


5 NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Temple Isr a e l Cemetary, l a i d out i n an orderly g r i d beside Lake 
Quannapowitt, is associated with Boston's f i r s t established synagogue, 
Tem.ple I s r a e l , and contains the grave of Rabbi Joshua Liebman, a noted 
author. I t retains i n t e g r i t y of loca t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, materials, 
workmanship, feel i n g , and association and meets c r i t e r i a consideration 
(Exceotionj D andcriterion A of the NRHP on the lo c a l l e v e l . 

GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF ART WORK Describe materials used, designs, motifs, symbols that are eithe 
common or unusual, known carvers. 

The e a r l i e s t monuments from. 1860s to lS90s are generally of marble and 
in a tablet form. Manv have Hebrexv i n s c r i p t i o n s . In the 20th century 
the m.arkers became lower and wider, often in a semi-circular shape 
with only a family name inscribed or i n r e l i e f on the stone. These l a t e r 
stones are more often granite or limestone. Place of b i r t h and often 
place of death are recorded on these stones unlike i n Christian 
cemetaries. Often they are from Germany and died in Boston. One case 
even notes the hospital i n which the person died. Uniformity of marker 
size, material and messages are notabie. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain religious affiliations, major period of use and evaluate 
historical Importance of burial ground within the community. 

This cemetary was begun in 1859 by Boston's Temple I s r a e l , the f i r s t 
synagogue established in Boston. Two other Boston congregations 
established cemetaries outside the c i t y i n Lynn and Brookline. 

The e a r l i e s t stones are located, as are those in ad/iacent Lakeview 
Cemetarv, near the v/ater. Unlike that cemetary, however, which i s 
l a i d out in romantic curving paths and gently r o l l i n g landscape, 
Temple Isr a e l Cemetary is l a i d out on an orderly g r i d on f l a t land 
and is planted p r i m a r i l y with low growing shrubbery. 

• * 
I n t h i s cemetarv i s bu r i ed Rabbi Joshua Liebman, noted au thor . 
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