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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original building and its addition are located on the edge of the
downtown within a highly mixed area. There are residential, commercial,
governmental, and recreational facilities; some of which are in a poor state
of repair.

The post office site is very well maintained and sensitively landscaped.
Great care had been taken to reflect the symmetry of the building. The
exterior of the building is in excellent condition. The interior lobby,
while in very good condition, has been somewhat modified from its original
grandeur,

The Post Office was constructed of brick and stone with a portico of four
fluted ionic columns at the entry. The building was designed as a monument
to symbolize Federal ideas and bring an example of sophisticated
architecture to the community. The first facade incorporates medallions
which support the cornice and a stone ballustrade screens the mansard style
roof from sight. A recent re-roofing and flashing project added a metal
flashing at the ballustrade which somewhat distracts from the original
aesthetics. The windows are wood double hung on the first floor with fixed
single panels on the second floor. An elaborate stone architrave caps the
larger windows which have been set in a brick wall with cast stone quoins
at the corners., The interior contains ionic pilasters reflecting the
exterior columns combined with elaborately detailed ceiling mouldings. The
woodwork in the lobby area also is precisely appointed and has been treated
with a deep stain.

The building has an exterior bearing wall and steel frame structure., The
1938 building addition, which flanks both sides of the existing building,
was designed to maintain the symmetry of the original building and utilizes
similar materials. Although the addition lacks the ornamentaion and
monumentality of the original building, it does contain some similar details
which visually ties the facades together.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original post office was built by Congressional Authorization under the
provisions of the Tarsney Act (1893-1912) by James Knox Taylor, Supervising
Architect of the Treasury. The building was designed in 1903, one of only
six buildings designed that year throughout the United States, and built in
1905. This post office occupies a prominent position in both location and
design. The building also functions as a stablilizing influence within the
town. The building is an excellent example of Neo-Classical architecture
both in its relationship to the local community and as an example of a
building designed by an Architect in the Federal employ.

The building, which employs modern steel frame construction, demonstrates an
affluency for fine detail. The stone work is utilized on many fine details
on the ballustrades, medallions, quoins, columns and window surrounds.

Because this building was only one of six buildings designed by the
Supervising Architect Taylor in 1903, much attention was spent in its
detailing.

The addition, which was built in 1938, was designed by Supervising Architect
Louis A. Simon. It reflected the new attitude for government building to be
efficient and economical and speedy to construct. The addition is very
simple yet contributes to the existing building‘'s symmetry. The building
was constructed under the Public Works Administration as part of the
expanded public building program of 1926 after the crash of 1929 and the
subsequent depression to help stimulate the local economy.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Post Office building is lcoated on an irregularly shaped lot with a 175.81
frontage on Main Street. The eastern boundary which runs perpendicular to Main
Street and borders the Elks Hall is 264.9 feet long. The remaining lot lines are
irregularly laid out dividing the land between the Post Office and adjacent buildings.
Except for the raised landscape front setback, the remainder of the site is used for
vehicular parking, drives, and pedestrian walkways.
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