
in the United States. The mansion is thus unusual because it is the reflection of many amenities as 
expressed by Americans recently returned from England. It was completed in 1806. The twenty-two 
room house cost $23,000. 

Letters written between the close friends, Christopher Gore and Rufus King, indicate that the design of 
Gore Place is the result of a collaboration between Christopher and Rebecca Gore and Jacques 
Guillame LeGrand, a Paris architect. In July of 1801, Gore wrote to King "Mrs. G. is now with 
Monsieur LeGrand in the adjoining parlour building houses .... " Again in 1802 "Mrs. G. has sent the 
plan of our intended house, with a wish that you should explain it to LeGrand, & request him to make a 
compleat & perfect plan according to our sketch ... " Unfortunately, the plans are not extant, but it does 
indicate that Rebecca Gore played an active role in the designing of the mansion. 

The mansion is a symmetrical five part composition with a two and one half story main block, one and 
one half story hyphens to either side, and two story end pavilions built at right angles to the main axis. 
The overall length is approximately 190 feet; the main block is approximately 68 feet wide and 40 feet 
deep; the hyphens are each 40 fe.et wide and 21 feet deep; and the end pavilions 20 feet wide and 32 
feet deep. It is constructed of brick made in Charlestown, MA laid in Flemish bond. Very little of the 
mortar has been repainted. 
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The main block has a hip roof capped with an octagonal ventilator/skylight. There are two dormers 
facing north. The hyphens have gable roofs on an east/west axis, while the end pavilions' gable roofs 
run on a north/south axis. The roofing is Vermont slate installed in 1956. The original roofing material 
was wood shingle. 

The north facade of the main block is five bays wide with a brownstone terrace. The terrace, with its 
central steps, originally was used as a mounting block. The eastern and western bays serve as the two 
entrances. The two entries each have an elliptical fanlight and flanking side lights. The fanlight to the 
west entry lights a room above it placed entresol. Between the two doorways are three triple sash 
windows capped by dentilled cornices and framed by elongated narrow pilasters meeting the jamb 
directly. The second story windows are six-over-six lights with winged lintels. 

The south facade has an oval bow with three triple hung windows. The windows in the flanking rooms 
now become French doors with fans to light an entresol room to the west and a blank box to the east. 

The mezzanines (hyphens) are four bays wide and are characterized by a rectangular window on the 
first floor and a lunette window on the second enclosed by arched brickwork. The second floor 
windows on the east wing are low to the floor because the ceiling was raised in the billiard room below 
sometime during the Gore tenancy. 

The gable ends are one bay wide and have the same window arrangement with the roof line serving as 
a pediment and brickwork as pilasters on the corners. The eaves trough serves as a capital for the 
pilaster. 

The mansion was the summer home of a well-to-do lawyer and sometune politician. The main block of 
the house is two rooms deep, while the mezzanines and gable ends are one room deep. Very much in 
the style of an English country house, the main block of the first floor along with the east wing is 
designed for large formal entertainment. The west wing was given over to service areas, and the 
second floor was living space. 

The great hall, where formal dining was held, has a floor of "King of Prussia" marble which extends to 
both entrance halls. The room is semi-circular with fireplaces to the east and west sides, three doors to 
the south, and three windows facing north. These windows are floor to ceiling and open to allow guests 
to walk out to the terrace expanding the space to the outside. The ceiling is approximately 17 feet high. 
The high ceilings, large windows, and marble flooring were means of cooling a summer home. 

Across from the great hall is the oval withdrawing room separated by two sets of doors, one curved to 
the shape of the room, the other a curved bifold. The fireplace is located at the end of the ellipse and 
curves to the shape of the room. The three triple hung windows allow for egress to the lawn and are 
part of the cross ventilation with the windows in the great hall. 

To the east of the oval room is a reception room/parlor. French doors along the south wall lead outside 
in this room. These three rooms together allow circulation of guests from one to the other. The 
wallpapers in both the oval room and parlor are reproductions of the French papers hung by the Gores. 
Fragments of the paper for the great hall are known and are being researched but have not yet been 
reproduced. 

To the east of the great hall is the formal entry with a circular staircase obviously intended to impress 
the Gores' guests. This leads to the second floor living quarters as well as to the mezzanine rooms 
through a door curved to the shape of the wall in the middle of the stairs. The entry was conserved in 
1986. "Stone colored paper with matching borders" were hung on the walls in accordance with a letter 
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Gore wrote to King. The stair treads were returned to the faux mabre of the Gores' times and Brussels 
carpeting laid on the stair treads and upper hall. 

The east mezzanine (or hyphen) area is occupied by a 19" x 30" billiard room thought to have been 
extant at the time of the Gores' residence. In it is Governor Gore's oversize billiard table. The small 
room just before the library is thought to have been a bathing chamber. Gore's account book from the 
time of the construction of the house mentions a copper tub and water closet. Many dressing rooms 
have been found next to the library in English country houses. 

The second floor of the mezzanine has three rooms of unknown usage with curved ceilings. They are 
now used to exhibit the museum's collection of children's toys and accouterments. 

The east gable end is the library where Gore wrote of the straight walk which can be seen from the east 
window. 

"Shady walks radiated from the house to the east and west... one of 
which formed a vista opposite the east window of the Library." 

In this room the lunette windows sit high in the walls to the north and south allowing a great deal of 
light to shine in the room. The mantle piece surrounding the fireplace was salvaged from the 1793 
house as was the mantle piece in the great hall. The one in the library has a gesso gryphon, said to be 
one of the earliest examples in this country, and the great hall mantle depicts the Caladonian Boars 
Hunt. Both of these mantle pieces have the typical Federal decorative elements of swags, bell drops, 
medallions. 

The north side of the second floor main block is composed of two bedchambers and a dressing room. 
The south side has a bedchamber on the southeast corner along with a dressing room with original 
built-in shelving and drawers. An oval family parlor with three windows facing south overlooks the 
lawn. This room is now being restored with French block print paper and sisal carpeting to cover the 
soft pine subflooring installed by the Gores. The original cream color woodwork has been restored with 
an 1800-era formula paint. The southwest chamber is interpreted as Rebecca Gore's office or 
workroom. It has built-in bookcases with adjustable shelves plus an alcove with built-in drawers and 
shelves for linen storage. 

Dividing the north and south chambers is a service hall with the ventilator/sky light. The lights in the 
cupola originally opened and closed on a pulley system. The windows have since been replaced and 
nailed shut. The light emitted from these windows lights the hallway even on a dark day. This hall 
provides individual access to all rooms allowing service without disruption. Original louvre doors 
opening to the hall from the parlor allows cross ventilation from the north center chamber to the parlor 
while providing privacy. 

The west wing was devoted entirely to service. Originally, the main kitchen was in the cellar of the 
west wing with a complete Rumford kitchen. A second kitchen hearth is located directly above in the 
gable end in what is now the gift shop. 

The first floor of the west mezzanine area holds the servants' hall. The rooms above were servant's 
bedchambers and are now offices for the staff. The entresol room above the breakfast room is now 
interpreted as a servant's chamber although the original usage is unclear. Visitors can view the bed, 
desk, chair, and side table that were typical of servants' rooms in the Gores' household. Curators of 
Gore Place also have recreated the servants' kitchen as it would have looked in the nineteenth century. 
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and are in the process of obtaining information on arrangements of utensils, pots, and other tools for 
meal preparation. 

The exterior brickwork was painted white and the roof balustraded in the 1830s or 1840s. These 
alterations have been removed. The interior colors of the Mansion were mostly grays. The floors of 
the two entrance halls and of the State Reception Hall were of American marble. The entrance doors 
were traditional six-paned doors with louvered windows beside them. Gore Place Society has 
conducted extensive research on the original materials, colors, and furnishings of the Gore Mansion, 
and has recreated many of the nineteenth-century features of the home. Among the original Gore 
belongings are the sideboard in the Oval Dining Room, the books in the library, family portraits on the 
walls, and Governor Gore's inaugural suit. 

Carriage House 
Architectural Description 
The carriage house is a rectangular shaped building, approximately 70' x 40', two windows wide. The 
Federal style architecture features a hip roof, a pediment with an oculi over the central arched portal, 
and keystones over the doors. The two stories are divided on the exterior by a belt course. The building 
is sided with clapboards and still retains its original skived clapboards on the north and part of the west 
facades. The walls are painted white, with the doors and windows a deep mauve. 

The building is composed of three segments. The largest one, located on the west end of the building, 
was used to store carriages. The central section, with two large hinged doors allowing tall carriages to 
enter, was the area used to harness the horse to the carriage and to clean the carriages. The floor is 
pitched to carry off the water to the basement. The interior of the east segment has seven stalls, with 
unique iron work hay cribs, which could be filled from the attic. The edges of the stalls are lined with 
iron to prevent the horses from cribbing or gnawing on the wood. The grooves on the flooring of the 
stalls are sloped to allow the urine to flow out and into the hatches where the manure was also 
shoveled. 

The tack room located between the stall area and the harnessing area served to separate the smell of the 
horses from the carriages. 

The upper story was used to store hay, grain, and may have been used as quarters for the stable hands. 
Two original grain storage bins can still be seen in the attic as can the original hay cribs. Despite 
several devastating fires the original beams are still in place. 

The interior today is plastered in the west and central segments and kitchen area with exposed beams. 
Much of the original flooring is still in place. 

In 1968, to save the building, it was moved from the entrance to the property to its present location at 
the end of the parking lot. This allowed for the widening of Gore Street and the evacuation of the 
parking lots from Raytheon Corporation. See plot plan for the land taken by eminent domain. 

Historical Narrative 
Built in 1793, the same time as the original house on the property which burned in 1799, the carriage 
house at Gore Place continued to be used even after the 1805 mansion was completed. It held the 
carriages, coach horses and a few riding horses, which were a necessary part of the life of the wealthy 
Boston patricians of the era. It also would have been used to house the carriages of the many visiting 
politicians and luminaries such as the Marquis de Lafayette, President James Monroe and Daniel 
Webster. 

NPS Form 10.900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

GORE PLACE Page7 
United States Department of the Interior, National Parle Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

and are in the process of obtaining information on arrangements of utensils, pots, and other tools for 
meal preparation. 

The exterior brickwork was painted white and the roof balustraded in the 1830s or 1840s. These 
alterations have been removed. The interior colors of the Mansion were mostly grays. The floors of 
the two entrance halls and of the State Reception Hall were of American marble. The entrance doors 
were traditional six-paned doors with louvered windows beside them. Gore Place Society has 
conducted extensive research on the original materials, colors, and furnishings of the Gore Mansion, 
and has recreated many of the nineteenth-century features of the home. Among the original Gore 
belongings are the sideboard in the Oval Dining Room, the books in the library, family portraits on the 
walls, and Governor Gore's inaugural suit. 

Carriage House 
Architectural Description 
The carriage house is a rectangular shaped building, approximately 70' x 40', two windows wide. The 
Federal style architecture features a hip roof, a pediment with an ocuJi over the central arched portal, 
and keystones over the doors. The two stories are divided on the exterior by a belt course. The building 
is sided with clapboards and still retains its original skived clapboards on the north and part of the west 
facades. The walls are painted white, with the doors and windows a deep mauve. 

The building is composed of three segments. The largest one, located on the west end of the building, 
was used to store carriages. The central section, with two large hinged doors allowing tall carriages to 
enter, was the area used to harness the horse to the carriage and to clean the carriages. The floor is 
pitched to carry off the water to the basement. The interior of the east segment has seven stalls, with 
unique iron work hay cribs, which could be filled from the attic. The edges of the stalls are lined with 
iron to prevent the horses from cribbing or gnawing on the wood. The grooves on the flooring of the 
stalls are sloped to allow the urine to flow out and into the hatches where the manure was also 
shoveled. 

The tack room located between the stall area and the harnessing area served to separate the smell of the 
horses from the carriages. 

The upper story was used to store hay, grain, and may have been used as quarters for the stable hands. 
Two original grain storage bins can still be seen in the attic as can the original hay cribs. Despite 
several devastating fires the original beams are still in place. 

The interior today is plastered in the west and central segments and kitchen area with exposed beams. 
Much of the original flooring is still in place. 

In 1968, to save the building, it was moved from the entrance to the property to its present location at 
the end of the parking lot. This allowed for the widening of Gore Street and the evacuation of the 
parking lots from Raytheon Corporation. See plot plan for the land taken by eminent domain. 

Historical Narrative 
Built in 1793, the same time as the original house on the property which burned in 1799, the carriage 
house at Gore Place continued to be used even after the 1805 mansion was completed. It held the 
carriages, coach horses and a few riding horses, which were a necessary part of the life of the wealthy 
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The son of a Boston paint merchant who was known for decorating coaches, Christopher Gore 
apparently enjoyed brightly colored carriages. Henry Lee wrote of him " I dimly remember seeing 
through a cloud of dust the Governor's orange-colored coach with its crimson harness cloth, coachman 
and footman and two preceding outriders all in livery, as he went to take an airing with a stateliness 
quite in keeping with his fine place, ..." (Letter from Colonel Uemy Lee to Justin Winsor in 1881). 

His delight in stylish carriages impacted the landscape of his "farm in the country." The mile walk 
surrounding the property could also be used as a carriage path to circumnavigate his estate. 

The carriage house was a common component of large 18th and early 19th century houses. Similar 
structures with a tripartite facade and high central arched doorway may be found at the house designed 
by Charles Bulfinch for Stephen Higginson at the rear of 85 Mount Vernon Street, Boston, at the 
Harrison Gray Otis house as well as at the Theodore Lyman house in Waltham. Bulfinch designed a 
similar stable for the Swan house in Dorchester, but this has been demolished as has the coach house 
from the Lindens in Danvers, MA. The Gore carriage house is the only one in the vicinity to retain 
much of its original fabric. The carriage house at the Vale is now used to house the conservation 
laboratories for SPNEA. 

It is probable that the tack room and stalls were remodeled during the Lyman occupancy (1835-1838). 
The dark staining of the stalls and the patented feeders were typical of this period. 

In 1935 Gore Place Society was formed to save the site from becoming a housing project. At this time 
the carriage house was located at the entrance to the property, closer to the Gore Street entrance. This, 
of course, would be the logical location when used by the Gores and subsequent tenants of the 
property. In 1968, the city of Waltham took some property by emminent domain and the carriage house 
was moved 200 feet to the northwest of the property and a parking lot was built to accommodate 
visitors to the site. 

In 1977, the interior of the building was modified to be used for educational programs, lectures, 
concerts, and rental space to augment the funding of the site. The tack room is now a kitchen available 
to caterers. Two rest rooms were added, one of which is handicap accessible, and a ramp was built on 
the northwest exterior side of the building. 

Farmhouse 
Architectural Description 
The footprint of the farmhouse is rectangular with a one story one room L-shaped ell extending to the 
north. A second ell extends to the east with the kitchen and a four bay garage. While these ells were 
replaced in 1963 when the house was moved, it appears materials from the original were utilized when 
the replacement was made. Some of the sash is old as is the back door and the tongue and groove 
paneling on the lower third of the walls. This paneling continues into the north facing ell. 

The house consists of two stories plus an attic and a full cellar. The cellar is fully replaced with poured 
concrete and granite facing on the exterior. The original beams are still in place in the cellar except in 
the north ell which was wholly replaced. 

The house has two chimneys at the peak of the roof symmetrically spaced in a north/south direction to 
align with the dormers. These chimneys each contain four flues servicing four fireplaces on the first 
floor and four fireplaces on the second floor. All the fireplaces are shallow and of the Rumford design 
except for the fireplace in the central room which obviously was the original kitchen (now used as a 
dining room). The fireplace in the central room is large with space for a boiler (now covered with 
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quite in keeping with his fine place, ... " (Letter from Colonel Henry Lee to Justin Winsor in 1881). 

His delight in stylish carriages impacted the landscape of his "farm in the country." The mile walk 
surrounding the property could also be used as a carriage path to circumnavigate his estate. 

The carriage house was a common component of large 18th and early 19th century houses. Similar 
structures with a tripartite facade and high central arched doorway may be found at the house designed 
by Charles Bulfinch for Stephen Higginson at the rear of 85 Mount Vernon Street, Boston, at the 
Harrison Gray Otis house as well as at the Theodore Lyman house in Waltham. Bulfinch designed a 
similar stable for the Swan house in Dorchester, but this has been demolished as has the coach house 
from the Lindens in Danvers, MA. The Gore carriage house is the only one in the vicinity to retain 
much of its original fabric. The carriage house at the Vale is now used to house the conservation 
laboratories for SPNEA. 

It is probable that the tack room and stalls were remodeled during the Lyman occupancy (1835-1838). 
The dark staining of the stalls and the patented feeders were typical of this period. 

In 1935 Gore Place Society was formed to save the site from becoming a housing project. At this time 
the carriage house was located at the entrance to the property, closer to the Gore Street entrance. This, 
of course, would be the logical location when used by the Gores and subsequent tenants of the 
property. In 1968, the city of Waltham took some property by emminent domain and the carriage house 
was moved 200 feet to the northwest of the property and a parking lot was built to accommodate 
visitors to the site. 

In 1977, the interior of the building was modified to be used for educational programs, lectures, 
concerts, and rental space to augment the funding of the site. The tack room is now a kitchen available 
to caterers. Two rest rooms were added, one of which is handicap accessible, and a ramp was built on 
the northwest exterior side of the building. 

Farmhouse 
Architectural Description 
The footprint of the farmhouse is rectangular with a one story one room L-shaped ell extending to the 
north. A second ell extends to the east with the kitchen and a four bay garage. While these ells were 
replaced in 1963 when the house was moved, it appears materials from the original were utilized when 
the replacement was made. Some of the sash is old as is the back door and the tongue and groove 
paneling on the lower third of the walls. This paneling continues into the north facing ell. 

The house consists of two stories plus an attic and a full cellar. The cellar is fully replaced with poured 
concrete and granite facing on the exterior. The original beams are still in place in the cellar except in 
the north ell which was wholly replaced. 

The house has two chimneys at the peak of the roof symmetrically spaced in a north/south direction to 
align with the dormers. These chimneys each contain four flues servicing four fireplaces on the first 
floor and four fireplaces on the second floor. All the fireplaces are shallow and of the Rumford design 
except for the fireplace in the central room which obviously was the original kitchen (now used as a 
dining room). The fireplace in the central room is large with space for a boiler (now covered with 
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painted soapstone), a closed up bake oven, and a low, but deep fireplace (now also closed and used 
with a stove.) The second floor fireplaces are low and shallow. All eight fireplaces are back to back. 

There are four dormers-two front and two back. The roof is side gabled with a distinctive slope which 
curves out over a colonaded front porch and a small back entry with the rest of the area enclosed as the 
laundry and bathroom. It appears that the ells were a later addition and the back of the house originally 
had a full colonaded porch. The roof is covered with cedar shingles on the front roof and the ells with 
asphalt shingles on the rear roof. 

The front facade is composed of a center door with side lights and two symmetrically placed windows 
under the overhanging roof supported by four columns to form a porch. One column appears original, 
but could be a later replacement. The front door appears original or least very early with two large 
lights at the top. The north side has three asymmetrically placed windows, while the south facade has 
two symmetrically placed windows. The windows are 12-over-12 lights in wood sashes. 

The house is sided with clapboards which are overlapped or skived, except for the front facade within 
the porch area where it is sided with tongue and groove horizontally laid boards. In 1992 paint 
analysis was done and the cottage returned to its original colors of khaki green with white trim and 
black door. 

No other farmhouses of this particular style of architecture with the distinctive sloping roofline are 
known to exist in the area. Morgan Phillips, the noted architectural historian, when asked how he 
would describe the architectural style said, if he were going by on a fast train he would call it a "cape." 

Historical Narrative 
The farmhouse at Gore Place was built in 1835 by the second owner of the site, Theodore Lyman Jr. It 
originally was situated across Waltham Street on land that was then farmed by the owner. It is believed 
that the farmhouse has always been used in the same capacity it is today - as the home of the head 
farmer of the property. Several of the farmers show up in museum records. The Waltham Sentinel 
reported on May 15, 1856 that "Mr. Robert Murray, the well known horticulturist, and scientific and 
practical farmer, has had the charge of this estate for now more than twenty years, and seems almost as 
much a fixture upon the place as the venerable elm which screened the Governor from the burning rays 
of the sun..." Board records also show the names of some of the farmers, such as Matthew Curren, 
who lived there when the house was moved. The only time there are no records is when the site was a 
country club. 

In 1964, the farmhouse was moved to the "home plot" when the Town of Waltham was widening 
Waltham/Grove Street. It is actively used by Gore Place for museum purposes. The land where it was 
previously sited is now leased to the Raytheon Corporation by Gore Place Society. However, it is still 
possible to see the location of the original foundation. It is considered a noncontributing building 
because it post-dates the period of significance. 

Approximately thirty acres of the Gore Place property is separated from the main parcel by a road, 
constructed in 1967, which bisects the property. This portion of the land, while still owned by the 
Gore Place Society, has been leased by the Raytheon Corporation since the 1940s. The parcel contains 
three radar towers, constructed prior to 1947; a brick building, constructed in 1958 and enlarged in 
1959; and a parking lot. These buildings and strucmres were on the property at the time of its 
designation as a National Historic Landmark in 1970, and are counted as non-contributing for the 
purposes of this nomination, as is the road (Grove StreetAValtham Street) bisecting the property. Gore 
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painted soapstone), a closed up bake oven, and a low, but deep fireplace (now also closed and used 
with a stove.) The second floor fireplaces are low and shallow. All eight fireplaces are back to back. 

There are four dormers--two front and two back. The roof is side gabled with a distinctive slope which 
curves out over a colonaded front porch and a small back entry with the rest of the area enclosed as the 
laundry and bathroom. It appears that the ells were a later addition and the back of the house originally 
had a full colonaded porch. The roof is covered with cedar shingles on the front roof and the ells with 
asphalt shingles on the rear roof. 

The front facade is composed of a center door with side lights and two symmetrically placed windows 
under the overhanging roof supported by four columns to form a porch. One column appears original, 
but could be a later replacement. The front door appears original or least very early with two large 
lights at the top. The north side has three asymmetrically placed windows, while the south facade has 
two symmetrically placed windows. The windows are 12-over-12 lights in wood sashes. 

The house is sided with clapboards which are overlapped or skived, except for the front facade within 
the porch area where it is sided with tongue and groove horizontally laid boards. In 1992 paint 
analysis was done and the cottage returned to its original colors of khaki green with white trim and 
black door. 

No other farmhouses of this particular style of architecture with the distinctive sloping roofline are 
known to exist in the area. Morgan Phillips, the noted architectural historian, when asked how he 
would describe the architectural style said, if he were going by on a fast train he would call it a "cape." 

Historical Narrative 
The farmhouse at Gore Place was built in 1835 by the second owner of the site, Theodore Lyman Jr. It 
originally was situated across Waltham Street on land that was then farmed by the owner. It is believed 
that the farmhouse has always been used in the same capacity it is today - as the home of the head 
farmer of the property. Several of the farmers show up in museum records. The Waltham Sentinel 
reported on May 15, 1856 that "Mr. Robert Murray, the well known horticulturist, and scientific and 
practical farmer, has had the charge of this estate for now more than twenty years, and seems almost as 
much a fixture upon the place as the venerable elm which screened the Governor from the burning rays 
of the sun . .. " Board records also show the names of some of the farmers, such as Matthew Curren, 
who lived there when the house was moved. The only time there are no records is when the site was a 
country club. 

In 1964, the farmhouse was moved to the "home plot" when the Town of Waltham was widening 
Waltham/Grove Street. It is actively used by Gore Place for museum purposes. The land where it was 
previously sited is now leased to the Raytheon Corporation by Gore Place Society. However, it is still 
possible to see the location of the original foundation. It is considered a noncontributing building 
because it post-dates the period of significance. 

Approximately thirty acres of the Gore Place property is separated from the main parcel by a road, 
constructed in 1967, which bisects the property. This portion of the land, while still owned by the 
Gore Place Society, has been leased by the Raytheon Corporation since the 1940s. The parcel contains 
three radar towers, constructed prior to 1947; a brick building, constructed in 1958 and enlarged in 
1959; and a parking lot. These buildings and structures were on the property at the time of its 
designation as a National Historic Landmark in 1970, and are counted as non-contributing for the 
purposes of this nomination, as is the road (Grove Street/Waltham Street) bisecting the property. Gore 
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Place is in excellent condition and has been carefully restored. The mansion and grounds are open to 
visitors, both for guided tours and soon for self-guided walks.' 

' This physical description was adapted from the Charles Snell, "National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form 
for Gore Place" (1970). See also Philip Dana Orcutt, A.I.A., "Gore Place: Waltham, Massachusetts: The Beginnings of a 
Restoration," Gore Place Society files; Orcutt, "Gore Place," Gore Place Society, Waltham, Massachusetts; and Phyllis 
Poison, "Gore Place: A Restoration in Progress," Gore Place Society files. 
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Place is in excellent condition and has been carefully restored. The mansion and grounds are open to 
visitors, both for guided tours and soon for self-guided walks.1 

1 This physical description was adapted from the Charles Snell, "National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form 
for Gore Place" (1970). See also Philip Dana Orcutt, A.I.A., "Gore Place: Waltham, Massachusetts: The Beginnings of a 
Restoration,• Gore Place Society files; Orcutt, "Gore Place," Gore Place Society, Waltham, Massachusetts; and Phyllis 
Polson, "Gore Place: A Restoration in Progress," Gore Place Society files. 



NPS Form 10-900 

GORE PLACE 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service 

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

Page 11 
^Jationa^egistei^niistori^lac^ 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: Nationally:_X 
Statewide: Locally: 

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: 

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions): 

NHL Criteria: 

NHL Theme(s): 

A X B ^ C ^ D 

D A B 

2.4 

ni. Expressing Cultural Values 
5. Architecture 

V. Developing the American Economy 
4. Workers and Work Culture 

National Register Areas of Significance: architecture; social history 

Period(s) of Significance: 1805-1806; 1825-1827 

Significant Dates: 1806; 1827 

Significant Person(s): Roberts, Robert 

Culmral Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder: LeGrand, Jacques Guillame 
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Signiflcance Noted Above. 

Statement of Significance 

Gore Place is nationally significant as representative of the central role of domestic labor in American 
labor history. The physical structure of the house reflects changes in household labor, ideals of 
domesticity, working and living conditions of servants, and women's role in the family during the late-
eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries. In addition, the home is "one of the finest examples of a 
large-scale Adamesque Federal count[r]y house in the Unites States."̂  Gore Place was recognized for 
architectural significance by being designated a National Historic Landmark in 1970. 

The site was the country home of Christopher Gore, a prominent New England lawyer, veteran of the 
American Revolution, signer of the Constitution, Governor of Massachusetts (1809-1810), and United 
States Senator (1813-1816). He and his wife Rebecca (Payne) purchased the first forty acres of farm 
land in rural Waltham in 1786, and soon acquired 400 acres of land that Gore would refer to as his 
"farm at Waltham." One of the distinguishing features of the mansion was the devotion of the entire 
West Gable to quarters for domestic servants. The first floor contained a large servants hall, consisting 
of the kitchen and the butlers' entry, while the second floor contained sleeping quarters for servants. 
The allowance of so much space for servants attests to the increased presence of live-in domestics in the 
early to mid-nineteenth cenmry. Wealthy and even middle-class women relied more heavily on the 
help of domestics partly as a resuh of the redefinition of women's role in the household economy. 
Rather than hiring non-live-in "help" for particular tasks like childbirth, sewing, spirming, laundry, or 
spring cleaning, as women had done during the colonial period, women now relied on live-in 
"domestics" to do more of the daily work of the household, thereby freeing the mistress to concentrate 
on the duties of child care, charity work, and visiting, elements of womanhood promoted by advocates 
of the "cult of true womanhood." The physical design of the household reflected these changes in the 
roles of family members, and the new reliance on a large staff of live-in domestic servants. 

Gore Place has preserved the living and working quarters of domestic servants, and currently interprets 
living and working conditions among the Gores' servant staff. Any well-preserved historic house 
museum could interpret the changes in family roles and domestic economy, as the significance of these 
changes lies in their pervasiveness across a broad spectrum of middle- and upper-class American 
households. By illustrating the lives of the domestic servants and slaves who worked there. Gore Place 
provides a deeper understanding of the living conditions in the households of the nation's leaders. Ideal 
sites for interpreting domestic service also include such preeminent American homes as Monticello and 
Mt. Vernon. Other appropriate sites include the Christian Heurich Mansion (Washington, D.C), the 
James J. Hill House (St. Paul, Minn.), Pomona Hall (Camden, NJ), Glessner House (Chicago, IL), and 
the McFaddin-Ward House (Beaumont, TX). All of these sites have preserved some aspect of servants' 
lives and interpret them on house tours.̂  

Gore Place also stands as a nationally significant property for interpreting domestic service because of 
the role of African-American butler Robert Roberts in codifying rules and guidelines for domestic 
service. While under the employ of the Gores, Roberts published The House Servant's Directory, one 

"Gore Place," National Register Nomination Form (1970). 

3 

See National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP), "List of Historic Sites Interpreting the Lives of Domestic 
Workers," compiled from "The View from the Kitchen Workshop" at the NTHP Conference, Oct. 25, 1994. See also Jane 
Brown Gillette, "Breaking the Silence," Historic Preservation 47 (March/April 1995), 38-43. 
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Statement of Significance 

Gore Place is nationally significant as representative of the central role of domestic labor in American 
labor history. The physical structure of the house reflects changes in household labor, ideals of 
domesticity, working and living conditions of servants, and women's role in the family during the late
eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries. In addition, the home is "one of the finest examples of a 
large-scale Adamesque Federal count[r]y house in the Unites States. "2 Gore Place was recognized for 
architectural significance by being designated a National Historic Landmark in 1970. 

The site was the country home of Christopher Gore, a prominent New England lawyer, veteran of the 
American Revolution, signer of the Constitution, Governor of Massachusetts (1809-1810), and United 
States Senator (1813-1816). He and his wife Rebecca (Payne) purchased the first forty acres of farm 
land in rural Waltham in 1786, and soon acquired 400 acres of land that Gore would refer to as his 
"farm at Waltham." One of the distinguishing features of the mansion was the devotion of the entire 
West Gable to quarters for domestic servants. The first floor contained a large servants hall, consisting 
of the kitchen and the butlers' entry, while the second floor contained sleeping quarters for servants. 
The allowance of so much space for servants attests to the increased presence of live-in domestics in the 
early to mid-nineteenth century. Wealthy and even middle-class women relied more heavily on the 
help of domestics partly as a result of the redefinition of women's role in the household economy. 
Rather than hiring non-live-in "help" for particular tasks like childbirth, sewing, spinning, laundry, or 
spring cleaning, as women had done during the colonial period, women now relied on live-in 
"domestics" to do more of the daily work of the household, thereby freeing the mistress to concentrate 
on the duties of child care, charity work, and visiting, elements of womanhood promoted by advocates 
of the "cult of true womanhood." The physical design of the household reflected these changes in the 
roles of family members, and the new reliance on a large staff of live-in domestic servants. 

Gore Place has preserved the living and working quarters of domestic servants, and currently interprets 
living and working conditions among the Gores' servant staff. Any well-preserved historic house 
museum could interpret the changes in family roles and domestic economy, as the significance of these 
changes lies in their pervasiveness across a broad spectrum of middle- and upper-class American 
households. By illustrating the lives of the domestic servants and slaves who worked there, Gore Place 
provides a deeper understanding of the living conditions in the households of the nation's leaders. Ideal 
sites for interpreting domestic service also include such preeminent American homes as Monticello and 
Mt. Vernon. Other appropriate sites include the Christian Heurich Mansion (Washington, D.C.), the 
James J. Hill House (St. Paul, Minn.), Pomona Hall (Camden, NJ), Glessner House (Chicago, IL), and 
the McFaddin-Ward House (Beaumont, TX). All of these sites have preserved some aspect of servants' 
lives and interpret them on house tours.3 

Gore Place also stands as a nationally significant property for interpreting domestic service because of 
the role of African-American butler Robert Roberts in codifying rules and guidelines for domestic 
service. While under the employ of the Gores, Roberts published The House Servant's Directory. one 

2 "Gore Place,• National Register Nomination Form (1970). 

3 See National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP), "List of Historic Sites Interpreting the Lives of Domestic 
Workers," compiled from "The View from the Kitchen Workshop" at the NTHP Conference, Oct. 25, 1994. See also Jane 

Brown Gillette, "Breaking the Silence,· Historic Preservation 47 (March/April 1995), 38-43. 
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of the few guidebooks written by a domestic for other domestics. This publication was the first book 
written by an African American to be published by a commercial publisher, Monroe and Francis of 
Boston, in 1827, in the United States. In it, he catalogues how domestics should behave toward their 
employers and other servants, how they should perform their duties, and how best to accomplish a 
variety of household tasks. A sampling of guidebooks dealing with domestic servants in the Newberry 
Library collections reveals that most of them were written by middle-class women for the purpose of 
explaining proper household roles and social etiquette. There are two books written specifically for 
servants, one by a college student who worked as a domestic (1903) and one whose author is unknown 
(1855). Paul Gehl, Newberry Library expert on nineteenth-cenmry etiquette books, believes that there 
were very few (maybe a handful) of guidebooks written by servants for other servants. There is no 
catalogue or bibliography of these books available, according to nineteenth-century printing scholar 
Meredith McGill, so exact figures caimot be supplied. Circulation figures are not available, but the 
guidebook was popular enough to have merited a second edition in 1828.'' 

Narrative History 

Housework has been the most pervasive form of labor in American history. Whether it was wives and 
mothers engaging in household duties, or domestic servants and part-time help performing particular 
tasks, housework has occupied long hours of often arduous labor. Yet this aspect of American labor 
history has until recently gone unexplored, largely as a result of the often unpaid nature of the work. 
Changes in the way housework is understood and performed, though, reflect larger transformations in 
American culture and the American economy. Gore Mansion is an ideal site for understanding these 
changes. 

In colonial households, the family economy included the work of women as well as men. Male 
craftsmen and artisans made their products in their home, and produced items both for self-sufficiency 
and for trade or sale in a local market. Women did the same. Work of colonial women in the 
household depended largely upon location (rural or urban), age, class position, and season. Yet most 
women at some point were responsible for milking cows, churning butter, feeding pigs and chickens, 
collecting eggs, making preserves, spinning, weaving, mending, laundry, and ironing. Women often 
contributed to the family economy not only through their household labor but also by producing goods 
to be bartered, traded, and sold at market. According to historian Jeanne Boydston, colonial women's 
work was "positioned in the patterns of daily community interaction." Women's household labor, then, 
was a visible aspect of women's role in the family economy and in broader aspects of village life.' 

Contrary to myth, however, the colonial household was not self-sufficient. Rather, many families, 
whether rural or urban, paid hired (most often non-live-in) help to work with the mistress on a 
temporary basis with specific chores. Farm women often hired help to work with them on outdoor 

4 
Information based on interviews conducted with Paul Gehl, Curator of Manuscripts and Rare Books, The Newberry 

Library, and Professor Meredith McGill, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University. See also "Notes on Robert Roberts," Gore 
Place Society. 

' Jeanne Boydston, Home and Work: Housework. Wages, and the Ideology of Labor in the Early Republic (New York, 
NY: Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 3. For fiirther discussion of colonial women's roles in the household economy, see 
especially Ruth Schwartz Cowan, "Household Labor: Huswifs, Housewives and Domestic Workers," Essay submitted for the 
National Park Service Theme Study in American Labor History (1994); Cowan, More Work for Mother: The Ironies of 
Household Technology from the Open Hearth to the Microwave (New York: Basic Books, 1983); and Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, 
Good Wives: Image and Reality in the Lives of Women in Northern New England. 1650-1750 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1982). 
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of the few guidebooks written by a domestic for other domestics. This publication was the first book 
written by an African American to be published by a commercial publisher, Monroe and Francis of 
Boston, in 1827, in the United States. In it, he catalogues how domestics should behave toward their 
employers and other servants, how they should perform their duties, and how best to accomplish a 
variety of household tasks. A sampling of guidebooks dealing with domestic servants in the Newberry 
Library collections reveals that most of them were written by middle-class women for the purpose of 
explaining proper household roles and social etiquette. There are two books written specifically for 
servants, one by a college student who worked as a domestic (1903) and one whose author is unknown 
(1855). Paul Gehl, Newberry Library expert on nineteenth-century etiquette books, believes that there 
were very few (maybe a handful) of guidebooks written by servants for other servants. There is no 
catalogue or bibliography of these books available, according to nineteenth-century printing scholar 
Meredith McGill, so exact figures cannot be supplied. Circulation figures are not available, but the 
guidebook was popular enough to have merited a second edition in 1828.4 

Narrative History 

Housework has been the most pervasive form of labor in American history. Whether it was wives and 
mothers engaging in household duties, or domestic servants and part-time help performing particular 
tasks, housework has occupied long hours of often arduous labor. Yet this aspect of American labor 
history has until recently gone unexplored, largely as a result of the often unpaid nature of the work. 
Changes in the way housework is understood and performed, though, reflect larger transformations in 
American culture and the American economy. Gore Mansion is an ideal site for understanding these 
changes. 

In colonial households, the family economy included the work of women as well as men. Male 
craftsmen and artisans made their products in their home, and produced items both for self-sufficiency 
and for trade or sale in a local market. Women did the same. Work of colonial women in the 
household depended largely upon location (rural or urban), age, class position, and season. Yet most 
women at some point were responsible for milking cows, churning butter, feeding pigs and chickens, 
collecting eggs, making preserves, spinning, weaving, mending, laundry, and ironing. Women often 
contributed to the family economy not only through their household labor but also by producing goods 
to be bartered, traded, and sold at market. According to historian Jeanne Boydston, colonial women's 
work was "positioned in the patterns of daily community interaction." Women's household labor, then, 
was a visible aspect of women's role in the family economy and in broader aspects of village life.5 

Contrary to myth, however, the colonial household was not self-sufficient. Rather, many families, 
whether rural or urban, paid hired (most often non-live-in) help to work with the mistress on a 
temporary basis with specific chores. Farm women often hired help to work with them on outdoor 

4 Information based on interviews conducted with Paul Gehl, Curator of Manuscripts and Rare Books, The Newberry 
Library, and Professor Meredith McGill, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University. See also "Notes on Robert Roberts, fl Gore 
Place Society. 

s Jeanne Boydston, Home and Work· Housework. Waees. and the Ideoloey of Labor in lhe Early Republic (New York, 
NY: Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 3. For further discussion of colonial women's roles in the household economy, see 
especially Ruth Schwartz Cowan, "Household Labor: Huswifs, Housewives and Domestic Workers, fl Essay submitted for the 
National Park Service Theme Study in American Labor History (1994); Cowan, More Work for Mother: The Ironjes of 
Household Technology from the Open Heaah to the Microwave (New York: Basic Books, 1983); and Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, 
Good Wives: Image and Reality in the Lives of Women in Northern New EngJand 1650-1750 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1982). 
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tasks, including dairying chores, keeping chickens, and gathering eggs.̂  Women in towns and villages, 
usually in the upper-class, but often in professional and artisan families as well, hired servants for other 
kinds of chores. The mistress of the household was actively involved in domestic labor, and used the 
assistance of the "help" to produce more goods and accomplish more tasks.̂  

In the South, African slaves largely replaced indentured servants as household workers by the 
eighteenth century. Most of the slaves, particularly in the Chesapeake, worked in the fields of large 
plantations. Yet some spent at least part of their time as "houseslaves," with the largest plantations able 
to assign some workers to domestic chores on a full-time basis. The women worked as cooks, 
housemaids, nursemaids, and general helps. Men who worked in the house provided personal services 
to the male head of household, as well as helping with tasks such as butchering and chopping wood.* 

The nature of women's role in the household was transformed following the American Revolution. 
Ideals about domesticity stressed women's roles as republican wives and mothers, whose main duties 
were to raise good citizens and provide harmonious homes for their families. This transformation was, 
in part, a result of the rise of industry and the capitalist market, which helped shape changing 
ideologies of domesticity. Production moved from the farm to the factory, creating a sharper 
delineation between homespace and workspace than existed previously. As a result, women's role in 
the economy was devalued, as they were not producing goods outside the home that would enter the 
economy of the marketplace.' 

Women's new role in the household was integrally linked to the emerging ideology of civic 
republicanism. The ideology of republican motherhood focused on the role of women as caretakers of 
children and emotional supporters of husbands. New notions of domesticity stressed women's separate 
sphere as a counter to the crass world of the marketplace. As historian Ruth Cowan explains, 
"Women's work was the work that was done for love (of God and of family); men's work was done for 
cash."'" By the end of the War of 1812, this republican gender system that tied men's work with rising 
industrialization and wage labor, and women's work with unpaid labor in the household, was firmly 
entrenched." 

In order for women to fulfill these wifely and motherly duties, they had to be spared some of the 
household drudgery for which they previously were responsible. Increased use of domestic servants 

^ Faye E. Dudden, Serving Women: Household Service in Nineteenth-Century America (Middletown, CT: Wesleyan 
University Press, 1983), pp. 12-13. 

7 
Boydston, Home and Work, pp. 77-79, and Nancy Cott, The Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New 

England. 1780-1835 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977), pp. 28-29. 
g 

See Cowan, "Household Labor," pp. 10-11; Eugene Genovese, Roll. Jordan. Roll: The World the Slaves Made (New 
York: Random House, 1974); and Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love. Labor of Sorrow: Black Women. Work, and the Family 
from Slavery to the Present (New York: Basic Books, 1985). 

9 

Boydston, Home and Work, p. 24. 

Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 18. 
For further discussion of republican ideals of domesticity, see Boydston, Home and Work, pp. 47-49; Linda K. 

Kerber, Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1980); and Mary Beth Norton, Liberty's Daughters: The Revolutionary Experience of American Women. 1750-1800 
(Boston: Little, Brown, 1980). 
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tasks, including dairying chores, keeping chickens, and gathering eggs.6 Women in towns and villages, 
usually in the upper-class, but often in professional and artisan families as well, hired servants for other 
kinds of chores. The mistress of the household was actively involved in domestic labor, and used the 
assistance of the "help" to produce more goods and accomplish more tasks. 7 

In the South, African slaves largely replaced indentured servants as household workers by the 
eighteenth century. Most of the slaves, particularly in the Chesapeake, worked in the fields of large 
plantations. Yet some spent at least part of their time as "houseslaves," with the largest plantations able 
to assign some workers to domestic chores on a full-time basis. The women worked as cooks, 
housemaids, nursemaids, and general helps. Men who worked in the house provided personal services 
to the male head of household, as well as helping with tasks such as butchering and chopping wood.8 

The nature of women's role in the household was transformed following the American Revolution. 
Ideals about domesticity stressed women's roles as republican wives and mothers, whose main duties 
were to raise good citizens and provide harmonious homes for their families. This transformation was, 
in part, a result of the rise of industry and the capitalist market, which helped shape changing 
ideologies of domesticity. Production moved from the farm to the factory, creating a sharper 
delineation between homespace and workspace than existed previously. As a result, women's role in 
the economy was devalued, as they were not producing goods outside the home that would enter the 
economy of the marketplace.9 

Women's new role in the household was integrally linked to the emerging ideology of civic 
republicanism. The ideology of republican motherhood focused on the role of women as caretakers of 
children and emotional supporters of husbands. New notions of domesticity stressed women's separate 
sphere as a counter to the crass world of the marketplace. As historian Ruth Cowan explains, 
"Women's work was the work that was done for love (of God and of family); men's work was done fQr 
~-

010 By the end of the War of 1812, this republican gender system that tied men's work with rising 
industrialization and wage labor, and women's work with unpaid labor in the household, was firmly 
entrenched. 11 

In order for women to fulfill these wifely and motherly duties, they had to be spared some of the 
household drudgery for which they previously were responsible. Increased use of domestic servants 

6 Faye E. Dudden, Serving Women: Household Service in Nineteenth-Century America (Middletown, CT: Wesleyan 
University Press, 1983), pp. 12-13. 

7 
Boydston. Home and Work. pp. 77-79, and Nancy Cott, The Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New 

England 1780-1835 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977), pp. 28-29. 

8 See Cowan, "Household Labor," pp. 10-11; Eugene Genovese, Roll. Jordan. Roll: The World the Slaves Made (New 
York: Random House, 1974); and Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women. Work. and the family 
from Slavery to the Present (New York: Basic Books, 1985). 

9 Boydston. Home and Work. p. 24. 

lO Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 18. 

11 For further discussion of republican ideals of domesticity, see Boydston. Home and Work. pp. 47-49; Linda K. 
Kerber, Women of the Republic: InteHect and Ideology jn Revolutionary America (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1980); and Mary Beth Norton, Liberty's Daughters: The Revolutionary Experience of American Women 1750-1800 
(Boston: Little, Brown, 1980). 
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allowed the woman of the household to spend more time with child rearing, which was the focus of the 
ideology of republican motherhood. During this period, wealthy and middle-class households started 
hiring live-in domestic servants (commonly referred to as domestics) instead of part-time help. "Help" 
implied helping the mistress with chores, whereas "servants" were responsible for chores on their own, 
thereby creating a clearer class distinction between the family and the hired help. 

The creation of the role of formal, live-in domestics reflected new notions of circumscribed spheres of 
female domain within the household, rather than more fluid interchange between public market and 
household economy that existed previously. Catherine Beecher (author and arbiter of middle-class taste 
in the nineteenth century), for example, stressed the importance of the household as a sanctuary, and 
pointed to the undisturbed family table, where all could come together to relax and enjoy each other, as 
a model for Christian domesticity. This space of family togetherness necessitated the availability of a 
servant staff to prepare and serve the family meals in a separate space, which would not disturb family 
harmony.'̂  

Gore Place illustrates how this notion of circumscribed roles within the household was translated into 
physical space. When Christopher and Rebecca Gore made plans for their new home on their country 
estate in Waltham in 1801 (the former house on the land burned down), they incorporated new ideas 
about how home space should be laid out. Homes in the early nineteenth century added public spaces 
like parlors, where members of the household could entertain guests, and display bric-a-brac and other 
art items which were becoming more widely available. Builders also constructed homes with separate 
spaces for live-in servants, based on the dominant opinion of the day that proper, respectable 
households needed domestics whose living and work space would be separate from those of the family. 
Changing architecture allowed domestics to inhabit only areas of the house where work was performed, 
while the family would occupy areas of comfort and display. New homes in the mid-nineteenth 
century included basement kitchens and separate flights of back stairs for servants.'̂  

The Gore Mansion consisted of a central structure flanked by two outstretched wings. The first floor 
of the central structure included a large reception area, bordered on the west side by the butler's 
entrance and on the east by the main hall. Separate rooms included a sewing room, a billiards room, a 
library, a reception room, and separate bedrooms. The kitchen for food preparation was at the far end 
of the west gable, next to the servants' hall, where servants prepared food for the family and had their 
own meals. Servants quarters were located directly above the servants' hall, connected by a back 
stairwell. The back stairwell was completely out of the way of the formal, public areas of the house, 
thereby physically separating the servants from family and social functions as they carried out their 
chores. 

12 
Catherine Beecher, Letter to Persons Who Are Engaged in Domestic Service. New York: Leavitt & Trow, 1842), pp. 

87-89; and Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 5, 35, 44. For further discussions of class and domesticity, see Cott, The Bonds of 
Womanhood: Mary Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class: The Family in Oneida County. New York. 1790-1865 (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1981), chapter 4; and Paul E. Johnson, A Shopkeeper's Millennium: Society and Revivals in 
Rochester. New York. 1815-1837 (Hill & Wang, 1978). 

13 
Dudden, Serving Women, p. 119; and Gwendolyn Wright, Moralism and the Modern Home: Domestic Architecture 

and Cultural Conflict in Chicago. 1873-1913 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980), p. 19. 

14 
See Philip Dana Orcutt, "Gore Place," and "Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts: The Begiimings of a Restoration," 

articles on file with The Gore Place Society. See also Helen R. Pinkney, Christopher Gore: Federalist of Massachusetts. 
1758-1827 (Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place Society, 1969), pp. 85-89. 
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allowed the woman of the household to spend more time with child rearing, which was the focus of the 
ideology of republican motherhood. During this period, wealthy and middle-class households started 
hiring live-in domestic servants (commonly referred to as domestics) instead of part-time help. "Help" 
implied helping the mistress with chores, whereas "servants" were responsible for chores on their own, 
thereby creating a clearer class distinction between the family and the hired help. 

The creation of the role of formal, live-in domestics reflected new notions of circumscribed spheres of 
female domain within the household, rather than more fluid interchange between public market and 
household economy that existed previously. Catherine Beecher (author and arbiter of middle-class taste 
in the nineteenth century), for example, stressed the importance of the household as a sanctuary, and 
pointed to the undisturbed family table, where all could come together to relax and enjoy each other, as 
a model for Christian domesticity. This space of family togetherness necessitated the availability of a 
servant staff to prepare and serve the family meals in a separate space, which would not disturb family 
harmony.12 

Gore Place illustrates how this notion of circumscribed roles within the household was translated into 
physical space. When Christopher and Rebecca Gore made plans for their new home on their country 
estate in Waltham in 1801 (the former house on the land burned down), they incorporated new ideas 
about how home space should be laid out. Homes in the early nineteenth century added public spaces 
like parlors, where members of the household could entertain guests, and display bric-a-brac and other 
art items which were becoming more widely available. Builders also constructed homes with separate 
spaces for live-in servants, based on the dominant opinion of the day that proper, respectable 
households needed domestics whose living and work space would be separate from those of the family. 
Changing architecture allowed domestics to inhabit only areas of the house where work was performed, 
while the family would occupy areas of comfort and display. New homes in the mid-nineteenth 
century included basement kitchens and separate flights of back stairs for servants. 13 

The Gore Mansion consisted of a central structure flanked by two outstretched wings. The first floor 
of the central structure included a large reception area, bordered on the west side by the butler's 
entrance and on the east by the main hall. Separate rooms included a sewing room, a billiards room, a 
library, a reception room, and separate bedrooms. The kitchen for food preparation was at the far end 
of the west gable, next to the servants' hall, where servants prepared food for the family and had their 
own meals. Servants quarters were located directly above the servants' hall, connected by a back 
stairwell. The back stairwell was completely out of the way of the formal, public areas of the house, 
thereby physically separating the servants from family and social functions as they carried out their 
chores. 14 

12 
Catherine Beecher, Letter to Persons Who Are Engaged in Domestic Service. New York: Leavitt & Trow, 1842), pp. 

87-89; and Dudden. Serving Women, pp. 5, 35, 44. For further discussions of class and domesticity, see Con. The Bonds of 
Womanhood: Mary Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class: The Family in Oneida County, New York, 1790-1865 (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1981), chapter 4; and Paul E. Johnson, A Shopkeeper's Millennium: Society and Revivals in 
Rochester, New York, 1815-1837 (Hill & Wang, 1978). 

13 
Dudden, Serving Women. p. 119; and Gwendolyn Wright, Moratism and the Modern Home: Domestic Architecture 

and Cultural Conflict jn Chicaio 1873-1913 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980), p. 19. 

14 See Philip Dana Orcutt, "Gore Place," and "Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts: The Beginnings of a Restoration," 
articles on file with The Gore Place Society. See also Helen R. Pinkney, Christopher Gore- Federalist of Massachusetts 
1758-1827 (Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place Society, 1969), pp. 85-89. 
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Prominent Americans in the early nineteenth century hired large servant staffs, each with specific titles 
and duties, including a butler, valet, coachman, footman, housekeeper, lady's maid, cook, waitress, 
nurse, parlor maid, chambermaid, and laundress. Jobs of the servant staff at Gore Mansion reflected 
the new types of duties servants performed, as well as the new relationship between employer and 
employee. The Gores maintained a servant staff of fourteen at the mansion (though not all lived in), 
each with a different job title and set of responsibilities. Gore's domestic staff, like others of the day, 
copied the patterns of European servant arrangements. The butler, Robert Roberts, was in charge of 
all of the other servants, as well as his own tasks. These often included seeing that everything in the 
household was in order, greeting visitors, tending to the wine and sherry cellars, laying the breakfast 
table, cleaning the breakfast and dinner tables, and tending to the fires. The butler could also hire the 
other male staff, including footmen and coachmen. The housekeeper hired and maintained the female 
staff, often including the cooks and the nursemaid. She was in charge of ordering goods from the 
market, preparing the house linens, making tea and coffee, and attending to the needs of the mistress. 
Cooks helped select menus, helped the mistress with preserving and canning, and prepared all meals. 
Waitresses served the meals to the family and also prepared the table for dinner parties. There were 
explicit instructions for how a table should be laid for a variety of occasions, so that proper etiquette 
was always observed. 

The staff helped the master and mistress with chores that their eighteenth century counterparts had 
performed themselves, but also with new tasks created by the advent of new technology. While 
technology could make household chores easier in some cases, in others it created new demands and 
tasks for the servants to perform. For example, the refrigerator, which was patented in 1803 but did 
not come into common use until the 1820s, cut down on much of the work of mistresses and helpers in 
the area of food preparation, including canning, drying, churning butter and cheese, butchering, and 
cooking meals. But while the introduction of coal in the 1820s made home heating a bit easier, it also 
meant that servants had to diligently tend the furnace, an arduous and messy job. Similarly, the advent 
of lamps in late 1820s improved lighting, and lamps required less physical labor than candlemaking, 
but oil or gas lamps still required close attention to avoid mishaps.'* Roberts highlighted the potential 
danger of lamps in his instructions for "shutting up the house:" 

Your lamps must be turned down, not blown out. Then push up the keys of your 
lamps, that the oil may not flow over, to spoil the carpets, for this would be a sad 
disaster; and it oftentimes happens through the neglect of servants not attending 
properly to the lamps. When all your lights are extinguished, see that your fireguards 
are put to your fires, and that everything is safe in the rooms before you go out; then 
fasten your front door; then go round to all the doors and windows on the back part of 
the house, to ascertain whether they are all safe fastened. This is the most important 
part of your duty, to see that the house, and all the fires are safe.'' 

In addition to serving the practical needs of wealthy families, servants also attested to the family's 
social position. The importance of the class status that came with keeping a large staff of servants was 
exhibited in the Gores' encounter with an acquaintance in a nearby town. Ellen Derby Peabody 
recounted her thoughts on seeing Gore's chariot during her travels in October, 1815. "Here we found 

Robert Roberts, The House Servant's Directory, facsimile of the 1827 edition (Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place 
Society, 1977), p. 44. 

'^ Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 128-145. 

17 
Roberts, House Servant's Directory, p. 67. 
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Prominent Americans in the early nineteenth century hired large servant staffs, each with specific titles 
and duties, including a butler, valet, coachman, footman, housekeeper, lady's maid, cook, waitress, 
nurse, parlor maid, chambermaid, and laundress. Jobs of the servant staff at Gore Mansion reflected 
the new types of duties servants performed, as well as the new relationship between employer and 
employee. The Gores maintained a servant staff of fourteen at the mansion (though not all lived in), 
each with a different job title and set of responsibilities. Gore's domestic staff, like others of the day, 
copied the patterns of European servant arrangements. The butler, Robert Roberts, was in charge of 
all of the other servants, as well as his own tasks. These often included seeing that everything in the 
household was in order, greeting visitors, tending to the wine and sherry cellars, laying the breakfast 
table, cleaning the breakfast and dinner tables, and tending to the fires. The butler could also hire the 
other male staff, including footmen and coachmen. The housekeeper hired and maintained the female 
staff, often including the cooks and the nursemaid. She was in charge of ordering goods from the 
market, preparing the house linens, making tea and coffee, and attending to the needs of the mistress. 
Cooks helped select menus, helped the mistress with preserving and canning, and prepared all meals. 
Waitresses served the meals to the family and also prepared the table for dinner parties. There were 
explicit instructions for how a table should be laid for a variety of occasions, so that proper etiquette 
was always observed. 15 

The staff helped the master and mistress with chores that their eighteenth century counterparts had 
performed themselves, but also with new tasks created by the advent of new technology. While 
technology could make household chores easier in some cases, in others it created new demands and 
tasks for the servants to perform. For example, the refrigerator, which was patented in 1803 but did 
not come into common use until the 1820s, cut down on much of the work of mistresses and helpers in 
the area of food preparation, including canning, drying, churning butter and cheese, butchering, and 
cooking meals. But while the introduction of coal in the 1820s made home heating a bit easier, it also 
meant that servants had to diligently tend the furnace, an arduous and messy job. Similarly, the advent 
of lamps in late 1820s improved lighting, and lamps required less physical labor than candlemaking, 
but oil or gas lamps still required close attention to avoid mishaps. 16 Roberts highlighted the potential 
danger of lamps in his instructions for "shutting up the house:" 

Your lamps must be turned down, not blown out. Then push up the keys of your 
lamps, that the oil may not flow over, to spoil the carpets, for this would be a sad 
disaster; and it oftentimes happens through the neglect of servants not attending 
properly to the lamps. When all your lights are extinguished, see that your fireguards 
are put to your fires, and that everything is safe in the rooms before you go out; then 
fasten your front door; then go round to all the doors and windows on the back part of 
the house, to ascertain whether they are all safe fastened. This is the most important 
part of your duty, to see that the house, and all the fires are safe . 17 

In addition to serving the practical needs of wealthy families, servants also attested to the family 's 
social position. The importance of the class status that came with keeping a large staff of servants was 
exhibited in the Gores' encounter with an acquaintance in a nearby town. Ellen Derby Peabody 
recounted her thoughts on seeing Gore's chariot during her travels in October, 1815. "Here we found 

15 Robert Roberts. The House Servant's Directory. facsimile of the 1827 edition (Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place 
Society, 1977), p. 44. 

16 Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 128-145. 

17 
Roberts, House Servant's Directory. p. 67. 
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Governor Gore. He traveled in a chariot, a most foolish thing, not half as comfortable or genteel as 
our wagon; fourteen servants, including housekeeper, handmaid, butler, and two pages."'* This 
portrait illustrates the important role servants played in making visible the elite status of their 
employers. It also highlights the degree to which the division of labor within the household was firmly 
established in the homes of the wealthy by the early nineteenth century. 

Guidebooks during the nineteenth century laid out the specifics of how a variety of domestic chores 
should be performed. Most often these guidebooks were written by middle-class reformers and arbiters 
of moralism in American culture. Many were written for the woman of the household, so that she 
could properly train her servants. Yet some were directed at the domestics themselves and gave advice 
not only about how best to accomplish tasks but also about proper relationships with employers and 
other employees.'' Robert Roberts was one of the few servants to write his own guidebook to be used 
by other servants. Roberts claimed experience "as a house servant in some of the first families in 
England, France, and America."̂ " He became butler for the Gores in October of 1825, after having 
worked for some of the most prominent families in Massachusetts, including Nathan Appelton and Kirk 
Boot, both large investors in Lowell Mills, one of the first textile manufacturing companies in the 
nation. 

In his guidebook, Roberts gave detailed descriptions of domestics' duties, including how to set out 
tables and sideboards; how to wait large and small parties; how to polish boots; how to clean plate, 
brass, steel, glass, and mahogany; and "100 usefial and various receipts [recipes and instructions]," 
including items such as "to render old pictures as fine as new," "a great secret to mix mustard," "to 
recover a person from intoxication," and "to preserve milk for sea that will keep for six months."̂ ' He 
also advised servants how to avoid waste in the household: 

Many well-meaning servants are ignorant of the best means of managing, and thereby 
waste as much as would maintain a small family, besides causing the mistress of the 
house much chagrin by their irregularity. . . }^ 

He went on to explain how to store vegetables, meats, candles, and breads. Roberts argued that by 
training servants in the proper protocol of domestic duties, conflicts with employers could be avoided. 

Throughout the guide book, Roberts framed all his advice in terms of preserving propriety and 
decorum in the household. His discussion of setting out sideboards reflects this concern with proper 
protocol. "In setting out your sideboard, you must study neatness, convenience, and taste; as you must 

18 

Some Chronicles of the Day Family Compiled by E.D.P. [Ellen Derby Peabody] (Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside 
Press, 1893). 

19 
Titles that are representative of the nineteenth-century literature on domestic service include The Complete Servant-

Being a Practical Guide to the Peculiar Duties and Business of All Descriptions of Servants (London: Knight and Lacey, 1825); 
Rose Mary Crawshay, Domestic Service for Gentlewomen: A Record of Experience and Success (London: Rose Mary 
Crawshay, 1876); The Duties of Servants: A Practical Guide to the Routine of Domestic Service (London: Frederick Warne 
&Co., n.d.); Every Servant's Book. Being a Complete Guide to All Duties (London: TY. Griffiths, 1833); and Plain Talk and 
Friendly Advice to Domestics (Boston: Philips, Sampson, & Co., 1855). 

20 
Roberts, Directory, p. in. 

21 

Ibid, pp. v-vi i i . 

Ibid, p. 173. 
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Governor Gore. He traveled in a chariot, a most foolish thing, not half as comfortable or genteel as 
our wagon; fourteen servants, including housekeeper, handmaid, butler, and two pages. "18 This 
portrait illustrates the important role servants played in making visible the elite status of their 
employers. It also highlights the degree to which the division of labor within the household was firmly 
established in the homes of the wealthy by the early nineteenth century. 

Guidebooks during the nineteenth century laid out the specifics of how a variety of domestic chores 
should be performed. Most often these guidebooks were written by middle-class reformers and arbiters 
of moralism in American culture. Many were written for the woman of the household, so that she 
could properly train her servants. Yet some were directed at the domestics themselves and gave advice 
not only about how best to accomplish tasks but also about proper relationships with employers and 
other employees. 19 Robert Roberts was one of the few servants to write his own guidebook to be used 
by other servants. Roberts claimed experience "as a house servant in some of the first families in 
England, France, and America. "20 He became butler for the Gores in October of 1825, after having 
worked for some of the most prominent families in Massachusetts, including Nathan Appelton and Kirk 
Boot, both large investors in Lowell Mills, one of the first textile manufacturing companies in the 
nation. 

In his guidebook, Roberts gave detailed descriptions of domestics' duties, including how to set out 
tables and sideboards; how to wait large and small parties; how to polish boots; how to clean plate, 
brass, steel, glass, and mahogany; and "100 useful and various receipts [recipes and instructions]," 
including items such as "to render old pictures as fine as new," "a great secret to mix mustard," "to 
recover a person from intoxication," and "to preserve milk for sea that will keep for six months. "21 He 
also advised servants how to avoid waste in the household: 

Many well-meaning servants are ignorant of the best means of managing, and thereby 
waste as much as would maintain a small family, besides causing the mistress of the 
house much chagrin by their irregularity. . . . 22 

He went on to explain how to store vegetables, meats, candles, and breads. Roberts argued that by 
training servants in the proper protocol of domestic duties, conflicts with employers could be avoided. 

Throughout the guide book, Roberts framed all his advice in terms of preserving propriety and 
decorum in the household. His discussion of setting out sideboards reflects this concern with proper 
protocol. "In setting out your sideboard, you must study neatness, convenience, and taste; as you must 

18 Some Chronicles of the Day Family Compiled by E.D.P. [Ellen Derby Peabody] (Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside 
Press, 1893). 

19 Titles that are representative of the nineteenth-century literature on domestic service include The Complete Servant. 
Being a Practical Guide to the Peculiar Duties and Business of AH Descriptions of Servants (London: Knight and Lacey. 1825); 
Rose Mary Crawshay. Domestic Service for Gentlewomen: A Record of Experience and Success (London: Rose Mary 
Crawshay, 1876): The Duties of Servants: A Practical Gujde to the Routine of Domestic Service (London: Frederick Warne 
&Co. , n.d.); Every Servant's Book, Bejng a Complete Gujde to All Duties (London: TY. Griffiths, 1833); and Plain Talk and 
Friendly Advice to Domestics (Boston: Philips, Sampson, & Co., 1855). 

20 Roberts, Directory, p. iii. 

21 Ililit, pp. v-v.iii. 

22 Ililit, p. 173. 
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think that ladies and gentlemen that have splendid and costly articles, wish to have them seen and set 
out to best advantage. "̂ ^ At the same time, though, he pointed out that the only way for the servant to 
best serve the family is by the family providing proper working spaces: 

A good dinner is one of the greatest enjoyments of human life; and as the practice of 
cookery is attended with so many discouraging difficulties, so many disgusting and 
disagreeable circumstances, and even dangers, we ought to have some regard for those 
who encounter them, to procure us pleasure, and to reward their attention, by 
rendering their situation every way as comfortable and agreeable as we can. Mere 
money is a very inadequate compensation to a complete cook; he who had preached 
integrity to those in the kitchen may be permitted to recommend liberality to those in 
the parlour; they are indeed the sources of each other. 

Here Roberts lays out his belief in the mutual dependence of the employer and employee, and argues 
for a recognition of this relationship in order to assure the servant dignity in his or her station.̂  

Employers and guidebook-writers focused on the proper relationship between family members and 
domestics now that servants were living in. Middle-class reformers encouraged household mistresses 
to look upon their relationship with their domestics as a missionary one. Employers needed their 
servants to exhibit propriety so that they would be a proper reflection on the moral. Christian nature of 
the home. According to Catherine Beecher and her sister, Harriet Beecher Stowe (author of Uncle 
Tom's Cabin), respect had to be the guide for relationships with servants.̂ * Roberts reiterated this 
point. "'The laborer is worthy of his hire,'" Roberts argued,"and should be treated in health or in 
sickness with pity and feeling; if it is necessary to place servants under strict surveillance, let them at 
least be treated as fellow beings and candidates for a future world."" 

At the same time, though, Roberts illustrated that he, as butler, was a strict supervisor of the rest of the 
staff. He admonished the servants under his employ to be diligent workers in order to establish their 
professionalism: 

In order to get through your work in proper time, you should make it your chief study 
to rise early in the morning; for an hour before the family rises is worth more to you 
than two after they are up; for in this time you can get through the dirtiest part of the 
work, which you cannot do when the family rises. . . . 

23 

24 

25 

Ibid, p. 49. 

Roberts, House Servant's Directory, p. 155. 

For fiirther discussion of relationships between servants and masters in New England, see Charles A. Hammond, 
"The Dilemmas of Domestic Service in New England, 1750-1850," Folklife (1988), 58-67; and Daniel E. Sutherland, 
Americans and Their Servants: Domestic Service in the United States from 1800-1920 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 1981). 

Catherine Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe, The American Woman's Home, or. Principles of Domestic Science: 
Being A Guide to the Formation and Maintenance of Economical. Healthful. Beautiful, and Christian Homes (New York: J.B. 
Ford and Company, 1869), p. 324. 

27 - . 
Roberts. House Servant's Directory, pp. 154-55. " ' . 
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think that ladies and gentlemen that have splendid and costly articles, wish to have them seen and set 
out to best advantage. "23 At the same time, though, he pointed out that the only way for the servant to 
best serve the family is by the family providing proper working spaces: 

A good dinner is one of the greatest enjoyments of human life; and as the practice of 
cookery is attended with so many discouraging difficulties, so many disgusting and 
disagreeable circumstances, and even dangers, we ought to have some regard for those 
who encounter them, to procure us pleasure, and to reward their attention, by 
rendering their situation every way as comfortable and agreeable as we can. Mere 
money is a very inadequate compensation to a complete cook; he who had preached 
integrity to those in the kitchen may be permitted to recommend liberality to those in 
the parlour; they are indeed the sources of each other.24 

Here Roberts lays out his belief in the mutual dependence of the employer and employee, and argues 
for a recognition of this relationship in order to assure the servant dignity in his or her station.25 

Employers and guidebook-writers focused on the proper relationship between family members and 
domestics now that servants were living in. Middle-class reformers encouraged household mistresses 
to look upon their relationship with their domestics as a missionary one. Employers needed their 
servants to exhibit propriety so that they would be a proper reflection on the moral, Christian nature of 
the home. According to Catherine Beecher and her sister, Harriet Beecher Stowe (author of~ 
Tom's Cabin), respect had to be the guide for relationships with servants.26 Roberts reiterated this 
point. "'The laborer is worthy of his hire, '" Roberts argued, "and should be treated in health or in 
sickness with pity and feeling; if it is necessary to place servants under strict surveillance, let them at 
least be treated as fellow beings and candidates for a future world. "27 

At the same time, though, Roberts illustrated that he, as butler, was a strict supervisor of the rest of the 
staff. He admonished the servants under his employ to be diligent workers in order to establish their 
professionalism: 

23 

24 

In order to get through your work in proper time, you should make it your chief study 
to rise early in the morning; for an hour before the family rises is worth more to you 
than two after they are up; for in this time you can get through the dirtiest part of the 
work, which you cannot do when the family rises .... 

lllli!. p. 49. 

Roberts, House Servant's Directory. p. 155. 

25 For further discussion of relationships between servants and masters in New England, see Charles A. Hammond, 
"The Dilemmas of Domestic Service in New England, 1750-1850," .E2lklife (1988), 58-67; and Daniel E. Sutherland, 
Americans and Their Servants: Domestic Service io the United States from 1800-1920 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 1981). 

26 
Catherine Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe, The American Woman's Home, or. Principles of Domestic Science· 

Bein& A Guide 10 the Formation and Maintenance of Economical. Healthful. Beautiful. and Christian Homes (New York: J.B. 
Ford and Company, 1869), p. 324. 

27 
Roberts, House Servant's Directory. pp. 154-55 . 
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In the next place, you must have a proper dress for doing your dirty work in; for you 
should never attempt to wait on the family in the clothes that you clean your boots, 
shoes, knives, and lamps in; for the dress that you wear is to the do this part of your 
work is not fit to wait in, on ladies and gentleman. . . . 

There is no class of people that should dress more neat and clean than a house servant, 
because he is generally exposed to the eyes often public; but his dress, though neat and 
tidy, should never be foppish or extravagant.̂ * 

Mistresses were even more clear about controlling the behavior and appearance of their servants, so 
that they would be a dignified reflection of their employers. Servants must not be too showy, but also 
could not be slovenly. According to employer Helen Munson Williams, her domestic "must keep 
herself always neat and tidy in her person and never go to the door, or wait on the table with 
disarranged hair or in any but a clean and smooth white apron. 

The large acreage of the landscaped grounds and farming areas at Gore necessitated the hiring of a 
separate farm staff. Jacob Farwell was the overseer of the farm laborers and lived on site along with 
his immediate family, his brother Isaac, Maynard Moore, and the gardener, all of whom worked year 
round. He worked for Gore from 1810 until Gore's death in 1827. Most of the farm laborers were 
hired on a monthly basis, usually with the agreement that they would work seven or eight months, 
though few stayed that long. These monthly workers earned an average of ten dollars per month. 
Typically there were five workers employed on the farm in addition to Farwell from late March 
through June, approximately three workers from July to October, and one from November through 
March. Often Farwell would hire day workers to help with particular tasks. In 1825, Farwell hired 
two female workers, Polly Warren and Lydia Butlers, at a piece rate for the months of April and May; 
they made as little as two dollars per week. While some workers were hired yearly, including Maynard 
Moore and Polly Warren, most workers were hired for less than one season. Since Christopher Gore 
took great pride in his "farm," he was actively involved in its oversight.̂ " 

The jobs performed by the farm hands included taking produce to market, making mats from corn 
husks, preparing fertilizer, digging "hot beds" in the yard for planting lettuce, and "helping." Many of 
the seasonal workers hired by Gore helped the main gardener, David Haggerton, with his planting and 
reaping chores. Other chores for helpers included fixing the pump and well, building a fence, 
slaughtering sheep, and helping masons and carpenters. During the off-season, helpers might help 
Farwell cut down trees or cart leaves, sled ice, and bale hay, both for Gore and for some of his 
neighbors.̂ ' 

The popularity of domestic guidebooks by the mid-nineteenth century was partly a result of the rise of 
more permanent live-in servants who needed more formal training than did the hired help of earlier 
decades. In American cities during the nineteenth century, at any given time 15 to 30 percent of 
households included live-in domestic servants. Indeed, by the mid-nineteenth century, domestic service 

28 

29 

30 

Ibid, pp. 15, 76. 

Quoted in Dudden, Serving Women, p. 120. 

See Jacob Farwell, "Farm Workers at Gore, June 1820-June 1826," in Farm Journal, manuscript in possession of The 
Gore Place Society. 

31 
"Notes from Farwell's Diary," compiled by Sara Cormeny, Gore Place Society, 1991. 
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In the next place, you must have a proper dress for doing your dirty work in; for you 
should never attempt to wait on the family in the clothes that you clean your boots, 
shoes, knives, and lamps in; for the dress that you wear is to the do this part of your 
work is not fit to wait in, on ladies and gentleman. . . . 

There is no class of people that should dress more neat and clean than a house servant, 
because he is generally exposed to the eyes often public; but his dress, though neat and 
tidy, should never be foppish or extravagant.28 

Mistresses were even more clear about controlling the behavior and appearance of their servants, so 
that they would be a dignified reflection of their employers. Servants must not be too showy, but also 
could not be slovenly. According to employer Helen Munson Williams, her domestic "must keep 
herself always neat and tidy in her person and never go to the door, or wait on the table with 
disarranged hair or in any but a clean and smooth white apron. "29 

The large acreage of the landscaped grounds and farming areas at Gore necessitated the hiring of a 
separate farm staff. Jacob Farwell was the overseer of the farm laborers and lived on site along with 
his immediate family, his brother Isaac, Maynard Moore, and the gardener, all of whom worked year 
round. He worked for Gore from 1810 until Gore's death in 1827. Most of the farm laborers were 
hired on a monthly basis, usually with the agreement that they would work seven or eight months, 
though few stayed that long. These monthly workers earned an average of ten dollars per month. 
Typically there were five workers employed on the farm in addition to Farwell from late March 
through June, approximately three workers from July to October, and one from November through 
March. Often Farwell would hire day workers to help with particular tasks. In 1825, Farwell hired 
two female workers, Polly Warren and Lydia Butlers, at a piece rate for the months of April and May; 
they made as little as two dollars per week. While some workers were hired yearly, including Maynard 
Moore and Polly Warren, most workers were hired for less than one season. Since Christopher Gore 
took great pride in his "farm," he was actively involved in its oversight.30 

The jobs performed by the farm hands included taking produce to market, making mats from com 
husks, preparing fertilizer, digging "hot beds" in the yard for planting lettuce, and "helping." Many of 
the seasonal workers hired by Gore helped the main gardener, David Haggerton, with his planting and 
reaping chores. Other chores for helpers included fixing the pump and well, building a fence, 
slaughtering sheep, and helping masons and carpenters. During the off-season, helpers might help 
Farwell cut down trees or cart leaves, sled ice, and bale hay, both for Gore and for some of his 
neighbors. 31 

The popularity of domestic guidebooks by the mid-nineteenth century was partly a result of the rise of 
more permanent live-in servants who needed more formal training than did the hired help of earlier 
decades. In American cities during the nineteenth century, at any given time 15 to 30 percent of 
households included live-in domestic servants. Indeed, by the mid-nineteenth century, domestic service 

28 
Ibid, pp. 15, 76. 

29 Quoted in Dudden, Servin& Women. p. 120. 

30 See Jacob Farwell, "Farm Workers at Gore, June 1820-June 1826," in Fann Journal, manuscript in possession of The 
Gore Place Society. 

31 "Notes from Farwell 's Diary, " compiled by Sara Cormeny, Gore Place Society, 1991. 
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was the most common occupation for women. The formal arrangements involved in hiring and training 
staffs also changed how employers located perspective servants. Christopher Gore's search for female 
domestics and a footman reveals the changes taking place in securing staff. For hiring domestics, the 
Gores most likely went through one of the new employment agencies arising during this time. He 
writes to friend Rufus King (former embassador to England and a college friend of Gore's from 
Harvard), "Hitherto we have done much better on the score of Domestics than we feared." For a 
footman, though, Gore relies on the advice of King and tries to secure his former employee. " I have 
written you two or three letters praying you to permit Mclntire [King's servant in New York] to hire 
and send me a Footman from New York. We are waiting for a reply as we are without necessary 
servant. "̂ ^ 

Women entered service in great numbers in the mid-nineteenth century. Ironically, this was the same 
time when elite families often complained about the lack of availability of good, responsible domestics. 
The familiar adage "you can't get good help anymore" was partially a response to the increasingly 
impersonal and intensely hierarchical relationship between employer and employee, and also among 
servants themselves. Domestics were encouraged to address employers respectfully and obediently at 
all times. Roberts advised servants, "In the first place all domestics should be submissive and polite to 
their employers, and to all visitants that may come to the house. [Domestics] should never be pert, or 
strive to enter into conversation with their employers or any visitant that may come to the house, unless 
they speak to you or ask you a question, and then you should answer them in a polite manner, in as few 
words as possible.Also, the entire servant staff had to answer to the butler. Roberts' guidebook, 
unlike the etiquette books written by middle-class social arbiters, spoke about the interpersonal 
relationships between servants. He advised, "Take care and never do an injury to any servant's 
character, for how easy they may be thrown out of bread through it, and perhaps led to greater evils. 
Always guard against being influenced to do any kind of injustice to your comrade servants, either by 
lying, or any other revengeful spirit." '̂' 

Many employers believed that domestic service offered a number of opportunities for young workers, 
especially women, and they should be grateful for finding such employment. The Beechers claimed, 
"One would think, on the face of it, that a calling which gives a setUed home, a comfortable room, 
rent-free, with fire and lights, good board and lodging, and steady, well-paid wages, would certainly 
offer more attractions than the making of shirts for tenpence, with all the risks of providing one's own 
sustenance and shelter. "̂ ^ Living conditions for domestic servants depended largely upon the wealth 
and sympathies of the employer. In some households, female domestics slept on a cot in the kitchen, 
or slept on a straw bed in the nursery. Servants at Gore Mansion were fortunate to have separate 
sleeping quarters, which contained a single bed, a desk, a side table, and a chair. Clearly this living 
arrangement gave servants more private space and time than those with more austere conditions 
(though the Gore servants' quarters still were rather austere). 

32 
Christopher Gore to Rufus King, November 25, 1804; Gore to King, June 9, 1808, Rufiis King Papers. New York 

Historical Society, copies at The Gore Place Society, Waltham, Mass. 

33 

Roberts, Directory, p. 69. 

'̂̂  Ibid, p, 73. 
35 

Beecher and Stowe, The American Woman's Home, p. 322. 
Curators at Gore Place have refurnished one of the servants' rooms in the West Gable according to their 

understanding of how furnishings were arranged in the nineteenth century. 
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was the most common occupation for women. The formal arrangements involved in hiring and training 
staffs also changed how employers located perspective servants. Christopher Gore's search for female 
domestics and a footman reveals the changes taking place in securing staff. For hiring domestics, the 
Gores most likely went through one of the new employment agencies arising during this time. He 
writes to friend Rufus King (former embassador to England and a college friend of Gore's from 
Harvard), "Hitherto we have done much better on the score of Domestics than we feared." For a 
footman, though, Gore relies on the advice of King and tries to secure his former employee. "I have 
written you two or three letters praying you to permit McIntire [King's servant in New York] to hire 
and send me a Footman from New York. We are waiting for a reply as we are without necessary 
servant. "32 

Women entered service in great numbers in the mid-nineteenth century. Ironically, this was the same 
time when elite families often complained about the lack of availability of good, responsible domestics. 
The familiar adage "you can't get good help anymore" was partially a response to the increasingly 
impersonal and intensely hierarchical relationship between employer and employee, and also among 
servants themselves. Domestics were encouraged to address employers respectfully and obediently at 
all times. Roberts advised servants, "In the first place all domestics should be submissive and polite to 
their employers, and to all visitants that may come to the house. [Domestics] should never be pert, or 
strive to enter into conversation with their employers or any visitant that may come to the house, unless 
they speak to you or ask you a question, and then you should answer them in a polite manner, in as few 
words as possible. "33 Also, the entire servant staff had to answer to the butler. Roberts' guidebook, 
unlike the etiquette books written by middle-class social arbiters, spoke about the interpersonal 
relationships between servants. He advised, "Take care and never do an injury to any servant's 
character, for how easy they may be thrown out of bread through it, and perhaps led to greater evils. 
Always guard against being influenced to do any kind of injustice to your comrade servants, either by 
lying, or any other revengeful spirit. "34 

Many employers believed that domestic service offered a number of opportunities for young workers, 
especially women, and they should be grateful for finding such employment. The Beechers claimed, 
"One would think, on the face of it, that a calling which gives a settled home, a comfortable room, 
rent-free, with fire and lights, good board and lodging, and steady, well-paid wages, would certainly 
offer more attractions than the making of shirts for tenpence, with all the risks of providing one's own 
sustenance and shelter. "35 Living conditions for domestic servants depended largely upon the wealth 
and sympathies of the employer. In some households, female domestics slept on a cot in the kitchen, 
or slept on a straw bed in the nursery. Servants at Gore Mansion were fortunate to have separate 
sleeping quarters, which contained a single bed, a desk, a side table, and a chair. Clearly this living 
arrangement gave servants more private space and time than those with more austere conditions 
(though the Gore servants' quarters still were rather austere).36 

32 Christopher Gore to Rufus King, November 25, 1804; Gore to King, June 9, 1808. Rufus Kin2 Papers. New York 
Historical Society, copies at The Gore Place Society, Waltham, Mass. 

33 
Roberts, Directory. p. 69. 

34 Illlil, p, 73. 

35 
Beecher and Stowe, The American Woman's Home, p. 322. 

36 Curators at Gore Place have refurnished one of the servants' rooms in the West Gable according to their 
understanding of how furnishings were arranged in the nineteenth century. 
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The Beechers pointed out that if employers treated their servants with more respect, then women from 
more upstanding backgrounds would enter into service. Indeed, the complaints of many servants 
highlight how the lack of respect exhibited by their employers led them to leave service. In Lucy 
Maynard Salmon's 1901 survey of domestics, she asked them to name the main reason why more 
women do not enter service. The overwhelming response was "pride, social condition, and 
unwillingness to be called servants."" Domestics also often had to work evenings and Sundays, with 
very little time they could call their own. Nearly all domestics worked at least ten hours per day in the 
nineteenth century, and many worked twelve to fifteen hours per day. Servants complained about 
being constantly at the beck and call of the mistress. For example, one woman describing the life of a 
live-in explained, "When you live in, you must do everything but chew [your employer's] food. Do 
this, do that, run here, run there, and when you get through—do this!"̂ * 

Women especially experienced great isolation, both from their families and from their peers. Many of 
the women entering domestic service before 1840 were native-born Americans whose families had 
fallen on hard times. Their daughters would be sent out to service to earn added income for the family, 
and also to relieve the family of the expense of their care. The majority of women in service were 
unmarried, as most employers assumed domestics would leave service upon marriage. Many domestics 
complained about the isolation they experienced, as many employers frowned on too much social 
interaction among servants.As a result, women often left service when other job opportunities arose. 

Wages for female domestics were much lower than in other trades. By the 1850s, in North Eastern 
cities, women received room and board, plus about three dollars per week. Male domestics, especially 
butlers, made more money than women, and often were able to save enough to leave service and 
purchase their own home. During this period, a butler made approximately $6.50 per week, and had 
much more freedom during their free time than did females.''" Robert Roberts owned a house in the 
Old West Side of Boston on Second Street from 1816 to 1860, the year of his death. He married Ellen 
Rosina, had five children (four sons and one daughter), and bought another home at 8 Napier Street in 
Boston, where his children grew up. He left the employ of the Gores shortly after Christopher Gore's 
death in 1827, and became an active member of the African American Meeting House of Beacon Hill, 
where he supported the Garrisonian Anti-slavery movement. He evidently purchased the houses next to 
his home, at 9 Napier Street, as an investment property. Upon his death in 1860, his estate was valued 
at $7,868.81, including approximately $4,500 for the two houses, $3,042 in personal wealth."" 

Turnover rates were high for female domestics as a result of the low wages and feelings of isolation 
and disrespect. Women often sought factory work over service once it became available because of the 
increased flexibility and control over time and wages. In Cohoes, New York in 1881, the local 

37 
Salmon, Domestic Service, p. 140. 
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Service, pp. 140-165. 
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The Beechers pointed out that if employers treated their servants with more respect, then women from 
more upstanding backgrounds would enter into service. Indeed, the complaints of many servants 
highlight how the lack of respect exhibited by their employers led them to leave service. In Lucy 
Maynard Salmon's 1901 survey of domestics, she asked them to name the main reason why more 
women do not enter service. The overwhelming response was "pride, social condition, and 
unwillingness to be called servants. "37 Domestics also often had to work evenings and Sundays, with 
very little time they could call their own. Nearly all domestics worked at least ten hours per day in the 
nineteenth century, and many worked twelve to fifteen hours per day. Servants complained about 
being constantly at the beck and call of the mistress. For example, one woman describing the life of a 
live-in explained, "When you live in, you must do everything but chew [your employer's] food. Do 
this, do that, run here, run there, and when you get tbrough--do this! "38 

Women especially experienced great isolation, both from their families and from their peers. Many of 
the women entering domestic service before 1840 were native-born Americans whose families had 
fallen on hard times. Their daughters would be sent out to service to earn added income for the family, 
and also to relieve the family of the expense of their care. The majority of women in service were 
unmarried, as most employers assumed domestics would leave service upon marriage. Many domestics 
complained about the isolation they experienced, as many employers frowned on too much social 
interaction among servants.39 As a result, women often left service when other job opportunities arose. 

Wages for female domestics were much lower than in other trades. By the 1850s, in North Eastern 
cities, women received room and board, plus about three dollars per week. Male domestics, especially 
butlers, made more money than women, and often were able to save enough to leave service and 
purchase their own home. During this period, a butler made approximately $6.50 per week, and had 
much more freedom during their free time than did females.40 Robert Roberts owned a house in the 
Old West Side of Boston on Second Street from 1816 to 1860, the year of his death. He married Ellen 
Rosina, had five children (four sons and one daughter), and bought another home at 8 Napier Street in 
Boston, where his children grew up. He left the employ of the Gores shortly after Christopher Gore's 
death in 1827, and became an active member of the African American Meeting House of Beacon Hill, 
where he supported the Garrisonian Anti-slavery movement. He evidently purchased the houses next to 
his home, at 9 Napier Street, as an investment property. Upon his death in 1860, his estate was valued 
at $7,868.81, including approximately $4,500 for the two houses, $3,042 in personal wealth.41 

Turnover rates were high for female domestics as a result of the low wages and feelings of isolation 
and disrespect. Women often sought factory work over service once it became available because of the 
increased flexibility and control over time and wages. In Cohoes, New York in 1881, the local 
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newspaper declared it was "next to impossible" to obtain good servants because of the opening of the 
cotton mills. Women also left service for marriage, so the length of time a family could employ one 
servant was relatively limited. The post-1840 influx of Irish inunigrants enhanced the availability of 
domestics at a time when many native-born women were choosing other occupations. Many Irish 
families sent their daughters to America rather than their sons, knowing that there was demand for 
domestic labor. German immigrants also took jobs as domestics during this time."̂  The servant staff at 
Gore Place during the antebellum period reflects these changes. After the death of Mrs. Gore in 1833, 
the house was purchased by Boston Mayor Theodore Lyman, who then sold the estate to John S. 
Copley Greene in 1838. The servant staff in the Greene household, according to the 1850 census, 
included six live-in servants: a coachman bom in Maine, a male servant born in Ireland, two female 
servants born in Germany, one in Ireland, and another in Nova Scotia. Employers began complaining 
about the habits of the immigrant domestics, and the stereotype of the "Irish" biddy became pervasive 
in popular literature.''̂  

Efforts to challenge the difficult living and working conditions often associated with domestic service 
took a variety of forms. As early as 1827, a group of Boston women formed the Society for the ' 
Mutual Benefit of Female Domestics and Their Employers. The purpose of the society was to establish 
guidelines for the proper relationship between mistresses and servants. "It is an undoubted fact," the 
preamble states, "that the situation of female domestics in this city, especially when they are strangers, 
is attended with great difficulties and dangers-their employers also are often subjected to perplexity 
and disappointment." In order to overcome this situation, the Society would become "the protectors of 
the iimocent and friendless, and the encourager of virtue and industry." Members contributed a dollar 
per year, and in return had the opportunity to obtain a domestic registered with the Society who had 
produced "satisfactory evidence of good character, and of their respective qualifications." Domestics, 
in turn, received funds of between five and ten dollars per year of satisfactory service (after two years) 
deposited into a savings account. Domestics received this money, which could rise to as much as fifty 
dollars, upon leaving their employ (though not before ten years of service, except in cases of marriage 
or misfortune).''̂  While this service functioned primarily as a hiring agency, it did provide some 
guidelines for the responsibilities employers had toward their servants. 

Traditional craft unions paid little attention to domestic servants as workers worthy of organizing. This 
primarily was a result of the fact that most domestics were women, and their work was considered 
"unskilled" labor by the organizers of the craft-based American Federation of Labor. The nature of the 
work also made it difficult to organize servants, since there was no common workplace where all 
workers came together. As a result, domestics protested their working conditions either by leaving one 
employer for another, or by leaving service altogether and seeking work elsewhere. There were some 
working women's protective unions formed in the late nineteenth century to help women find work and 
to provide free legal service for working women. These organizations, though, run mostly by middle-
class reformers, focused on women working in factories and had little success aiding domestic 
servants. 
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newspaper declared it was "next to impossible" to obtain good servants because of the opening of the 
cotton mills. Women also left service for marriage, so the length of time a family could employ one 
servant was relatively limited. The post-1840 influx of Irish immigrants enhanced the availability of 
domestics at a time when many native-born women were choosing other occupations. Many Irish 
families sent their daughters to America rather than their sons, knowing that there was demand for 
domestic labor. German immigrants also took jobs as domestics during this time . 42 The servant staff at 
Gore Place during the antebellum period reflects these changes. After the death of Mrs. Gore in 1833, 
the house was purchased by Boston Mayor Theodore Lyman, who then sold the estate to John S. 
Copley Greene in 1838. The servant staff in the Greene household, according to the 1850 census, 
included six live-in servants: a coachman born in Maine, a male servant born in Ireland, two female 
servants born in Germany, one in Ireland, and another in Nova Scotia. Employers began complaining 
about the habits of the immigrant domestics, and the stereotype of the "Irish" biddy became pervasive 
in popular literature. 43 

Efforts to challenge the difficult living and working conditions often associated with domestic service 
took a variety of forms. As early as 1827, a group of Boston women formed the Society for the 
Mutual Benefit of Female Domestics and Their Employers. The purpose of the society was to establish 
guidelines for the proper relationship between mistresses and servants. "It is an undoubted fact," the 
preamble states, "that the situation of female domestics in this city, especially when they are strangers, 
is attended with great difficulties and dangers--their employers also are often subjected to perplexity 
and disappointment." In order to overcome this situation, the Society would become "the protectors of 
the innocent and friendless, and the encourager of virtue and industry. " Members contributed a dollar 
per year, and in return had the opportunity to obtain a domestic registered with the Society who had 
produced "satisfactory evidence of good character, and of their respective qualifications." Domestics, 
in turn, received funds of between five and ten dollars per year of satisfactory service (after two years) 
deposited into a savings account. Domestics received this money, which could rise to as much as fifty 
dollars, upon leaving their employ (though not before ten years of service, except in cases of marriage 
or misfortune).44 While this service functioned primarily as a hiring agency, it did provide some 
guidelines for the responsibilities employers had toward their servants. 

Traditional craft unions paid little attention to domestic servants as workers worthy of organizing. This 
primarily was a result of the fact that most domestics were women, and their work was considered 
"unskilled" labor by the organizers of the craft-based American Federation of Labor. The nature of the 
work also made it difficult to organize servants, since there was no common workplace where all 
workers came together. As a result, domestics protested their working conditions either by leaving one 
employer for another, or by leaving service altogether and seeking work elsewhere. There were some 
working women's protective unions formed in the late nineteenth century to help women find work and 
to provide free legal service for working women. These organizations, though, run mostly by middle
class reformers, focused on women working in factories and had little success aiding domestic 
servants. 45 
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By the postbellum period, the number of domestic servants rose dramatically, primarily as a result of 
Emancipation. From 1870 to 1910, the number of female domestic servants rose from 960,000 to 
1,830,000. Between 1910 and 1920, this number declined to 1,400,000. After 1900, the number of 
native-born white women entering service declined sharply, while the number of foreign-born and 
African-American women in service rose. The Irish still made up the largest segment of foreign-born 
servants in 1900, with forty-one percent being Irish. In the South after 1900, the number of servants in 
households declined, as it did in the North. Yet the ratio of servants to households was more than forty 
percent higher in the South, a result of the large percentage of African-American women entering 
service jobs there. In 1890, thirty percent of all domestic workers nationwide were black women, and 
forty percent of all black women who were employed were either domestics or laundresses. The 
number of African-American servants would continue to rise throughout the twentieth century.''* 

By the mrn of the cenmry, many institutions of higher education had launched efforts to professionalize 
domestic labor. Large research institutions like the University of Chicago instituted departments of 
Domestic Science which trained women about proper standards of cleanliness, nutrition, household 
economy, and public health. These departments injected scientific language and problem-solving 
models to many of the issues formerly addressed by etiquette books. While most of these university 
programs were geared towards middle-class female students, there also were programs aimed at 
domestic servants. The most famous was the Naimie Helen Burroughs National Training School for 
Women and Girls (NHL 1991). Burroughs was an African-American educator and religious leader. 
She founded the training school in 1909 in Washington, D.C. to provide practical skills for Black 
women. The school offered academic instruction in liberal arts, religion, and training in domestic arts 
and vocations, and was the first school to offer all of these opportunities within a single institution. The 
school was supported by reformers and political leaders such as Mary McLeod Bethune, Oscar De 
Priest, and Herbert Hoover. By the 1920s, the school was training women not only in domestic science 
but also in occupations such as shoe repair and dry cleaning.'" 

Changes in the characteristics of domestic workers also brought changes in the nature of the work. By 
1920, domestic service moved from being primarily a live-in occupation to mostly live-out work. This 
was due in part to African American women replacing immigrant and native-born white women in 
service jobs. African-American women were more likely to be married and have families of their own 
while they were employed as domestics. As a result, they were employed as "dayworkers," often 
going to employers' homes every day of the week, and returning home in the evening. Others took 
work home with them, such as laundry or mending, and their employers paid them by the piece. This 
pattern continued through World War II , after which service figures declined. Most families who 
employed domestics during the post-war era had workers come in one or two days a week, or hired 
them for particular tasks, such as laundering or helping with child care. Often these women were 
African-American, but in recent decades new immigrants, especially Mexicans, Central Americans, 
and Asians, have taken over service jobs and even taken live-in positions for the growing number of 
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By the postbellum period, the number of domestic servants rose dramatically, primarily as a result of 
Emancipation. From 1870 to 1910, the number of female domestic servants rose from 960,000 to 
1,830,000. Between 1910 and 1920, this number declined to 1,400,000. After 1900, the number of 
native-born white women entering service declined sharply, while the number of foreign-born and 
African-American women in service rose. The Irish still made up the largest segment of foreign-born 
servants in 1900, with forty-one percent being Irish. In the South after 1900, the number of servants in 
households declined, as it did in the North. Yet the ratio of servants to households was more than forty 
percent higher in the South, a result of the large percentage of African-American women entering 
service jobs there. In 1890, thirty percent of all domestic workers nationwide were black women, and 
forty percent of all black women who were employed were either domestics or laundresses. The 
number of African-American servants would continue to rise throughout the twentieth century.46 

By the turn of the century, many institutions of higher education had launched efforts to professionalize 
domestic labor. Large research institutions like the University of Chicago instituted departments of 
Domestic Science which trained women about proper standards of cleanliness, nutrition, household 
economy, and public health. These departments injected scientific language and problem-solving 
models to many of the issues formerly addressed by etiquette books. While most of these university 
programs were geared towards middle-class female students, there also were programs aimed at 
domestic servants. The most famous was the Nannie Helen Burroughs National Training School for 
Women and Girls (NHL 1991). Burroughs was an African-American educator and religious leader. 
She founded the training school in 1909 in Washington, D.C. to provide practical skills for Black 
women. The school offered academic instruction in liberal arts, religion, and training in domestic arts 
and vocations, and was the first school to offer all of these opportunities within a single institution. The 
school was supported by reformers and political leaders such as Mary McLeod Bethune, Oscar De 
Priest, and Herbert Hoover. By the 1920s, the school was training women not only in domestic science 
but also in occupations such as shoe repair and dry cleaning.47 

Changes in the characteristics of domestic workers also brought changes in the nature of the work. By 
1920, domestic service moved from being primarily a live-in occupation to mostly live-out work. This 
was due in part to African American women replacing immigrant and native-born white women in 
service jobs. African-American women were more likely to be married and have families of their own 
while they were employed as domestics. As a result, they were employed as "dayworkers," often 
going to employers' homes every day of the week, and returning home in the evening. Others took 
work home with them, such as laundry or mending, and their employers paid them by the piece. This 
pattern continued through World War II, after which service figures declined. Most families who 
employed domestics during the post-war era had workers come in one or two days a week, or hired 
them for particular tasks, such as laundering or helping with child care. Often these women were 
African-American, but in recent decades new immigrants, especially Mexicans, Central Americans, 
and Asians, have taken over service jobs and even taken live-in positions for the growing number of 
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dual-career middle-class households with children. Domestic service, then, has been a pervasive 
feature of American labor history, and continues to reflect changes in American culture, demographics, 
and the economy. ''* 

i 

Clark-Lewis, Living In. Living Out. Chapters 1 and 2; Cowan, "Household Labor," pp. 36-38; Katzman. Seven Davs 
a Week, p. 87. 
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dual-career middle-class households with children. Domestic service, then, has been a pervasive 
feature of American labor history, and continues to reflect changes in American culture, demographics, 
and the economy. 48 
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Waltham, Massachusetts 
Front facade 
Ph : Robin F. Bachin, 1995 
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GORE PLACE 
Waltham, Massachusetts 
West hyphen of mansion 
Photo: Robin F. Bach in, 1995 
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Waltham. Massachusetts 
Carriage house 
Photo: Robin F. Bachin, 1995 
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Waltham, Massachusetts 
First floor parlor 
Photo: Robin F. Bachin, 1995 
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GORE PLACE 
Waltham, Massachusetts 
Servant's quarters, top floor 
Photo: Robin F. Bachin, 1995 
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GORE PLACE 
Waltham, Massachusetts 
Servant's kitchen and stairs, first 
floor 
Photo: Robin F. Bachin, 1995 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

4 December 2013 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Re: Gore Place, Waltham and Watertown. NRJS 70000542 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

RECEIVED 2280 

E ;;on \ , 
NAT. REGISTER Of HIS~0fi,l, i'L~1~l,1 

NATIONAL PARK SEHVICE 

It has recently been brought to our attention that Gore Place (NR and NHL 12/30/ l 970 and NHL 
2/18/1997) is included in the National Register Information System (NRIS) only under Waltham, 
due to an error in the cover pages of the National Register and NHL nominations. The boundary 
description, without mentioning the municipal names, does accurately describe the property limits 
in Waltham and Watertown. 

I am enclosing a "Plan of Land in Waltham and Watertown" showing the property described in 
the boundary descriptions which should be added to the nomination file. 

We would be grateful if you would change the references in the NRIS to show both Waltham and 
Watertown in the NRJS. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

!~ f~ 
Betsy Friedberg ~ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosures 

cc : David Russo, Watertown Historical Commission 
L. Alexander Green, Waltham Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax : (617) 727-5128 

www.sec.state.ma . us/mhc 
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Name of Property 
Middlesex County, MA 

County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Plan of land in Waltham and Watertown 
[prepared by] Howland E. Barnes & Henry F. 
Beal, Civil Engineers. March 5, 1935. 
Southern Middlesex County Registry of 
Deeds. 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



I I. 

Memorandum for Mr. Chatelain 

Re; Gore Mansion, Waltham, Massachusetts 

[ J-
The Governor Gore Mansion was b u i l t i n 1804, Charles Bulfinch 

architect. In December of this year the banks foreclosed on the 

Waltham Country Club and the property of 100 acres was pratically 

sold for small house lots. Fortunately a group of men succeeded in 

raising $15,000 to save the property for the time being and formed 

the Gore Place Society for the one purpose. I t is doubtful whether or 

not the Society w i l l be able to hold the porperty for any length of 

time or complete i t s restoration. 

The exterior of the house is in excellent condition, ^ t is one 

of the few Georgian houses i n New England b u i l t on such a magnificent 

scale. The mantel-pieces and panelling are exquisitely carved. The 

interior is not furnished. 

Photographs of Gore Place are attached, also a photogtatlc copy of 

the expense account for building the mansion written by G overnor Gore. 

Governor Gore «. 

Insert) ' • ? 

... I I 

Memorandum tor Mr. Chatelain 

Re: Gore 14ens1on1 Wolthem1 14assocbusetts c/) 
The Governor Gore Mansion was built in 1804, Charles Bulfinch 

architect. In December of this year the banks foreclosed on the 

Waltham Country Club and the property of 100 acres was pratically 

sold for small house lots. Fortunately a group of men succeeded in 

raising tl5,000 to save the property for the time being and formed 

the Gore Place Society tor the one purpose. It is doubtful whether or 

not the Society will be able to hold the p~operty for any aength ot 

time or complete its restoration. 

The exterior or the house iB in excellent condition. It is one 

ot the few Georgian houses in New England built on such a magnificent 

scale. The mantel-pieces and panelling are exquisitely carved. The 

interior is not furnished. 

Photographs ot Gore Place are attached, also a photo~tatic copy ot 

the expense account tor building the mansion written by Governor Gore. 

Governor Gore 

Insert) 
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~ P~c - .C c.u..:t:q-
• The Governor Gore Mansion, 111 er:.cupicd 
h, U JI' ld11u1 €ew111~1, Clue, was built in 1802 
by Christophe..- Gore, who was afterwards Gov• 

•~rnor of Mu,achu,eti.. All of the brick and much 
of the other material were brought in a sailing 
veuel ITom Ena-land. 
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"rhe Go·~ernor Gore Mansion. "e 11u .. ,i11d 
b.rthe \Yahlmm Esuat:,, Cl .. &, was built in 1802 
by Christopher Gore. who was afterwards Gov
ernor of Massachusetts. All of the brick and much 
of the other material were brought in a sailing 
vessel from England. 
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iŷ %»K*c f { ' ^ 

ml 
S1>' 

"US'. 

I 

! G.\ 
l t6 _ l 
I 
I ,, 

13. 

1IJ. 

j ·-

w1--



no 
e. 

. -
i 

• i 
JIM ' \ 

«i 

J 

i 
; 

i)* ./UcU Jcr^*i J^^e^ ^ ^/f, 

4H0*ltii.iiiitx -

^ &5 „ U . f r U ^ ^̂ A*tfî ^ ^'^i •// 34.4" ^ 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

WASHINGTON 

;-3 May 13, 19J5. 

The maintiion In Walthais, Massachuaettv's, b u i l t by ChrlstephfT Gore 

about 1305> i3 eltitsted on the bcmriary lixie bet-v-.̂ pn 'tstertown 'nd 

iValtham, The propftrl^r, or ig inal ly aonsiatlnir of » 40 aure tract , Is 

bounded on the north by Main Street, on the JOijth by Crove, f«id on 

the w©3t by Crore i.<treet.l The ' l o t w.-s or iginal ly o.vned by Grtaual 

Garfield i n 173^, and parsed through mm'/ hands before Gofe, the 

la.¥ysr, st&tearn.in and yjolit lcian acquired i t» 

Oiiristophor Gore ?<aa born In 175c in Hoatan, »her;=> he re"lded rix-

c lus ivel / u n t i l 1791. In th-vb y?.<-jr h« bo^in th-^ 3tu.toni if" 3:.f»ndiln;' la 

a'4ffinru>r»' i n :',altha!a. ;'!uil«i In /.n Injtid oa -il'-ilonati'J rii.-"-dor, 1796~1804, 

the hose s/ Ich he had been using as e ijumaer residenoa tn^ burned .•••'nd Vie 

present atxnsion bu i l t In i t s -lace, on the Tnoiel of an JSn ĵllish hone. 

Returning In 1804, Gore 'm.3 alv:;ot8d C-orornor of :'ae-sachu----€t f.n It09 wd 

aspvad 68 a. B, Senator 1813-1^1^?.'" :-Q waz a benefactor of Harvard 

Oolle^e* and R fr iend rjtid --ild to Danial '/abator. 

After Gore's death the oat--to fffiisj aold to Thoodore lynf^r, who in 

turn sold It -to Joiuj Singleton Cr&ano Copley, 

1. Arrsstr^ng, Geo. H., "Glira-ises of Loiser I'aln Street", PMMlc^tijn of 
Walthan Ki3toric&l Soolet-y ( I , I'ilO) Alisc ~̂ 'A - in -obirscn, C, 
and i'ihealer, R,, Grfĉ *t L i t l ie fi^t'iii^U^rm ("('.nt-vrtosn H-'stvricsl •.'•ociiity, 
I ' , ' 30) A irssndix. 

2. Amairong, loc. o i t . . £5« 

• 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1935• 

The tn~n .. 1ion in 'i'/6.l tha.r:i, H~ssaahusett s , bu:I.1 t by Chri!3 tophtir Gore 

about 1805, i s ~ituated on t ho bo,mdo.ry line bet ,'f,;;<>n .',&.tertown •nd 
.., 

ifal tham. The :)roperty , origins.Hy consiot t nL; uf u. 40 acr e t r act,, 1.e 

bounded on the north by A~o.i n Straet, on the :1011th by Crove, r1.nd en 

the w~st by Gore Street.l Tho ·,l ot ;v::- s o riginally owned i-1";/ Ssnual 

Garfield in 1738 , and pa.;,eed t h rough m6ny handa before Gor•e , t he 

lawyer , at e.·tasm,ci.n and '.)oli t 1cian acqui r ed it. 

\Jhri" tophor Gore m ,B born in 1758 !.n rioa~on, wher~ he r esided HX-

the homo w' .lc!'.1 he h ad been u sing ao e. ,rummer res±denoe ·nrte burtn ed :,,'nd the 

r,resant mun::ii on buil t i n i t s ')l ace, on the model of a n Enf;lish hor.ie . 

Retuming in 1804, Gor e w11s alt~otad Go•mrnor vf >::.is:➔f.\Cht\•;.:.et.r.-t, tn :!,t:'09 <\nd 

serVi'!d c., J . H. Senat or 181J-Wl 6. 2 ~: c w•J.Z c. benef Et.c ·cor of Be..r var d 

turn sold 1 t to John Singleton Gr eeno t:o;:>ley. 

1. .Amstr-Jng, Oeo. H., "0.:.impees of Lo.1er !'ui.n Str : e t 11 , Pul,11.c utL;J'! 21. 
l"'ii!il.tham Hi :1torical Soci~_tt (I, J 910) 9,3 . /U:.30 ~,v, i n :.obineon, G. F., 
and tJheeler, 1. R., ~ Litl..le 7bt 11rbHm (1'i.'.\tu rtor:n lH stori oeJ. .:ocl,;t,y, 
19 JO) A ,pend.ix. 



% 

?hotogra:hs of \h€> Gore hcure r-r-' renroducsed in J. A, J.'elson, 

Wblthiaa ^:.i.jt aid Fp'r -̂ĵ nt (CnrrTldffe, 1379); In Robinson ."md ?{h eler, 

op. c l t . , 48J -'ii-jd Lx Proc<?odln-'::̂  Q-*' I'nB 'Jna Hundred F i f t i e t h Anniyeraayy 

Golebratlon« i ^ i l t h , ^ , 'J,%?>i-:,t I'v^J*.. 27, A deer purV ?*H;? dovelo led \mt 

no ia t^ l lod daacrlptlan -jf tht ho-jae eould be found in ihs short t'-;e 

available. As?. avtstiDn ae:«ti!t>r ir<.s held on the ground si in 1911, a 

fac t Indloiitii'.-, --. l.'.r--e n-̂ '-.o*? cf c;le£»r land, 

Siibraitted by: 

J . Waltar Golemsn 
Hlatorlcal Division 

Branch o'' v.&seacct and >;.ducatloii. 

• 2. 

Phot.ogra-;.hs t,f 1.-h.:i Gore houre c.r .:- r eproduced i n c. A. ?lel son , 

Subrnitted by: 

J . ~alter ~ol emsn 
Hl ~torieal Divisi on 

Bra.~ch o~ seeear~~ nnu _uuc~tiu~. 



Page Four Saturday, June fl, 1935 

Mobilizing to Preserve Waltham's.Gore Estate 
Fine Old Mansion and Spacious Grounds Have 

Been Through Many Troubles — a New 

Association Would Now Save I t 

•by H*rv»: 

The 

School o l ArchUcclurp anil ih« Sai;iely tor Uie PrMM-vkll im at N r w B D C U I H I Ant lq i i l t l* 

" B i i l B n c h Cnrve*^ o n t he S o u t h Side o f the M a n s i o n 

By Bradford Williams 

A XOTHER Blately old New Eng:-
/ \ land manaion. Waltham'e 

beautiful and hieiorlcal Gov-
ernor Gore place, a buUding 

Sr the style of Bulfinch, Is threatened 
wi ih destruction. Few who know 
the architectural treasures of metro
politan Boston have /^ 'ed lu visit 
i t . and even many of i r f l l e who rush 
along the main road between Water-
town ajid WaJtham slacken speed to 
catch a g]\mttse of lis warm brick 
through ttae trees. 

Those who are familiar wi ih its 
recent hifitor>- look back thirty years 
to the days of Its prime in 1904 when 
Mary Sophia Walker left tier estate 
lo the Protestant Episcopal Church 
for the use of the Diocese of Massa
chusetts. 

At the time oC Miss Walker's be
quest, precisely one hundred yearn 
had bf^en devoted to the perfecting oC 
the property. I n 3804 Christopher 
Gore returned f rom England after 
eight years of service as a member 
of the reparations commission ap
pointed under Jay's treaty to deter
mine the amount of damages due 
American citizens from me British 
government. He found here the 
charred ruins of his wooden house, 
burned five yeers l>efore. but he 
brought wi th him — ao tradition 
states — plans for a splendid new 
mansion, and on the site of the old 
building there grew the present 
structure with its extended wings 
and elaborate plan. 

Amenities of the RepobUc 
For twenty years this wns the 

country-seat, of a dJsUnguished pub
lic seirvant, one who represented his 
neighbors^ lr> the Maasochuselts Gen
eral Court, then his fellow-citizens as 
Governor of the Commonwealth in 
UQ9 and 1810, and finally his 8Ute 
as a senator in Congress. But i t is 
his private life as a landed gentle
man of the Early Republic that inter
ests us chiefly. 

Here, only eight miles from Bos
ton, he found enjoyment in develop
ing those rural amenities of country 
living with which he bad t>ecome so 
familiar during his years in Eng
land. 

Broad grauy slopes were made 
to sweep up to the very windows 
of his house; trees of many varieties 
•were planted to enhance the setting, 
to frame the broad sweeping pros
pects, and to shade the Innumerable 
winding walks and drives that were 
essential to the fashion oi; the times; 
and fallow deer were allowed to 
roam through the park. The whole 
environment was that of a cultured 
gentleman, a student of the classics, 
for twelve years president of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 
and for eight yeers a Fellow and 
five years an Overseer of Harvard 
College. 

For a Cathedral 
Soon after the death of Gowmor 

Core In 1827, the property passed 
into the hands of Theodore L.yman. 
Jr., who sold it In 1838 to J, S. C. 
Greene. 

I t was during this period that the 
gardens were developed and the 
estate brought to a perfection which 
Inspired one poor young man who 
passed it daily on his way to work 
to vow that, i t ho ever were pos
sessed of means, he would buy I t . In 
1858 Thet^hilus W. Walker attained 
his wish, and It was by the wi l l of 
his niece, nearly fifty years later, that 
tlie property passed to the Church. 

One of ihe Fine Old Doorways, f r o m the Inside 

The Complete-Spiral Staircase, One of ihe Treasures 

Miss Walker's bequest came as a I her land in Watertown and Wal-
surprise even to her friends. Her first tham. She visualized, in Boston per-
wish, it seemed, was that a fine haps, a building with the lowers and 
cathedral church should be built and mass of a L/incoln on its bill above 
maintained either In Boston or upon I the town; and in a rural setting as 

seen across the meadows of the 
Charles valley in WuJtham. possibly 
the graceful form and solitary- spire 
of a Salisbury. To this end she 
stipulated that her estate, amount
ing approximately lo one million dol
lars, should be used. But she did 
not forget her mansion and its 
grounds, for she expressed the w i s h -
though BO stated as not to be legally 
binding—tiiat the building might tie 
used as a bishop's residence, church 
school, or for some other church 
purpose that might aasure its con
tinued existence. 

She further stipulated that If the 
Church did not accept her g i f t "for 
the purpose of building, establish
ing and maintaining a Cathedral or 
Blahop's Church," then the mansion 
and grounds should pass to The 
Trustees of Public Reservations. 

To Ihe Waltham Country Clab 
The Church decided to accept 

the l>equest and, not finding either 
mansion or groimds adaptable to 
church use In accordance with Miss 
Walker's wish, sold the property in 
1908 subject to a large mortgage. 
Misfortunes then Itegan, for the 
mansion paased into the temporary 

ing down a small sum lived on the 
property while he cut age-old treee 
and !K>ld them for tlmtwr, and dis
posed of other valuable possemlons 
before disappearing w i t h the pro
ceeds. The place finally was resold, 

inio t l i r hand-
of tlie WaJtham Country Club. " 

But country clubs have had their 
trials in recent years, and w hen this 
one recently fe l l obliged to suspend 
operations, the mortgagee, Waltham 
Savings Bank, toiok over the prop
erty. A i now determined by the 
amount of the mortgage and other 
stuns due, the property Is held at a 
valuation of $75,000—a very fa i r 
value, Indeed, when compared with 
the assessed valuation of $125,000 for 
tax putt>o8es. 

l^eamlng of danger threatening 
the Gore Place a group of people 
started last February to interest 
various individuals and organizations 
to Its preservation. The Massachu
setts Society of the Colonial Damee 
of America beoame Interested, and 
negotiations wi th the bank were car
ried on by an unofFicIal representa
tive of tbe Society for the Preserx'a-
tlon of New England AntlQulties and 
the Colonial Dames. Inquiry wae 

yiata of the Extensive Gronnde and, Across Grove Street, the Core Mansion 
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The Who, What and Why of the Boston "Ancients" 
People Sec Them Parade Each Year, and Hear 

AbonI Them Often But There Are Many 

Confused Ideas Ahout Them 

By Gwendoline Keene 

THIR week, w) In the same 
week each year, "t h e 
Ancients" paraded. I n its 
noon-hour Boston stopped to 

watch, and In every group on the 
curb there was one at least who 
asked "What are they, anyway?" 

The t ruth Is that the AndenLs. 
members of the oldest chartered 
military eompany In the country, 
whose early members fought and 
bled In the wars which founded this 
country, now parade becauee they 
like to pande, wear uniforms be
cause they like to drees up, and dri l l 
eight time* a year—Ihoae who want 
to. A Hit ler or a Muasollnl. given 
the Ancient* to mold Into a war nw-
chtne, would be t>atr)wd, perhaps 
ticked. 

Tbe Ancients c t t t^vether because 
they tike each other and enjoy being 
toeether. They have the highest re
spect for ib« military profeuion and 
the defense of one's country, but 
*hen H comes to the goose-step they 
are unulteraMy amateut«. and as far 
aa foreign natkins are concerned, their 
attitude Is nothing but good-will. I n 
fact their best times are *hen tbeir 
annual fa i l trips away from Boston 
take them to a foreign land. Canada 
and Bermuda they dote cn, and back 
in 189<, when relations between this 
country and England were a little 
strained. It was a visit of the 
Ancients to their old friends, the 

whose home was on the comer of 
State and Washington streets. He 
had been a member of the Honour
able Artil lery Company of London, 
founded in lfi87, and It was his idea 
that a similac company should be 
formed here which would be a 
"School tor Officers and a Nursery 
for SoUlIers." On his death he left 
to the town the land at the head of 
State street - (where the old State 
Bouse now stands) and money to 
build a TVnm House tttere Milch 
should ba%'e a room for "an Armory-
and for SoMiers to meet." Tba com
pany occupied this room for naarty a 
hundred yearn. Bwving In 1746 to 
Faaeuil Hall , where f t stUl Is. 

Only QualiOcatloa Is atisenshlp 
During ColtmlaJ days tbe company 

was the chief t rslning school for 
soldiers in this part of the country. 
In IMS i t Joined forces with Myles 
Standish agxUnst the Indians, and Its 
members fought in King Philip's 
War and in the French and Indian 
wars and of course were In the tore, 
front of the rebels ai the Boston Tea 
Party and other pre-Revolutlonary 
events. Da was. Paut Revov's col
league, was a clerk o( the company. 

"Doday. with warfare a grim and 
murderous business sliout tbe need 
of which many people are beginning 
to be skeptical, the friendly Ancients ritualistic obligations nor prerequi 
have Uttlo appeal for hot heads.' sites. ThU orsanta^tlon is non-sec 

Every June the Tomb of Robert Keuync Is Decorated Before the Parade 

to be a citiscn of the United 
Says a leaflet got out a 
ao a f o vihen niemt>ershlp 

was belnf solicited: "there are no 

ship i 
Htaxes. 

pany Is the essence of democracy 
and here you wi l l find abundant 
comradeship and friendship." Does 
are twenty-five dollars to Join and 
f i f t y dollar* a year, payable in two 
assessments of twenty-fve dollsrs 
each, the autumn assessment appl 
cable to the expenses of tlie annual 
autumn tr ip for those vfho go on tt. 

"Applicants must l>e vouched tor 
tjy three or four members." says Mr. 
Rbackford, "and then we pass on 
them. We want men whom we could 
bring into our own homes and IntrC' 
duc« to our families. Sometimes 
when we look a man up we find his 
rwutat iun Isn't suet) as to make ui 
want to take him, but that seldom 
happens )>ecauHe of course our mem-
bers have A certain pride In main' 
talnlni; the standards." 

.'%ws}' From Home in Octul>er 
Ancients with 
famUlar is tbe 
t _ Monday In 
i t its found-

trade there Is 
of otnoers by casting 
drumhead on the Coni

ne 

Visitors (These f r o m Rhode Island) ^dd Color Each Year 

Honourable Artillery Compar 
London, f r o n whom the AnelenU 
sprung, which dM much to heal the 
t»reach. 

Chartered In ICSfl 
. A l l this was discovered from the 
Ancients' quartermaster. Lieutenant 
Ooorge A. Shackford, o i Sharon, 
custodian of tbeir "armory" in the 
top floor of Faneall Hall, to whom 
the press was referred for informa. 
tioa by Captain Justin Duncan, the 
company's new head. Mr. Sbackford 
Is a deUghtfuL white-haired gentle-
mmn who has t>een In the Ancients 
for tblrty-flve years, has been qi 
tennaster tor eighteen and has held 
his present post fOE- " . i couple of 
years." Ho sits at his desk li 
splendid old boil, spick and span as to 
shining floor and white woodwork, 
and adorned with Qags. old military 
pictures and reUos of this country's 
wars, and explain^- things to viultors 
who rAOge In number from nunc to 
f i f ty . "It 's interesting work," be 
says; " t meet tots of Interesting 
people froth al l parts of the coun
try ," and he adds that the command
ing officer assigned him the position 
"because he said I vvas the only one 
In the company that iUways has a 
smile on his face. Well, 1 always say 
It's easier to smile than look glum, 
any day." 

Tbe Ancients pln>'ed a v l u i part 
In the life of Lhf city and (he co1un\ 
In colonial days and after, but tod.\v 
with fellowship and the pleasant 
task of keeping alive old tradition.*) 
Its chief function, memt>ershtp 
doesn't mean quite so much—in fact 
the roster is only now beginning to 
All up, after a decline during recent 
rears. 

The Ancients were founded In 
1»S7—though not chartered until the 

The Gore Estate 
Continued from Fspr Fomr 

made of the Trustees of Public Res
ervations as to their wlltfngness lo 
co-operate. 

At this time tbe bank received a 
cash offer of IT&.OOfl for the entire 
property from a land development 
company who planned to raze the 
mansion and cut the grounds Into 
streets and house lots. NeROtiaUons 
tvere at once undertaken with the 
bank who, although anxJoua to se
cure the amount of thoir invefrtment 
in the property, f>roved to bo most 
sympathetic to tho Idea of tts pres
ervation and agreed to withhold ac-
tton until June 14. 

A Joint meeting 8f the governing 
boards of the Masaacbueetts Society 
of Colonial Dames, the Trustees of 
Public Reservations and the Society 
for the Preservation of New England 
Antiqtilties wajs held at the Harri
son Gray Otis House May 13, and 

hearing a report on the investi
gation of the project and the pro
posed sources of incoino for main
taining the property if secured, i t 
waJi decided that a nt-w "Gore Place 
Society" should be formed for the 
purpose of acquiring and holding 
the mansion and grounds, and 
pledgee alreadi^ made for a portion 
of the needed sum were announced. 
Upon being informed of this plan. 

jtgUowing ^ear—by Robert Keaj-ne, the bank generously agreed lo co-

Most of the members are post the 
ase for mOttai*y service, and only 
perhaps a sixth to a half have ever 
taken part even In the National 
Guard. 'Some of them." says Mr. 
Shackford, "never saw a gun until 
they Joined the company." 

Membership is limited to SOiO, and 
today there are snnething over SOO. 
Back in 1930 there was a waiting 
list, but like everything else tbe com
pany was hard hit Jn recent years. 
The sole qualificattoa for memtier-
tarlsn and non-poUtlcal. Tht com 

The acti ' 
which Bunt 
Aeld day 
Jtnse, the : 
ing, when 
the eI«<otio 
faaJlots on 
man. and a church servk^e and l>an-
quet attended by the mayor, gover
nor and other notables. Other cities, 
however, sea the Ancients In tbe 
Call. Their trips are generally of 
abouf five days, and they parade 
aa^y f rom Boston the first Monday 
in Octot>er. Besides Ottawa and Ber
muda, they have t>ecn to Havana, 
and two years ago they went to 
Washington, wbere t hey placed 
wreaths oa the tomb ef the Hn-
known Soldier and at Washington's 
tomb, which was s^eciaUy oi>ened 
for them so that they could place 
the wreath Inside It. Alwut 304 mem
bers generally go on these trips. "Of 
course we invite all the notables and 
high oflloers to our banquets when 
wc take our trips." says Mr. Shack-

operate further by -withbc^diag ac
tion on any offer for the property 
until June 19. By that date the sum 
of SIS.OM must have been raised by 
the participating societies i f tbe 
property is to be preserved. 

Wi l l Continue as a Golf Coarse 
William Sumner Appleton, secre

tary of the S. P. N . E. A.. In the 
Society's appeal itow being Issued 
refers to the mansion as 't>ne of the 
most stalely and fanpreasive in all 
New England," and sav.s. "Its loss 
would be a calamity, not merely of 
tooni or New Englaad proportions, 
but truly on a natjonal scale. . . . 
The architectural de&il in sevei-ely 
simple wi th fire exception of the 
mantelpieces, many of which are 
quite elaborate. The tplraT stalrca&e 
has boon pronounced one of the best 
specimens of its type anywhere in 
Ihe comitry. Some of the old wall-
pspers still survive, and others are 
t>cHeved to be intact under later 
papers." 

Of particular interest to The Trus-

ts of Public Resenratlona and to 
friends of twautlful and historical 

places ore the eighty-odd acres of 
grounds. So large an acreage would 
nominlly be a deterrent to a scheme 
for the perservation of a house, but 
In this case i t {movides a solution 
for a large part of tbe problem be
cause its use as a golf course wOl 
furnish an income to help maintain 
the mansion and grounds temporarily, 

While the present use of the 
grounds has necessitated some 
changes in the landscape treatment 
during the last few years, time and 
care csn be used to bring about their 
restoration to conditions approach
ing those existing during tbe owner
ship of Governor Gore. As a great 
public open space for the enjoyment 
of generatlonit to come, these open 
grass lands with their tree enframe-
ment In a <'loseJy settled community 
have very great value; but aa a 
setting for the mansion, and in 
their v t ry di?>algn constituting a 
work of art whicli t-xempUC«s the 
style of landscape treatment pre
scribed by Humphrey Repton and 
tbo English "landst^ape school" of 
tbe eighteenth century, they are 
themselves tUstorlc monuments 
worthy of preservation v i l h tbe 
twfit. If tlif- appeal is successful, as 
Its sponsor^ believe 11 wUl be, i t is 
tH>t too much lo hope thai the man
sion aivi grounds may In time be-
comt" tiie "Alount Vernon of the 
North." 

All friends of ^Mirly American tra
ditions and ways of livins- who 

utd like 111. ' and 
, and 

subscribe to tbe fund. 
Mr. Allan Forbes, to be treasurer 

of the new society, receives sufascrlp-
tlonn addressed to him at the State 
(Street Trust Compony. 

ford, "and we pay all the bUU. Our 
relations wi th Canada arc mo^t 
cordial. Three delegates from Can
ada were down this week to tuarch 
with us." Next fall's destination is 
not yet choaen. 

These trips, says Mr. Shackford 
are always "gander parties. They're 
military trips and we go as a mili
tary pany." Queried aijout the repu
tation the Ancleots used lo have for 
conviviality, he was somowhat d l i -
tressed. " I roally don't know how 
ibal idea got around," he said gently. 
" I think there's less of It wi th us 
than Jn many of the secret orgnnlic-
a lions. Of course some of our mem
bers forgot themselves once In a 
while but i t happens so seldom that 
we just let It pass—and they're al
ways sorry afterwards." 

On the high-light trips, the onee 
to London, the Ancients break 
down and permit tbeir wWes to go 
along. They've been to London in 
ISM, IftOI and 1412, f n d are planning 
a "wonderful t r ip" in 1937 when they 
wil l help the Honouralde Artillery-
celebrate tltt 400th anniversary-, to 
be returned In tf3ft, when tbe Lon
don company wi l l oome Over here 
to help Our 

The Ancients and the Honourable^ 
apparently are Just unlike enough 
to And a mutual delight in the dis
similarity. Our company Is received 
with open arms in London, by everj -
one from royalty down, and was the 
first military organisation to carr>' 
the American Hag Into Buckingham 
Palace. Largely through the friend-
ship of Colonel Pldn<'y Hedges, cap
tain of the Ancients in 1921, and the 
Earl of Denbigh, commander of thf-
Honourables. the British Govern, 
ment presented the town of Plym
outh. Mass., wi th two guns of May
flower days on the occasion of tbe 
Plymouth Tercentenary. Ti>e guB»* 
are mounted on BurteJ Hilt. 

Besides the field days there is gen
erally a reception at Faneuil Hall on 
New Year's Day and always a din
ner there on Washington's Birthday. 
The company goes to the governor's 
reception at the State House in the 
morning and then he comes down to 
be their guest at the noon meal. 
Meetings mostly lor business ore 
held ones In Apri l , four times In 
May. once in June, and four or Ave. 
:lmes In Sepleml>cr. Four drills are 
held at the ball in May and four in 
September, the attendar>oe being 
from sixty to a hundred, and in thv 
winter there are generally one or 
two smokers under the direction of 
the sergeants. 

Varied Vnlfurma 
Many people have an Idea ihe 

Ancients carry on the tiadltlons of 
their founders in their uniforms, but 
this isn't so. Itecause. for one rea-
on, the company uniform used lo 
•ary almost from year to ysai-. Prior 

to 1*18 there was no uniform color 
or style, the members prubahly using 
the regulation breast plate and steel 
hat. or coat find breeches of leather. 
I n 175* memliers were required to 
provide themselves with a blue coat 
and gold-laced hat, and from then on 

spatterdashes of white linen." 
cocked bats, clublted wigs, loops, 
cockades, white ruffled shIrtE and 
other Items Come and go. 

T^e unfailing pfcturesqueneas of 
the Ancients parades comes, too, 
from tho uniforms of companies 
from other places who come to march, 
with them. 
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GORE PLACE SOCIETY 

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, 
INCLUDING DIRECTOR'S AND TREASURER'S REPORTS 

December 19, 1936 

To the President and Meirfoers of Gore Place Society: 

You TTho are gatherecl here have by your generosity 
saved for future generations t h i s I n s p i r a t i o n a l monument to 
the l i v i n g past out of -A'hich the future i s to he b u i l t . 
Except f o r your help, not one b r i c k would stand upon 
another, the wide acres would nov/ be cut i n t o small and 
ugly l o t s - one of the few remaining great houses of America 
would have perished, 

"Whatever difference you may see between the 
appearance of the House and the grounds one year ago and 
to-day constitutes the real report. On that difference 
you who c o l l e c t i v e l y hold Gore Place i n t r u s t f o r the public 
w i l l Judg-e the progress of your Society i n f u l f i l l i n g that 
t r u s t to date. 

One year ago•when the Society took possession, the 
House had been used as a roadhouse, a bar projected i n t o the 
State Recoi-tion Hall and the Oval Room, i t was f i l t r i y beyond 
description, l i t t a r e d v/ith debris, scarred v;lth abuse. 
Several tons of trash and d i r t v;ere removed to the dump, 
being ca r e f u l l y checked and, where necessary, screened. 
This brought to l i g h t o r i g nal shutter p u l l s , the broken 
thumb piece of the fr o n t door l a t c h , and other valuable 
fragments. Gradually the House was c a r e f u l l y washed, A 
few pieces of f u r n i t u r e v/erc placed i?i one or tv;o rooms, 
and piece by piece public s p i r i t e d friends have added to 
them. Other frienda have noted modern changes and necessary 
repairs i n the House, and have contributed to make possible 
t h e i r remedy, bringing us that much n3arer to the restora
t i o n , A l i s t of specific nc-ds i s posted on the b u l l e t i n 
board, f o r v.'e have only made a s t a r t , and opportunities 
s t i l l e x i s t . 

Or. the g:t*ounds we v;ere faced with the sad prospect 
of many doa.i, dying, and weakened trees. Dead treos and 
t h e i r r,tump.3 havo been removed for t h o i r wood at no cost 
to us, ram.ag'id and w iakenod trees have been treated and 
fed through generous contributions. Recent plantings out 
of harmony with the Placo have been removed. Gore was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y interested i n trees. The exp'-.nse of lav.n. has 
boon cut by our C'-n man, and th;; rest of the grounds moi--ed 
i n exchange for the hay. IVe have had no money to expend 
unnocossrsrlly, andi we have not spent i t . 

As v/e are i n the broadest 3 nsc an educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n , we have made our f a c i l i t i e s f o r service as well 
as our needs knovm through nev.-spaper and magazine a r t i c l e s . 

GOR3 PLACE SOCIETY 

REPORT OF 71E CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, 
I NCLUDING DI RECTO rt ' S AND TREASURER'S REPORTS 

December 19, 1936 

To t he President and M~tr.bers of Gore Place Society: 

You ~ho are gathered herG have by your generosity 
saved for future generations this inspirational monument to 
the living past out of wh::.ch t~o future is to be built . 
Except for your help, not one brick would stand upon 
another> th -= wide acres ·,;ould now be cut into small and 
ugly lots - one of t he f ev, r emn:~n1.ng great houses of America 
would have perished. 

1!1'hatever differ·ence you may s ee between the 
appearance of the House and the grounds one year ago and 
to- day constitutes the real report . On that difference 
y ou who col le cti vely hold Gore Place in t rust for t he public 
will judge the progress of your Society in fulfilling that 
tr,1s t to date. 

One year ago .when the Society took possession, the 
House had been used as a roadhouse , a bar projected into t he 
State Re co~~tion Hall and the Oval Room, it was fil tr1y beyond 
description, litt~red with debri s , scarred wi th abus e . 
Sev'3ral tons of trash and dirt were r emoved to the dump, 
being carefully checked and, v,herc necessar y , screened. 
This brought to licht or~ g.· nal shutter pulls , the broken 
thu."71b piece of the front door latch , and other valuable 
fragments . Gradually the Hous•J ·;rn.s carefully v;ashed. A 
few pie ces of furniture were p l aced i n one or two rooms , 
and piece by piece ~ublic spi rited friends have added to 
them, Other friends have noted modern changes and necessary 
r epairs in t:!:le House , ant'. have contributed to make possible 
t heir r emed:r., bringing us t hat. muc!: n '.:!ar e r to the restora
t ion. A list of spe cific n~r~ds is posted or. the bulletin 
board, for ·:!e have only r.iade a. start , and opportunities 
still exist . 

0" the g rounds we wore faced with the sad prospect 
of many d o:-L,=-, , (1.ying, and weakened trees. Dea·d treus and 
their .:: ti__unp3 :1av ~ b eon re!!;_OVGd for their wood at no cost 
to us . ;;amae; '.')d C!l.u r1 .12.kcned trees have been treated and 
fed through gcn,):'ou s contributions . Recent plantings out 
of harmony '!I i th th e Place hav(· 't 0en removed. Gor r; was 
partic'J.larly i ntereste d. in tr::-c s . ':'he expr.nse of lawr.. :ias 
b oon cut by our o•:m man, and th J r 0:, t o: .. the grounds ~:1:),, "}d 
i n cr.:hange for the hay. '.Ve ha 0:,.: had no ~1or~ey to e:;~pcnd 
unnc cc:ss8rily , an,l v:c have not spent i t . 

A~ v,e n.r c ir. the '!:>1"0ndc3t -2- nse an eiLl cational 
i n stituti on , we have rnndo our I'a ciliti os for ser vice as uell 
as our n eed::; knovm th:rou5h n c\·:spaper and magazine art icle~. 



Report —' 2 

Architects have been frequent v i s i t o r s , and have made use 
of the d e t a i l as v;ell as the plan i n the buildings they 
v/cre designing. Students of h i s t o r y , as well as children, 
have come here to absorb the atmosphere of i t s period,• As 
the restoration i s further advanced and wo are able to 
demonstrate here the estate l i f e of 1800, the homely crafts 
I n operetion, farming as i t was then carried on, we v ; i l l bo 
a veritable l i v i n g musouFi of the period, as well as an 
arch i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c monument. 

In m.aintenancc v/c have been p a r t i c u l a r l y fortunate 
i n the caliber of the three who have served with us. Ful.-
f i l l i n g the t r a d i t i o n s of the Place, they have generously 
contributed t h e i r tim.c and e f f o r t s over d i f f i c u l t periods. 
Detailed guide service has been provided f o r v i s i t o r s who 
have numbered more than 1500, Teas and talks have been 
made available t o organizations v/hich v i s i t e d the Place by 
proarrangemont. 

Relations have been constantly maintained with 
the Police, Fire, Public YJorks, and other departments of 
Waltham and '.Vatertov.Ti, the P. "V, A., and various State 
departments, a l l of v.rhich have given splendid coSpcration, 

By statute v/c are tax exempt i n 1936 and sub
sequently. Wo have requested a tax abatement f.or "1935, 
as the a-ssessment is grjo.tly i n excess of the purchase 
price. V/c hope to have t h i s acted upon favorably i n the 
ne^r future. 

Insurance has been ca r e f u l l y considered, and has 
been increased to 029,750. of straight f i r e and windstorm 
insiirance. Public L i a b i l i t y of 50/l00,000 and worlanon's 
compensation. At the sarae time, the annual premium has 
been reduced from $654.01 to >;^il84.57. 

Research has boon unremitting, both 

1, Physical - secured on the ground i t s e l f , scraping of 
paint, the taking of detailed measurements and comparative 
photographs^ the recording and comparison of moldings, 
p a r t i t i o n changes, f l o o r cuttings, altered brickwork, 
removed mantels, and so on; the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of tree 
stum.ps, the locating of foundations, of paths, the recording 
of f l o r a l survivals and, from an increasing f a m i l i a r i t y with 
the House and grounds, of studying the axial i n t e n t , and 
reconstructing the use seqiience and function, 

2. Documentary - including the study and comparison of old 
photographs^- recollections of l i v i n g people which go back to 
rS"©?, the perusal of l e t t e r s , newspapers, maps, records, and 
a l l soixrces to which we havc access. With increasing funds 
and time, these can be considerably elaborated. 

Report - .,. 2 

Architects have been frequent visitors , and have made use 
of the detail as v1ell as the plan in tho buildin,:s they 
wore designing. Students of history, as well as children., 
have come here to absorb the atmosphere of its period. • As 
the r~storation is further advanced and we arc able to 
demonstrate hero the estate life of 1800, the homely crafts 
in oper8tion , farming as it was then carried on, we will be 
a veritable 1 i ving r.iusoum of the period, as r,cl l as an 
architectural and historic monument . 

In maintenance wo have b oon particularly fortunate 
in tho caliber of tho throe: r!ho have s erved with us . Ful~ 
filling the traditions of the Place , they have generously 
contributed their time and efforts over difficult periods . 
Detailed guide service has boon provided for visitors ~ho 
have numbered more than 1500. Teas and talks have been 
made available to organi zation s ~hi ch visited the Place by 
prear rangement . 

Relations have b een constantly maintained wi th 
tho Police , I,"iro, Public 1.'!orks , and other departments of 
Waltham and ':Jatortorm, tho P. ·::. A., and various State 
depar tments , all of VJhich havo given splendid co8pcration. 

By statute r1c arc tax cxenpt in 1936 and sub
sequently. Na have requested a tax abatement f.0," ·1 935, 
as the a-sscssmont is g:::- JD.tly in excess of the purchase 
price . 1.'/c hope to havo this R.ct ,Jd upon favorably in the 
n•Jar future . 

Insurance has b oon carefully conside red, and has 
been increased to 029 , 750 . of straight fir0 and windstorm 
insu r ance., Public Liability of 50/100, 000 and workmen ' s 
compensation, At tho sa:;10 ti::n0, the annual premium has 
been reduced from $654 . 01 to ~184. 57 . 

Research has b c0n unremitting, both 

1 . Physical - s vcur ed on tho ground itself, scraping of 
paint , the taking of detailed measurements and comparative 
photograph:;:, th•:) r c cordine and comparison of mol dings ., 
partition changes , floor cuttings , altered brickwork, 
removed mn:1t :)ls , and so on ; the identification of tree 
stuJnps , the locating of fO'l.mclations , of paths , the recording 
of floral survivals and, from an increasing famili arity with 
t he House and grounds , of studying the a::;d al intent , and 
r e constructing tho us e sequence and function. 

2 . Documentary - including tho study and comparison of ol d 
photpgraphs,- -r ecollections of living people v1hich go back to 

_ - .l:'8'6'7 , the perusal of lettors , nowspapers , maps , r e cords , and 
all sou rces to w:lich ·,:o have o.cccss . With increasing funds 
n.nd time , thcso can b e conside rably elaborated. 



Report.— 3 

In the plans we are proceeding cautiously, and 
while we know many features which we can restore confiddntly -
when contributions permit »- wo have demonstrated cl e a r l y 
through the now evidence which comes constantly to hand that 
to attempt to determine a complete plan of the restoration of 
either the House or the grounds v;ould, as yet, be a tragic and 
costly error. 

Some v;ork w i t h i n the l i m i t s of conclusive evidence 
has been done or; both the House and the grounds - much more 
could be done even now were funds oyailabloe The cottage 
has been made s t r u c t u r a l l y safe and more nearly habitable, 
the stable, one of the f i n e s t examples i n the country and 
probably antedating the House by a number of years, has been 
l i t t l e more than cleaned, and ordered. I t cries f o r help. 

The p r i n c i p l e on v/hich v;o have worked with the 
funds of the Society i s to change nothing that would not 
get worse i f not repaired. There have been more of those 
things than we could encompass. 

We have received to date from a l l sources. 
Including 116 contributors, 024,108.70. Our expenditures 
for a l l purposes, including that of contributions f o r 
specified purposes, has been $2,013,69, with the exception 
of mortgage i n t e r e s t , which has been J:a3,600,, and the 
payment of $15,000. for the Place, Wo have b i l l s of 
$5,685.01 (most of which consist of 1935 taxes) and cash on 
hand ,73,495,01, You can soe c l e a r l y that our main problem 
i s the mortgage - $60,000 at 5 per cent, - $3,000.a year. 
Even before the rest o r a t i o n , and to make possible the 
restoration, v.-e must elimdnate t h i s mortgage. Perhaps not 
as romantic as some of the other features, i t i s equally 
v i t a l , and v/e must be businesslike as well as romantic. 
To that end, one of our friends has offered to contribute 
the sum of $5,000,, provided that v/e can betv/een nov/ and 
January f i r s t raise enough to reduce the mortgage by at 
least $20,000, The time clement i s f i x e d because of the 
Income Tax. To make possible the acceptance of t h i s , 
contributions m.ay be made i n stock as well as i n money. 
In giving securities, the donor i s permitted by lav/ to 
deduct from his or her., taxable income (up to 15^ of the 
income) the m^arkct value on the day of the g i f t , and pays 
no tax on any p r o f i t since purchase. This i s our opportunity. 

The future of Gore Placo i s i n the hands of a l l of 
us. The continuance of the loyal help and cettperation of 
a l l the members of the Society and i t s friends can make of 
Gore Place a l i v i n g memorial of the greatness of ou^/country's 
past ~ a monument to the i n f i n i t e p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the 
future. I t is i n your hands. 

Respectfully submitted, • • 

P h i l i p Dana Orcutt 

Report.-- 3 

In the plans we arc proceeding cautiously, and 
while we know many features which we can restore confid ently -
v1hon contributions permit ... we have demonstrated clearly 
through the now evidence which .comes constantly to hand that 
to attempt to determine a complete plan of tho restoration of 
either the House or the grounds would, as yet , be a tragic and 
costly error. 

Some vrork within the limits of conclusi vc evidence 
has been done o~ both the House and tho grounds - much more 
could be done even now were:: funds available . Tho cottage 
has boon made structurally s afe and more nearly habitable, 
the stable, one of the fin,rnt cxrunples in the country and 
probably antedating tho House by a number of years , has b oon 
little mor e than cleaned and ordorod, It cries for help. 

The principle on. v:hi ch ,,c have worked with the 
funds of the Society is to change nothing that would not 
get Y1orsc if not r cpairc:d. Thero have been more of those 
things than we could encompass. 

We havo received to dote from all sources , 
including 116 contributors, ~~24 , 108. 70. Our cxpcndi turcs 
for all purposes, including that of contributions for 
specified purposes , has b een $2 , 013. 69 1 with the exception 
of mortgage interest , r1hich has been ~~3,600., ahd tho 
payment of $15, 000 . for tho Place. We have bills of 
$5 , 685. 01 (most of which consist of 1935 taxes) and cash on 
hand ~~3,495. 0l . You can sec clearly that our main problem 
is the mortgage - $60,000 at 5 per cent . - ~3 , 000 . a year. 
Even before the r cstorDtion, nnd to ~ako possible tho 
restoration, vie must eliminate t his mortgage. Perhaps not 
as romantic as some of the other features, it is equally 
vit al , and we must be businesslike as well as romantic. 
To that end, one of ouP friends has offered to contribute 
the sum of ~~5, ooo., provided that we can bctv1Ccn now and 
J &~uary first raise enough to reduce the mortgage by at 
least :'.~20, 000. The time clement is fixed because of the 
Income Tax. To make possible tho a cceptance of this, 
contributions mr.y b e m::i.do in stock a s well as in money . 
In gi.. ving s 0curi tics , tho donor is pormi ttcd by lav, to 
dcduc t from his or her,. t axable income ( up to 1 5% of the 
income) the market value on tho day of tho gif~, and pays 
no tax o~ any profit since purchase. This is our opportunity. 

Th8 fu t ur e of Gore Place is in the hands of alI of 
us . Tho continuance of tho loyal help and ·co8pcration of 
all the members of the Society a nd its friends can make of 
Gore Place a living nomorial of tho greatness of au/country' s 
past - a monument to the infinite possibilities of tho 
future . It is in your hands . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip Dana Orcutt 



ORIGIIAL CERTIFICATE OF TITii REGISTERED IN B00K2€S PAGE sas Ni 40179 

Entered pur»uan>. lo i decroc oi the Land Court, dated at Boston, in the County of Suffolk and Commonwealth oi Mas?at l iisetts, tlte S 6 J O U d 

dsy of July in the year nineteen hundie^j and twewty t h i r t y - S i X ana uombered . \ t > 8 0 7 on the files said Court. 

Cop'p of H)ecrec. 
-̂OMM<)NWtALT>* OP MASS.'̂ .CH'JSir.'T ,̂ SUKFOLh, 

(n the naitt^r ot the Petition o l 

ibao7 

L A > U COURT. 

Walthan Savlr.gs Bank 

a l t r . t.ons«l."ari<ta, H» Court dcth adjudjl.. ...-id u.«^rde lba t«w*-

Gore Plsce Society, 
: a duly existing corporritlor, hnving ft;, usual piece ol busiacss 

•• * in Halthac, Ir. the Co.jriiy of MiddJes'X sr...' saiS (''.smioa*i-.ali,>., 
substl tutea petitlome." on motloi , 

is the owker i n f»« staple oi' that certain parce] of 1 snu s'. tiiHt-? pir t '^i in *< ithaci and 
partly If; Watertown, 

iKr' w*-wf( • • to '(!<' si in^v I'l^lhat cwisii'L •parcwi vrf land situritp ?̂ 

Ma»sii('hu»(fii^ boujitkd and dMctibeti as- uOluwu : 

tc the C'junly t>( Middletcx and ComnMmwasltll ot 

I 
i 
m 

Northerly DV Bain Street f i f t e e n hundred twenty-lwo and OZ/100 
(158E.0f) .reet; 

Easterly by land now or foraorly of Hertert T. Capers et a l . , 
f i f t e e n hundred twenty-one and 56/100 (lbSl.£>6) feet ; 

Southerly by a l ine orosKing Waithair. Strset, forty-twe and 48/100 
(4S.4fi) feet ; 

8*wtlwi*>rly bj BitaXmr Avami* acTen hMMircd aixty-nlne and 36/100 
(Ta».»6) f»»t; 

Soi)tav«st«rl7 by lands of sundry adjolalns owners as slMmi on the 

f lan iMMlMifter mmttammi fifteen hundred forty-three and 19/100 
1548.19) faat; 

l«rtawest«rly bj land aam or formerly of the loyes Buick C«Mpany 
•Ight hoadred tvelre and S4/100 (81£.£4) feet; 

Westerly t j a Use crossing Ororc Street ttilrty-tbree (SS) foet; 
Baiitharly by Mid Oiwre Street two a—dred serentj-oae and M/lOO 
(tn.M) feet; 

Soathwaaterly lay the Junetloa of said Srvre Street and Gore Street 
•eaaurlnt a» tbe northeastarlr currlng line thereof twenty-six 
and ia/100 (ae.it) foot) 

•ester 1)- br snid Oere 8tr««t twalre t—nli ml forty-seren mA 91/100 
(lt47.91) f w t ; and 

lortheaatarlj by tke Ji—tlaw of said Oore Street and said Main 
•troot •aaanrlnt on thn snnMiaaaterly eurrlng line thereof forty-
tarM and U/lofi (4S.48) foet. 

All of said tmidnrleB ara aataotood by the Court to be located as shown ufon 
plan nontoarad IseOT-A, btalaa wi l l kn t&lod with tlM orlclnal certlflente of t i t le laaood 
OB this 4mmt*m, the aaaa boiag aoavlted fron a plan drawn t>y Bewlaad H. Bamea ft Haa 
Beal, CivU I n t t — r s , dated But lb ft^ 198B, aisd addltlaaal data en f i l e In the Land 
Beclstrattan Offloe, a l l aa aodlfi^a nad apiarvwod by tbe Court. 

KOli Of the land herahr ravlstared as la actually Incladed or by Infiicatloa of 
law Is IxlBdad a l tUn th* Unl«a of B»»>e StrMt and Walthan Street, as shoan on aald 
plan, la sukjaat tn a U pahUe rlnMa locally exlstlac in and mrmr the sane and a l l " 
rlghta tf anr anak U M M b«. 

fee the Cttr ef i m t i i i lagally « f l 
to said 0«re Plaae toelety, dntai I 

la a im aubjeet to any frant of an eas»nat fer drain** 
at date ef orlalanl daeree aa dasorlbed tm a dani 

l i , Uee, i l l y reeorded In Beeli: B9«,ffage Wf 
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6ay ol Jw.y in tb, rur nlortt.,..n l'l..,cdJed and ~ thirty -slx ~no uumte:red lt:>807 

<top~ of lDecree. 
;-moMM\ WttAL. TJ,j o, MA.~ACH1J$..-fl'!t SUJ7UU.. ~ 

fn thC' mauer oC lht PMilK>" of 
Waltlla.. Savi.ngs h,.nk 

ah.-:- ron,••ariuo. rb• Coun doth ad;i~t> 11.J atoo.. re• tbilt ..,~ 

Goro Pl11c.e Socit,ty, 
11 du1y e "i•ti.ng corpo:r1,t:!.on having 61, t1s•~el pl ace oj busi: ,css 
.1.n Waltha~ , 1.n t.he Co,m1y o .:' llllddJes•-x ai,..! s.ai , ,u;i.n,vn., f. 3~V., 

subst j tuted ;ietl t.looer on mot.:! or. , 

Na. 40179 

se.:ond 

on 1.be 6.le.• of , A.id Cowt. 

..... ~T f"f- .......... ~ ~ ca~al-MftaafflUlttUI;" - -:
r. ,.1t.h.s111 c.nd 1 s Ule o• u :r !A f e4? 5i■pl.e 

parl: >· :r: 'lia t er t o,rn, 
of t.nat c o,rLhin "p&rce ; or 1 ,nu s. t=t•.' .,;rt)) 1u 

"""fflf" ~'11(.'1· • tn '~ ""t--ffi'at~m l)ll'C(Wt-ofia,,,t-~ ,.._ -,e th• c-.iunly of MuSdl~Ma and ComNODwu1\h ol 

Plba,•;,u•huw u t bouud,ed .a.Dd ct..c, '.bed u 1Nlu-., 

. 
j 
i .,. 
: 

.Hort.herly Vj Main Street. fifteen hundred tweoty-t wo and 0~/100 
(1522.0;>-) .f eet ; 

Z:aster ly by land now or f o naorly of Herbert T . Capers et al ,, 
t1fteeo bwtdred hent y-one and 56/100 (15£:!...56) fee t ; 

Sou.ihe rlr by B 11.iae crossing Walthait Street f ort y- two and 48/100 
(42 .'8) .reet; 

a.iU.U~ t,j- St.le, A•-• N'HD aiadN4 e1J[t7'-Gi.De and "Stf/100 . 
('P •• M) r-tJ 

SouU.WaterlJ 117 land• of IIUlld.r7 •4loln1Ag ownera as~ an the el- be:JN1-fter -ticaecl fifteen hladred forty-th.re• &114 19/100 
(lMa.11) fNtJ 

~••steri, br l&lllll - or rear.er~ or u.. lc,rH Buick CcaJN1111 
eipt llladr9d tweln ud N/100 (812.24) !Ht; 

•••t•r~IIJ' a UDe crosa1q Ora.• Stl'fft tbirty-tbl'ee (II) fNt; 
... tller b7 1&14 Gl'9ff au.., n. D ,.ed MYenty-one _. 98/100 (an. > , .. ,, 
8oll•n•teri, 117 tbe Jian1• of aa1cl 0%'9T• Street and Gore Str"t 
... alll'i,11& • tM nortlwaatarly CUl"Till& line thereof t••ty- six 
ad ll/100 (•. 1.1) feetJ ' 

WenerlJ' b,- •14 Gore It.Net heh• '-,I.red forty-HT• ad 91/100 
(1M7.91) r~; a4 ........ Mr=-=-- 1'J■■•tnU11.11•• ~ Mid Gore ltreet and aaid laia 
lveet • tM IILIHMrly CUl"T1.D.g line thereof torty-
tllrM -s , (a • .e) r .. t • 

ill of aa.H ~• ue NI r ,....., bJ the Cou-t to 'be located a, llho1III llfCID 
pl.al· ~ s?N 15Wr◄• lieriall w11l lie ·ru... witll t.a. or1&1nal certtnoate or title 1___. 
• tbia ...... t.a. - llelll& s C IW tNa a .ia clraWD b7 Bowlaad H. Bal'Bee • B~ P. 
BN10 Cinl llllpaMJ'a, .. '-' ... , , He. _. addU1aaal data • file ill tbe LaD4 
... btn.U• orr1oe. all u adUl•• . ..a •PF••-~ t:11e court . 

.. _,. or u.e laad lleNIIII' --•wred u 1• •~117 1.Dclll4ed or lillf 11Q1l1cat1CIII fll' 
law h IMlllf 4 wlWa .. Uala of ..... Su.et ud W■ltbaa Street. u sbNa oa aat• 
,i... le .. JNt .. all .-U• n...- lep.1.q exl•Unc 1D ... -•r .. - ... all ... 
ript.a U _,, _. t.llaN be • 

M tu Cl- of WeUS ~ ...... at dat. ot or1. ...._ •• •~N4 la • .... 
.. i... ............. ia ai. lllllJNt '4t *,nat or Ul -•-•t f.r 4n1-t 

to Aid Ool'e Pl ... ~ • _.,. 1-,• ? • 1!0 118&, NOONed 1D a.It ~•I• _, 
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|ae,aM. m a a l p ^ aad 
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!l«U far tens of f i fty years 
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A;?rU 14, 1938e 

Mre PMllp L«z» Orcuttf 

Boston^ ilussachucv tt«e 

VeBT Mr. Oreutti 

lie /ire locaiim; E^tftrlal for an exhiliition <m noted h^storlc 
jhumiare i*hi<± hav© b»pn deatroywd isltJilo lite past Smi ymsPB md 
hsoBM In 8«wre oondltian nhieh haw Uien Mvad by rniblie sab» 
scrî -TtioQe 

SHLs!̂  lioriaon anî ĵest̂ sd thAt yon mî ltA b» Able to furoi^ 
Ma with ;]bot0i;X«ph8 ahowini; tiw (,kxr8 Slaaaicp̂  b»foim '»i lUTier 
r«8t<»r&tlon for t ^ in Vais mdiihitlmf tof.-ether iriLth a brief 
account of thi» status of Um propf̂ rty reseuod fiwi any Ilt»» 
©ratxaw f?ooi«ty way Isstuie 

t% sJiwld &-:r'̂ mela.t4t 4.r»tat,l/ Khate-wsar jou saay be able to 
mird t»« 

Slncorely . tanji 

Ii(Kml<i F. Imê  
Actixig Aseistant riroottnre 

lilt-. Jlh11.1.pl:anaOl"OUt", 
91 1liNt Cedar s~, 

btcm, Mluaohwst>tte. 

lie an loaa\lntt •tePial tor an ahlb1t.1on cm no'8d hi■t.onc 
!lo\lan 1lb1ch baw t.n deat.i,,y9d w1thill the paa\ tw J'NN and 
•••• in aewn oon.titim 11h1ab haw beeJl •wet Iv pnb11o _. 
aar1:;,Uca. 

lllatt lbriac:m ~ that ,OU • i£h' be able '° tmm.ab u 111th ~ ..,,_ncr ~ ••~an arr.t after 
Nllt.aratJ.CD for UN 1a \ll1a 1cm, witib a bl"1e1' 
MCICM\t. of tt. lltatae of U. !>?'Ol»"7 .__ NIO\Md t.nd M¥ llt
ent.\11'9 the Society may 1a.-. 

'No ahoold a;,· reeiate ir&nt.~ whatewr ;,ou aaa;y be alwl t.o 
Nrd .... 

S1Dc>ere 1 .,.. ,;• un 
~ w • 

Bam.ld r . tee, 
Act.int; Aeaiatant. ~. 

ECM 

) . 



t 

r»titc'ii, "cr-sftc .jioetta• 

1 t-mt just receivee tro:% Xr, iaro^ite, JEaterisl m 

of t m M.visotT' . OttrU aaic -ŝ yoelXe : sti«ilng & co^^ to aa«]» 
g-ieaiier, i;icltidlj.j;^ iViOigi? n̂ o tiers u;iiill*» 1.0 sai* t r ip to 

.reaarving at laaat »cs(ftli.lii- of aiiat is l e f t £rm. wur psat. 
* I'i&ps Us.it t mi Miu.lvtrsU%xfi6i iM' of wbf.t IsaB been d«:^ and hear 
i t haa baep. done l>y y<»ur ."aci«ty, as wall as otJ;«r6 in Feir 
ftfflana, w i l l rbacfek to jUufer iarti; oi' t l ' * c^unti^' ic:.e2'* "Û ia 

tj36iS8apl« ffllciit nail ba cofded, 

i i-cgretted t i * lack of sm opportunity to talk *fJ.tli ycnx 
at ĵ preater leii:,iJh: i n Boston, Ixsi i:ope tl«it Of-otter tiiae ?dll 
coaase loii c^xî fiiestid uu rsiscK InUirect Its the p ^ s i b l l i l j ' of 
coordimtiau t.'ie work o£ \'m-x^i» ifoupa i0t©rsiMst«si ia J-i-ettsrw 
ic&l ardiitCGtwa.! preservatlcai tJ-iai i t has mmrtsA to tm 
to cerad yaa a U t i l e data aa t.*it! ?©d«ral pr«>|^«i. TCAI eay 
l-uive HOst af i t ala-fead;/ but i f î ot yyis- w i l l »e« f s m i t al-out 
»-i«jr* are ar»{i n.'at soi.* af directiar5S »ay Ue in wi.icii 

\£lll im^ti ia work* 

TJi® voard. aesaberc arrfJ ajifreclated wry ei»eh your k3.nilU. 
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I'iiioarely yotire. 
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'-'W;,ll.er, .u1cl udu~.r t,:t0e() •• :.-:.. ,;o re ll;Jn..,l<.1 t.o ;:~.::~ W-...fi t rip t.o 
~;Of$-t.;in i :a h\1'. "t.l t . 

'7 .i ij '1%k~! l e tH w:·":;t c~,.n lA) c:ooo unc;..t:r !.:®t <.:! :'f.icult 
r?i1~C1.11,..su1u'.t¢e.:i !.:, h v""1ua.Llt, h •~:.:~n t u t:VG17or.s int.4l:r-ou~ l.n 
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&1X1Gple mi i::4t. •ll be copied . 
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· u:pc::o.rvl sor o!' ~H.st.~ric f 1wa. 

rfltieg 



* % 
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South elevation from the ha-ha wall 

CORE PLACE, WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 
The Beginnings of a Restoration 

By PHILIP DANA ORCUTT, A.I. A . 

I N 1786, liristopher Gore twenty-nin years old, and al
ready the be t known lawyer in Mas ac.hu ett , a veteran 

f the R volution, ommi ioner for Ma achusetts (with 
Hancock and dams) to ratify the Federal onstitution 
and appointed by George \Va hington a the fir t United 
_ talc Di trict ltorney of Ma achu ett . bought hi original 
forty-acre lot eight mile from the ta e Hou e. Wheth r 
th re wa an exi ting hou e n it, or wheth r he built a n w 
"man ion," is not yet known. It i known that he lived 
here L111 ii 1796 urrounc\jng the property wi h a Mile \i\TaJk, 
and dividing it into quart r. 'each b IL d by a half doz n 
row of tre hading a walk with very variety of for t 
tr , o that the bird net d there a i[ in the wild wood." 

In 179 Gore wa nt to England, a 1111111 10ner un er 
the Jay Treaty, and la er a harge d'Affaire . There h 

South elovation 1910 showing paint and balustrade 

remained for eight year , during which time (in 1799) th 
Hou e wa burned. Hi letter of the five ucce ding year · 
ar fi.Ued with reference to the new Hou e he propo eel t 
build. The architect i not known and quite po ibly may 
have been Engli h. as it e m unlikely that Gore, knowing 
the property a intimately a he did, would wait five ars 
b fore having plan drawn. H returned to merica for a 
brief vi it in 1801. 1 lace. Bulfin h' · biographer credil him 
with th Hou e, but 110 known evidence support tbi . It 
e m unlikely that ·c1ntire, wh was building The Vale, an 

almost adjoining e ate, fo r one f G r mo t intimate 
fri nd , Theodor Lyman, c uld have devi ed the p.lan or 
have dei igned with uch , implicity and absenc!::_ of orna
ment as Mcintire's introduction to ar hi ecture had b en 
through hi original trade of wood carving. gain, Doctor 

Stable and coach house fl"Om the Mile Walk 



North elevat ion from the east. Th is photograph and the pla ns be low are 
reproduced through the courtesy of Historic American Build ing Survey 
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North e levation in 1910 from the west 

T hornton s work, notably The Octagon, in Washington, sug
ge t him as a po sibil ity. In England, Henry Holland ar
chitect to the Prince Regent, was at the height of hi fame, 
and would be the logical man to whom Gore would turn. 
Holland' work wa notable for the beauty of its propor
tion and the ab nee of ornament, characteristic of Gore 
Pla.c . But thi · i all conjecture, as even in the account book 
of Governor Gore in which the co ts of the House are et 
down there app ar no reference to or evidence of a fee paid 
to any archile t. 

In 1 4, hristopher Gore return cl to America, oon to 
be Go emor f ?\fas achu ett , R pr entative and Senator 
in \) a hington. and one of that mall group who so uc
ce · fully uid d the early Republic through probably the 
mo t djfficult p riod in its hi tory. Imo t at once he began 
gathering th materials for the Hou e "carting and rafting 
ame to vVatertown." Con truction wa not really begun 

until 1 05 and it wa in June of 1806 that h announce 
the completion of the Hou e by writing, · !though bui lt 
with the greate t econ my and ab enc of ornament will still 
keep 111 at the Bar l ngcr than my lov of indulg nee would 
<le. ire." 

The Hou e, placed far back from th road , and conceal cl 
from it by tr tand on a slight eminence. From the 

Farm cottage built circa 1835 



Stete Reception Hall 

souLh elevation the lawn weep down to a back road, aero s 
which the eye i carried through vi tas and ov r a ha-ha 
wall to on of the three ponds now included in it present 
eventy- ix acres. 

Th central ma of the Hou e i Ranked by two out
tretched wing , th entire length being about one hundred 

seventy-five feet- large in cale for ew England, and mucl1 
more haracteristic of England or of the outh. 

Th plan i extremely ingeniou providing ea y acces 

State Reception Hall before previous owner 
removed orig in11I wall paper with simulated cornice 

throughout the House and quite evidently ontemplating it 
u for the ten ive entertaining required of a man of 
prominence in public life of that day. At the same time, 
G re' family was mall, and it wa de irabl that the in
timate life of he home hould not be dwarf d by e ming 
immen ity. The architect achieved thi quite remarkably 
c n idering the fact that there are ome twenty-two room 
to serve five chambers. T he cale of the State Reception 
Hall the Oval Room and the Mu ic Room or rt Gallery, 

Eest mentel in State Reception Hell showing strong 
classic influence and English type mahogany shelf 



Tha Oval Room 

, -itb a ·tud of ver fifteen feet, permit th ir u e by larg 
numbers of people. Their arrangement facilitate the easy 
flow of a larg numb r of guest at one time. The break
fast room, u d as a family dining room, and ingeniously 
haring it tall wind w with a small r om above placed 

e11tresol, is of "family" cale. The nur ery, u ed for nephews 
and ni ce , a re had no hildr n him el{, i intere tingly 
of till maller cal . Th dado and th lun tt w-i11dows are 
hild high, and th I w c iling i an lliptical arch. uriou ly, 

the ceiling of the econdary ru1d adjoining room with the 
·ame central tu I, i in the form of a barrel arch. 

Lunette window 

Th mantel form the principal ornament in he Hou e. 
The e, or some of them, quite po · ibly may have been ex
ecuted by McIntire, as th y arc entirely haracteri tic ru1el 
worthy of hi quit di tinctiv art. The different types in th 
H u e are here illu trated and show a marked change from 
th imple and w II prop rtion d cla ic d ign to the tran i
tionaJ one in th Library which indicate all too clearly the 
b ginning f th n I of thi archit ctural I ri d. 

pr po of fireplac it i · int re"ting that the one in the 
Library i I lac d wller it will give om heat lo the En 
tran Hall and that the Au for thi angle up through th 

Stair balustrade 



The Library 

wall o that the fireplace in the room above i approximately 
four feet to th 1·ight of the on in th Libra1·y, and ov r th 
d or hown. In another ro m the Au g traight up in 
one waU, and then takes the form f a buttr r hallow 
half arch through the attic to another wall. through which 
wall it continue up at a harp angl to meet the chimney. 

pparently thi wa done to permit placing the chimney 
symmetrically, although in c ntemporary Engli h ~ ork, 
ambulatory flue se m to be the rule. El ewhere, heat for 
the hall wa provided by tov 

The circular stairs expre be t of the period, and 

Bed room over Library 

the ligh rail ecm to have retain d its watch- pring strength 
from th ueginning. At intervals iron balu ters, indi tin
gui habl in ap1 earanc from th wood, ensure rigidity. 

Through ut Lh Hou th hardwar and materials are 
comparabl in quality and thoughtfulne to the de ign. Butts 
are o d igned that when the doors are opened I.hey rise 
to clear the a1·pet. Drawer in the pantry cupboard glide 
a moothly on bras r lier as they did a cntury and a 
quarter ago. rothing wa par d that c uld conceivably 
facilitat the u e of any part of the Hou e. Perhaps this 
accounts f r th fact thut the nail and hardware amounted 

House from pond 



Music Room montel 

to m r than tw,nty per cent f th total c t f the build
ing which was only slightly over $20,000. ln preparing for 
the r storation it is forruna e that enough of the original 
shutter pull and door hardware urvivc, o that at least some 
of the room will have e.xact r productions, and the other 
room can b r · tored in th ame feeling. 

Th bricks, of small cale and flat hape, et in Flemi h 
b nd co t , 7.50 a thou and. Th e had been painted whit 
for man · years. hether th y were origi nally painted i a 
que iion y t to be determin d, with he evidenc inclining, 
both from the tan lpoint of waterproofing and de ign, 

Entrance door exterior 

Libra rv m.sntel 

owarcl paint. The original trim was sandstone in color. 
to match a and ·tone terrace et high for ea y entranc to a 
coach. The paint was and cl. The original balustrade 
a.round the roof seem to be mor con i tent with light 
paint cl brick than with the more plea ing natural almon 
pink. The paint wa removed by a ub equent own r. 

The interi r I r hroughout the Hou - wer mo tty 
soft and warm gray . Glas and tone were cxpen ·ive, but 
lab r wa negligible. Th fl or [ the two ntrance hall 
and of th State R ception Hall are of American marbl . 
upp 1~t cl from b neath by ma ive groined brick vaulting. 

Entr.snce door interior 



C0\1KT£5Y UUTORIC AMEIUCA N RUlt..nfXG S , ltY \ 

Oval Room mantel 

The entrance cl r were traditional but the I uver doors 
of the Governor ·11amber, known in ew • ngland a 
' ewburyport door ' eem to indicate the mod rn and prac
tical trend of Gore' mind, as doe the ma ive bath placed 
between the Billiard Room and the rt Gallery on the ground 
Boor. Over thi an opening in the ceiling permitted ervant 
to pour water down upon the occupant, forming , hat may 
be the first formal shower bath. Unique for the period, in 
America certainly, was a water clo et, not di imilar in ap
pearance or functioning from those of the present day. 

Other building urviving on the Place are the Farm Cot-

Butler', door interior 
SCAU snow N, BY S.EV£N .. J NCH KX.V 

C'01JR.T~5Y t-llSTOJUC Ai.U.! RI CA.N BUil.DiNG :suav,;v 

West montel, State Reception Hall 

tage of I 35 occupied by the uperint ndcnt of the ground ·, 
and a table, po ibly antedating the Hou e. and on "hich 
wa lavi heel the am thought in con truction and d ign. 

G re Place i owned and maintained, and will be re tored, 
by ore Place ociety, a cl1aritable corporation, with volun
teer officer , formed for this purpo e and upported ntirely 
by voluntary contribution . The Hou i open at all rea-
onable hours. Architects have been and are particularly 

welcomed. )ready a number of them have made use of 
the facilitie of the Place for tudy and comparison in ex
ecuting work of the pre ent day. 

Louver door, Governor's Chamber 



Stairway details 

Reprinted from 
AMERICAN ARCHITECT 
AND ARCHITECTURE 
JUNE, 1937 



ADDRESS ONLY 

HE DIRECTOR. IIATIOKAL PARK SERVICE 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

) . 

• 

• 

SE 2 1947 



PRESIDENT 

MRS. J. GARDNER BRADLEY 

VICE PRESIDENT 

HON. WILLIAM PHILLIPS 

HONORARY VICE PRESIDENT 

PAUL B, MORGAN 

TREASURER 

ALLAN FORBES 

t DIRECTOR 

F, GORDON PATTERSON 

\ V- ; M c , . ASSISTANT TREASURER 
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' CONRAD CHAPMAN 

G O R E P L A C E 
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

TELEPHONE WALTHAM 2798 September 4 , 1947 

Mr. Newton B. Drury, Direc tor 
National Park Service 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s 

Dear Mr, Drury, 

Thank you for your letter of August 28th. 

During the struggle to preserve the integrity of Gore Plaoe we have 
sought every avenue of approach. We were pleased to learn the estate had been 
recognized as of naetional importance in 1938 (from the files of the Department 
of the Interior), 

There are several sides to this problem of "designation". As the 
problem is not yet settled it would perhaps seem best to take the matter under 
advisement at the f a l l meeting of the Board of Governors of Gore Place Society. 

To maintain Gore Place money is raised by appeal once a year, and 
confusion might be raised in the public mind should it be published that Gore 
Place has ij:een designated''a national historic site. Al l members of the Board 
have worked hard to save the estate, and we trust the barrage of protests has 
persuaded the politicians to advise the city to seek land elsewhere. Eminent 
dOTiain taking woxild be a precedent and threat to a l l tax-exempt property main
tained in the interest of the public. Such action would be alien to the intent 
of the State Veterans Housing Act of 1946 which excluded in its survey a l l semi-
public holdings. 

We shall be very much interested to hear the opinion of yotir Advisory 
Board on this question of jwlicy. We are not yet assured of the Waltham situa
tion but are decidedly hopeful. 

With grateful appreciation for your interest, I am 

Sincerely yours. 

Director 

HBIP/f 

PRESIDENT 

MRS. J. GARDNER BRADLEY 

VICE PRESIDENT 

HON. WILLIAM PHILLIPS 

HONORARY VICE PRESIDENT 

PAUL B. MORGAN 

TREASURER 

ALLAN FORBES 

GORE PLACE 
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

TELEPHONE WALTHAM 2798 

Mr. Newton B. Drury, Director 
National Perk Service 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Drury, 

Thank you for your letter of August 28th. 

I DIRECTOR 

F . GoROON PATIERSON . . ..... 
ASSISTANT TREASURER 

. . ,, CoNRAD CHAPMAN 
... • '• ;', I ,'\\ • \ 

, ': • , v• -.COVNSELLOR 

USPENARD B. PHISTER 

, • ~RETARY 
111 

I i..CONRAD CHAPMAN 

~ 

~ 
September 4, 1947 

During the struggle to preserve the integrity of Gore Pla:,e we have 
sought every avenue of approach. We were pleased to learn the estate had been 
recognize<! as ot national importance in 1938 (from the files ot the Department 
of the Interior). 

There ere several sides to this problem ot "designation". As the 
problem is not yet settled it would perhaps seem best to take the matter under 
advisement at the fa+l meeting of the Boa.rd of Governors or Gore Place Society. 

To maintain .Gore Place money is r aised by appeal once a year, and 
confusion might be raised in the public mind should it be published that Gore 
Place has I.feen" designated'' a national historic site. All members of the Board 
ha:ve worked hard to Jave the eetate, and 1'8 trust the barrage of protests has 
persuaded the politicians to advise the city to seek land elsewhere. Eminent 
domain taking would be a precedent end threat to all tax-exempt property main
tained in the interest or the public. Such action would be alien to the intent 
or the state Veterans Housing Act or 1946 which excluded in its survey all semi
publ ic holdings. 

We shall be very mu.ch interested to bear the opinion of your Advisory 
Board on this question of policy. · We are not yet assured of the Waltham situa
tion but are decidedly hopeful. 

With grateful a ppreciat ion for your interest, I am 

Sincerely yours, v) LL_ _ 

JJ 10. lt-~ 
Director 

HBIP/f 
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V ^ UNITED S T A T E S * 
D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 

* . ^ , NATIONAL P A R K S E R V I C E 

1 , WASHINGTON 25. D. C. -

CM 

Eon. William Phillips ...' ' • ' , • .f"''" 
«Highover" • • ^' 
Hortli Beverly, Massachusetts [^'^^•^,\,'^^-

Hsr dear Mr« Phillips: 'Vl- A " >'* ,•^ ^ C. 

I t was a pleasure, at the recent mretinG of the National 
CotBKdl in Philadelphia, to talk to you about the historic Gore 
Place in V/althaa, Maussachiisctts* 

By of amplifying what I said during our discussions, 
I am. sending you, enclosed, a copy of the Historic Sites Act and 
copies of national historic site agreesaents now i a force providing 
for the designation of the Chicago Portage, Chicago, I l l inois , San 
Jose rlission, San Antonio, Texas, ami Janiestown Island, Virginia, 
aa national historic sites* . -

I trust tliat these three exar^les wi l l f ive you a l l the 
information you need recarding the nature and scope at" such co
operative a£-reeiiKnts# Of course, no t-wo a^reeirents ai'e exactly 
adike because the probleias are apt to be different in each case, 
and as you wi l l see f roia our basic lei^slacion, our authority to 
cooperate i s broad and flexible* 

I f , after you have looked over these iuaterials, you de
sire to explore the possible s^plicability of some appropriate 
cooperative procedtire to the Core Place, I w i l l be very glad to go 
Into the subject further* 

Please extend isy best wishes to Mrs* Phillips* 

sincerely yours, ' • 

Ronald F* Lee 
Assistant Director 

f'- - \ :• 

i* Ehelosxires It 

In .cy ret er to: 
1$8 ,wASO-ll 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Hon. William Phillips 
"Higbover" 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

lorth Beverly, Massachusot ts 

M;r dear Mr . Phillips: 

It was a pl easure, at the r ecent meet.1..nc of t he National 
Council 1n Philadelphia, to talk to you about the historic Gore 
Place in Walthaa, Massachusetts. --

Dy- wB3 of amplifying what I said during our discussions, 
I am sending you, encl osed, a copy of the Historic Sites Act and 
copi es of national his toric site agreements now in f orce providing 
for the de.signation of t he Chicat;-o Por tage, Chica.1'), Illinois, San 
Jose Mis sion, San Antonio, Texas, and Jamestown I sland, Vircinia, 
aa national historic sites . · 

I trust t hat these three examples will l i ve you all the 
information you need regarding t he nat ure and scope of 8Uch co
operative ngrecments. Of course, no t -wo agr eements ar e exactly 
alike because the problems are apt to b e different in each cas e, 
and as you llill s ee from our basic legislation, our authority to 
cooperate ia broad and flexible. 

It, after you have looked over these materiala, you de
Bire to explor e t.be posaible applicability of some ,appropriate 
cooperat.i ve procedure to the Gore Place, I lli.ll be very glad to go 
into the subject further. 

Please extend rq best viahea to Itrs. Phillips. 

nmlosures 4 

\SOD•> aWALD i •· I.'3 

Ronald F • Lee 
Ass1at.ant Director 



H34-HH AP*"̂ ^ 

Gore Place Society 
52 Gore Street 

Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

Gentlemen: 
The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, directed by 
the National Park Service, is conducting a survey of historical 
properties significant in illustrating the historical develoinnent 
of American archltectiwe. Sites studied by the National Survey 
are evaluated by an Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 
Buildings, and Monuments. This Board advises the Secretary of 
the Interior of the structures or sites that i t finds possess 
national historical significance and recommends that they be declared 
eligible for recognition as National Historic Landmarks. 

We are enclosing a leaflet that describes the National Lamimark 
program and gives the criteria used in evaluating historical 
properties. 

Mr. Charles W. Snell, a staff historian with the National Survey, 
plans to visit a number of historic buildings in the New England 
states during tbe period from April 13 to May 3. We would 
appreciate very much your assistance In permitting him to visit 
the Gore Mansion about May 2. 

.r Sincerely yours, 

/5/ ROBERT M. UTLll 

Robert M. Utley 
Chief Historian 

BncloBure 

Director, Northeast Region ./.JIA.- " . 
T-Mr. Butterfield .̂V HP-Mass.-Gore Mansion .'-̂  . 
HHS-Mr. Sheely . . 

HHS-Mr. Snell . ^ ^^^^^ ^..^ -^-^SO^ H"̂  

GSCattanachrmc 4/13/70 - • - .'• . 

' 
B34-HH April 13. 1970 

Gore Place Society 
5~ Gore Street 
Waltham, Maaaaahusetts 02154 

Gentlemen: 

The National Survey of Hietoric Site• and Building•• directed by 
the National Park Service. i• conducting a survey of hietorical 
propert1•• •11nificant in illuetrating the hiatorical development 
of American architecture. Sit•• atudied by the National Survey 
are evaluated by an Adviaory Board on National Parka, Hiatoric Sites. 
Building•, and Monument•. Thia Board adviNa the Secretary of 
the Interior of the atructure• or ■ite■ that it find■ poa•e•• 
national hi•torical •ignificance and recommend■ that they be declared 
eligible for recognition a■ National Hiatortc Landmark•. 

We are enclo■ing a leaflet that de■cribea the National Landmark 
program and gives the criteria uaed in evaluating hi■torical 
propertiea. 

Mr. Charle• W. Snell, a ataff historian with the National sui-vey, 
plane to viait a number of historic building• in the New England 
atatee durina the period from April 13 to May 3. We would 
appreciate very much your aeetatance in permitting him to visit 
the Gore lfanaion about May 2. 

Enclosure 

cc: 
Director, Northeast Region 

T-Mr. Butterfield 
HHS-Mr. Sheely 
HHS-Mr. Snell 

GSCattanach:mc 4/1 3/70 

Sincerely yours, 

/ S/ ROBERT M. UTLEY 

Robert M. Utley 
Chief Hi■torian 

HP-Mass.-Gore Mansion 



S T A T E S T R E E T B A N K and T R U S T COMPANY 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02101 

WILLIAM B . O S G O O D 
T R U S T O F F I C E R 

T E L E P H O N E 4 6 6 - 3 6 8 5 

A R E A C O D E 6 1 7 

September 23, 1970 

Mr. Charles W. Snell 
National Park Service 
Room 614 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Snell: 

Mrs. Polsen, the Curator of Gore Place, asked 
me to send you a photocopy of the deed to Gore 
Place giving a description of the boundaries. You 
w i l l find this enclosed and i f I can be of further 
help please l e t me know. 

Best regards I 

Sincerely, 

6 
William B. Osgood 
Treasurer 
Gore Place Society 

WBO:Img 

CC: Mrs. Laurence Polsen 

STATE STREET BANI< and TRUST COMPANY 

BoSTO::-J, ~SSACHUSETIS 02101 

WILLIAM B. OSGOOD 

TRUST OF'F'ICER 
TELE:PMON E ◄4515•3 &8.8 

AREA COO£ 1517 

September 23, 1970 

Mr. Charles w. Snell 
National Park Service 
Room 614 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, o. c. 20006 

Dear Mr. Snell: 

Mrs. Polsen, the Curator of Gore Place, asked 
me to send you a photocopy of the deed to Gore 
Place giving a description of the boundaries. You 
will find this enclosed and if I can be of further 
help please let me know. 

Best regards, 

WBO:lmg 

CC: Mrs. Laurence Polsen 

Sincerely, 

0. .. f 
() 

William B. Osgood 
Tr e asurer 
Gore Place Society 



5JTE Pi/AHNING FOR INDUSTRY • INSTITUTIC RECREATION AREAS • RESIDENCES • TOWN PLANNP LAND SUBDIVISION • CONSULTATION • SUPERVISIC 

S H U R C L I F F . M E R R I L L 8e F O O T I T 
L A N D S C A P E A R C H I T E C T S 

45 BROMFIELD STREET • BOSTON • MASSACHUSETTS 02108 • (617) 5iZ-70^Q\f £ 4 ^g^J 

DIVISION Of HiStC SIDNEY N SHURCLIFF. FASLA, AlP 

VINCENT N. MERRILL. FASLA 

DOUGLAS B. FOOTIT. ASLA 

Mr. Robert Uttley 
National Historic Landinaî s Program 
National Paric Service 
801 19th Street, N, W. 
Washington, D* C* 

November 18, 1970 . X ^ 

Dear Mr, Uttley: 

SURN 

HHP 

HHS 

I have been designated by the Board of Governors of Gore 
Place Society, Waltham, Massachusetts, to inqviire whether i t is suif>-
able to be accredited a National Historic Landmark, 

A leaflet describing Gore Plac^ is enclosed herewith but, 
of course, I do not expect a direct answeî  as to ̂ ^ether or not the 
Parks Service would approve i t until more information is made avail
able, to you. 

It will be appreciated if you will send me any information 
on this subject which you have available for distribution, and also 
the necessary papers which the Secretary of the Society should f i l l 
out in order tiiat application may be made. 

For your information, I already have some familiarity with 
this natter since I am the Chairman of the Local Committee of the 
Trustees of Reservations for the operation of Crane Manorial Beach 
Reservation in Ipswich, Massachusetts* Accreditation for this area, 
or some part of i t , has already been made by the Trustees of 
Reservations i f ray memory is correct. 

l^urs sincerely,' 

^S/MJ 
Enc. 

d 
Sidney N. Sh\ircliff 

5 

- • ~ TE P!tA HING fOR INDUSTRY ■ INSTITUTIC RECREATION AREAS ■ RESIDENCES ■ TOWN PLAN Ht , LANO SUBDIVISION ■ CONSULTATION ■ SUPERVISIC 

SHURCLIFF. MERRILL & FOOTIT 
LA NO SCAPE ARCHITECTS 

45 BROMFIELD STREET ■ BOSTON • MASSACHUSETTS 02108 • (617) 542-70flOV 2 4 197( 

SIDNEY N SHURCLIFF, FA.St.A. AIP 
VINCENT N MERRILL. FASLA 

DOUGLAS B. FOOTIT. ASl.A 

-OIVISION Of HisiO 
SURN IDA E 

Mr. Robert Uttley 
Na tional Historic landmarks Program 
National Park Service 
80119th Street, N. w. 
Washington, n. c. 

Dear Mr. Uttley: 

November 18, 1970 

HHP 

I have been des ignated by the Board of Governors of Gore 
Place Society, Waltham, Massachusetts, to inquire whether it is sui.~ 
able to be accredited a National Historic landmark. 

A leaflet describing Gore Plac~ i s enclosed herewith but, 
of course, I do not expect a direct answei\ as to whether or not the 
Parks Service would approve it until more inf orna tion is ma.de avail
able .. to you. 

It will be appreciated if you will send me any information 
on this subject which you have ava ilable for distribution, and also 
the necessary papers which the Secretary of the Society should fill 
out in order that application may be ma.de. 

For your infonnation, I already have some·.fantiliarity with 
this matter since I am the Chairman of the Local Conmittee of the 
Trustees of Reservations for the operation of Crane Memorial Beach 
Reservation in Ipswich, Massachusetts. Accreditation for this 'area, 
or some part of i t, has already been im.de by the Trustees of 
Reservations if my memory i s correct. 

~ S/MJ 
Enc. 

l, 

,. 



DEC 2 1970 
h34-HH 

Mr. Sidney N. Shurcliff ' 
Shurcliff, Merrill & Footit ' ^ 
Landscape Architects ^ > • 
45 Bromfield Street 
Boston, Tlassachusetts 02108 , : . 

Dear Mr. Shurcliff: • 

We have received your letter of inquiry about the possibility of 
recognizing Gore Place as a National Historic Landmark. 

In October of this year, the National Survey of Historic Sites 
and Buildings .gubraltted a study of Gore Place to the Advisory 
Board on National Parke, Historic Sites, Buildings, and 
.lonimanta. Tlie Advisory Board has forwarded i t s recoiamendatlona 
to tne Secretary of the Interior, who is presently reviewing 
the property for possible recognition as a National Historic . 
Landmark. 

' - / Sincerely yours, ;- ' _ 

Pscmk B. SCTIOB, Jr. 

• Frank B. Sarles, Jr. 
Acting Chief Historian 

cc: 
Director, Northeast Region w/c inc. 

.T-Mr, Butterfield w/c inc. 
; HHS-Mr. Sheely w/c inc. 

EPreston:mc 12/2/70 HP-Mass.-Gore Place 

BASIC FllJi: RETAINED IN HH 

DEC 2 1970 
H34-HH 

Mr. Sidney N. Shurcliff 
Shurcliff, Merrill & Footit 
Landscape Architects 
45 Bromfield Street 
Boston, Massachuset ts 02108 

Dear t-1r. Shurcliff : 

We have received your letter of inquiry about the possibility of 
recognizing Gore Place as a National Historic Landmark. 

In October of this year, the National Survey of Historic Sites 
and Buildings submitted a s tudy of Gore Place to the Advisory 
Uoard on National Parks, His toric Sites, Buildings, and 
t-ionumant s. The Advisory Board has forwarded its reconmtendations 
to the Secretary of the Interior, who is presently reviewing 
the property for possible recognition as a National Hiatoric 
L~ndmark. 

cc: 

Sincerely yours, 

FlXmk B. Sc.dee, Tr. 

Frank B. Sarles, Jr. 
Acting Chief Historian 

Director, Northeast Region w/c inc. 
T-Mr. Butterfield w/c inc. 
HHS-Mr. Sheely w/c inc. 

EPreston:mc 12/2/70 HP-Mass.-Gore Place 

t:~r-.-P./z/1i, 

~~ l?/ t-

BASIC FILR RETAINED IN HH 



UNITED STATES ' •/:> 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .''i' 

-V- . • NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ? ' 
. - • . WASHINGTON, D.C. \ 

•I . • i '% i r • • > 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings * '••  
Gore Place, 52 Gore Street, Waltham, Massachusetts 

In 1799, while I t s owners were abroad, the country seat of 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Gore at Waltham, Massachusetts was destroyed by 
f i r e . Later, i n Paris, Mrs. Gore worked closely with the French architect 
Jacques Guillaume Legrand to design a new brick mansion which arose i n 
1805-06 to replace the old one. Known as Gore Place, this residence i s 
one of the most sophisticated examples of Adamesque architecture i n the 
United States. The two-and-a-half story central bloc, covered by a low 
hipped roof with an octagonal cupola, i s flanked by one-and-a-half story 
hyphens and end pavilions to form a five-part composition. Twin fanlight 
doorways open into two foyers paved with blocks of white and blue-gray 
marble. From one of the entrance h a l l s , a graceful s p i r a l staircase 
ascends to the second f l o o r , A great oval-shaped dining room, with a 
fi f t e e n - f o o t c e i l i n g , i s e x t e r i o r a l l y delineated by the e l l i p t i c a l bow 
i n the south (rear) facade. From the dining room and adjacent breakfast 
room and l i b r a r y , t a l l triple-hung windows overlook a sweeping lawn. The 
landscaped grounds at Gore Place were l a i d out by Robert Murray, an 
English gardner, between 1835 and 1846. Since 1935, the mansion and 76 
acres surrounding i t have been owned by the Gore Place Society, Inc., 
who maintain i t as a house museum open to v i s i t o r s . 

• Mi.. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

NSHSB: 1/13/71 . ( 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 

Gore Place , 52 Gore Street, Waltham, Massachusetts 

In 1799 , while its owners were abroad , the country seat of 
Mr, and Mrs. Christopher Gore at Waltham, Massachusetts was destroyed by 
fire. Later, in Paris, Mrs . Gore worked closely with the French architect 
Jacques Guillaume Legrand to design a new brick mansion which arose in 
1805- 06 to replace the old one , Known as Gore Place, this residence is 
one of the most sophisticated examples of Adamesque architecture in the 
United States, The two- and- a- half story central bloc , covered by a low 
hipped roof with an octagonal cupola, is flanked by one-and-a- half story 
hyphens and end pavilions to form a five- part composition. Twin fanlight 
doorways open into two foyers paved with blocks of white and blue-gray 
marble, From one of the entrance halls, a graceful spiral staircase 
ascends to the second floor. A great oval- shaped dining room, with a 
fifteen- foot ceiling, is exteriorally delineated by the elliptical bow 
in the south (rear) facade. From the dining room and adjacent breakfast 
room and library, tall triple- hung windows overlook a sweeping lawn, The 
landscaped grounds at Gore Place were laid out by Robert Murray, an 
English gardner, between 1835 and 1846, Since 1935 , the mansion and 76 
acres surrounding it have been owned by the Gore Place Society, Inc., 
who maintain it as a house museum open to visitors . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

NSHSB: 1/13/ 71 
R S G 



United States Department of the Interior 

l O F F I C E OF THE SECRETARY . " 
' ' WASHINGTON, D C . 20240 

. ra25 1971 
Dear Mr. Drlnant 

I am pleased to inform you that the following listed sites, described 
in the enclosures, havc been found to possess national significance 
in corameiaorating the history of the United States. These sites are: 

••̂ ••-'ii: : ; First Church of Christ .-.V̂' -; 

The Vale • ,:̂ _̂.-yv--V v • . • 

These sites have been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, llistoric Sites, Buildlnj^s, and Monuments through studies 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935» I have 
approved the rccoramendations of the Board. 
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As explained in the enclosed folder, each of these sites i s eligible 
to receive a certificate and plaque designating i t a National 
Historic Landmark. The Director of the Kational Park Service will 
notify the owners and provide theia with the proper application forms. 

Designation as a Is-atlonal Historic Landmark automtically places 
the property on the National Register of Historic Places. Under the 
provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, entry 
on the National Register provides each Landmark with safeguards 
against damage by Federal undertakings and f u l f i l l s one qualifi
cation for participation in a grant-in-aid prograia to assist in i t s 
preservation. Further information about these provisions of the law 
is contained in the enclosed folder describing the National Register* 

In recognizing the historical importance of these sites in your 
State, I wish to commend the owners for the care and preservation of 
these properties. 

. . H ' - - y S i n c e r e l y yours, ... .' 'i^-^^^ "" 

• (Signed) . ' ' \y 

Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. Robert F. Drlnan 
House of Representatives 
Vashiiigton, D. C. 

Enclosures 

United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.G. 20240 

p;f!B 2 5 1971 
Dear Mr. Drinanr 

I am pleased to infom you that the follm-,ing listed sites, described 
in the enclosures, have been found to possess national significance 
in commemorating the history of the United States. 'l'hese sites are: 

First Church of Christ 
eor, f 1oc, 
The Vale 

'nlesa sites have been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildini s, and Monuments through studies 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935• I have 
approved the recommendations of the Board. 

Aa explained in the enclosed folder, each of these sites is eligibla 
~ to receive a certificate and plaque designating it a National 
- Historic Landmark. The Director of the Sational Park Service will 
0\ 

•.. . ~ notify the owners and provide them with the proper application forms • 
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Designation as a National Historic Landmark autol!latically places 
the property on the National Register of Historic Places. Under the 
provisio,ns of t he National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, entry 
on the National Register provides each Landmark with safeguards 
a gainst damage by Federal undertakings and fulfills one qualifi
cation for participation in a grant-in- aid program to assist in its 
preserva tion. Further infomation about these provisions of the law 
is contained in the enclosed folder describing the National Register. 

In recognizing the historical importance of these sites in your 
State. I wish to c0II1Dend the owers for the care and preservation of 
these properties. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

Secretary of the Interior 

,,, :;: Hon. Robert F. Drinan A~jf~'.( .~ 
g $ ~ House of Representatives 

- Washington, D. c. 

Enclosures 

I• 



FEB 2 5 1971 

Dear Senator Kennedy: .r-./.: •• • • 

I am pleased to inform you that the following listed sites, described 
in tbe enclosures, have been found to possess national significance 
in coBmemorating the history of the United States. These sites are: 

First Church of Christ 
United Church of Christ, Congregational 

^ Old West Church 
St. Paul's Church * ^ 
Trinity Church y, ' 
First Parish Chiu*ch 

. ' United States Custom Bouse, Kew Bedford 
Haaiiton Hall 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
tleoorial Hall 
Boston City Hall, 1862-1968 , 
Sever Hall 
University Hall . 
Gardneir-Pingree House 

Oliver Bastings Bouse " 5 
First Harrison dray Otis House 

•'• '^•/.., David Sears House 
Tlie Vale 

These sites have been evaluated hy the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Moniuaents through studies 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I have 
approved the reconmendations of the Board. 

As explained in the enclosed folder, each of these sites i s eligible 
to receive a certificate and plaque designating i t a National 
Historic Landmark. The Director of the National Park Service will 
notify tbe owners and provide then with the proper application 
fonui* 

FEB 2 5 1971 

l>elll" Senator Kennedy: 

l u pleased to in.fora you that the following listed sit••• described 
ia tbe onclosurea, have been found to Po9aess national aip1f1cance 
ta ca.aeaorattng the histo17 of the United States. These sites are: 

P1rst Church of Christ 
United Church of Christ, CongJ'eptional 
Old West Church 
St. Paul's Church 
TrinitJ Church 
Yirat Parish Church 
United States CuatOG Bouae, J(ew Bedford 
llalllilton Ball 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
KelllOl'ial Hall 
Boaton City Hall, 1862-1968 
Sever Hall 
University Ball 
Gardner-Plngroe House 
9Pa RJeca 
Oliver Baatings Bouse 
First Harrison Gray Otta Boue 
David Sean Houae 
The Vale 

Tbese sites have been evaluated by tbe Advisor, .Board on National 
Parka, Hiatoric Sitea, Buildings, and ltonWllent• through studies 
prepared b1 the National Survc,y of Historic Sitea and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act ot Augwat 21, 1935. I have 
approved the recoJ111tendatiorus of the Board. 

Aa aplained 1n the enclosed folder, each of theae sites is eligible 
to receive a certificate and plaque designating it a National 
Historic Landmark. Tho Director of the National Park Service will 
notify the owner• and provide thea with the proper application 
fol'll8. 

. , 



on the National Begister provides each Landmaric vlth saf egaairds 
against daios^ by Federal tindertakings and fulfills one qtiallf!<• 
cation for participation In a grant-in-aid prt^iBin to assist 
In its preservation. Further information about these provisions 
of the lav Is contained in the enclosed folder describing the Batlonal 
Begister. 

In recognising the historical Inportance of ttese sites in your 
State, I vlsh to coos&eod the owners for tbo caret and presezvation of 
these properties. 

Sincerely yours. 

Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedty 
United States Senate • • . 
\fe3hington, D.C. 
Enclosures 
cc: . .. " • r~ 

Director, Northeast Region 
2̂gS-Mr. Sheely_____-

HJSheelyrkp II/16/70 

HP - Mass. - First Church of Christ 
United Church of Christ, Congregational 
Old West Church 
St. Paul's Church 
Trinity Church 
First Parish Church 

, , Uiited States Custom House, Nev Bedford 
Hamilton Hall 

. .̂^ Massachusetts General Hospital 

" 

on the National Piegiater provides each I.a.ndmu'k vith safeguard.a 
aga1nst damage by Federal undertakings and tulfills one qual1t1-
cat1on tor participation 1n a grant-in-aid prog:rem to assist 
· in 1 ts preservation. Further · 1n:tornat1on about these provisions 
ot the lav is oonta1ned in the enclosed folder describing the Natiom.l ~-
In recognizing the historical 1mportance at these- sites 1n your 
State, I vish to eomnend the ovnen for the care and preservation o't 
these properties. 

Secretary~ the Interior 

Hon. Ec!wrd M. Kenned.Y 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosures 

cc: 

Director, Northeast Region 
~-Mr. Sheely . 

HJSheely:kp 11/16/70 

HP - Mass. 

, ~. __ ......... . ..... -...... . .. 

- First Church of Christ· 
United Church of Christ, Congregational 
Old West Church . 
St. Paul's Church 
Trinity Church 
First Parish Church 
United States Custom House, Nev Bedford 
Hamil ton Hall . 
Massachusetts General Hospital 

.... . . . • .• " ' t,. , 



Memorial Hall 
Boston City Hall, I862-I968 
Sever Hall 
University Hall 
Gardner-Pingree House 
Gore Place 
Oliver Hastings House 
First Harrison Gray Otis House 
David Sears House 
The Vale 

Memor ial Hall 
Boston City Hall, 1862-1968 
Sever Hall 
Univer sity Hall 
Gardner-Pingree House 
Gore Place 
Oliver Hastings House 
First Harrison Gnzy Otis House 
David Sears House 
The Vale 



FEB 2 5 1971 

Dear Senator Brooke: 

I aia pleased to Infom you that the following listed sites, described 
In the enclosures, have been found to possess national significance 
in comneiaorating the hlstozy of the United States. These sites are: 

First Church of Christ 
United Church of Christ, Congregational 
Old West Church 
St. Paul's Church 
Trinity Church 
First Parish Church 
United States Custom Rouse, Nev Bedford 
Hamilton Hall 
Massachtisetts General Hospital 
Mensrlal Hall 
Boston City Hall, 1862-1968 
Sever Hall 
University Hall 
Gardner-Pingree HOuse : 
Gô £̂2afî  
TSr?YerHasting8 House 
First Harrison Gray Otis House 
David Sears House 
The Vale 

These sites have been evaluated by the Advlsoxy Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, end Monuments through studies 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I have 
approved the recranoendatlons of the Board. 

As explained in the enclosed folder, each of these sites is eligible 
to receive a certificate and plaque designating it a National 
Historic Landmaxlc. The Director of the National Park Service vlU 
notify the owners axid provide them vlth the proper application 
foxins. 

FEB 2 5 19n 

Dear Senator Brooke: 

I am pleased to inform you that the tolloving 11.ated sites, described 
1n the enclosures, have been found to possess national signiticance 
1n comnemorating the history of the United States. These site• are: 

First Church or Christ 
United Church ot Christ, Congregational 
Old West Church 
st. Paul's Church 
Trinity Church 
First Parish Church 
United States CUstom House, Nev Bedford 
Hem1lton Hall 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Menm-ial Hall 
Boston Cityr Hall, 1862-1968 
Sever Hall 
University Hall 
Gardner-Pingree House a EJece ver Hastings House 
First Harrison GrBiY Otis Bouse 
David Seara House 
The Vale 

These site• have been evaluated by the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Si tea, Buildings, and M:muments through studies 
prepared by the National Survey of Historic Sites and Bulldinga, 
pursuant to the Historic Sites Act or August 21, 1935. I have 
approved the recomnendations ot the ~-

Aa explained in the enclosed told.er, each or these sites is eligible 
to receive a certificate and plaque designating it a National 
Historic Land!Jlll'k. The Director ot the National Park Service v1ll 
notify the ovnera and provide themv1th the proper application 
fol'IDB. 



on the National Begister provides each Landmark with safeguards 
against damage by Federal undertakings and f u l f i l l s one qualifi
cation for participation in a grant-in-aid program to assist 
in i t s preservation. Further Informatiou about these provisions 
of the lav is contained in the enclosed folder describing the 
National Register. 

In recognizing the historical inportance of these sites In your 
State, I wish to cocsBei^ the owners for the care and preservatloa 
of these proporties. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary of the Interior 

Bon. Edward W. Brooke 
United States Senate - " v ^ > '. '' •' 
Washington, D.C, 
Enclosures • .̂ • 
cc: ... • - ••; •. .. 

^ I r e c t o r , Northeast Region ' ; 
/HHS-Mr. Sheely .>? ' .> 

HJSheelyrkp 10/28/70 ' ; ' ^ • 

HP-Mass.-First Church of Christ >>: .̂  
United Church of Christ, Congregational " 
Old West Church . ^ ~ 
St. Paul's Church ,. ' v * • ̂  
Trinity Church 
First Parish Church • " . 
United States Custom House, New Bedford 
Hamilton Hall " . '''"'Vi' _: ' 
Massachusetts General Hospital ' ..: , •. 
Memorial Hall .̂ ' ' V 
Boston City Hall, 1862-1968 

Hall :.:g:..,;,Msî rooirAmoi 

on the National Register provides oaeb J.andmark wltll safeguards 
against damage by Federal Ulldertakinga and fulfills one qualtfi• 
cation for participation in a grant-in-aid program to assist 
.in its preservation. Further information about these, provisions 
ot the law ia contained in the enclosed folder describing the 
National Register. 

In recogniz.1.ng the bJ.storical importance ot these sites in your 
state• I wish to c0Cllll8nd the owners tor the care and proserva-tiou 
of these propo.rt1es. 

Bon. Edward w. Brooke 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.c. 

Bn.closure• 

cc: 

rector, Northeast Region 
-Mr. Sheely 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary ot the Interior 

HJSheely:kp 10/28/70 

HP-Mass.-First Church of Christ 
United Church of Christ, Congregational 
Old West Church 
St . Paul's Church 
Trinity Church 
First Parish Church 
United States Custom House, New Bedford 
Hamilton Hall 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Memorial Hall 
Boston City Hall, 1862-1968 
Sever Hall 
University Hall · BASIC FILE RETAINED IN mf: 



Gardner-Pingree House 
Gore Place 
Oliver Hastings H5use 
First Harrison Gray Otis House 
David Sears House 
The Vale 

Gardner-Pingree House 
Gore Place 
Old:ver Hastings Ht~use 
First Harr ison Gray Otis House 
David Sears House 
The Vale 



O E P A R T M E N T off t h e I N T E R I O R 
n e w s r e l e a s e 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ' . : 

For Release February 28. 1971 Morrow (202) 343-739,4 

. NATIONAL LANDMARK STATUS V ' I v 
" i^ ' ' GIVEN 38 HISTORIC SITES 

' ̂  U Secretary of the Interior Rogers C.B. Morton today announced the 

designation of 38 National Historic Landmarks in New England and the 

Midwest. 

Most of the buildings and areas Involved were designed and built 

during the 19th century, although two — both creations of famed architect 

Frank Lloyd Wright — were built in the early 20th century and a few date 

back to the latter part of the 18th century. 

The new listing includes public buildings, churches, private homes, 
and historic districts. Each National Historic Landmark is considered to 
have historic value to the Nation — not only local or regional 
significance. 

Designation of the 38 sites by Secretary Morton automatically places 
them on the National Register of Historic Places, maintained by the Interior 
Department's National Park Service. 

While not owned or administered by the Service, Historic Landmarks are 
t officially recognized to encourage preservation of historically significant 

properties. Upon request, owners of the landmark sites w i l l receive plaques 
and certificates that commemorate their placement on the Register. 

The latest National Historic landmarks to be recognized Include: 

—Three historic districts in major cities. The Pullman District in 
Chicago, 111., is noted as the fir s t major effort in the United States to 
create a planned industrial community meeting a l l the needs of its residents. 
In Providence, R.I., the College Hill District contains more than 150 
restored buildings which were once the wealthy nucleus of the city. The 
Green Historic District of New Haven, Conn., i s an urban complex dominated by 
three churches built between 1812 and 1816. 

(more) 

DEPARTMENT ol the INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

For Release February 28, 1971 

NATIONAL LANDMARK STATUS 
GIVEN 38 HlSTORIC SITES' 

news release 

Morrow (202) 343-739.4 

Secretary of the Interior Rogers C.B. Morton today announced the 

designation of 38 National Historic Landmarks in New England and the 

Midwest. 

Most of the buildings and areas involved were designed and built 

duriPg the 19th century, although two -- both creations of famed architect 

Frank Lloyd Wright -- were built in the early ~0th century and a few date 

back to the latter part of. the 18t.h century . 

The new listing irtcludes public buildings, churches, private homes, 
and historic districts. Each Nati.onal Historic Landmark is considered to 
have historic value to the Nation -- not only iocal or regional 
significance. 

Designation of the 38 sites by Secretary Morton automatically places 
them on the National Register of Historic Places, maintained by the Interior 
Department's National Park Service . 

While not owned or administered by the Service,. Historic Landmarks are 
officially recognized to encourage preservation of historically significant 
properties. Upon request, owners of thei~n9mark sites will receive pl~ques 
and certificates that commemorate their placement on the Register . 

The latest National Historic landmarks to be recognized include: 

- -Three historic district~ in major cities. The Pullman District in 
Chicago, Ill., is noted as the first major effort in the United States to 
create a planned industr ial community meeting all the needs of its residents. 
In Provide~ce, R.I., the College Hill District contains more than 150 ~ 
restored buildings which were once the wealthy nucleus . of the city. The 
Green 'Historic District of New Hav,en, Conn., is an urban complex dominated by 
three churches built between 1812 and 1816. 

(more) 



—Government and community buildings. The stately Connecticut 
Capitol In New Haven, the picturesque Vermont State House in Montpeller 
and Boston's Old City Hall are representative of different types of 
government architecture. Two United States Custom Houses — the s t i l l -
active Greek Revival structure in New Bedford, Mass., and the now-closed 
Second Empire building in St. Louis, Mo. — Hamilton Hall, an 1806 
community center in Salem, Mass., and a massive 19th century Army post. 
Fort Knox, built near the Canadian-American frontier in Maine are also 
among the newly recognized landmarks. 

—Institutional and Industrial buildings. Three buildings on the 
campus of Harvard University were Included as was the massive Union Station 
railroad building in St. Louis and the original building of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. -

—Private homes, some now converted to museums and clubs, others 
s t i l l used as family residences. Included are several examples of the 
various forms of Federal architecture, and a variety of styles — Greek 
Revival, Italian, Queen Anne, and the Ill i n o i s home designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright — which are outstanding examples of the homes built after 
the Federal period. 

—Religious architecture. From the Gothic Revival style of 
Trinity Church in New Haven's Green Historic District to the modem design 
of the Unity Temple in Oak Park, 111., ecclesiastical buildings have had 
considerable Influence on American architecture. 

Newly designated National Historic Landmarks include: 

--Government and c·ommunity buildings. The stately Connecticut 
Capitol in New Haven, the pictuYesque Vermont State House in Montpelier 
and Boston's Old City Hall are Tepresentative of different types of 
government architecture. Two United States Custom Houses -- the still
active Greek Revival structure in New Bedford, Mass . , and the now-closed 
Second Empire building in St. Louis, Mo. -- Hamilton Hall, an 1806 
community center in Salem, Mass., and a massive 19th century Army post, 
Fort Knox, built near the Canadian-American frontier in Maine are also 
among the newly recognized landmarks. 

--Institutional and industTial buildings. Three buildings on the 
campus of Harvard University were included as was the massive Union Station 
railroad building in St. Louis and the original building of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. 

--Private homes, some now converted to museums and clubs, others 
still used as family residences. Included are several examples of the 
various forms of Federal architecture, and a variety of styles -- Greek 
Revival, Italian, Queen Anne, and the Illinois home designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright -- which are outstanding examples of the homes built after 
the Federal period. 

--Religious architecture. From the Gothic Revival style of 
Trinity Church in New Haven's Green Historic Dis~rict to the modern design 
of the Unity Temple in Oak Park, Ill., ecclesiastical buildings have had 
considerable influence-on American architecture. 

Newly designated National Historic Landmarks include: 



1. New Haven Green Historic D i s t r i c t , bounded by Chapel, College, 
Elm, and Church Streets, New Haven, Connecticut. Between 1812 and 1816, 
three impressive churches were erected on the east side of the New Haven 
Green. Two of the churches, Center Church (1812-14) and United Church 
(1813-15), are outstanding examples of Federal architecture, while 
T r i n i t y Church (1814-16) i s one of the earliest expressions of the 
Gothic Revival style i n America. Boston architect Asher Benjamin drew 
the i n i t i a l plans for Center Church, whose graceful spire s t i l l 
dominates the green, but i t was I t h i e l Town—a former student of 
Benjamin's—who was responsible for the f i n a l design. When his work 
on the brick, neo-classic Center Church was finished, Town turned to 
the design of Tr i n i t y Church, b u i l t of local granite i n the incipient 
Gothic mode for New Haven's Episcopal congregation. The design of 
United Church, the t h i r d structure on the east side of the green, 
shows the influence of John McComb, an early New York architect, 
although i t was Ebenezer Johnson, a local builder, who was responsible 
for i t s construction. A l l three churches preserve their o r i g i n a l 
exterior appearance and, together with the adjacent public buildings, 
form an impressive urban complex distinguished i n the development C~ 
of American architecture and town planning. Open to v i s i t o r s upon 
request. 

2. The Capitol, New Haven. Connecticut. In 1871, the Connecticut 
General Assembly appointed a commission to direct the building of a 
new statehouse. The plans of Richard M. Upjohn of New York were 
selected from a subsequent architectural competition and the f i r s t 
contracts l e t in October of 1872. Eight years l a t e r , the massive 
marble structure was completed at a cost of over two and a half 
m i l l i o n dollars. The Capitol Is an outstanding expression of the 
eclecticism of the High Victorian Gothic style, which reached i t s 
zenith i n the America of the 1870's. Characteristic of the style 
is the profusion of exterior detail borrowed from French, German, 
and I t a l i a n Gothic prototypes and accented through the use of 
varl-colored building materials. Above the rooftop spires and 
pinnacles rises a dome which was formerly topped by a f i f t e e n foot 
bronze statue, removed In 1938, symbolizing the "Genius of 
Connecticut." The dome represents a modification of Upjohn's 
original plan, which called for a t a l l central tower, and was added 
at the insistence of the building committee. Both the exterior 
of the structure and the great Interior rotunda remain unaltered, 
and the Capitol Is open to v i s i t o r s . 

3. Lockwood-Matthews Mansion, 295 West Avenue, Norwalk, 
Connecticut. In 1864, the railroad and steamship magnate LeGrand 
Lockwood commissioned Detlef Llenau, a Danish-bom architect of 
New York, to design a suitable residence for "Elm Park," Lockwood's 
country estate i n Norwalk, Connecticut. The French-trained Llenau 

1. New Haven Green Historic District, bounded by Chapel, College, 
Elm, and Church Streets, New Haven, Conn.ecticut , Between 1812 and 1816, 
three impressive churches were erected on the east side of the New Haven 
Green. Two of the churches, Center Church (1812-14) and United Church 
(1813-15), are outstanding examples 'of Federal architecture, while 
Trinity Church (1814-16) is one of the earliest expressions of the 
Gothic Revival style in America. Boston architect Asher Benjamin drew 
the initial plans for Center Church, whose graceful spire still 
dominates the green, but it was Ithiel 'Town--a former student of 
Benjamin's--who was responsible for the final design. When his work 
on the brick, neo-classic Center Church was finished, Town turned to 
the design of Trinity Church, built of local granite in the incipient 
Gothic mode for New Haven's Episcopal congregation. The design of 
United Church, the third structure on the east side of the green, 
shows the influence of John McComb, an early New York architect, 
although it was Ebenezer Johnson, a local builder, who was responsible 
for its construction, All three churches preserve their original 
exterior appearance and, together with the adjacent public buildings, 
form an impressive urban complex distinguished in the development 
of American architecture and town planning. Open to visitors upon 
request. 

2. The Capitol, New Haven, Connecticut. In 1871, the Connecticut 
General Assembly appointed a commission to direct the building of a 
new statehouse. The plans of Richard M. Upjohn of New Yo~k were 
selected from a subsequent architectural competition and the first 
contracts let in October of 1872 •. Eight years later, the ·massive 
marble structure was completed at a cost of over two and a half 
million dollars. The CapHol is an outstanding expression of the 
eclecticism of the High· Victorian Gothic style, which reached its 
zenith in the America .of the 187O 1s. Characteri~tic of the style 
is the profusion of exterior detail borrowed from French, German, 
and Italian Go'thic· prototypes and accented through the use of 
vari-colored building mater:ials . Above the rooftop s·pires an~ 
pinnacles rises a dome which was formerly topped by a fifteen foot 
bronze statue, removed in 1938, symbolizing the "Genius of 
Connecticut," The dome represents a modification of Upjohn's 
original plan, which called for a tall central tower, and was added 
at the insistence of the building connnittee. Both the exterior 
of the structure and the great interior rotunda remain unaltered, 
and the Capitol is open to visitors . 

3. Lockwood-Matthews Mansion, 295 West Avenue, Norwal~, 
Connecticut. In 1864, the railroad and steamship magnate LeGrand 
Lockwood commissioned Detlef Lienau, a Danish-bom architect of 
New York, to design a suitable residence for "Elm Park," Lockwood's 
country estate in Norwalk, Connecticut. The French-trained Lienau 



produced not only what was perhaps the most sumptuous private home 
built in America up to that time, but also the Nation's f i r s t 
mansion in the "Chateauesque" style, a 19th..century revival of 
French Renaissance forms. Constructed of New England granite 
between 1864 and 1868, the rambling sixty-room house preceded 
by almost twenty years the great chateaux of Newport and Fifth 
Avenue, and was a prelude to the opulence of the Gilded Age. 
Artisans were brought from Europe to execute the lavish interiors, 
with their inlaid woodwork, frescoed walls, bronze chandelier 
medallions, and floors and fixtures of Italian marble. The City 
of Norwalk has owned the mansion since 1941. Although the original 
greenhouses were demolished in 1946 and the landscaped grounds, 
attributed to Frederick Law Olmsted, have been reduced in size, 
the mansion it s e l f i s little-changed. Under the auspices of the 
Junior League, "Elm Park" house is being restored as a museum 
and i s open to the public. 

4. Avery Coonley House, 300 Scottswood Road, Riverside, 
I l l i n o i s . The residence which Frank Lloyd Wright designed and 
built for Mr. and Mrs. Ayery Coonley in Riverside, I l l i n o i s 
between 1907 and 1909 summarized the architect's principles of 
domestic architecture to that date. Wright himself described i t 
as the most successful of his houses of that period. With its 
low, strongly-accented horizontal lines and wide overhanging 
eaves, i t s free-flowing interior spaces, and the harmonious 
blending of site and structure, the Coonley House represents the 
maturation of the Prairie Style developed by Wright. The original 
furniture and fittings for the house were custom-made from Wright's 
designs. In recent years, the lot has been subdivided and the 
house i t s e l f converted into two separate dwellings. However, the 
essential character of the structure, both Inside and out, remains 
unchanged. Not open to visitors. 

5. Pullman Historic District, area east of Cottage Grove Avenue, 
between E. 103d Street and E. 115th Street, Chicago, I l l i n o i s . 
Covering approximately 300 acres in what was formerly the suburban 
village of Hyde Park, the Pullman district was the f i r s t major 
effort in America to create a completely planned model Industrial 
town, incorporating commercial, residential, religious, and 

produced not only what w~s pethaps the most swptuous private home 
built in America up to that time, but also the Nation's first 
mansion in the "Chateauesque" style, a 19th ... century revival of 
French Renaissance foI'D18. Constructed of New England granite 
between 1864 and 1868, the rambling sixty-room house preceded 
by al1DOst twenty years the great chateaux of Newport a~d Fifth 
Avenue, . and was a prelude to the opulence of the Gilded Age. 
Artisans w~re brought from Europe to execute the lavish interiors, 
with their inlaid woodwork, frescoed walls, bronze chandelier 
medallions, and floors and fixtures of Italian marble. The City 
of Norwalk has owned the mansion ·since 1941. Although the original 
greenhouses were demolished in 1946 and the landscaped grounds, 
attributed to Frederick Law Olmsted, have been reduced in size, 
the mansion itself is little-changed. Under the ausp~ces of the 
Junior League, "Elm Park" house is being restored as a museum 
and is open to the public. 

4. Avery Coonley House, 300 Scottswood Road, Riverside, 
Illinois • . The residence which Frank Lloyd Wright designed 1µ1d 
built for Mr. and Mrs. Avery Coonley in Riverside, Illinois 
between 1907 and 1909 summarized the architect's principles of 
domestic architecture to that date. Wright h.imself described it 
as the most successful of his houses of that period. With its 
low, strongly-accented horizontal lines and wide overhanging 
eaves, its free-flowing interior spaces, and the harmonious 
blending of site and structure, the Coonley House represents the 
maturation of the Prairie Style developed by Wright . The original 
furniture and fittings for the house were custom-made from Wright's 
designs. In .recent years, the lot has been subdivided and the 
house itself converted into two separate dwellings. However, the 
essential character of the structure, both inside and out, remains 
unchanged. Not open to visitors. 

5 . Pullman Historic District, area east of Cottage Grove Avenue, 
between E. 103d Street and E. 115th Street, Chicago, Illinois , 
Covering approximately 300 acres in what was formerly the suburban 
village of Hyde Park, the Pullman district was the 'first major 
effort in America to create a completely planned model industrial 
town, incorporating commercial> residential, religious, and 
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recreational f a c i l i t i e s . Here(l)idustrialist George Pullman envisioned 
an ideal community providing both the necessities and amenities iox 
the workers who would reside there and msuiufacture the famous Pullman 
Palace Railroad Car. Landscape Engineer Nathan F. Barrett employed 
the conventional gridiron pattern i n laying o f f the town, which 
featured parks, gas and water mains, and complete sanitary f a c i l i t i e s . 
Between 1880 and 1884, residential rows, a church, public buildings, 
and the factory complex i t s e l f were planned and b u i l t of brick and 
stone i n the prevailing Queen Anne and Romanesque styles under the 
supervision of Solon S. Beman, a young Chicago architect. I r o n i c a l l y , 
this Utopian company town became the scene of the Pullman Railroad 
Strike of 1894, a milestone in the development of the American labor 
movement, after which the conmiunity declined and the structures - , 
passed into private hands. Most of the original buildings remain, »; > ; 
however, and as a predqminantly residential community, Pullman ; 
preserves to a remarkable degree a nineteenth century atmosphere. 

6. Unity Temple, southeast comer of Lake Street and Kenllworth 
Avenue, Oak Park, I l l i n o l a . Unity Temple, which was erected i n 1906-
1907 from the designs of Frank Lloyd Wright, a member of the congregation, 
marks a significant achievement i n the development of modem American 
architecture. Reinforced concrete was here employed for the f i r s t time 
on a monumental scale and i n a decorative manner. Unity Temple also 
broke radically with t r a d i t i o n a l styles i n ecclesiastical architecture. 
Both of these Innovations expressed the emerging concept, of which 
Wright was an ardent proponent and practitioner, that form must follow 
function and building materials be honestly expressed. The two main 
in t e r i o r spaces of the building, the worship area and a center for 
social a c t i v i t i e s , are linked by an entrance h a l l . Each of these units 
is expressed externally as a cube of distinct proportions, visually 
linked to each other by terraces and freestanding l a t e r a l walls. 
Light i s admitted to both the worship area and parish h a l l through 
clerestory windows and skylights. The resulting effect of wall 
surfaces unbroken by windows imparts dignity and permanence to the 
structure, at the same time shutting out the noise of the t r a f f i c on 
busy Lake Street. Except for the replacement i n 1961 of the badly-
weathered pebble-stucco which origi n a l l y covered the building, and the 
changing of the i n t e r i o r color scheme, Unity Temple remains l i t t l e 
altered and i s open to v i s i t o r s . , », 

7. Jonathan Hamilton House, Vaughan's Lane and Old South Road, 
South Berwick, Maine. Colonel Jonathan Hamilton, a merchant of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, b u i l t this comfortable mansion overlooking the Piscataqua 
River i n 1787-1788. I t s beautiful rural setting s t i l l undisturbed, 
the Hamilton House is an outstanding example of a. large New England 

recreational facilities. Here@dustrialist George Pullman envisioned 
an ideal c0111111unity prov:lding both the necess.iti.es and 8lllenities for 
the workers who would reside there and manufacture the famous Pullman 
Palace Railroad Car, Landscape Engineer Nathan. F. Barrett employed 
the conventional gridiron pattern in laying off the town, which 
featured parks, gas and water mains, and complete sanitary facilities. 
Between 1880 and 1884, residential rows, a church, public buildings, 
and the factory complex itself were planned and built of brick and 
stone in the prevaiUtig Queen Anne and Romanesque styles under the 
supervision of Solon s. Beman, a young Chicago architect . Ironically, 
this utopian company' town became the scene of the Pulluaan Railroad 
Strike of 1894, a milestone in the development of the American labor 
movement, after which the community declined and the structures 
passed into private hands. Most of the original buildings remain, 
however, and as a predqminantly residential COllDDunity, Pullman 
preserves to a remarkable degree a nineteenth century atmosphere. 

6. Unitz Temple, southeast corner of Lake Street and Kenilworth 
Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois. 0n·ity Temple, which was erected in 1906-
1907 from the designs of Frank Lloyd Wright, a member of the congregation, 
marks a significant achievement in the development of modern American 
architecture. Reinforced concrete was here employed for the first time 
on a monumental scale and in a decorative manner. Unity Temple also 
.broke radically with traditional styles in ecclesiastical architecture. 
Both of these innovations expressed the emerging concept , of which 
Wright was an ardent proponent and practitioner, that form must follow 
fllllction and building materials be honestly expressed • . · The two main 
interior spaces of the building, the worship area and a center for 
social activities, are linked by an entrance hall. Each of these ~its 
is expressed externallY. ~s a cube of distinct proportions, visually 
linked to each other by terraces and freestanding lateral walls. · 
Light is admitted to both the worship area and parish hall through 
clerestory windows and skylights. The resulting effect of wall 
~urfaces unbroken by windows imparts dignity and permanence to the 
structure, at the same time shutting out the noise of the traffic on 
busy Lake Street. Except for the replacem~nt in 1961 of the badly
weathered pebble-stucco which originaliy covered the build~ng, and the 
changing of the interior color s·<;:heme, Unity Temple remains little 
altered and is open to visitors. 

7. Jonathan Hamilton House, · Vaughan's Lane ~d Old South Road, 
South Berwick, Maine. Colonel Jonathan Hamilton, a merchant of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, built this .comfortable -mansion overlooking the Piscataqua 
River in 1787-1788. Its beautiful rural setting still undisturbed, · 
the. Hamilton House is an outstanding example of~ large New England 
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Georgian country seat. The house i s of frame construction, two-and-
one-half stories i n height, with a steeply pitched hip roof from which 
rise four t a l l chimneys. A broad hallway, flanked by two rooms on 
either side, bisects each of the main floors. Scenic wallpaper i n the 
lower h a l l i s a 1900 reproduction of original paper found i n the house. 
Of special note is the unusual treatment of the dormer windows, 
the gables of which are fronted by broken pediments. Since the 
mansion was deeded to the Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities in 1949, minor alterations of half a century earlier 
have been done away with and the house restored to i t s o r i g i n a l 
appearance. Open to v i s i t o r s . 

8. McLellan-Sweat Mansion, 111 High Street, at the comer of 
Spring Street, Portland, Maine. This three-story brick toxmhouse, 
exemplifying the Adamesque-Federal style of early nineteenth century 
New England, was b u i l t i n 1800 for Hugh McLellan, a r i c h Portland 
merchant. The classical d e t a i l of the semicircular one-story 
entrance portico i s echoed in the handsome entablature which 
is crowned by a delicate wooden balustrade concealing the low 
hipped roof. Above the portico, at the second-floor l e v e l , i s 
a large Palladlan window. The i n t e r i o r of the mansion i s 
characterized by fine carving and plasterwork. From the rear 
of the broad hallway extending through the house, a splendid 
" f l y i n g " staircase ascends without v i s i b l e support to the upper 
floors. In 1907, Mrs. Lorenzo deMedici Sweat, last occupant of 
the mansion, bequeathed the property to the Portland Society of 
Art on the condition that a suitable memorial art museum be 
erected to the memory of her husband. This structure, opened to 
the public i n 1911, stands to the rear of the mansion, which i s 
now part of the museum. 

9. Nickels-Sortwell House, Main at Federal Street (northeast 
comer), Wiscasset, Maine. Owned by the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities since 1958, this Federal period three-story 
frame townhouse was erected by Captain William Nickels, a Yankee 
shipmaster, i n 1807-1808. The mansion became a hotel from 1820 
u n t i l 1920, when i t was purchased by Alvln F. Sortwell and refurbished 
for residential use. Clearly expressed i n the original design is the 
Influence of Charles Bulfinch. The five-bay facade consists of a blind 
arcade at the f i r s t - f l o o r l e v e l , supporting six rather attenuated 

Georgian country seat. The house is of frame construction, twcrand
one-half stories in height, with a. steeply pitched hip roof from which 
rise four tall chimneys. A broad hallway, flanked by two rooms on 
either side, bisects each of the main floors. Scenic wallpaper in the 
lower hall is a 1900 reproduction of original paper found in the house. 
Of special note is the unusual treatment of the dormer windows, 
the gables of which are fronted by· broken pediments. Since the 
mansion was deeded to the Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities in 1949, minor alterations of half a century earlier 
have been done away with and the house restored to its original 
appearance. Open to visitors. 

8. McLellan-Sweat Mansion, 111 High Street, at the corner of 
Spring Street, Portland, Maine. This three-story brick townhouse, 
exemplifying the Adamesque-Federal. style of early nineteenth century 
New England, was built in 1800 for Hugh McLellan, a rich Portland 
merchant . The classical detail Qf the semicircular one-story 
entrance portico is echoed . in the handsome entablature which 
is crowned by a delicate wooden balustrade concealing the low 
hipped roof. Above the portico, at the second-floor level, is 
a large Palladian window,· The interior of the mansion is 
characterized _by fine carving and plasterwork. From .the rear 
of the broad hallway · extending through the house·, · a splendid 
"flying" staircase ascends without visible support to the upper 
floors, In 1907, Mrs. Lorenzo deMedici Sweat, last occupant of 
the mansion, bequeathed the property to the Portland Society of 
Art on the condition that a suitable memorial art museum be 
erected to the memory of her husband. This st,:ucture, opened to 
the public in 1911, stands to · the rear of the mansion, which is 
now part of th.e museum. 

9. Nickels-Sortwell House, Main at Federal Street (northeast 
corner), Wiscasset, Maine. Owned by the Society for the· Preservation 
of New England Antiquities since 1958, this Federal period three-story 
frame townhouse was erected by ·Captain William Nickels, a Y~kee 
shipmaster, in 1807-1808. The mansion became a hotel from 1820. 
until 1920, when it was purchased by Alvin F. Sortwell and refurbished 
for residential use, Clearly expressed in the original design is the 
influence of Charles Bulfinch. The five-bay facade consists of a blind 
arcade at the first-floor level, supporting six rather attenuated 
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Corinthian pilasters which articulate the bays of the second and 
t h i r d stories. The central bay contains a handsome fanlight doorway, 
with a Palladlan window above, and a semicircular lunette at the t h i r d 
floor level. Sortwell added the small Corinthian portico, which dates 
from 1918. Today the mansion i s furnished and open to v i s i t o r s as 
a museimi. 

10. Morae-Llbby House, 109 Danforth Street, Portland, Maine. The 
Morse-Libby House ranks among the finest and least altered I t a l i a n 
V i l l a - s t y l e mansions i n America. I t was b u i l t as a sximmer home for 
Ruggles Sylvester Morse, a New England-bom hotel keeper of 
New Orleans, and was designed by Henry Austin, a New Haven, 
Connecticut architect. Construction began i n 1859, but the C i v i l War 
delayed completion of the residence u n t i l 1863. The wide, bracketed 
eaves and asymmetrical plan, as well as the low roof p r o f i l e broken 
by a central tower, are characteristic of the I t a l i a n V i l l a style. 
The mansion l a constructed of b r i c k stuccoed to simulate ashlar* 
Artist-decorator Giovanni Guidirini executed the elaborate I n t e r i o r s , 
which feature hand-painted frescoes, mantelpieces of Carrara marble, 
and omate woodwork fashioned of Santo Domingo mahogany, Brazilian 
rosewood, and walnut. Acquired by J. R. Libby, a Portland merchant, 
i n 1895, the house was donated in 1943 to the Victoria Society of 
Maine Women, who now maintain i t as a museum open to the public. 

11. Fort Knox, near Prospect, Maine. The construction of Fort Knox 
resulted from the heated dispute between the United States and 
Great Britain over the Canadian-American boundary. Begun i n 1844, 
the f o r t was v i r t u a l l y complete when work on i t was permanently 
halted twenty years later, during the C i v i l War. The post was 
named i n honor of General Henry Knox, a hero of the Revolution, 
Secretary of War under President Washington, and a resident of Maine. 
Garrisoned only b r i e f l y , from 1863 to 1866 and again during the 
Spanish-American War, Fort Knox was sold by the Federal Government 
to the State of Maine i n 1923, at a fraction of i t s original cost. 
The structure i s pentagonal in shape and commands a sweeping view 
of the Penobscot River. I t s massive granite walls, protected 
on the landward side by a drymoat and sloping glacis, or earthwork, 
are forty feet thick. Storage rooms, stables, and quarters for 
officers and enlisted men are arranged about an Inner courtyard, 
while bombproofs are located beneath the parade ground. Fort Knox 
is maintained as a state park open to v i s i t o r s and i s a superb 
example of a nineteenth-century coastal f o r t i f i c a t i o n . 

Corinthian pilasters which articulate · the bays of the second and 
third stories. The central bay contains a handsome fanlight doorway, 
with a Palladian window above, and a semicircular lunette at the third 
floor level . Sortwell added the small Corinthian portico, which dates 
from 1918, Today the mansion is furnished and open to visitors as 
a museum, 

10, Morse-Libby House, 10·9 Danforth Street, Portland, Maine. The 
Morse-Libby House ranks among the finest and least altered Italian 
Villa-style mansions in America. It was built as a summer home for 
Ruggles Sylvester Morse, a New England-born·hotel ·keeper of 
New Orleans, and was designed by Henry Austin, a New Haven, 
Connecticut architect. Construction began in 1859, but the Civil War 
delayed completion of the residence until 1863, The wide ~ bracketed 
eaves and asymmetrical plan, as well as the low roof profile broken 
by a central tower, are characteristic of the Italian Villa style. 
The mansion is constructed of brick stuccoed ·to simulate ashlar . 
Artist-decorator Giovanni Guidirini executed the elaborate interiors, 
which feature hand-paint'ed frescoes, mantelpieces of Carrara marble, 
and ornate woodwork fashioned of Santo Domingo mahogany,. Brazilian 
rosewood, and walnut, Acquired by J, R, Libby, a Portland merchant, 
in 1895, the house was donated in 1943 to the Victoria Society of 
Maine Women, who now maintain .it a.a a museum open to .the public, 

ll, Fort Knox, near Prospect, Mai·ne, The construction of Fort Knox 
resulted from the heated dispute between the United States and 
Great Britain over the .Canadian-American boundary, Begun in 1844, 
the fort was virtually complete when work on it was permanently 
halted twenty years later, 'during the C:i.vil Wa1•. The post was 
named in honor of. General Henry Knox, a hero of the Revolution, 
Secretary of War under President W'ashi~gton, and· a Tesident of Maine , 
Garrisoned only briefly, from 1863 to 1866 arid again during the 
Spanish-American War, Fort Knox was sold by the Federal Government 
to the State of Maine in 1923, at a fraction of its original cost, 
The structure is pentagonal iri shape and commands a sweeping view 
of the Penobscot River. Its massive granite walls, protected 
on the landward side by a drymoat and sloping glacis, or earthwork, 
are forty feet thick, Storage roo,ms, stable~, and quarters for 
officers and enlisted men are arranged about an inner courtyard, 
while bombproofs are located beneath the parade ground. Fort Knox 
is maintained as a state park open to ~isitors and is a superb 
example of a nineteenth-century coastal fortification . 
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12, F i r s t Church of Christ, Lancaster, Massachusetts, Dedicated on 
January 1, 1817, the First Church of Christ i n Lancaster i s perhaps 
the finest of the existing New England churches designed by Charles 
Bulfinch, While the original plans were somewhat modified by the 
master builder, Thomas Hearsay, the essential Bulfinch character was 
preserved. Neither central heating nor a r t i f i c i a l l i g h t i n g have 
been introduced. The church faces the town common and i s distinguished 
by i t s monimiental triple-arched brick portico, articulated by white 
Roman Doric pilasters supporting a f u l l entablature and pediment. A 
well-proportioned wooden belfry, topped by a cupola and surrounded 
by flu t e d Ionic columns, crowns the square central clock tower. 
The tower i s flanked by curved wooden parapets adomed with a sun
burst pattem. In the facade of the F i r s t Church of Christ, Bulfinch 
imparted monumentality to the simple rectangular proportions of the 
tr a d i t i o n a l New England meetinghouse. A chapel added to the rear 
of the church i n 1881 represents the only exterior alteration. The 
decorative wall panels and plaster molding i n the audience room date 
from 1900, but the fine p u l p i t , pews, galleries, and i n t e r i o r blinds 
are o r i g i n a l . Open to v i s i t o r s upon request. 

13, New Old South Church, 645 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Overlooking Copley Square, the New Old South Church i s an ecclesiastical 
expression of the High Victorian style of architecture, which reached 
I t s American heyday i n the 1870's. The edifice, completed i n 1874, 
was designed by the Boston firm of Cummings and Sears after the manner 
of a North I t a l i a n Gothic Church. The cruciform auditorium was, 
however, t r a d i t i o n a l l y Congregational i n arrangement, with pews 
grouped about an elaborately-carved central pulpit. Stained glass 
windows illuminating the i n t e r i o r were designed by Clayton and Bell 
of London and were installed a year after the church was completed. 
Characteristically High Victorian i s the use of various types of stone 
to achieve the polychromatic effect which distinguishes the exterior 
walls and 245-foot campanile of the church. When the campanile began 
to lean dangerously, i t was dismantled, each stone nimibered, and 
reconstructed i n 1937 on a steel skeleton. At this time i t was 
reduced ten feet i n height. Otherwise, New Old South Church retains 
i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. Open to v i s i t o r s . 

14, Old West Church, 131 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Old West Church, designed and b u i l t for a Congregational parish by Asher 
Benjamin i n 1806, became the prototype for many other New England churches 
when i t s plan and elevation appeared i n Benjamin's The American Builders' 
Companion. published the same year. The main body of the church i s 

12. First Church of Ch.rist, Lancaster, Massachusetts. Dedicated on 
January 1, 1817, the First Church of Christ in Lancaster is perhaps 
the finest of the existing New England churches designed by Charles 
Bulfinch.. While the original plans were somewhat modified by the 
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by its monumental triple-arched brick portico, articulated by white 
Roman Doric pilasters supporting a full entablature and pediment. A 
well-proportioned wooden belfry, topped by a cupola and surrounded 
by fluted Ionic columns, crowns the square central clock tower. 
The tower is flanked by curved wooden parapets adorned with a sun~ 
burst pattem. In the facade of the First Church of Christ, Bulfinch 
imparted monumentality to the simple rectangulai proportions of the 
traditional New England meetinghouse. A chapel added to the rear 
of the church in 1881 represents the only exterior alteration. The 
decorative wall panels and plaster molding in the audience room date 
from 1900, but the fine pulpit, pews, galleries, and interior blinds 
are original. Open to visitors upon request. 

13, New Old South Church1 645 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Overlooking Copley Square, the New Old South Church is an ecclesiastical 
expression of the High Victorian style of architecture, which reached 
its American heyday in the 1870's. The edifice, completed in 1874, 
was designed by the Boston firm of Cummings and Sears after the manner 
of a North Italian Gothic Church. The cruciform auditorium was, 
however, traditionally Congregational in arrangement, with pews 
grouped about an elaborately-carved central pulpit. Stained glass 
windows illuminating the interior were designed by Clayton and Bell 
of London and were installed a year after the church was completed. 
Characteristically High Victorian is the use of various types of stone 
to achieve the polychromatic effect which distinguishes the exterior 
walls and 245-foot campanile of the church. When the campanile began 
to lean dangerously, it was dismantled, each stone numbered, and 
reconstructed in 1937 on a steel skeleton. At this time it was 
reduced ten feet in height. Otherwise, New Old South Church retains 
its original appearance. Open. to visitors. 

14. Old West Church1 131 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts . 
Old West Church, designed and built for a Congregational parish by Asher 
Benjamin in 1~06, became the prototype for many other New England churches 
when its plan and elevation appeared in Benjamin's The American Builders' 
Companion, published the same year. The main body of the church is 

6 



seventy feet square and is lighted by two tiers of windows. Its 
puritanical simplicity is relieved by the restrained embellishment 
of the projecting porch, which contains a narthex as well as 
meeting rooms, and rises three fu l l stories to a clock tower and * 
square, domed belfry. Pilasters and an entablature of the Doric 
order are applied at the third-story level, while a brick parapet 
behind conceals the low-pitched gable roof covering the main body 
of the church. In 1896 the building was remodelled as a library, 
although the galleries and domed ceiling were retained. The 
present pews, pulpit, and organ case in the rear gallery have 
been installed since 1963, when, following an order by the 
Massachusetts General Court, the structure once more became a 
church. Open to visitors. 

15. St. Paul's Church, 136 Tremont Street. Boston. Massachusetts, 
Alexander Parris and Solomon Willard were commissioned in 1819 to 
design and build a church after the manner of a Grecian temple for 
the newly-formed Episcopal Parish of St. Paul, Completed in 1820, 
St. Paul's was the f i r s t important Greek Revival structure in 
New England, and contrasted with Boston's prevalent Georgian and Federal 
architecture, Aquia Creek sandstone from Virginia was used in the con
struction, and the Ionic capitals for the six columns fronting the 
church were carved by Willard himself. Inside as well as out, St. Paul's 
remains largely unchanged. The chancel, patterned after that of 
St. Paul's Cathedral in London, dates from 1927. However, the box 
pews, clear-glass windows, and rear gallery are original. In 1912, 
St, Paul's became the cathedral church for the Episcopal Diocese of 
Massachusetts. Open to visitors. 

16. Trinity Church, Boylston Street at Copley Square, Boston, 
Massachusetts, In 1870, under the leadership of their famous rector. 
Dr. Phillips Brooks, the congregation of Trinity parish determined 
to relocate in the Back Bay area of Boston. The resulting church 
and adjoining parish hall were completed in 1877 from the plans 
of the New York architect, Henry Hobson Richardson, and represent the 
fi r s t mature expression of a style which became known as "Richardsonian 
Romanesque." Trinity Church established i t s forty-two year old 
designer's reputation, and over the next twenty years was widely 
imitated throughout America. In designing Trinity Church, Richardson 
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behind conceals the low-pitched gable roof covering the main.body 
of the church. In 1896 the building was remodelled as ·a library, 
although the galleries and domed ceiling were retained, Th.e 
present pews, pulpit, and organ case in the rear gallery have 
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Massachusetts, In 1870, under the leadership of _their famous rector, 
Dr, ·Phillips Brooks, the congregation of Trinity parish· determined 
to relocate in the Back Bay area of. Boston. The resulting church 
and adjoining parish hall were completed in 1877 from the plans 
of the New York architect, Henry Hobson. Richardson, and represent the 
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freely rendered and personalized hia impressions of Romanesque 
prototypes i n Europe. The massive central tower, inspired by the 
old cathedral at Salamanca, Spain, rests on four enormous granite 
piers forming the crossing of the vaulted i n t e r i o r . In i t s 
lightness and richness of color, this i n t e r i o r — t h e work of John 
LaFarge-—contrasts sharply with the somber massivenesa of the 
exterior. The porches and capplngs for the twin towers of the 
facade were completed In 1894-97, following Richardson's death, by 
Hugh Shepley, and reflect i n style i f not i n s p i r i t Richardson's 
unexecuted plans, Open to v i a i t o r a , 

17. Flrat Pariah Church, 1266 Hancock Street, Quincy. Massachusetts. 
Architecturally, the First Pariah Church of Quincy represents the 
transition between the Federal and Greek Revival atyles. I t s massive 
tetrastyle Doric portico, the monolithic columns of which weigh 
25 tons each, la Grecian i n Inspiration, but the plan as well as the 
I n t e r i o r d e t a i l of the main body of the church, with i t s graceful 
arched windows, remains largely within the earlier Federal and 
Georgian t r a d i t i o n . Built i n 1827-28 of Quincy blue granite, the 
church was designed by Alexander Parris of Boston. A fine mahogany 
pulpi t dominates the galleried i n t e r i o r , which features an 
exquisitely-plastered dome i n the center of the ceil i n g . Beneath 
the vestibule l i e buried both John Adams and his son, John Quincy 
Adams, together with their wives. An impbtrusive rear wing 
dating from 1889 constitutes the only change to the church since 
i t was b u i l t . In 1961-64, the church underwent restoration and 
stands today i n good condition. Open to v i a i t o r s . 

18, United Statea Custom House, Southwest comer of Second and 
Williams Street, New Bedford, Maaaachusetts. Robert Mills la 
generally credited with the design for four Greek Revival custom 
houses b u i l t i n New England between 1834 and 1836. Of these, the 
New Bedford custom house, which was completed i n 1836, i s the 
largest and perhaps the beat architecturally. The design i s a 
partic u l a r l y interesting example of the creative use of Greek 
precedent, for although the t o t a l effect i s recognizably Greek Doric, 
this i s achieved by a l l sorts of non-Greek means. Molding profiles are 
changed, triglyphs and mutules omitted, and richness and power obtained 
by a carefully studied use of stone textures and the variation of 
rock-faced and tooled granite. The parapet crowning the low hipped 

freely rendered and personalized his impressions of Romanesqu~ 
prototypes in ~urop~ •. The massive central tower, inspired by the 
old cathedra1 at ~alamanca, Spain, rests on four ' enormous granite 
piers forming the crossing of the vaulted 'in~erior. .In. it$ 
lightness and richness .of color, this interior--the worK of John 
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exterior, The porches and cappings for the· twin towers of the 
facade were cpmpleted in 1894-97, following Richardson's death, by 
Hugh Shepley, and . reflect in style if not in spirit Richardson's 
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tetrastyle Doric portico, the monolithic columns of which weigh 
25 tons each, is Grecian ip inspiration, but the plan as well as the 
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church was designed by Alexander Parris of Boston. ,A fine mahogat:ly 
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exquisitely-plastered dome. in the center of the ceiling. Beneath 
the vestibule lie burie~ ·both John Adams and his son, John Quincy 
Adams, together with t~eir. wives. An unpbtrusive rear wing . 
dating from 1889 constitutes the only change to the church since 
it was built. In 1961-6~, the church underwent restoration and 
stands today in good conditi.on. Open to visitors. 

18, United States Custom House, Southwest comer of Second and 
Williams Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts. Robert Mills is 
generally credited with the design for four Greek Revival custom 
houses built in New England between 1834 and 1836. Of these, the 
New Bedford custom house, which was completed in 18J6, is the 
largest and perhaps the best architecturally . The design is a 
particularly interesting example of the creative use of Greek 
precedent, for although the total effect is recognizably .Greek Doric, 
this is achieved by all sorts of non-Greek means. Molding profiles are 
changed, triglyphs and mutules omitted, and richness and power obtained 
by a carefully studied use of stone textures and the variation of 
rock-faced and tooled granite, The parapet crowning the low hipped 
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roof i s a reconstruction. The two-story structure, with i t s 
monumental four-column portico, i s outwardly l i t t l e altered, and 
s t i l l serves as a customs house and post off i c e . Open to 
v i s i t o r s , 

19. Hamilton Hall, 9 Cambridge Street, Salem, Massachusetts. 
Hamilton Hall was b u i l t i n 1806 as a social center for the c i t y of 
Salem, I t s architect was Samuel Mclntire, whose private residences 
s t i l l grace Salem streets, and Hamilton Hall is a major example of 
Mclntire's public architecture. The l a t e r a l walls of the rectangular 
three-story brick structure feature five great Palladlan windows with 
recessed panels above. In the center panel on each side, Mclntire 
placed a carved eagle symbolizing the young American republic. The 
spacious ballroom, occupying the upper two stories, retains i t s 
original spring dance floor and a gallery for Musicians arid 
spectators. Hamilton Hall has been the scene of the annual Salem 
Assemblies b a l l and other Salem cultural events for over a century 
and a half. Ownership is vested i n a corporation representing the 
Assemblies. Open to v i s i t o r s . _ _ . . .t;,.t;.„:__̂  

20. Massachusetts General Hospital, Fruit Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts. In addition to i t s h i s t o r i c a l associations with the 
development of American medicine, the original building of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital i s a monument to two of Boston's 
foremost early architects, aa well as one of the few early American 
hospitals s t i l l extant. The structure was designed by Charles 
Bulfinch and b u i l t by Alexander Parris between 1818 and 1823. 
Bulfinch incorporated into his plans a number of features from 
hospitals which he had previously v i s i t e d i n New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore. One of these i s the c l i n i c a l amphitheater, patterned 
after that of the Pennsylvania Hospital, on the top floor beneath 
a domed skylight. As the site of the f i r s t operation i n which ether 
was used, the amphitheater was separately designated as a National 
Historic Landmark in 1965. In 1844-46, wings harmonizing i n style 
with the older structure were added to either side of the building. 
At the same time, the i n t e r i o r was greatly altered. Today the 
hospital, distinguished by i t s great Ionic portico, i s dwarfed by 
the modem medical complex which has grown up around i t . The 
building is now used for c l i n i c a l research, but portions of i t are 
open to the public. 

roof is a reconstruction, The two.-story structure, with. its 
monuinental four-column portico, is outwardly little altered, and 
still serves as a custo~ house and' post offi.ce. Open to 
visitors. 

19. Hamilton Hall, 9 Cambridge Street, Salem, Massachusetts, 
Hamilton Hall was built in 1806 as:· a social center· for the cit¥ of 
Salem, Itsi architect was Samuel McIntire, whose private residences 
still gtace Salem streets, and Hamilton Hall is a major example of · 
Mcintire's .public architecture. The lateral walls of the rectangular 
three-story brick structure feature five great Palladian windows wit.h 
recessed panels above. · In the center 'panel on ·each side, McIntire 
placed a carved ·eagle symbolizing the young American· republic. The 
spacious ballroom, occupying the apper . two stories~ retains its · 
original spring dance· -floor and a gallery · for musicians · arid 
spectators . Hamilton Hall has been the scene of the annual Salem 
Assemblies ball and other Salem cultural events for over a century 
and a half. Ownership is· vested in a corporation representing the 
Assemblies , Open to visitors. 

20. Massachusetts General Hospital, Fruit Street, ·Bo·ston, 
Massachusetts. · rn addition to its historical associations with the 
develop~nt ·of American -medicine, the original building of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital is a monument · to two of Boston's 
foremost early architects, as well as one of the· few early American 
hospitals still extant . The structure was ·designed by Charles 
Bulfinch and built by Alexander Parris between 1818 and 1823. 
Bulfinch incorporated into his plans a number· of features from 
hospitals 'which he had previously visited in New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore. One of these is the clinical amphitheater, patterne·d 
after· that of the Pennsylvania• Hospital, on the top floor be·neath 
a ·domed skylight . As the si.te of the first operation in which ether 
was used", the amphitheater .was ·separately designated as a National · 
Historic Landmark : in 1965 . · In 1844-46·, wings harmonizing in styl e· 
with the older structure· we-re ad'ded to eithei; side of the building, 
At the same time, the interior was greatly altered, Today the 
hospital, d:1,stinguished by its :great :.Ionic :portico, is dwarfed by · 
the modern :medical . complex which · has grown· .up around it, 'l'.he . 
building -is -now used -for clinical research, but portions of it- are 
open ·to the·· public. 



21. Memorial Hall, Harvard University campus, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Memorial Hall, erected to commemorate Harvard 
graduates who fell during the Civil War, ia a major architectural 
landmark of late nineteenth-century America. It was dedicated in 
1878 and is one of the most ecclesiastical-appearing of al l the 
secular buildings executed in the High Victorian Gothic style. 
A cruciform plan defines the three great interior spaces of the 
structure: a refectory, the memorial room, and a semicircular 
auditorium. Clerestory stained glass windows and, originally, a 
tall pinnacled spire above the central tower, further emphaaized 
the ecclesiastical spirit which Henry Van Brunt, the architect, 
imparted to Memorial Hall. The combination of brick and stone 
building materials in the exterior wall treatment and the 
utilization of varicolored roof tile i s characteristically High 
Victorian. Except for the spire, which burned in the 1940's. 
Memorial Hall stands largely as it was built and s t i l l serves 
the academic commxmity. Open to visitors. 

22. Old City Hall. School at Providence Street. Boston. 
Maasachuaetta. The cosmopolitan taste of mid-nineteenth century 
Boston was reflected by the city hall completed in 1865. Suggesting 
the Renaissance-inspired character of the New Louvre C1852-1857) 
In the Paris of Napoleon I I I , the Boston City Hall was the first 
American governmental structure in the Second Empire style and the 
precursor for such great public buildings of the 1870's as the 
St. Louis Custom House and Post Office. Plans for the city hall, 
upon which construction began in 1862, were prepared by the Boston 
architects, Gridley Bryant and Arthur D. Gllman, The granite 
structure rises three floors above a basement, with a projecting 
four-story entrance pavilion. Its Continental origin is expressed 
in the high mansard roof and the bold three-dimensional effect of 
its omate facade. In 1968, the present city hall was occupied 
and the earlier stmcture is now undergoing restoration and renovation 
for office use. As i t represented a stylistic departure when built, 
the 1865 city hall today is a notable example of the imaginative 
adaptation of an old building to a new purpose. Open to visitors. 

23. Sever Hall. Harvard Yard, Harvard University, Cambridge. 
Massachusetts. Recognizing the predominantly Georgian and Federal 
setting amid which he was building, H. H. Richardson created a 
structure at once innovative yet harmonious when he designed Sever 
Hall, completed in 1880. The noted architectural historian 
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Henry^Russell Hitchcock has called this achievement "an almost unique 
masterpiece of the incredibly difficult art of building in harmony 
with the fine work of the past and yet creating a new style for a * 
new day." Richardson has here abandoned the granite and brownstone, 
which were his usual media, for the red brick of the adjacent 
structures. The symmetry and low-pitched roof of Sever Hall v- * 
further relate i t to Harvard's traditional architectural character. 
Detailing and total effect, however, are unmistakably Richardsonian 
Romanesque. The principal entrance consists of a deeply-recessed 
low Syrian arch framed by a brick molding. Projecting round bays 
flank the entrance, their conical roofs breaking the simplicity 
of the eavellne. Molded brick beltcourses and horizontal bands of 
windows further emphasize the Richardsonian quality of the building. 
S t i l l used as a classroom building, Sever Hall i s open to visitors. 

24. Univeraity Hall, Harvard Yard, Harvard University Campus, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Among the outstanding apecimena of public 
architecture designed by Boston's Charlea Bulfinch i s University Hall 
at Harvard, The granite structure was completed in 1815 aa a 
"Commons Hall," housing four dining rooms—one for each claaa—on 
the firat floor, and a chapel and recitation rooms on the upper two 
floors. Kitchens were in the basement. 

Rectangular in shape, the stmcture i s crowned by a low hipped roof. 
A rather austere west facade, fourteen bays long, i s relieved by two 
slightly projecting entrance pavilions, each adomed by a pair of 
fluted Ionic pilasters faahioned of wood and painted white. The two 
doorwaya are crowned by fanlights and are emphasized by the surrounding 
rustication. Originally, a one-story colonnade, which represented a 
modification of Bulfinch's design, extended acrosa the middle portion 
of the west facade. The portico was removed in 1842, and in 1917 the 
stairs called for in the i n i t i a l plana were added to the east facade. 
Although substantial interior alteration has occurred, the essential 
character of University Hall is well-preaerved, and today i t houaes the 
officea of the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences aa well aa the 
Deans of Harvard College. Open to viaitors. 

25. Gardner-Pingree House. 128 Essex Street, Salem, Maasachuaetta. 
Generally regarded as the masterpiece of Salem's famous architect and 
woodcarver, Samuel Mclntire, the Gardner-Pingree House was built in 
1804-05 for John Gardner, a wealthy merchant. Three stories high, with 
a two-atory e l l projecting to the rear, the brick mansion has the light, 
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Romanesque, The principal entrance consists of a deeply-recessed 
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at Harvard. The granite structure was comple.ted in 1815 as a 
"Commons Hall," housing four dining rooms--one for each class--on 
the first floor, and a chapel and recitation rooms on the upper two 
floors. Kitchens were in the basement . 
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A rather austere west facade, fourteen bays long, is relieved by two 
slightly pr.ojecting entrance pavilions, each adorned by a pair of 
fluted tonic pilasters fashioned of wood and painted whi~e. The two 

.doorways are crowned by fanlights and are emphasized by the surrounding 
rustication, Originally, a one-s~ory colonnade, which represented a 
modification of Bulfinch.' s design, extended across the middle portion 
of the west facade.. The pordco was removed in 1842, and in 1917 the 
stairs called for in the initial plans were added to the east facade.· 
Although substantial interior alteration. has. occurred, the essential 
character of University Hall is well-preserved, and today it houses the 
offices of the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences as well as the 
Deans of Harvard College. Open to visitors. 

· 25. Gardner-Pingree .House, 128 Essex Street, Salem, Massachusetts . 
Generally· regarded as the masterpiece of Salem's famous architect and 
woodcarver, Samuel McIntire, the Gardner-Pingree House was built in 
1804-05 for John Gardner, a wealthy merchant. Three stories high, with 
a two-st9ry ell projecting to the rear, the brick mansion has the light, 
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reatrained neoclaasical elegance characterlatic of Mclntire. The 
second and t h i r d floora are defined by atone belt coursea, while a 
balustraded parapet surmounts the modillioned cornice. The 
fanlight doorway, aheltered by a small e l l i p t i c a l Corinthian 
portico, opens into a spacious central h a l l flanked by two rooms 
on either aide, Mantela, comices, and trim surrounding the door
waya are r i c h l y carved i n the Adamesque manner, and except for 
the reconstructed balustrade of the staircase, a l l i n t e r i o r 
woodwork i s o r i g i n a l , 

David Pingree acquired the mansion i n 1834 and a century l a t e r his 
descendants gave i t to the Essex I n s t i t u t e , In excellent condition 
and open to v i s i t o r s , the Gardner-Pingree House is today maintained 
as a museum, 

26, Gore Place. 52 Gore Street, Waltham, Massachusetts. In 1799, 
while i t s owners were abroad, the country seat of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Gore at Waltham, Massachusetts was destroyed by f i r e . Later, i n Paris, 
Mrs. Gore worked closely with the French architect Jacques Guillaimie 
Legrand to design a new brick mansion which arose i n 1805-06 to replace 
the old one. Known as Gore Place, this residence i s one of the most 
sophisticated examples of Adamesque architecture i n the United States. 
The two-and-a-half story central bloc, covered by a low hipped roof 
with an octagonal cupola, i s flanked by one-and-a-half story hyphens 
and end pavilions to form a five-part composition. Twin fanlight 
doorways open into two foyers paved with blocks of white and blue-gray 
marble. From one of the entrance h a l l s , a graceful s p i r a l staircase 
aacends to the second floor. A great oval-ahaped dining room, with a 
fifteen-foot c e i l i n g , ia exteriorally delineated by the e l l i p t i c a l 
bow i n the south (rear) facade. From the dining room and adjacent 
breakfast room and l i b r a r y , t a l l triple-hung windows overlook a sweeping 
lawn. The landscaped grounds at Gore Place were l a i d out by Robert 
Murray, an English gardner, between 1835 and 1846. Since 1935, the 
mansion and 76 acres surrounding i t have been owned by the Gore Place 
Society, Inc., who maintain i t as a house museum open to v i s i t o r s . 

27. Oliver Hastings House, 101 Brattle Street. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. While the In t e r i o r of this xmusual Greek Revival 
residence has been subdivided into apartments, the exterior has been 
l i t t l e - a l t e r e d since i t was b u i l t for Oliver Hastings, a Boston 
businessman, i n 1845. Departing from the r e c t i l i n e a r i t y of academic 
Greek Revival, the Hastings house achieves a regional i n d i v i d u a l i t y 
i n i t s "bow-front" facade, popular i n Federal Boston, and curved 
projecting two-story wings. A semicircular entrance portico ahelters 
the entrance, while at the second-story level of the facade, luug 
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restrained. neoclassical elegance characteristic of McIntire. The 
second and third floors are defined by stone belt courses, while a 
balustraded parapet surmounts the modillioned cornice, The · . 
fanlight doorway, sheltered by a ~mall elliptical Corinthian 
portico, opens into a spacious central hall flanked by two rooms 
on either side, Mantels, cornices, and trim surrounding the door
ways are richly carved in the Adamesque manner, and except for 
the reconstructed balustrade of the staircase, all interior 
woodwork is original, 

David Pingree acquired the mansion in 1834 and a century later his 
descendants gave it to the Essex Institute, In excellent condition 
and open to visitors, the Gardner-PingTee House is today maintained 
as a museum, 

26, Gore Place. 52 Gore Street, Waltham, Massachusetts. In 1799, 
while its owners were abroad, ·the country seat of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Gore at Waltham, Massachusetts was destroyed by fire. Later, in Paris, 
Mrs , Go~e worked closely with the French architect Jacques Guillaume 
Legrand to design a new brick mansion which arose in 1805~06 to replace 
the old one. Known as Gore Place, this residence is one of the most 
sophisticated examples of Adamesque architecture in the United States. 
The two-and-a-half story central bloc, covered by a low hipped roof 
with an octagonal cupola, is flanked by one-and-a-half story hyphens 
and end pavilions to form a five-part composition. Twin fanlight 
doorways open into two foyers paved with blocks of white and blue-gray 
marble, From one of the entrance halls, a graceful spiral staircase 
ascends to the second floor. A great oval-shaped dining room, with a 
fifteen-foot ceiling, is exteriorally delineated by . the elliptical 
bow in the south (rear) facade, From the dining room and adjacent 
breakfast room and library, tall triple-hung windows oveflook a sweeping 
lawn. The landscaped grounds at Gore Place were laid out by Robert 
Murray, an English gardner, between 1835 and 1846. Since 1935, the 
mansion and 76 acres surrounding it have been owned by the Gore Plac~ 
Society, Inc,, who maintain it ·as a house museum open to visitors, 

27, Oliver Hastings House, 101 Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, While the interior of this unusual Greek Revival 
residence has been subdivided into apartments, the exterior has been 
little-altered since it was built for Oliver Hastings, a Boston 
businessman, in 1845. Departing from the rectilinearity of academic 
Greek Revival, the Hastings house achieves a regional individuality 
in its "bow-front" facade, popular in Federal Boston, an~ curved 
projecting two-story wings. A semicircular entrance portico_ shelters 
the entrance, while at t fie second-story level of the facade, loug 
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French windows open onto hooded cast-iron balconies, A monitor roof 
further distlnguiahea the mansion from more conventional Greek Revival 
structures. The home of Bishop William Lawrence for many years, the ; 
Hastings Houae became the property of the Episcopal Theological 
School i n 1950, Not open to v i s i t o r s , 

28, Flrat Harrison Gray Otis House, 141 Cambridge Street. Boston, 
Maasachuaetta. The f i r s t Harrison Gray Otis House, designed by », 
Charles Bulfinch and erected i n 1795-96, i s the prototype of the 
distinguished series of five-bay wide three-storied urban mansions • i 
that were b u i l t i n New England during the Federal period. I t s -
interiors are also one of the earliest instances of the Adam 
Influence In New England. Bulfinch based his plans for the Otis 
house upon the William Bingham mansion i n Philadelphia which, 
in turn, had been modelled after Manchester Houae i n London. 

Otis sold his mansion i n 1801, and subsequently the house changed 
ownership several times. I t was i n poor condition when purchased by 
the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities i n 1916. 
The Society undertook p a r t i a l restoration between 1916 and 1920 and 
again i n 1960. Restoration continuea today and current plana c a l l 
for removal of the small e l l i p t i c a l porch, a conjectural reconstruction 
of 1916, and the reproduction of wallpapers and early paint colors i n 
the principal rooms. The mansion i s open to the public as a furnished 
house museum. 

29, David Seara Houae (now the Someraet Club), 42 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Maaaachusetts. The Sears House i s an early and magnificent 
example of the use of granite i n the construction of a large Federal-
style townhouse. Alexander Parris, the architect, achieved here a 
l i g h t , restrained elegance despite the reatrlctlona impoaed upon 
conventional detailing by the use of thia new building material. 
Sculptured panels, executed by Solomon Willard and aet between the 
f l r a t and aecond floor bays, were effectively employed to enliven 
the aeverity of the facade. As completed i n 1816, the mansion atood 
two stories above a raised basement, with a conventional "Boston bow" 
front. Eight years l a t e r , i t was doubled i n width, including the 
addition of another bow. No further exterior changes occurred t a i t i l 
1875, when the mansion was taken over by the Somerset Club. At that 
time, a t h i r d floor was added and the original window sash replaced. 
The i n t e r i o r was also renovated. S t i l l occupied by the Somerset Club, 
the Sears House is not open to v i a i t o r s . ' w ;. , 
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French windows open onto hooded cast-i.ron balcon:t.es·~ A mon:l;tor roof 
f"urther distinguishes the mansion. from more conventional Greek Revival 
structures. The home of Bishop William Lawrence for many years;· the 
Hastings House became the property of the Episcopal Theological 
School in 1950 , Not open to visitors, 

28. First Harrison Gray Otis House, 141 Cambr~dge Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts , The first Harrison Gray Otis House, designed .by 
Charles Bulfinch and erected in 1795-96, is the prototype of the 
distinguished series of five-bay wide three-storied ·urban mansions 
that were built in-New England during the Federal period. · Its 
interiors are also one of the earliest instances of the Adam 
influence in New England. Bulfinch based his plans for the Otis 
house upon the William Bingham mansion in Philadelphia which, 
in tum, had been modelled af~er Manchester House in London, 

Otis sold his mansion in 1801, and· subsequently the house changed 
ownership several times, It was in poor condition when purchased by 
the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities in 1916, 
The Society undertook partial restoration between 1916 and 1920 and 
again in 1960, Restoration· continues today and current plans call 
for removal of the small elliptical porch, a conjectural reconstruction 
of 1916, and the reproduction of wallpapers and early paint colors in 
the principal rooms . The mansion-is open to the public as a furnished 
house museum, 

29 , David Sears House (now the Somerset Club}, 42 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts. The Sears House is an early and magnificent: 
example of the use of granite in the construction of a large Federal
style townhouse, Alexander Parris, the architect, achieved here a 
light, restrained elegance despite the restrictions imposed upon · 
conventional detailing by . the use of this new building material. 
Sculptured panels, executed by Solomon Willard and set between the 
first and second floor bays, were effectively employed to enliven 
the severity of the facade, As completed in 1816, the mansion stood 
two stories above a raised basement, with a c·onventional "Boston bow" 
front, Eight year~ later, it was doubled in width, including the 
addition of another bow. No further exterior changes occurred until 
1875, when the mansion was taken over by the Somerset Club, At that 
time, a third floor was added and the original window sash replaced, 
The interior was also renovated. .Still occupied by the Somerset C°lub, 
the Sears House is not open to visitors. 



30, The Vale (Theodore Lyman Estate), Lyman at Beaver Street, 
Waltham. Massachusetts, Samuel Mclntire is remembered chiefly for 
his work in Salem, but "The Vale" at nearby Waltham stands as the 
finest extant country houae deaigned by the famoua New England 
architect. Formerly the aeat of the Lyman family, "The Vale" is 
alao one of the few landacaped estates in New England dating from 
the eighteenth century. Both the landscaping, planned by an English 
gardner, and the manaion were completed in 1798, Approached through 
a long drive which croaaea an arched stone bridge, the houae con-
slsted originally of a two-story pilastered frame central section 
linked by flanking hyphens to end pavilions. A bow in the garden 
or rear facade relates the structure to other New England mansions 
of the period and reflects Bulfinch's influence upon Mclntire. In 
1882 the residence was extensively altered in the "Colonial Revival" 
manner by the addition of projecting front bays, a third story, and 
a large rear wing. Bequeathed to the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities in 1951, this early country estate ia 
now open to the public. 

31, United States Custom House and Post Office. Eighth and 
Olive Streets, St. Louis, Missouri. Alfred B. Mullett, the leading 
government architect of the late nineteenth century, produced several 
major federal edifices during the Grant administration. The old 
United States Custom House and Post Office in St. Louis Is one of 
only two surviving atructurea deaigned by Mullett In the Second 
Empire atyle, the other being the preaent Executive Office Building 
in Washington. The St. Louis structure is also the foremost 
expression of this style west of the Mississippi River. Under con
struction from 1873 to 1884, the four-story granite building, with 
its characteristic mansard roof, features an open central court and 
occupies an entire city block. The lofty interiors are elegantly 
finished vrith Italian marble fireplaces, bronze fixtures, and 
mahogany doors. A hot air heating system, separate elevators for 
passengers, mail, and freight, and an underground railway for mail 
service were among the innovations included when the building was 
erected. Outwardly unchanged except for the removal of the 
belvedere which once capped the roof of the central pavilion, i t now 
houses only a branch post office. Although an adaptive usage is 
energetically being sought for the structure by state, local, and 
federal officials, its future is presently uncertain. Not open to 
viaitors. 

32, Union Station, 1820 Market Street, St. Louia, Mjaaouri. Union 
Station, constructed in 1892-1894, is a rare example of monumental 
nineteenth-century railroad terminal architecture m the United States. 
The late Carroll L.V. Meeks, the authority on American railroad 
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30. The Vale (Theodore Lyman Estate), Lyman at Beaver St~eet, 
Waltham, Massachusetts. Samuel Mclnt~re is remembeTed clu.efly for 
his work in Salem, but "The Vale" at nearby Walthu stands as the 
finest extant country house designed by the famous New England 
architect . Formerly the seat of the Lyman family, "The Vale" is 
also one of the few landscaped estates in New England dating from 
the eighteenth century. Both the landscaping, planned by an English 
gardner, and the mansion were completed in 1798, Approached through 
a long drive which. crosses an arched stone bridge, the house con
sisted originally of a two-story pilastered frame central section 
linked by flanking hyphens to end pavilions. A bow in the garden 
or rear facade relates the structure to other New England mansions 
of the period and reflects Bulfinch's influence upon McIntire. In 
1882 the residence was extensively altered in the "Colonial Revival" 
manner by the addition of projecting front bays, a third story, and 
a large rear wing. Bequeathed to the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities .in 1951, this early country estate is 
now open to the public . 

31 , United States Custom House and Post Office, Eighth and 
Olive Streets, St, Louis, Missouri. Alfred B. Mullett, the leading 
government architect of the late nineteenth century, produced several 
major federal edifices during the Grant administTation. The old 
United States Custom House and Post Office in St, Louis is one of 
only two surviving structures designed by Mullett in the Second 
Empire style, the other being the present Executive Office Building 
in Washington • . The St. Louis structure is also the foremost 
expression of this style west of the Mississippi River. Under con
struction from 1873 to 1884, the four-story granite building, with 
its characteristic mansard roof, features an open central court and 
occupies an entire city block. The lofty interiors are elegantly 
finished ~1th Italian marble fireplaces, bronze fixtures, and 
mahogany doors. A hot air heating system, separate elevators for 
passengers, mail, and freight, and an underground railway for mail 
service were among the innovations included when the building was 
erected. Outwardly unchanged except for the removal of the 
belvedere which once capped the roof of the central pavilion, it now 
houses only a branch post office • . Although an adaptive usage is 
energetically being sought for the structure by state, local, and 
federal officials, its future is presently uncertain. Not open to 
visitors. 

32, Union Station, 1820 Market Street, St. Louis, Missouri. Union 
Station, constructed in 1892-1894, is a rare example of monumental 
nineteenth-century railroad terminal architecture in the United St ates. 
The late Carroll L.V. Meeks, the authority on American railroad 
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architecture, has characterized Union Station as belonging both to 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The picturesque 
qualities of its clock tower and complex roofline silhouette eatabliah 
ita nineteenth century flavor, while Ita monumental proportiona are 
more typical of stations built in the early 1900's. Designed by the , 
St. Louia firm of Theodore C. Link, the 600-foot long granite 
structure styliatically reflects the Romanesque Influence of 
H. H, Richardaon. Behind the vaulted waiting room, the railroad 
offices, and the hotel block compriaing the terminal building itself 
extends the great steel tralnshed, which originally sheltered 32 * 
parallel tracks. After reaching a peak of 100,000 people daily 
during World War I I , passenger traffic in Union Station has 
dwindled to thirteen passenger trains a day In 1970. The station 
la s t i l l owned by the Terminal Railroad Association, which built I t , 
and remains in sound condition. Interior alterations at various 
times have not changed the basic character of the stmcture, -

33. CorlisB-Carrington House. 66 William Street. Providence. 
Rhode Island. This t a l l aquare mansion well expressed the 
sophistication attained by some nineteenth-century urban New England 
realdences. Built originally aa a two-atory houae by John Corllaa 
in 1810-11, the manaion was acquired shortly thereafter by Edward 
Carrington, a rich Providence merchant, who added the third floor 
and the elegant double portico. Stone trim accents the mellow 
Flemish-bond brickwork of the exterior walls. A typical New England 
Federal motif is the balustrade which conceals the low hipped roof and 
la echoed in the baluatraded roof deck of the portico. Inaide, a 
broad central hallway extending to the rear of the house i s intersected 
by a cross hall leading to a small aide entrance. From the main hall
way a aplral stairway rises to the upper floora, French scenic 
wallpaper in the rear parlor and dining room has recently been cleaned 
and restored. 

The Carrington family presented the manaion to the Rhode laland School 
of Design in 1936, and in 1961 i t was acquired by the present owner, 
who has largely returned the manaion to ita Federal-period appearance. 
In excellent condition and used aa a private residence, the Corltas-
Carrington house is not open to visitors. 

34. Thomaa P. Ives House, 66 Power Street, Providence, Rhode Island. 
Alterations through over a century and a half of occupancy by the 
same family have not changed the character of this magnificent Federal-
style mansion. Caleb Ormsbee, a self-trained master builder of 
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architecture, has characterized Union Station as belonging both to 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The picturesque. 
qualities of its clock tower arid complex roofline silhouette establish 
its· nineteenth century flav,or, while its monumental proportions are 
more typical of stations built in the early 1900's. Designed by the 
St. Louis firm of 'ffleodore C. l,ink, the 600-foot long grani.te 
structure stylistically reflects the Romanesque influence of 
H. H. Richardson. Behind the vaulted waiting room, the railroad 
offices, and the hotel block com.prising the terminal building itself 
extends the great steel trainshed, which originally sheltered 32 
parallel tracks. After -reaching a peak of 100,000 people daily 
during World War II, passenger traffic in Union Station has 
dwindled to thirteen passenger trains a day in 1970. The station 
is still owned by the -Terminal Railroad Association, which built it, 
and remains in sound condition. Interior alterations at various 
times have not changed the basic character of the structure. 

33, - Corliss-Carrington H'ouse1 66 William Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island. This tall square mansion well expressed the 
sophistication attained by some nineteenth- century urban New England 
residences, Bu1Lt originally as a two-story house by John Corli~s. 
in 1810-11, the mansion was acquired. shortly thereafter by Edward 
Carrington, a rich Providence merchant, who added the thiTd floor 
and the elegant double portico . Stone trim accents the mellow 
Flemish-bond brickwork of the exterior walls. A typical New England 
Federal motif is the balustrade which conceals the low hipped roof and 
is echoed in the balustraded roof deck of the portico. Inside, a 
broad central hallway extending to the rear of the house ta intersected 
by a cross hall .leading to a small side entrance. From the main hall
way a spiral stairway riaes to the upper floors. French scenic 
"7allpaper in the rear parlor and dining room has .recently been cleaned 
and restored. 

The Carrington family presented the mansion to the Rhode Island School 
of Dea_ign in 1936, and in 1961 it was acquired b}", the prei,ent owner, 
who has largely returned the mansion to its Federal- period appearance. 
In excellent . condition and used as a private residence, the Corltss-
Carrington house is not open to visitors. · 

34. Thomas P,. Ives House, 66 Power Street, :Providence, Rhode Island •. 
Alterations through over a century and a half .of occupancy by the 
same family have not changed the character of th.is magnificent Federal
style mansion . Caleb Ormsbee, a self-trained master builder of 
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Providence, erected this three-and-a-half story brick house, crowned 
by a modillioned cornice and a balustraded roof, for Thomas Poynton 
Ives i n 1803-06. Following the typical symmetrical ground plan of 
the period, the mansion i s three rooms deep, bisected by a wide central 
h a l l . To the rear extends a three-story service e l l . The original 
restrained Adam woodwork of the dining room and the great oval 
l i b r a r y were replaced i n the late nineteenth century by elaborate 
paneling i n the Colonial Revival manner. Additional alterations 
occurred i n the 1880*8, when the service e l l and small e l l i p t i c a l 
portico, with i t s attenuated Corinthian columns, was added and the 
bow on the eaatem side of the house increaaed from one to three 
storiea i n height. The dining room waa reatored to the Federal 
period i n 1954, Other In t e r i o r trim ia orig i n a l . The manaion la 
destined to go to Brown University eventually. However, today i t 
is s t i l l a private residence and i s not open to v i s i t o r s . 

35. Edward King House, Spring at Bowery Streets, Aquldneck Park. 
Newport, Rhode Island. In The Architecture of Country Houses (1850), 
Andrew Jackson Downing described the Edward King House at Newport as 
"one of the most successful specimens of the I t a l i a n ' s t y l e i n the 
United States." The mansion remains so today, and i s moreover a 
superb example of the work of Richard Upjohn, i t s architect. 
Remembered chiefly for his Gothic churches, Upjohn also designed 
a number of monumentally-scaled v i l l a s . The King mansion, b u i l t i n 
1845-47, i s a brick structure i n which the asymmetry of door and 
window treatment and the variation of plane wall surfaces belie a 
basically simple square ground plan typical of the I t a l i a n v i l l a 
s t y l e , which allowed for greater freedom i n planning than the 
formality of the Georgian and Greek Revival had permitted. 
Characteristic of the I t a l i a n style also are the wide-bracketed 
eaves and irregular roofline. Marble mantels, parquet floors, and 
ornamental plaster moldings grace the I n t e r i o r . In 1912, the mansion 
and grounds were given by the King family to the City of Newport, which 
opened i t two years later as the People's Library. The conversion 
of the orig i n a l service area to a closed stack space at that time 
constitutes the only major alteration to the structure. Since 1968, 
the mansion has been used as a center for senior citizens and i s 
open to v i s i t o r s . 

36. William Watts Sherman House, 2 Shepard Avenue, Newport. 
Rhode Island. In the late 1860's, English architect Norman Shaw 
designed a series of country houses based upon the vemacular 
architecture of the Tudor period, although the new style evolved 
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Providence, erected this three-and-a-half story brick house, crowned 
by a modillioned cornice and a balustraded roof, for Thomas Poynton 
Ives in 1803-06. Following the typical symmetrical ground plan of 
the period, the mansion is three rooms deep, bisected by a wide central 
hall. To the rear extends a three-story service ell. The original 
restrained Adam woodwork of the dining room and the great oval 
library wer.e replaced in the late nineteenth century by elaborate 
paneling in the Colonial Revival manner. Additional alterations 
occurred in the 1880's, when the service ell and small elliptical 
portico, with its attenuated Corinthian columns, was added and the 
bow on the eastern side of .the house increased from one to three 
stories in height. The dining room was restored to the Federal 
period in 1954. · Other interior trim is original. The mansion is· 
destined to go to Brown University eventually. However, today it 
is still a private residence and is not open to visitors . 

35, Edward King House·, Spring at Bowery Streets, Aguidneck Park, 
Newport, Rhode Island. In The Architecture of Country Houses (1850), 
Andrew Jackson Downing described the Edward King House at Newport as 
"one of the most successful spec:imens of the Italian· style in the 
United State'S. "· The mansion remains so today, and is moreover a 
superb example of the· work of Richard Upjohn, ·its architect, 
Remembered chiefly ·for his Gothic chu~ches., Upjohn also designed 
a number of monumentally-scaled villas • . The King mansion, built in 
1845-47, is a brick structure in which the asymmetry of door. and 
window treatment and the variation of plane wall surfaces beli·e a 
basically simple square ground plan typical of the Italian villa 
style, which allowed for greater freedom in planning than the 
formality of the Georgian and Greek Revival had permitted, 
Characteristic of the Italian style also are the .wide-bracketed 
eaves and irregµiar roofline . Marble mantels, parquet floors, and 
ornamental plaster moldings grace the interior, In 1912, the mansion 
and grounds were given by the King family to the City of Newport, which 
opened it two years later as the People's Library . The conversion 
of the ortginal service area · to ,a closed stack s,pace at that time 
constitutes the only major alteration to· the structure . Since 1968, 
the mansion has been used as a center for senior citizens and is 
open to visitors. 

36 , William Watts Sherman House, 2 Shepard Avenue, Newport, 
Rhode Island, In the late 1860's, English architect Norman Shaw 
designed a series of country houses based upon the vernacular 
architecture of the Tudor period, although the new style evolv~d 
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was erroneously termed "Queen Anne." From the published drawings of 
Shaw's Queen Anne houses, Henry Hobson Richardson drew his inspiration 
when he deaigned the Sherman mansion at Newport, completed in 1876, 
and thua brought the Queen Anne atyle to the attention of the 
American public. 

The irregular plan and overhanging upper atories, the high-pitched 
gable roof and textural variety employed in the Sherman houae are 
characteristic featurea of the Queen Anne style. Yet Richardaon gave 
the atructure a degree of American and even regional quality by 
substituting wooden shingles and stone for the t i l e and brick 
favored by the English as building materials. The interiors are 
decorated in the Jacobean Revival style and are original except 
for three rooms redecorated under the supervision of Stanford White 
in 1879-81. A large service wing added about 1920 followed the 
original style of the house, and subsequent changes have been 
minimal. Now the Rhode Island Baptist Home for the Aged, the 
Sherman house ia in excellent condition, and firat floor rooms are 
open to viaitora upon requeat. 

37. College H i l l Historic District, roughly parallel to Benefit 
Street. Providence, Rhode Island. Municipal legislation In 1960 
established the College H i l l Historic District to protect a 
largely undisturbed area of eighteenth and early nineteenth-century 
structures which, aa a group, exemplify the urban New England 
setting of the period. The College H i l l District is also the 
nucleus from which developed the City of Providence, founded in 1632 
by Roger Williams and a body of dissenters from Salem, Massachusetts. 
Burned by the Indiana during King Philip's War, the fledgling 
settlement waa rebuilt and following the Revolution entered an 
era of great commercial prosperity. The homes, churches, and 
public buildings of College Hill mirror the wealth of Providence 
during the Federal era. But as the nineteenth century advanced 
and the city spread far beyond the original irregularly-planned town 
site on College H i l l , the district began to decline. During the past 
decade, however, recognition of the aesthetic qualities of College 
Hi l l has precipitated restoration and College Hill has once more 
become a desirable residential area. More than 150 structures have 
been restored under the guidance of an appointed control commission. 
Among many noteworthy structures on College H i l l may be included 
Flrat Baptist Meeting House—an outstanding Georgian structure dating 

was erroneously termed "Queen Anne." F.ro~ t~· publlsh.ed dJ:>aldnga of 
Shaw's Queen Anne houses, Henry Robson Richardson drew his inspiration 
when ·he designed the Sherman mans~on at Newport, completed in 1876, 
and thus brought the Queen Anne style to the attention of the 
American public. 

The irregular plan and overhanging upper stories, th.e high-pitched 
gable roof and textural variety e.mployed in th.e Sherman house are 
characteristic features of the Queen Anne style. Ye_t Richardson gave 
the structure a degree of American and even regional quality by 
substituting.wooden shingles and stone for the tile and brick 
favored by the English as building materials. '!be interiors are 
decorated in the Jacobean Revival style and are original except 
fqr three rooms redecorated under the supervision of Stanford White 
in 1879-81. A large service wing add~d about 1920. followed the 
original style of the hot$e, and subsequent changes have been 
minimal. Now the Bhode Island Baptist Home for the Aged, the 
Sherman house .is in excellent condition, and first floor rooms are 
open to visitors .upon request. 

37. College Hill Historic District, roughly parallel to Benefit 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island. Mlmicipal legislation in 1960 
established the College Hill Historic District to protect a . 
largely undisturbed area of eighteenth and early nineteenth-century 
structures .which, as a group, exemplify the urban New England 
setting of the period. The College Hill District is also the 
nucleus from which developed the City of Providence, found~d in 1632 
by Roger Williams and a body of dissenters from Salem, Massachusetts. 
Burned by the Indians during King Philip's War, the fledgling · 
settlelll8nt was rebuilt and ·following the Revolution entered an 
era of great commercial prosperity._ '!be homes, churches, and 
public buildings of College Hill mirror the wealth of Providence 
during the Federal era. But as the nineteenth century advanced 
and the city spread far beyond the original irregularly-planned town 
site on College Hill, the district began to de·cline. During the past 
decade, however, recognition of t'he aesthetic qualities of College 
Hill has precipitated restoration and College Hill has once 1110re 
become a desirable residential area. More than 150 structures have 
been restored under the guidance of an appointed control commission. 
Among many noteworthy structures on College Hill may be included 
First Baptist Meeting House--an outstanding Georgian .structure dating 



from 1775, the Old Colony Building, the Providence Athenaem, and 
other buildings representing a variety of architectural styles and 
periods, particularly the colonial and Federal. Some are open to 
viaitors and a few have been individually recognized as 
National Hlatoric Landmarks. 

38. The State Houae, State Street, Montpeller, Vermont. 
Against ita backdrop of wooded hilla, the Vermont capitol building 
is one of the most picturesque statehouses in the coxintry and an 
exquisite, little-changed expreaaion of Greek Revival architecture. 
The atmcture waa erected in 1833-1838, according to the design of 
Amnd. B, Young, one of nineteenth-century America's leading 
architecta. In January of 1857, the timber Interior waa destroyed 
by fire, although the granite walls and hexastyle Doric portico 
survived. The original plan waa generally followed in rebuilding, 
but the stmcture was enlarged by the addition of one bay at 
either end of the facade. The present high dome, resting upon a 
circular drum, alao supplanted the earlier low saucer dome. Today, 
the statehouse stands virtually aa completed in 1859, including 
the interior fumiahinga which were aelected at that time by 
Joseph R. Richards of Boston, one of the architecta in charge of 
the reconatmction. Open to vlsitora. 

from 1775, · th.e Old Colony Building, th.e P~oyj,dence Ath.enaeum, and 
other buildings representing a variety ·of arch.ttectu~al stylea and 
periods, particularly the colonial and Pederal. Some are open to 
visitors .and .a · few' have been individually recognf..zed as 
National Historic Landmarks. 

JS.. The State House,· State Street, Montpelier, Vermont . 
Against its backdrop of wooded hills, the Vermont capitol building 

•is one of th.e most picturesque statehouses in the country and an 
exquisite; little-changed expression of Greek Revi:val· architecture. 
The structure ·was ·erected in 1833-1838, according to ·the design of 
Ammi B, ~oung, one of nineteenth-century America ' s leading 
architects. rn ·January of 1857, the timber interior was destroyed 
by fire, although the granite walls and hexasty-le Dode portico 
survived. The original plan was generally followed in rebuilding, 
but the structure was enlarged by the addition of one bay at 
either end of the facade. The present high dome, resting upon a 
ctrcular drum, also supplanted the earlier low saucer dome , Today, 
the statehouse stands virtually as completed in 1859, including 
the interior furnishings which were selected at that time by 
Joseph R. Richards of Bost.on, one o~ the architects ·in-· charge of 
the reconstruction. Open• to visitors. 
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We v i l l be hê ppy to include Gore Place asong the sites already recognised 
as Kational Historic Ijandwartes. 

" , Sincerely yours. 

Director 

Enclosures 

c c : . , ̂  .Sii-/. 

Director, Northeast Region - ' . -
T-Mr. Butterfield • 
HH8-Mr. Sheely • 

FN?:HJSheelyrkp 3/lO/Tl - ,. 

HP - Massachusetts-Gore Place 

We will be happy to includa Gore Place aa,ng the aitea a1rM(\y recognised. 
u National Historic landmu'ka. 

Enclosure• 

cc: 

Director, Northeast Region 
T-Mr. Butterfield 
HH8-Mr. Sheely 

FNP:HJSheely:kp 3/10/71 

Sincerely youra, 

Director 

HP - Massachusetts-Gore P).a.ce 



UN MaTgh 31. 1971 ' 
(Date) 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr. 
Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 202^0 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 

As the (owner, owners) of Gore Place 
(Name of s i t e ) 

located i n Waltham 
(C i t y ) (County) 

Massachusetts 
(State; 

{ j L , y ^ hereby make formal application f o r a c e r t i f i c a t e and a 
bronze plaque, 17" x l 8 " ( ), designating t h i s h i s t o r i c property 
a National Historic Landmark, (Check one or both as desired.) 

1. F u l l y conscious of the high r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o the Nation that 
goes with the ownership and care of a property c l a s s i f i e d as having 
national significance and worthy of National Historic Landmark status, 
Ci^we) agree t o preserve, so f a r as practicable and to the best of 
(my,our) a b i l i t y , the h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y of t h i s important part of 
the national c u l t u r a l heritage. 

2. Toward t h i s end, ̂ ^^e) agree t o continue t o use the property 
only f o r purposes consistent with i t s h i s t o r i c a l character. 

3. J ^ v e ) agree t o permit an annual v i s i t t o the property by a 
representative of the National Park Service, as a basis f o r con
t i n u i n g Landmark status. 

k. I f , f o r any reason, the three conditions mentioned above cannot 
continue t o be met, i t i s agreed that the National Historic Landmark 
status s h a l l cease and that u n t i l such status i s restored by the 
Secretary of the I n t e r i o r , neither the National Historic Landmark 
c e r t i f i c a t e nor the plaque w i l l be displayed. 

Peter A. Wick, President 
for the Board of Governors 
Gore Place Society 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr. 
Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr . Hartzog: 

March 31, 1971 
( Date) 

As the (owner, owners) of Gore Place 
-------.(=Nc--am- e- of""'_s_1.,...·t'""e- ).--------

located in Waltham 
(City) (County) 

Massachusetts 
{State) 

(I,~ hereby make formal application for a certificate (X) and a 
bronze plaque, 17" x 18" ( ), designating this historic property 
a National Historic I.e.ndmark. (Check one or both as desired.) 

1 . Fully conscious of the high r esponsibility to the Nation that 
goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as having 
national significance and worthy of National Historic I.e.ndmark status, 
{..Y,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and to the best of 
(lllJ',our) ability, the historical integrity of this important part of ' 
the national cultural heritage . 

2 . Toward this end, ~ e) agree to continue to use the property 
only for purposes consistent with its hist orical character. 

3. Y,we) agree to permit an annual v i sit to the property by a 
~epresentative of the National Park Service, as a basis for con
tinuing landmark status . 

4. If, for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above cannot 
continue to be met, it is agreed that the National Historic Landmark 
status shall cease and that until such status is restored by the 
Secretary of the Interior, neither the National Historic landmark 
certificate nor the plaque will be displayed. 

~~:,Jo 
Peter A. Wick, President 
for the Board of Governor s 
Gore Place Society 



APR 8 

U34-EB 

Mr. Peter A. Vfick 
President for the Board 

of Governors .... •'>: ' • T " v'-̂ V:.:':r\:.: . 
Gore Place Society 
52 Gore Street ' ' ̂  . '\ ;'-̂^ 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

Dear Mr. Wick: 

Thank you for your applicati<m of March 31 reqi^sting the certificate 
designating Gore Place as a National Historic Lascfeoark. We mm 
proceeding with the preparation of the certificate. 

Our !lortbeast Regional Office sKtministere the Hatlonal Historic Land-
mark program in KteuBsachusetts. Mr. Henry G. ScfasBidt, Director of the 
Region, will inform you when the certificate for Gk>re Plsce have been 
completed. Should you wish the help of the Sex^ice in arraaging 
ceremonies for the presentation, Mr. Schmidt will be glad to assist 
you. Bis address i s : Mr. Beniy G. Sctmiidt, Director, Northeast Regional 
Office, National Perk Service, 143 South Third Street, Miiladelphla, 
Pennsylvania 19106. 

We are pleased to know that you plan to accept designation as a National 
Historic Landmazis for Gore Place. 

Sincerely yours, •• . •;• 

Hobert M, Utley 
Chief Historian 

Enclosure 

cc: 
Director, Northeast Region w/c inc. application form 
T-Mr. Butterfield 

HHS-Mr. Sheely • . ' * 

FNPtHJSheely:kp 4/6/71 , 

HP - Massachusetts - Gore Place 

834-111 

Mr. Peter A. Wick 
President tor the Board 

of Governors 
(iore Place Society 
52 Gore Street 
Waltham, Masaachuaetts 02154 

Dear Kr. Wick : 

Thank you for your application of March 31 requesting the certificate 
designating Gore Place u a National W.Stortc Landmark. We u-e 
proceeding with tbe preparation ot the eortificate. 

our Northeast Begional Office admintater• the llational H1atortc Land• 
mark program tn lla.eaaebusetts. Mr. Henry G. 8cbm1dt, Director of the 
Region, will infon you when the certificate for Gore Place have been 
completed. Should you wiab the help of the Service in arranging 
ceremonies for the presentation, Mr. Schllidt will be glad to u■iat 

you. His addres• ta : llr. Benrr G. Schmidt , Director, Northeast Ree tonal 
Mfice, Rational Park Service, 143 South Third Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19106. 

Wo are pleased to know that you plan to accept designation as a National 
H1storic Landmark for Oore Place. 

.Encloaure 

cc: 

Sincerely yours, 

Is/ tooer"- .,;-
L I'(/ nliei, 

Robert M. Utley 
Chief Historian 

Director, Northeast Region w/c inc. application form 
T-Mr, Butterfield 
HHS-Mr, Sheely 

FNP:HJSheely:kp 4/6/71 
)ASIC FILE RETAINED IN H.fl: 

HP - Massachusetts - Gore Place 



GORE TLACE . 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

Telephone: 894-2798 

MRS. LAURENCE W. POLSON 
Curator 

PETER A.WICK 
President 

MRS.JAMES H. PERKINS 
yice Preiident 

WILLIAM B. OSGOOD 
Treasurer 

C. ADRIAN RUBEL 
Secretary 

GILBERT R. PAYSON 

Assistant Treasurer 

LISPENARD B. PHISTER 
Counsellor 

Mr. Henry G. Schmidt 
Director, Northeast Regional Office 
National Park Service 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 

Dear Mr. Schmidt: 

A p r i l 16, 1971 

In a l e t t e r of A p r i l 8 I have been advised by Mr. Robert M. 
Utley, Chief Historian of the National Park Service that under the re
cent designation (February 28, 1971) of Gore Place as a National Historic 
Landmark, we would f a l l under your regional j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

On Monday afternoon. May 17 Gore Place Society is to hold i t s 
annual meeting in the Stable followed by tea i n the main house. The Board 
of Governors and members, a group of approximately one hundred I should 
judge, are expected to attend. The Governors and I feel that our Annual 
^Meeting vjould be an appropriate occasion for the presentation of the cer
t i f i c a t e to Gore Place and the appropriate contingent ceremonies. We there
fore take pleasure i n extending our cordial i n v i t a t i o n to you to attend our 
meeting, and advising me in advance of the nature of the ceremonies. 

May I point out that the description of Gore Place as phrased in 
the Department of the I n t e r i o r ' s news release of February 28, Number 26, 
page 12, contains several misstatements of fact, and would bear amendment 
I should be happy to consult with you on thi s matter and suggest .certaXp 
changes which we deem more accurate. 

V Looking forward to your acceptance and with kind regard? 

Sincerely, 

Peter A. IJick 
President. 
Gore Place Society 

PAWrpcb 

◄ ... C: 

(JORE PLACE 
W altham, Massachusetts 021 54 

MRS. LA URENCE W. P OLSON 
CMr4for 

Mr . Henry G. Schmidt 
Director, Northeas t Regional Office 
Nat i onal Park Service 
143 South Thir d Stree t 
Philadelphi~ ," Pennsy l vania 19106 

Dear Mr. Schmidt: 

PETER A. W I CK 
Prllidcnt 

MRS.JAMES H. PERKINS 
Piet Prc,idmt 

WILLIAM B. OSGOOD 
Trtasurtr · 

C. ADRIAN RUBEL 
Secretary 

. GILBERT R. PAYSON 

.A.uistant Trtasur,r 

L-ISPEN ARD B. PHIST.ER 
Q11nsellor 

April 16 , 1971 

· I n a l ~iter ~f Apri1 ~ I have been advised by Mr. Robert M. 
Utley, ·Ch i ef ·Historian of the National Park Service that under the r e 
cent des{gnation (February 28, 1971) of Gore Place as a National Historic 
Landma rk~- we would fall under your region;r ] ~ isdiction. 

On Monday after~oon, May 17 Gore Place Society is to hold i t s 
annual meeting in the Stable followed by tea in the main house . The Board 
of Governors and members, a group of approximately one hundred I should 
judge, -are expected to attend . The Governors and I feel tha t our Annua l 

,.Meetitig ,wuld be an appropriate occasion for the presentation of the cer
t ifica te to Gore Place and the appropriate contingent ceremonies . We the r e 
fore take pleasure in extending our cordial invitation to you to attend our 

_.meet ing, and advising me in advance of the nature of the ceremonies . - May I point out that t he description of Gore Place as phrased in 
the Departm~n t of the Interior's news release of February 28 , Number 26 , 
page 12, contains several misstatements of fact, and would bear amendment . - - --I should be happ)' to consul t with you on this ma tter and sug.g e i[t :certain 

1 
,
1
, 

• j i.llU 
changes which we deem more accurate . '. J.~ , .... -... ·-" -~ ·•···· , 

I ••"1 « - l fl r1')/'· ,, • f'; r I• I . . l 
. l f', ':.7- , ;_ ~J ' .., • ,: > ,.., 4 

PAW:pcb 

Looking forward to your acceptance and wi th kind; .~a rd$. _ ----:--··-·j 

·=1 t ·. . = ... -T ~-~ :=\ 
Sincerely,(-). Jl?! .. ·· :'.i:' ::::)-~t 

...--- ----- ' --
---·- ·---· 

. ·. , _ ... . t. 

Peter A. Hick -i~ ·- - · · ' . •. __ 

=1:.· Presidei·1t 
Gore Place Society 

: · - • t I . - ·-,--
. '. -·-·- 1·--..-1 
. --·- . . ·--) 

_..._ ., - ... ~ ·--i 
/,) - . . .·.:. :. --: 
U/ -;·· --. . ~ --- __ ...:.:... i -1 . -. -·:. , ... \: .. ·~= c=. 



I N R E P L Y REFER T O : REFER Tl 

B3417 
niCcn.) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
N O R T H E A S T R E G I O N 

1 4 3 S O U T H T H I R D S T R E E T 

P H I L A D E L P H I A . PA. 1 9 1 0 6 

April 21, 1971 

APR 23 1971̂  

Mr. Peter A. wick 
President 
G«r« Place 8«ei«ty 
HaltlMB, MasMckusetta 02154 

Sear Mr. Viekt 

HUUA yiMi for your laeter of April 16, 1971 r^arding a cerawony 
Mriciag the d—igwMiwi of Gmre Place «• a lagistered Matioaal 
Historic UMidMNric. Mr. Hoary G. Sehoidt, to vibom you addroaaod it 
is OB travel status, so I aa taking the liberty of snsworing i t . 

Iks broMO ploquo Cor Gore Pisco is oa order «id ira kovo slrosdy coa-
tactod tke asaufsetvror to oasure tkM it will bo ready £i»r prosoatatioa 
St the Anaisl Mootiag of the Gore Placo Society aoxt onnth. Wo have 
also roqoostod our Ha^ingtoa office to ei^odito the praparatiim of 
tba 1 sndwtrk cortificsto, so tkat it v i l l bo realty for prasmitatioa 
by May 17tk. 

As for the cmttmowy itself, it Is oar prsctica to aeeoaaodata our 
participatioa to tka idMiM of the spoasoring orgaoisatioa. Ordiaarily 
our raprasaatatiira ai^laias tits fwrf»»* and sigaificaaeo of the laakuurk 
daaignatim, takiag oaly a fow alnatos to do so, along with such other 
raaarks as sasa s^roprista to dio oecasioa—at the aost shout ten 
•iBH^os. Ho plan to t k Mr. Kdwia V. SIMII , Assistaat to the Director, 
Morthoaat logiea. How laglaad Field Office, to roprasmit tha Hatioaal 
Park Sarvioa oa this occastoa aad you mmy wish to asko dotsilod srrs i^* 
wwts witii ki». His address sad talifiume ouabar are: Poat Office sad 
Court Hottso, iooB 1400, Bostoa, Massachusetts 02109 - Taleftena: Area 
Codo 617 - 223-29U. 

lott asy also widi to let Mr. Sasll know your suggestions for revising 
tke publiskod doscri^iott of GOTO Place. Ha if i l l tbon take the action 
noodod to correct our records. 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

IN REPLY mr
7
T O: 

m(CII.) 

llr. ••• A. Wick 
Pruidell& 
Gere ·lac• ... .._,. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NORTHEAST REGION 

143 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19106 

A,ril 21, 1971 

Waltlla• •••--■et:ta 021'4 

Dear Nr. Wiak1 

APR 2 3 1971 

lllak ,-a for ,-r lecter of A,rU 16, 1971 r..-.s.aa a car...., 
aanilla t11e ......... ._ •f care ,i.e ... a a.atat_... .. loDal 
Bi■teric I.• t k. llr. ~ G. lclaWt, to..._ JOU ... r ..... it 
la ea tranl atatu, ao I • taktaa the liberty of wua it. 
Tlae •••• plalN for Gora rlace 1a ft erder ... we IMw• a1r..,. con
tact .. CM ... ,.av .. to --· tlult lt will be ready fer ........ 1ea 
at the Aaaal NNttq of Cha Ofte Place SOCtety aac antb. We .._. 
abo r..,...ced our Vuld.aatas effice to ..,.Site Cha ,r-,Ruioll of 
tile lint •It oertlftcate, ao that tt will be r..,. fer ..-u.cactoa 
bJ.., 17th • 

.u for the cer--, ttaelf, it b ou.r practice to aeca .,at• eur 
partlaifatioa te die wlala• of tbe .,.uort.as or..-,,secua. OdlwilJ 
our ~---•• -.laf.m tbe ,ur,o•• aDII ■ipific:-• of the l• tcr'l 
•-tpetl•. takiaa ..i, • f• ldaat• to de ao, al081 wltb _. other 
rwrka u •- •P ■pd.a• te die eccutoa-~at die -t about c .. 
aialtN. we plan .. Mk 11r. Una v. Sllall, .uaucaa& to tbe •trecter, 
.. rtlaeut ... '911, - IRalall Field Office, to repreamt t1N ■atlNal 
tark leffiee • tllta occuioa _. ,.. -, viab to _.. utaf.1 .. arr....
.... viela lwl. 8ia --••_.tel.,..._ wwber ares ,-c Office ad 
caart ...... .... MOO, INtoa. Kauacbuaetta 02109 • Telepb■••: _. .. 
Cole 617 • 223-29U. 

-. -. alN viall te lee 11r. S..11 lmDv ,-r au11•tioaa fer rwiaill& 
tile ,..u,_.. •eacrs.tioll of Ger• Pl••· Be will thn tae tbe actlaa 
..... to cerrect ear ,. ... na. 



1-

If agraaablo to you, we shall srrai^a to have the broase plaque dbippod 
to Oore Ploea as soon ss we recalve i t , M that it will be oa hmd ia 
mtrfmef of the cersaany. 

Please let Mr. Sasll or as know if tharo is aiqr otker way vm caa be of 
assistance. 

Siaeoroly yours, 

Murriqr H. Helligsa 
Lsndastk aad National 
&i^istar Specialist 

CC * 

Mr*. Edwin W. Small, NEFO, w/c inc. 
WASO, Attn: Mr. H. Sheely, Jr. (HH) w/c i n c . ^ ^ 

' • •.•J"-'. • ...... 

-2- V 

·. 

If ....-i. to you," llaall arr-•~ luwe tu lmlue ,1a11ue lllippM 
te Qare tlaoe u .... u we receiff it, M tbat lt will IN • .._. :la 
_..._ •• , tllecer--,. 

,1.... let llr. Saall or M lcaow if tl:aare ia aay otlaer way ve c• IN •f 
uaS.tance. 

}lolligan 
1,1;ur-ra.Y B. 

1'array B ... llia• 
..... edt ... llatinal 
lqiater Specialiat 

cc: 
Mr. Edwin w. Small, NDO, w/c inc. / 
WA.SO, Attn: Mr. B. Sheely, Jr. (BR) w/c inc. V 



MAY 12 1971 
I n Reply Refer To: 

H3417 
P R 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTlffiNT OF THE lOTERIOR 

MTIOIIAL PARK SERVICE 
Northeast Region 

143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19106 

May 6, 1971 

Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Director, VJashington Office 
Attn: Mr. Horace J. Sheely, Jr. (HH) 

Director, Northeast Region 

Subject; Presentation Ceremony: Registered National Historic Landmark, 
Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts 

Dates May 17, 1971 

Timet 3:30 p.m. 

Place: Site 

Presentori Mr. Edwin W. Small, Assistant to Director, NE, New England Field 
Office 

Presentee: Mr. Peter A. Wick, President, Gore Place Society 

Plaque: Mailed from Regional Office May 6, 1971 

Certificate: WASO 

Guests: 

Remarks: Ceremony w i l l be held at the annual meeting of Gore Place Society. 
About one hundred persons are expected to attend. 

cc: 

Henry G. Schmidt 

Mr. Edwin W. Small, NEFO 
Mr. Robert Burns, Info. Officer, NERO 
Chief, Br. of Media Relations, WASO 
Chief, Br. of Special Activities, WASO 

in Reply Refer To: 
H3417 
NER 

HH 
Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERvtCE 
Northeast Region 

143 south Third street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19106 

May 6, 1971 

To: Director, Washington Office 
Attn: Mr. Horace J. Sheely, Jr. (lffi) 

From: Director, Hortheast Region 

MAY 12 1971 

HHP 

Subject; Presentation Ceremony: Registered National Historic Landmark, 
Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts 

Datet May 17, 1971 

Time! 3: 30 p.m. 

Place: Site 

Presentort Mr. Edwin w. Small, Assistant to Director, NE, New England Field 
Office 

Presentee: Mr. Peter A. Wick, President, Gore Place society 

Pla~ue: Mailed from Regional Office May 6, 1971 

Certificate: WASO 

Guests: 

Remarks: Ceremony will be held at the annual meeting o f Gore Place Society. 

About one hundred :;zz to ttend. 

Henry G. Schmidt 
cc: 
Mr. Edwin W. Small, NEFO 
Mr. Robert Burns, Info. Officer, NERO 
Chief, Br. of Media Re lations, WASO 
Chief, Br. of Special Activities, WASO 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL 
HISTORIC & NATURAL 
LANDMARKS 

Presentation Ceremony Report 

•* 
Name of landmark: Q^^^ Place, Walthaa, Massachusstta 

Date: May 17, 1971 

Location of Ceremony: ĝ .̂̂  „ 35^^ annual meeting of Oore 
Place Society 

Presentation made by: E*rln W, SB»11, Assistant to Director, M.E,, 
»ev England Field Office 

Presentation made to: p^^y ^^^^ President, Gore Place Society 

Distinguished Guests: Hon* Arthur J, Clasic, Mayor of tfalthan; 
Colonel Raymond 7, Bi»ker, fomar aide to 
General Douglas MooArthur; 
Sidney Shurcliff, veil-known Boston 
landscape architect 

Remarks: landmaric presentation was a feature of the annual Mating at 
irtiioh about one hundred aeabers of the Goi*e Place Society were present. The 
aseting vae held in the stable at Gore Place vhich has recently been rehabili» 

tated for use as a neeting place. The writer was able to make use only of ths 
br<mze plaque in the ceremony as the certificate had not arrived. A photographer 
was present from the Waltham '^evs-Tribupe and took pictures of the principals 
in the osreaony. — — — 

eSGDJ EDWIN W. SMAir 
Signature 

REGISTRY OF NATIONAL 
HISTORIC & NATURAL 
LANDMARKS 

Presentation Ceremony Report 

Name of landmark: Gore Place, Walthaa1 Muaacbuaetta 

Date: NA¥ 17, 1971 

Location of Ceremony: 

Presentation made by: 

Presentation made to: 

Distinguished Guests: 

At aite u part ot 35th annual meeting ot Gore 
Place Soclet7 

Edwin w. S•ll1 Ae•l•t•t ~o Director, H. £ . 1 
Rev Engl.and Field Office 

Peter A. V1ok1 Pna14ent 1 Gore Plan Sooiety 

Hoo. Arthur J. Clark., ~ or or lialtn .. , 
Col.onel R.,-.aDd T. BuDker1 toraar aide to 
General Douglu MaaArthv1 
Gidney • stn1rol1tt • qU- lmown 13oatcn 
landao~ arcl)iteot 

Remarks: The laadlaark pnaaentatlon vu a teat\&l"e ot the an1111&l -.tiDi at 
Ybioh about one hundred. llellbera ot the Gore Place Sool•t7 vere pn•ent. The 
••ting vu hel.d in tb• atabl• at Gore Plaoe vbicb bu recently been reh&'b111-

t•ted tor •• u a •ettns place. 'lbe writer vu -.ble to Mk• we only ot the 
brmM plaque in the Cel'IIJIOD1' aa the certificate bad not arrlwd. A pho'°£npber 
vu pn•ent tr-ca the Waltham !!!!,-Tnbupe and took picture• ot the priD.oipale 
1D the ce"aon7. 

(SGDJ EDWIN W. SM4ir 
Signature 



H34-HH 

MAY 21 1971 

Memorandum 

To: The files * 

From: Historian 

Subject: National Historic Landmark plaque presentation ceremony, 
Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts. 

On May 12, t h i s o f f i c e received details from the Northeast Regional 
Office of the plaque presentation ceremony at Gore Place, Waltham, 
Massachusetts, on May 17, 1971, at 3:30 p.m. Mr. Edwin W. Small, 
Assistant to the Director, New England Field Office, NERO, w i l l 
present the plaque to Mr. Peter A. Wick, President of the Gore Place 
Society. 

In order to n o t i f y Senators Edward M. Kennedy and Edward W. Brooke, 
as we l l as Congressman Robert F. Drinan, I called t h e i r respective 
offices and communicated t h i s information to Mr. Bates (Special 
Assistant to Senator Kennedy), Miss Melinda Smith (Administrative 
Assistant to Senator Brooke), and Mrs. Schuman (Administrative 
Assistant to Mr. Drinan). • 

Robert S. Gamble 

H34-HH 

MAY 21 1971 

Memorandum 

To: The files 

From: Historian 

Subject: National Historic Landmark plaque presentation ceremony, 
Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts. 

On May 12, this office received details from the Northeast Regional 
Office of the plaque presentation ceremony at Gore Pl ace, Waltham, 
Massachusetts, on May 17, 1971, at 3:30 p.m. Mr. Edwin W. Small, 
Assistant to the Director, New England Field Office, NERO, will 
present the plaque to Mr. Peter A. Wick, President of the Gore Place 
Society. 

In order to notify Senators Edward M. Kennedy and Edward W. Brooke, 
as well as Congressman Robert F. Drinan, I call ed their respective 
offices and connnunicated this information to Mr. Bates (Special 
Assistant t o Senat or Kennedy), Miss Me l inda Smith (Administrative 
Assistant to Senator Brooke), and Mrs . Schuman (Administrative 
Assistant to Mr. Drinan), 

Robert S. Gamble 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of |the Interior ' 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 .1 ' 

SEP 2 0 1972 
H34-rPHH 

Memorandum 

To: Keeper of the National Register 

From: Acting Chief Historian 

Subject: National Register of Historic Places Inventory . 
Nomination Forms ^ . . . . 

We are enclosing 54 National Register forms for historic prop
erties declared eligible for national historic landmark recognition 
by the.Secretary of the Interior. These are properties that were 
evaluated by the Advisory Board at their meetings in April 1970, . 
October 1970> and April 1971. The National Survey of Historic 
Sites and Buildings began the practice of making studies on 
National Register forms with the April 1970 meeting. 

The studies presented.to the Board in October 1971 have previously 
been forwarded to you; and since ho studies were evaluated at the 
April 1972- meeting, you now have a l l of the National Register 
forms that have been prepared for historic landmarks. We are pleased 
to have this undesirable backlog finally cleared up. 

The Regional Offices now have undea:way the long term project of 
defining boundaries and preparing National Register forms for the 
landmarks recognized prior to April 1970. 

Enclosures 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 

DI UPLY REPER ·ro:. 

.H34~Pffil 

United States Departme_nt of the Interior 
NATIONAL .PARK SERVICE 
WASHIN.GTON, D.C. 2024-0 

SEP 2 0 1972 

Memorandum 

·. ·From: 

.Keeper .:of_. the·: National :~egister· 

.. Act~rig .Chief. Historiaµ 

. Subject: · .. National . Register·.:of Historic , Places· 'InventQry 
.Nominatiort .Forms · 

. We : are enclosing 54·· Na,:tional . Register·. forms , for historic :prop
erties ... declare·d·. eligible· for national historic : landmark. recognition 
by: the·. secret~ry :o·f .. the· Interior. ·. These · are ·properties· that .. we:re 

... eyaluated· .. by· .. the' .. Advisory·. Board . at . their .meeti~gs in ApriL.1970; · . 
. October·. 19:;o:,· .. -~d April 1971~ ·. The· National'.Survey·:of Historic 
.Sites : and .Buildings .began . the··practice .of ·making studies ·.on 
National .Register·. forins ·with·. the··April 1910: ine·eting. . ' . . 

The· studies :- pre.sented·,to~ t}:le·. Board in :october· 1971-·have ·previo~~y· 
. beei} . forwarded:. tQ· .. you; .' and since . no : stµdies ·. were . evaluated. at the ·· 
April : 19n:. ineeting,. . yo~: now · have . all ·: of ·the> National-. Register: 

. .forms that have . been · preparecJ ·. for historic la.Ii.dmarks ~-· .. ·.We · a.re . pleased 
: to·. have . this unclesirable ··hac~l.og fina~ly cleared··up • 

. The·.~egional :Offices .now haye imde~ay :~he·.1o~g . tem project :of . 
. defining :boundaries · and ·preparing · National . Register·. form~ for 1;he · 
lartdplarks :. rec_ogriizeil'·prior . to:· April 1970~ ·. . . 

Enclosures· · · 
I 

. ~ff c~}f 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 



' CALIFORNIA: 

• LITERATURE;•DRAMA AND•MUSIG: 

1.- .••Tao.House-•• .' 0'^^^ 

CONNEGTIGUT 

• LITERATURE;•DRAMA•AND MUSIG: 

2. Monte.Cristo.Cottage 

CONNECTieUT • . 

• 19th ' CENTURY: ARCHITECTURE • •. 

3. ". . The"-Capitol • 4;,.̂  , •̂£'"5&:'4 fV^^^^ 

4. Lockwbod-Mathews Mansion 

5. New Haven Historic District •. f^'' ^ •^•r-vjut^-^ fiS 

DISTRICT OF;COLUMBIA  

[ . 19th CENTURY ARCHITECTURE 

6. Lafayette.Square Historic District 

' :CALIFORNIA·: · 

1. · . ·- r.ao .House· ·. 

· : CONNECTICl:TI' · ; 
. . 

. 'fITERATURE; :l)RAMA. :ANELMUSIC : · 

2.: Mon:te ·: Cristo~_ Cott.age . 

. · · CONNECTI€UT · ·, 

. ' 19th! CENTURY: ARCHITECTURE , ·' 

3.· . . Th_e··capi-tol 

. 4 . : · ·Lockwood-Mathews ·. Mansion . 

. 5.· .New Haven Historic District : ·. . . . 

- 'DISTRICT ' OF _: COLOMBIA· · 

. : ··19·th :( CENT1:1RY:'ARCHITECTURE· · 

6 • . · · l;,a~ayette·. Square Historic District 



ILLINOIS 

19th-CENTURY ARCHITECTURE : 

7. - Avery Coonley House (20th Century) 

8. - Pullman Historic District . 

9.. Riverside Historic District . ^, .•'̂w-.X*.̂ /̂-''-̂-̂'<̂*'' 

10... Unity.Ten5>le (20th..Century) •'••>_• • - • 
'. . MAINE 

• . • SCIENCE AND INVENTION • 

11. "Wickyup" the Admiral Richard E. Byrd Estate '\-

• MAINE • 

19th•CENTURY ARCHITECTURE 

12. ' Fort Knox ^efi^ 

13. Hamilton House , ^r^er^-^-y 

14.. McLellan-Sweat Mansion 

15. Morse-Libby House 

16. Nickels-Sortwell House 

2 . 

. "ILLINOIS: 

.. " .. .. .. ·· ... ,. 

: . 19tl;.-!CENTIJRY :.ARCHITEE:TBRB · : 

: 7-. • .Av~ry Coon~ey· House. :(2°0th-Century) 

· 8, · .Pullman Historic District ·. 

9 • . Riverside Historic District 

· ·MAINE 

11 ~ ·11Wi<;kyi.tp" the .. Admi~l' Richard E • . Byrd. Estate· . . 

. "MAINB · · 

. ·19th':'CENTURY .- ARCHITECTIJRE · · 

. . 12 ~: . Port : Kno.:ic · 4-t~. p~ 

. 13 ~. Hamil ton House · . J ~~,,;/:t--.i 

14 ~ . . McLellan- Sweat Mansion 

16~ Nickels- Sortwell HOU$e · 



MASSACHUSETTS; 

19th CENTURY•ARCHITECTURE 

17. Beacon H i l l Historic District . 

18. First Church ; of Christ •. 

19. Fort Warren 

20. Gardner-Pingree House 

21. Gore Place 

. 22. Hamilton Hall' 

23.. Oliver Hastings House . 

• 24. Massachusetts.General Hospital 

*? 25 . Massachusetts State. House 

26. Memorial Hall • 

•27. Old City. Hall 

28. Old South Church in Boston 

29. Old West Churdi 

30.. First Harrison Gray Otis House 

* 31. Quincy Market 

32. St. -Paul's Church (Episcopal) 

.33. David Sears House 

34. Sever Hall 

. *Importantly related to Architecture. 

· :MASSACHUSE.Tis·, : 

: "19th:.'CENTURY:'·ARCHITECTUIU;: · . 

* :17~: .. Beacon Hill ·Historic District 

18 ~, ·. Ffrst · Church : of .. Christ· ·. 

19 ~ Fort ·Warren· 

20:.·. Gardl')er:..P_i_ngree· House·· · 

·. 2L · Gore .Place · 

, :22~:._ Hamilton Hall · · 

, 23:. · • . Olivei•·Hasti:ngs .House·· . 

. -24:. ·. Massachusetts · .. General Hospital 

~ :2s:.. Mass·achusetts · .. State: House · 

·26~· .Memorial ·Hall · · 

28~- . Old· Sout~· ... Church :iri . Boston 

29:. Old·,West · Church . : 

~ :.SL · .Qui~cy ·Market ·. · . 

. :32·. ·. St. ,·Paui 's Church :·(Episcopal) · 

. _33·. ·:··David .Seµs House · 

*Importantly-. related·. to:Architecture. · · 

3 . 



MASSACHUSETTS continued 

19th •' CENTURY • ARCHITECTURE 

35.. Trinity.Church . 

36'. United.First Parish Church 

•37. •. United States Custom House ' 

38'.-. l^iiversity. Hall j 

39.. The Vale 

• MASSACHUSETTS :• 

SIGNERS ̂OF:THE-DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

. .**40, John Quincy Adams Birthplace 

i . .*'''41. Elrawobd 

42. Hancock-Clarke House 

MISSOURI 

P ' : l9th-CENTURY ARCHITECTURE ; 

43.'. Union Station , , 

44,. United States Cvistom House and Post Office 

. .**Iiiiportantly related-to Signers of the Declaration :of Independence. 

. "MASSACHUSETIS: continued· 

. ·19th-: CENTURY'.. ARCHI'i'E<::TURB: 

·35-,._ 'J'rin~ty·-Church . 

:36· • . United·. First :·Parish Church 

:37", ._ United·· State:LCustom House · ·. 

39··. , Thi:F Vale· . 

. .. MASSACHUSE'ITS: :_ 

. . SIGNERS _:_0p , THE {DE€LARATI0N._-:0P : INDEPENDENCE; : 

:- :""*'1-0:. .· Jolm .. Qui~cy Adams Bi~place 

_: :"~U·. ·· -Elmwood 

:42·~- Hancock-Clarke· .. House· 

. . MISSOURI · :· 

. '·- . - . . . .. ··- .. 

: •·i 9th ·I CEITT'URY : ARCHITE€TIJRE · · 

43.". Union Station 

·. :44·, :. United· ~tates ··. Custom .House· and .. Post ··Qffice 

:-:**Important1y·. related·. to·. S_igners :of the·.oeclaration. :of. Independence. · 

4 



NEW HAMPSHIRE 

SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OP INDEPENDENCE 

**45. Moffatt-Ladd House 

NEW JERSEY  

19th CENTURY ARCHITECTURE 

46. The Hermitage 

NEW JERSEY 

SIGNERS OF THE DELCARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

47. Francis Hopkinson House 

48. Morven 

49. President's House 

NEW YORK 

SIGNERS OF THE•DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

50. General William Floyd House 

I. - -

**Importantly related to Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

NEW .HAMPSHIRE 

SIGNERS OF TiiE DECIARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

**45. Moffatt-Ladd House 

"NEW JERSEY 

19th CENTURY . ARQHTECTIJRE 

46 . The Hermitage 

NEW .JERSEY 

SIGNERS OF IBE "DELCARATION "OF .INDEPENDENCE 

47. Francis Hopkinson House 

48 . Morven 

49 . President's House 

NEW 'YORK 

SIGNERS .. OF · THE . DECLARATION . OF . INDEPENDENCE 

SO . General William Floyd House 

**Importantly related to Signers of the Declaration of Independen~e . · 

5 



PENNSYLVANIA 

SIGNERS-OF•THE•DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

51'. Summers eat . 

. 52. George Taylor House 

• RHODE ISLAND 

19th.- CENTURY ARCHITECTURE 

53.' College H i l l Historic District •. 

54.. Corliss-Carrington House 

55. Thomas P. Ives Hovise 

56. Edward King House 

•57.'- William Watts Sherman Hotise 

SOUTH/DAKOTA.-:IOWA 

• LIVING'REMNANT 

S8.. Blood Run Site 

. 'PENNSYLVANIA :· 

. . SIGNERS :.oF ;nra .'DE<::LARATION; OF.-· fNBEPENDEN€E . 

. . SL · .Stunmerseat 

. . _52·. : Geo.rge 'J;'aylor House · · 

.. RHODE ·: ISLAND · 

: '•19tlf: €filITURY :' ARCHITECT-1:JR.E : · · 

53-•. · .. Coll_egtr Hill · Historic District · · 

. -54·. : . Corliss .:..Carri!lgton House · · 

. . ss . . Thqinas· P. Ives· House · · 

. · . ·s6:, · .Edward Kijtg House·· 

. :57-, : · William ·Watts , Sherinan. House · · 

. ·ss-. · .. Blood .R:tm Site:· .. 

. 6 . 



59'.. State House 

VERMONT 

•19th CENTURY ARCHITECTURE 

WYOMING 

LIVING-REMNANT.• 

60.. Medicine Wheel 

: "·19th·.'.CENTIJRY:'ARCHITE€Tl:JRE: ·, 

. 59•. State·-House·. 

· . LIVING ,'REMNANT", :-

-60.. Medicine . Wheel · · 

: 7 



United States Department of the Interior 
X.XTIONAL P.-\RK SF-RVICE 
\VASHI.\GTO.\, D.C. 2U24U 

IN REPLY KI.FER 1 0 : 

H34-flH 

FEB 2 3 1973 

Memorandum 

To: . Director, Northeast Region 

From: Chief Historian 

Subject: Receipt of National Historic Landmark Biennial 
Inspection Report[s] : • 

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of [aj biennial inspection 
report[s] for the following national historic landmarkjs]: 

Gore Place, Massachusetts 
New York Public Library, New York ' '' 
The Old House, New York 
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, New York 
St. Paul's Chapel, New York 

', V Thomas Moran House, New York • . 

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further develop
ments regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership 
and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, w i l l be 
greatly appreciated. 

(Sgd.J A. R. Morteasen 

PHH:HJ Sheely:kr 2/21/73 
bcc: PHHS-Mr. Sheely 

A. R. Mortensen • ?i . 

HP - Mass. - Gore Place 
New York̂ "- New York Public Library 

The Old House 
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims 
St. Paul's Chapel 
Thomas Moran House 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 

I N T ! eS3g_72 

United States Department of the Interior 

:\:\TIO~.'\L P:\RK SER\'!(:£ 
\\.ASHI:\GTO:\, D.C. 2U:.?-lU 

IS REPLY RE.FER 1·0: 

· H34-HH 

Memorandum 

To: Director, Northeast Region 

From: Chief Historian 

Subject: Receipt of National Historic Landmark Biennial 
Inspection Report[s ] 

FEB 2 3 ·1973 

We are pleased to acknowledge th.e receipt of {aJ biennial inspection 
r eport[sJ for the following national historic landmarkls]: 

Gore Place, Massachusetts 
New York Public Library, New York 
The Old House, New York 
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, New York 
St . Paul's Chapel, New York · 
Thomas Moran House, New York 

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further develop
ments regarding l andmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership 
and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, will be 
greatly appreciated . 

tSgd.) A. R. Mortens en 

A. R. Mortensen 

PHH:HJ Sheely:kr 2/21/73 
bee: PHKS-Mr. Sheely 

HP - ~ss. - gore Place · 
New York - New York Public Library 

The Old House 
Plymouth Church or the Pilgrims 
St. Paul's Chape:li (3,)hams Moran House 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 

INT: 093&-72 



PxEGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO: 

Gore Place 

'52 sore street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

Date of v i s i t May 26. 19T2 

Viaited by Edwin W. Small 
(name) 

Assistant to Director 
Northeast Region 

( t i t l e ) 

New England 
.F i e ld Of f i ce 

(Office) 

Received by Mrs. Lawrence W. Poison ,Curator for Gore Place Socjely, Inc. 
(name) ( t i t l e ) (Of f i ce ) 

Condition* This magnificent red b r i c k house w i t h connecting symmetrical wings at 
both ends dates from 1805 and i s the m.ost impressive example i n New England o f a 
h ighly s t y l i s h cotmtry place from the Federal Period, llhere i s nothing elsewhere 
i n the s i x states that i s j u s t l i k e i t and i t i s fortunate that the rectangiilar area 
of some 80 acres i n which i t i s set has been kept i n t a c t by the Gore Place Society 
i n order to provide forever , i t i s hoped, the type of immediate environs o r i g i n a l l y 
intended f o r the great hoxise. Protective l e g i s l a t i o n , not s p e c i f i c a l l y naming t h i s 
h i s t o r i c property, had t o be soiight from the state a f t e r World War I I i n order t o 
prevent the Ci ty o f Waltham from appropriating some of the land f o r a publ ic housing 
p ro j ec t . This l e g i s l a t i o n may be regarded as the beginning o f the movement under 
law i n current times f o r h i s t o r i c preservation i n Massachusetts. 

The Gore Place Society has been cautious i n proceeding w i t h adaptive use o f the 
f i e l d s tha t l i e between the external boundaries and the central core of the 
property containing the ho\;ise, a stable and landscaped grounds f l o u r i s h i n g w i t h 
trees and shrubs of considerable matur i ty . The society now, however, i s leasing 
some of the land t o a market gardner, who had a p o t e n t i a l crop of sweet com coming 
out o f the s o i l at the time of our v i s i t on May 26. A f i r e , the r e su l t o f arson, was 
detected i n the stable at 1:30 A.M. on August 17» 1971, as an alarm went o f f when the 
flames reached the roof of the b u i l d i n g . The society had t o e f f e c t immediate repairs 
at a cost i n excess o f $17,000 as much of the clapboarding at the rear and the east 
end was badly scorched or burned out completely. The f i r e appears t o have been set 
by vandals, possibly delinquent youths from the neighborhood, who approached the 
biailding frcm the rear. 

The stable i s f i t t e d out w i th chairs and tables and i s where the w r i t e r presented 
the landmark plaque at the annual meeting o f the society on May 17, 1971, attended 
by about one hundred o f the members. Ihe landmark c e r t i f i c a t e was not available at 
the time but was delivered to Mrs. Poison, the curator, on May 26, 1972. The 
landmark plaque i s displayed i n the h a l l o f the great house t h r o u ^ which a l l 
v i s i t o r s enter. 

The condit ion of the biaildings and grounds comprising Gore Place may be generally 
described as good t o excel lent . In addi t ion t o the bui ldings already mentioned, 
*Grounds, s t ructure /s , furnishings 

(continued) 

REGISTRY OF NATI OOAL HISTORIC 
.AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

Dat e of v i s i t My 26, 1972 

REPORT OF BIENNI AL VISIT TO: 

Gore Place 
,~ Gore ~tree t 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

Assistant to Director New England 
Vi G i t ed by __ E_dwi __ n.....,w~._ sm....,..al_l _____ ,_N_o_r_th_ e_as....,..t_ R_e .... g_io_n _____ , Field Office 

(name) (t i t l e) (Office) 

Received by Mrs. Lawrence w. Polson ,Curator for Gore Place Soc:t,_e_,:t;'i"',_I_n_c_. _ ____ _ 
(name) (title) (Office) 

Condition"' This magnificent red brick house with connecting symmetrical wings at 
both ends dates from 1805 and is the most impressive example in New England of a 
highly stylish coi.mtry place from the Federal Period. 'lhere is nothing elsewhere 
in the six states that is just like it and it is fortunate that the rectangular area 
of some 8o acr es in which it is set has been kept intact by the Gore Place Society 
in or der to provide forever, it is hoped, the type of i11111lediate environs originally 
intended for the great house. Protective legislation, not specifically naming th.is 
hist oric property, had to be sought fran the state a.:f'ter World War II in order to 
prevent the City of Waltham from appropriating some of the land for a public housing 
pr oject. '!his legislation may be regarded as the beginning of the movement i.mder 
law in current times for historic preservation in Massachusetts . 

The Gore Place Society has been cautious in proceeding with adaptive use of the 
fields that lie between the external boundaries and the central core of the 
property containing the house, a stable and landscaped grounds flourishing with 
trees and shrubs of considerable maturity. The society now, however, is leasing 
some of the land to a market gardner, who had a potential crop of sweet corn coming 
out of the soil at the time of our visit on Mey 26. A fire , the result of arson, was 
detected in the stable at l: 30 A. M. on August 17, 1971, as an alarm went off when the 
names reached the roof of the building. The society had to e f fect immediate repairs 
at a cost in excess of $17,000 as much of the clapboarding at the rear and the east 
end was badly scorched or burned out completely. The fire appears to have been set 
by vandals, possibly delinquent youths from the neighborhood, who approached the 
building f r om the r ear. 

The stable is fitte d out with chairs and tables and is where the writer presented 
the landmark plaque at the annual meeting of the society on Mey 17, 1971 , attended 
by about one htmdred of the members. '!he l andmark certificate was not available at 
the time but was delivered to Mrs. Polson, the curator, on Mey 26 , 1972. The 
landmark plaque is displeyed in the hall of the great house through which all 
visitors enter. 

The condition c:,f the buildings and grounds compr ising Gore Place may be generally 
described as good to excellent. In addition to the buildings already mentioned, 
*Gr ounds. s t ructur e/s, furnishings 

(continued) 



Operation** The curator and her husband occttpy quarters on the second f l o o r o f 
the west wing of the great manorial type house and a f f o r d some degree of protec t ion 
constantly. They are assisted i n showing the house by part- t ime hostesses, most of 
whom are middle-aged housewives and do a good job conducting v i s i t o r s through the 
numerous rooms. Because of the vast size and length o f the house, w i t h connecting 
curtains and wings at both ends, no less than two hostesses are on duty during the 
hours the house i s open during a season that runs from May 15 t o November 15, Oie 
number of v i s i t o r s varies from 3,000 t o 6,000 annually and an admission fee of $1,00 
i s charged. More s t a f f i n g would be necessary i f there were a larger and more constant 
f low of v i s i t o r s . During the 1971 season, v i s i t o r s came from kk states and l 8 fore ign 
countries. F a c i l i t i e s f o r luncheons or teas by special groups are available on the 
f i r s t f l o o r o f the west or servants' wing. Nine cxi l tura l groups, such as the Radc l i f f e 
Club of Boston, the In te rna t iona l Association of B i b l i o p h i l e s , the Antiquarian Society 
o f the Ar t I n s t i t u t e of Chicago and the Pottery and Porcelain Club of Providence, 
Rhode I s land , made use of these f a c i l i t i e s i n connection w i t h v i s i t s to the house 
i n 1971. There were also l 8 school groups. Various ccamnittees composed of members o f 
the society have a great deal t o do w i t h continual progress i n a c t i v i t i e s upgrading 
preservation and exh ib i t i on of the property as a whole. Worthy o f note i n p a r t i c i i l a r 
are the committees on groimds, accessions and res to ra t ion . The p r i n c i p a l (continued) 
Special Problems •jiĵ Q spaciotis grounds tha t s t i l l a f f o r d some aspect o f a country 

estate o f outstanding s ty le and qua l i t y are ever a tempting object ive f o r youths and 
children from the not too dis tant neighborhood of middle and lower middle class 
fami l ies to explore and also, unfor t tmate ly , t o vandalize. The f i r e of August 17, 1971, 
mentioned i n the f i r s t section of t h i s report was the culmination of repeated problems 
i n t h i s connection that had, fo r tuna te ly , compelled the society t o i n s t a l l a f i r e 
alarm system i n the stable as w e l l as more comprehensive protec t ion i n the great 
h i s t o r i c house i t s e l f . With a l i m i t on the resources at i t s command and other 
r e spons ib i l i t i e s and objectives to be met, i t does not appear that the society can 
do more. 

Suggestioua Offered None. The size of Gore Place and i t s bui ldings cal ls f o r 
support on a larger scale than i s normally the case w i t h a smaller and less unique 
New England h i s t o r i c house or property. Since the society was formed and acquired 
the property i n 1936, remarkable progress has been made and i t has been made because 
the \anusual nature of the pro jec t of preserving the great house and i t s extensive 
grounds has drawn uniisual support from persons o f both substance and influence i n 
Greater Boston who were made properly perceptive o f the unusual values involved. 
Ihe w r i t e r f i r s t saw Gore Place i n the autumn of 1935 while i t was s t i l l i n the 
hands o f the bankrupt Waltham Golf Club. S tar t ing wi th the house i t s e l f , the 
society has persevered f o r o-ver 35 years and can now show some results on the 
grounds as w e l l as very e f f e c t i v e work i n repa i r s , res tora t ion and especial ly the 
qua l i ty o f the numerous items o f f u r n i t u r e and furnishings that have gone i n t o the 
house. 

(Signed) 
EDWIN W. SMALL 

Jantiray 5, 1973 
(Data) 

**Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organi-ations, operating staff, 
use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 

., 
Operation'llnfr The curator and her husband occu;py quarters on the second floor of 

the west wing of the great manorial type house and afford some degree of protection 
constantly. They are assisted in showing the house by part-time hostesses, most of 
whom are middle-aged housewives and do a good job conducting visitors through the 
numerous rooms. Because of the vast size and length of the house, with connecting 
curtains and wings at both ends, no less than two hostesses are on duty during the 
hours the house is open during a season that runs fran May 15 to November 15. '!he 
number of visitors varies from 3 , 000 to 6 ,000 annually and an admission fee of $1.00 
is charged. More staffing would be necessary if there were a larger and more constant 
flow of visitors. During the 1971 season, visitors came from 44 states and 18 foreign 
countries. Facilities for l'lmcheons or teas by special groups are available on the 
first f loor of the west or servants' wing. Nine cultural grou;ps , such as the Radcliffe 
Club of Boston, the International Association of Bibliophiles , the Antiquarian Society 
of the Art Institute of Chicago and the Pottery and Porcelain Club of Providence , 
Rhode Island, made use of these facilities in connection with visits to the house 
in 1971. '!here were also 18 school groups . Various canmi ttees composed of members of 
the society have a great deal to do with continual progress in activities upgrading 
preservation and exhibition of the property as a whole. Worthy of note in particular 
are the committees on grounds, accessions and restoration. '!he principal ( continued) 
Special rxoblems The spacious grounds that still afford some aspect of a country 

estate of outstanding style and quality are ever a tempting objective for youths and 
children fran the not too distant neighborhood of middle and lower middle class 
families to explore and also, unfortunately, to vandalize. The fi re of August l 7, 1971, 
mentioned in the first section of this report was the culJD.ination of repeated problems 
in this connection that had, fortunately, compelled the society to install a fire 
alarm system in the stable as well as more comprehensive protection in the great 
historic house itself. With a limit on the resources at its command and other 
responsibilities and objectives to be met, it does not appear that the society can 
do more. 

Suggestions Otfered None. The size of Gore Place and its buildings calls for 
support on a larger scale than is normally the case with a smaller and less unique 
New England historic house or property. Since the society was formed and acquired 
the property in 1936, remarkable progress has been made and it has been made because 
the unusual nature of the project of preserving the great house and its extensive 
grounds has drawn unusual support from persons of both substance and influence in 
Greater Boston who were made properly perceptive of the unusual values involved. 
'!he writer f irst saw Gore Place in the autumn of 1935 while it was still in the 
hands of the bankrupt Waltham Golf Club. Starting with the house itself, the 
society has persevered for over 35 years and can now show some results on the 
grounds as well as very effective work in repairs, restoration and especially the 
quality of the numerous items of furniture and furnishings that have gone into the 
house. 

(Signed) 
EDWIN W. SM.ALL 

J anura..y 5 , 19 73 
(Date) 

1WtNote any changes in ownership, s ponsoring org~ni ~ations , operating Gtuf£ , 
use , location of pluque and certi f i cate, etc . 
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Gore Place ... . . 
52 Gore Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

Condition: (continued from page l ) 

there i s a farmer's cottage of about the same age as the great house located near 
an e x i t at the southeast comer o f the property. This i s occupied by an employee 
of the society , who has the t i t l e of gardener but ac tua l ly functions as an 
administrative assistant i n charge o f maintaining the bui ldings and grounds, • 

Operation: (continued from page 2) 

o f f i c e r s o f Gore Place Society are a president, who i s Peter A. Wick, a master 
at Governor Dummer Academy long well-known i n the Boston Area f o r his c u l t u r a l 
pursuits and leadership, and a secretary, who i s Pierce B. Browne. Other o f f i c e r s 
are a vice president, t reasurer , assistant treasurer and counsellor. In add i t ion , 
there i s a board of governors o f twelve out of the membership of the society and 
one member each representing the Trustees o f Reservations, the Society f o r the 
Preservation of New England Ant iqu i t i e s and the National Society o f the Colonial 
Dames o f America i n the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts, The three organizations 
thus represented have provided help o f a technical or mater ia l nature f o r many 
years and i t seems a wise measure t o have them d i r e c t l y associated wi th the 
a f f a i r s of the society. 
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Gore Place 
52 Gore Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 

as the great house located near 
This is occupied by an employee 
actually functions as an 
the buildings and grounds . 

officers of Gore Place Society are a president, who is Peter A. Wick, a master 
at Governor Dummer Acadeiey long well-known in the Boston Area for his cultural 
pursuits and leadership. and a secretary, who is Pierce B. Browne. Other officers 
are a vice president, treasurer, assistant treasurer and counsellor. In addition, 
there is a board of governors of twelve out of the membership of the society and 
one member each representing the Trustees of Reservations , the Society for the 
Preservation of New England Antiquities and the National Society of the Colonial 
Dames of America in the Connnonwealth of Massachusetts . The three organizations 
thus represented have provided help of a technical or material nature for many 
years and it seems a wise measure to have them directly associated with the 
affairs of the society. 



Gore 
Place 

A Restoration 
in Progress 

lay PhyUis Poison 

One of New England's grandest houtei. Gore Place, in 
Waltham, Mattachutetts, hat an architectural history 
almost as fascinating as the story of its first owner. 
In this article, Mrs. Laurence Poison, Gore Place 
curator, takes us on a tour of the great house and 
land that was once called, "My farm at Waltham" 

"My farm at Wahham," which is what Christo
pher Gore used to call his land, was a gradually 
acquired tract of 400 acres extending southward 
from what is now Main Street (in Waltham) to the 
Charles River. After their marriage in 1783, Chris
topher and his wife Rebecca Amory Payne Gore 
lived in Boston where Mr. Gore was a member of 
a number of learned societies, a pioneer of manu
facturing, and a lawyer in private practice. Three 
years later he decided to become a gentleman farm
er as well, and in 1786 he bought the first forty 
acres of the property that was to become Gore 
Place, as a summer residence and country seat. 
The whole tract was part of Beaver Brook Plow-
land granted originally to Sir Richard Saltonstall 
and the Reverend George Phillips, the first minister 
in Watertown. The forty-acre "homestead lot" with 
the original homestead—which burned down thir
teen years later while Mr. and Mrs. Gore were 
abroad—and its dependencies of which only the 
handsome coach house still stands, were eight miles 
from the State House. 

Christopher Gore (1758-1827), born in Boston, 
was the eighth of fourteen children in a Tory family 
of moderate means. He was a member of Harvard's 
famous class of 1776, and lucky enough to be elec
ted, the following year, to membership in that re
markable, nameless club of young men, all of whom 
seem to .have distinguished themselves later in 
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"My farm at Waltham," which is what Christo
pher Gore used to call his land, was a gradually 
acquired tract of 400 acres extending southward 
from what is now Main Street (in Waltham) to the 
Charles River. After their marriage in 1783, Chris
topher and his wife Rebecca Amory Payne Gore 
lived in Boston where Mr. Gore was a member of 
a number of learned societies, a pioneer of manu
facturing, and a lawyer in private practice. Three 
years later he decided to become a gentleman farm
er as well, and in 1786 he bought the first forty 
acres of the property that was to become Gore 
Place, as a summer residence and country seat. 
The whole tract was part of Beaver Brook Plow
land granted originally to Sir Richard Saltonstall 
and the Reverend George Phillips, the first minister 
in Watertown. The forty-acre "homestead lot" with 
the original homestead- which burned down thir
teen years later while Mr. and Mrs. Gore were 
abroad-and its dependencies of which only the 
handsome coach house. still stands, were eight miles 
from the State House. 

Christopher Gore (1758-1827), born in Boston, 
was the eighth of fo~rteen children in a Tory family 
of moderate means. He was a member of Harvard's 
famous class of 1776, and lucky enough to be elec
ted, the following year, to membership in that re
markable, nameless club of young men, all of whom 
seem to .have distinguished themselves later in 
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public life. John Trumbull describes this briefly in 
his Autobiography, Reminiscences and Letters: 

"At this period, 1777-8, a club was formed in 
Boston of young men fresh from college, among 
whose members were Rufus King, Christopher Gore, 
William Eustis, Royal Tyler, Thomas Dawes, Aaron 
Dexter, etc., etc. . . . The club generally met in my 
room, regaled themselves with a cup of tea instead 
of wine, and discussed subjects of literature, politics 
and war." 

Like all the rest of his young friends, Christopher 
Gore served with the Revolutionary forces, and when 
the war was over he settled down to reading law 
under the tutelage of Judge Lowell. In 1788 he was 
chosen to serve with Hancock and Adams on the 
Massachusetts Commission which ratified the Fed
eral Constitution. In 1790 he was appointed the 
first United States District Attorney for Massa
chusetts by President Washington. 

In 1796 the Honorable Christopher Gore and his 
wife were sent to London where they lived for eight 
years. He had been appointed Commissioner to 
Great Britain to serve under the unpopular Jay 
Treaty—part of the time as Charge d'Affaires— 
during which time he brilliantly succeeded in secur
ing several million dollars for American merchants 
for claims arising out of the Revolution. 

During this period in England John Trumbull, 
his old friend and classmate at Harvard, painted 
two portraits of him. (The friendships between 
Gore and Trumbull and Rufus King were to last 
them all their lives.) Later he painted three more. 
In Trumbull's own list of his paintings he includes 
five portraits of Christopher Gore—one of them 
in miniature—and two portraits of Rebecca Gore. 

In 1799, while they were still in England, the 
news came that the old house at Gore Place had 
burned to the ground. Mrs. Gore, a great enthu
siast for architecture with a very real talent for it 
herself, lost no time. She began dreaming up a new 
house to take its place, and thinking about what 
kind of house she would like to have at Waltham. 

The fascinating circumstances under which the 
plans for the new house at Gore Place were thought 
out and drawn up are completely recorded for us 
in four letters from Christopher Gore to Rufus King, 
who was our Minister to Great Britain at this time. 
In May, 1801, Mr. and Mrs. Gore went to spend a 
few months in Paris, and it was from there that the 
first two letters concerning the new house were 
written during the summer. 

"Paris, 20 June, 1801 . . . Capt. Izzard introduced 
us to Monsieur Legrand with whom he became 
acquainted through a letter from Mr. Smith. He 
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public life. John Trumbull describes this briefly m 
his Autobiography, Reminiscences and Letters: 

"At this period, 1777-8, a club was formed in 
Boston of young men fresh from college, among 
whose members were Rufus King, Christopher Gore, 
William Eustis, Royal Tyler, Thomas Dawes, Aaron 
Dexter, etc., etc .... The club generally met in my 
room, regaled themselves with a cup of tea instead 
of wine, and discussed subjects of literature, politics 
and war." 

Like all the rest of his young friends, Christopher 
Gore served with the Revolutionary forces, and when 
the war was over he settled down to reading law 
under the tutelage of Judge Lowell. In 1788 he was 
chosen to serve with Hancock and Adams on the 
Massachusetts Commission which ratified the Fed
eral Constitution. In 1790 he was appointed the 
first United States District Attorney for Massa
chusetts by President Washington. 

In 1796 the Honorable Christopher Gore and his 
wife were sent to London where they lived for eight 
years. He had been appointed Commissioner lo 
Great Britain to serve under the unpopular Jay 
Treaty- part of the time as Charge d' Affaires
during which time he brilliantly succeeded in secur
ing several million dollars for American merchants 
for claims arising out of the Revolution. 

During this period in England John Trumbull, 
his old friend and classmate at Harvard, painted 
two portraits of him. (The friendships between 
Gore and Trumbull and Rufus King were to last _ 
them all their lives.) Later he painted three more. 
In Trumbull's own list of his paintings he includes 
five portraits of Christopher Gore-one of them 
in miniature- and two portraits of Rebecca Gore. 

In 1799, while they were still in England, the 
news came that the old house at Gore Place had 
burned to the ground. Mrs. Gore, a great enthu
siast for architecture with a very real talent for it 
herself, lost no time. She began dreaming up a new 
house to take its place, and thinking about what 
kind of house she would like to have at Waltham. 

The fascinating circumstances under which the 
plans for the new house at Gore Place were thought 
out and drawn up are completely recorded for us 
in four letters from Christopher Gore to Rufus King, 
who was our Minister to Great Britain at this time. 
In May, 1801, Mr. and Mrs. Gore went to spend a 
few months in Paris, and it was from there that the 
first two letters concerning the new house were 
written during the summer. 

"Paris, 20 June, 1801 . .. Capt. Izzard introduced 
us to Monsieur Legrand with whom he became 
acquainted through a letter from Mr. Smith. He 
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has been useful and obliging. I do not mean to 
deprecate the character of French, English, or 
American, but such kind of man is not to be 
found in the two latter. . . ." 
Paris, 3 July, 1801 . . . Mrs. G. is now with Mon
sieur Legrand in the adjoining parlour building 
houses...." 

Mrs. Gore's M. Legrand is, of course, Jacques 
Guillaume Legrand, the distinguished architect and 
author of a number of architectural documents 
which were having a tremendous influence on the 
new taste of the Federal Period following the Revo
lution, with American builders turning to France 
and away from England for architectural inspira
tion. It is not improbable that Mrs. Gore had al
ready seen some of these documents in America. 

During the year following, she seemed to be col
laborating with legrand almost as an associate 
architect, one would gather. Back in England she 
had completed a sketch of what she required, which, 
apparently, she sent on to Legrand for his criticism 
and professional assistance in drawing the plans 
correctly. 

A third letter to Rufus King—this year the Kings 
are in Paris—was written in London: 

"London, 20 October, 1802 . . . Mrs. G. has sent 
the plan of our intended house, with a wish that 
you should explain it to Legrand, and request 
him to make a compleat and perfect plan accord
ing to her sketch. We do not mean to be more 
than three feet out of ground. In the oval room, 
the chimney to be in the place where the centre 
window was. I fear that the smoke cannot be well 
conveyed away i f we have a window over the 
fireplace, which Mrs. Gore wishes—and so like
wise in the chamber above. [Mrs. Gore had 
doubtless been to Malmaison where the most 
famous example of this intriguing kind of picture 
window set into the wall over the fireplace occurs 
in Napoleon's library, and frames a view of the 
gardens.] On this pray converse with him, and 
if it cannot be effected, we must have a stack of 
chimneys run up in that place, according to the 
old way. . . ." 

Two weeks later Christopher Gore writes the 
fourth letter from their house in Surrey: 

"Randall's, Monday Nov. 7, 7802 . . . I shall be 
much obliged i f you will attend to my plan with 
Legrand. We have in idea built our house, and 
mean, si la guerre ne defend, to go the next sum
mer to Paris to purchase some drawing room and 
bedroom furniture, for its ornament, and our 
comfort." 

Christopher Gore, builder-
owner of Gore Place. From 
a painting by John Trumbull 

Right: Legrand's sophisti. 
cated staircase spirals up for 
three full flights at Gore Place 

The sideboard used by the Gore family is one of the 
four original pieces in Gore Place. It was given to the 
Society this year and is again in the Oval Dining Room 

Opposite the sideboard in the Oval Dining Room is one 
of the moulded mantels of the House. Note the double 
windows, which were installed by Christopher Gore in 1817 
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deprecate the character of French, English, or 
American, but such kind of man is not to be 
found in the two latter .. . . " 
Paris, 3 July, 1801 . . . Mrs. G. is now with Mon
sieur Legrand in the adjoining parlour building 
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Mrs. Gore's M. Legrand is, of course, Jacques 

Guillaume Legrand, the distinguished architect and 
author of a number of architectural documents 
which were having a tremendous influence on the 
new taste of the Federal Period following the Revo• 
lution, with American builders turning to France 
and away from England for architectural inspira
tion. It is not improbable that Mrs. Gore had al
ready seen some of these documents in America. 

During the year following, she seemed to be col
laborating with {.('grand almost as an associate 
architect, one would gather. Back in England she 
had completed a sketch of what she required, which. 
apparently, she sent on to Legrand for his criticism 
and professional assistance in drawing the plans 
correctly. 

A third letter to Rufus King- this year the Kings 
are in Paris-was written in London: 

"London, 20 October, 1802 ... Mrs. G. has sent 
the plan of our intended house, with a wish that 
you should explain it to Legrand, and request 
him to make a compleat and perfect plan accord
ing to her sketch. We do not mean to he more 
than three feet out of ground. In the oval room, 
the chimney to be in the place where the centre 
window was. I fear that the smoke cannot be well 
conveyed away if we have a window over the 
fireplace, which Mrs. Gore wishes-and so like
wise in the chamber above. [Mrs. Gore had 
doubtless been to Malmaison where the most 
famous example of this intriguing kind of picture 
window set into the wall over the fireplace occurs 
in Napoleon's library, and frames a view of the 
gardens.] On this pray converse with him, and 
if it cannot be effected, we must have a stack of 
chimneys run up in that place, according to the 
old way .•.• " 
Two weeks later Christopher Gore writes the 

fourth letter from their house in Surrey: 
"Randall's, Monday Nov. 1, 1802 . .. I shall be 
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The sideboard used by the Gore family is one of the 
four original pieces in Gore Place. It was given to the 
Society this year and is again in the Oval Dining Room 

Opposite the sideboard in the Oval Dining Room is one 
of the moulded mantels of the House. Note the double 
windows, which were installed by Christopher Gore in 1817 
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After returning to Boston, Christopher Gore 
wrote that ground was broken in March, 1805, for 
the new house. The cost was to be $23,000, and it 
was to be "built with the greatest economy and 
absence of ornamentation." The exterior design is 
noble with a finely proportioned central block 
flanked by two lower wings that terminate in pedi-
mented pavilions. 

The two principal elevations, proportioned in a 
superb manner and architecturally of equal impor
tance, are nearly a hundred and seventy-five feet 
long. 

It is probable that Legrand was responsible only 
for the very accomplished plan of the mansion at 
Core Place. While the plan is characteristically Louis 
X V I in conception, there is nothing in the least 
French about the mansion's exterior walls of brick 
laid up in Flemish bond, and double-hung, sliding 
sash windows are never to be seen in France. These, 
and the extreme simplicity of the interior details—-
the simple balustrades, for example, in the railing 
of the sophisticated staircase, have to do with 
the architecture of Massachusetts. Core Place 
used to be attributed to Charles Bulfinch, which is 
not impossible as an idea, since Bulfinch was still 
working in Boston when this house was built, and 
the State House was only eight miles away. The 
ornament of the handsome mantels, which are 
richer in detail than the rest of the interior wood
work, appears to have been cast and applied by 
master craftsmen. 

By 1806 the house was far enough along for Mr. 
Gore to be ordering French wallpaper for it—under 
the direction of his wife. In a letter of that year he 
writes: 

"Papers, French, good and good borders. Price 
one dollar each roll. Some plain and some with 
small figures. Suitable in [Mrs. Core's] judgment 
for drawing room and entry. The plain are of stone 
colors, buff and deep [and] of full green. The 
ground of these with figures are all of a quiet or 
stone color. The papers are all well-glaized. We 
are going to order some of the like kind for our 
chambers. They are seldom not so good or so cheap. 
The papers are nineteen inches wide and nine and 
one half yards long each roll. The borders which 
she [Mrs. Core] had already taken are narrow and 
were intended for the lower room and chamber." 

After retiring from public life in 1817—Chris
topher Core had been Governor of Massachusetts 
in 1809 and 1810, and a member of the United 
States Senate from 1813 to 1816—the house was 
made suitable for year-round living. "We have been 

putting our house in state for winter quarters by 
some double windows, repairing stoves, and by 
laying down woolen carpets and fixing up curtains 
to the windows." The Governor and Mrs. Gore 
were enjoying "all the comforts of this world that 
kindness and friendship can bestow," and here at 
Gore Place were all his books—"a comfortable re
source of age." 

Christopher Core died in 1827. Rebecca Amory 
Payne Core died in 1834. There were no children, 
children. 

Christopher Gore's $100,000 bequest to Harvard 
University was used to construct Gore Hall, dedi
cated by President Quincy in 1837. It is, however, 
no longer standing. 

The new house was built on the site of the old 
one on the homestead lot, in which Governor Core 
concentrated the more ambitious landsca[>e devel
opments of the place. The planting plans for these 
forty acres are attributed to Humphrey Repton, the 
famous English landscape gardener of the Eigh
teenth Century. This part of the original holding 
was once famous for its forest trees and for the 
"Mile Walk." The surviving trees are evidence of 
the former grandeur of the scene. The plan in 
progress has been designed to retain as many fea
tures of the original plan as possible. During this 
past year the old herb garden has been restored in 
its propter place and apple trees have been planted 
to re-establish the orchard. Other features of the 
landscape plan include the old grapery, the ha-ha 
walls, the cutting garden, the spacious lawns, the 
rebuilding of the Mile Walk, and the planting of 
"every variety of forest tree," with wild flowers 
beneath, so that again "birds will nest there as if in 
the wild wood." 

The twenty-two rooms shown to visitors express 
the spirit of the times, both in the choice of furni
ture and its arrangement. Among the furnishings, 
pieces that belonged to the Cores originally in
clude the sideboard in the Oval Dining Room, 
which was returned to the Society only this year. 
Many of its old books are back in the library, family 
portraits that used to hang on the walls hang there 
again, and Governor Core's inaugural suit of rich, 
plum-colored silk, handsomely embroidered, hangs 
in the master chamber. 

Core Place, country seat of the Honorable Chris
topher Core and Mrs. Core, is owned and main
tained by Core Place Society, incorporated in 1935, 
to preserve and restore for future generations one 
of the finest examples in New England of an estate 
of the Federal Period. *•* 

After returning to Boston, Christopher Gore 
wrote that ground was broken in March, 1805, for 
the new house. The cost was to be $23,000, and it 
was to be "built with the greatest economy and 
absence of ornamentation." The exterior design is 
noble with a finely proportioned central block 
flanked by two lower wings that terminate in pedi
mented pavilions. 

The two principal elevations, proportioned in a 
superb manner and architecturally of equal impor
tance, are nearly a hundred and seventy-five feet 
long. 

It is probable that Legrand was responsible only 
for the very accomplished plan of the mansion at 
Gore Place. While the plan is characteristically Louis 
XVI in conception, there is nothing in the least 
French about the mansion's exterior walls of brick 
laid up in Flemish bond, and double-hung, sliding 
sash windows are never to be seen in France. These, 
and the extreme simplicity of the interior details
the simple balustrades, for example, in the railing 
of the sophisticated staircase, have to do with 
the architecture of Massachusetts. Gore Place 
used to be attributed to Charles Bulfinch, which is 
not impossible as an idea, since Bulfinch was still 
working in Boston when this house was built, and 
the State House was only eight miles away. The 
ornament of the handsome mantels, which are 
richer in detail than the rest of the interior wood
work, appears to have been cast and applied by 
master craftsmen. 

By 1806 the house was far enough along for Mr. 
Gore to be ordering French wallpaper for it- under 
the direction of his wife. In a letter of that year he 
writes: 

"Papers, French, good and good borders. Price 
one dollar each roll. Some plain and some with 
small figures. Suitable in [Mrs. Gore's) judgment 
for drawing room and entry. The plain are of stone 
colors, buff and deep [and ) of full green. The 
ground of these with figures are all of a quiet or 
stone color. The papers are all well-glaized. We 
are going to order some of the like kind for our 
chambers. They are seldom not so good or so cheap. 
The papers are nineteen inches wide and nine and 
one half yards long each roll. The borders which 
she [Mrs. Gore) had already taken are narrow and 
were intended for the lower room and chamber." 

After retiring from public life in 1817- Chris
topher Gore had been Governor of Massachusetts 
in 1809 and 1810, and a member of the United 
States Senate from 1813 to 1816-the house was 
made suitable for year-round living. "We have been 

putting our house in state for winter quarters by 
some double windows, repairing stoves, and by 
laying down woolen carpets and fixing up curtains 
to the windows." The Governor and Mrs. Gore 
were enjoying "all the comforts of this world that 
kindness and friendship can bestow," and here at 
Gore Place were all his books-"a comfortable re
source of age." 

Christopher Gore died in 1827. Rebecca Amory 
Payne Gore died in 1834. There were no children. 
children. 

Christopher Gore's $100,000 bequest to Harvard 
University was used to construct Gore Hall, dedi
cated by President Quincy in 1837. It is, however, 
no longer standing. 

The new house was built on the site of the old 
one on the homestead lot, in which Governor Gore 
concentrated the more ambitious landscape devel
opments of the place. The planting plans for these 
forty acres are attributed to Humphrey Repton, the 
famous English landscape gardener of the Eigh
teenth Century. This part of the original holding 
was once famous for its forest trees and for the 
"Mile Walk." The surviving trees are evidence of 
the former grandeur of the scene. The plan in 
progress has been designed to retain as many fea
tures of the original plan as possible. During this 
past year the old · herb garden has been restored in 
its proper place and apple trees have been planted 
to re-establish the orchard. Other features of the 
landscape plan include the old grapery, the ha-ha 
walls, the cutting garden, the spacious lawns, the 
rebuilding of the Mile Walk, and the planting of 
"every variety of forest tree," with wild flowers 
beneath, so that again "birds will nest there as if in 
the wild wood." 

The twenty-two rooms shown to visitors express 
the spirit of the times, both in the choice of furni
ture and its arrangement. Among the furnishings, 
pieces that belonged to the Gores originally in
clude the sideboard in the Oval Dining Room, 
which was returned to the Society only . this year. 
Many of its old books are back in the library, family 
portraits that used to hang on the walls hang there 
again, and Governor Gore's inaugural suit of rich, 
plum-colored silk, handsomely embroidered, hangs 
in the master chamber. 

Gore Place, country seat of the Honorable Chris
topher Gore and Mrs. Gore, is owned and main
tained by Gore Place Society, incorporated in 1935, 
to preserve and restore for future generations one 
of the finest examples in New England of an estate 
of the Federal Period. ❖ 
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In September, 1793, the Reverend William Bentley noted in his diary that he 
saw "rising on our right a splendid seat belonging to Gore. The right wing was 
not compleated but the whole formed a fine object." Bentley was referring to 
"the young, beautiful, and excellent Christopher Gore," as a female contern-
porary described him, whose estate at Waltham, Massachusetts, at one later 
point comprised four hundred acres. In 1799, while Gore was in England on a 
government mission, his "splendid seat" was destroyed by fire. He promptly 
had a new mansion designed, and this was ready for occupancy in 1804 when he 
returned to America fully prepared to live in the style of an English country 
gentleman. Sir Augustus John Foster, a visiting British minister, conceded that 
Gore Place (pages 162-63) was "a very handsome comfortable house." Actually 
it remains one of the finest country houses built in New England during the 
Federal period. Gore then became Massachusetts' seventh governor. However, 
his conservative constituency was disconcerted by his frequent public appear
ances in an orange coach with brilliantly liveried footmen and outriders, and 
shortly turned him out of office. The exquisitely studied design of Gore Place 
contrasts remarkably with the strictly traditional character of such a house as 
Home Place. With its steep-pitch roof spreading over the galleries surrounding 
the structure to provide a cool, dry outdoor area, its main floor ventilated by tall 
French windows and raised above the earth by a ground floor of ful l height as 
a protection from dampness, and its complete reliance on native materials, it is 
a direct outgrowth of local need, tradition, and habit —a successful solution, 
developed in French colonial times, to the special problems presented by 
the climate and geography of the region. 

Home Place, St. Charles Parish, built in 1801; a typical Louisiana plantation house 

In September, 1793, the Reverend William Bentley noted in !his diary that he 
saw "rising on our right a splendid seat belonging to Gore. The right wing was 
not compleated but the whole formed a fine object." Bentley was referring to 
"the young, beautiful, and excellent Christopher Gore," as a female contem
porary described him, whose estate at Waltham, Massachusetts, at one late r 
point comprised four hundred acres. In 1799, while Gore was in England on a 
government mission, his "splendid seat" was destroyed by fire. He promptly 
had a new mansion designed, and this was ready for occupancy in 1804 when he 
returned to America fully prepared to live in the style of an English country 
gentleman. Sir Augustus John Foster, a visiting British minister, conceded that 
Gore Place (pages 162-63) was "a very handsome comfortable house." Actually 
it remains one of the finest country houses built in New England during the 
Federal period. Gore then became Massachusetts ' seventh governor. However, 
his conservative constituency was disconcerted by his fr..:quent pubiic appear
ances in an orange coach with brilliantly liveried footmen and outriders, and 
shortly turned him out of o ffice. The exquisite ly studied design of Gore Place 
contrasts remarkably with the strictly traditional character of such a house as 
Home Place. With its steep-pitch roof spreading over the galleries surrounding 
the structure to provide a cool, dry outdoor area, its main floor ventilated by tall 
French windows and raised above the earth by a ground Boor of full height as 
a protection from dampness, and its complete reliance on native materials, it is 
a direct outgrowth of local need, tradition, and habit-a successful solution, 
developed in French colonial times, to the special problems presented by 
the climate and geography of the region. 

Home Place, St. Charles Parish, built in 1801 ; a typical Louisiana plantation house 
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Annual Report - To the Members and Friends 

It is a pleasure to report the activi

ties and development of Gore Place 

during the past year. The house 

opened on April 15 with an out

standing exhibition of Crewel Em

broidery done by the students of 

Mrs. Frederic C. Hedlund. During 

the three days of the exhibit over 

600 visitors attended despite the 

snow and rain. The house was 

shown by members of the events 

committee and Waltham members 

and friends. The annual meeting 

was held in the stable on May 17. A 

ceremony marking the designation 

of Gore Place as a Registered Na

tional Historic Landmark by the 

United States Department of the 

Interior was performed. Mr. Edwin 

W. Small of the National Park Serv

ice presented a bronze plaque to 

Mr. Wick. Present were Mayor 

Clark of Waltham and Mr. Muller, 

Chairman of Selectmen of Water

town. On May 27 a formal dedica

tion and unveiling of a tablet at the 

entrance gates was held. Donated 

by the Ames family these gates are 

in memory of Mrs. John S. Ames, a 

devoted member of the Board of 

Governors for many years. 

The events committee planned 

the twelfth fall member afternoon. 

Mrs. George E. Downing, chairman 

of the Rhode Island Historical Pres

ervation Commission spoke on 

"Newport - Past and Present" and 

tea was served in the mansion. 

Visitors came to Gore Place dur

ing the season from 44 states and 18 

foreign countries. In addition to the 

ladies of the Harvard Fiftieth, the 

Radcliffe Club of Bos ton, North 

American Lily Association, Interna

tional Association of Bibliophiles, 

New England Chapter of the Herb 



Society of America, The Antiquar
ian Society of the Art Institute of 

Chicago, the Pottery and Porcelain 
Club of Providence, Rhode Island 
and many other groups had tours. 
Nine large groups enjoyed our facil
ities for luncheons or teas in the 
servants' wing and 18 school groups 
visited the house. 

The illustrated lecture explaining 

the restoration has been shown by 
our curator to many groups in other 
communities. During the year we 

welcomed one benefactor, 20 new 
members and 8 new life members. 

In addition to usual maintenance, 
the inlaid bellflower drop-leaf table 
in the music room was restored and 

blue damask hangings were made 

for the bed in Mrs. Gore's chamber. 
The accessions included Governor 
Gore's prayer book used at the 
King's Chapel. 

The grounds committee planted 
three maple trees, six hawthorn 
trees, plants in the cutting garden, 
and herbs for the herb garden which 
was cared for by the Garden Clubs 
of Waltham during the summer 

months. The northerly extension of 
the parking area was completed. 

The stable was seriously dam
aged by fire due to vandalism on 
August 17. The stall room, stairs 

and roof suffered the most. The 
stable committee has received bids 
for restoring this area and work has 
begun this fall. 

As plans for the future continue 
to develop in all areas of restoration, 
the support of all our members and 
friends is greatly appreciated. 

Peter A. Wick 
President 



Gore Place 
open 

Ap-ril 15 through November IS 

Tuesday through Saturday 

10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

Sunday, 2 P.M. to 5 P.M. 

* 

Following is a list of those who made 

gifts of articles appropriate to the 

restoration in 1971, for which 

the Society is much indebted: 

Mrs. Joseph W . Lund 

Mrs. Edward S. Mason 

Reverend Carl Scovel 

Mr. Henry Seron 

* 

Staff 
Mrs. Laurence W. Polson, Curator 

Mrs. Howard Jacobsen 

A dminis trative Assistant 
Kenneth C. Smith, Gardener 

Gore Place Society 
OFFICERS 

Peter A. Wick, President 

Mrs. James H. Perkins, Vice President 

William B. Osgood, Treasurer 

Pierce B. Browne, Secretary 

Gilbert R. Payson, Assistant Treasurer 

Lispenard B. Phister, Counsellor 

GOVERNORS 

The above officers , ex-officio 

Tem1s expiring 1972 

Mrs. Yves Henry Buhler 

Mrs. John H. Cmlllingbam 

Mr. J. Hampden Robb 

Mr. C. Adrian Rubel 

T erms expiring 1973 

Mrs. David Ames Mrs. Joseph W. Lund 

Mrs. Edmund Rice 

Mr. Arthur H. Brooks, Jr. 

T erms expiring 1974 

Mrs. James F. Hunnewell 

Mrs. Stephen Wheatland 

Mrs. Henry Lyman Mr. George L. Wrenn, 3rd 

TO SERVE FOR ONE YEAR 

Representing the Trustees of Reserva tions 

Sidney N. Sburcliff 

Representing the Society fo1 the Preservation 

of New England Antiquities 

David M .K. McKibbin 

Representing the National Society of the 

Colonial Dames of America in tbe 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Mrs. Sewall H. Fessenden 
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Annual Report - To the Members and Friends 

It is a pleasure to report the activi

ties and development of Gore Place 

during t he past year. The house 
opened on April 15 and the annual 
meeting was held in the stable on 
Monday, May 15. In memory of Mrs. 
John H. Cunningham a pin oak tree 
donated by an anonymous friend 
was planted in the south meadow. On 

September 25 a formal dedication 
ceremony was held followed by tea. 
The Board of Governors, members 

of the family, Grounds Committee 
and friends attended. 

The Events Committee planned 
the 1972 members' afternoon. Mrs. 
Allan R. Finlay, Wayland Garden 
Club and National Judge spoke on 
"Designs for the Eighteenth Centu

ry, History, Containers, Fabrics and 
Flowers" and tea was served in 
the mansion. 

The Garden Club Federation of 

Massachusetts, Inc., in cooperation 
with Gore Place Society presented 

a standard flower show "Country 
Weekend at Gore Place" on Octo
ber 27 and 28. The schedule featured 
Division I- Artistic in the rooms 
of the mansion and Division II
Horticulture in the stable. The house 
was shown by members of the 
Events Committee and Waltham 
members and friends. During the 
two days of the show one thousand 
visitors attended. 

Visitors came to Gore Place dur
ing the season from 41 states and 
16 foreign countries. In addition to 
local school children, and students 
from Garland, Bentley and Brandeis 

Colleges, the Junior League of Hart
ford, the ladies committee of the 
St. Louis Art Museum. Bryn Mawr 



Club of Boston, Belmont Garden 

Club, and the Association of Indus
tries of Massachusetts and many 
other groups had guided tours. Nine 

large groups enjoyed our facilities 
for luncheons or teas in the servants' 
wing. During the year we welcomed 
one benefactor, eighteen new mem
bers and eight new life members. 

In addition to usual mainte
nance, new hangings and valance 
were made for the bed in the north 
west chamber. The accessions in
cluded a Gore coin silver tea serv
ice, a set of leather bound books, 
and two commissions signed by 
Christopher Gore. 

The Grounds Committee has plac
ed two additional boxes of boxwood 
on the mounting block and the row 

of lindens parallel to Gore Street 
has been completed. A new and re-

vised map of the grounds of Gore 
Place has been finished and will be 
distributed this spring. The Grounds 
Committee and members of the 

Waltham Garden Club tended the 
herb and cutting gardens during 
the summer months. 

As plans for the future continue 
to develop in all areas of restoration, 
the support of all our members and 
friends is greatly appreciated. 

Peter A. Wick 
President 



Gore Place 
open 

April 15 through November l S 

Tuesday through Saturday 

10 A.M. to S P.M. 

Sunday, 2 P.M. to 5 P.M. 

* 
Following is a list of those who made 

gifts of articles appropriate to the 

restoration in 1972, for which 

the Society is much indebted : 

Mrs. John H. Cunningham 

Estate of Mrs. Herbert Evans 

Mr. George Gore 

Mrs. Howard Jacobsen 

Mr. Henry Seton 

* 

Staff 
Mrs. Laurence W. Polson, Curator 

Mrs. Howard Jacobsen 
Administrative Assistant 

Kenneth C. Smith, Gardener 

Gore Place Society 
OFFICERS 

Peter A. Wick, President 
Mrs. James H. Perkins, Vice President 

William B. Osgood , Treasurer 
Pierce B. Browne, Secretary 

Gilbert R. Payson , Assistant Treasurer 
Lispenard B. Phister, Counsellor 

GOVER ORS 
The above officers, ex-officio 

Tenns expiring 1973 
Mrs. David Ames Mrs. Joseph W. Lund 

Mrs. Edmund Rice 
Mr. Arthur H Brooks, Jr. 

Terms expiring I 9 74 
Mrs. James F. Hunnewell Mrs. Stephen Wheatland 

Mrs. Henry Lyman Mr. George L. Wrenn, 3rd 

Terms expiring 1975 
Mrs. Edward Boit Mrs. Josiah H. Child, Jr. 

Mr. George W.W. Brewster Mr. Warren C. Moffett 

M.r. Henry Seton-Honorary Trustee for Life 

TO SERVE FOR ONE YEAR 
Representing the Trustees of Reservations 

Sidney . Shurcliff 

Representing the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities 

David M.K. McKibbin 

Representing the National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Mrs. Sewall H. Fessenden 
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The Plan for Development 
Governor Gore confined the area of his more in
tensive landscape development to the original 
forty-acre 'homestead'; the identical area shown 
herewith. The Plan is carefully designed to retain 
as many of the original landscape features as pos
sible while at the same time a new pond is pro
posed to replace the pond on the south side of 
Grove Street, which is no longer either visible or 
accessible from the Mansion House. 

Individual Features of the Plan 

MANSTON HOUSE: now fully restored and furnished. 

STABLE: an original building partially restored. The proposed 
garage and committee room arc needed for present-day uses. 

FARM lll.lILDINC: site of Governor Gore's fanner's house, 
moved away in 1834. It may some day be replaced. 

CRAPERY: here the Governor grew at one time 'uoo bunches 
of grapes'. 

SUMMERHOUSE: site for proposed structure. 

DEER PARK & SHELTER: known to have existed. 

POND: to replace the pond across Grove Street, which is no 
longer available. 

HA-HA WALL: This wall, concealed by an earth banking from 
the Mansion side, is original and runs along the Grove Street 
and Gore Street property lines to the south and west of the 
Mansion. It will be increased in height with an earth mound 
to screen out factory buildings. 

'SPACIOUS LAWN' : is referred to in this manner in an early 
description. 

DRIVEWA vs: the existing drive entering from Gore Street and 
exiting on Waltham Street, together with the large turning 
oval, are believed to be original. The proposed entrance drive 
and parking area are for present-day convenience. 

ORCHARD, GRAPE ARBOR, KITCHEN GARDEN, SUNDIAL: known 
to have been present i11 these general locations. 

CUTTING GARD.EN: certainly would have been present in this 
general area and probably would have been formal in the 
earlier English tradition, rather than Rcptonian. 

HERJI CARDEN: would also have been present and very likely 
would have been compartmented in an old 'knot garden' 
pattern. 

BROOK: 'fonperly gave smelts and alewives'. 

LYMAN CARDEN: traces of the garden paths developed here be
tween 1834 and 1838 by Theodore Lyman are still very dis
tinct in the present lawn. This site is to be reserved in case 
some future generation wishes to restore this garden. 



Governor Gore 

Christopher Gore was born in 1758, entered Har
vard at thirteen, and graduated in 1776, his studies 
having been interrupted by the R evolution. He 
then studied law and otherwise occupied his time 
with the constant intention of improving his 
means and advantages. 

As he matured Gore became known as a man 
of brilliant mind and great integrity who was uni
versally liked and admired. He was well traveled, 
sophisticated, and a classical scholar with literary 
tastes, social graces, and a strong predilection for 
country living. In 1789 he was appointed the first 
U . S. Attorney for Massachusetts. He was given 
chief place in the commission under Jay's Treaty 
to settle claims, from 1796 to 1804. In 1802 and 
1803 he acted as charge d'affaires for our embassy 
at the Court of St. James. He lived in London, 
v isited the Continent, and was admitted to the 
highest circles everywhere. He returned to live in 
Boston in 1804 and resumed his law practice. In 
1806 and 1807 Gore was Massachusetts Senator, 
in 1808 R epresentative for Boston, in 1809 and 
1810 Governor of Massachusetts, and then retired 
to private life at W altham. In 1814 he left his re
tirement to fill a vacancy in the United States 
Senate for three years, and once more retired in 
poor health. He died at Boston in 1827 and was 
buried in the Granary Burial Ground next to the 
Park Street Church. 



Brief History of Gore Place 

Governor Gore purchased the forty-acre 'home
stead' portion of his property in 1786 to use as a 
summer residence and soon after was accepted as 
a bona fide resident of Waltham by vote of the 
Town Meeting. He became an enthusiastic and 
competent farmer and always operated his estate 
as a farm. After the acquisition offurther lands he 
held a total of about 400 acres, which extended all 
the way south to the Charles R iver and included 
a sizable pond which can still be seen south of 
Grove Street. On the north side of Main Street he 

had the largest and finest barn in the cow1ty, 40 

X 150 feet with two wings each 25 X 50 feet, and 
another ham at the foot of Gore Street. The orig
inal wooden Mansion burned in 1799, and Com
missioner and Mrs. Gore, during their stay in 
England and Europe, proceeded to plan the pres
ent house. In so doing they had the help of a 
French architect, Monsieur Legrand, who it is 
known had great influence on the final plans, 
though it is not certain that he actually drew them. 
Construction was started in March 1805. 

It also seems certain, although it has not been 
proved, that the Gores themselves laid out the 
grounds, slowly converting the old farm to an 
impressively planted private estate. There is no 
doubt that Gore was much influenced in making 
his landscape plans by the great English landscape 
architect, Humphrey R epton, who was then at 
the height of his popularity. R epton was the chief 
exponent of the 'naturalistic' style of design, and 
used for his effects sheets of water intended to 
give the impression of rivers, wide expanses of 
rolling open fields, and masses of large trees. He 
would not tolerate any of the classical or formal 
types of gardening, and seldom used flowers in a 
conspicuous manner. 
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GORE PLACE 

G ORE PLACE, one of ew Eng
land's great Federal houses, has 
an architectural history almost as 
fascinating as the story of its 

first owner. 

" Ir farm at Waltham", as Christopher 
Gore called his land, was a tract of 400 acres 
on the Charles River and included portions 
of grants to Sir Richard Saltonstall and the 
Reverend George Phillips. In 1786 he bonght 
the first forty acres that was w· become 
GORE PLACE, as a summer residence and 
country seat. 

Following the Revolution, Christopher Gore 
read law in the office of Judge John Lowell. 
In 1788 he was chosen to serve with Hancock 
and Adams on the l\lassachusetts com
mission which ratified the Federal Con
stitution. Two years later President \\ ash
ington appointed him the first United States 
District Attorney for l'dassachusetts. In 
1796 Gore and his wife went to London, 
where he served as Commissioner to Great 
Britain under Jay's Treaty on British 
Spoilations for eight years, and collected 
some six millions in indemnities to American 
merchants. 

The original wooden house in Waltham 
burned in 1799, and the Gores immediately 
began to plan its replacement. On a trip to 
Paris in 1801 they met the French architect 
J. G. Legrand, who drew plans from l\lrs. 
Gore's sketches. The new house was begun 
in 1805. T t has many characteristics which 
distinguish it from contemporary American 
houses : some of the look of Sir John Soane's 
new English country houses, and some 
suggestion of the French classical architec-

ture of the time, as seen in the oval rooms to 
the sonth . It has not only a projecting oval 
salon, but also another elliptical room on the 
entrance front, a design never found in 
Bulfinch. The house has twenty-two rooms 
and cost $23,000. "built with the greatest 
economy and absence of ornamentation." 
The basic plan is a large central unit, 
flanked on either side by wings, which bring 
the total length to 17 5 feet. Originally in
tended for summer use only, the "house at 
Waltham" became an all-year-row1d res
idence after Gore's retirement from public 
office - Christopher Gore had been Gover
nor of Massachusetts in 1809 and 1810 and 
a member of the United States Senate from 
1813 to 1816. 

The grounds were laid out in the manner of 
Humphrey Repton, whose work was then 
the greatest influence on English landscape 
style, and they exemplify Gore's taste for 
native American trees and plants, with his 
famous "l\lile Walk" and hawthorn hedges. 
The visitor may now enjoy the herb garden, 
cutting garden, and grape arbor. Apple 
trees have been planted to re-establish the 
orchard. Other features of the landscape 
plan include the old grapery, the ha-ha 
fence, the encircling "mile walk" and the 
planting of "every variety of forest tree." 
Of the furnishings, original Gore pieces 
include the sideboard in the Oval Dining 
Room, family portraits, many of his books 
and the billiard table in his Billiard Room . 

GORE PLACE is owned and maintained by 
Gore Place Society, incorporated in 1935, to 
preserve and restore for future generations 
one of the finest examples in New England 
of an estate of the Federal Period. 
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eat of Governor Christopher Gore ( 1 7 58-r827) 
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An Historic Restoration of the Early Republic 

SOUTH ELEVATION FROM THE HA-HA WALL 

TH E gra sweeps up to Lhe walls of chis long south front. No line f any 
sore breaks the Rowing breadth of the lawn ... The simple but well
proportioned building i set off again t a background of foliage, and the ends 
of the low wiogs are hadowed by tall Pines and Chestnuts, , hose brother , 
forming noble mas es al the side of the lawn, support and frame the hou e, 
a nd, joined with it, compo e one satisfying picture . .. " 

- from .. IX Or..o AMERICA Co NTRY EATS" 

by Charles Eliot (1888) 



G ORE PLACE 

Go RE PL Ac E was noted by Downing in 1841, and by 
Eliot in 1888, as outstanding in the entire country. Today, after 

Significance the destruction of so many of its contemporaries, its preserva
t ion offers an opportunity, unique in the North, to demon
strate the life and form of that historic period in which Gov
ernor Gore took such an active part. 

T J-I RE A TEN E o with imminent destruction in 1935, and dra
matically saved, with your help it can be permanently secured 
for present and future generations. 

The H ouse THE Hou s E, standing on a slight eminence from which it 
commands an unobstructed view to the south, is of brick, its 
imposing central structure flanked east and west by a two
sLOrey wing - a plan unusual in New England. In the simplicity 
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of its magnificence - depending upon proportion rather than 
upon ornament for the effect of its design, and in its setting
it is probably the finest surviving example of a private residence 
of its period in the Northern States. 

THE PL Ac E of eighty acres includes an interesting farm The Place 

cottage, a stable and coach house, a deer house, ponds, and 
extensive gardens, the surviving elements of what Downing, in 
the first book on Landscape Gard ening in America, described 
as, in 181 6 ". . . one of the two best specimens of the modern 
style ... in the earliest period of Landscape Gardening 
among us . . . A fine level park, a mile in length, enriched 
with groups of English limes, elms, and oaks, and rich masses 
of native wood, watered by a fine stream and stocked with 
deer ... " which " bears every mark of the disLinctive style of 
Humphrey Repton," the great English Landscape Gardener of 
the XVIIIth century. 

THE STORY of Governor ChrislofJher Gore's life ( 1758-

GO\'ERNOR 

CHRISTOPHER 

GORE 

Harvard A. B. 1776 

LL.D. (Hon .) 1809 
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The Governor 1827) is the record of the history of the United States at that 
time. His services to the Commonwealth and to the N a tion, as 
Revolutionary Soldier, Commissioner (with Adams and Han
cock) to ratify the Federal Constitution, the first District At
torney of Massachusetts (appointed by George Washington), 
Governor, Commissioner (with Pinkney and Trumbull) and 
Charge d'Affaires to England, Congressman, and Senator, and 
the vivid panorama of those intense years, are too well known 
to need repetition, save to recall the famous people who met 
in the great State R eception Hall, and the historic events that 
were planned in the quiet Library at Go RE H o us E . 

Succession Du RING the century of its private ownership, the Gores, 
Paynes, Lymans, Copley Greenes, and Walkers each in turn 
added to its beauty, its interest, and the inspirational power 
which affects every one who comes in contact with it. The 
grea t figures of the past have here made evident the impress of 
their character and their personality. 

F o LL ow ING the death of the last private owner, Go RE 

PL Ac E has been in turn the office of an automobile company, 
a country club, and a road house. Foreclosed by the bank, a 
promoter offered $75,000, with the intention of tearing down 

STATE RECEPTION HALL 



the House and dividing the Place into small building lots. The 
bank, appreciating the loss that this would mean to the com
munity and to the Nation, agreed to accept a counter offer of 
$ 15,000 in cash and a $60,000 mortgage from the small group 
interested in the preservation - provided that the money could 
be raised between one Saturday noon and the following Tues
day at two o'clock. 

FA c ED with this crisis, the Place was immediately offered to Crisis 

the Massachusetts Society of Colonial Dames, the Trustees of 
Public R eservations, and the Society for th e Preservation of 
New England Antiquities, no one of whom was able to under-
take it, but all of whom cooperated enthusiastically in raising 
the necessary money in the brief time available. 

GOR E PLAC E SOCIETY, a charitable corporation, was The Society 

formed to preserve, restore, and maintain the House and 
Grounds in perpetuity. All officers of the So ciety serve without 
compensation . Plans are being drawn and detailed research 
work is in progTess to insure careful and accurate restoration, 
furnishing, and planting. 

IN Ao o IT Io N to recreating the material form of an historic 
country seat of about 1804, it is proposed to demonstrate here 

SURVIVING GARDEN PATTERN 



Th e Governor 1827) is the record of the history of the United States at that 
time. His services to the Commonwealth and to the Nation, as 
Revolutionary Soldier, Commissioner (with Adams and Han
cock) to ratify the Federal Constitution, the first District At
torney of Massachusetts (appointed by George Washington) , 
Governor, Commissioner (with Pinkney and Trumbull) and 
Charge d'Affaires to England, Congressman, and Senator, and 
the vivid panorama of those intense years, are too well known 
to need repetition, save to recall the famous people who met 
in the great State Reception Hall, and the historic events that 
were planned in the quiet Library at Go RE Hou s E. 

Succession Du RING the century of its private ownership, the Gores, 
Paynes, Lymans, CojJley Greenes, and Walkers each in turn 
added to its beauty, its interest, and the inspirational power 
which affects every one who comes in contact with it. The 
great figures of the past have here made evident the impress of 
their character and their personality. 

F o LL ow ING the death of the last private owner, Go RE 

PL Ac E has been in turn the office of an automobile company, 
a country club, and a road house. Foreclosed by the bank, a 
promoter offered $75,000, with the intention of tearing down 

STATE RECEPTION HALL 



the life of the period as vitalized history, and to make available 
for study and observation a wealth of architectural, historical, 
and otherwise significant material. 

Necessities Bu T Go RE PL Ac E Soc IE TY receives no income from any 
source except public subscription. The crisis which threatens 
Gore Place today is in no sense less dangerous than that met 
by those who made possible its acquisition. 

VITAL repairs must be made to the House, aging trees must be 
trimmed and treated, mortgage interest must be paid, expenses 
for light and heat and maintenance must be met. Beyond 
these, as soon as the bare necessities are covered, in order that 
the Place may serve its purpose, the restoration must begin, 
the original paints and wallpapers and hardware be accurately 
reproduced, suitable furniture, lighting fixtures, floor cover
ings acquired, the gardens fertilized and recreated, the trees 
replanted, the boundary walls rebuilt - in fact, the myriad de
tails that are included in restoration. 

Craftsm en TH Is will be done chiefly by hand craftsmen so that nearly 
all the money spent goes to provide self-respecting work for 
that class of labour which has been most adversely affected by 
Lhe last few years. 

FARM COTT AGE. Courtesy Harvard School of Landscape Architecture 



THE IMMEDIATE needs are, first, ten thousand dollars for Immediacies 

maintenance and vital repairs; second, ten thousand dollars 
to defray the initial expenses of a national campaign to raise 
the permanent endowment; third, sixty thousand dollars to 
retire the mortgage; fourth, two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars for restoration of the House, Grounds, and Gardens, 
and to provide furnishings and planting of the character and 
perfection that their national significance requires; lastly, to 

obviate the necessity of making future appeals, an endowment 
fund of five hundred thousand dollars, the income of which 
shall be used for perpetual maintenance. 

DETAILED information concerning each problem will gladly 
be submitted to those interested. 

Do Jo IN with us in the adventure of recreating this living Invitation 

Na tional 1vio11ume11l. ~Enquiries may be forwarded to P1-11uP 
DANA ORCUTT, CorresjJondi11g Secretary, 93, ·west Cedar Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts . ~Cheques, made payable to Go RE 
PL Ac E Soc 1 ET Y, may be sent to ALLAN FORBES, Treasurer, 
State Street Trust Company, Boston, Massachusetts. ~Con-
tributions are deductible from income subject to normal Fed-
eral income tax. 

ST AB L E AND COACH H O US E FROM :'II l L E WAL K 
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N ature has been bountiful to our land, and we need but the hand of art, skilfully 
applied, to render it more lovely, and more fruitful. -

CHRISTOPHER GoRE 

Tbe HousE is open from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. every day 
Route 20 on the Waltham-Watertown line 

Admission twenty-five cents 



D uR1NG the sixty-nine eventful years of 
the lifetime of Governor Christopher Gore, 
from 1758 to 1827, the United States grew 
from a dependent colony of England to an 
independent and established nation. 

The vicissitudes of the years when it 
seemed impossible to defend the newly in
dependent states from the domination of 
England and of France, or to weld them into 
an economic, governmental, or spiritual un
ion which could survive, mark this period 
as the most crucial in the history of our 
country. 

From his seventeenth year, when he graduated from Harvard, Chris
topher Gore's life and that of the new nation are one and inseparable. 
Quiet, modest, forceful, and imbued with a constant ideal in public 
office and in private life, Gore was one of that small group whose influ
ence molded the destiny of America and made possible the greatness 
that was to come. 

In 1776 he served in the Revolution; in 1788 with Hancock and Adams 
on the Massachusetts Commission which ratified the Federal Constitu
tion. In 1790, George Washington appointed him the first United States 
District Attorney for Massachusetts. 

In r796 he was appointed Commissioner to England, under the Jay 
Treaty and, in eight years, during part of which he served as Charge 
d'Affaires to England, his brirnant success in securing for American 
merchants several million dollars for claims arising out of the Revolution, 
went far towards justifying this unpopular treaty. 

He served Massachusetts as Senator, Representative, and Governor; 
the Nation as Commissioner and Senator. 

In private life he was an able lawyer, an of
ficer or member of the existing learned societies, 
scientist, pioneer of manufacturing in America, 
benefactor of Harvard to the extent that Presi
dent Quincy in 18 3 7 said that the Hall which was 
to unite Gore's name with H arvard " should be 
an endw-ing monument to his memory, and 
worthy to represent the liberal spirit of the most 
munificent of all the benefactors of the Uni
versity." 

In 1783 he manied Rebecca Payne, daughter 
of Edward Payne and Rebecca Amory. 



J s IT to be wondered, then, that this man, who so typifies the American 
ideal, should have built into his house, today one of the few great houses 
of America, something of the spirit of himself and of the period which he 
did so much to create? 

T he land on which he built was already hallowed by valiant pioneers 
- a part of the Beaver Brook Plowlands, granted to the Reverend George 
Phillips, the first minister in Watertown, and Sir Richard Saltonstall, and 
later passing to the ancestors of President Garfield. 

The House consists of a central structure flanked by two outstretched 
wings, being about one hundred and seventy-five feet in length, and of 
such superb proportion that its majesty is apparent at the first glance. 

The beauty of this H ouse begins in its innermost intimate structural 
details, and develops logically outward to express itself finally in one of 
the architectural masterpieces of America. 

Such changes as were made later have followed the original tradition. 
Theodore Lyman, Copley Greene, the Walkers, were conscious that 
they were not building for themselves alone, but were building their 
character into a structure 
which was co continue to 
serve long after they had 
gone. 

That this Place, so conse
crated, should have fallen on 
evil days, and should have 
been on the verge of complete 
obliteration is as tragic as its 
rescue by Gore Place Society, 
formed for the purpose, was 
dramatic. 

Gore Place has much to give 
to the world - .far beyond the 
historic, the artistic and the 
architectural. In that pile of 
bricks and thpse spreading 
acres is a message that every
one who comes there receives 
in some degree. Somehow, 
built into the strncrnre, is a 
spirit of idealism, of giving 
rather than getting, of service 
'>Vithout thought of reward -
for the sheer joy of making 



STATE RECEPTION HALL 

available to all people the tradition out of which the conception of 
America came to be. Visitors fall under the spell of the Place and go 
away strangely affected. Workmen and officers are both sublimated in 
working here. 

In building his Place, Christopher Gore crystallized in tangible form 
the ideals which made the Early Republic possible. In restoring Gore 
Place, it is our trust to build with the same spirit, as well as with the same 
materials. 

The continuity of life and thought from the early beginnings of the 
United States are here made evident. The past becomes a part of and an 
explanation of the present. The present and the future are shown to be 
interdependent. History becomes a living thing. 

The plan is extremely ingenious, providing rooms which individuaUy 
impress by their simplicity, proportion, and essential comfort and suita
bility; and together form a unit facilitating their use for either the large 
and distinguished gatherings for which the Place was noted, or the inti
mate and quiet life of the Governor's small and simple family. 

The furnishings already loaned or given to the House express the spirit 



OVAL ROOM 

of the period as well as its material form. Both in the selection of indi
vidual pieces and in their arrangement throughout the rooms, emphasis 
has been especially laid on the fact that primarily this was a home. 
The demands of public life and frequent entertainments, the conferences 
which shaped history, never overshadowed the happy domesticity of 
the Governor and his gracious lady, to whose skill in the domestic arts 
there is frequent testimony. Already there have been returned to the 
House as loans or gifts a portrait of the Governor, two of Mrs. Gore, an 
original sideboard, and two chairs which were formerly here, and also 
the Governor's inaugural suit of embroidered plum-coloured silk. 

If the illustrations suggest the appeal, behind them lie myriads of in
sistent repairs and the entire scope of the restoration yet to be achieved. 
A year of steady work has produced order and a plan. To assure survival 
and to permit accomplishment, nation-wide interest and help are nec
essa,ry. 

Seventy-six acres surround the House, the surviving trees a mute evi
dence of the former grandeur of the scene. A lake and two ponds provide 
the water so essential to landscaping at the turn of the century. In addi-



tion to the House, there is a stable and coach house, whose design and 
proportion render it a worthy companion to the House, which it may 
antedate. A farm cottage of 1835, and a deerhouse - conjuring out of 
the past fascinating possibilities for the future - complete the structures. 

Here, within eight miles of the State House in Boston, this open space 
in the midst of a fast growing community is being developed as a haven 
of peace and beauty where future generations may continue to draw 
strength and inspiration from the living past which has made the present 
possible. 

It is the purpose of the Society to restore these grounds to their origi
nal state, described in the Governor's lifetime as " divided into quarters 
each belted by a half dozen rows of trees shading a walk with every va
riety of forest tree, so that the birds nested there as if in the wild wood," 
hoping that generosity will soon permit the recreation of these walks, 
overhung with their original planting of pine and hemlock, linden, 
maple, elm, and" every variety of forest tree," beneath which the wild 
flowers can afford a carpet in this sanctuary for bird and beast and man. 

Restoration work on both the House and the grounds is planned to 
achieve the maximum accuracy under the advice of competent authori
ties. At the same time every effort is made to preserve the patina which 
is the eloquence of antiquity. 

It has been the policy of the Society to establish Gore Place on a sound 
economic basis. Acquired in a period of depression, with a mortgage of 
$60,000 ( now reduced to $40,000), emphasis is placed on eliminating 
this and on building up a suitable endowment before undertaking the 

FACING THE HOUSE FROM THE LAKE 



major part of the restoration. All available surplus above the bare needs 
of maintenance and necessary repairs are used for this purpose, except 
where contributors specify otherwise. All officers serve without com
pensation. 

Today Gore Place stands as a living symbol of the greatness of our 
country's past. The development of its facilities for public service will 
form a link between the past and the future. Its educational possibilities 
are unlimited in demonstrating through the beauty and harmony both 
of its material form and its visualized history that the ideals which created 
America are today as needed and as practical of adaption to present 
conditions as they were then. 

You are invited to participate in the adventure of recreating Gore 
Place. Its needs are many and of different kinds. Gore Place asks your 
help. 

Enquiries may be forwarded to PHILIP DANA ORCUTT, Corresponding 
Secretary, Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts. Cheques, made payable 
to Gore Place Society, may be sent to ALLAN FoRBES, Treasurer, State 
Street Trust Company, Boston, Massachusetts. Contributions are de
ductible from income subject to normal Federal income tax. 

C OACH HOUSE FROM THE MILE WALK 
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GORE 
PLACE 

HON. C HRIST O PH ER GO RE 

GORE PLACE, in Waltham, M assachu
setts, is renowned because of its focal 
point, the g reat mansion considered to 
be an outstanding example of architec
ture of the F ederal P e riod. I t w as built 
in 1805 by Christopher Gore, seventh 
governo r of Massachusetts, as a country 
seat. Of the original surrounding park 
and farm lands of some 400 ac res, 76 
a re still intact, prese rving the broad 
sweep of lawns gently sloping toward 
the Charles Rive r. 

T h e entire estate is owned and main-

REBECCA PA Y NE GOR E 

tained by G ore P lace Society, a ch a ri
table organization of members and 
fr iends devoted to its preserva tion and 
restorat ion. The mansion is now in good 
condition ; many of the orig inal G ore 
p ieces have been resto red to the house ; 
and careful se lections of furnishings of 
the era p resent an accurate and memo
rable picture of the graciousness that 
existed here I 50 years ago. In the plan
ning stage are further rehabilitations of 
the house, the enclosure and landscap
ing of the park and ground including the 



rebuild ing of the "walk w ith every va
riety of fores t tree'' so that aga in " birds 
will nest there as if in the wild wood". 

C h ristopher G ore was born in Boston 
in 1758, the eig hth of 14 child ren of a 
T ory family of moder ate means. H e 
graduated from H arva rd College at 18, 
and in sp ite of earlier affiliations, served 
with the R evolutiona ry F orces, and 
became, under the tutelage of Judge 
L owell, an outstanding lawyer. His 
keenness of intellect made him a schol
ar, statesman, eager student of the a rts, 
and a wise investor. Afte r d istinguish
ing himself in various important offices 
in this country, he was appointed by 
President W ashington as Commiss ioner 
in E ng land under the J ay Treaty, set
tling the re du ring a period of eig ht 
yea rs many spolia tion cl a ims advanta
geously for his country. 

Prior to his fo reig n se rvice he mar
ried R ebecca A mo ry Payne. l\1inister 

to the British C ourt at the time was his 
old fr iend Rufus King, these two men 
servin g toge th er years l a t e r in th e 
United States Senate. I n 1797, while 
still in E u rope, wo rd came that the 
orig ina l wooden house that he had pur
chased in W altham in 1786 had been 
dest royed by fi re .. Mr. and Mrs. G o re 
returned to this country fo r a b rief 
pe riod in 1800, and plans were made 
to build the present mansion with its 
p a rk and g rounds where the E nglish 
influence of a country estate is so evident. 

So in M arch 1805 he wrote "we 
break ground at Waltham and begin 
to e rect our new house" - "with l ittle 
desire to vie w ith my neighbo rs" - bu t 
instead to find " the society of a few 
friends, which is the most enviable 
pleasu re in life." T he cost was $23,000 
" bui lt with the g reatest economy and 
absence of o rnamentation." Its very 
fo rm is noble, with a main cente r struc-



FLYING STAIRCAS E 
MAIN ENTRANCE HALL 

ture and two flanking wings, 
built of the smallest of pink 
brick laid in Flemish bond. The 
sandstone terrace, serving the 
two entrance doors, is designed 
to accommodate horsemen as 
well as coaches. One stable still 
remains to beckon the visitor to 
the grounds, probably of the 
period of the wooden mansion, 
and now housing some nostalgic 
examples of the equipages of 
the early r8oo's. 

The visitor's greatest joy is on 
entering the mansion- there are 
marble floors leading to the State 
Reception Hall, the interior 
wall of which is semi-elliptical, 
with curving doors and thres
holds, flanked by two fireplaces 
over which hang portraits of the 



GOVERNOR' S C II A M BER 

Governor and Mrs. G o re, the fo rmer attributed to 
Trumbull. Adjacent to the R eception H all is the 
oval dining room, which, with the oval study above, 
fo rm the south facade, the lovely resulting curve 
providing the exte rior of the house mos t often 

photographed. T he flying stair
case makes a complete circle as 
it spi rals its way upward with 
out visible means of adequate 
support. The two wings fo rm 
intimate rooms below and mez
zanine levels above - in the 
west wing mezzanine an herb 
room whe re both master and 
mi s tre ss e n gaged in th e i r 
beloved practice of ho rticulture. 
In the east wing mezzanine was 
a nursery, whe re the G o·res, 
though childless, housed nieces 
and nephews and relatives of 
the Rufus Kings from New 
York state. T h e great E ng lish 
pool table, in a room just off 
the main entrance, was an incen
tive fo r yo ung frie nds from 
Cambridge to walk to W altham 
on a Sunday afte rnoon. F ollow-



ing the Gores' hospitality, the VISltors 
were driven home but perhaps not in 
the Governor's "coach and four". A 
frequent visitor to Gore Place was 
Danie l W e bster, a p rotege of the 
Governor. 

The visitor will see in the principal 
bedroom Governor Gore's inaugural 
suit of rich plum-colored silk, elabo
rately embroidered, knee breeches and 
silver-buckled shoes, worn for that 
eventful day in 1809 ( the Governor's 
hair of course tied in a peruke and 
powdered for the occasion). 

Even though retired to bis country 
seat after many years of public service, 
Christopher Gore was persuaded by 
Governor Strong to represent Massa
chusetts in the United States Senate. 
Two years later, he and Mrs. Gore 
returned to Gore Place which had been 
made suitable for year round living. 
Here he wrote of enjoying "all the com
forts of this world that kindness and 

friendship can bestow" and where his 
books were a "cornfo rtable rcsou rec of 
age." Today in his library, in mellow
ness and quiet, are some of his original 
books. 

Mrs. Gore shared ful ly her husband's 
life, participating as hostess in his pub
lic and social activities, directing with 
her husband the farm life; the breeding 
of horses; and the development of Gore 
Park as well as in the embellishment uf 
the lVIansion House. Without calling on 
too much imagination, one can picture 
today the rolling fields of rye, barley, 
wheat and co rn , grazing cattle, deer in 
the park, orchards in bloom and the 
sparkling river reflecting the sunset. 

Governor Gore died in 1827. Gore 
Place today and in future years it is 
hoped will fulfill his dream - "Nature 
has been bountiful tQ_ our land, and we 
need but the hand of art skillful ly 
appl ied to render it more lovely and 
more fruitful." 
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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: • Gore Place 

Other Name/Site Ntimber: Governor Christopher Gore Mansion 

2. LOCATION 

street & Nvimber: 

City/Town: 

State: MA 

52 Gore Street 

Waltham 

County: Middlesex 

Not f o r publication: 

V i c i n i t y : 

Code: 017 Zip Code: 02154 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property 
Private:_X_ 

Public-Local: 
Public-State: 

Pviblic-Federal: 

Category of Property 
Building(s):_X_ 

D i s t r i c t : 
Site: 

Structure: 
Object: 

Number of Resources w i t h i n Property 
Contributing Noncontribut ing 

1 buildings 
sites 
structures 
obj ects 
Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed i n the National 
Register: 1 

Name of Related Multiple Property L i s t i n g : 
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s nomination request 
for determination of e l i g i b i l i t y meets the documentation standards f o r 
registering properties i n the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places and 
meets the procedural and professional requirements set f o r t h i n 36 CFR Part 
60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register C r i t e r i a . 

Signature of Ce r t i f y i n g O f f i c i a l Date 

state or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register c r i t e r i a . 

Signature of Commenting or Other O f f i c i a l Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

LM NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s property i s : 

Entered i n the National Register 
Determined e l i g i b l e f o r the 
National Register 
Determined not e l i g i b l e f o r the 
National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 



NPS Form 10-900 > USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

PROPERTY NAME Page 3 
United Statea Department of the I n t e r i o r , National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Domestic 

Current: Recreation and culture 

Stib: Single dwelling 

Sub: Museum 

DE8CRIPTIQM 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Early Republic sub: Federal 

Carriage house: 

wood frame 

MATERIALS: 
Foundation: 
Walls: 
Roof: 
Other: 

Mansion: 
Granite 
Brick 
Shingle 
Sandstone terrace 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

Gore Place consists of f o r t y - f i v e acres of landscaped 
grounds surrounding the Federal-style mansion b u i l t by 
Massachusetts Governor Christopher Gore i n 1805. Governor Gore 
purchased the f i r s t f o r t y acres, on which stood a small frame 
homestead, i n 1786 to use as a summer residence. The o r i g i n a l 
wooden mansion burned i n 1799, so the Gores planned a new home 
while they were t r a v e l i n g i n Europe. While the Gores ; 
collaborated with French architect Jacques Guillame LeGrand on 
the plans f o r the house, they l a i d out the grounds themselves. 
Gore was influenced i n his planting plans f o r the o r i g i n a l f o r t y 
acres by Humphrey Repton, the famous eighteenth-century English 
landscape gardener who was an exponent of the " n a t u r a l i s t " s t y l e 
of landscape design. The plantings consisted of "every v a r i e t y 
of forest trees," apple trees, wildflowers, grape vines, spacious 
lawns, and an herb garden. The Gore Place Society, which was 
incorporated i n 1935 to preserve and restore Gore Place, has , 
recreated much of the landscape design from Gore's o r i g i n a l 
plans. 

Gore Mansion was completed by 1806. The twenty-two room 
house cost $23,000. I t i s a f i v e - p a r t composition b r i c k 
structure consisting of a central and two-and-one-half story main 
block with an e l l i p t i c a l bow i n the south elevation, two one-and-
one-half story hyphens, and two one-and-one-half-story end 
pavilions that are b u i l t at r i g h t angles to the main axis. The 
overall length of the composition i s about 188 fe e t ; the main 
block i s approximately 68 feet wide and 40 feet deep; the hyphens 
are each 40 feet wide and 21 feet deep; and the end pavilions 20 
feet wide and 32 feet deep. The walls are of b r i c k l a i d i n 
Flemish bond. The central block has a hip roof with a chimney at 
either end, two i n t e r i o r chimneys, and a f i f t h chimney located i n 
the f i r s t east bay of the south (rear) facade. The roof i s 
crowned by a low wooden octagonal cupola which i s centered 
between the two dormers and the two i n t e r i o r chimneys on the 
north (front) slope of the roof. The hyphens and the end 
pavilions have gable roofs; the gable ends of the pavilions are 
treated as pediments and each p a v i l i o n has a t a l l chimney. 

The north (main) facade of the central block i s f i v e bays 
wide and across t h i s f r o n t extends a nine-foot wide sandstone 
terrace. The two entrance doors, each with a wide e l l i p t i c a l fan 
and flanking side l i g h t s , are symmetrically disposed i n the two 
end bays. The three center bays between these doors are occupied 
by full-lengthed windows topped by projecting f l a t arch l i n t e l s 
with consoles. Second story windows are of regular size and have 
flat-arched winged l i n t e l s of stone and stone s i l l s . The south 
(rear) elevation has the same fenestration, except t h a t the 
f i r s t - s t o r y end-bays are occupied by wide French windows rather 
than by doors. Windows on the south elevation, unlike those on 
the f r o n t , are adorned by ex t e r i o r louvered shutters. The 
corners of the south facade are treated as giant p i l a s t e r s and 
the center i s occupied by a great bow or curve three bays wide. 

The hyphens are four bays wide and the end pavilions one 
bay wide. The f i r s t second-story windows i n these wings are of 
regular size, rectangular i n shape, and recessed between b r i c k 
piers i n such a manner as to create an arcade e f f e c t . The upper 
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IS^ GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property:45 

Zone Easting Northing 
A 19 317000 4693460 
B 19 317900 4693200 
C 19 317750 4693200 
D 19 317900 4693600 
E 
P 

Verbal Boundary Description: 
The boundaries of Gore Place Society are Main Street t o the north. Gore 
Street on the west. Grove Street (which becomes Waltham Street) on the 
south, and a boundary on the east from the intersection of Waltham Street 
and Stanley Road, due north 1521.56 feet t o Main Street (see map 1). 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 
Gore Place Society purchased the 81 acre property i n 1935. The 1935 p l o t 
was modified i n 1967 when the Society deeded land (approximately 6 acres) 
to the City of Waltham to widen Gore Street and Grove Street f o r the 
evacuation of Raytheon employees (see map 2). The plant i s d i r e c t l y south 
of the property Gore Place Society manages. Gore Place Society currently 
owns a t o t a l of 75 acres, with Raytheon Property occupying the t h i r t y acres 
south of Waltham Street not managed by the Society. The Raytheon Property 
includes a manufacturing plant b u i l t i n the 1970s, and therefore detracts 
from the h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y of Gore Place, so i t i s not included i n 
boundary of the property being nominated. 
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11. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/Title! 

Telephone: 

Date: 

Robin F. Bachin 
Assistant Director 
The Dr. William M. Scholl Center 

for Family & Community History 
The Newberry Library 
60 West Walton Street 
Chicago, I L 606109 

(312) 255-3642 

06/03/96 ' ; ' :| 
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National Park Service/WASO/History Division (418) : July 12, 1996 
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I n the South, African slaves largely replaced indentured 
servants as household workers by the eighteenth century. Most of 
the slaves, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the Chesapeake, worked i n the f i e l d s 
of large plantations. Yet some spent at least part of t h e i r time 
as "houseslaves," with the largest plantations able t o assign 
some workers to domestic chores on a f u l l - t i m e basis. The women 
worked as cooks, housemaids, nursemaids, and general helps. Men 
who worked i n the house provided personal services t o the male 
head of household, as well as helping with tasks such as 
butchering and chopping wood.^ 

The nature of women's role i n the household was transformed 
following the American Revolution. Ideals about domesticity 
stressed women's roles as republican wives and mothers, whose 
main duties were to raise good ci t i z e n s and provide harmonious 
homes for t h e i r families. This transformation was, i n part, a 
res u l t of the r i s e of industry and the c a p i t a l i s t market, which 
helped shape changing ideologies of domesticity. Production moved 
from the farm to the factory, creating a sharper delineation 
between homespace and workspace than existed previously. As a 
res u l t , women's role i n the economy was devalued, as they were 
not producing goods outside the home that would enter the economy 
of the marketplace.^" 

Women's new role i n the household was i n t e g r a l l y linked t o 
the emerging ideology of c i v i c republicanism. The ideology of 
republican motherhood focused on the ro l e of women as caretakers 
of children and emotional supporters of husbands. New notions of 
domesticity stressed women's separate sphere as a counter t o the 
crass world of the marketplace. As h i s t o r i a n Ruth Cowan 
explains, "Women's work was the work tha t was done fo r love (of 
God and of fam i l y ) ; men's work was done f o r cash."^^ By the end 
of the War of 1812, t h i s republican gender system that t i e d men's 
work with r i s i n g i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and wage labor, and women's 
work with unpaid labor i n the household, was f i r m l y entrenched. 

In order f o r women to f u l f i l l these w i f e l y and motherly 
duties, they had to be spared some of the household drudgery f o r 
which they previously were responsible. Increased use of 
domestic servants allowed the woman of the household t o spend 

^ See Cowan, "Household Labor," pp. 10-11; Eugene 
Genovese, Roll. Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made (New 
York: Random House, 1974) ; and Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love,. 
Labor of Sorrow: Black Women. Work, and the Family from Slavery 
to the Present (New York: Basic Books, 1985). 

10 Boydston, Home and Work, p. 24. 

Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 18. 

For further discussion of republican ideals of 
domesticity, see Boydston, Home and Work, pp. 47-49; Linda K. 
Kerber, Women of the Republic; I n t e l l e c t and Ideology i n 
Revolutionary America (Chapel H i l l : University of North Carolina 
Press, 1980); and Mary Beth Norton, Liberty's Daughters: The 
Revolutionary Experience of American Women. 1750-1800 (Boston: 
L i t t l e , Brown, 1980). 
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more time with c h i l d rearing, which was the focus of the ideology 
of republican motherhood. During t h i s period, wealthy and 
middle-class households started h i r i n g l i v e - i n domestic servants 
(commonly referred to as domestics) instead of part-time help. 
"Help" implied helping the mistress with chores, whereas 
"servants" were responsible f o r chores on t h e i r own, thereby 
creating a clearer class d i s t i n c t i o n between the family and the 
hired help. 

The creation of the role of formal, l i v e - i n domestics 
reflected new notions of circumscribed spheres of female domain 
wit h i n the household, rather than more f l u i d interchange between 
public market and household economy that existed previously. 
Catherine Beecher (author and a r b i t e r of middle-class taste i n 
the nineteenth century), f o r example, stressed the importance of 
the household as a sanctuary, and pointed t o the undisturbed 
family table, where a l l could come together t o relax and enjoy 
each other, as a model fo r Christian domesticity. This space of 
family togetherness necessitated the a v a i l a b i l i t y of a servant 
s t a f f to prepare and serve the family meals i n a separate space, 
which would not disturb family harmony. 

Gore Place i l l u s t r a t e s how t h i s notion of circtimscribed 
roles w i t h i n the household was translated i n t o physical space. 
When Christopher and Rebecca Gore made plans f o r t h e i r new home 
on t h e i r country estate i n Waltham i n 1801 (the former house on 
the land burned down), they incorporated new ideas about how home 
space should be layed out. Homes i n the early nineteenth century 
added public spaces l i k e parlors, where members of the household 
could entertain guests, and display bric-a-brac and other a r t 
items which were becoming more widely available. Builders also 
constructed homes with separate spaces f o r l i v e - i n servants, 
based on the dominant opinion of the day that proper, respectable 
households needed domestics whose l i v i n g and work space would be 
separate from those of the family. Changing architecture allowed 
domestics t o inhabit only areas of the house where work was 
performed, while the family would occupy areas of comfort and 
display. New homes i n the mid-nineteenth century included 
basement kitchens and separate f l i g h t s of back s t a i r s f o r 
servants. 

The Gore Mansion consisted of a central structure flanked 
by two outstretched wings. The f i r s t f l o o r of the central 

" Catherine Beecher, Letter to Persons Who Are Engaged i n 
Domestic Service, New York: Leavitt & Trow, 1842), pp. 87-89; and 
Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 5, 35, 44. For fur t h e r discussions of 
class and domesticity, see Cott, The Bonds of Womanhood; Mary 
Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class: The Family i n Oneida County^ 
New York, 1790-1865 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1981), 
chapter 4; and Paul E. Johnson, A Shopkeeper's Millennium; 
Society and Revivals i n Rochester. New York. 1815-1837 ( H i l l & 
Wang, 1978). 

Dudden, Serving Women, p. 119; and Gwendolyn Wright, 
Moralism and the Modern Home: Domestic Architecture and Cultural 
Conflict i n Chicago. 1873-1913 (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1980), p. 19. 
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structure included a large reception area, bordered on the west 
side by the butler's entrance and on the east by the main h a l l . 
Separate rooms included a sewing room, a b i l l i a r d s room, a 
l i b r a r y , a reception room, and separate bedrooms. The kitchen 
for food preparation was at the f a r end of the west gable, next 
to the servants' h a l l , where servants prepared food f o r the 
family and had t h e i r own meals. Servants quarters were located 
d i r e c t l y above the servants' h a l l , connected by a back s t a i r w e l l . 
The back s t a i r w e l l was completely out of the way of the formal, 
public areas of the house, thereby physically separating the 
servants from family and social functions as they carried out 
t h e i r chores. 

Prominent Americans i n the early nineteenth century hired 
large servant s t a f f s , each with specific t i t l e s and duties, 
including a butler, valet, coachman, footman, housekeeper, lady's 
maid, cook, waitress, nurse, parlor maid, chambermaid, and 
laundress. Jobs of the servant s t a f f at Gore Mansion re f l e c t e d 
the new types of duties servants performed, as well as the new 
relationship between employer and employee. The Gores maintained 
a servant s t a f f of fourteen at the mansion (though not a l l l i v e d 
i n ) , each with a d i f f e r e n t job t i t l e and set of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 
Gore's domestic s t a f f , l i k e others of the day, copied the 
patterns of European servant arrangements. The butler, Robert 
Roberts, was i n charge of a l l of the other servants, as well as 
his own tasks. These often included seeing that everything i n 
the household was i n order, greeting v i s i t o r s , tending to the 
wine and sherry c e l l a r s , laying the breakfast table, cleaning the 
breakfast and dinner tables, and tending t o the f i r e s . The b u t l e r 
could also h i r e the other male s t a f f , including footmen and 
coachmen. The housekeeper hired and maintained the female s t a f f , 
often including the cooks and the nursemaid. She was i n charge 
of ordering goods from the market, preparing the house linens, 
making tea and coffee, and attending to the needs of the 
mistress. Cooks helped select menus, helped the mistress with 
preserving and canning, and prepared a l l meals. Waitresses 
served the meals to the family and also prepared the table f o r 
dinner parties. There were e x p l i c i t i nstructions f o r how table 
should be layed f o r a v a r i e t y of occasions, so t h a t proper 
etiquette was always observed. 

The s t a f f helped the master and mistress with chores th a t 
t h e i r eighteenth century counterparts had performed themselves, 
but also with new tasks created by the advent of new technology. 
While technology could make household chores easier i n some 
cases, i n others i t created new demands and tasks f o r the 
servants to perform. For example, the r e f r i g e r a t o r , which was 

See P h i l i p Dana Orcutt, "Gore Place," and "Gore Place, 
Waltham, Massachusetts: The Beginnings of a Restoration," 
a r t i c l e s on f i l e with The Gore Place Society. See also Helen R. 
Pinkney, Christopher Gore: Federalist of Massachusetts. 1758-1827 
(Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place Society, 1969), pp. 85-89. 

Robert Roberts, The House Servant's Directory^ facsimile 
of the 1827 e d i t i o n (Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place Society, 
1977), p. 44. 
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patented i n 1803 but did not come i n t o common use u n t i l the 
1820s, cut down on much of the work of mistresses and helpers i n 
the area of food preparation, including canning, drying, churning 
butter and cheese, butchering, and cooking meals. But while the 
introduction of coal i n the 1820s made home heating a b i t easier, 
i t also meant that servants had to d i l i g e n t l y tend the furnace, 
an arduous and messy job. Si m i l a r l y , the advent of lamps i n l a t e 
1820s improved l i g h t i n g , and lamps required less physical labor 
than candlemaking, but o i l or gas lamps s t i l l required close 
attention to avoid mishaps.Roberts highlighted the p o t e n t i a l 
danger of lamps i n his instructions f o r "shutting up the house:" 

V Your lamps must be turned down, not blown out. Then push up 
the keys of your lamps, that the o i l may not flow over, to 
sp o i l the carpets, f o r t h i s would be a sad disaster; and i t 
oftentimes happens through the neglect of servants not 

• attending properly to the lamps. When a l l your l i g h t s are 
extinguished, see that your fireguards are put to your 
f i r e s , and that everything i s safe i n the rooms before you 
go out; then fasten your f r o n t door; then go round to a l l 
the doors and windows on the back part of the house, t o 
ascertain whether they are a l l safe fastened. This i s the 
most important part of your duty, to see that the house, and 
a l l the f i r e s are safe. 

In addition to serving the p r a c t i c a l needs of wealthy 
families, servants also attested to the family's social position. 
The importance of the class status that came with keeping a large 
s t a f f of servants was exhibited i n the Gores' encounter with an 
acquaintance i n a nearby town. Ellen Derby Peabody recounted her 
thoughts on seeing Gore's chariot during her tra v e l s i n October, 
1815. "Here we found Governor Gore. He traveled i n a chariot, a 
most f o o l i s h thing, not half as comfortable or genteel as our 
wagon; fourteen servants, including housekeeper, handmaid, 
butler, and two pages."^^ This p o r t r a i t i l l u s t r a t e s the 
important r o l e servants played i n making v i s i b l e the e l i t e status 
of t h e i r employers. I t also highlights the degree to which the 
d i v i s i o n of labor w i t h i n the household was f i r m l y established i n 
the homes of the wealthy by the early nineteenth century. 

Guidebooks during the nineteenth century l a i d out the 
specifics of how a v a r i e t y of domestic chores should be 
performed. Most often these guidebooks were w r i t t e n by middle-
class reformers and arbiters of moralism i n American culture. 
Many were w r i t t e n f o r the woman of the household, so t h a t she 
could properly t r a i n her servants. Yet some were directed at the 
domestics themselves and gave advice not only about how best t o 
accomplish tasks but also about proper relationships with 

17 

18 

19 

Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 128-145. 

Roberts, House Servant's Directory, p. 67. 

Some Chronicles of the Dav Family Compiled by E.D.P. 
[Ellen Derby Peabody] (Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside Press, 1893). 
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employers and other employees.^° Robert Roberts was one of the 
few servants to write his own guidebook to be used by other 
servants. Roberts claimed experience "as a house servant in 
some of the f i r s t families in England, France, and America."^^ He 
became butler for the Gores in October of 1825, after having 
worked for some of the most prominent families in Massachusetts, 
including Nathan Appelton and Kirk Boot, both large investors in 
Lowell Mills, one of the f i r s t textile manufacturing companies in 
the nation. 

In his guidebook, Roberts gave detailed descriptions of 
domestics' duties, including how to set out tables and 
sideboards; how to wait large and small parties; how to polish 
boots; how to clean plate, brass, steel, glass, and mahogany; and 
"100 useful and various receipts [recipes and instructions]," 
including items such as "to render old pictures as fine as new, 
"a great secret to mix mustard," "to recover a person from 
intoxication." and "to preserve milk for sea that w i l l keep for 
six months." He also advised servants how to avoid waste in 
the household: 

Many well-meaning servants are ignorant of the best means of 
managing, and thereby waste as much as would maintain a 
small family, besides causing the mistress of the house much 
chagrin by their irregularity. . . 

He went on to explain how to store vegetables, meats, candles, 
and breads. Roberts argued that by training servants in the 
proper protocol of domestic duties, conflicts with employers 
could be avoided. 

Throughout the guide book, Roberts framed a l l his advice in 
terms of preserving propriety and decorum in the household. His 
discussion of setting out sideboards reflects this concern with 
proper protocol. "In setting out your sideboard, you must study 
neatness, convenience, and taste; as you must think that ladies 
and gentlemen that have splendid and costly art i c l e s , wish to 

°̂ Sample t i t l e s that are representative of the nineteenth-
century literature on domestic service include The Complete 
Servant. Being a Practical Guide to the Peculiar Duties and 
Business of All Descriptions of Servants (London: Knight and 
Lacey, 1825); Rose Mary Crawshay, Domestic Service for 
Gentlewomen: A Record of Experience and Success (London: Rose 
Mary Crawshay, 1876); The Duties of Servants: A Practical Guide 
to the Routine of Domestic Service (London: Frederick Warne & 
Co., n.d.); Every Servant's Book. Being a Complete Guide to A l l 
Duties (London: TY. Griffiths, 1833); and Plain Talk and Friendly 
Advice to Domestics (Boston: Philips, Sampson, & Co., 1855). 

21 

22 

23 

Roberts, Directory, p. i i i 

Ibid,, pp. v - v i i i . 

Ibid, p. 173. 
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have them seen and set out to best advantage."^'' At the same 
time, though, he pointed out that the only way f o r the servant to 
best serve the family i s by the family providing proper working 
spaces: 

A good dinner i s one of the greatest enjoyments of human 
l i f e ; and as the practice of cookery i s attended with so 
many discouraging d i f f i c u l t i e s , so many disgusting and 
disagreeable circumstances, and even dangers, we ought t o 
have some regard f o r those who encounter them, to procure us 
pleasure, and to reward t h e i r a t t e n t i o n , by rendering t h e i r 
s i t u a t i o n every way as comfortable and agreeable as we can. 
Mere money i s a very inadequate compensation to a complete 
cook; he who had preached i n t e g r i t y t o those i n the kitchen 
may be permitted to recommend l i b e r a l i t y t o those i n the 
parlour; they are indeed the sources of each other. 

Here Roberts lays out his b e l i e f i n the mutual dependence of the 
employer and employee, and argues f o r a recognition of t h i s 
relationship i n order to assure the servant d i g n i t y i n his or her 
sta t i o n . 

Employers and guidebook-writers focused on the proper 
relationship between family members and domestics now that 
servants were l i v i n g i n . Middle-class reformers encouraged 
household mistresses to look upon t h e i r relationship with t h e i r 
domestics as a missionary one. Employers needed t h e i r servants 
to e x h i b i t propriety so that they would be a proper r e f l e c t i o n on 
the moral. Christian nature of the home. According to Catherine 
Beecher and her s i s t e r , Harriet Beecher Stowe (author of Uncle 
Tom's Cabin), respect had to be the guide f o r relationships with 
servants.Roberts r e i t e r a t e d t h i s point. "'The laborer i s 
worthy of his h i r e , ' " Roberts argued,"and should be treated i n 
health or i n sickness with p i t y and f e e l i n g ; i f i t i s necessary 
to place servants under s t r i c t surveillance, l e t them at least be 
treated as fellow beings and candidates f o r a future world."̂ ® 

24 

25 

26 

I b i d , p. 49. 

Roberts, House Servant's Directory, p. 155. 

For further discussion of relationships between servants 
and masters i n New England, see Charles A. Hammond, "The Dilemmas 
of Domestic Service i n New England, 1750-1850," F o l k l i f e (1988), 
58-67; and Daniel E. Sutherland, Americans and Their Servants: 
Domestic Service i n the United States from 1800-1920 (Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1981). 

Catherine Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe, The 
American Woman's Home, or. Principles of Domestic Science; Being 
A Guide to the Formation and Maintenance of Economical. 
Healthful, Beautifulr and Christian Homes (New York: J.B. Ford 
and Company, 1869), p. 324. 

Roberts, House Servant's Directory, pp. 154-55. 
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At the same time, though, Roberts illustrated that he, as 
butler, was a s t r i c t supervisor of the rest of the staff. He 
admonished the servants under his employ to be diligent workers 
in order to establish their professionalism: 

In order to get through your work in proper time, you should 
^ make i t your chief study to rise early in the morning; for 

an hour before the family rises i s worth more to you than 
two after they are up; for in this time you can get through 
the d i r t i e s t part of the work, which you cannot do when the 

^ , family rises. . . . 

In the next place, you must have a proper dress for doing 
your dirty work in; for you should never attempt to wait on 
the family in the clothes that you clean your boots, shoes, 
knives, and lamps in; for the dress that you wear i s to the 
do this part of your work i s not f i t to wait in, on ladies 
and gentleman. . . . 

There i s no class of people that should dress more neat and 
clean than a house servant, because he i s generally exposed 
to the eyes often public; but his dress, though neat and 
tidy, should never be foppish or extravagant. 

Mistresses were even more clear about controlling the behavior 
and appearance of their servants, so that they would be a 
dignified reflection of their employers. Servants must not be 
too showy, but also could not be slovenly. According to employer 
Helen Munson Williams, her domestic "must keep herself always 
neat and tidy in her person and never go to the door, or wait on 
the table with disarranged hair or in any but a clean and smooth 
white apron. "̂ ° 

The large acreage of the landscaped grounds and farming 
areas at Gore necessitated the hiring of a separate farm staff. 
Jacob Farwell was the overseer of the farm laborers and lived on 
site along with his immediate family, his brother Isaac, Maynard 
Moore, and the gardener, a l l of whom worked year round. He 
worked for Gore from 1810 until Gore's death in 1827. Most of the 
farm laborers were hired on a monthly basis, usually with the 
agreement that they would work seven or eight months, though few 
stayed that long. These monthly workers earned an average of ten 
dollars per month. Typically there were five workers employed on 
the farm in addition to Farwell from late March through June, 
approximately three workers from July to October, and one from 
November through March. Often Farwell would hire day workers to 
help with particular tasks. In 1825, Farwell hired two female 
workers, Polly Warren and Lydia Butlers, at a piece rate for the 
months of April and May; they made as l i t t l e as two dollars per 
week. While some workers were hired yearly, including Maynard 
Moore and Polly Warren, most workers were hired for less than one 
season. Since Christopher Gore took great pride in his "farm," he 

Ibid, pp. 15, 76. 

°̂ Quoted in Dudden, Serving Women, p. 120. 
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was a c t i v e l y involved i n i t s oversight.''^ 
The jobs performed by the farm hands included taking produce 

to market, making mats from corn husks, preparing f e r t i l i z e r , 
digging "hot beds" i n the yard f o r planting lettuce, and 
"helping." Many of the seasonal workers hired by Gore helped the 
main gardener, David Haggerton, with his planting and reaping 
chores. Other chores f o r helpers included f i x i n g the pump and 
we l l , building a fence, slaughtering sheep, and helping masons 
and carpenters. During the off-season, helpers might help 
Farwell cut down trees or cart leaves, sled ice, and bale hay, 
both f o r Gore and f o r some of his neighbors. 

The popularity of domestic guidebooks by the mid-nineteenth 
century was p a r t l y a r e s u l t of the r i s e of more permanent l i v e - i n 
servants who needed more formal t r a i n i n g than did the hired help 
of e a r l i e r decades. I n American c i t i e s during the nineteenth 
century, at any given time 15 to 30 percent of households 
included l i v e - i n domestic servants. Indeed, by the mid-
nineteenth century, domestic service was the most common 
occupation f o r women. The formal arrangements involved i n h i r i n g 
and t r a i n i n g s t a f f s also changed how employers located 
perspective servants. Christopher Gore's search f o r female 
domestics and a footman reveals the changes taking place i n 
securing s t a f f . For h i r i n g domestics, the Gores most l i k e l y went 
through one of the new employment agencies a r i s i n g during t h i s 
time. He writes to f r i e n d Rufus King (former embassador t o 
England and a college f r i e n d of Gore's from Harvard), "Hitherto 
we have done much better on the score of Domestics than we 
feared." For a footman, though. Gore r e l i e s on the advice of 
King and t r i e s t o secure his former employee. " I have w r i t t e n 
you two or three l e t t e r s praying you to permit Mclntire [King's 
servant i n New York] to h i r e and send me a Footman from New York. 
We are waiting f o r a reply as we are without necessary 
servant. "̂ ^ 

Women entered service i n great numbers i n the mid-
nineteenth century. I r o n i c a l l y , t h i s was the same time when 
e l i t e families often complained about the lack of a v a i l a b i l i t y of 
good, responsible domestics. The f a m i l i a r adage "you can't get 
good help anymore" was p a r t i a l l y a response to the increasingly 
impersonal and intensely hierarchical relationship between 
employer and employee, and also among servants themselves. 
Domestics were encouraged to address employers res p e c t f u l l y and 
obediently at a l l times. Roberts advised servants, " I n the f i r s t 
place a l l domestics should be submissive and p o l i t e t o t h e i r 
employers, and to a l l v i s i t a n t s that may come to the house. 

See Jacob Farwell, "Farm Workers at Gore, June 1820-June 
1826," i n Farm Journal, manuscript i n possession of The Gore 
Place Society. 

"Notes from Farwell's Diary," compiled by Sara Cormeny, 
Gore Place Society, 1991. 

" Christopher Gore to Rufus King, November 25, 1804; Gore 
to King, June 9, 1808, Rufus King Papers, New York H i s t o r i c a l 
Society, copies at The Gore Place Society, Waltham, Mass. 
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[Domestics] should never be pert, or s t r i v e to enter i n t o 
conversation with t h e i r employers or any v i s i t a n t that may come 
to the house, unless they speak to you or ask you a question, and 
then you should answer them i n a p o l i t e manner, i n as few words 
as possible. "̂'' Also, the entire servant s t a f f had to answer t o 
the butler. Roberts' guidebook, unlike the etiquette books 
w r i t t e n by middle-class social a r b i t e r s , spoke about the 
interpersonal relationships between servants. He advised, "Take 
care and never do an i n j u r y to any servant's character, f o r how 
easy they may be thrown out of bread through i t , and perhaps led 
to greater e v i l s . Always guard against being influenced t o do 
any kind of i n j u s t i c e to your comrade servants, either by l y i n g , 
or any other revengeful s p i r i t . "̂ ^ 

Many employers believed that domestic service offered a 
n\imber of opportunities f o r young workers, especially women, and 
they should be gr a t e f u l f o r finding such employment. The 
Beechers claimed, "One would think, on the face of i t , t h a t a 
c a l l i n g which gives a se t t l e d home, a comfortable room, rent-
free, with f i r e and l i g h t s , good board and lodging, and steady, 
well-paid wages, would c e r t a i n l y o f f e r more attractions than the 
making of s h i r t s f o r tenpence, with a l l the r i s k s of providing 
one's own sustenance and shelter."^^ Living conditions f o r 
domestic servants depended largely upon the wealth and sympathies 
of the employer. In some households, female domestics slept on a 
cot i n the kitchen, or slept on a straw bed i n the nursery. 

, Servants at Gore Mansion were fortunate t o have separate sleeping 
quarters, which contained a single bed, a desk, a side table, and 
a chair. Clearly t h i s l i v i n g arrangement gave servants more 
private space and time than those with more austere conditions 
(though the Gore servants' quarters s t i l l were rather austere)."'^ 

The Beechers pointed out that i f employers treated t h e i r 
servants with more respect, then women from more upstanding 
backgrounds would enter int o service. Indeed, the complaints of 
many servants h i g h l i g h t how the lack of respect exhibited by 
t h e i r employers led them to leave service. I n Lucy Maynard 
Salmon's 1901 survey of domestics, she asked them to name the 
main reason why more women do not enter service. The 
overwhelming response was "pride, social condition, and 
unwillingness t o be called servants."̂ ® Domestics also often had 
to work evenings and Sundays, with very l i t t l e time they could 
c a l l t h e i r own. Nearly a l l domestics worked at least ten hours 
per day i n the nineteenth century, and many worked twelve t o 

Roberts, Directory, p. 69. 

I b i d , p, 73. 

Beecher and Stowe, The American Woman's Home, p. 322. 

" Curators at Gore Place have refurnished one of the 
servants' rooms i n the West Gable according t o t h e i r 
understanding of how furnishings were arranged i n the nineteenth 
century. 

38 Salmon, Domestic Service, p. 140. 
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f i f t e e n hours per day. Servants complained about being 
constantly at the beck and c a l l of the mistress. For example, 
one woman describing the l i f e of a l i v e - i n explained, "When you 
l i v e i n , you must do everything but chew [your employer's] food. 
Do t h i s , do th a t , run here, run there, and when you get t h r o u g h — 
do t h i s ! " ^ ' 

Women especially experienced great i s o l a t i o n , both from 
t h e i r families and from t h e i r peers. Many of the women entering 
domestic service before 1840 were native-born Americans whose 
families had f a l l e n on hard times. Their daughters would be sent 
out to service to earn added income f o r the family, and also to 
relieve the family of the expense of t h e i r care. The majority of 
women i n service were unmarried, as most employers assumed 
domestics would leave service upon marriage. Many domestics ' > 
complained about the i s o l a t i o n they experienced, as many 
employers frowned on too much social i n t e r a c t i o n among 
servants."" As a r e s u l t , women often l e f t service when other job 
opportunities arose. 

Wages f o r female domestics were much lower than i n other 
trades. By the 1850s, i n North Eastern c i t i e s , women received 
room and board, plus about three doll a r s per week. Male 
domestics, especially butlers, made more money than women, and 
often were able to save enough to leave service and purchase 
t h e i r own home. During t h i s period, a b u t l e r made approximately 
$6.50 per week, and had much more freedom during t h e i r free time 
than did females." Robert Roberts owned a house i n the Old West 
Side of Boston on Second Street from 1816 to 1860, the year of 
his death. He married Ellen Rosina, had f i v e children (four sons 
and one daughter), and bought another home at 8 Napier Street i n 
Boston, where his children grew up. He l e f t the employ of the 
Gores shortly a f t e r Christopher Gore's death i n 1827, and became 
an active member of the African American Meeting House of Beacon 
H i l l , where he supported the Garrisonian Anti-slavery movement. 
He evidently purchased the houses next to his home, at 9 Napier 
Street, as an investment property. Upon his death i n 1860, his 
estate was valued at $7,868.81, including approximately $4,500 
for the two houses, $3,042 i n personal wealth."^ 

Elizabeth Clark-Lewis, Living I n . Living Out; African 
American Domestics i n Washington. D.C., 1910-1940 (Washington, 
D.C: Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n Press, 1994), p. 106. See also 
David M. Katzman, Seven Days a Week: Women and Domestic Service 
in I n d u s t r i a l i z i n g America (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1978), p. 7, and Salmon, Domestic Service, pp. 140-165. 

' ''° Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 32; and Dudden, Serving 
Women, pp. 194-199. 

Salmon, Domestic Service, pp. 90-100; and Boydston, Home 
and Work, p. 132. 

See Suffolk County Docket 43224, Probate Records, 1860, 
Suffolk County Courthouse; U.S. Census, Manuscript Census, 1830, 
Reel 65, page 188; 1840, Reel 197, page 328; 1860, Reel 521, page 
553. 
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Turnover rates were high f o r female domestics as a r e s u l t of 
the low wages and feelings of i s o l a t i o n and disrespect. Women 
often sought factory work over service once i t became available 
because of the increased f l e x i b i l i t y and control over time and 
wages. I n Cohoes, New York i n 1881, the l o c a l newspaper declared 
i t was "next to impossible" to obtain good servants because of 
the opening of the cotton m i l l s . Women also l e f t service f o r 
marriage, so the length of time a family could employ one servant 
was r e l a t i v e l y l i m i t e d . The post-1840 i n f l u x of I r i s h immigrants 
enhanced the a v a i l a b i l i t y of domestics at a time when many 
native-born women were choosing other occupations. Many I r i s h 
families sent t h e i r daughters to America rather than t h e i r sons, 
knowing that there was demand fo r domestic labor. German 
immigrants also took jobs as domestics during t h i s time."^ The 
servant s t a f f at Gore Place during the antebellxam period r e f l e c t s 
these changes. After the death of Mrs. Gore i n 1833, the house 
was purchased by Boston Mayor Theodore Lyman, who then sold the 
estate to John S. Copley Greene i n 1838. The servant s t a f f i n 
the Greene household, according to the 1850 census, included s i x 
l i v e - i n servants: a coachman born i n Maine, a male servant born 
i n Ireland, two female servants born i n Germany, one i n Ireland, 
and another i n Nova Scotia. Employers began complaining about 
the habits of the immigrant domestics, and the stereotype of the 
" I r i s h " biddy became pervasive i n popular l i t e r a t u r e . 

E f f o r t s t o challenge the d i f f i c u l t l i v i n g and working 
conditions often associated with domestic service took a v a r i e t y 
of forms. As early as 1827, a group of Boston women formed the 
Society f o r the Mutual Benefit of Female Domestics and Their 
Employers. The purpose of the society was to establish 
guidelines f o r the proper relationship between mistresses and 
servants. " I t i s an undoubted f a c t , " the preamble states, "that 
the s i t u a t i o n of female domestics i n t h i s c i t y , especially when 
they are strangers, i s attended with great d i f f i c u l t i e s and 
dangers—their employers also are often subjected to perplexity 
and disappointment." I n order to overcome t h i s s i t u a t i o n , the 
Society would become "the protectors of the innocent and 
friendless, and the encourager of v i r t u e and industry." Members 
contributed a d o l l a r per year, and i n return had the opportunity 
to obtain a domestic registered with the Society who had produced 
"satisfactory evidence of good character, and of t h e i r respective 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . " Domestics, i n tu r n , received funds of between 
f i v e and ten dollars per year of satis f a c t o r y service ( a f t e r two 
years) deposited i n t o a savings account. Domestics received t h i s 
money, which could r i s e to as much as f i f t y d o l l a r s , upon leaving 
t h e i r employ (though not before ten years of service, except i n 
cases of marriage or misfortune)."^ While t h i s service 

"̂  Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 33; Dudden, Serving Women, 
pp. 65-69; Salmon, Domestic Service, pp. 62-72. 

"" U.S. Census, Manuscript Census, 1850, House #503. 

"̂  "Constitution of the Society f o r the Mutual Benefit of 
Female Domestics and t h e i r Employers" (Boston: Munroe and 
Francis, 1827), pp. 2; 5; 6-7. 
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functioned pri m a r i l y as a h i r i n g agency, i t did provide some 
guidelines f o r the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s employers had toward t h e i r 
servants. 

Traditional c r a f t unions paid l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n t o domestic 
servants as workers worthy of organizing. This p r i m a r i l y was a 
resul t of the fact that most domestics were women, and t h e i r work 
was considered "unskilled" labor by the organizers of the c r a f t -
based American Federation of Labor. The nature of the work also 
made i t d i f f i c u l t to organize servants, since there was no common 
workplace where a l l workers came together. As a r e s u l t , 
domestics protested t h e i r working conditions either by leaving 
one employer f o r another, or by leaving service altogether and 
seeking work elsewhere. There were some working women's 

' protective unions formed i n the l a t e nineteenth century t o help 
women f i n d work and to provide free legal service f o r working 
women. These organizations, though, run mostly by middle-class 
reformers, focused on women working i n factories and had l i t t l e 
success aiding domestic servants."^ 

By the postbellum period, the number of domestic servants 
rose dramatically, p r i m a r i l y as a re s u l t of Emancipation. From 
1870 to 1910, the number of female domestic servants rose from 
960,000 to 1,830,000. Between 1910 and 1920, t h i s number 
declined to 1,400,000. After 1900, the number of native-born 
white women entering service declined sharply, while the number 
of foreign-born and African-American women i n service rose. The 
I r i s h s t i l l made up the largest segment of foreign-born servants 
i n 1900, with forty-one percent being I r i s h . I n the South a f t e r 
1900, the mimber of servants i n households declined, as i t did i n 
the North. Yet the r a t i o of servants to households was more than 
f o r t y percent higher i n the South, a r e s u l t of the large 
percentage of African-American women entering service jobs there. 
In 1890, t h i r t y percent of a l l domestic workers nationwide were 
black women, and f o r t y percent of a l l black women who were ^ 
employed were either domestics or laundresses. The number of 
African-American servants would continue t o r i s e throughout the 
twentieth century."^ 

By the turn of the century, many i n s t i t u t i o n s of higher 
education had launched e f f o r t s to professionalize domestic labor. 
Large research i n s t i t u t i o n s l i k e the University of Chicago 
i n s t i t u t e d departments of Domestic Science which trained women 
about proper standards of cleanliness, n u t r i t i o n , household 
economy, and public health. These departments injected 
s c i e n t i f i c language and problem-solving models t o many of the 
issues formerly addressed by etiquette books. While most of 
these university programs were geared towards middle-class female 
students, there also were programs aimed at domestic servants. 
The most famous was the Nannie Helen Burroughs National Training 

"̂  See Barbara Mayer Wertheimer, We Were There: The Story 
of Working Women i n America (New York: Pantheon Books, 1977), p. 
155. 

"̂  Katzman, Seven Days A Week, pp. 46-87; W.E.B. DuBois, 
The Philadelphia Negro: A Social Study (Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania, 1899); Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 34. 
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School f o r Women and Gi r l s (NHL 1991). Burroughs was an African-
American educator and rel i g i o u s leader. She founded the t r a i n i n g 
school i n 1909 i n Washington, D.C. to provide p r a c t i c a l s k i l l s 
f o r Black women. The school offered academic i n s t r u c t i o n i n 
l i b e r a l a r t s , r e l i g i o n , and t r a i n i n g i n domestic arts and 
vocations, and was the f i r s t school t o o f f e r a l l of these 
opportunities w i t h i n a single i n s t i t u t i o n . The school was 
supported by reformers and p o l i t i c a l leaders such as Mary McLeod 
Bethune, Oscar De Priest, and Herbert Hoover. By the 1920s, the 
school was t r a i n i n g women not only i n domestic science but also 
i n occupations such as shoe repair and dry cleaning."^ 

Changes i n the characteristics of domestic workers also 
brought changes i n the nature of the work. By 1920, domestic 
service moved from being p r i m a r i l y a l i v e - i n occupation t o mostly 
live-out work. This was due i n part t o African American women 
replacing immigrant and native-born white women i n service jobs. 
African-American women were more l i k e l y t o be married and have 
families of t h e i r own while they were employed as domestics. As 
a r e s u l t , they were employed as "dayworkers," often going t o 
employers' homes every day of the week, and returning home i n the 
evening. Others took work home with them, such as laundry or 
mending, and t h e i r employers paid them by the piece. This 
pattern continued through World War I I , a f t e r which service 
figures declined. Most families who employed domestics during 
the post-war era had workers come i n one or two days a week, or 
hired them f o r p a r t i c u l a r tasks, such as laundering or helping 
with c h i l d care. Often these women were African-American, but i n 
recent decades new immigrants, especially Mexicans, Central 
Americans, and Asians, have taken over seirvice jobs and even 
taken l i v e - i n positions f o r the growing number of dual-career 
middle-class households with children. Domestic service, then, 
has been a pervasive feature of American labor h i s t o r y , and 
continues t o r e f l e c t changes i n American culture, demographics, 
and the economy. "̂  

"® See Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, Righteous Discontent: 
The Woman's Movement i n the Black Baptist Church. 1880-1920 
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1993); and "National 
Training School f o r Women and G i r l s , " National H i s t o r i c Landmark 
Nomination Form, National Park Service, 1990. 

"̂  Clark-Lewis, Living I n , Living Out, Chapters 1 and 2; 
Cowan, "Household Labor," pp. 36-38; Katzman, Seven Days a Week, 
p. 87. 
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Previous documentation on f i l e (NPS): 

Preliminary Determination of Individual L i s t i n g (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 

_X_ Previously Listed i n the National Register. 
Previously Determined E l i g i b l e by the National Register. 

_X_ Designated a National H i s t o r i c Landmark. 
_X_ Recorded by Hi s t o r i c American Buildings Survey: # 

Recorded by Hi s t o r i c American Engineering Record: # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

_X_ state H i s t o r i c Preservation Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 

_X_ Other (Specify Repository): Gore Place Society 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property:45 

Zone Easting Northing 
A 19 317000 4693460 
B 19 317900 4693200 
C 19 317750 4693200 
D 19 317900 4693600 
E 
P 

Verbal Boundary Description: 
The boundaries of Gore Place Society are Main Street to the north. Gore 
Street on the west. Grove Street (which becomes Waltham Street) on the 
south, and a boundary on the east from the intersection of Waltham Street 
and Stanley Road, due north 1521.56 feet to Main Street (see map 1). 

Boundary Justification: 
Gore Place Society purchased the 81 acre property in 1935. The 1935 plot 
was modified in 1967 when the Society deeded land (approximately 6 acres) 
to the City of Waltham to widen Gore Street and Grove Street for the 
evacuation of Raytheon employees (see map 2). The plant i s directly south 
of the property Gore Place Society manages. Gore Place Society currently 
owns a total of 75 acres, with Raytheon Property occupying the thirty acres 
south of Waltham Street not managed by the Society. The Raytheon Property 
includes a manufacturing plant built in the 1970s, and therefore detracts 
from the historic integrity of Gore Place, so i t i s not included in 
boundary of the property being nominated. 
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11. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/Title: 

Telephone: 

Date; 

Robin F. Bachin 
Assistant Director 
The Dr. William M. Scholl Center 

for Family & Community History 
The Newberry Library 
60 West Walton Street 
Chicago, IL 606109 

(312) 255-3642 

06/03/96 
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National Park Service/WASO/History Division (418) : July 12, 1996 
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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Gore Place (Additional Documentation) 

Other Name/Site Number: Governor Christopher Gore Mansion 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 

City/Town: 

State: MA 

52 Gore Street 

Waltham 

County: Middlesex Code: 017 

Not for publication: 

Vicinity: 

Zip Code: 02154 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property 
Private: JL 
Public-Local: 
Public-State: 
Public-Federal: 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

2 

Category of Property 
Building(s): JL 
District: 
Site: 
Structure: 
Object: 

Noncontributing 
2 buildings 

sites 
5 structures 

objects 
7 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 1 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A 
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 

properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the National Register 
Determined not eligible for the National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 



NPS Form 10-900 

GORE PLACE 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service 

USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

Page 3 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Domestic 

Current: Recreation and culture 

Sub: Single dwelling 

Sub: Museum 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: 

MATERIALS: 
Foundation: 
Walls: 
Roof: 
Other: 

Granite 
Brick, Wood 
Shingle 
Sandstone terrace 

Early Republic sub: Federal 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

Gore Place consists of approximately seventy-six acres of grounds surrounding the Federal-style 
mansion built by Massachusetts Governor Christopher Gore in 1805. Governor Gore purchased the 
first forty acres, on which stood a small frame homestead, in 1786 to use as a summer residence. The 
original wooden mansion burned in 1799, so the Gores planned a new home while they were traveling 
in Europe. While the Gores collaborated with French architect Jacquesjî uillame LeGrand on the plans 
for the house, they laid out the grounds themselves. Gore was influenced in his planting plans for the 
original forty acres by Humphrey Repton, the famous eighteenth-century English landscape gardener 
who was an exponent of the "naturalist" style of landscape design. The plantings consisted of "every 
variety of forest trees," apple trees, wildflowers, grape vines, spacious lawns, and an herb garden. 
The Gore Place Society, which was incorporated in 1935 to preserve and restore Gore Place, has 
recreated much of the landscape design from Gore's original plans. 

In 1786 Aaron Dexter, a Boston physician, sold a 50 acre lot "Situated and being partly in Waltham 
and partly in Watertown" to C. Gore, "partly mowing and partly plowing land & partly Pasture land 
with Mansion House, Barn, and other buildings." 

However, by 1793 Christopher and Rebecca Gore evidently wanted a more elaborate "mansion house" 
and constructed a house said to have been "Mclntyre" style along with a carriage house. From 1796 to 
1804 the Gores lived in London. During this time the house burned. 

Tuesday morning early, the seat at Waltham of Christopher Gore, 
Esq., Commissioner of the United States at the Court of London, was 
discovered to be on fire: which entirely consumed the frame, except the 
western wing. It began in the green house. The principal part of the 
furniture was saved, although much damaged in the removal. 
(J. Russell's Gazette, Boston, March 21, 1799 p2 c4). 

The present building, which is on the site of the house destroyed by the fire, incorporates many design 
and technological innovations which the Gores were exposed to in their travels and were not yet found 
in the United States. The mansion is thus unusual because it is the reflection of many amenities as 
expressed by Americans recentiy returned from England. It was completed in 1806. The twenty-two 
room house cost $23,000. 

Letters written between the close friends, Christopher Gore and Rufus King, indicate that the design of 
Gore Place is the result of a collaboration between Christopher and Rebecca Gore and JacquesA 
Guillaume Legrand, a Paris architect. In July of 1801, Gore wrote to King "Mrs. G. is now with 
Monsieur LeGrand in the adjoining parlour building houses. ..." Again in 1802 "Mrs. G. has sent the 
plan of our intended house, with a wish that you should explain it to LeGrand, & request him to make a 
compleat & perfect plan according to our sketch..." Unfortunately, the plans are not extant, but it does 
indicate that Rebecca Gore played an active role in the designing of the mansion. 

The mansion is a symmetrical five part composition with a two and one half story main block, one and 
one half story hyphens to either side, and two story end pavilions built at right angles to the main axis. 
The overall length is approximately 190 feet; the main block is approximately 68 feet wide and 40 feet 
deep; the hyphens are each 40 feet wide and 21 feet deep; and the end pavilions 20 feet wide and 32 
feet deep. It is constructed of brick made in Charlestown, MA laid in Flemish bond. Very little of the 
mortar has been repointed. 

The main block has a hip roof capped with an octagonal ventilator/skylight. There are two dormers 
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facing north. The hyphens have gable roofs on an east/west axis, while the end pavilions' gable roofs 
run on a north/south axis. The roofing is Vermont slate installed in 1956. The original roofing material 
was wood shingle. 

The north facade of the main block is five bays wide with a brownstone terrace. The terrace, with its 
central steps, originally was used as a mounting block. The eastern and western bays serve as the two 
entrances. The two entries each have an elliptical fanlight and flanking side lights. The fanlight to the 
west entry lights a room above it placed entresol. Between the two doorways are three triple sash 
windows capped by dentilled cornices and framed by elongated narrow pilasters meeting the jamb 
directly. The second story windows are six-over-six lights with winged lintels. 

The south facade has an oval bow with three triple hung windows. The windows in the flanking rooms 
now become French doors with fans to light an entresol room to the west and a blank box to the east. 

The mezzanines arê diaracterized by a rectangular window on the first floor and a lunette window on 
the second enclosed by arched brickwork. The second floor windows on the east wing are low to the 
floor because the ceiling was raised in the billiard room below sometime during the Gore tenancy. 

^t>tJ_- c^^^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ 

The gable endsŷ have the same window arrangement with the roof line serving as a pediment and 
brickwork as pilasters on the corners. The eaves trough serves as a capital for the pilaster. 

The mansion was the summer home of a well-to-do lawyer and sometime politi^n. The main block of y 
the house is two rooms deep, while the mezzanines and gable ends are Yroom deep. Very much in the / ^ 
style of an English country house, the main block of the first floor along with the east wing is designed 
for large formal entertainment. The west wing was given over to service areas, and the second floor 
was living space. 

The great hall, where formal dining was held, has a floor of "King of Prussia" marble which extends to 
both entrance halls. The room is semi-circular with fireplaces to the east and west sides, three doors to 
the south, and three windows facing north. These windows are floor to ceiling and open to allow guests 
to walk out to the terrace expanding the space to the outside. The ceiling is approximately 17 feet high. 
The high ceilings, large windows, and marble flooring were means of cooling a summer home. 

Across from the great hall is the oval withdrawing room separated by two sets of doors, one curved to 
the shape of the room, the other a curved bifold. The fireplace is located at the end of the ellipse and 
curves to the shape of the room. The three triple hung windows gam allow for egress to the lawn and 
are part of the cross ventilation with the windows in the great hall. )v 

To the east of the oval room is a reception room/parlor. French doors along the south wall lead outside 
in this room. These three rooms together allow circulation of guests from one to the other. The 
wallpapers in both the oval room and parlor are reproductions of the French papers hung by the Gores. 
Fragments of the paper for the great hall are known and are being researched but have not yet been 
reproduced. 

To the east of the great hall is the formal entry with a circular staircase obviously intended to impress ^ 
the Gore's'guests. This leads to the second floor living quarters as well as to the mezzanine rooms 
through a door curved to the shape of the wall in the middle of the stairs. The entry was conserved in 
1986. "Stone colored paper with matching borders" were hung on the walls in accordance with a letter 
Gore wrote to King. The stair treads were returned to the faux mabre of the Gore*s\imes and Brussels ^ 
carpeting laid on the stair treads and upper hall. 
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TheAnezzanine area is a-billiard room thought to have been extant at the time of the Gores' residence. 
In it is Governor Gore's oversize billiard table. The small room just before the library is thought to 
have been a bathing chamber. Gore's account book from the time of the construction of the house 
mentions a copper tub and water closet. Many dressing rooms have been found next to the library in 
English country houses. 

The second floor of the mezzanine has three rooms of unknown usage with curved ceilings. They are 
now used to exhibit the museum's collection of children's toys and accoutrements. 

The east gable end is the library where Gore wrote of the straight walk which can be seen from the east 
window. 

"Shady walks radiated from the house to the east and west... one of 
which formed a vista opposite the east window of the Library." 

In this room the lunette windows sit high in the walls to the north and south allowing a great deal of 
light to shine in the room. The mantie piece surrounding the fireplace was^ecyel^from the 1793 
house as was the mantle piece in the great hall. The one in the library has a gesso gryphon, said to be 
one of the earliest examples in this country, and the great hall mantle depicts the Caladonian Boars 
Hunt. Both of these mantle pieces have the typical Federal decorative elements of swags, bell drops, 
medallions. 

The north side of the second floor main block is composed of two bedchambers and a dressing room. 
The south side has a bedchamber on the southeast corner along with a dressing room with origi^l 
built-in shelving and drawers. An oval family parlor with three windows facing south overlookkig the ^ 
lawn. This room is now being restored with French block print paper and sisal carpeting to cover the 
soft pine subflooring installed by the Gores. The original cream color woodwork has been restored with 
an 1800-era formula paint. The southwest chamber is interpreted as Rebecca Gore's office or 
workroom. It has built-in bookcases with adjustable shelves plus an alcove with built-in drawers and 
shelves for linen storage. 

Dividing the north and south chambers is a service hall with the ventilator/skylight. The lights in the 
cupola originally opened and closed on a pulley system. The windows have since been replaced and 
nailed shut. The light emitted from these windows lights the hallway even on a dark day. This hall 
provides individual access to all rooms allowing service without disruption. Original louvre doors 
opening to the hall from the parlor allows cross ventilation from the north center chamber to the parlor 
while providing privacy. 

The west wing was devoted entirely to service. Originally, the main kitchen was in the cellar of the 
west wing with a complete Rumford kitchen. A second kitchen hearth is located directly above in the 
gable end in what is now the gift shop. 

The first floor of the mezzanine area holds the servants' hall. The rooms above were servant's 
bedchambers and are now offices for the staff. The entresol room above the breakfast room is now 
interpreted as a servant's chamber although the original useage is unclear. Visitors can view the bed, 
desk, chair, and side table that were typical of servants' rooms in the Gore's^ousehold. Curators of ^X^ 
Gore Place also have recreated the servants' kitchen as it would have looked in the nineteenth century, 
and are in the process of obtaining information on arrangements of utensils, pots, and other tools for 
meal preparation. 

The exterior brickwork was painted white and the roof balustraded in the 1830s or 40s. These 
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alterations have been removed. The interior colors of the Mansion were mostly grays. The floors of 
the two entrance halls and of the State Reception Hall were of American marble. The entrance doors 
were traditional six-paned doors with louvered windows beside them. Gore Place Society has 
conducted extensive research on the original materials, colors, and furnishings of the Gore Mansion, 
and has recreated many of the nineteenth-century features of the home. Among the original Gore 
belongings •iBĜ de the sideboard in the Oval Dining Room, the books in the library, family portraits on 
the walls, and Governor Gore's inaugural suit. ̂ Gore Place is in excellent condition and has been 
carefully restored. The mansion and grounds are open to visitors, both for guided tours and soon for 
self-guided walks.' \ ,jy / \ 

Carriage House 
Architectural Description / 
The carriage house is a rectangular shaped building, approximately 70'4 40', two windows wide. The 
Federal style architecture features a hip roof, a pediment with an oculi over the central arched portal, 
and keystones over the doors. The two stories are divided on the exterior by a belt course. The building 
is sided with clapboards and still retains its original skived clapboards on the north and part of the west 
facades. The walls are painted white, with the doors and windows a deep mauve. 

The building is composed of three segments. The largest one, located on the west end of the building, 
was used to store carriages. The central section, with two large hinged doors allowing tall carriages to 
enter, was the area used to harness the horse to the carriage and to clean the carriages. The floor is 
pitched to carry off the water to the basement. The interior of the east segment has seven stalls, with 
unique iron work hay cribs, which could be filled from the attic. The edges of the stalls are lined with 
iron to prevent the horses from cribbing or gnawing on the wood. The grooves on the flooring of the 
stalls are sloped to allow the urine to flow out and into the hatches where the manure was also 
shovelled. 

The tack room located between the stall area and the harnessing area served to separate the smell of the 
horses from the carriages. 

The upper story was used to store hay, grain, and may have been used as quarters for the stable hands. 
Two original grain storage bins can still be seen in the attic as can the original hay cribs. Despite 
several devastating fires the original beams are still in place. 

The interior today is plastered in the west and central segments and kitchen krea with exposed beams 
Much of the original flooring is still in place. ^ 

In 1968, to save the building, it was moved from the entrance to the property to its present location at 
the end of the parking lot. This allowed for the widening of Gore Street and the evacuation of the 
parking lots from Raytheon Corporation. See plot plan for the land taken by emminent domain. 

Historical Narrative 
Built in 1793, the same time as the original house on the property which burned in 1799, the carriage 
house at Gore Place continued to be used even after the 1805 mansion was completed. It held the 
carriages, coach horses and a few riding horses, which were a necessary part of the life of the wealthy 

' This physical description was adapted from the Charles Snell, "National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form 
for Gore Place" (1970). See also Philip Dana Orcutt, A.I.A., "Gore Place: Waltham, Massachusetts: The Beginnings of a 
Restoration," Gore Place Society files; Orcutt, "Gore Place," Gore Place Society, Waltham, Massachusetts; and Phyllis 
Poison, "Gore Place: A Restoration in Progress," Gore Place Society files. 
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Boston patricians of the era. It also would have been used to house the carriages of the many visiting 
politicians and luminaries such as the Marquis de Lafayette, President James Monroe and Daniel 
Webster. 

The son of a Boston paint merchant who was known for decorating coaches, Christopher Gore 
apparently enjoyed brightly colored carriages. Henry Lee wrote of him " I dimly remember seeing 
through a cloud of dust the Governor's orange-colored coach with its crimson harness cloth, coachman 
and footman and two preceding outriders all in livery, as he went to take an airing with a stateliness 
quite in keeping with his fine place, ..." (Letter from Colonel Henry Lee to Justin Winsor in 1881). 

His delight in stylish carriages impacted the landscape of his "farm in the country." The mile walk 
surrounding the property could also be used as a carriage path to circumnavigate his estate. 

The carriage house was a common component of large 18th and early 19th century houses. Similar 
structures with a tripartite facade and high central arched doorway may be found at the house designed 
by Charles Bulfinch for Stephen Higginson at the rear of 85 Mount Vernon Street, Boston, at the 
Harrison Gray Otis house as well as at the Theodore Lyman house in Waltham. Bulfinch designed a 
similar stable for the Swan house in Dorchester, but this has been demolished as has the coach house 
from the Lindens in Danvers, MA. The Gore carriage house is the only one in the vicinity to retain 
much of its original fabric. The carriage house at the Vale is now used to house the conservation 
laboratories for SPNEA. 

It is probable that the tack room and stalls were remodelled during the Lyman occupancy (1835-1838). 
The dark staining of the stalls and the patented feeders were typical of this period. 

In 1935 Gore Place Society was formed to save the site from becoming a housing project. At this time 
the carriage house was located at the entrance to the property, closer to the Gore Street entrance. This, 
of course, would be the logical location when /used by the Gores and subsequent tenents of the 
property. In 1968, the city of Waltham took some property by emminent domain and the carriage house 
was moved 200 feet to the northwest of the property and a parking lot was built to accomodate visitors 
to the site. 

In 1977, the interior of the building was modified to be used for educational programs, lectures, 
concerts, and rental space to augment the funding of the site. The tack room is now a kitchen available 
to caterers. Two rest rooms were added, one of which is handicap accessible, and a ramp was built on 
the northwest exterior side of the building. 

Farmhouse 
Architectural Description 
The footprint of the farmhouse is rectangular with a one story one room L-shaped ell extending to the 
north. A second ell extends to the east with the kitchen and a four bay garage. While these ells were 
replaced in 1963 when the house was moved, it appears materials from the original were utilized when 
the replacement was made. Some of the sash is old as is the back door and the tongue and groove 
paneling on the lower third of the walls. This paneling continues into the north facing ell. 

The house consists of two stories plus an attic and a full cellar. The cellar is fiiUy replaced with poured 
concrete and granite facing on the exterior. The original beams are still in place in the cellar except in 
the north ell which was wholly replaced. 

The house has two chimneys at the peak of the roof symmetrically spaced in a north/south direction to 
align with the dormers. These chimneys each contain four flues servicing four fireplaces on the first 
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floor and four fireplaces on the second floor. All the fireplaces are shallow and of the Rumford design 
except for the fireplace in the central room which obviously was the original kitchen (now used as a 
dining room). The fireplace in the central room is large with space for a boiler (now covered with 
painted soapstone), a closed up bake oven, and a low, but deep fireplace (now also closed and used 
with a stove.) The second floor fireplaces are low and shallow. All eight fireplaces are back to back. 

There are four dormers-two front and two back. The roof is side gabled with a distinctive slope which 
curves out over a colonaded front porch and a small back entry with the rest of the area enclosed as the 
laundry and bathroom. It appears that the ells were a later addition and the back of the house originally 
had a full colonaded porch. The roof is covered with cedar shingles on the front roof and the ells with 
asphalt shingles on the rear roof. 

The front facade is composed of a center door with side lights and two symmetrically placed windows 
under the overhanging roof supported by four columns to form a porch. One column appears original, 
but could be a later replacement. The front door appears original or least very early with two large 
lights at the top. The north side has three asymmetrically placed windows, while the south facade has 
two symmetrically placed windows. The windows are 12-over-12 lights in wood sashM u ^ 

The house is sided with clapboards which are overlapped or skived, except for the front facade within 
the porch area where it is sided with tongue and groove horizontally laid boards. In 1992 paint 
analysis was done and the cottage returned to its original colors of khaki green with white trim and 
black door. 

No other farmhouses of this particular style of architecture with the distinctive sloping roofline are 
known to exist in the area. Morgan Phillips, the noted architectural historian, when asked how he 
would describe the architectural style said, if he were going by on a fast train he would call it a "cape." 

Historical Narrative 
The farmhouse at Gore Place was built in 1835 by the second owner of the site, Theodore Lyman Jr. It 
originally was situated across Waltham Street on land that was then farmed by the owner. It is believed 
that the farmhouse has always been used in the same capacity it is today - as the home of the head 
farmer of the property. Several of the farmers show up in museum records. The Waltham Sentinel 
reported on May 15, 1856 that "Mr. Robert Murray, the well known horticulturist, and scientific and 
practical farmer, has had the charge of this estate for now more than twenty years, and seems almost as 
much a fixture upon the place as the venerable elm which screened the Goveror from the burning rays 
of the sun..." Board records also show the names of some of the farmers, such as Matthew Curren, 
who lived there when the house was moved. The only time there are no records is when the site was a 
country club. 

In 1964, the farmhouse was moved to the "home plot" when the Town of Waltham was widening 
Waltham/Grove Street. It is actively used by Gore Place for museum purposes. The land where it was 
previously sited is now leased to the Raytheon Corporation by Gore Place Society. However, it is still 
possible to see the location of the original foundation. It is considered a noncontributing building 
because it post-dates the period of significance. 

'Hue-Jiortti (main) facade of the central block is five bays wide and across thisjront-extends a mne-ftrot—-
wide sandstone terrace, i'he two eutiauce duurs^^gjhjaatli-adHdg^^^ fan and flanking side 
lights, are synimetrically_^sposed4irtheTwo^ndbays. The three center bays between these doors are 
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occupied by full-lengthed windows topped by projecting flat arch lintelswithxoaselesr Second story 
^widows are of regular size and have flat-arched wingedJiiitels-of'Stoneand stone sills. The south 
(rear7etevatieR4wsJlie_same fenestration^ ĴiCept-fliartEe first-story end-bays are occupied by wide 
French windows rather than]By3S9rs~^mndQws_on^^ elevation, unlike those on the front, are 
adorned by exterujiJeaVefed shutters. The corners ofThe~sMnrfacade-afeJigated âs giant pilasters and 
the cejjt^-is'occupied by a great bow or curve three bays wide. 

The hyphens are four bays wide and the end pavilions one bay wide. The first second-story windows 
in these wingŜ  are of regular size, rectangular in shape, and recessed between brick piers in such a 
manner as to crbate an arcade effect. The upper half-story of each bay is occupied by a semi-circular, 
or lunette, window>Windows on the south elevation of the wings have exterior louvered shutters, 
while those on the nortn^ont have none. 

The two doors in the end bays^the north facade, in the main block, open into two halls, each 
measuring about 14 1/2 by 17 feebxThe left, or east, hall contains the main stairs, a sophisticated 
semicircular staircase with a simple culwig light rail, with iron balusters indistinguishable in 
appearance from wood, set at intervals to injure rigidity. Between the two halls, on the north front, is 
a semi-elliptical reception room 20 by 30 feeHn size, mth^l5-foot high ceiling, and two fireplaces. 
The mantels in this and the other principal roonî f̂ornHJie chief ornament in the mansion. Elaborately 
carved in the Adamesque manner, these mantels fo^i^n effective contrast with the simpler detail of 
the interior woodwork. The two entrance halls^d the^te reception room are floored with blocks of 
white and blue gray marble. 

The second tier of rooms, opening on thp̂ south (rear) elevation>^̂  comprised of the library, 18 by 24 
feet, in the southeast corner, the great^val state dining room, 32 by 20 feet, situated in the center, and 
he family breakfast room, 20 by 17/feet, located in the southwest comer. The walls of the oval room 
lave been decorated with accura^eproductions of the French wallpaper utilized here. The fireplaces 
n these rooms also have elaborate mantels and the library and oval roonrboth have 15-foot high 
ceilings. The breakfast roojri, with a lower ceiling, has a small room locatedxon the mezzanine floor 
bove it. The second fioeir of the main block has five bedrooms and two dressms rooms. 

me east (left) hyphefi is occupied by a 19 by 30 foot billiard room, with a nursery in the half story 
above it. The nursery was used for nieces and nephews of the Gores, as they had no children 
themselves. The lunette windows in the nursery are child-high, as is the low ceiling, whicli forms and 
elliptical arclr. The east pavilion contains the music room, 18 by 29 feet in size and one-and-a-half 
stcjry in height. The west (right) hyphen has service stairs and a large servants' hall or dining roo: 
the first'floor and the servants' bedrooms above. The kitchen occupies the first story of the west 
pavilion and additional servant chambers are in the half story above. Gore Place Society uses the 
servants' quarters as office space, but has furnished one of die_seryant& -̂6hambers in the half story 
above to appear as it did in the early nineteen 

Approximately thirty acres of the Gore Place property is separated from the main parcel by a road, 
constructed in 1967, which bisects the property. This portion of the land, while still owned by the 
Gore Place Society, has been leased by the Raytheon Corporation since the 1940s. The parcel contains 
three radar towers, constructed prior to 1947; a brick building, constructed in1958 and enlarged in 
1959; and a parking lot. These buildings and structures were on the property at the time of its 
designation as a National Historic Landmark in 1970, and are counted as non-contributing for the 
purposes of this nomination, as is the road (Grove Street/Waltham Street) bisecting the property. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGMFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: Nationally: JC 
Statewide: Locally: 

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: A X B X C X D 

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions): A B C D E F G 

NHL Criteria: 2, 4 

NHL Theme(s): III. Expressing Cultural Values 
5. Architecture 

V. Developing the American Economy 
4. Workers and Work Culture 

National Register Areas of Significance: architecture; social history 

Period(s) of Significance: 1805-1806; 1825-1827 

Significant Dates: 1806; 1827 

Significant Person(s): Roberts, Robert 

Culttiral Affiliation: , N/A 

Architect/Builder: LeGrand, Jacques Guillame 
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above. 

Statement of Significance 

Gore Place is nationally significant as representative of the central role of domestic labor in American 
labor history. The physical structure of the house reflects changes in household labor, ideals of 
domesticity, working and living conditions of servants, and women's role in the family during the late-
eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries. In addition, the home is "one of the finest examples of a 
large-scale Adamesque Federal count[r]y house in the Unites States."̂  Gore Place was recognized for 
architectural significance by being designated a National Historic Landmark in 1970. 

The site was the country home of Christopher Gore, a prominent New England lawyer, veteran of the 
American Revolution, signer of the Constitution, Governor of Massachusetts (1809-1810), and United 
States Senator (1813-1816). He and his wife Rebecca (Payne) purchased the first forty acres of farm 
land in rural Waltham in 1786, and soon acquired 400 acres of land that Gore would refer to as his 
"farm at Waltham." One of the distinguishing features of the mansion was the devotion of the entire 
West Gable to quarters for domestic servants. The first floor contained a large servants hall, consisting 
of the kitchen and the buflers' entry, while the second floor contained sleeping quarters for servants. 
The allowance of so much space for servants attests to the increased presence of live-in domestics in the 
early to mid-nineteenth century. Wealthy and even middle-class women relied more heavily on the 
help of domestics partly as a result of the redefinition of women's role in the household economy. 
Rather than hiring non-live-in "help" for particular tasks like childbirth, sewing, spirming, laundry, or 
spring cleaning, as women had done during the colonial period, women now relied on live-in 
"domestics" to do more of the daily work of the household, thereby freeing the mistress to concentrate 
on the duties of childcare, charity work, and visiting, elements of womanhood promoted by advocates 
of the "cuh of true womanhood." The physical design of the household reflected these changes in the 
roles of family members, and the new reliance on a large staff of live-in domestic servants. 

Gore Place has preserved the living and working quarters of domestic servants, and currently interprets 
living and working conditions among the Gores' servant staff. Any well-preserved historic house 
museum could interpret the changes in family roles and domestic economy, as the significance of these 
changes lies in their pervasiveness across a broad spectrum of middle- and upper-class American 
households. By illustrating the lives of the domestic servants and slaves who worked there, Gore Place 
provides a deeper understanding of the living conditions in the households of the nation's leaders. Ideal 
sites for interpreting domestic service also include such preeminent American homes as Monticello and 
Mt. Vernon. Other appropriate sites include the Christian Heurich Mansion (Washington, D.C), the 
James J. Hill House (St. Paul, Minn.), Pomona Hall (Camden, NJ), Glessner House (Chicago, IL), and 
the McFaddin-Ward House (Beaumont, TX). All of these sites have preserved some aspect of servants' 
lives and interpret them on house tours.̂  

Gore Place also stands as a nationally significant property for interpreting domestic service because of 
the role of African-American butler Robert Roberts in codifying rules and guidelines for domestic 
service. While under the employ of the Gores, Roberts published The House Servant's Directory, one 

"Gore Place," National Register Nomination Form (1970). 

See National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP), "List of Historic Sites Interpretmg the Lives of Domestic 
Workers," compiled from "The View from the Kitchen Workshop" at the NTHP Conference, Oct. 25, 1994. See also Jane 
Brown Gillette, "Breaking the Silence," Historic Preservation 47 (March/April 1995), 38-43. 
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of the few guidebooks written by a domestic for other domestics. This publication was the first book 
written by an African American to be published by a commercial publisher, Monroe and Francis of 
Boston, in 1827, in the United States. In it, he catalogues how domestics should behave toward their 
employers and other servants, how they should perform their duties, and how best to accomplish a 
variety of household tasks. A sampling of guidebooks dealing with domestic servants in the Newberry 
Library collections reveals that most of them were written by middle-class women for the purpose of 
explaining proper household roles and social etiquette. There are two books written specifically for 
servants, one by a college student who worked as a domestic (1903) and one whose author is unknown 
(1855). Paul Gehl, Newberry Library expert on nineteenth-century etiquette books, believes that there 
were very few (maybe a handful) of guidebooks written by servants for other servants. There is no 
catalogue or bibliography of these books available, according to nineteenth-century printing scholar 
Meredith McGill, so exact figures cannot be supplied. Circulation figures are not available, but the 
guidebook was popular enough to have merited a second edition in 1828." 

Narrative History 

Housework has been the most pervasive form of labor in American history. Whether it was wives and 
mothers engaging in household duties, or domestic servants and part-time help performing particular 
tasks, housework has occupied long hours of often arduous labor. Yet this aspect of American labor 
history has until recently gone unexplored, largely as a result of the often unpaid nature of the work. 
Changes in the way housework is understood and performed, though, reflect larger transformations in 
American culture and the American economy. Gore Mansion is an ideal site for understanding these 
changes. 

In colonial households, the family economy included the work of women as well as men. Male 
craftsmen and artisans made their products in their home, and produced items both for self-sufficiency 
and for trade or sale in a local market. Women did the same. Work of colonial women in the 
household depended largely upon location (rural or urban), age, class position, and season. Yet most 
women at some point were responsible for milking cows, churning butter, feeding pigs and chickens, 
collecting eggs, making preserves, spinning, weaving, mending, laundry, and ironing. Women often 
contributed to the family economy not only through their household labor but also by producing goods 
to be bartered, traded, and sold at market. According to historian Jeanne Boydston, colonial women's 
work was "positioned in the patterns of daily community interaction." Women's household labor, then, 
was a visible aspect of women's role in the family economy and in broader aspects of village life.' 

Contrary to myth, however, the colonial household was not self-sufficient. Rather, many families, 
whether rural or urban, paid hired (most often non-live-in) help to work with the mistress on a 
temporary basis with specific chores. Farm women often hired help to work with them on outdoor 

"* Information based on inerviews conducted with Paul Gehl, Curator of Manuscripts and Rare Books, The Newberry 
Library, and Professor Meredith McGill, Assistant Professor, Rutgers University. See also "Notes on Robert Roberts," Gore 
Place Society. 

' Jeanne Boydston, Home and Work: Housework. Wages, and the Ideology of Labor in the Earlv Republic (New York, 
NY: Oxford University Press, 1990), p. 3. For further discussion of colonial women's roles in the household economy, see 
especially Ruth Schwartz Cowan, "Household Labor: Huswifs, Housewives and Domestic Workers," Essay submitted for the 
National Park Service Theme Study in American Labor History (1994); Cowan, More Work for Mother: The Ironies of 
Household Technology from the Open Hearth to the Microwave (New York: Basic Books, 1983); and Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, 
Good Wives: Image and Reality in the Lives of Women in Northern New England. 1650-1750 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1982). 
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tasks, including dairying chores, keeping chickens, and gathering eggs.̂  Women in towns and villages, 
usually in the upper-class, but often in professional and artisan families as well, hired servants for other 
kinds of chores. The mistress of the household was actively involved in domestic labor, and used the 
assistance of the "help" to produce more goods and accomplish more tasks.'' 

In the South, African slaves largely replaced indentured servants as household workers by the 
eighteenth century. Most of the slaves, particularly in the Chesapeake, worked in the fields of large 
plantations. Yet some spent at least part of their time as "houseslaves," with the largest plantations able 
to assign some workers to domestic chores on a full-time basis. The women worked as cooks, 
housemaids, nursemaids, and general helps. Men who worked in the house provided personal services 
to the male head of household, as well as helping with tasks such as butchering and chopping wood.* 

The nature of women's role in the household was transformed following the American Revolution. 
Ideals about domesticity stressed women's roles as republican wives and mothers, whose main duties 
were to raise good citizens and provide harmonious homes for their families. This transformation was, 
in part, a resuh of the rise of industry and the capitalist market, which helped shape changing 
ideologies of domesticity. Production moved from the farm to the factory, creating a sharper 
delineation between homespace and workspace than existed previously. As a result, women's role in 
the economy was devalued, as they were not producing goods outside the home that would enter the 
economy of the marketplace.' 

Women's new role in the household was integrally linked to the emerging ideology of civic 
republicanism. The ideology of republican motherhood focused on the role of women as caretakers of 
children and emotional supporters of husbands. New notions of domesticity stressed women's separate 
sphere as a counter to the crass world of the marketplace. As historian Ruth Cowan explains, 
"Women's work was the work that was done for love (of God and of family); men's work was done for 
cash."'" By the end of the War of 1812, this republican gender system that tied men's work with rising 
industrialization and wage labor, and women's work with unpaid labor in the household, was firmly 
entrenched." 

In order for women to fulfill these wifely and motherly duties, they had to be spared some of the 
household drudgery for which they previously were responsible. Increased use of domestic servants 

^ Faye E. Dudden, Serving Women: Household Service in Nineteenth-Century America (Middletown, CT: Wesleyan 
University Press, 1983), pp. 12-13. 

n 

Boydston, Home and Work, pp. 77-79, and Nancy Cott, The Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New 
England. 1780-1835 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977), pp. 28-29. 

o 

See Cowan, "Household Labor," pp. 10-11; Eugene Genovese, Roll. Jordan. Roll: The World the Slaves Made (New  
York: Random House, 1974); and Jacqueline Jones, Labor 
of Love. Labor of Sorrow: Black Women. Work, and the Family from Slavery to the Present (New York: Basic Books, 1985). 

g 

Boydston, Home and Work, p. 24. 

Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 18. 

For further discussion of republican ideals of domesticity, see Boydston, Home and Work, pp. 47-49; Linda K. 
Kerber, Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1980); and Mary Beth Norton, Liberty's Daughters: The Revolutionary Experience of American Women. 1750-1800 
(Boston: Little, Brown, 1980). 
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allowed the woman of the household to spend more time with child rearing, which was the focus of the 
ideology of republican motherhood. During this period, wealthy and middle-class households started 
hiring live-in domestic servants (commonly referred to as domestics) instead of part-time help. "Help" 
implied helping the mistress with chores, whereas "servants" were responsible for chores on their own, 
thereby creating a clearer class distinction between the family and the hired help. 

The creation of the role of formal, live-in domestics reflected new notions of circumscribed spheres of 
female domain within the household, rather than more fluid interchange between public market and 
household economy that existed previously. Catherine Beecher (author and arbiter of middle-class taste 
in the nineteenth century), for example, stressed the importance of the household as a sanctuary, and 
pointed to the undisturbed family table, where all could come together to relax and enjoy each other, as 
a model for Christian domesticity. This space of family togetherness necessitated the availability of a 
servant staff to prepare and serve the family meals in a separate space, which would not disturb family 
harmony.'̂  

Gore Place illustrates how this notion of circumscribed roles within the household was translated into 
physical space. When Christopher and Rebecca Gore made plans for their new home on their country 
estate in Waltham in 1801 (the former house on the land burned down), they incorporated new ideas 
about how home space should be layed out. Homes in the early nineteenth century added public spaces 
like parlors, where members of the household could entertain guests, and display bric-a-brac and other 
art items which were becoming more widely available. Builders also constructed homes with separate 
spaces for live-in servants, based on the dominant opinion of the day that proper, respectable 
households needed domestics whose living and work space would be separate from those of the family. 
Changing architecture allowed domestics to inhabit only areas of the house where work was performed, 
while the family would occupy areas of comfort and display. New homes in the mid-nineteenth 
century included basement kitchens and separate flights of back stairs for servants.'̂  

The Gore Mansion consisted of a central structure flanked by two outstretched wings. The first floor 
of the central structure included a large reception area, bordered on the west side by the butler's 
entrance and on the east by the main hall. Separate rooms included a sewing room, a billiards room, a 
library, a reception room, and separate bedrooms. The kitchen for food preparation was at the far end 
of the west gable, next to the servants' hall, where servants prepared food for the family and had their 
own meals. Servants quarters were located directly above the servants' hall, connected by a back 
stairwell. The back stairwell was completely out of the way of the formal, public areas of the house, 
thereby physically separating the servants from family and social functions as they carried out their 
chores. 

Catherine Beecher, Letter to Persons Who Are Engaged in Domestic Service. New York: Leavitt & Trow, 1842), pp.  
87-89; and Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 5, 35, 44. For further discussions of class and domesticity, see Cott, The Bonds of  
Womanhood: Mary - ' ^  
Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class: The Family in Oneida County. 
New York. 1790-1865 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1981), chapter 4; and Paul E. Johnson, A Shopkeeper's 
Millennium: Society and Revivals in Rochester. New York. 1815-1837 (Hill & Wang, 1978). 

13 
Dudden, Serving Women, p. 119; and Gwendolyn Wright, Moralism and the Modem Home: Domestic Architecture 

and Cultural Conflict in Chicago. 1873-1913 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980), p. 19. 

See Philip Dana Orcutt, "Gore Place," and "Gore Place, Waltham, Massachusetts: The Beginnings of a Restoration," 
articles on file with The Gore Place Society. See also Helen R. Pinkney, Christopher Gore: Federalist of Massachusetts. 
1758-1827 (Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place Society, 1969), pp. 85-89. 
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Prominent Americans in the early nineteenth century hired large servant staffs, each with specific titles 
and duties, including a butier, valet, coachman, footman, housekeeper, lady's maid, cook, waitress, 
nurse, parlor maid, chambermaid, and laundress. Jobs of the servant staff at Gore Mansion reflected 
the new types of duties servants performed, as well as the new relationship between employer and 
employee. The Gores maintained a servant staff of fourteen at the mansion (though not all lived in), 
each with a different job title and set of responsibilities. Gore's domestic staff, like others of the day, 
copied the patterns of European servant arrangements. The butler, Robert Roberts, was in charge of 
all of the other servants, as well as his own tasks. These often included seeing that everything in the 
household was in order, greeting visitors, tending to the wine and sherry cellars, laying the breakfast 
table, cleaning the breakfast and dinner tables, and tending to the fires. The butler could also hire the 
other male staff, including footmen and coachmen. The housekeeper hired and maintained the female 
staff, often including the cooks and the nursemaid. She was in charge of ordering goods from the 
market, preparing the house linens, making tea and coffee, and attending to the needs of the mistress. 
Cooks helped select menus, helped the mistress with preserving and carming, and prepared all meals. 
Waitresses served the mealsthe family and also prepared the table for dinner parties. There were 

^ explicit instructions for how âble should be layed for a variety of occasions, so that proper etiquette 
was always observed. 

The staff helped the master and mistress with chores that their eighteenth century counterparts had 
performed themselves, but also with new tasks created by the advent of new technology. While 
technology could make household chores easier in some cases, in others it created new demands and 
tasks for the servants to perform. For example, the refrigerator, which was patented in 1803 but did 
not come into common use until the 1820s, cut down on much of the work of mistresses and helpers in 
the area of food preparation, including canning, drying, churning butter and cheese, butchering, and 
cooking meals. But while the introduction of coal in the 1820s made home heating a bit easier, it also 
meant that servants had to diligently tend the furnace, an arduous and messy job. Similarly, the advent 
of lamps in late 1820s improved lighting, and lamps required less physical labor than candlemaking, 
but oil or gas lamps still required close attention to avoid mishaps.'* Roberts highlighted the potential 
danger of lamps in his instructions for "shutting up the house:" 

Your lamps must be turned down, not blown out. Then push up the keys of your 
lamps, that the oil may not flow over, to spoil the carpets, for this would be a sad 
disaster; and it oftentimes happens through the neglect of servants not attending 
properly to the lamps. When all your lights are extinguished, see that your fireguards 
are put to your fires, and that everything is safe in the rooms before you go out; then 
fasten your front door; then go round to all the doors and windows on the back part of 
the house, to ascertain whether they are all safe fastened. This is the most important 
part of your duty, to see that the house, and all the fires are safe.'̂  

In addition to serving the practical needs of wealthy families, servants also attested to the family's 
social position. The importance of the class status that came with keeping a large staff of servants was 
exhibited in the Gores' encounter with an acquaintance in a nearby town. Ellen Derby Peabody 
recounted her thoughts on seeing Gore's chariot during her travels in October, 1815. "Here we found 

Robert Roberts, The House Servant's Directory, facsimile of the 1827 edition (Waltham, Mass.: The Gore Place 
Society, 1977), p. 44. 

Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 128-145. 

Roberts, House Servant's Directory, p. 67. 
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Governor Gore. He traveled in a chariot, a most foolish thing, not half as comfortable or genteel as 
our wagon; fourteen servants, including housekeeper, handmaid, butier, and two pages. "'̂  This 
portrait illustrates the important role servants played in making visible the elite status of their 
employers. It also highlights the degree to which the division of labor within the household was firmly 
established in the homes of the wealthy by the early nineteenth century. 

Guidebooks during the nineteenth century laid out the specifics of how a variety of domestic chores 
should be performed. Most often these guidebooks were written by middle-class reformers and arbiters 
of moralism in American culture. Many were written for the woman of the household, so that she 
could properly train her servants. Yet some were directed at the domestics themselves and gave advice 
not only about how best to accomplish tasks but also about proper relationships with employers and 
other employees.'' Robert Roberts was one of the few servants to write his own guidebook to be used 
by other servants. Roberts claimed experience "as a house servant in some of the first families in 
England, France, and America."̂ " He became butier for the Gores in October of 1825, after having 
worked for some of the most prominent families in Massachusetts, including Nathan Appelton and Kirk 
Boot, both large investors in Lowell Mills, one of the first textile manufacturing companies in the 
nation. 

In his guidebook, Roberts gave detailed descriptions of domestics' duties, including how to set out 
tables and sideboards; how to wait large and small parties; how to polish boots; how to clean plate, 
brass, steel, glass, and mahogany; and "100 useful and various receipts [recipes and instructions]," 
including items such as "to render old pictures as fine as new," "a great secret to mix mustard," "to 
recover a person from intoxication," and "to preserve milk for sea that will keep for six months."̂ ' He 
also advised servants how to avoid waste in the household: 

Many well-meaning servants are ignorant of the best means of managing, and thereby 
waste as much as would maintain a small family, besides causing the mistress of the 
house much chagrin by their irregularity. . . .̂ ^ 

He went on to explain how to store vegetables, meats, candles, and breads. Roberts argued that by 
training servants in the proper protocol of domestic duties, conflicts with employers could be avoided. 

Throughout the guide book, Roberts framed all his advice in terms of preserving propriety and 
decorum in the household. His discussion of setting out sideboards reflects this concern with proper 
protocol. "In setting out your sideboard, you must study neatness, convenience, and taste; as you must 

18 
Some Chronicles of the Dav Family Compiled by E.D.P. [Ellen Derby Peabody] (Cambridge, Mass.: Riverside 

Press, 1893). 
19 
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Being a Practical Guide to the Peculiar Duties and Business of All Descriptions of Servants (London: Knight and Lacey, 1825); 
Rose Mary Crawshay, Domestic Service for Gentlewomen: A Record of Experience and Success (London: Rose Mary 
Crawshay, 1876); The Duties of Servants: A Practical Guide to the Routine of Domestic Service (London: Frederick Warne 
&Co., n.d.); Every Servant's Book. Being a Complete Guide to All Duties (London: TY. Griffiths, 1833); and Plain Talk and 
Friendly Advice to Domestics (Boston: Philips, Sampson, & Co., 1855). 
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think that ladies and gentlemen that have splendid and costiy articles, wish to have them seen and set 
out to best advantage. "̂ ^ At the same time, though, he pointed out that the only way for the servant to 
best serve the family is by the family providing proper working spaces: 

A good dinner is one of the greatest enjoyments of human life; and as the practice of 
cookery is attended with so many discouraging difficulties, so many disgusting and 
disagreeable circumstances, and even dangers, we ought to have some regard for those 
who encounter them, to procure us pleasure, and to reward their attention, by 
rendering their situation every way as comfortable and agreeable as we can. Mere 
money is a very inadequate compensation to a complete cook; he who had preached 
integrity to those in the kitchen may be permitted to recommend liberality to those in 
the parlour; they are indeed the sources of each other. 

Here Roberts lays out his belief in the mutual dependence of the employer and employee, and argues 
for a recognition of this relationship in order to assure the servant dignity in his or her station.̂ ' 

Employers and guidebook-writers focused on the proper relationship between family members and 
domestics now that servants were living in. Middle-class reformers encouraged household mistresses 
to look upon their relationship with their domestics as a missionary one. Employers needed their 
servants to exhibit propriety so that they would be a proper reflection on the moral. Christian nature of 
the home. According to Catherine Beecher and her sister, Harriet Beecher Stowe (author of Uncle 
Tom's Cabinl. respect had to be the guide for relationships with servants.̂ * Roberts reiterated this 
point. '"The laborer is worthy of his hire,'" Roberts argued,"and should be treated in health or in 
sickness with pity and feeling; if it is necessary to place servants under strict surveillance, let them at 
least be treated as fellow beings and candidates for a future world. 

At the same time, though, Roberts illustrated that he, as butier, was a strict supervisor of the rest of the 
staff. He admonished the servants under his employ to be diligent workers in order to establish their 
professionalism: 

In order to get through your work in proper time, you should make it your chief study 
to rise early in the morning; for an hour before the family rises is worth more to you 
than two after they are up; for in this time you can get through the dirtiest part of the 
work, which you cannot do when the family rises. . . . 
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In the next place, you must have a proper dress for doing your dirty work in; for you 
should never attempt to wait on the family in the clothes that you clean your boots, 
shoes, knives, and lamps in; for the dress that you wear is to the do this part of your 
work is not fit to wait in, on ladies and gentleman. . . . 

There is no class of people that should dress more neat and clean than a house servant, 
because he is generally exposed to the eyes often public; but his dress, though neat and 
tidy, should never be foppish or extravagant.̂ ' 

Mistresses were even more clear about controlling the behavior and appearance of their servants, so 
that they would be a dignified reflection of their employers. Servants must not be too showy, but also 
could not be slovenly. According to employer Helen Munson Williams, her domestic "must keep 
herself always neat and tidy in her person and never go to the door, or wait on the table with 
disarranged hair or in any but a clean and smooth white apron. "•̂^ 

The large acreage of the landscaped grounds and farming areas at Gore necessitated the hiring of a 
separate farm staff. Jacob Farwell was the overseer of the farm laborers and lived on site along with 
his immediate family, his brother Isaac, Maynard Moore, and the gardener, all of whom worked year 
round. He worked for Gore from 1810 until Gore's death in 1827. Most of the farm laborers were 
hired on a monthly basis, usually with the agreement that they would work seven or eight months, 
though few stayed that long. These monthly workers earned an average of ten dollars per month. 
Typically there were five workers employed on the farm in addition to Farwell from late March 
through June, approximately three workers from July to October, and one from November through 
March. Often Farwell would hire day workers to help with particular tasks. In 1825, Farwell hired 
two female workers, Polly Warren and Lydia Butiers, at a piece rate for the months of April and May; 
they made as little as two dollars per week. While some workers were hired yearly, including Maynard 
Moore and Polly Warren, most workers were hired for less than one season. Since Christopher Gore 
took great pride in his "farm," he was actively involved in its oversight.̂ " 

The jobs performed by the farm hands included taking produce to market, making mats from corn 
husks, preparing fertilizer, digging "hot beds" in the yard for planting lettuce, and "helping." Many of 
the seasonal workers hired by Gore helped the main gardener, David Haggerton, with his planting and 
reapmg chores. Other chores for helpers included fixing the pump and well, building a fence, 
slaughtering sheep, and helping masons and carpenters. During the off-season, helpers might help 
Farwell cut down trees or cart leaves, sled ice, and bale hay, both for Gore and for some of his 
neighbors. 

The popularity of domestic guidebooks by the mid-nineteenth century was partly a result of the rise of 
more permanent live-in servants who needed more formal training than did the hired help of earlier 
decades. In American cities during the nineteenth century, at any given time 15 to 30 percent of 
households included live-in domestic servants. Indeed, by the mid-nineteenth century, domestic service 
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was the most common occupation for women. The formal arrangements involved in hiring and training 
staffs also changed how employers located perspective servants. Christopher Gore's search for female 
domestics and a footman reveals the changes taking place in securing staff. For hiring domestics, the 
Gores most likely went through one of the new employment agencies arising during this time. He 
writes to friend Rufus King (former embassador to England and a college friend of Gore's from 
Harvard), "Hitherto we have done much better on the score of Domestics than we feared." For a 
footman, though, Gore relies on the advice of King and tries to secure his former employee. " I have 
written you two or three letters praying you to permit Mclntire [King's servant in New York] to hire 
and send me a Footman from New York. We are waiting for a reply as we are without necessary 
servant. "̂ ^ 

Women entered service in great numbers in the mid-nineteenth century. Ironically, this was the same 
time when elite families often complained about the lack of availability of good, responsible domestics. 
The familiar adage "you can't get good help anymore" was partially a response to the increasingly 
impersonal and intensely hierarchical relationship between employer and employee, and also among 
servants themselves. Domestics were encouraged to address employers respectfully and obedientiy at 
all times. Roberts advised servants, "In the first place all domestics should be submissive and polite to 
their employers, and to all visitants that may come to the house. [Domestics] should never be pert, or 
strive to enter into conversation with their employers or any visitant that may come to the house, unless 
they speak to you or ask you a question, and then you should answer them in a polite manner, in as few 
words as possible."" Also, the entire servant staff had to answer to the butler. Roberts' guidebook, 
unlike the etiquette books written by middle-class social arbiters, spoke about the interpersonal 
relationships between servants. He advised, "Take care and never do an injury to any servant's 
character, for how easy they may be thrown out of bread through it, and perhaps led to greater evils. 
Always guard against being influenced to do any kind of injustice to your comrade servants, either by 
lying, or any other revengeful spirit. 

Many employers believed that domestic service offered a number of opportunities for young workers, 
especially women, and they should be grateful for finding such employment. The Beechers claimed, 
"One would think, on the face of it, that a calling which gives a settled home, a comfortable room, 
rent-free, with fire and lights, good board and lodging, and steady, well-paid wages, would certainly 
offer more attractions than the making of shirts for tenpence, with all the risks of providing one's own 
sustenance and shelter. "̂ ^ Living conditions for domestic servants depended largely upon the wealth 
and sympathies of the employer. In some households, female domestics slept on a cot in the kitchen, 
or slept on a straw bed in the nursery. Servants at Gore Mansion were fortunate to have separate 
sleeping quarters, which contained a single bed, a desk, a side table, and a chair. Clearly this living 
arrangement gave servants more private space and time than those with more austere conditions 
(though the Gore servants' quarters still were rather austere).'̂  
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The Beechers pointed out that if employers treated their servants with more respect, then women from 
more upstanding backgrounds would enter into service. Indeed, the complaints of many servants 
highlight how the lack of respect exhibited by their employers led them to leave service. In Lucy 
Maynard Salmon's 1901 survey of domestics, she asked them to name the main reason why more 
women do not enter service. The overwhelming response was "pride, social condition, and 
unwillingness to be called servants."" Domestics also often had to work evenings and Sundays, with 
very little time they could call their own. Nearly all domestics worked at least ten hours per day in the 
nineteenth century, and many worked twelve to fifteen hours per day. Servants complained about 
being constantly at the beck and call of the mistress. For example, one woman describing the life of a 
live-in explained, "When you live in, you must do everything but chew [your employer's] food. Do 
this, do that, run here, run there, and when you get through—do this! 

Women especially experienced great isolation, both from their families and from tiieir peers. Many of 
the women entering domestic service before 1840 were native-born Americans whose families had 
fallen on hard times. Their daughters would be sent out to service to earn added income for the family, 
and also to relieve the family of the expense of their care. The majority of women in service were 
unmarried, as most employers assumed domestics would leave service upon marriage. Many domestics 
complained about the isolation they experienced, as many employers frowned on too much social 
interaction among servants.̂ ' As a result, women often left service when other job opportunities arose. 

Wages for female domestics were much lower than in other trades. By the 1850s, in North Eastern 
cities, women received room and board, plus about three dollars per week. Male domestics, especially 
butlers, made more money than women, and often were able to save enough to leave service and 
purchase their own home. During this period, a butler made approximately $6.50 per week, and had 
much more freedom during their free time than did females.Robert Roberts owned a house in the 
Old West Side of Boston on Second Street from 1816 to 1860, the year of his death. He married Ellen 
Rosina, had five children (four sons and one daughter), and bought another home at 8 Napier Street in 
Boston, where his children grew up. He left the employ of the Gores shortly after Christopher Gore's 
death in 1827, and became an active member of the African American Meeting House of Beacon Hill, 
where he supported the Garrisonian Anti-slavery movement. He evidently purchased the houses next to 
his home, at 9 Napier Street, as an investment property. Upon his death in 1860, his estate was valued 
at $7,868.81, including approximately $4,500 for the two houses, $3,042 in personal wealth.'" 

Turnover rates were high for female domestics as a result of the low wages and feelings of isolation 
and disrespect. Women often sought factory work over service once it became available because of the 
increased flexibility and control over time and wages. In Cohoes, New York in 1881, the local 
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newspaper declared it was "next to impossible" to obtain good servants because of the opening of the 
cotton mills. Women also left service for marriage, so the length of time a family could employ one 
servant was relatively limited. The post-1840 influx of Irish immigrants enhanced the availability of 
domestics at a time when many native-born women were choosing other occupations. Many Irish 
families sent their daughters to America rather than their sons, knowing that there was demand for 
domestic labor. German immigrants also took jobs as domestics during this time."̂  The servant staff at 
Gore Place during the antebellum period reflects these changes. After the death of Mrs. Gore in 1833, 
the house was purchased by Boston Mayor Theodore Lyman, who then sold the estate to John S. 
Copley Greene in 1838. The servant staff in the Greene household, according to the 1850 census, 
included six live-in servants: a coachman born in Maine, a male servant born in Ireland, two female 
servants bom in Germany, one in Ireland, and another in Nova Scotia. Employers began complaining 
about the habits of the immigrant domestics, and the stereotype of the "Irish" biddy became pervasive 
in popular literature."̂  

Efforts to challenge the difficult living and working conditions often associated with domestic service 
took a variety of forms. As early as 1827, a group of Boston women formed the Society for the 
Mutual Benefit of Female Domestics and Their Employers. The purpose of the society was to establish 
guidelines for the proper relationship between mistresses and servants. "It is an undoubted fact," the 
preamble states, "that the situation of female domestics in this city, especially when they are strangers, 
is attended with great difficulties and dangers-their employers also are often subjected to perplexity 
and disappointment." In order to overcome this situation, the Society would become "the protectors of 
the innocent and friendless, and the encourager of virtue and industry." Members contributed a dollar 
per year, and in return had the opportunity to obtain a domestic registered with the Society who had 
produced "satisfactory evidence of good character, and of their respective qualifications." Domestics, 
in turn, received funds of between five and ten dollars per year of satisfactory service (after two years) 
deposited into a savings account. Domestics received this money, which could rise to as much as fifty 
dollars, upon leaving their employ (though not before ten years of service, except in cases of marriage 
or misfortune).'''' While this service functioned primarily as a hiring agency, it did provide some 
guidelines for the responsibilities employers had toward their servants. 

Traditional craft unions paid little attention to domestic servants as workers worthy of organizing. This 
primarily was a resuh of the fact that most domestics were women, and their work was considered 
"unskilled" labor by the organizers of the craft-based American Federation of Labor. The nature of the 
work also made it difficult to organize servants, since there was no common workplace where all 
workers came together. As a result, domestics protested their working conditions either by leaving one 
employer for another, or by leaving service altogether and seeking work elsewhere. There were some 
working women's protective unions formed in the late nineteenth century to help women find work and 
to provide free legal service for working women. These organizations, though, run mostiy by middle-
class reformers, focused on women working in factories and had little success aiding domestic 
servants."' 

42 

43 

Cowan, "Household Labor," p. 33; Dudden, Serving Women, pp. 65-69; Salmon, Domestic Service, pp. 62-72. 

U.S. Census, Manuscript Census. 1850, House #503. 

^ "Constitution of the Society for the Mutual Benefit of Female Domestics and their Employers" (Boston: Mum-oe and 
Francis, 1827), pp. 2; 5; 6-7. 

See Barbara Mayer Wertheimer, We Were There: The Story of Working Women in America (New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1977), p. 155. 



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

GORE PLACE Page 23 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

By the postbellum period, the number of domestic servants rose dramatically, primarily as a result of 
Emancipation. From 1870 to 1910, the number of female domestic servants rose from 960,000 to 
1,830,000. Between 1910 and 1920, this number declined to 1,400,000. After 1900, the number of 
native-born white women entering service declined sharply, while the number of foreign-bom and 
African-American women in service rose. The Irish still made up the largest segment of foreign-bom 
servants in 1900, with forty-one percent being Irish. In the South after 1900, the number of servants in 
households declined, as it did in the North. Yet the ratio of servants to households was more than forty 
percent higher in the South, a result of the large percentage of African-American women entering 
service jobs there. In 1890, thirty /percent of all domestic workers nationwide were black women, and 
forty percent of all black women who were employed were either domestics or laundresses. The 
number of African-American servants would continue to rise throughout the twentieth century.""̂  

By the turn of the century, many institutions of higher education had launched efforts to professionalize 
domestic labor. Large research institutions like the University of Chicago instituted departments of 
Domestic Science which trained women about proper standards of cleanliness, nutrition, household 
economy, and public health. These departments injected scientific language and problem-solving 
models to many of the issues formerly addressed by etiquette books. While most of these university 
programs were geared towards middle-class female students, there also were programs aimed at 
domestic servants. The most famous was the Nannie Helen Burroughs National Training School for 
Women and Girls (NHL 1991). Burroughs was an African-American educator and religious leader. 
She founded the training school in 1909 in Washington, D.C. to provide practical skills for Black 
women. The school offered academic instmction in liberal arts, religion, and training in domestic arts 
and vocations, and was the first school to offer all of these opportunities within a single institution. The 
school was supported by reformers and political leaders such as Mary McLeod Bethune, Oscar De 
Priest, and Herbert Hoover. By the 1920s, the school was training women not only in domestic science 
but also in occupations such as shoe repair and dry cleaning."̂  

Changes in the characteristics of domestic workers also brought changes in the nature of the work. By 
1920, domestic service moved from being primarily a live-in occupation to mostiy live-out work. This 
was due in part to African American women replacing immigrant and native-born white women in 
service jobs. African-American women were more likely to be married and have families of their own 
while they were employed as domestics. As a result, they were employed as "dayworkers," often 
going to employers' homes every day of the week, and returning home in the evening. Others took 
work home with them, such as laundry or mending, and their employers paid them by the piece. This 
pattem continued through World War II , after which service figures declined. Most families who 
employed domestics during the post-war era had workers come in one or two days a week, or hired 
them for particular tasks, such as laundering or helping with child care. Often these women were 
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African-American, but in recent decades new immigrants, especially Mexicans, Central Americans, 
and Asians, have taken over service jobs and even taken live-in positions for the growing number of 
dual-career middle-class households with children. Domestic service, then, has been a pervasive 
feature of American labor history, and continues to reflect changes in American culture, demographics, 
and the economy. 

48 Clark-Lewis, Living In. Living Out. Chapters 1 and 2; Cowan, "Household Labor," pp. 36-38; Katzman. Seven Davs 
a Week, p. 87. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
X Previously Listed in the National Register. 

Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register. 
X Designated a National Historic Landmark. 
X Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: iyMA-210. 210A. 834 

Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other (Specify Repository): Gore Place Society 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

UTM References: 

Approximately 76 acres 

Zone Easting Northing 
A 19 317890 4693550 
B 19 318400 4693330 
C 19 318200 4692940 
D 19 318050 4692740 
E 19 317560 4693000 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The boundary of Gore Place is the property in Waltham, Massachusetts bounded as follows: Beginning 
at the southeast corner of the intersection of Main Street and Gore Street, proceeding south 1247.9 feet 

• to the east side of Gore Street to the northeast intersection of Gore Street and Grove Street, then east 
I along the north edge of Grove Street 271.93 feet, crossing to the south side of Grove Street, proceed 

due southwest to a point 812.24 feet from the South side of Grove Street, then due southwest 356.26 
feet to a point, then east-southeast 1,186.93 feet to a point on the west side of Stanley Avenue, then 
northeast 769.36 feet on the west side of Stanley Avenue to the southwest corner of the intersection of 
Stanley Avenue and Waltham Street, crossing Waltham Street to the northeast corner of the 
intersection, then due north 1,521.56 feet to a point on the south edge of Main Street, then along the 
south edge of Main Street 1,522.03 feet to the point of origin. 

Boundary Justification: 
The boundary includes approximately 76 acres of property purchased by the Gore Place Society in 
1935. All land within the boundary was historically associated with the estate. 
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11. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/Title: Robin F. Bachin 
Assistant Director 
The Dr. William M. Scholl Center 

for Family & Community History 
The Newberry Library 
60 West Walton Street 
Chicago, IL 606109 

Telephone: (312)255-3642 

Date: 06/03/96 

National Park Service 
National Historic Landmarks Survey 

September 16,1996 



H34(2280) 

JUL 5 1996 
Dr. Jannes R. Grossman 
Ms. Robin Bachin 
The Newberry Library 
60 West Walton Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60610-3380 

Dear Jim and Robin: 

As we discussed, we are sending you the marked up nominations for Haymarket Martyrs' 
Monument and Gore Place. We have indicated the few comments which have not yet 
been addressed. The nominations should be ready with these minor revisions. To 
facilitate getting these nominations ready for the upcoming National Landmarks Committee 
meeting, we have decided to revise the nominations here in the office. Kira Badamo of our 
staff has discussed the some of changes with Robin over the telephone, and they will 
continue to work together so Kira can make the necessary revisions. 

One issue that needs particular attention is the boundary and acreage of the Gore Place 
nomination. As currently written, the nomination reduces the current acreage to 45 acres 
from the 76 acres in the existing NHL boundary. The proposed boundary, acreage, and 
justification are not clear from the nomination. Under the law, we cannot remove acreage 
from the boundary of the Landmark, unless it no longer has the qualities for which it was 
designated. 

I am also including a copy of the Boulder City nomination. This should be helpful in 
determining which buildings remain from the period of national significance to determine if 
Boulder City still has enough physical integrity to be added to the NHL designation for 
Hoover Dam. This information needs to be checked, because it was compiled prior to the 
listing of the district in 1983. We have no way of judging the labor significance, because 
the National Register nomination does not focus in that area. 

We look forward to talking to you about any of the issues that we need to discuss 
together. 

Sincerely, 

Carol D. Shull 

Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey 
Keeper of the National Register 

National Register, History and Education Division 
Enclosures 
bcc: 0001 ' 

2200 Stevenson 
2280 Shull f 
2280 HAYMARKET MARTYRS' MONUMENT (NHL PENDING) 
2280 GORE PLACE (NHL) 

FNP:CShuII:mg:7/5/96 
f:\NR-NHL\GOREHAYM 
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Kira Badamo 
National Park Service 
National H i s t o r i c Landmark Survey 
Suite 310 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington DC 20013-7127 

August 5, 1996 

Dear Kira, 

I decided to enclose the information I had, rather than r i s k 
loosing your name and address which i s surely what would have 
happened had I l e f t i t on my desk much longer. I am s t i l l waiting 
fo r information from Raytheon and w i l l send i t along to you when 
( i f ) I receive i t . 

I am sending a copy of the 1944 Director's Report even though the 
records show the radar tower as early as 1943, because t h i s 
report also mentions the parking l o t . 

The 1935 map of the property shows the farm house on the opposite 
side of the street from i t s present location so ignore i t . 

I hope t h i s i s h e l p f u l . I f not j u s t c a l l . 

Sincerely, 

Edythe Harvey Cederlund 
Curator . 

An estate of the Federal period operated by Gore Place Society, a non-profit corporation 



^^^^^ /-f/^ 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR - December 13, 1944 

The House has been v i s i t e d by groups of school children from 

Watertown - admitted free - but has had very few paying v i s i t o r s 

t h i s summer. The grounds have been used by Raytheon employees, 

and the Raytheon Company provided bins f o r lunch papers, and had 

"No Parking" signs made for the entrances. The hurricane blew 

down the sign on Gore Street - and long a.̂ o, the one i n Vatertown 

was demolished by vandals, who de l i g h t i n wrecking the walls. 

In the l a s t hurricane, the kagnollas were badly broken, and one 

or two trees uprooted; and the long summer drought effected the 

lawns and small trees. 

The tenants i n the cottage have painted and papered 2 or 3 rooms. 

The old stable grows more dilapidated and i s a sad sight at the 

main entrance; paint i s needed - even i f i t i s poor and i f we 

can't do fundamental rest o r a t i o n f i r s t . Trees need trimming and 

spraying i n the spring; the 2 English Elms eith e r side of the 

terrace look sturdy and w e l l . 

Mr. Whitcomb of the F i e l d Station said he was not to continue on 

the Victory Garden Committee, and asked i f we could seed down 

our own area loaned f o r planting. I r e p l i e d , that we had no 

f a c i l i t i e s and that I thought i t best to abide by tbe o r i g i n a l 

agreement. 

The farm has flourished, and adds to the i n t e r e s t and a c t i v i t y 

on the Place. Cows were pastured again t h i s year by the pond 

and made a pret t y picture. 

The Raytheon tower has never bothered us, and is unnoticeable 

from the house. The Raytheon Company fenced along Grove Street 

and on our property between t h e i r parking l o t and the Victory 

gardens. 
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Kiri Badamo , 
National Park Service ' % 
800 North Capitol Street NW 
Suite 310 

Washington, D.C. 20002 

September 16, 1996 

Dear K i r i , 
Enclosed are the photographs we discussed - many times. I hope 
t h i s w i l l answer everyone's questions, but i f not, give me a c a l l 
and we w i l l t r y again. 

Sincerely, 

Edythe Harvey Cederlund 
Curator 

An estate of the Federal period operated by Gore Place Society, a non-profit corporation 
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SEP 2 0 1996 
Ms. Edythe Cederlund 
Curator, Gore Place Society 
52 Gore Street 

Walthain, Massachusetts 02154 

Dear Ms. Cederlund: 
We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has completed the study of Gore 
Place in Waltham, Massachusetts, for the purpose of adding documentation to the National 
Historic Landmark (NHL), We enclose a copy of the revised nomination. The National Park 
System Advisory Board will consider the nomination during its next meeting, at the time and 
place indicated on an enclosure. This enclosure also specifies how you may comment on the 
proposed nomination if you so choose. The Board will make its recommendation to the 
Secretary of the Interior based upon the criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program. 

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so desire. After the 60-day period, 
we will submit tiie nomination and your comments to the National Park System Advisory 
Board's Landmarks Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory Board of the 
Committee's recommendations at the Board's meeting. The Secretary of the Interior will then 
be informed of the Board's recommendations for his final action. 

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the regulations governing 
the National Historic Landmarks Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 
65.4) and include other information on the Program. We are also enclosing a fact sheet that 
outlines the effects of designation. 

Sincerely, " 

(8gd) Oarol B. StiuU 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey 
and Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 

Enclosures 



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR 
NATIONAL fflSTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

GORE PLACE 
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this 
property at a meeting to be held on Wednesday, November 20, 1996 beginning at 9:00 a,m, in 
Room 7000B, Main Interior Building, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, DC. The Landmarks 
Committee evaluates the studies of historic properties being nominated for National Historic 
Landmark designation in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory Board at their 
meeting on Thursday, November 21, 1996, in Room 5160, Main Interior Building, and will 
recommend to the full Board those properties that the Committee finds meet the criteria of the 
National Historic Landmarks Program, 

Owners of private properties nominated for NHL designation have an opportunity to concur 
with or object to listing in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 65. 
Any owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to designation may 
submit to Ms, Carol D. Shull, Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey, at the National 
Park Service, National Register, History and Education (2280), P.O. Box 37127, Suite 310, 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 a notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or 
partial owner of the private property and objects to the designation. Each owner or partial 
owner of private property has one vote regardless of the portion of the property that the party 
owns. If a majority of private property owners object, a property will not be designated. 

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or about the National Historic 
Landmarks Program, please contact Historian Patty Henry at the National Park Service, 
National Register, History and Education (2280), P.O. Box 37127, Suite 310, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127; or by telephone at (202) 343-8163, 

If you have questions concerning the nomination, you may contact the preparer, Ms, Robin F. 
Bachin, at The Newberry Library, 60 West Walton Street, Chicago, Illinois 60619; or by 
telephone at (312) 255-3642, 



SIMILAR LETTER SENT TO: 

OWN: Ms. Edythe Cederiund 
Curator, Gore Place Society 
52 Gore Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

HEO: Mr. Richard E. Mastragelo 
Town Council President 
149 Main Street 
Watertown, Massachusetts 02172 

Honorable William S. Stanley 
Mayor of the City of Waltham 
610 Main Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

SHPO:Ms, Judith B. McDonough, SHPO 
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical 

Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Facility ^ 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

cc: Ms. Robin F, Bachin 
The Newberry Library 
60 West Walton Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60619 V -

bcc: 4500 B, Bolger 
0001 Kennedy 
2200 Stevenson :̂  ^ 
2280 Badamo 
2280 GORE PLACE (NHL PENDING) 

FNP:PHenry:mg:9/18/96 , ' 
F:\NR-NHL\NOTICE,LTR * ' 
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Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy: 

We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has completed the study of the 
Gore Place in Waltham, Massachusetts, for the purpose of adding documentation to the 
National Historic Landmark (NHL), We enclose a copy of the revised nomination. The 
National Park System Advisory Board will consider the nomination during its next meeting, at 
the time and place indicated on an enclosure. This enclosure also specifies how you may 
comment on the proposed nomination if you so choose. The Board will make its 
recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior based upon the criteria of the National Historic 
Landmarks Program, 

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so desire. After the 60-day period, 
we will submit the nomination and your comments to the National Park System Advisory 
Board's Landmarks Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory Board of the 
Committee's recommendations at the Board's meeting. The Secretary of the Interior will then 
be informed of the Board's recommendations for his final action. 

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the regulations governing 
the National Historic Landmarks Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec, 
65.4) and include other information on the Program. We are also enclosing a fact sheet that 
outlines the effects of designation. 

Sincerely, 

j*,owiand T. Boweirs 

Katherine H. Stevenson 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

Stewardship and Partnerships 

Enclosures 



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR 
NATIONAL fflSTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

GORE PLACE 
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

The Landmarks Committee of the National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this 
property at a meeting to be held on Wednesday, November 20, 1996 beginning at 9:00 a.m. in 
Room 7000A, Main Interior Building, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, DC. The Landmarks 
Committee evaluates the studies of historic properties being nominated for National Historic 
Landmark designation in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory Board at their 
meeting on Thursday, November 21, 1996, in Room 5160, Main Interior Building, and will 
recommend to the full Board those properties that the Committee finds meet the criteria of the 
National Historic Landmarks Program. 

Owners of private properties nominated for NHL designation have an opportunity to concur 
with or object to listing in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 65. 
Any owner or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to designation may 
submit to Ms. Carol D, Shull, Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey, at the National 
Park Service, National Register, History and Education (2280), P,0. Box 37127, Suite 310, 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 a notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or 
partial owner of the private property and objects to the designation. Each owner or partial 
owner of private property has one vote regardless of the portion of the property that the party 
owns. If a majority of private property owners object, a property will not be designated. 

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or about the National Historic 
Landmarks Program, please contact Historian Patty Henry at the National Park Service, 
National Register, History and Education (2280), P,0, Box 37127, Suite 310, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127; or by telephone at (202) 343-8163, 

If you have questions concerning the nomination, you may contact the preparer, Ms, Robin F. 
Bachin, at The Newberry Library, 60 West Walton Street, Chicago, Illinois 60619; or by 
telephone at (312) 255-3692. 



IDENTICAL LETTERS SENT TO: 

Honorable Edward Markey 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable John Kerry 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

bcc: 4500 B. Bolger 
0001 Kennedy 
2200 Stevenson 
2612 OST 
2280 Badamo 
2280 GORE PLACE (NHL PENDING) 
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United States Department ol'the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICI1 

P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

IN REPLY REFER TO:. 

H3415(418) 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

Through: 

From: 

Subject: 

Secretary 

George T, Frampton 
Assistant Secretary for 

Roger G. Kennedy 
Director ^ 

. Jr. (^T^VTS-f 
or Fish and Wildlife iki 

Designation of Fourteen Properties as Natioi|ial Historic Landmarks: 
Request for Secretarial Action 

At a meeting on November 21, 1996, the National Park Sj 
recommended designation of the following 14 properties as 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

4 Parks 
JAN 17 1397 

?9G 

stem Advisory Board 
National Historic Landmarks: 

1. GRAND CANYON VILLAGE, GRAND CANYON, ARIZONA 
2. GOING-TO-THE-SUN ROAD, GLACIER NATIONAL PAI JC, MONTANA 
3. MT. RAINIER NATIONAL PARK, MT. RAINIER, WAŜ INCTTON 

ARCHITECTURE 

4. GREENBELT, MARYLAND, HISTORIC DISTRICT, GREENBELT. MARYLAND 
5. PHILIP JOHNSON'S GLASS HOUSE, NEW CANAAN, CONNECTICUT 

PREPARED BY: Patty Henry TELEPHON ES: (202) 343-8163 



UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

6. OWEN LOVEJOY HOUSE, PRINCETON, ILLINOIS 

7. ELEUTHERIAN COLLEGE CLASSROOM AND C 
INDIANA 

8. JOHN RANKIN HOUSE, RIPLEY, OHIO 
9. JOHN P. PARKER HOUSE, RIPLEY. OHIO 

LABQRBISTORXL^ i _ 

lAPEL BUILDING, LANCASTER, 

lor HAYMARKET MARTYRS' MONUMENT, FOREST P KBX.. ILLINOIS 

11. MATEWAN HISTORIC DISTRICT, MATEWAN, WESij VIRGINL\ 

ARCHEOLOGY 

12. VANDERBILT ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, CAMPBELL COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA 

13. HUFF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, MORTON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

DEVELOPMENT OF RANCHING 

14. SPRING HILL RANCH, CHASE COUNTY, KANSAS 

In accordance with National Historic Landmarks Program jegulations, the Board reviewed 
the studies nominating these properties for Landmark statu: and found that the properties 
meet National Historic Landmarks Program criteria. The Board, therefore, voted to 
recommend that they be designated as National Historic Landmarks, 

At the same November 21, 1996, meeting, the National Park System Advisory Board also 
recommended the approval of new documentation supporting an additional area of national 
significance (Labor History) for the following National Historic Landmark: 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION FOR NEW AREA OF NATIONAL 
SIGNIFICANCE 

1, GORE PLACE, WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 



I recommend that you approve the Board's recommendations and designate as National Historic 
Landmarks the 14 properties listed above and approve the additional documentation for the National 
Historic Landmark listed above. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 

DATE: 
FEB \ 8 e0^ 

DATE: 

ATTACHMENT 
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APR I 8 1997 

Ms. Edythe Cederlund - > • 
Curator, Gore Place Society i. 
52 Gore Street 

Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

Dear Ms. Cederlund: 
I am pleased to inform you that the Gore Place in Waltham, Massachusetts has been found to possess 
additional areas of national significance in the history of the United States, As a result, the Secretary of 
Ae Interior approved this National Historic Landmark for national significance in Labor History on 
February 18, 1997, 

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize nationally significant sites and to 
encourage their owners to preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the National Park 
Service. They are evaluated by the National Park System Advisory Board and designated by the Secretary 
of the Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966, 

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places a property in the National Register of 
Historic Places, if it is not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and benefits provided by the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties. 

We are pleased to add the area of Labor History to the national significance of Gore Place National 
Historic Landmark, 

Sincerely, . *' 

(Sgd) Cajpol D. SllLiU 
Carol D, ShuU 
Chief, National Historic Landmarks Survey and 
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 



IDENTICAL LETTER SENT TO: 

OWN: Ms. Edythe Cederiund 
Curator, Gore Place Society 
52 Gore Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

HEO: Mr, Richard E. Mastragelo 
Town Council President 
149 Main Street 
Watertown, Massachusetts 02172 

Honorable William S. Stanley ' 
Mayor of the City of Waltham 
610 Main Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

SHPO: Ms, Judith B. McDonough, SHPO 
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical 

Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Facility 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

cc: Ms. Lana Lewis 
Gore Place Society 
52 Gore Street 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

bcc: 4500 B. Bolger 
0001 
2200 Stevenson 
2280 Badamo 
2280 GORE PLACE (NHL PENDING) 

FNP:PHenry:mg:9/18/96 
F:\NR-NHL\NOTICE.LTR 
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H3417(2280) 

Honorable Edward Markey ' 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Markey: ^ j/T^ 

I am pleased to inform you that the Gore Place in Waltham, Massachusetts has been found to ^ f h * ' / 
possess additional areas of national significance in the history of the United States. As a 
result, the Secretary of the Interior approved this National Historic Landmark for national 
significance in Labor History on February 18, 1997. 

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize nationally significant sites 
and to encourage their owners to preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by 
the National Park Service. They are evaluated by the National Park System Advisory Board 
and designated by the Secretary of the Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 
1935 and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. • * 

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places a property in the National 
Register of Historic Places, if it is not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and 
benefits provided by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and other Federal laws 
protecting historic properties. " 

We are pleased to add the area of Labor History to the national significance of Gore Place 
National Historic Landmark. 

Sincerely, ' >' .̂ • • ' .„..,, ;;'-

Denis P. Galvin 

/̂ «tlng Deputpirector 

Enclosures 



IDENTICAL LETTER SENT TO: 

Honorable Edward Markey 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Honorable Edward M, Kennedy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Honorable John Kerry 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

bcc: 4500 B. Bolger 
0001 Kennedy 
2200 Stevenson 
2605 ecu 
2280 Badamo 
2280 GORE PLACE (NHL) 

FNP:PHenry:mg:9/18/96 
F:\NR-NHL\N0TICE3D.LTR 
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