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Date of Action 

Section 5: Classification 

The number of resources is hereby changed to: 

1 Contributing Structure 
3 Contributing Buildings 
4 Total Contributing Resources 0 Noncontributing resources 

The reservoir is considered a contributing structure. It came into being during the period of 
significance, retains integrity, and is associated with the significance of the prope1iy. 

Section 10: Verbal Boundary Description 

The prope1iy is defined by a square beginning at a point at the intersection of North Spaiia Street 
and East Mississippi Avenue, proceed East 330', thence South 33' , thence West along the north 
edge of the Railroad tracks to Sparta Street, thence Nmih 330' to the point of beginning. 

The Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin , How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not 
applicable." For functions , architectural classification , materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. 

Historic Name: Ruston Power and Light Plant 
Other Names/Site Number: N/A 
Name of related multiple property listing: N/A 

2. Location 
Street & Number: 300 East Mississippi Avenue 
City or town: Ruston State: LA 
Not for Publication: D Vicinity: D 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

MAY 2 8 2019 

Nat -----·--.• 

County: Lincoln 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify 
that this ~ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ~ meets D does 
not meet the National Register Criteria. 

I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
D national D state ~ local 

Applicable National Register Criteria: ~ A Ds De Do 

Signature of certifying official/Title: Kristin Sanders, State Historic Preservation Officer Date 

Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism 

State or Federal a enc /bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property~ meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: Date 

Title: 
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Name of Property 

ational Park Certification 
I her y certify that the property is: 
_entered.in the National Register 
_ determined eligible for the National Register 

determined ot eligible for the National Register 
t National Register 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private 
X Public - Local 

Public - State 
Public - Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box.) 

X Building(s) 
District 
Site 
Structure 
object 

Lincoln Parish, LA 
County and State 

Date of Action 

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the 
count) 

ContributinQ Non-contributinQ 
3 Buildings 

Sites 
1 Structures 

Objects 
3 1 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions.): Government: Public Works - Electric 
Generating Plant, Water Plant 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.): Vacant/Not in Use 
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7. Description 

 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions.): Later 19th and 20th Century 
Revivals: Classical Revival; Modern Movement: Modernistic; No style 
  
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
foundation: Concrete 
walls: Brick 
roof:  Rubber (torch down) 
other: N/A   

  
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of 
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic 
integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
The Ruston Power and Light Plant was first constructed in 1900 and expanded in 1939-41, 1959, and 1968 
and includes three contributing buildings and one non-contributing structure. The original power plant building 
retains a central c. 1900 section and a 1959 and 1968 wing. The 1930-49 meter house is perhaps the most 
highly detailed building architecturally on the property despite also being the smallest. There is also a 1940-41 
warehouse and a 1959 reservoir that held water for the plant. The property sits just north of the railroad that 
runs through the center of Ruston and just a few blocks outside of the Downtown Ruston Commercial National 
Register Historic District. The buildings and reservoir are all over 50 years old and retain many original features 
including exterior brickwork, windows, doors, and overall layout. The resources are very industrial in nature 
and retain a good degree of integrity. Thus, they are eligible for listing on the National Register.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
The Ruston Power and Light Plant was built c.1900 and was always owned and operated by the city. The site 
map on page 5 that follows the Sanborn maps show the existing layout of the property with dates of each of 
the resources. The purple section dates to c. 1900. Within three years, per Builder from May 1903, plans for 
improvements were already planned for the site. Per the 1922 Sanborn map, the original building consisted of 
the purple section that stands today (labeled “Electric Light Plant” on the 1922 Sanborn) as well as a pump 
house and a 100,000 gallon reservoir. By the 1930s, the meter shop, in blue on the site map, was constructed. 
Circa 1940, the warehouse, in green on the site map, was constructed. Newspaper articles from the Ruston 
Daily Leader discuss the plans for a warehouse on the site. By 1959, the much larger reservoir was in place as 
was the generator shop addition, both in red on the site map. The reservoir likely predates 1959 as an article 
from that year in the newspaper describes the reservoir as already being in place (a new reservoir was being 
built at another location at the time).  Images from the Daily Leader show the floor of the generator shop in 
place by February of 1959 and the reservoir officially put in service in July. By 1968, per aerial maps, the 
yellow section of the main power plant was completed (see page 5). DHP believes based on details, this 
section may actually be older and contain portions of the original 1900 building that was there on the 1922 
Sanborn.  
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1966 Sanborn Map 
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Main Power Plant Building-A (See photos 1-10, 11, 20-23, 25-29, 31-37) 
 
The southern elevation of the main plant building shows the three phases of development for the building. The 
exterior of the whole building is blonde brick. The central section dates to 1900 and features three tall window 
openings with warehouse style metal windows with three light and six light awning panels in them as seen in 
Photo 5. Above the three windows, there is a small rectangular vent. A concrete knee wall runs along the base 
of the entire building, only broken for a garage opening on the 1959 section and another garage opening on 
the 1968 section. The 1900 sections has an engaged pilaster at each end to delineate the edges of the 
section. The 1959 Section has the aforementioned garage opening and a set of two six light warehouse style 
windows to its left. On the “second” level of this elevation, there are two sets of double windows, consisting of 
two windows of twelve lights each. They are metal warehouse style window similar to those on the 1900 

~ 
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section. The southern elevation of the purported 1968 (likely earlier based on details that match the 1900 
section) section features a central garage door opening flanked by tall warehouse windows on each side. 
There is a decorative X brick pattern above each of the openings that goes to the parapet (three X’s total). This 
part of the elevation also features four engaged pilasters to provide depth to the design.  
 
The western elevation of the main plant building consists mainly of the 1959 addition. It features ribbon 
windows (of metal multi lite windows) on the upper portion of the elevation. A stone lintel is located below the 
ribbon. On the lower portion of the elevation, there is a band of six lite windows. There is a section of two six 
lite windows at the far left of this section of the building topped by large louvered vents. The western elevation 
of the 1900 section is recessed from the 1959 addition and features three tall window sections (see photo 26). 
Above each window is the same diagonal brick pattern comprised of headers of contrasting colors found on the 
“1968” section of the building. The concrete knee wall continues around this elevation.  
 
The northern elevation of this building has a blank wall on the 1959 section. The main 1900 section has two tall 
window openings to match those on other elevations of this section. There is a small one story addition with 
two garage openings on the far right of this section (see photos 22 and 27). The “1968” section of the building 
has three tall windows with the same diagonal brick pattern and engaged pilasters dividing the building into 
four sections.  
 
The eastern elevation of the building consists of the “1968” addition. There is one large central opening with 
multi lite windows above. On the recessed section that is the 1900 portion of the building, there are more of the 
large, tall window openings with the diagonal brick pattern above and engaged pilasters dividing the building 
into bays.  
 
The interior of the building remains largely intact as it has been vacant since the power plant was moved. The 
equipment was removed, but as seen in Photos 31-37, the interior retains its large open spaces. The ceiling is 
exposed in each section, as are the brick walls. The floor is concrete in some sections and dirt in others where 
equipment was removed.  
 
Warehouse-B (See photos 4, 10, 18 - 20, 24, 38 – 41, 46) 
 
The northern elevation of the warehouse is not very visible as it sits closely to the main plant building. Photos 
10 and 20 shows the red brick exterior with at least two metal warehouse window openings and a set of double 
wooden doors providing access. A third twelve light metal window is located to the right of the doors.  
 
The western elevation is also hard to see via photos submitted, those taken by DHP staff on a previous site 
visit. It appears there may be a couple windows matching those on the northern elevation. 
 
The southern elevation of the warehouse has three windows, a single door, another window, and another door 
with transom above. The last window and door are surrounding by a section of white painted brick. The three 
windows on the left side of the building as located in a section that has a lower roofline than the right hand 
section.  
 
The eastern elevation of the building has a single garage opening in the center.  
 
The interior of the building is limited to photos 38-41. These photos show that the building is subdivided into at 
least three sections with exposed brick walls.  
 
Meter Shop-C (See photos 12-17, 22, 25, 42-44) 
 
This building is small, but packs a lot of architectural punch. The building is a simple red brick, square shaped 
building. The northern elevation has a double door opening with sidelights that is all metal with twelve lights per 
sidelight and door. Above the doors are 24 more lites and two wooden doors above that. The brick is laid in a 
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decorative pattern with a decorative header course at the top of the windows. The two outer sections above 
that are stretcher courses. The two inner brick panels are laid in a basket weave pattern. A second header 
course is located above these panels and the top panels are all stretcher courses.  
 
The western elevation of the meter shop has one large central window opening, filled with metal windows. The 
opening has a stone lintel and a solder course header. This façade has engaged pilasters at each corner (like 
the northern elevation). It also has the same brick details as the northern elevation, except that there is just 
one large central panel of the basket weave pattern.  
 
The southern elevation has double doors to match those on the northern elevation. Only this side has six lite 
sidelights on each side of the doors and an arched fanlight transom above the doors. A decorative brick arch 
with keystone is above the transom. This elevation also has a central panel of the basket weave detail and 
engaged pilasters at each edge.  
 
The eastern elevation mirrors the western elevation.  
 
Reservoir (See photos 27, 45 and 46) Non-contributing 
The reservoir sits just above grade by a few feet. It has a roof that protected the water that was the town’s 
supply. It has a capacity of 1,000,000 gallons. Its exterior is painted white concrete.  
 
Integrity 
The Ruston Power and Light Plant property retains a high degree of integrity, particularly dating to at least 
1968. A few smaller structures have been lost post 1966, but the main plant building, the meter house, 
warehouse, and reservoir, which all predate 1968, remain intact. The four resources together still are highly 
recognizable as the former power and light plant. The buildings all retain integrity of design, materials, 
craftsmanship, location, setting, feeling, and association, as does the reservoir. The property overall retains a 
high degree of integrity of setting as well as it is still located by an active railroad spur. Because of this 
property’s high degree of integrity, it is eligible for listing on the National Register.  
 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying 
the property for National Register listing.) 

 
X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
 B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual 
distinction. 

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history 
 
 Criteria Considerations: N/A 
 
 A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 
 B Removed from its original location   
 C A birthplace or grave 
 D A cemetery 
 E A reconstructed building, object, or structure 
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 F A commemorative property 
 G Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions.):  Industry 

 
Period of Significance: 1900-1968 

 
 Significant Dates: 1900, 1930, 1940, 1959, 1968 
   

Significant Person (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above): N/A 
 

 Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion D is marked above): N/A 
  
 Architect/Builder (last name, first name): Frederick T. Morse 
 

Period of Significance (justification): The period of significance starts with 1900, the year the 
plant was first built, and ends with 1968, the fifty year cutoff. The plant continued to provide power 
for the city of Ruston until 1973. 

 
  Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary): N/A 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level 
of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable 
criteria considerations.)  
 
The Ruston Power and Light Plant is locally significant under Criterion A in the area of industry for its 
association with the history of electric power and running water in Ruston and the city’s growth during the first 
half of the 20th century. It is the primary historic site in the parish associated with electric power. The power 
plant on the site was Ruston’s primary electric generator from 1900 until 1973, at which time the city’s demand 
outgrew the plant’s capacity, and the nominated plant became vacant. During that time, the power and light 
plant was integral to the city’s power system. The period of significance begins in 1900, when the power plant 
was built, and ends in 1968, the fifty-year cut-off.  
______________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
 
Ruston Historic Background 
Following the Civil War, the Vicksburg, Shreveport and Pacific Railroad began running east and west across 
north Louisiana.  Robert E. Russ donated 640 acres for the building of a new town. “Russ’s Town,” later 
called Ruston, was incorporated in 1884 and became the seat of Lincoln Parish, which had been founded in 
1873.  Space was created for schools, a courthouse, a cemetery, and residential lots. Cotton farming 
fueled the economy as it did in much of north Louisiana and in 1900, a second railroad was built in Ruston.1  
 
Ruston continued to grow steadily with the help of the local university, founded as Louisiana Industrial Institute 
in 1894, now Louisiana Tech University, which brought new families to Ruston. Following World War II, when 
thousands of soldiers and civilians and their families were relocated to the area to serve at the nearby forts 
and camps, the population continued to grow. The GI bill after the war also helped to send many veterans to 
school at LA Tech, further increasing the Ruston area’s population.  
By the late 1950’s, it was decided that a new interstate highway was to be built that would run through the 

                                                           

1 Edwin Adams Davis. Louisiana: A Narrative History: Baton Rouge: Claitor’s Publishing Division, 1971: pg 295. 



 
United States Department of the Interior                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                      OMB No. 1024-0018 
     

Ruston Power and Light Plant  Lincoln Parish, LA 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

9 

 

northern edge of the city to protect the downtown core center.  Completed by the early 1970’s, this highway, 
Interstate 20, made Ruston even more accessible.  Ruston has since added a regional airport to serve 
existing business and industry.  The universities have achieved unparalleled success in many fields and 
downtown continues to offer people a variety of retail shops and fine eateries.  As a result, Ruston now 
stands poised for future growth and prosperity.2   
 
Electric Power in Ruston and the History of Ruston Power and Light 
 
Introduction of Electricity in Ruston 
 
Ruston first received water and lights around 1896 or 1897, when the first power plant was built by the former 
Dr. Pepper Bottling Co.3 The plant was owned and operated by the municipality and serviced not only Ruston, 
but other surrounding rural areas at the time.4 However, as the city quickly grew, a new power plant was 
needed. One was erected in the first decade of the twentieth century. Rural lines owned and operated by the 
city were built to support the needs of the growing business and residential community. As the unknown author 
of the 1964 Ruston Daily Leader newspaper wrote about the “Good Old Days” he noted the plant kept up with 
the latest developments in bringing consumers what would seem sheer magic to Ruston’s first residents – 
running water with a twist of the wrist and illumination at the flick of a switch. This Plant consisted of a light 
plant, pump house, reservoir, well, oil house, and prep well by 1922. Purposely situated along the railroad just 
two blocks out of the downtown area of town, the building was continually added on to and improved as seen 
in several newspaper articles. By 1930, two new electric motors were installed making the plant one of the best 
equipped in the state running at a total of 130 horsepower.5 That same year, the electric light rates were 
reduced for both residences and businesses from $1.50 to $1.00 within city limits and from $2.00 to $1.50 
outside of city limits. (Figure 1) The water rate had also been reduced during that time period, which was 
significant as this was the middle of the Great Depression.6 
 
In 1931, surplus city funds from the water and light plant were used to build the city natatorium, one of the 
finest in the state at the time. Again, this was during the height of the Depression and was quite a unique feat 
due all in part to funds saved by the power and light plant.7 (Figure 2) 
 
In 1933, more upgrades were proposed for the plant with a 60 horsepower engine to be added to the property 
as well as installing new windows and doors.8 More repairs were made in 1935 when an engine was 
purchased from St. Louis, Missouri, for $34,000. Further switch gear and motor generator set was purchased 
for $4500 from New York.9 
 
Articles from February 1939 detail that a new $40,000 building was to be built on the site, a new 1000 
horsepower engine was to be added, an improved switch board, and new landscaping added.10 The new 
building is the existing warehouse building. In August and September of 1940, bids were put out for the 
construction of the buildings.11  
 

                                                           

2 Downtown Ruston National Register Historic District Nomination, Ruston, Lincoln Parish, Louisiana, National Register 
#100000598. 
3 “Good Old Days: Not Convenient.” Ruston Daily Leader, July 31, 1964. 
4 Lincoln Parish Resources and Facilities 1955. Municipal Electric Plant. Department of Public Works Planning Division, 
pg. 100.  
5 “Gulf Public Service Co. Making Improvements.” Ruston Daily Leader, January 29, 1930.  
6 “Light Rates are Reduced by Council.” Ruston Leader. December 10, 1930.  
7 “Congratulations to Ruston!” Ruston Leader. August 19, 1931.  
8 “Town Council Proceedings.” Ruston Daily Leader. June 5, 1933.  
9 “Special Session of Board of Aldermen to Provide for Light Plant Repairs.” Ruston Daily Leader. March 14, 1935.  
10 “Ruston May Get PWA Aid to Build New Water Plant.” Monroe Morning World Sun. February 12, 1939.  
11 “Notice to Contractors.” Legal Notices. Ruston Daily Leader. August 27, 1940; “Town Council Proceedings.” Ruston 
Daily Leader. September 26, 1940.  



 
United States Department of the Interior                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                      OMB No. 1024-0018 
     

Ruston Power and Light Plant  Lincoln Parish, LA 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

10 

 

In 1959, Union workers picketed at the plant when non-union labor was used to install new generator 
equipment.12 This new equipment was likely the machines being put in the new generator room addition. A 
February 1959 article shows the foundation of this new generator room in place. The generator equipment had 
a capacity of 4500 kilowatts and brought the overall plant’s generating capacity to 14,550 kilowatts. The project 
was funded by a $2.2 million bond issue to improve the power plant and electric distribution.13  
 
The Ruston Power and Light Plant was used until 1973.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Ruston Power and Light Plant is the product of a historic era in Ruston’s growth and development. As 
Ruston grew at the turn of the 20th century, its public utilities also grew with it. The electricity and water that the 
plant produced was an indispensable commodity to the citizens of Ruston and Lincoln Parish.  
 
 

Developmental History/Additional historic context information 
 
See above.  
 

9. Major Bibliographical Resources 

 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
Newspaper articles accessed through www.newspapers.com – October 2018 through January 2019 
Monroe Morning World, February 12, 1939, Monroe, LA 
Monroe News Star, various dates. Monroe, LA  
Ruston Leader, various dates, Ruston, LA 
Ruston Daily Leader, various dates, Ruston, LA 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Ruston, Lincoln Parish, Louisiana. (1922) Sanborn Map Company, Jun. 
[Map]. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn03394_007.  
National Register of Historic Places, Downtown Ruston Historic District, Ruston, Lincoln Parish, Louisiana, 
National Register #100000598. 
Edwin Adams Davis. Louisiana: A Narrative History: Baton Rouge: Claitor’s Publishing Division, 1971 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

__x_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  

__x_ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 

                                                           

12 “Union Members Picketing City Power, Light Plant.” Ruston Leader. May 14, 1959.  
13 Front page image. Ruston Leader. February 10, 1959.  
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____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
__x_ Other 
         Name of repository: _______City of Ruston_________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ___N/A____________ 
 
 
10. Geographical Data 

 
Acreage of Property: 3.13  
 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 32.529319  Longitude: -92.635204 
2. Latitude: 32.529211  Longitude: -92.634213 
3. Latitude: 32.528430  Longitude: -92.634271 
4. Latitude: 32-528380  Longitude: -92.635297 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The site is bound to the north by East Mississippi Avenue, a number of feet west of N. Hazel 
Street to the east, the railroad tracks to the south, and N. Sparta Street on the west side.  

 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

      The chosen boundaries reflect the historic boundaries of the property. 
 
 
11. Form Prepared By 
 

name/title: Jessica Richardson; Nicole Hobson-Morris 
organization: Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation 
street & number: PO Box 44247 
city or town:  Baton Rouge  state:  LA  zip code: 70804 
e-mail: n/a 
telephone: 225-342-8200 
date: January 25, 2019 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  

Key all photographs to this map. 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  

Photographs 
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Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 ppi 
(pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be 
numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For 
simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph 
log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property: Ruston Power and Light Plant 
City or Vicinity:  Ruston   
County: Lincoln Parish 
State:  Louisiana 
Name of Photographer: Michael Echols 
Date of Photographs:  12/10/2018 
 

1 of 46  View from SW Corner of Building A, Camera facing north east 
2 of 46  View from West side of building A.  Camera facing east 
3 of 46  View from North side of buildings A, B, C.  Camera facing south 
4 of 46  View from North side of Buildings A & B.  Camera facing south 
5 of 46  View from South East Corner of building A.  Camera facing northwest 
6 of 46  View from South of building A.  Camera facing northwest 
7 of 46  View from South East Corner of building A.  Camera facing northwest 
8 of 46  View from South East Corner of building A.  Camera facing northwest 
9 of 46  View from East side of building A.  Camera facing northwest 
10 of 46  View from East side of building A & B.  Camera facing northwest 
11 of 46  View from West Side of building A.  Camera facing southeast 
12 of 46  View from West side of building C.  Camera facing east 
13 of 46  View from Southside of building C.  Camera facing north 
14 of 46  View from North side of building C.  Camera facing south 
15 of 46  View from North side of building C.  Camera facing south 
16 of 46  View from East side of building C.  Camera facing west 
17 of 46  View from East side of building C.  Camera facing west 
18 of 46  View from East side of building B.  Camera facing east 
19 of 46  View from East side of Building B.  Camera facing west 
20 of 46  View from East side of building A.  Camera facing west 
21 of 46  View from North side of building A. Camera facing South 
22 of 46  View from North side of building A & C.  Camera facing south 
23 of 46  View from East side of building A.   Camera facing southwest 
24 of 46  View from East side of building B.  Camera facing west. 
25 of 46  View from North side of property.  Camera facing southeast 
26 of 46  View from West side of buildings A & C.  Camera facing east 
27 of 46  View from North side (Mississippi Street).  Camera facing south 
28 of 46  Building A large room.  Camera looking east 
29 of 46  Building A Small boiler room. Camera looking south 
30 of 46  No Picture 
31 of 46  Building A large room.  Camera looking northeast 
32 of 46  Building A East Room.  Camera looking west 
33 of 46  Building A East Room.  Camera looking east 
34 of 46  Building A Large Room.  Camera looking north 
35 of 46  Building A Large Room.  Camera looking west 
36 of 46  Building A West Room.  Camera looking north 
37 of 46  Building A West Room.  Camera looking west 



 
United States Department of the Interior                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                      OMB No. 1024-0018 
     

Ruston Power and Light Plant  Lincoln Parish, LA 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

13 

 

38 of 46  Building B Room W small stair.  Camera looking north 
39 of 46  Building B Middle Room.  Camera looking northeast 
40 of 46  Building B North room.  Camera looking southwest 
41 of 46  Building B North Room.  Camera looking northeast 
42 of 46  Building C.  Camera looking east 
43 of 46  Building C.  Camera looking south 
44 of 46  Building C.  Camera looking north 
45 of 46  Building D.  Camera looking slightly northwest 
46 of 46  Building D.  Birds eye view – Camera looking southeast 
 
 
 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Figure 1. Ruston Daily Leader. Wednesday, December 10, 1930, article showing a savings to the community even during 
a national economic down turn.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

l~IGllT RATES 
ARE REDUCED 

BY COUNCIL 
Minimum In City Reduced 

From $1.60 To $1; Out
side, $2 To $1.&0 

At a meetlug of the Clty Councll here 
la.st, night In the Mayor's otrlce, the 
secn~tary recorded a resolution to re
duce the etectl'ic light rates for both 
domestic nnd bu11lne!L."I houses. The 
r etlnctlon made Include the mlnUnum 
rnttt wlthlll t.he city llmits rrorn $1 .50 to 
$1.00; and the mlnlmwn rate outside the 
c ity lirnlts was reduced from ,2.00 to 
$1.50. 

Mu.yor Charles C. Goyne stated thla 
morning thu.t du1·tng the past three 
years the water rate has been reduced 
l\nd substantial reductions have also 
been ma.de on rates for indu.strial cur
rent, n10to1· current, show window and 
etectt·Jc slgn cm·rent, and the reductlon 
now b l' ing made on domestic and busi• 
n.es.~ houst• current brings about a total 
reduc t ion of approximately $20,000 per 
annwn which is l'eallzed as a 3avlng to 
the consumers or water and electric 
current wlthln the city llmits of Ru.at.on. 

"It ls the dlsposttlon of the preaent 
administration to look after the interest 
or the public at all times and to do 
everything possible to keep cost of 
lights and water down to a mln!mum. 
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Figure 2. The Ruston Daily Leader, Wednesday, August 19, 1931. Congratulations to Ruston! The addition of a 
natatorium at no cost to the community was evidence of the cost savings to the community by the municipality as a result 
of their ability to operate their own plant for many years.  

 

Congratulations to Ruston! 
TOl1l()J'l'OW R11sto11's l1 C\\ '('SI. as:<('\ , lh<:' 111\lllicipal 

natatorium wi11 -be op~11cd fol'ma 11,v t.o t IH) pt1h1i('. 'l'h t' 
.new f<wimmi11g pool fill s a l!lll/-\" felt need for I.he peo
ple of this Sl-'<'t.io11 , who havp swl'llt•rpd in tlw heat of 
many su111111 c 1· 111011ths pa~t. hal'i11g lo l1 •avr tlw 1'.ily 

tn enjoy a 1;wi 111 a 11 cl to ti 11d a <·oo l r,-•t l't'at.. 
Th !' !! CW p<•ol wa s ('OllStl' lll'lt'd at /lll a)Jpl'ox ima ll· 

<'<>St of $:! ii.000 a 11cl is hnilt of the li11<•st 111aterials that 
could I.Je oh!ai11 e1l. Two hath huwws 1' quip11<!d w ith 
sh owers a11 d utht>,r c'Oll\'t' llit'll c<·s fo r thp hut.her!> l1a w• 
been Prect ed . A divi11p; to11·pr and all o!h,: r t'l1'tip11H·11t 
lo he fo1111d al a 111ndPr11 swin1ming pool have ht•1•11 
installetl. 

11. ha s been pn id for u11t. of I h e <'ii y 's f1111d s, a11cl 

I h e people will 11 01 ht• b11nh•11 e<I with a rai se i11 t a xPs. 
Th e ei ty ad111 i11i!:'lra\io11 h ncl !;Ct\11 t.h1~ IH!etl for a ll:tla
toriunr for so11ie liuw, h11\ until 011 e Iha\ wo11ld hi' a 
r eal <-red lt t o 1ltc 1·il,v a11cl one of wh ic- lt tlw people 
would h t> j11 ,;t. ly prn11d t'.ottltl be huilt it. wa s 11 e1·essary 
to wa it .. 

I t is 01w e1r tltt• li1\t:st t.o J,p rou11~l an y when• i11 the 
:it.ate 11 lill tal, • .. ,s it!' pl:i.f'i"' 1,' ltlY ":'!.liyitrlht? ,mirth in 1•on1 -
parisun wi t h lht• siz" of 1!11• lt>\\'11. ('011grnt11latio11s 
are in onl,.•1· to 011r 111:iy""· l 'h:trh:s (' . 1:oy 11P, a11d t.111• 
.. ity's ahk hoard t>f , -rn111, ·il1 11en who hal"e 11 1ad1? I.hi s 
be,111tit'1il a11d 111:1 .~11 ili<·('III pr1>_j1 ?,·I 11t1Hsilit, , ·fo1· 011r C'ily. 

It if' :i 1·t•:tl ass,·t 1111d """ .. r whit-Ir I t11!'Lo11 i,; j11 s t ly 
pruucl. 
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Ruston Power and Light 

Latutude: 32.528690°, Longitude: -92.634841° 
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Ruston Power and Light Plant, Lincoln Parish, LA- Plat Map 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Nomination 

Property Name: Ruston Power and Light Plant 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: • LOUISIANA, Lincoln 

Date Received: 
5/28/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
6/19/2019 7/5/2019 7/12/2019 

Reference number: SG100004151 

Nominator: Other Agency, SHPO 

Reason For Review: 

_Appeal 

_ SHPO Request 

Waiver 

Resubmission 

Other 

X Accept Return 

.X. PDIL 

Landscape 

National 

Mobile Resource 

TCP 

.X. CLG 

__ Reject 

Text/Data Issue 

Photo 

_ Map/Boundary 

Period 

Less than 50 years 

7/8/2019 Date 

Abstract/Summary The facility served as the main utility for the City of Ruston. lt grew over the years, and the 
Comments: extant buildings reflect different era's of growth and development in the city. 

Recommendation/ Accept / A 
Criteria ---

Reviewer Jim Gabbert Discipline Historian -----------
Telephone (202)354-2275 Date 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR: Yes 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 



RUSTON HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION REPORT FOR: 
RUSTON POWER AND LIGHT PLANT 
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 

NAMEOFCLG: Gi-hA of ~ 
PROPERTY NAME: 713.L!_~f:th ~-+ light P~vtt 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: ;fu t. Ht~fi !we!. tlu.sfu,, 1,,,/t 71270 
DATE SENT: -~____.__,,"----1--'_.__ _____ _____________ -,--~------

DATE OF NATIONAL REGISTER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING: I 
--'-+--'-f-~------

Does ibmination meet the Criteria for Listing on the National Register of Historic Places? 
Yes No _ _ Criterion:A / B __ C __ D __ 

Has public comment been included? Yes ✓ No __ Explain: 
Whil-e. furl vJCLS ho C'olN\~VLf &:CIW\ iH pu.htic ov± fu. Medin~ cf fu 

~he Commission recommends that the property or properties should be listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

The Commission would like to make the following recommendations regardin~ the nomination (use additional 
sheets if necessary) : -rki l<M.STTY\ H-istwrc. Q,<;tyfrJ A:aw:iS°:11 C~isSiCV\ Cf Cu»1~S 

~ ~ ~ ~ LAt~ e1 "" f- ~ Ii si1:ol "" ~jiw,.,{ 1-,,a i .-!Cr d'4 to ~ hL = i~'uAA iusta,,'s iiofotsh--icd ~ · BaS-e~ ~ -ti--( 511tl~ 
Jci~~heb , M C,cimwiis.si~ :fuls :fhGt,t :tw P<i'f«~ ~ fu MediWJM t£g ,:s-Jec 

□ The Commission recommends that the property or properties should not be listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places for the following reasons : 

□ The Commission chooses not to make a recommendation on this nomination for the following reasons: 

Historic District Corl!mission Chair (Print Name) 

.JI\<(;( l'"' 

~ 

Chief Electe Official (Print Name) Signature 

1 



MINUTES OF MEETING: 

A Meeting of the Ruston Historic District Advisory Commission was held Monday, March 18, 2019 at 
5:30 p.m., in the Court Room, City Hall, 401 North Trenton Street, Ruston, Louisiana 

Commission Members Present: 

Commission Members Absent: 

Staff Present: 

Others Present: 

1) Call Meeting to Order 

Jim Hays, Charles Jimerson, Julie Mays, Sarah Warren, Tom 
Sumrall 

Wilbert Ellis, Otha Anders, Karl Puljak 

Emily Allement, Administrative Assistant; Tori Davis, Main 
Street Director 

Bill Carter, City Attorney; Neil Erwin, Zoning Attorney 

Chairman Jim Hays called the meeting to order. 

2) Adopt Agenda 

Sarah Warren made a motion, seconded by Julie Mays to adopt the agenda. The motion passed 
by unanimous vote. 

3) Approve Minutes of the October 17, 2016 Meeting 

Charles Jimerson made a motion, secondectoy SaranWarren to approve the minutes oflhe 
October 17, 2016 Meeting. The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

4) Consider Properties To Be Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

Tori Davis reported: 

The City of Ruston is a Certified Local Government (CLG) community, a program that 
assists local municipalities in protecting their historic resources. One of the 
responsibilities of a CLG is to review pending National Register nominations of 
properties within its community. The property to be considered by the Ruston Historic 
District Advisory Commission is the Ruston Power and Light Plant located at 300 East 
Mississippi A venue. Its historic functions were listed on the nomination form as a 
government building, specifically related to public works in the areas of electric 
generating plant and water plant. 

After providing a reasonable opportunity for public comment during the Commission 
Meeting, the Ruston Historic Advisory Commission shall fill out the CLG review form 
as to whether or not, in their opinion, the property meets the National Register criteria. 
The outcome of this vote will be forwarded to the National Register Review Committee. 
The Ruston Power and Light Plant application will be considered by the National 
Register Committee in Baton Rouge on Thursday, April 4, 2019. 



Chairman Jim Hays called for final consideration by the Commission. Charles Jimerson 
noted that the building is still in sound shape and it would be a positive move for the City to 
promote historic preservation of the site. Sarah Warren made a motion to approve the 
nomination of the Ruston Light and Power Plant located at 300 East Mississippi in the City 
of Ruston to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. There were no other 
comments from the Commission or the public. The motion was seconded by Charles 
Jimerson and passed unanimously. 

5) Other Business 

There was no further business. 

6) Adjourn Meeting 

Sarah Warren made a motion, seconded by Charles Jimerson to adjourn the meeting. 



BILLY NUNGESSER 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

state of lliuniuiamt 
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, RECREATION & TOURISM 

OFFICE OF CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Hi Jim, 

May 23, 2019 

Mr. James Gabbert 
National Park Service Mail Stop 7228 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Emily Ardoin, National Register Coordinator 
Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation 

Ruston Power & Light, Lincoln Parish, LA 

RICHARD H. HARTLEY 
DEPUTY SECRETARY 

KRISTIN P. SANDERS 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

The enclosed disk contain the true and corrected copy of the National Register Documentation 
for the Ruston P & L Plant to be placed in the National Register of Historic Places. Should you 
have any questions, please contact me at eardoin@crt.la.gov. 

Thanks, 

~ 

Enclosures: 
X CD with PDF of the National Register of Historic Places nomination form 
X CD with electronic images (tiff format) 

--~x~· __ Physical Transmission Letter 
X Physical Signature Page, with original signature 
X Other: Correspondence on 1 of 2 CD 

Comments: 

X 
Please ensure that this nomination receives substantive review 
This property has been certified under 36 CFR 67 

______ The enclosed owner(s) objection(s) do ____ do not ___ _ 
constitute a majority of property owners. (Publicly owned property) 
Other: 

P .O . Box 44247 • BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70804-4247 • PHONE (225) 342-8160 • FAX (225) 219·0765 • WWW.CRT.LA.GOV 




