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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pequoi g Hot el occugi es apromnent position on Pequoig Square in Athol's commerci al
center. |t faces south on Man Street and west on Exchange Street. This large four
story building which is surrounded nai nly by | owtwentieth century comrercial blocks
and vacant lots is one of the nost visible inthe area. |t is constructed of red
brick with granite andterracotta trim Design elenents are derived chiefly from
classical sources but are handled i n afree nanner.

The el even bay Main Street facade i s organized in three ﬁarts.. The center section is
slightly recessed but is enphasized by a low parapet with foliated terra cotta ornanment
and by athree story netal oriel inthe center bay. Theoriel is enbossedwth tie
wor d Pequoi g, flanked by two Indian head profiles, at the second story [evel, and by
ascrolled motif, flanked by the date 18 -- 95 ,at the third story, level.,;,: ;.

The projecting end sections arefour bays wide and are capped by a deep bracketted
cornice which extends around to the side elevations. Stylized lonic pilasters define
their comers anddivide each in the center. Recessed Banels decorate the spandrels
and the entabulature. Fenestration consists of 2/2 doubl e hung sash throughout.
Wndows are paired inthe endsections andtripled in the center section. The
second story w ndows are headed by fixed gl azed transons and granite lintels. The
fourth story windows are round arclied. Wile the quer-stories have retained their
original detail, the ground floor storefronts have been altered to neet changing
conmer ci al needs.

The east and west side elevations enploy the sane design el ements as the facade but
are asynetrically arranged. Tie upper three floors are also set on essentially blank
wal s with a fewrandomopeni ngs, sone bricked in,rather than on storefronts. The
west elevation, facing Exchange Street, is six bays inwidth andis framed by stylized
lonic pilasters. The southernnost bay is set off fromthe others by aheavy pier with
recessed panels. S ender piers define the remaining bays with the exception of an
lonic pilaster which separates the third and fourth bays. Wndows are paired in all
but the fourth bay fromleft, which has only one onthe third andfourthfloors.

On the second floor there are sin?le w ndows i n the first three bays, adoor in the
fourth andpaired wndows inthe [ast tw. The east elevation is simlar, withan
even broader pier with paired, recessed panels separating the southemment bay.
Wndows are paired inall bayswth the exception of the fifth bay fromthe right
where there 1s asingle opening, andthe |ast baywhere they are paired.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pequoi g Hotel has been an inportant visual landmark in downtown Athol since

Its construction inthe late nineteenth century. |t was for nany years the largest non-
industrial building withinthe city andremains the |argest to be constructed as a
hotel. Itsbuilder vras Lucien Lord, one of Athol's nost active real estate devel opers
in the late nineteenth century. The Pequoig Hotel was Lord's |argest project andis
thought to be one of [iis major acliieveraents.

Wil e providing hotel facilities for the town inits upper stories, tlie building
housed nunerous other functions at the ground floor level. [IMil recently, nunerous
shops and entertai nment |ounges as wel| as atelegraph office have occupied that
space. The building ceased to be used as ahotel over twenty years ago, and presently
houses only an entertai nment |ounge on the ground floor.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Sout hwest comer of property at Pequoi g Square (Min and Exchange Streets) East
along xMin St. 141feet toenpty lot, then northerly 103feet toSally Fish .,
Circle, then Westerly 143 feet t o Exchange Street, then Southerly t o beginning.

Al so please refer t ot heboundaries deliniated ontheattached plat map which i s #30
of theAthol Asseors' Office.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
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The Pequoig Hotel, which i s nowthe anchor of Athol's downtown, has been
"ahTnportant visual landmark since itsconstructioni nthe late ninteenth
century. I tissignificant not only as the major extant historic struc-
ture i nthe coomercial center of town but also foritsretentionof or-
iginal fabric anddesign elenments. Even the ground floor retains its

ninteenth century configurationandnaterials behindtwentieth centuiy
Si gnage.
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WARNER & STACKPOLE
28 STATE STREET, ZO”» FLOOR
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02109

TELEPHONE: (617) 523-62S0O TELECOPIER: (617) 523-4967
CABLE; WARSTACK TELEX: 940139

Novenber 17, 1978

William J. Murtagh

Keeper of t he National Register

United States Dept. of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Services

Washi ngton, DC 20240
Re: H32-NR Pequoig Plotel

Dear M. Murtagh:

The Gardner Savings Bank, whom vze represent as counsel, i snow t he
owner of t he Pequoig Hotel i nAthol, Massachusetts, which has been
nom nated forlisting i ntheNational Register of Historic Places.

Negotiations forthesale of this property arestill i nprogress.

Since t hepurchaser plans t orehabilitate this building afterthe
sale, we believe i twould be best t opostpone thelisting i nthe
National Register until thesale i sconsunmated. | nthat way, the
buyer could take advantage of thevarious taxandother benefits,
while monitoring compliance with therehabilation standards.

Ve, therefore, respectfully request that thelisting of the Pequoig
Hotel i nthe National Register be postponed until i tsnew ownership
is resolved. Thank youfor your considerationof this request.

Sincerely yours,

Shirley A GerBten
SAG/ j I k

cc: Jeffrey W Mitchell, Assistant Vice President
Gardner Savings Bank

1/\
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Dat e Entered NOV 1) 198

Name location

At hol

Pequoi g Hot el
VWr cester County

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Edward VW Brooke
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy
Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and

State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms, Patricia L. Wesl owski
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 \\ashington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 11/ 27/ 78



ARD P. BOLAND COMMITTEE
kcbNO DISTRICT. MASSACHUSETTS 4 APPROPRIATIONS

Decenber 1, 1978

Dr. Wlliam R Mirtagh, Chief
Division of t heNational Register
1100 L Street, NW, Room 5113
Washi ngton, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

The Athol Historical Conm ssion hasappliedt oo
have t he Pequoig Hotel i nAthol, Massachusetts placed
on theNational Register of Historic Places. The ap-
plication has been forwarded t ot heRegister by the
Massachusetts State Historical Conmm ssion.

| take this opportunity tourge youtogivethe
Athol application your careful consideration. The
Pequoi g Hotel has a long andcolorful history as an
important part of theTown of Athol. [ts future would
certainly benore secure if i twas placed onthe Na-
tional Register.

Thank youf or your consideration.

Wth every good wish, | am

icerely yours.

IVED P. BAAD
Menber of Congress

EPB: nq

es
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Eknoor sbl e Edward P. Bol and
House of Representatives
Ueshingtcm D C 20515

[tear M. Bol and:

Xhaak you for ycnm inquiry of Decedber 1, 1978, concerning the
aoadnstlon of the Feguoig Itotel, orcester Count Massachasetta,
to the National RegiattaT ol!"'"IKWfic pfacea. *e

¥e are pleased toinform youthat the Pequoig Hotel vas entered
in the National Register on Novenber 17, 1978. Enclosed | aa
| eafl et which deacrl bes the National Register forograa.

N appreciate your interest inhistoric preservation.

Sincerely,

Chris Therral Delaporte
Director

EBd i wre

cc: Ms. Patricia L. Veslowski
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Coranission
294 Véshi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

bee: Director's Reading File
Associ ate Director, Connally
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