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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Pine Ridge Road/Plainfidd Streat Higoric Didrict possessssintegrity o location,
dedgn, stting, materials workmanghip, feding and assodaiion. It is ggnificant for its
connetions with the etablishment o Waban Villagein the 1880s and as a
representation d Newton s tur n-of-the-century devdopment which resulted in the
aubdivison o large farmsand esates to acoommadate arapidly groning population. Also
important is the cohesve cdledtion o wedl-detailed Quean Anng Shingle, Cdonia Revival,
Craitaman and Tudar Revival gyle houses The Pine Ridge Road/Plainfidd Street Higoric
Didrict meds criteria A 3 C o the NRHP.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE ~ Desribe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in tams of
othe areas within the community.

The Pine Ridge Road/Plainfidd Street Higoric Didrict is located in eastern Waban and is
roughly bounded by Avalon Stret (N), Upland Raed (E), Plainfidd Strest (§ and Chestnut
Sreet (W). Itindudes atatal 0 44 housss on the above mentioned dreets The area was
laid out at the end o the 19%th century and today indudes a variety o Quean Anne and
Shingle Style house from that period, pleasantly mixed with early 20th century examples
o the Cdonid Revival, Craftaman and Tudar Revival styles Many o the housss are quite
large and wdl-desgned but are nat anang the maog daborate in the aity.
Topographically, the area asoands a gentle risetoward the arest o Upland Rced on the
ead.

(see cont. shedt)

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Eé(rplain historical impatance of area axd how the area reates to the
aadgomat of aha areas of the acammunity.

The opening o the Circuit Railroad in May 1886 essentially esablished the village o
Waban and goaned the areafar devdopment. In the same year Wiliam Srong began to

" layout the Windsr Roed Higtoric Didrict IW-L) and devdope's CharlesJ. Page and
Frederick Henshaw purchassd the 42 aore Hyde Farm and laid out a subddivison with 87
lot which indudes the Pine Ridge Road/Plainfidd Stregt Higoric Didrict. In the early
1890s the adjacent Upland Rced was laid out when Edwm P. Seaver subdivided his
twenty-five aoreedaie fronting on Woodward Strest. The earlies housesin the Page and
Henshaw subdivison are dugered on Pine Ridge and Plainfidd Roed west o Chestnut
Sredt, with afew on Chetnut and Woodward Stregs By the late 90s devdopment had
begun to oread east of Chestnut Street toward Upland Raed dong Pine Ridge Roed and
Plainfidd Sredt. Devdopment was brisk in this area during the fir st two decades d the
twentieth century even before the explogve ea o the twenties

(see oont. sheat)
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I NVENTARY FORM GONITT NUATT ON SHEET Gannuni ty: Newgon For mN\b:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COVIN'SSON (Vban) W
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nyne: Pine Rdge Roaj/

Plainfield Street Historic Distric

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued bedow.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (conL)

Individual dwdlingsinthe Fine Ridge Road/Plainfidld Street Higtoric Didtrict are
described below:

Sevad of the older housssinthe district are desgned inthe Queen Anne style, often
with Colonid Revivd or Shmgle Style overtones. Ore of the modt exuberant examples is
the Georgia C. Stetson House. 91 Pine Ridge Road (1897) which isalarge 2 3/4
gory housswhose mog prominent feature isits gable roof. Theroof is punctuated by an
assortment of gabled, Pdladian and eyeorow dormers, extended on heaw brackets and
partially overshot to form aglazed sunporch adjacent to the recessed entry. Another
exampleisthe hiproof W. H. Mansfield House. 69 Pine Ridge Road (1897) with its
eccentricaly massve half-round porch. The district contains an exceptiondly fine
collection of Shingle Style houses, anong which are the Thomas M. James House, 80
Pine Ridge Road U 905) and the Ida E. Davidson House. 24 Plainfield Street
(1897), Both are characterized by shingled wall surfaces, gambrd roofs, and generd lack
of higtoricizing detail. The James House which is particularly fine, may have bean
desgned by its architect-occupant. An early example of the acadamic Colonid Reviva
dyleisthe Belle M. Wardwell House. 42 Plainfield Street (1898), which rises 2
1/2 doriesto ahiproof with pedimented dormers and bracketed cornice. Its
s>'mmetricd five bay iacade isframed by ehptical bays and centered on aTuscan porch
and ssoond story Pdladian window.

Oredf the finest Craftsman style housesinthe areais 46 Pine Ridge Road (1916)
desgned by F. A. Norcross. Itisatwo story cgpboard dad house endosad by ahip roof
with exposed rafter ends Its symmetrica five bay facade is centered on an entry framed
by heavy, fluted Doric columns carrying a pent roof. A paired window is located above
the entry and agentle curve of the roof emphaszesthis centra bay. Theentry is flanked
by two windows on each Sde, al of which contain 6/6 saeh. A smilar example is 131
Avalon Road (1910). Thishouseis shingle dad and has only three bays but is otherwise
damog identica in form. Differences in detail includethe insertion of Sdehghts a the
entry and the use of athree part window at the ssoond story. A more typical example of
the style is the combination shingle and ducco house at 62 Pine Ridge Road (1911).

Cdonid Revival style houses gppear in bath 1 1/2 gory Dutch Cdonid oottageforms and
full two gory fooms Maog o the 1 1/2 gory Dutch Colonial types are concantrated on
Plainfidd Roed. They digplay the characterigic gambrd roofswith ful shed dormers and
typically, the earliet examples arethe mos unusual. The adttageat 51 Pine Ridge

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conniunity:  Newton Fom Np:

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL CCMASION W-I
Office of the Secretary, Boston (Weban)
Property Nane Pi"" NAN
Plainfield Street Hist. Dist.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (conlL)

Road (1910) displays atypical ducco wall surfaces and an overshot  porch supported on
paired Tuscan columns. Also stucco dad is the exceptiondly large cottege a 72
Plainfield Road (1915). More sandard materids are employed a 17 Plainfield Road
(1922) ad 63 Plainfield Road (1922) which are both dapboard clad. The cottage a 51
Plainfield Road (1921) is dheathed with acombination of brick a the first sory and
shiplgp inthe dormer.

Ore o the finest two story Caonidsinthe areais 88 Pine Ridge Road (1915) which
was probably desgned by EdwinJ Lewiswho is regpongble for the house next door as
weh &g dterations in 1919 to 88 Fine Ridge It isalarge two story, five bay house
endosad by adate hip roof. The houseis congructed of brick laid up in Hemish bond and
Istrimmed with abdicourse between the sories and a modillion cornice. Its symmetricd
facade is centered on an entry framed by pilasters carrymg apulvinated friezeand a
triangular pediment. End chimneys and a sunporch complete the design. A smilar
example is 115 Upland Road (1897) whichisdso atwo story brick house endosad by
adae hip roof (inthis case flared) with two pedimented dormers. The facade is centered
on an entry trimmed with around arched fan and a pedimented surround, and flanked
by triple windows set in segmenta surrounds. The asymmetrical ssoond story features a
long stair window to the right of the entr>" A final example is 86 Upland Road (1916)
which is another two story brick house, inthe caeelaid up in Engngh bond. Its
exceptiondly weh detailed center entry isframed by engaged Tuscan columns carrying a
frieze detailed with trigiyphs and a ssgmenta pediment.

Severd good representations of the Tudor Revivas style are found in the areg, dthough
not in as great numbers as the Crafisman or Colonid Revivas styles. The mogt unusud is
45 Plainfield Street (1913) which presents abroad clipped gable end to the street. The
first story of the symmetrical facade is quccoed and the sscond story isentirely half-
limbered. The center entry isframed by sde hghts and headed by ahalf-timbered gable
It isflanked by paired windows containing 6/6 saeh. Triple windows ooccupy the outer
bays beneeth the dope of the chpped gable ends. Three paired windows are digned
abovethe centra bays. This broad chpped gebleform is occasondly employed for
Craftsaman style housss with great suocess Thisisthe only incidence of its use for Tudor
Revivd housssidentified to date. A very early use of Tudor Revivd syle detallsin the
digtrict gopearsa 25 Pine Ridge Road (1905). This houseisentirely half-timbered,
endosad by ared tile hip roof, and accompanied by a matching garage. Very typica
examples of the style are 33 Plainfield Road (1930) and 61 Plainfield Road (1928)

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Qoranunity:  Newton For mNb:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  COMMISSON (iaban) W

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane: Pi " Mdge Road/
Plainfield Street Kist. Dist.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (cont.) |

which display the popular combination of brick a the first story and half-limbering at
the sscond story.

|
Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: The Fine Ridge Road/Plainfield
Streat Higtoric Didtrict is roughly bounded by Avadon Street (N). Upland road (E),
Plainfield Street (S) and Chestnut Street (W), specificaly, the boundariesfollow the lot
lines of the 4i houses on the above mentioned roads as rown on the atached
Engineering M.  The boundaries recognize the cohesve turn-of-the-century
architectura charaaer of the area. Surrounding residential arees are excluded due to
their generahy later date and some what less distinguished architectural character.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Newton's youngest vihage developed rapidly as the onceisolated farm areabecame a
vigorous suburban community. H. H. Richardson st the tonewith a amah but degant
raillroad gtation (1886, demohshed 1958). An Improvement Assodiaion, edablished in
1888, met regularly to discuss and facilitate vihage development. Weaban Hah (1890) and
the Strong Blodk (1896, NR:9-4-86) provided anudeusfor commercd devdopment and
the Church o the Good Shepherd (1896) a placefor rdigiousworship. Condruction of the
Union Church (1911-12), the Waban Neighborhood Ciub (1917), aHre Station & 2044
Beaoon Street (1917). and the Angier Schod (1919-21) are dl indicative of the vitality of
the Waban community in the first two decades of the 20th century es aresslike the Fine
Ridge Road/Plainfield Street Higoric Digtrict were built up. New Soreswere added |o the
Strong Block m 1924, &. Philip Neri Church was buih in 1928, and the Waban Branch
Library, which was fully funded by community subscription and donaied |0 the city, was
built in 1929-30. In 1936 an addition the Angier Schod relieved overcrowded conditions
brought on by the explosve development of the 20s and 30s,

Albert Edgar Angier, the young man for whom the Angier Schod was named, was kiUed
in Francein 1918. Hewas the son of George M. Angier, one of Weban s best known
resdenis. who built ahome al 25 Pine Ridge Road hi 1906. Angier was presdent of
the Angier Chemicd Company of Ahston and assodaed with severd dhed compenies &
weh & adireaor of the Newion Trust Company and atrustee of the Newton Centre
Savings Bank. He was aso active in many philanthropic organizations, particularly the
Red Cross Hesarved as a mamber of the board of ddermen for four years ad asa
membear of the school commiittee for five years, aaing &as ilschairman for two years. Not

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FCRM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccranunity:  Newton Form No;

MASNH TS HISTORICAL GCOMISSON (Waban) W-l
Office of the Secretary, Bogston
Property Name Pi"A"M"8M
Plainfield Street Hist. Dist,

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued belcv,'.

Higtorica Sgnificance (cont.)

ah the resdenis in the Fine Ridge Road/Plainfield Street Hisoric Distria were as
progperous as Mr. Angier. They were however, generdly budness or professona men
and their families, who were drawn to the area by good transportation, aconvenient
vihage center, and the attractive neighborhood.

Severd well known 20lh ceniury architects gppear to have lived in the areaduring this
early period of deveopment. Thomas M. James who lived al 80 Pine Ridge Road,
Foecidized in bank design. Locdly he was respongble for the Wes Newton Savings Bark
(1915; W-J ad the Newton Trust Compary in Newlonville (1919; NV-G) asweh as the
Weaban Neghborhood Club and probably hisown house Gifford LeClear of the firm
Denamore, LeClear and Robhinslived al 86 Upland Road and was dso probably
regoongble for the desdgn of that house Densmnore LeClear and Robbins designed the
Weaben Library (1929), the South Wing of the Neamton Hospital  (1927-9), the First
Church of Chrig Scientis m Newtonville (1924-27), and the Ok Hih Schod (1936-7) to

namejust afew locd projeas. Oeof LeClear s partners. Henry C Robbinslived nearby al
89 Dorset Roed.

As there are few buhding permits avahable for housesbuilt before 1915, many of the
architeas inthe Fine Ridge Road/Plainfidld Street Higtoric Didrict are unknown. Permits
were avahablefor the fohowing housesin thisarear 39 Pine Ridge Road (1910)-
Benjamin Proaor, 40 Pine Ridge Road (1914) - W. W. Dingmore, 46 Pine Ridge Road
(1916) - F. A. Noraoss 56 Pine Ridge Road (1911) Alfred C Turner, 62 Pine Ridge
Road (1911) - Dimock & Peatten. 88 Pine Ridge Road (c. 1915) - possbly Edwm J. Lewis
J ,100 Pine Ridge Road (1933) - Harry Morton Ramsay, 17 Plainfield Road (1922) -
Thomeas Byrd Epps 33 Plainfield Road (1930), 61 Plainfield Road (1928) -C C
Crowdl, 86 Upland Road (1916) - possbly Gifford LeClear of Dengmnore & LeQear.

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES

Engineering Department Records: Page & Henshaw Subdivision (1886)
Buhding Department Records. PineRidge Road, Plainfield Road

City Directories and Atlases, Jackson Homestead Map Collection and VF,
Discover Ifjstorlc JFS/}3)] [yfJaMng Tour), Waban EarlyDays,
NeM”™on s 19th  Century Architecture: Newton Highlands and Waban
Newton War Memorial

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



NEWTON. MASS. MULTIPLE RESOURCE AMENDMENT - 1988 - PINE RIDGE ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT

Mreet Address SDL Area(sf) Historic Name Form=* Date Stale Status
128 Avslon Rd. 53-19-1 14159  house otj-2 1904 QA/Eclectic
131 Avalon Rd. 55-14-22 11082  house 1910 Craftsn-ian
garage
646 Chestnut St. 53-20-1 149SQ  houie 1912 QA
garage
652 Chestnut St. 53-20-20 11995  house 1903 Craftsman
garage
658 Chestnut St. 53-20-21 14963  house W-26 1889 QA
garage
672 Chestnut St. 53-24-1 19839  house 1915 CR
garage
Pine Ridge Rd. 53-19-19 9550 Vacant Lot
25 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-18-1 38507 house V-61 1905 Tudor
garage
39 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-19-15 11869  house 1911 4 Sq.
garage
I
poo nc
40 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-20-11 10469  house 1914 CR
garage
45 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-19-16 11140  house v/'att garage 1947 CR ne
46 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-20-10 10500 house 1916 Crafts,
garage C
51 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-19-17 11250 house 1910 Dutch Cc
garage C
56 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-20-9 19600 house 1911 4Sq.
garage
59 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-19-18 20966  house 1897 QA
garage 0

69 Pine Ridge Rd. 53-19-20 18970  house 1897 QA



NEWTON, MASS. MULTIPLE RESOURCE AMENDMENT -
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1988 - PINE RIDGE ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT
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NEWTON, MASS. MULTIPLE RESOURCE AMENDMENT -
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of contributing objects
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1988 - PINE RIDGE ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT

house 1921
house V-79 1897
garage
house 1928
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garage
house 1915
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garage
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house V-69 1897
garage
28 Sum of square feet in field "area"
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