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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Dr. John M. Evans House

Built in 1893 as a single detached dwelling, the Evans House is a 1% 
story brick residence approximately 35' x 50 f , located on a double 
lot (100 f xl37.5 f ). In plan, it is a local variation of the Victorian- 
Queen Anne Style.

The steeply pitched gabled roof was originally shingled with wood but 
has now been covered with hexagonal asphalt shingles. The gables are 
pedimented with a boxed cornice. The vertical surfaces are shingled 
in the lower portion and half timbered in the upper. On the east and 
west sides are smaller hipped roofs with similar gables. The east 
gable covers a bay window. The most notable exterior feature is 
an onion dome which covers the front entry porch. The dome is 
covered with metal shingles and has a fan shaped detail over the 
porch steps. The roof line is broken by three original chimneys and 
two dormer windows, the west one being pedimented, the east hooded.

The brick wall vertical surfaces are divided by two belt courses, 
one of which forms the sill line and one a foot below, approximately 
at floor level. The main windows are of two types: 1) 4 light, 
2 sash, no mullion, casement; and, 2) 1 light, 2 sash, double hung. 
Four of the windows (2 of each type) have a decorative wooden label 
or hood mold. All structural openings in the brick walls have flat 
arches.

The interior is divided into 7 rooms on the ground floor. The most 
notable feature is the central fireplace which forms a wall fireplace 
in the parlor and two corner fireplaces in the west bedrooms. The 
second story was used as Dr. Evans 1 office and is reached by a 
stairway on the rear porch.

An addition was made to the kitchen between 1911 and 1915. On the 
rear of the property was a two-story stable which is now gone.

The house has seen minor interior and exterior changes. The most 
obvious change has been the removal of the major portion of the front 
entry porch due to deterioration; although recently the owner has 
resupported the onion dome, much of the detailing and walking surface 
is still missing. Internally, the house was divided into two apart­ 
ments, these changes have been removed by the owner except for a 
kitchenette in the center west bedroom.
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The upstairs is now used as rented rooms and a portion of 
the rear porch has been enclosed as a kitchenette.

Built 83 years ago, the Evans House still retains most of its 
original integrity, both inside and out.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1940 the Historic American Building Survey conducted a photographic 
survey of Phoenix. Of the eleven buildings photographed - the Evans 
House received the most coverage. It is one of three houses remaining 
from that survey and is probably the oldest of the three. Its major 
significance is architecture, being one of the first elaborate 
Queen Anne - Victorian houses in Phoenix. It predates the Dr. Roland 
L. Rosson House (already on the National Register) by one year. 
At this time the designer of this house has not been discovered. 
It has many features of the Victorian and has been well maintained 
through the years.

The house was built in the spring of 1893 by Dr. John M. Evans, who 
was a practicing physician but was also interested in real estate 
and mining. Later residents were Dr. Oscar Mahoney and his wife, 
Dr. Virginia Mahoney. They came to Phoenix in 1883 and established 
a joint practice. Oscar Mahoney, a Confederate veteran, was the 
first superintendent of the Territorial Insane Asylum and also 
served variously on the city council, as county coroner, and as 
superintendent of Maricopa County Hospital. Virginia Mahoney was 
one of only four women licensed to practice by the medical 
examing board established in 1903.

The land on which the Evans house stands was purchased from the 
United States by George W. Buck in 1874. Buck sold it to David 
Neahr of Yuma in 1875. Neahr's addition to Phoenix was surveyed 
in 1880. The addition included the land on which the Phoenix 
Carnegie Library and Library Park (National Register) and the 
Arizona State Capitol (National Register) were later built. Evans 
purchased the lot in 1885. In 1894, Evans, who was involved in 
litigation, placed the house and lot in his wife f s name. Anna 
Anderson purchased the property in 1904 and sold it to Oscar Mahoney 
in 1908. In 1910 it was placed in Virginia Mahoney's name. When 
she died in 1925 the property was acquired by Phoenix Lodge #2 
IOOF. H. L. Faulkner purchased it in 1944, and the present owner 
bought it in 1946.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Neahr's Addition

Block 8, Lots 14 and 15
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

James Garrison . Historical Architect
ORGANIZATION

______Arizona State Parks Board
DATE

July 16, 1976
STREET & NUMBER

1688 West Adams
TELEPHONE

(602) 271-4174
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Phoenix Arizona

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE V. LOCAL___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer DATE July 16, 1976

Act KEEPER GFTHE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 892.453
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