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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Friends' Meetinghouse in Uxbridgeis situated on a wooded knoll which
overlooks the Quaker Highway (Route 146) and the Meetinghouse burial ground.
It was erected between 1770 and 1776 on land purchased from Moses Farnum,
an elder and first minister of the Meeting. The structure is rectangular in
plan, three bays wide by two bays deep, and two stories high. The wall fabric
is brick, laid in commonbond. Chimney flues are incorporated into the east
and west gable ends of the gently-sloped ridge roof. The two story entrance
vestibule was added to an otherwise austere main (south) facade duringthe first
quarter of the nineteenth century. Atthistime the 1771 entrance, which consisted
of adouble leaf door, was removed and bricked over. It was replaced by two
single doors which flanked the original door frame. The original interior stair
was removed to the vestibule addition, providing access to the second floor
gallery.

The interior of the Meetinghouse was probably renovated at the time the m
vestibule was added. A movegble interior partition was inserted, running north-
south, which divided the first floor into two unequal spaces. Panels were
suspended by a system similar to that which operates sash windows. When in
place they created two separate meeting spaces, when raised they did not interfere
with the large, single, interior first floor space. A fireplacewas added at this
timeto the east wall, opposite the original fireplaceinthe west wall, to heat the
second gpace created by the partition. The seating arrangement, dating from the
nineteenth century and typical of Quaker meetinghouses of the period, consists
of two banks of benches which face each other. The benches, aong with the &z
interior woodwork, are quite simple in design, reflecting the Quaker aversion
to ornamental frivolity. The second floor gallery, created to accomodate larger
crowds, is closed off from the first floor by trap doors. Its plain unfinished
benches and bare brick walls indicate that it was not often used.

]

Two outbuildings, thought to date from the early nineteenth century, have been
reconstructed on the property. Thefirst, rebuilt in 1954, is athree bay horse o
shed. The second, an "oxe brake", was restored in 1962 and includes an anvil for
shoeing oxen. These twobuildings, as well as the Meetinghouse burial ground
across the highway, contribute to the integrity of the setting of the Meetinghouse,
which looks much the same today as it must have looked in the eighteenth century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Friends' Meetinghouse (1770-1776) in Uxbridge is of architectural and
local historical significance. It is of architectural significance as an unusual
example of the use of brick as wall fabric in an eighteenth century New England
meetinghouse. Because the form of Quaker meetinghouses traditionally bore
a greater relation to domestic rather than ecclesiastical architecture, and
because several of the hotises in Uxbridge at that time - including the Moses
Farnum House - were built of brick, one can explain the use of brick in this
instance. The Uxbridge Meetinghouse is also a good example of the typology of
eighteenth century Quaker meetinghouses in New England. The interior moveable
partition and the installation of two separate entrances to the spaces created by
that partition are indicative of the nineteenth century custom of separating the
female and male elements of a Meeting at certain times. The austere interior
and exterior finishesreflect the striving for simplicity which was a part of
Quaker life.

The Friends' Meetinghouse is of local significancein the history of the
development of the town. The Quaker faith was introduced to Uxbridge by
Friends from Smithfield, Rhode Island. As Uxbridge is close to the border,
the settlement served as a bridge between the liberal Quakers of one state,
and the severe Congregationalism of the other. The woolen mills for which
Uxbridge is known were founded by members of the Uxbridge Meeting, and
have contributed greatly to the town's economic growth. The Meetinghouse
was restored in 1954 and 1955 to its present state with fundsraised from the
town and from neighboring Meetings.
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