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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT X D E T E R I O R A T E D —UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pequoig Hotel occupies a prominent position on Pequoig Square in Athol's commercial 
center. I t faces south on Main Street and west on Exchange Street. This large four 
story building which is surrounded mainly by low twentieth century commercial blocks 
and vacant lots is one of the most visible in the area. I t is constructed of red 
brick with granite and terra cotta trim. Design elements are derived chiefly from 
classical sources but are handled in a free manner. 

The eleven bay Main Street facade is organized in three parts. The center section is 
slightly recessed but is enphasized by a low parapet with foliated terra cotta ornament 
and by a three story metal oriel in the center bay. The oriel is embossed with tie 
word Pequoig, flanked by two Indian head profiles, at the second story level, and by 
a scrolled motif, flanked by the date 18 -- 95,at th,e third story, level.,;,: ; . 

The projecting end'sections are four bays wide and are capped by a deep bracketted 
cornice which extends around to the side elevations. Stylized Ionic pilasters define 
their comers and divide each in the center. Recessed panels decorate the spandrels 
and the entabulature. Fenestration consists of 2/2 double hung sash throughout. 
Windows are paired in the end sections and tripled in the center section. The 
second story windows are headed by fixed glazed transoms and granite lintels. The 
fourth story windows are round arclied. While the upper-stories have retained their 
original detail, the ground floor storefronts have been altered to meet changing 
commercial needs. 

The east and west side elevations enploy the same design elements as the facade but 
are asynetrically arranged. Tlie upper three floors are also set on essentially blank 
walls with a few random openings, some bricked in,rather than on storefronts. The 
west elevation, facing Exchange Street, is six bays in width and is framed by stylized 
Ionic pilasters. The southernmost bay is set off from the others by a heavy pier with 
recessed panels. Slender piers define the remaining bays with the exception of an 
Ionic pilaster which separates the third and fourth bays. Windows are paired in a l l 
but the fourth bay from l e f t , which has only one on the third and fourth floors. 
On the second floor there are single windows in the f i r s t three bays, a door in the 
fourth and paired windows in the last two. The east elevation is similar, with an 
even broader pier with paired, recessed panels separating the southemment bay. 
Windows are paired in a l l bays with the exception of the f i f t h bay from the right 
where there is a single opening, and the last bay where they are paired. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Pequoig Hotel has been an inportant visual landmark in downtown Athol since 
its construction in the late nineteenth century. I t was for many years the largest non-
industrial building within the city and remains the largest to be constructed as a 
hotel. Its builder vras Lucien Lord, one of Athol's most active real estate developers 
in the late nineteenth century. The Pequoig Hotel was Lord's largest project and is 
thought to be one of liis major acliieveraents. 

While providing hotel facilities for the town in i t s upper stories, tlie building 
housed numerous other functions at the ground floor level. IMtil recently, numerous 
shops and entertainment lounges as well as a telegraph office have occupied that 
space. The building ceased to be used as a hotel over twenty years ago, and presently 
houses only an entertainment lounge on the ground floor. 



Q M A J O R B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

A History of Athol, Massachusetts by William G. Lord (1953) 

Athol's Past and Pressent by Lilley B. Caswell (1899) 

•GEOGRAPHICAL DÂ >̂̂ „̂  feet ' 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES 

ALUSJ I7l2;.7lli5.0l I4.7ll.9l2.5.0l B | _ J I I • I • . | I . I . I • • | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c L U LL i , ! • . I I , I . 1 ^ D L ^ I I , I . . I I • I , I . . I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Southwest comer of property at Pequoig Square (Main and Exchange Streets) East 
along xMain St. 141 feet to enpty lot , then northerly 10.3 feet to Sally Fish •:, 
Circle, then Westerly 143 feet to Exchange Street, then Southerly to beginning. 

Also please refer to the boundaries deliniated on the attached p l a t map which i s #30 
of the Athol Asseors' Office. _ 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

J.R. Greene H F O R M P R E P A R E D B Y 
NAME/TITLE Athol Hlstorlcal Commission 

Candace Jenkins, National Register fnnrdinatnr : : 
_ 0R.GANI7ATinN DATE 

Massachusetts Hi'^tnriral Comnii c;t;i nn Septeirber 11, 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TEI EPHONE 

to 
7Q4 Wa-^h in -g to r . q t - r P A t ' ^ ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 

HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
' THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; , 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park SeryfEte. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

Executive Director, '̂lass. Historical Commission 

-1 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 
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The Pequoig Hotel, which is now the anchor o£ Athol's downtown, has been 
"ahTmportant visual landmark since its construction in the late ninteenth 
century. I t is significant not only as the major extant historic struc­
ture in the commercial center of town but also for i t s retention of or­
iginal fabric and design elements. Even the ground floor retains its 
ninteenth century configuration and materials behind twentieth centuiy 
signage. 
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November 17, 1978 

Wi l l i a m J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
United States Dept. of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Services 

Washington, D.C. 2 024 0 

Re : H32-NR Pequoig Plotel 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 
The Gardner Savings Bank, whom vze represent as counsel, i s now the 
owner of the Pequoig Hotel i n A t h o l , Massachusetts, which has been 
nominated f o r l i s t i n g i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Negotiations f o r the sale of t h i s property are s t i l l i n progress. 

Since the purchaser plans t o r e h a b i l i t a t e t h i s b u i l d i n g a f t e r the 
sale, we bel i e v e i t would be best t o postpone the l i s t i n g i n the 
National Register u n t i l the sale i s consummated. I n t h a t way, the 
buyer could take advantage of the various tax and other b e n e f i t s , 
w hile monitoring compliance w i t h the r e h a b i l a t i o n standards. 

We, t h e r e f o r e , r e s p e c t f u l l y request t h a t the l i s t i n g of the Pequoig 
Hotel i n the National Register be postponed u n t i l i t s new ownership 
i s resolved. Thank you f o r your consi d e r a t i o n of t h i s request. 

Sincerely yours, 

S h i r l e y A. GerBten 

SAG/jlk 
cc: J e f f r e y W. M i t c h e l l , A s s i s t a n t Vice President 

Gardner Savings Bank 

1^ 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 
NOV 1 j 1978 

Name location 

Pequoig Hotel Athol 
Worcester County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward W. Brooke 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Edward P. Boland 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs, Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 11/27/78 



A R D P. B O L A N D COMMITTEE 
kcbNO DISTRICT. MASSACHUSETTS 4 A P P R O P R I A T I O N S 

December 1, 1978 

Dr. William R. Murtagh, Chief 
Division of the National Register 
1100 L Street, N.W., Room 5113 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

The Athol H i s t o r i c a l Commission has applied to 
have the Pequoig Hotel i n Athol, Massachusetts placed 
on the National Register of His t o r i c Places. The ap­
p l i c a t i o n has been forwarded to the Register by the 
Massachusetts State H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

I take t h i s opportunity to urge you to give the 
Athol application your careful consideration. The 
Pequoig Hotel has a long and c o l o r f u l history as an 
important part of the Town of Athol. I t s future would 
c e r t a i n l y be more secure i f i t was placed on the Na­
t i o n a l Register. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

With every good wish, I am 

icerely yours. 

SDWARD P. BOLAND 
Member of Congress 

EPB:nq 

on 
DU 
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H32>£Sl 

DEC I 9 1978 

Ekmoorsble Edward P. Boland 
House of Representatives 
Ueshingtcm, D.C. 20515 

Itear Mr. Boland: 

Xhaak you for ycmr inquiry of Decedber 1, 1978, concerning the 
aoadnstlon of the Feguoig Itotel, orcester Count Massachasetta, 
to the National RegiattaT'ol!'"IKMofic pfacea. *• 

¥e are pleased to inform you that the Pequoig Hotel vas entered 
in the National Register on November 17, 1978. Enclosed la a 
leaflet which deacrlbes the National Register forograa. 

^ appreciate your interest in historic preservation. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Therral Delaporte 
Director 

EBCliwvre 

cc: Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Coranission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

bee: Director's Reading File 
Associate Director, Connally 
Chief, OAHP 
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FHR-CL 
CL 
NR 
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BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR 

WORCESTER COUNTY, MASS. 




