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The home was used originally as a stonecutting shop by James Boyter, who carved
marble headstones there. The narrow end of the building faces the street, and the
flat roof receeds in steps. The front facade displays ashlar pink rock, with recessed
mortar joints and near the top of the facade the stonework is indented so that it could
bear the shops sign (the sign is no longer extant). The rest of the building's stone
work is rough cut and crude. There is a black rubble stone foundation, and unfortunately
the entire structure has been painted white. The current owners also added a brick
section to the east, and for a time used the building as a commercial property.
Surrounding the lot is a cast iron fence with green granite gate and corner posts.
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Originally the building was used by James Boyter as his stone cutting shop
and this is one of the reasons this building is significant to historic Beaver.
Also important are the structures historic date and its stone construction materials.
Mr. & Mrs. James Boyter sold their stone cutting shop to their son Henry in 1929 and
Henry continued to carve monuments there for a time.

James Boyter was a Scotsman who sometimes helped his older brother Alexander in the
construction industry in Beaver. The Boyter Brothers worked simarily with the pink
stone (tuff) and brick and the James Boyter House is one of the finest examples of their
work.

James was a sculptor of considerable talent and earned a living carving headstones
for the cemetaries in Beaver County. He made extensive use of a white marble with faint
blue veins that was imported from Newhouse, a mining town in Western Beaver County.

This marble does not take a high polish, but Boyter's work is nonetheless marvelous.
Each monument is unique, though he was fond of using a lamb as a symbol on top of many
of his headstones. He gave life in stone to such things as lillies, a tree-stump,
rich fabrics and braids and each headstone is a work of art in and of itself. He
frequently signed his work, but his style of sculpting is instantly recognizable even
without his signature.

His home from the outside is very similar to Thomas Frazer's work (Frazer
was an earlier Scots mason who was quite active in Beaver). The differences lie in the
treatment of the brick work, the three dormer windows, the floor plan and the chimney
placements.,

According to Deed Record Book Z-4, p.455, Jane and James Boyter sold the property
to their son Henry for $1000 on April 13, 1929,




