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1. Name

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31~87

For NFS use only

received JAN 5 1987 

dateentered§£p

historic Iowa State Fair And Exposition Grounds Historic District

and or common Iowa State Fairgrounds

2. Location

street & number East 30th Street and Grand Avenue not for publication

city, town Des Moines vicinity of

state Iowa code 019 county Polk code 153

3. Classification
Category
_JL_ district 

building(s)
structure
site
object

Ownership
X public 

private
both

Public Acquisition
in process
being considered

N/A

Status
_ X- occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
XX yes: restricted

- yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
__ agriculture 

commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

__ museum 
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

_jcx other: State Fair

, Owner off Property

name State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

street & number Iowa State l-louse/Capitnl Cnmplpx

city, town Des Moines vicinity of state IA 50319

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Recorder's Office

street & number Polk County Courthouse, Court at 2nd Ave.

city, town Des Moines state IA 50309

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title N/A has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date federal state county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Condition
excellent

XX good
fair

deteriorated
ruins

unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X£_ altered

Check one
X original site

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Iowa State Fair and Exposition Grounds Historic District comprises a large 
collection of late Nineteenth and Twentieth Century fair and exposition type build­ 
ings. There are approximately 111 buildings and structures in the district. Their 
construction dates from 1886 to the 1980s.

The general integrity of these buildings is high. Few buildings have received 
alterations of exterior wall cladding over the years. Roof configurations have re­ 
mained basically the same as when built. When buildings have expanded, these addi­ 
tions have been by way of careful plan rather than ad hoc accretion. Few buildings 
with masonry exterior walls have been painted. Window configurations remain basical­ 
ly unaltered in most buildings. Condition of these buildings is mixed but mostly 
good or better.

Areas of change on the Fairgrounds have been, primarily, the in-filling of open 
ground between the main fair and exposition buildings. In earlier days, tents pro­ 
vided dining hall and display space. Since the 1960s, concessionaires have been al­ 
lowed to constructed semi-permanent buildings for these purposes. There are about 
two dozen of these buildings, mostly of a pole barn type. Since the 1960s, the Fair 
Board has also constructed a number of pole barn type buildings to provide specialized 
services. These also act as in-fill between the major Fair buildings.

Building types on the Fairgrounds include those with balloon frame; masonry \ 
load-bearing walls; steel frame; and reinforced concrete. There is a wide range of 
building scale. The Fairgrounds comprise approximately 400 acres, 240 acres for the 
Fair proper, and approximately 160 acres of campground. Campground is located on the 
eastside of the property.

CONTEMPORARY APPEARANCE

The entire Fairgrounds presents an organized plan with activities grouped into 
departmental areas: the various livestock departments (cattle, horses, sheep, & 
poultry) are in the south; plant departments (cash crops, fruit, & floral) are cen­ 
trally located; amusement area (midway & race track/granstand) is northeast, and ma­ 
chinery department is in the west.

The following paragraphs more specifically discuss the physical situation of 
the district. Des Moines is capital of Iowa. The Fairgrounds are located near the 
eastern city limits. Traveling east along University Avenue from downtown Des Moines, 
the viewer receives a clear impression of the Fairgrounds as a major eastside land­ 
mark in the city. The key intersection is at East 30th Street and University Avenue. 
At this point the site opens up with a foreground of park-like, turfed parking area. 
The major line terminates at the impressive red dome of Pioneer Hall. The backdrop



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
__ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric x_x _ community planning ..._ landscape architecture.—— religion
__1400-1499 __ archeology-historic ._._ conservation ._._ law ——science
__1500-1599 __agriculture __economics _—literature ——sculpture
__ 1600-1699 XX architecture XJ4- education (agri cul -____ military —— social/
__1700-1799 __ art _ engineering tural) __ music humanitarian
2SX_ 1800-1899 ..._ commerce , . _- exploration/settlement ^_ philosophy ——theater <._
M_ 1900- __ communications „___ industry __ politics/government ——transportation

	._._ invention __ other (specify)

Specific dates i386-1936______Builder/Architect y ar j ous_________________________

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) ^' '^CI ' a[ . A » C
Contributing Resources: 40. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE;

The buildings at the Iowa State Fair point to a past century of continuous 
readjustment and transition as the fair grew and adapted to keep abreast of the 
times. The development of this major Iowa event and attraction, in keeping with the 
fair's enlarging funtions, exemplifies the historical pattern of American 
Agricultural fairs. Since its 1810 beginnings in New York, the American 
agricultural fair was demonstrating by the 1860s that its greatest strength would be 
found in the Midwest.* There, states such as Iowa which were largely peopled by 
those who found the appeals of agricultural societies especially attractive, namely 
small, prospersous, general farmers. The fairs began strictly along educational 
lines: agricultural societies organized the fairs to improve agriculture and the 
domestic arts by competitively offering attractive premiums for superior exhibits. 
The ancient elements of informal amusement were always there—the festival spirit 
and respite from harvest labor. But commercialized entertainment functions 
gradually assumed increasing emphasis as the various amusements succeeded through 
continuous struggle to justify themselves as a legitimate integral part of the 
fair. The result is that today the educational exhibits, the racetrack, the midway 
and other amusement or administrative functions are inseparably joined in the modern 
fair. The blend of old and new buildings together form a composite of the state 
fair's transformation by which the past lends temporal weight to the new creation, 
offering its visitors both a sense of continuity and familiar scenes of their own 
immediate past. Agricultural education and entertainment thus form the central 
themes of its history, although the planning and design of the Iowa Fair and its 
elements of architectural significance also have prominently shaped its resulting 
historical character.

The themes of development worked their influence in the context of a fairgrounds 
that: (1) gradually expanded by 46 percent in size from 266 acres in 1894 to 389 
acres today; and (2) undertook successive replacements of many original buildings 
with more permanent and substantial structures (especially between 1902 and 1927) as 
well as making street and sanitation improvements, with the help of substantial

1. Presentation of the education and entertainment themes draws heavily upon 
two companion articles by Fred Kniffen, "The American Agricultural Fair: 
The Pattern," Annals of the Association of American Geographers 39 (March 
1949), 264-282; and "The American Agricultural Fair: Time and Place," 
Annals of the Association of American Geographers 41 (March 1951)> 
42-57« Useful background information also came from two articles by Earle 
D. Ross, "The Evolution of the Agricultural Fair in the Northwest," Iowa 
Journal of History and Politics 24 (July 1926), 445-480; and "The Iowa 
State Fair," Palimpsest 35 (July 1954), 261-324.

2. Kniffen, "American Agricultural Fair: Time and Place," 44, 46, 48, 50, 
52, 54, 56.
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of wooded hillsides, together with the overlapping rooflines of the Grandstand, 
Livestock Pavilion, and Agricultural Building gives the site a most impressive intro­ 
duction.

When arriving on the grounds from the east, the impression is somewhat different, 
Rising from the Four Mile Creek flood plain, the traveler climbs a long, steep hill 
and views the Fairgrounds filtered through stands of firs and cedar trees bordering 
the parking lot along University Avenue.

Dean Avenue, on the south, serves currently (as in the past) as the livestock, 
service, and campgrounds approach. It retains a rural character which complements 
these uses.

Once on the Fairgrounds proper, one's primary impression is a T-shaped road 
system. This is comprised of east/west Grand Avenue (also called Grand Concourse) 
and the north/south Rock Island Avenue. These two streets form a central spine 
which holds the Fairgrounds together. There is a grassed park-like, pedestrian 
area which runs on an east/west axis, beginning west of the Varied Industries 
Building and terminating at the Cultural Fine Arts Building. A dominant visual 
edge is the west-facing slopes of the major land form which serves to separate the 
Fairgrounds proper from the campgrounds. This hill has a ridge line running on a 
north-south axis. Once on the ridge line, the environment turns from park-like to 
a natural hardwood forest.

The Iowa State Fairgrounds has a system of landforms which consist of hilly 
terrain on the east portion of the Fairgrounds and a flat area in the west The 
hilly area comprises approximately 60% of the total site and is indented on the 
east and west facing slopes with a series of swales, creating several knolls and 
valleys. The valleys serve to direct drainage. A prominent knoll located east 
of Pioneer Hall is the highest point on the site with an elevation of 175'.

The existing on-site drainage is divided into two categories: natural 
drainage occurring along swales and sloughs on the eastern portion of the site 
and a series of underground storm drains on the flatter, western portion.

Slope analysis indicates the site to have (approximately): 05% flat zones; 
5-10% slightly sloping zones; 10-20% moderate sloping zones; and 20-30% steep 
slope zones.
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As concerns vegetation, the western portion of the Fairgrounds has lost a 
considerable amount of trees through the years to Dutch Elm disease. The eastern 
portion remains heavily wooded with stands of mixed hardwood, primarily oaks.

Over 60 acres of the campgrounds is heavily forested while the balance has a 
moderate amount of tree cover. The west facing slopes, particularly near the 
Girls' and Boys' Dormitory Buildings are planted with evergreen conifers which 
provide privacy for the housing elements and serve as a backdrop for the Fair 
grounds. An evergreen hedgrow along University Avenue provides a strong northern 
edge to the Fairgrounds. Planted in the 1930s, many of these conifers were trans­ 
planted some feet south in the early 1980s to make way for widening of University 
Avenue. A poplar hedgrow along the northern edge of the race track provides screen- 
ing and wind buffering.
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HISTORIC APPEARANCE

Physical development of the Iowa State Fair and Exposition Grounds Historic 
District can best be documented through historic photographs, fire insurance maps, 
and maps prepared by the Fair for Fairgoers. This archival material does not, how­ 
ever, necessarily represent the major periods of the Fairgrounds physical growth.

The earliest period is not represented with visual images. Of the original 
Charles Thornton Farmstead, two buildings are extant. The barn (Site #49) remains 
on its original site with a high degree of physical integrity. The farmhouse (Site 
#50) also remains on its original site but has been modified so as to remove most 
integrity. The purchase of the farmstead's 269 acres was prompted by the beauty of 
the property view towards downtown Des Moines and the north, west, and south expanse 
of the Des Moines River valley. There are no known maps of the property from this 
earliest period. It was outside city limits.

Other information 
The farmhouse did have 
a wood shed, a garage, 
1940s. Photographs of 
The pictures indicate, 
established. They did

about the Thornton farm and its outbuildings is sketchy, 
several service structures dependent to it. These included 
and a chicken house. These structures survived into the late 
them are included in the 1942 US Army survey of the Fairgrounds 
however, structures clearly built after the Fairgrounds were 
not date from the Thornton residency.

The first visual documentation of the historic district occurred about 1886. 
An antique photographic- image shows an early view of these buildings: Exhibition Hall, 
Pinecrest Lodge, Floral Hall, and 2 fair officials' cottages.-'- All these buildings 
are non-extant, although some not pictured, like Agricultural Bldg/Pioneer Hall (Site #48), 
had similar design and scale and remain extant today. Notable in this early view 
were the grounds. Looking from the plain easterly towards the hill, there was"lit­ 
tle tree plantings and no shrub or flower vegetation on the slope. A tree canopy 
began towards the crown of the hill. Saplings had been planted on the hill but they 
were sited in an apparent random manner (one tree was planted directly next to a road). 
Roads themselves were dirt with little delineation between them and the grass ground 
cover.

This early photograph clearly showed that Exhibition Hill provided the Fair­ 
grounds with its dominant topographical feature and that architectural and land­ 
scape architectural planning had integrated this feature carefully into its scheme. 
The buildings were situated across the west slope of the hill, latterly, and at var­ 
ious grades on the hill, vertically, to provide a picturesque composition when viewed 
from the plain. The major buildings had cupolas which increased the visual interest 
of the buildings in addition to their mass. All buildings were frame.

NOTES

1. Antique photographs from the period show buildings painted in polychrome



NFS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82)

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Description Item number Page 5

Photographic coverage and a 1901 Sanborn Fire Insurance map, taken to­ 
gether, presents a good idea of how the Fairgrounds appeared circa 
1900. Frame buildings were omnipresent and no masonry buildings were shown. 
Exhibition Hall continued to dominate the Fairgrounds. The cupolas of Pinecrest 
Lodge and the Agriculture Building (Pioneer Hall) continued to provide counter­ 
foils to the large dome of Exhibition Hall. Most buildings employed boards and 
battens as exterior wall covering. (The 1886 construction employed almost ex­ 
clusively this method). Between 1886 and about 1900, there was considerable con­ 
struction on the grounds, primarily between 33rd Street & 34th Court north of 
Grand. This construction provided housing for commercial activity: dining rooms, 
hotel accomodations, and exhibit buildings for farm machinery and products. Build­ 
ings built in the 1890s employed novelty siding with tongue and grove as well as 
clapboard in preference to the earlier boards and battens.

The 1901 Sanborn Fire Insurance map clearly outlines the land-use plan of 
the grounds. Buildings were grouped throughout the acreage in definite patterns. 
There are sections for camping, cattle, sheep, hogs, horses, machinery, amusements 
and race track, dining & lodging, domestic exhibits, and offices for Fair officials. 
There appeared a logic for these groupings. Animal barns were located in the 
southern portion of the grounds. Land was level here and nearest railroad connec­ 
tions. Exhibition halls were located on the west slope of Exhibition Hill. This 
location provided a panoramic view of the countryside to the viewer from the top & 
a picturesque view when seen from the plain in the west. Farm machinery was loca­ 
ted about where the present day Midway stands. Land in this area was level. It 
was also close to important services like the post office, dining halls & lodging 
accomidations. These creature comforts were located north of Grand between East 
34th and East 34th Court.

In 1901 roads on the Fairgrounds were unpa-ved and without curbing or gutters. 
The street system followed routes very much as- they remain today. Rail sidings were 
still adjacent to the grounds beyond the southern boundaries.! Paved sidewalks were 
still absent.

Street lighting made its appearance on the grounds about 1890. In that year 
oil lamps were situated2 and in 1S91 500 electric lights were established on the 
grounds.3

NOTES

1. By 1901 the Fair Board moved that because the amount of freight arriving to the 
Fairgrounds by rail was so great, the rail sidings should be increased and im­ 
proved, and some even brought into the grounds. Fair Board Minutes; State Ar­ 
chives; 12 December 1901. The next year, 1902, the Board allowed the Des Moines 
street car company to lay tracks into the Fairgrounds for passenger convenience. 
Op cit; January 1902.

2. Fair Board accepted proposal of Globe Light & Heat of Chicago to-install oil 
lamps at $3.00 per lamp. Op cit;:13 August 1890i

3. Fair Board accepted contract with Hawkeye Electric Manufacturing to put up 500
electric lights and-a'plant to power them for $4',860.- Op cit; 5 September 1891.
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As to buildings,' the Fairgrounds about 1900 continued to use those five 
dozen buildings constructed for the 1886 Fair. These were the frame structures 
already mentioned. They were constructed in haste and within a tight budget. 
Soon after construction, many of these buildings required extensive maintenance. 
Roofs were, in particular, bad. Foundation systems of many of these buildings 
were temporary.-'- Most of these frame buildings were now painted white.

Antique photographs of the Fair circa 1900 show another facet of building 
construction. The Machinery Department and the area for dining and lodging 
had grown very much in an ad hoc manner. Commercial business presented a hap­ 
hazard design and a mixed maintenance record. 2 Frame buildings with some archi­ 
tectural pretense stood side-by-side with tents for machinery display and for 
amusements like the Battle of Manila show. Commercial signage was employed on 
the roofs of buildings, facades, and on fabric banners. Most every building had 
at least one flag pole and American flags were frequently attached to support col­ 
umns of buildings. Buildings did, generally, share a uniform line of facade abut­ 
ting East 33rd Street, East 34th Street, and Grand Avenue, and buildings were un­ 
iformly one-story. There was otherwise no attempt at harmony. Tightly packed to­ 
gether, the buildings presented a commercial jungle at once fascinating- and repel- 
ent.

Taken as a whole, the 1900 Fairgrounds looked like a somewhat enlarged ver­ 
sion of the 1886 Fairgrounds. Most of the original, frame buildings remained, 3 the 
patterns of land-use were the same, and new construction concentrated mainly in the 
commercial departments. Telephone poles did line streets and this was new. Tree 
plantings had achieved a degree of landscape interest on Exhibition Hill, but the 
level grounds were still without tree cover.

NOTES

The Secretary reported in 1903: "While the condition of the grounds is now 
better than ever, this can not be said about the buildings thereon. Many of 
the buildings have been patched and repaired so often that there is now lit­ 
tle left but repairs. Time has come when many of the buildings will have to 
be replaced if a Fair is to be held. The only way in which permanent fire­ 
proof buildings can be erected is by appropriations from the legislature. It 
is absurd to think that sufficient money can be secured from gate admissions 
for this purpose when the burden of keeping the old buildings on the grounds 
in a state of safe and habitable condition is "^increasing yearly." Fair Board 
Minutes; State Archives; 9 December 1903.
Already in 1890 Fair President Hayes called attention at the Fair's annual 
meeting of the "unsightly shanties" which should be removed from the grounds. 
Op cit; 8 January 1890. 
Some of these had been resited on the grounds and this practice continued.



NPS Form 10.900-a °MB N° • 10 * 4 -° 01 '
Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory — Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Description ________ - ____ Item number 7

A Sanborn Fire Insurance map pictures the Fairgrounds in 1920. This date pro­ 
vides an arbitrary but nonetheless conveneient point of comparison of the Fairgrounds' 
development since 1901. A continuity of land-use patterns remained. The livestock 
departments were in the southern grounds. -

Cash crop, floral, and domestic displays
still clustered around Exhibition Hill. Dining facilities remained in the easterly 
portion of Grand Avenue.

A new location for the machinery and equipment displays was one point of depar­ 
ture from the 1901 pattern. Machinery Hall/Varied Industries Building (Site #10/ 
1911) was a major improvement on the grounds. This building now housed, under one 
roof, the myriad commercial displays which had previously stood in the corridor be­ 
tween the present East 33rd & East 34th Streets north of Grand. The building em­ 
ployed steel as structural system and red brick for corner piers and low walls. The 
building's design was utilitarian although barrel dormers on the northwest and north­ 
east corners provided notes of architectural interest.

With removal of machinery to a more westerly location, Fair amusements began to 
occupy the vacated land. This land-use remains today as the Midway grounds.

A minor alteration in land-use also occurred in 1909 when a new race track and 
Grandstand (Site #13/1909) were constructed. The new location was west from the pre­ 
vious one somewhat. The result of this relocation and that of the Machinery Depart­ 
ment expanded the built environment of the Fairgrounds towards the main entrance at 
East 30th Street and Grand Avenue.

In terms of buildings, the 1920 map showed many changes from 1909. Notable was 
the Departure from the circular arrangement of livestock, barns erected ift< 1886. cat- 
tie, horse, and swine departments each had, by 1920, permanent homes within steel 
framed buildings with brick clad exterior walls. Cattle and horse departments re­ 
mained where they had been established in 1886. -With the purchase of some new land 
about 1906, the Swine Department had been relocated a little south of the Cattle De­ 
partment.

A list of the permanent buildings which appeared between 1901 and 1920 reads 
like a summary of the key buildings in the historic district. In addition to those 
buildings already mentioned, the 1920 Fairgrounds also contained the Livestock Pavili­ 
on (Site #3/1902), Agriculture Building (Site #2/1904), Administration Building (Site 
#1/1908), and Women and Children's Building (Non-extant/1913).

Mixed within these new buildings were a number of the original 1886 buildings. 
Some of these frame buildings remained on their original sites: Floral Hall (south­ 
east of the new Agricultural Building, Exposition Building (Exhibition Hill), Agricul­ 
ture Building/Pioneer Hall (Site #48/1886). This group of buildings clustered around 
Exhibition Hill.
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By 1920 other frame buildings from the original Fair construction had been re­ 
located to new sites. Six cattle .barns were moved,for example, from the depart­ 
ment's semi-circle and regrouped in 2-parallel rows behind the new brick Cattle 
Barn (Site #4). Some of the small frame cottages which has served as Fair officials' 
offices were also, by 1920, relocated from the general area where the Agriculture 
Building (Site #2) stands today to a location directly southeast of Agriculture Build­ 
ing/Pioneer Hall (Site #48). These cottages provided quarters for campers in 1920. 
Some of the Race Horse Barns (Sites.#30) also were relocated, about 1909, from their 
original 1895 location north of the race track to a location west of the new race 
track.

The overall impression of the 1920s Fairgrounds was one of growing prosperity. 
The permanent building improvements noted consisted, uniformly, of red brick walls 
with light color, stone trim, and with steel frame construction. Expansion of the 
built environment extended farther along Grand Avenue on the west than any previous 
time. The new Grandstand, Livestock Pavilion, and Agriculture Building presented 
multi-story mass and added a considerable feeling of height and presence.

By 1920 the infrastructure of the Fairgrounds had increased considerably since 
1901. The campgrounds received in 1910-1911 a platting system so campers could 
easily locate their campsites. On the grounds proper, a sewer system provided im­ 
provements in waste water management.1

Roads in 1920 remained dirt as they were in 1901. There were now some stone 
curbing and this added to the definition of streets. Streets in 1920 continued to 
receive, as they had in 1901, periodic oiling to control dust. Cinders also continued 
to be spread to improve street durability. By 1920 a park triangle had been estab­ 
lished at the intersection of Grand and Rock Island Avenues.

1942 stands as another conveneient reference point in Fairgrounds' development. 
In that year the United States Array leased, for the duration of World War II, a large 
portion of the Fairgrounds. The need was for a storage depot for the Air Corps. Be­ 
fore grounds occupation, the United States undertook a comprehensive survey of the 
Fairgrounds' physical plant. (Another report was prepared in 1945 when the grounds 
were returned to the State of Iowa as proof of the federal government's careful stew­ 
ardship) . The 1942 document provided a detailed picture of the Fairgrounds that year. 
A Sanborn map from 1942 provided additional documentation.

NOTES

1. Lack of a sewer system had embroiled the Fair Board in a legal indictment in 
1915. Although the case was dismissed in Polk County District Court, Fair 
officials moved to provide a sewer system. "The Department officials have just 
recently had a survey made and plans drawn for a complete sewer system..." 
Greater Iowa; February 1915; p 3 c 3-4. This first sewer project was completed 
by F C Young of Iowa City. Greater Iowa; May 1915; p 5 c 3-4.
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Both change and continuity were apparent in the years intervening between 1920 
and 1942. Most important was the continued land-use plan virtually unchanged in 
this time. Dispite the radical changes between 1901 and 1920, the Fairgoer at any 
time would have had no difficulty locating exhibits. The same could be said between 
1920 and 1942.

Continuity also characterized the development of buildings between 1920 and 
1942. In the Livestock Department, for example, changes were in degree, as barns 
expanded, rather than in the substance of new design. Large additions to these build­ 
ings increased stall and show ring areas in buildings like the Horse Barn (1929), 
Sheep Barn (1923), and Swine Pavilion and Barn (1936).

The Fairgrounds had continued to expanded westward. The Fish and Game Building 
(Site #11/1927, 1929) joined the Grandstand and the Machinery Hall/Varied Industries 
Building in this area. Grand Avenue began to assume the look of a boulevard as its 
original planners had intended. To this end, electric lighting was .installed provided 
by electroliers- 1 Night lighting was also installed on the race track and this in­ 
creased the facilities on the Fairgrounds for evening entertainment.2

By 1942 running water was available throughout the Fairgrounds. Restraoms 
were located over the grounds, and, in the campgrounds, bath and shower houses were 
also available.

A number of the original, frame 1886 buildings remained on the grounds. They 
continued to cluster around Exhibition Hill and Exhibition Hall. Other frame build­ 
ings extant in 1920, like Floral Hall, had been razed. Cottages from the 1886 con­ 
struction period continued in use as campers' quarters near the Agriculture Building/ 
Pioneer Hall. As the livestock barns expanded, the frame barns from the 1886 construc­ 
tion were removed. Still other 1886 buildings were relocated to new sites. Building 
(Site #19) is a good example. It stood originally near the Machinery Department. In 
the 1930s it was moved to its present site and converted into a boys' 4-H Dormitory. 
Undoubtedly other relocations were undertaken but cannot be documented.

NOTES

"GREAT WHITE WAY TO BE COMPLETED SOON" "2-rows of big electroliers from main 
entrance up Grand Avenue to Rock Island Avenue, thence down Rock Island to 
south entrance." "It will make these two streets almost as bright as day." 
Greater Iowa; May 1924; p 4 c 3.
"Night Racing New Iowa State Fair Feature;" "To Illuminate Half Mile Track For 
This Season." Greater Iowa; May 1933; p 7 c 1-2.
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Although most Fair roads remained, as mentioned, dirt in the 1920s, 1 pavement pro­ 
jects began in the 1930s. 2 Until that time, the dirt had been treated with oil and 
with cinders. In the 1930s the campgrounds were also extended. 3 The 1900-1942 
period saw sidewalk construction both of the brick and of the concrete sort, the 
one replacing the other. 4 By 1942 another entrance to the Fairgrounds provided ac­ 
cess. This was at East 33rd Street and University Avenue. 5 Much of the grounds 
were also fenced by 1942. 6 In 1936 the City of Des Koines built storm sewers a- 
cross the Fairgrounds as a WPA project. 7 Additional water drains were laid in 3 
areas in 1938 to provide fire protection for the horse, sheep, baby beef, and . 
poultry buildings.8

SUMMARY OF EVOLUTION

The sum total of these and other improvements presented, in 1942, a Fair­ 
grounds vastly more developed than in 1900. There remained, however, continuity. 
The basic land-use pattern remained intact and this harkened back to the original 
1886 Fairgrounds layout. Another source of continuity centered on Exhibition Hill 
and the surrounding slopes. Here clustered a group of frame buildings. These 
dated from 1886 and before and included the Agricultural Building/Pioneer Hall 
(Site #48) , Thornton Barn (Site #49), Polk County Fair Headquarters Building (Site 
#47), Exhibition Hall (non-extant), and the Thornton Farmhouse (Site #50).- These

NOTES

1.

2.

Greater Iowa; May 1924; p 4 c 1-4. Photograph showing Grand Avenue as a dirt
street in Fairgrounds.
"IMPROVE GROUND FOR 1934 OPENING" "Contracts have also been let to fence the
east end of the new campground and for paving Dean Avenue to the south entrance.
Greater Iowa; May 1934; p 4 c 2-3.
"40 ACRES ADDED TO STATE FAIR FREE CAT-IP" "160 acre Tract to be Improve This
Summer." 2-miles additional gravel roads being built. "One road is being
built from the swine barn through the exhibitors' camp grounds, and a mile of
gravel road is being built through the 40 acres of new camp grounds." Greater
Iowa; May 1934; p 3 c 4.
"Brick sidewalks throughout the grounds are being taken up and replaced with
concrete." About 20,000 square feet of new concrete sidewalks were laid in
1936 alone. Greater Iowa; May 1936; p 4 c 2.
The idea was to relieve congestion at other entrances. Greater Iowa; May
1936; p 4 c 2.
3,600' of new fence installed by Cyclone Fence-Corp along University Avenue
and East 30th Street. Fence will have 6" concrete curbs, 8'4" high w/barbed'
wire and will extend from East 33rd to East 30th, thence south to Grand Avenue.
Greater Iowa May 1936; p 4 c 2.
Greater Iowa; July 1936; p 8 c 1.
Greater Iowa; May 1938; p 4 c 1.
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buildings were or substantial proportions ana continued to tuitill important 
purposes. Also in this general area, there were, haphazardly arranged, a number 
of small, frame, cottage-like buildings. These had served varied purposes over 
the years, had been constructed in 1886 and in the 1890s, and had been relocated 
from site to site. In 1942 they provided employee and fairgoer housing. None of 
these cottages is extant on the site today. A third source of continuity was the 
street system layout. This plan had remained basically unchanged since the 1886 
Fair.

One additional source of continuity: the use of canvas tents for exhibition 
and food booth purposes. This form of shelter remained in use throughout the 1900- 
1942 period. Although ephermal, this form of shelter gave the Fairgrounds a spec­ 
ial feel.during Fairtime.

The Fairgrounds, as they appear today, are. illustrated in the many photographs 
attached to this application. They include groups & individual views. The grounds are, 
many ways, unchanged in 1986 from 1942. Roads remain the same, but East 33rd 
Street has become a major entrance to the Fairgrounds. Grand Avenue between East 
30th Street and East 33rd Street is now called Grand Concourse but this change in 
mostly verbal. All roads in the Fairgrounds are now paved with the exception of 
those in the campgrounds which are gravel covered. Grand Avenue and Rock Island 
remain the primary roads on the grounds and give the Fair its shape.

The major Fair buildings, extant in 1942, remain so in 1986 with the single 
exception of the Women's and Children's Building. This collection of red brick 
structures continues to dominant the visual image of the Fairgrounds. The move­ 
ment, apparent in 1939-1942, towards employment of poured concrete continued for 
a while on the grounds. The Girls' 4-H Dormitory (1947/Site #17) is the largest 
example of this building technique. (It is also the last example).

Changes on the grounds have resulted mostly-from the in-fill of buildings. 
Fair attendance in one of the record years, 1925, totaled 408,363. Attendance 
in 1985 was 688,000. This increase in attendance has required bigger food service 
facilities. The Fair Board has allowed construction of permanent buildings for 
these services. Many of the not-eligible sites in this historic district are these 
buildings erected, primarily, in the 1970s and 1980s. They serve a practical pur­ 
pose. These pole barn type buildings have all but replaced the former canvas tents.

The growth of the Fair's complexity has also required new service related 
buildings. These are another source of in-fill. The Electrical Building (1964/ 
Site #15) is a case in point. This building continues the employment of red brick, 
but others,like the Feed and Forage Barn (1964/Site #85), are pole barn types.

A third source of in-fill are new buildings to house exhibits and demonstrations.
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Here again, some buildings, like the Family Center (1956/Site #12) conform to the 
red brick standard, while others like Aquarium Building (19 /Site #34) do not. 
This latter building is a pole barn type.

In addition to new buildings, older buildings have been brought into the Fair­ 
grounds. During the 1960s and 1970s, theme parks such as Disney World were popular 
across the United States. The Iowa State Fair Board supported here in Iowa the re­ 
location of selected buildings onto the Fairgrounds from other parts of the state. 
The idea was to establish "Heritage Village", a mini-theme park. Grand Avenue 
between East 34th Street and East 34th Court received mo.st of these buildings. They 
included a small railroad depot (Site #42/cl880) and the Harper Mutual Telephone •• 
company office (Site #41/1915). Reconstructions were another aspect of the Heritage 
Village movement. They included construction of replicas of a log church in Iowa 
(Site #44/1967) and erection of a totem pole during the 1965 "Indian Heritage" 
theme for the Fair. Some of the buildings in Heritage Village are actually old build­ 
ings from the Fairgrounds itself. Site #40 is an excellent example. This building 
appears to date from 1886. Its boards and battens & small scale match many traits 
of the W F Hackney designed buildings. Although moved from its (unknown) original 
site to its present location, the building is considered as a contributing struc­ 
ture in this application. Site #37 is another case in point and it too is contrib­ 
uting. The replicas and buildings moved onto the grounds are considered not-eligi­ 
ble for the purposes of this application. They in no way call attention to the de­ 
velopment of the Fairground's architecture although, they are regularly visited by 
Fairgoers.

In 1986 a small complex of frame buildings remains extant around Exhibition 
Hill. Exhibition Hall itself was dismantled in 1948. The small cottages east of 
Agricultural Building/Pioneer Hall are also gone. Pioneer Hall itself remains, as 
do the Thornton Barn and the Polk County Fair Headquarters-. All these buildings 
date from the earliest period of construction.

The sum total of the Fairgrounds in 1986 is substantially the same as in 1942. 
Red brick continues to dominate the district, especially in the southern, livestock 
section, both because of the number of buildings employing the material and in terms 
of their immense scale. Three years of Army occupation of the Fairgrounds altered 
the district minimally. Dutch Elm disease took a major toll, particularly on Grand 
Avenue between East 30th Street and Rock Island Avenue.
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ARCHITECTURAL TYPOLOGY

The Iowa State Fair and Exposition Grounds Historic District contains buildings 
which fall clearly into five building types. Structural systems define these 
building types and form a typology. Each building type has one or more methods of 
exterior wall cladding particular to its type. The degree to which buildings retain 
their cladding provides a test of integrity for the building's contribution to the 
historic district. One building type (Type 5) falls outside the time-frame of this 
nomination. Type 5 comprises two buildings of note. Several other structural types 
(like pole barns and a geodesic dome) are also outside the time-frame. Buildings 
like these and other buildings built post 1936 are deemed not-eligible/intrusion and 
are excluded from the typology which follows.

TYPE 1 comprises building with heavy wood post and beam supports. These are the 
oldest buildings on the Fairgrouonds. They include a barn original to the farmstead 
which pre-dates the Fair's establishment on the site. Other Type 1 buildings were 
erected in 1886 during the period of first construction for the Fairgrounds. Boards 
and battens were used exclusively to clad the exterior walls of these buildings. 
The buildings were strictly utilitarian in design with little, if any architectural 
detail. Most Type 1 buildings are non-extant. The largest remaining example, 
Agriculture Building/Pioneer Hall (Site #48) employs a roof system of cross gables, 
window groupings, and some decorative millwork to provide a picturesque 
composition. The scale of Type 1 buildings is large. They were designed to provide 
space for large exhibitions of farm products, machinery and equipment, livestock, 
and other domestic and educational displays. Extant Type 1 buildings all have gable 
roofs.

TYPE 1 SITES

Site #19 Buildingl886
Site #48 Agricultural Bldg/

Pioneer Hal 11886 
Site #49 Barnl885 o/b

TYPE 2 comprises of buildings using balloon frame. This technique finds 
expression in virtually every period of construction on the Fairgrounds. The 
earliest example, the Charles Thornton Farmhouse, dates prior to 1885. It 
originally contained interesting Gothic Revival architectural detail but alterations 
to the building have radically altered its appearance. Most Type 2 buildings employ 
clapboards for exterior cladding although novelty siding with tongue and groove is 
also used. Type 2 buildings constructed in 1886 have, uniformly, board and 
battens. Type 2 buildings are considerably smaller in scale than Type 1. Type 2 
buildings were designed to provide area for small displays and other service 
oriented activities, like office space. Many Type 2 buildings were without
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permanent foundations and were relocated over the years to serve ad hoc purposes.
Many have since been demolished. Extant Type buildings all have gable roofs. Most
have side gables, and some have center gable facades, a note of architectural
interest. Millwork is kept at a minimum.

TYPE 2 SITES

Site #37 Building 1886
Site #14 Ye Old Mill 1920-24
Site #16 Model Cottage 1920s
Site #26 Model Cottage 1920s
Site #30a Racehorse Barn 1895
Site #30g Racehorse Barn 1895
Site #30h Racehorse Barn 1895
Site #30i Racehorse Barn 1895
Site #30j Racehorse Barn 1895
Site #46 Women's Farm Bureau 1924
Site #33 Sieck's Tent Co. 1927
Site #47 Polk Co. Fair Hdqrs. 1886
Site #50 Thornton Farmhouse 1885 o/b

TYPE 3 comprises buildings with steel frame structural system. These buildings 
constitute the first designed as so-called permanent improvements to the 
Fairgrounds. They date from 1902 and continue to be erected to the present time. 
(Newer buildings are, however, considerably smaller.) Type 3 buildings contributing 
to the historic district were all erected with financial support from the State of 
Iowa. None have been moved and only one, the Women and Children's Building (1913) 
has been razed. Type 3 buildings cover large floor spaces. They were designed for 
a variety of purposes: To display exhibits, house livestock; provide show rings for 
showing and judging; to seat spectators; and for administrative offices. Most Type 
3 buildings have flat roofs, but a few have gable, slope, or monitor roof systems 
(Administration Building, Grandstand, Livestock Pavilion). A notable feature of 
most Type 3 buildings is their phased construction. Barns for the Sheep, Cattle, 
Horse, and Swine Departments were each constructed over a period of years, as was 
the Grandstand and Machinery Hall/Varied Industries Buildings. The level of 
architectural detail varies from building to building in this type. Keffer and 
Jones of Des Moines designed many Type 3 buildings. The firm snowed a respect for 
rigorously utiltarian design. Stylistic details were, when employed, restrained. 
In this context, however, stylistic details ranged over those popular during the 
period. The Administration Building (Site #1) has some Craftsman elements; the 
Sheep Barn (Site #6) has Neo-classical Revival; the Educational Building (Site #13) 
has Art Deco. The State Fish and Game Building (Site #11) has a quantity of 
eclectic, Italian Renaissance detail. This building is the exception that proves 
the rule as it was designed by Proudfoot, Rawson and Soeurs of Des Moines. Type 3 
uniformly employs brick for exterior wall cladding. It frequently uses cast or cut
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stone and, in one case, terra cotta with polychrome for trim. 

TYPE 3 SITES

Site #56 Bandstand 1927
Site #1 Administration Bldg. 1908
Site #2 Agriculture Bldg. 1904
Site #3 Livestock Pavilion 1902
Site #4 Cattle Barn 1909, 1914, 1920
Site #5 Swine Pavilion & Barn 1907, 1936
Site #6 Sheep Barn 1915, 1923
Site #7 Baby Beef Barn 1939
Site #9 Horse Barn 1909, 1912, 1929
Site #10 Machinery Hall 1911
Site #11 State Fish & Game 1927, 1929
Site #13 Grandstand/Education Bldg. 1909, 1927
Site #29 Cooling Out Paddock 191A
Site #31 Machinery Storage 1936

TYPE 4 comprises buildings with masonry load-bearing walls. These buildings 
were among the first so-called permanent improvements to the Fairgrounds. They date 
from 1907 and continue to be erected to the present time. Several kinds of masonry 
material are employed in their construction including brick, concrete block and 
hollow tile. Combinations of materials are also used like the Poultry Building 
where hollow tile is faced with brick. Type 4 buildings are generally smaller in 
scale than Type 3 buildings. They serve a variety of purposes like storage, small 
exhibit space, exhibitor housing, bath houses and restrooms. Type 4 buildings 
employ gable, hip, or flat roof systems. Like other buildings on the grounds, Type 
4 buildings show a restraint of architectural detail. This restraint is even more 
pronounced in Type 4 than in Type 3 buildings. While Type 3 buildings serve major 
purposes, most Type 4 buildings play more minor roles. They are, as a result, 
designed with more rigorous utilitarianism.

TYPE 4 SITES

Site #8 Poultry Building 1938
Site #18 Girls' 4-H Dorm 1930
Site #38 Inside Inn Cafe c1905
Site #75 Bath House 1931

TYPE 5 comprises buildings with reinforced concrete structural system. There 
are three buildings of this type on the Fairgrounds. Each was built outside the 
period of significance for this nomination and each of these buildings is not 
eligible for inclusion. Type 5 buildings were built in the decade between 
1938/1939-1949 and show modernistic design elements. They are notable for their use



NFS Form 10-900-a 
(342)

OHB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Description Item number 7 Page 16

of curved corners and opaque glass. The buildings have flat roofs. Each of these 
buildings is of major importance to the architectural development of the Fairgrounds 
except Site #53 and should be reevaluted for inclusion in the historic district when 
they reach acceptable age.

TYPE 5 SITES

Site #17 
Site #20 
Site #53

Girls' 4-H Dorm 
4-H Club Bldg. 
Infield Stage

1939-^2 
1938

APPLICATION HISTORY AND METHODOLOGY

This application is the outgrowth of the Iowa State Fair Board's concern for the 
continued vitality of the Iowa State Fair and the future of its historic 
facilities. In 1975 staff of the Fair initiated application for several buildings' 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. The opinion of the State 
Nominations Review Committee determined, in 1980, that the entire Fairgrounds should 
be nominated as an historic district. Mr. Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager of the 
Fair, began research to this end.

A major issue emerged at the same time concerning the redevelopment or 
relocation of the Iowa State Fairgrounds. A Master Plan Committee of the Iowa State 
Fair Board was organized to evaluate options for the Fair's future. To this end, 
the Fair employed Economics Research Associates and POD, Inc., of Los Angeles, 
California, to study development alternatives for the Fair. This study was 
underwritten by funding from the Iowa General Assembly.

A consultants' report was completed in 1979- It presented five alternatives for 
the Fair. Three alternatives centered on the Fair's present location; two 
alternatives centered on relocation of the Fairgrounds. The Master Plan Committee 
decided, at an interim meeting, to exclude consideration of relocation of the 
grounds.

An important thrust of the consultants' report was the value of the Fair's 
collection of buildings. Adaptive reuse of some buildings was recommended, 
maintenance was urged, and the demolition of two buildings, the Women and Children's 
Building and the Administration Building was suggested. The Iowa State Fair Board 
is presently moving towards implementation of the report and plans to remain at the 
present Fairgrounds.

Nomination of the Fairgrounds to the National Register fits into this long-range 
plan for the Fair. This project continued through the late 1970s and early 
1980s. The present Fairgrounds was established in 1886 at the present site. A
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celebration seemed appropriate for the grounds' centennial. Such celebration fitted 
into the broader "Iowa Homecoming 86" celebration. Homecoming was chosen as theme 
for the 1986 Fair and nomination of the grounds to the National Register of Historic 
Places is intended to highlight the celebration.

In addition to Mr. Fisher's research, William Wagner began, in 1984 a series of 
interviews and architectural evaluations for nomination material. Wagner's 
conclusions are attached to the Iowa Inventory Site Sheets included in this 
application. Much of Wagner's information stemmed from Floyd Deets, long-time 
Superintendent of Grounds at the Fair. Subsequent research substantiated, through 
independent sources, the accuracy of much of Deets' information. Deets' data and 
Wagner's evaluations are valuable contributions to this application.

In Summer 1984 Fisher submitted to the Office of Historic Preservation a draft 
Statement of Significance for the Fairgrounds' application. OHP Staff replied with 
suggestions and recommendations. Fisher submitted a second draft and the Staff 
responded with further recommendations.

In October 1985 Fisher consulted with W. C. Page, Public Historian. Page and 
the Fair Board contracted together to prepare an application for the Fair. Page 
agreed to complete additional research, prepare the text, and liaison the 
application with the Office of Historic Preservation.

The application in hand is, clearly, the result of many preparers. Fisher 
evaluated the physical condition of sites and prepared preliminary site shets. POD, 
nc. prepared some background passages in the text. Page developed the architectural 
typology and evaluated architectural significance. Wagner prepared architectural 
descriptions. The document enjoys, as a result, the benefits and suffers the 
drawback of a group undertaking. Throughout the process, the Fair Board's intention 
has remained the same: to seek National Register status for long term goals and to 
provide a central highlight for the 1986 Fair.

A special note is needed for the individual Iowa Site Inventory Forms attached 
to this application. Each site finds reflection in a 2-page inventory form. Many 
sites also contain additional information gathered in 19^2 by the United States in a 
survey project explained elsewhere in this document. This survey contained many 
excellent photographs which pictured buildings on the Fairgrounds in 19^2. These 
have been included here. This survey treated only those buildings involved in the 
lease agreement between the Fair and the U. S. Army (This area comprised the 
Fairgrounds south of Grand Avenue only.) Buildings outside the leased area were 
excluded from the 19^2 survey.
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IOWA STATE FAIR AND EXPOSITION GROUNDS HISTORIC DISTRICT 
LIST OF BUILDINGS BY LEVEL OF SIGNFICANCE

Site #/Site Location

Administration Bldg. 1
Agri cu1ture Bldg. 2
Livestock Pavilion 3
Cattle Barn k
Swine Barn 5
Sheep Barn 6
Baby Beef Barn 7
Poultry Bldg. 8
Horse Barn S 
Varied Industries Bldg. 10
Conservation Bldg. 11
Family Center 12 
Grandstand/Educational Bldg. 13
Ye Old Mill 14
Electrical Bldg. 15
Model Cottage 16
Girls' 4-H Dorm 1?
Girls' 4-H Dorm 18
Building 19
4-H Club Bldg. 20
International Place 21
Power Pavi1 ion 22 
Electrical Sub-Station 23
Model Meat Locker 2h
Model Gas Station 25
Model Home 26
Aquarium Bldg. 27
Gas Model Home 28
Cooling Out Paddock 29
Racehorse Barns 30a
Racehorse Barns 30b
Racehorse Barns 30c
Racehorse Barns 30d
Racehorse Barns 30e
Racehorse Barns 30f
Racehorse Barns 30g
Racehorse Barns 30h
Racehorse Barns 30i
Racehorse Barns 30j
Storage House 31

Level of Significance* Category
**

B
A
A
A
A
A
C
C
A
A
A
C
A
B
C
A
C
B
A
C
C
C
C
C
B
A
C
C
A
B
C
C
C
C
C
B
B
B
B
B

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
S
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
S
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
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Site #/Site Location

Warehouse
.'. ; i :."0 • ! O' ; '' ' '•

Sieck's Tent & Awning Co.
Poultry & Rabbit Display
Surplus Property Bldg.
Ft. Madison Blockhouse
Bu i 1 di ng
1 nside 1 nn Cafe
Grocery Store
Cottage
Harper Mutual Telephone
Rai 1 road Station
Bu il di ng
Log Church
School house
Women's Farm Bureau Bldg.
Polk Co. Fair Headquarters
Agriculture Bldg/Pioneer Hall
Barn
Farmhouse
Shelter
Shelter
1 nf iel d Stage
Rol 1 ing Show Stage
Show Stage
Bandstand
Fairview Show Stage
Master Jack 1 s
Steer & Stein
International Food Buffet
Beer Garden
New Orl eans Cafe
Des Moines Register Bldg.
Diamond Jack' s
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Maid Rite
Tri-Met Dining Hall
Chesterfield Dining Hall
Beef Palace
Coney Corner
W. Des Moines UM Church
Stockman's Inn
Dairy Prior
Bu i 1 ding
Bath House
Shower House

32

33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

Level of Significance
C

B
C
C
C
A
C
C
A
C
C
C
C
C
B
A
A
A
C
C
C
C
C
C
B
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
B
A
B

Category

B

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
S
S
S
S
S
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
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Site #/S ite Location

Restroom 
Restroom 
Rest room 
Restroom 
Restroom 
Restroom 
Restroom 
Restroom 
Feed & Forage 
FFA Bldg. 
Gazebo 
South Booth 
Compactor Bldg. 
House
West Arena 
Campground Office 
Pit Shack 
Sky Glider 
Ticket Booth 
Ticket Booth 
Ticket Booth 
Ticket Booth 
Ticket Booth 
Ticket Booth 
Ticket Booth

4

Level of Significance Category
**

Earth Shelter
Ticket Booth
Ticket
Ticket
Ticket
Ticket

Model Home

Ticket

Booth 
Booth 
Booth 
Booth 
Booth

Bu i 1 d i ng 
Bu il di ng

77
78

79
80
81
82
83 
8k
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93 
9^
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102

103

105
106
107
108
109
110
111

c
c
c
c
c
c
c
c
c
c
c
B
c
c
c
c
c
c
c
c
B
B
B
B
B
No
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
S
B
B
B
B
S
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

site by this number
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Ua!e^iif?^^ C=intrusive 

Contributing Buildings: 39 Contributing Structures: 1 Non-Contributing: 70



NFS Form 10-900-a OMB Wo 1024-0018 
<M2) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Signi f i cance___________Item number 8____________page 2___

legislative appropriations. Notwithstanding these changes, the general locations of 
the major functions—livestock displays, main exposition buildings, racetrack and 
parking and campground areas — remain as they were positioned on the fairgrounds in 
1886. The noteworthy exception is the machinery and equipment exhibits area which 
has shifted from the east to the south of the racetrack area.

THE STATE FAIR AS AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION AND ENTERTAINMENT

Iowa's State Fair opened at its new permanent Des Moines location in 1886 as the 
editor of the Iowa Homestead enthusiastically proclaimed': "The State Fair is a 
great school, teaching by object lessons, when rival breeds and rival machines and 
rival varieties of trees and seeds come in active competition, and their merits are 
decided by competent committees." Not only that, the visitors attend "to study the 
improvements in stock, in farm machinery, in horticulture, and, in fact, in every 
department of fair work." This educational emphasis, founded upon the old cattle 
show and the central features of exhibiting and judging livestock, linked Iowa's 
fair directly to the traditions of earlier Iowa fairs and to the antecedent 
influences of New England-New York prototypes.

Unlike many state fairs (especially further to the East), which catered 
increasingly to city crowds and became largely sporting events, the Iowa fair 
remained far more true to its earlier function of representing and furthering the 
interests of agriculture. Its distinctiveness evidently existed from the very 
start, as witnessed by a traveler returning in 1886 from visits to the Minnesota and 
Iowa fairs (both just opening at their new permanent locations) remarked: "My 
impression was, in regard to the State fair at Minnesota, that it was more in the 
nature of an exposition than of a great farmers fair like that of Iowa. . . .It 
looked to me more like a city affair than a State institution, for and by the 
farmers, like your Iowa shows." 2 That Iowa's fair has remained truly a statewide 
rather than simply a large city event (compared to major fairs elsewhere) is borne 
out be a 1979 study.* This indicates that Iowa's fair attracted 52 percent of the 
state's population living beyond the local county compared to 39 percent for the 
State Fair of Texas, 32 percent for the Tennessee State Fair, 15 percent for the 
Mid-South Fair, and k percent for the Florida State Fair. Yet another indicator 
underscoring its statewide popularity is that attendance at Iowa's fair between 1904 
and 1985 has steadily outpaced the rate of state population growth, with attendance 
increasing 450 percent compared to but a 31 percent increase in the state's

1. "The State Fair," Des Moines Iowa Homestead (September 3, 1886).
2. All Is Ready: For the Great Iowa Fair, Which Opens Today," Des Moines 

Iowa State Register (September 8, 1886).
3. Economic Research Associates and POD, Inc., "Analysis of

Redevelopment/Relocation Alternatives Iowa State Fair," Vol. 1 (Privately 
printed, 1979), pp. I II-14--II 1-16.
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population. By 1985, the number of visitors (expressed as a share of Iowa's 
population) constituted nearly one-fourth of the state's residents.^

The educational function was and continues to be expressed in buildings for 
displays of agricultural products and the domestic arts; livestock judging and 
parades, the booths, lectures and exhibits of educational and propaganda 
organizations; and demonstrations of machinery and equipment by manufacturers. A 
comparison of permanent buildings standing in 1901 with those of today reveals that 
the commitment to educational functions has remained constant. About three-fourths 
of the area taken up by buildings (based on calculations of their exterior 
dimensions) continues to be for educational as opposed to entertainment, leisure and 
administrative support functions. This shows that the expansion of 
entertainment/leisure functions has occurred not in buildings but in structures such 
as the roller coaster 0915) and the sky glider (1975). The most noticeable change 
is the educational exhibits, which in 1901 were housed in eighty-three small frame 
buildings, today have been consolidated (especially livestock presentations) into 
thirty-five more substantial buildings.

Within the educational tradition, however, great change has necessarily taken 
place as the fair increased in complexity to find and keep its place in the new 
agriculture and the modern world. By the time when the Iowa Fair was locating in 
its permanent home, the old plowing matches had been discontinued as had the evening 
discussion meetings among farmers. Fair organizers found new educational 
opportunities, however, in cooperating with the agricultural college and state 
government agencies to present exhibits and organize training seminars that 
gradually augmented regular traditional displays. Also, technical advancements of 
all kinds gpjaranteed the displacement of old with new lines of commercial/industrial 
exhibits. Overall, since 1901, the emphasis of eductional functions in the 
permanent buildings of the fair has shifted from showing rival improvements in farm 
machinery, equipment and other commercial displays toward exhibiting materials 
associated with the domestic arts and governmental, cultural and historical 
activi ti es.

The most substantial buildings of the fair, the majority of which were erected 
during the prosperous agricultural years during the first two decades of the 
twentieth century, are devoted to educational activities, displays, and exhibits. 
With the establishment of the State fair as a regular State activity under a Board 
of Agriculture in 1900, large infusions of legislative appropriations produced a

1. Compiled from information contained in Economic Research Associates, 
"Analysis of Redevelopment/Relocation Alternatives Iowa State Fair," 
1:111-11; Ross, "Iowa State Fair," 323-32^; and attendance figures for the 
years 195^-1968 and 1979-1985 provided by Bill Fisher of the Iowa State 
Fai r.
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whole series of "permanent improvements". The more notable of them include the 
Livestock Pavilion (1902), the Agriculture Building (1904), the Swine Pavilion and 
Horse Barn (1907), the Varied Industries Building (1911), the Sheep Barn (1915), and 
the Cattle Barn (1920). By 1915 the secretary of the Iowa fair could boast that 
"Iowa has what is recognized by fair managers, exhibitors and breeders as the best 
balanced and greatest livestock fair and exposition in America. . . .'" Educational 
purposes also have continued to occupy the largest of the remaining early buildings- 
-Pioneer Hall (1886, contains the museum of Iowa Farm Life), and the barn building 
(1865, exhibits "Grandfather's Farm" displays for children). Since the 1930s new 
education efforts in the main have been associated either with less elaborate 
structures such as the created thematic attraction known as "Historic Village" 
(1960s), or the substitution of one educational use for another (e.g., the 1928 
Poultry Building became the 4-H Exhibits Building), or the conversion of a non- 
educational facility into one for educational use (e.g., the Girls 4-H Dormitory 
(19^7) now serves as the Arts and Crafts Exhibit Building and the former Polk County 
Fair Headquarters (1887) is the Iowa State Fair Museum).

Today numerous entertainment and amusement activities are interspersed among the 
educational presentations and they play an equal if not greater part in the plans of 
visitors to the Iowa Fair. Some, such as food concessions, have always been a part 
of fair festivities and other mild amusments (e.g., plowing contests and ladies 
riding contests) were early conceded a role at agricultural fairs. The two main 
entertainment forms—horse racing and the midway carnival—for years, however, 
galvanized much opposition. Such diversions, many feared, encouraged lower 
entertainments—gambling, drunkedness and licentiousness. But fair organizers could 
not exclude for long what people wanted in the way of amusements. Thus, to keep in 
tune with the changing times, horse racing, being more on the border between 
exhibits and amusement, found permanent inclusion in most fairs by the 1880s. 
Carnival attractions found their place within a few years after the tremendous boost 
of popularity given them by the Midway at the 1893 Chicago World's Fair.^

By the time that the Iowa State Fair had selected its permanent site in Des 
Moines, therefore, amusements were expanding in importance at agricultural fairs 
generally, although not without great opposition. Accordingly, the new fair grounds 
in 1886 sported a racing track claimed to be "one of the finest and fastest tracks 
in the West" while at the dedication of the new fair Josiah B. Grinnell 
vociferated: "I would bar the gates forever to gamblers, jockeys, whiskey vendors 
and oleomargarine frauds, and leave reptilian monsters, with acrobats, pigmies and 
fat women to the showman, Barnam". Instead, urged Grinnell, "write over your 
portals, dedicated to art, animal industry and agriculture. . . ."3 Within only a

1. Iowa's Great State Fair—A Contrast Between 1887 and 1915," Des Moines 
Register and Leader (August 15, 1915).

2. Kniffen, "Agricultural Fair: The Pattern," 272-279.
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few years, however, the public's growing thirst for entertainment had broken down 
all opposition. By the time of the 1915 fair, grandstand officials were promising 
that "In addition to auto polo which will be played on the track, eight vaudeville 
acts have been engaged to entertain the crowds in the amphitheater in the 
afternoon. At night the 'War of Nations,' with nine vaudeville acts, ending with a 
fireworks display, will be presented. This will consist of reproducing many scenes 
of the European war."'

The grandstand, track, cooling out paddock and race stables continue to stand 
out as the most striking entertainment feature at the Iowa Fair. The original 
grandstand was replaced with a large open "steel amphitheater" in 1919? followed in 
1927 by further additions and a brick exterior. Increasing demand for midway style 
amusements has increased the number of associated structures over the years (e.g., 
roller coaster (ca. 1924), Ye Old Mill (1920-1924), and various people lifts and 
slides during more recent years). Show structures for presenting everything from 
hog calling contests to rock bands to cheerleader competitions have also grown more 
numerous to include the bandstand (1927) and various show stages (1967, 1968, 
1981). Food concessions, the one constant at all fairs, have become more 
substantial structures than their predecessors and the number of smaller stands have 
multiplied to cater to the public's increased tastes for culinary variety.

It is in the buildings devoted to entertainment/leisure and administrative 
functions that the fair mainly shows appearances of its "recent" or "post-1940s" 
development. Whereas only 42 percent of the post-1940s fair buildings are 
educational related, such buildings house 56 percent of the administrative functions 
and 86 percent of the entertainment/leisure functions. Notwithstanding these 
directions of development, however, the state fair continues to largely impart a 
1900-1930 feeling. This is because the largest most substantial (educationally 
associated) buildings date from those earlier years while the updated 
entertainment/lei sure activities and modernized administrative functions have been 
expressed through a scattered multitude of smaller, non-descript buildings.

The permanent buildings, in sum, reveal an Iowa Fair that has successfully 
adapted itself to the mechanical/electronic age and to a population growing more 
urban than rural. Educational presentations become increasingly refined as the 
blending of entertainment with instruction activities shows close attention being 
paid to remaining in touch with the modern tempo and expectations of visitors to the 
fair. In its succession of permanent buildings and structures, the Iowa State Fair

3. "The Great Iowa State Fair," Des Moines Iowa Homestead (August 27, 1886); 
"Soldiers' Day: The Largest Attendance Ever Present on a Tuesday—The 
Vets Take the Grounds, Des Moines Iowa State Register (September 8, 1886).

1. "Iowa's Great State Fair--A Contrast Between 1887 and 1915," Des Moines 
Register and Leader (August 15, 1915).
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fits the historical pattern shown by the larger midwestern state fairs. Wire fences 
have replaced wood fences enclosing the grounds. Weatherproof permanent buildings 
for livestock, judging arenas, machinery exhibits, agricultural displays, various 
entertainments and administrative functions have to a large degree neutralized the 
effects of bad weather on the holding of events. The other part of the fair not 
addressed in this nomination —its ephemeral temporary structures—continues much as 
it has since the nineteenth century although improved facilities are in place to 
service the enlarged campgrounds, parking areas, and Midway.

FAIRGROUNDS AS PLANNED RESOURCE

Considerable credit goes to the Iowa State Fair Board. The Board has been 
conscious from 1885, the year the grounds were purchased, of the need to develop the 
grounds systematically. The Board has achieved this over the years through the 
employment of professionals in land-use planning. Immediate on acquisition of the 
grounds, the Board employed Jacob Weidenmann of New York City to prepare a master 
plan for the Fairgrounds' physical development. Weidenmann was a landscape 
architect, based in New York, and enjoyed a nationally recognized practice. Other 
actions by the Board illustrate the broad historical process of their policies. In 
1890, for example, the board responded to the Fair's rapid growth by employing 
another landscape architect, A. N. Carpenter of Galesburg, Illinois, to reevaluate 
the master plan. The Carpenter Plan reaffirmed the basic 1886 land-use design and 
cemented in pi ace Weidenmann's template for livestock, produce, exhibition, and 
amusement areas on the grounds which obtains today. The Board responded to further 
growth of the Fair by the employment in 1910-1911 of 0. C. Simonds of Chicago to 
reevaluate yet once again the long-term planning of the Fair's physical growth. 
Simonds is remembered today particularly for platting the campgrounds and 
beautifying the Fairgrounds proper. After a long period of further growth, the 
Board employed in the late 1970s Economic Research Associates and POD, Inc. of Los 
Angeles, California to prepare an economic and physical analysis of the 
Fairgrounds. Although outside the time-frame of this application, the current 
master plan calls further attention to the Board's historic concern for long-term 
development of the Fair's physical resources. The current master plan recommended, 
incidentally, that the Iowa State Fair should remain on its current site, a point of 
debate in the 1970s.

Several historical figures have played leadership roles on the Board. Notables 
included William T. Smith of Oskaloosa. Smith led the drive to persuade the Iowa 
General Assembly to allocate funds to purchase a permanent site for the Fair. S. B. 
Packard of Anamosa played a pivotal role. As President of the Board, he was a 
leader in the turn-of-Twentieth Century movement to reorganize state involvement in

2. Kniffen, "American Agricultural Fair: The Pattern," 279, 282.



NPS Form 10-900-a 0MB No. 1024-0018 
(342) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Significance___________Item number 8____ Page 7

agricultural affairs. The major result of this movement was the creation in 1902 of 
a state Department of Agriculture. The State of Iowa accepted, in this action, an 
important role in the funding of the Fair's physical growth. Packard later became 
Governor of Iowa. Arthur R. Corey also played a pivotal role on the Fair Board. 
From 1911 until World War II, Corey served as Assistant Secretary. This position 
was tantamount to a manager of the State Fair. Corey was an able politician. He 
effectively coordinated his Board's desire to construct new buildings with the 
General Assembly's function as funding agent. Most of the major buildings on the 
Fairgrounds today were constructed during Corey's tenure.

Other historical figures have influenced the Fairground's development as a 
planned resource. Notable in this regard is Isaac S. Brandt, a successful East Des 
Moines merchant and booster. Brandt led a local campaign in Des Moines to raise 
matching money for purchase of the Fairgrounds in 1885. Considerable credit goes to 
Brandt for selection of a site which combines utility with beauty.

FAIR BUILDINGS AS CULMINATION OF PHASED CONSTRUCTION

A number of buildings on the Fairgrounds illustrate phased construction, another 
aspect of long-term planning. The Horse Barn (Site #9) is a good example. 
Originally designed in 190? by Smith, Wetherel 1, and Gage, the completed building 
comprises five units constructed in four phases. The building required 22 years to 
complete. Units were completed as funds for construction became available. The 
original two units (northeast and southeast corners) were constructed in 1907 • A 
connecting link designed by Oliver 0. Smith was added in 1909- In 1912 an addition 
was added on the west. Smith also designed this unit. In 1929 the Horse Barn was 
completed after plans of Keffer and Jones, Smith's associates and successors to his 
practice. Underlying this phased construction was a long-term plan devised by 
Smith. The systematic development of this plan assured the successful utility of 
the Horse Barn. Other buildings on the Fairgrounds also illustrate a planning and 
phased construction. The Grandstand and Educational Building (Site #13/1909/1927), 
the Cattle Barn (Site #4), and Machinery Hall/Varied Industries Building (Site #10) 
are a few examples.

CONTINUUM OF ARCHITECTURAL FIRMS

The Fair buildings represent today, by and large, two sets of architectural 
designs. Each set was designed by one architect or group of architects. William F. 
Hackney of Des Moines planned the first complete set of buildings in 1886. A few of 
these buildings, 1 ike Agriculture Building/Pioneer Hall (Site #48/1886) survive 
intact. Between 1904-195^, one group of architects designed every major building on 
the Fairgrounds save one.
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Smith himself designed about eight steel frame and brick walled buildings be­ 
tween 1904-1916. He worked alone and in association with associates on these pro­ 
jects. Between 1916-1954, Keffer & Jones of Des Moines, sucessor to Smith's clientele, 
designed more than a dozen major buildings on the Fairgrounds. They had inherited 
Smith's practice with the Des Moines Public School District and, between 1921-1939 
built up the largest practice of any other architectural firm in the design of junior 
and senior high school buildings in Iowa. Their success with these clients as well 
as with the Iowa State Fair Board indicates their ability to provide quality design 
for the public sector. Keffer & Jones designs for the Fairgrounds were primarily 
utilitarian. The firm used restraint in application of architectural detail and al­ 
lowed the mass and groupings of the buildings to make a statement. Two exceptions 
prove the rule: the higher level of architectural detail on the Sheep Barn and the 
Grandstand/Educational Building.

As poured concrete technology advanced,-Keffer & Jones adopted it. The 
4-H Club Building (Site #20/1939-42) was the first major structure on the Fairgrounds 
to break with the red brick tradition. This was followed by the Girls' 4-H Dormi­ 
tory (Site #17/1947). Neither of these buildings is included as key buildings in the 
historic district because of their age, but both buildings should be reevaluated for 
potential inclusion at a later time.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Fairgrounds achieves considerable architectural significance through the 
unity of its architectural composition. Instrumental to this end is the employment 
of red brick and light colored stone trim. These *materials provided the basis for 
most every permanent erection between 1902 and 1939. To list these buildings is to 
repeat a litany of the Fair's key buildings: Livestock Pavilion (Site #3/1902); 
Agriculture Building (Site #2/1904); Administration Building (Site #1/1908); Cattle 
Barn (Site #4/phased construction); Swine Pavilion & Barn (Site #5/phased construc­ 
tion) ; Sheep Barn (Site #6/^hased construction); Horse Barn (Site #9/phased construc­ 
tion) ; Poultry Industries Building (Site #8/1939); Grandstand and Educational Build­ 
ing (Site #13/1909/1927) ; and State Fish and Game Building (Site #ll/phased construc­ 
tion) . Terra cotta detail is also employed in the Sheep Barn.

In addition to the unity of these materials and colors, other architectural 
features also contribute to a feeling of uniform composition on the Fairgrounds. 
The scale of key buildings is large. Many have 2-stories. Others, like the Live­ 
stock Pavilion, have high roofs. All these buildings cover large floor space. These 
buildings make the dominant visual impact in the district. Their large scale car­ 
ries the viewer's eye across the infill of recent construction. (This infill is, in 
terms of scale, considerably smaller than the key buildings).

The complexity of Fair activities requires specialized buildings to house them. 
The Fair Board has, over the years, shown considerable concern that such specialized
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construction should reflect state of the art design. The Cooling Out Paddock (Site 
#29/1914) is a case in point. A committee of the Fair Board inspected several such 
facilities in the eastern and southern United States to determine a design best 
suited for Iowa. The results of this inspection became specifications for the 
building's design. The Fair Board's action illustrates its commitment that the 
Fair should provide a model for Fairgoers and similar building construction in the 
state.

Style has played a not very important role in the architecture of the Fairgrounds, 
Some buildings employ stylistic details, some buildings more than other, and these 
features are noted on the individual Iowa Site Inventory Forms attached to this appli­ 
cation. The Agriculture Building (Site #2) has 2-domed entryways, barrel dormers, & 
shell decorations. The World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893—and its Beaux 
Arts exuberance—is noted. The Grandstand/Educational Building (Site #13) has some 
good eclectic detail. The primary source of architectural significance for the Fair­ 
grounds remains the long-term planning required to construct the buildings, the ad­ 
herence to these plans, the planning underlying the siting of buildings, and the em­ 
ployment, of a common building material to insure a continuity of desicm.

CONCLUSION

The Iowa State Fair and Exposition Grounds Historic District represents a fine 
collection of late Nineteenth and Twentieth Century fair and exposition type build­ 
ings in Iowa. Their large scale, specialized uses, the quantity of their number, 
the long-term planning required for their erection, adherence to the long-term 
plans over time, and the unified composition of building design distinguish the 
Fairgrounds. The contribution of one architectural firm, founded by Oliver O Smith 
and continued by Keffer & Jones, is notable. The Fairgrounds also reflect the designs 
of such nationally and regionally recognized landscape architects as Jacob Weiden- 
mann, A N Carpenter, and 0 C Simonds. The Iowa State Fair Board played an important 
role in the successful design of the Fairgrounds through their employment of the above 
mentioned professionals.

The next section of this document goes into detail about the Statement of Sig­ 
nificance discussed above. The section below contains two parts: Background and Se­ 
lection of the Present Site, and Development of the Physical Plant.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE IOWA STATE FAIR & EXPOSITION GROUNDS 

& SELECTION OF PRESENT SITE

A convention of county agricultural societies was first called in December 
1353 to discuss the establishment of a State Agricultural Society and to petition 
the Iowa General Assembly to provide monetary aid for it. The newly elected 
president of the State Society, Judge Thomas Clagett, stated that "experience 
has shown that the best and surest mode of bringing agriculture to a high state 
°f perfection is by stimulating emulation among farmers by annual fairs and the 
awarding of premiums to meritorious exertion."! The first Iowa State Fair was 
held in Fairfield (Jefferson County) in October 1854. This was an experiment and 
the second fair, which followed the next year also in Fairfield, established the 
fact that a State Society for the promotion of agriculture and mechanics could 
and would be sustained by the people of Iowa. 2

As early as 1855, there had been serious discussion of securing a permanent 
location for the Fair. Society President Claggett suggested that the property 
of the Society would be greatly promoted by securing a permanent location for the 
annual exhibition. 3 The idea of a permanent location continued. There were, how­ 
ever, still some who felt that a migrating Fair was necessary in order to gain 
state-wide support and keep the Fair from becoming simply a local institution. 4 
The prevailing view remained that time had come for concentrating agricultural 
interests of the state at a central location. 5 The Iowa Agricultural and Mechan­ 
ical Association was formed in Des Moines in November of 1874. Des Moines had be­ 
come capital of Iowa by this time. The purpose of the Association was to bring 
the Fair permanently to Des Moines and to promote the interests of agriculture, 
horticulture, mechanics and fine arts in lowa.^ Factors that led to making Des 
Moines a possible permanent home of the Fair included its central location in Iowa, 
the development of extensive railroad lines, and the increasing growth of hotels 
and other accommodations for exhibitors . 7

NOTES

Ross, Earle D; "Signs of the Times;" The Palimpsest; 1954; p 263. 
Ross, Earle D; "The Pioneer Period;" The Palimpsest; 1954; p 280.

"State Fair News;" Supplement Section; Iowa State Register; August 1875. 
"Experience has shown that all persons residing within a radius of 50 miles 
will attend the Fair, and history has proven that any Fair in a permanent lo­ 
cation has proven either a partial or entire failure..." "A permanent loca­ 
tion for a state Fair, after a few years, entirely destroys its character and 
leaves it simply a local institution." Letter to the Editor; The Iowa Home­ 
stead; 12 January 1883; p 8 c 2.
"State Fair News;" Supplement Section; Igva State Register; August 1875. 
The Prairie Farmer; 7 July 1874; p 356. Capital stock fixed at $38,000. 
"State Fair News;" Op cit.
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The Iowa State Fair and Exposition first moved to Des Moines in 1879. it 
took six years to persuade the Iowa General Assembly to appropriate money for 
purchase of a permanent site. In this interim the Iowa State Fair was held on 
Des Moines' westside in a city park now non-extant. Some crude facilities and 
buildings were constructed in the park for Fair useage, but the Fair Board was in­ 
terested in a larger grounds with more extensive facilities that would be devoted 
solely to the use of the Fair and under the control of the Board.

Finally in 1885 the legislature appropriated money for the purchase of a 
permanent Fair site.^ The $50,000 appropriation contained the proviso that res­ 
idents and businesses in Des Moines had to raise an equal sum for improvements to 
the property.

The Board inspected several parcels of ground around Des Moines in 1885 and 
finally decided to secure a location about three miles due east of the state capi- 
tol building. The chosen site was a farmstead owned by Calvin Thornton. Thornton 
had improved the farmstead with buildings notable of which was his house and 
barn. J

Des Moines greeted the purchase of the Fair site with a burst of enthusiasm. 
One historian of the times wrote: "There is doubtless, no more beautiful site for 
the Fair in the United States! Situated about two miles east of the State Capitol 
it rises from the plain in a beautiful and sightly eminence from which the country 
for miles to the west, northwest and southwest stretches out before the view."4

Considerable credit for the purchase of the Thornton Farm is due Isaac S 
Brandt, a successful eastside Des Moines merchant and booster. Civic leaders in 
Des Moines initially failed to raised the $50,000 match required by the legisla­ 
ture in 1885. Brandt agressively campaigned to get the money. He not only ob­ 
tained $55,000 in pledges, he followed up and twisted enough arms so that more 
than $51,000 was also collected. Part of the money came from railroad companies. ^

NOTES

1. Ross, Earle D; "The Fair in Transition;" The Palimpsest; 1954; pp 293-94.
2. Ibid.

3. State Agricultural Society Board;State Archives; 20 June 1985. The board rode 
in sleighs on January 20, 1885 to view the Thornton farm which was later pur­ 
chased for the fairgrounds on June 19, 1885. Included were 265-91/100 acres 
at $175.00 per acre and 3 acres at $1,000.00 per acres. On June 20, 1885, 
the board moved to collect all donations from Polk County residents.

4. "Analysis of Redevelopment/Relocation Alternatives; Iowa State Fair;" Volume 
2; Economic Research Associates & POD Inc (Consultant Report); 1979; p II-3.

5. Quoted in ibid; p II-3.

A photographic portrait of Issac S Brandt appears in "The State Fair—Past 
and Present;" The Midwestern; August 1907; p 65.
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Brandt was elated with the Thornton site. Tradition credits Brandt with the 
planning of Grand Avenue, the main street leading, historically, into the Fair­ 
grounds. "Standing on the highest point (in the grounds), which he (Brandt) called 
Inspiration Point, he suggested a boulevard into the city 100 feet wide, to be 
called 'Grand Avenue.'" 1 That was the beginning of the present name of Grand Avenue 
which runs today from the Fairgrounds to the west limits of Des Moines and beyond. 
The avenue had three other names in the early days, all at the same time. It 
was called "Sycamore" from the Des Moines River west through downtown. Some 
place on the west side it became "Greenwood" and from the river east to East 18th 
Street, it was known as "Keokuk Road." With the coming of the Fair, the street 
became Grand Avenue its entire length.^

In purchasing these new Fairgrounds, Iowa became the second state in the 
old northwest to own permanent property for this purpose.-^

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PHYSICAL PLANT

The Fair. Board meet in session the day after voting to purchase the Thorn- 
ton Farm. In 1885 there were not many working models to serve as patterns for 
a state fairgrounds. The Board decided to send its president, vice-president, 
and an architect or engineer to make an inspection tour of other fair and expo­ 
sition grounds and to report back as to best plans for buildings, layout, and 
race track on the new grounds. 4 The Board also moved to employ Mr Pelton of Des 
Moines, a land surveyor, and landscape architect Jacob Weidenmann of New York City 
to plan the new grounds in Des Moines. Fair Board Minutes remain silent about the 
proposed inspection tour. Perhaps it remained unfunded and board officers baulked 
at private sponsorship. On 2 September 1885 Weidenmann and surveyor Pelton sub­ 
mitted plans for the new Fairgrounds. No action was taken by the Board. 5

Weidenmann enjoyed at this time a wide-spread reputation in Des Moines and 
Iowa. Jacob Weidenmann (1829-1893) was born in Switzerland and came to America 
in 1856. He succeeded in establishing a landscape architecture practice in Hart­ 
ford, Connecticut. In 18 , Wiedenmann published "Beautifying Country Homes," 
a collection of model landscape designs and information by various landscape ar­ 
chitects. Weidenmann returned to Europe for several years, returning to America 
in 1871. He established a working relationship with the firm of Olmsted & Vaux 
of New York City continuing with Olmsted after dissolution of the partnership. 
By this time, Weidenmann has established a solid reputation for landscape archi- 
itecture in New York State and New England. His speciality was cemetery design.

NOTES

1. Economic Research Associates & POD Inc, Op cit; p II-3.
2. Ibid. ~*~ ——
3. Ross, Earle D; "The Fair in Transition;" The Palimpsest; 1954; p 295.
4. State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 20 June 1885.
5. Ibid; 2 September 1885.
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By 1884 Weidenmanh had accepted a commission to landscape the Iowa State 
Capitol Grounds in Des Moines. He described this project as "the most detailed 
work I have ever prepared." 1 The German equation conntecting precision with qual­ 
ity suggests Weidenmann's pride in his work at the state house. While in Des Moines 
he also accepted the commission of J S Polk and F M Hubbell to lay out an impor­ 
tant residential subdivision, Polk and Hubbell Park. Weidenmann also undertook a 
landscape project for Terrace Hill.

During the 1880s Weidenmanh enjoyed numerous commissions in the Midwest. 
In January 1886 he accepted the superintendency of the Mount Hope Cemetery Com­ 
pany in Chicago. In March of that year, he relocated his office (much against 
Olmsted's advise) from New York City to Chicago. Unfortunately for Weidenmann, 
neither his practice nor the superintendency prospered. He returned to New York 
in 1888 after winning litigation to recover salary denied him by the cemetery com­ 
pany. Weidenmann died before he was fully able to reestablish his practice in the 
East. 3

Weidenmann's reputation nationally and in Des Moines undoubtedly prompted 
the Fair Board to employ him in planning the new Fairgrounds- 4 Weidenmann's ten­ 
ure was of short duration between 20 June 1885 and 2 September 1885 when he and 
Pelton, the surveyor, submitted the new plans to the Board. The Board Minutes 
are reticent about their relationship with Weidenmann but there clearly had been 
a falling out. Already on 27 June 1885 Weidenmann had told The Iowa State Regis­ 
ter that the planning of the Fairgrounds "cannot be done in less than five years, 
and those who supposed that the work would all. be completed in time for the fair 
of 1886 are, of course, very much mistaken."^ The Board's point of view was quite 
different: they wished built improvements on the grounds for the 1886 Fair. For 
his labor, Weidenmann finally settled with the Board in 1886 for a fee of $160.00.

NOTES

1.

2.

3.

"The Fairgrounds;" Iowa State Register (Des Moines); 27 June 1885). Inter­ 
view w/Weidenmann.
Harvey, Robert R; "Documenting a Victorian Landscape in the Midwest;" Associ­ 
ation for Preservation Technology Bulletin; Vol 9 #3 (1977).
Schuyler, David; "Introduction" to Victorian Landscape Gardening A Facsimile 
of Jacob Weidenmann's Beautifying Country Homes; Watkins Glen, NY; The American 
Life Foundation; 1978. Introduction supplies much of Weidenmann's biographical 
data.
State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 20 June 1885. 
"The Fairgrounds;" Iowa State Register (Des Moines); 27 June 1885). Inter­ 
view w/Weidenmann.
State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 20 June 1885. 
"The Buildings and improvement committee met with J. Weidenmann—there was 
disagreement between Weidenmann and Pres. Wheeler in regard to work accom­ 
plished for the interest of the Agricultural Society and the understanding
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The Fair Board now turned to Wm F Hackney of Des Moines to prepare architec­ 
tural plans for the Fairgrounds. On 19 January 1886, the Board accepted the 
proposal of Hackeny to make "all plans, details and specifications for buildings 
for the new Fairgrounds for 2^% of, construction cost." 1 Hackney was a very known 
quantity in Des Moines, He served assistant (along with Mifflin E Bell) to A H 
Piquenard, architect of the Iowa State Capitol Building. When Piquenard died in 
1876, Hackney & Bell became chief architects. 2 Hackney's other credits included 
Callanan Female Seminary (Des Moines/1880); Commercial Block (Des Moines/1886); 
Chemical Building (Iowa City/1886); G W Marquardt House (Des Moines/1886); and' 
a double tenement (Des Moines/1886). 3

The Board had more than $50,000 left for improvements to the Fairgrounds. 
The concentration of construction on the Fairgrounds in summer 1886 was intense. 4 
There were only four buildings on the site when Fair officials took possession 
22 June 1886. When Fair time arrived 3 September 1986, ten weeks later, 55 
new buildings were all set and ready. A story in the Iowa State Register said 
"...private parties for the exhibition of their implements have erected eight 
buildings, some of them large and well ornamented. This makes 67 buildings on 
the grounds and this does not include the large number of private booths, houses 
and sheds, for furnishing food and all classes of innocent refreshments and amuse­ 
ments." The Fair built ten horse barns that summer, each with a capacity of 
32 horses, and ten cattle barns, each holding 48 cattle. For stock and visitors, 
fifty wells were scattered around the grounds to provide water "ample and of the 
choicest kind, pure and cool." Each well was equipped with a "good strong" pump. 
Two "immense tanks on top of the hill" carried reserve water supplies. The main 
Fair buildings drew newspaper praise. "The exhibition halls are large, neat, well 
lighted and built in good architectural style, all painted outside in all varieties

NOTES

each had obtained from former President Smith. After consultation the com­ 
mittee offered Weidenmann $160.00 as full payment for all claims against the 
Board."

1. State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 19 January 1886.
2. "The Old Capitol and the New;" Annals of Iowa; Vol 8 #1; Spring 1905; p 293. 

"Messrs. Bell and Hackney, his assistants took charge of the building! It 
was completed under their supervision."

3. Various sources; "Architects in Iowa" Project Files; Office of Historic Pre­ 
servation; Iowa State Historical Department. W F Hackney File.

4. In his final report to the Board, Hackney said his design allowed for the growth 
of Fair activities. His "first study was in regard to the probably increase 
in needs of the society in the future, so that he could plan the present work 
with a view to enlargement and expansion in all departments, as well as the 
desire to secure the best adapted building for each department. State Agricul­ 
tural Society Board Minutes; 15 January 1887.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Significance Item number 8. Page 15

of colors, and styles, without violating any artistic taste. The main buildings 
are on the side of a hill thickly wooded with native trees and overlooking the am­ 
phitheater and all the stock barns and pens." The original amphitheater seated 
6,000. "There is also a fine level lawn inside the track to which ladies and 
gentlemen in carriages will be admitted, which is a delightful privilege to that 
class of people."!

Following the 1886 Fair, Hackney reported to the Board. "In our arrangement 
of the buildings we have taken advantage of the condition of the ground and the 
effect is one of grandeur and symmetry. The buildings rising one above the other 
when looking back the whole grounds can be overlooked spreading out like a pano­ 
rama." 2

To prepare for his^plan, Hackney studied the fairgrounds of other state 
agricultural societies.-5 His stock barn plans follow a popular arrangement dur­ 
ing late Nineteenth Century. Hackney described the arrangement like this: "Barns 
are built with one end resting on a circle (where the show ring is located) and 
prolonged in a radial line from the common center making each barn equidistant 
from the show ring." 3 The horse ring was 300' diameter; cattle ring 250' diameter; 
and hog ring 150' diameter at the Iowa State Fairgrounds.

Hackney's arrangement provides each stock department a visual impact. The 
barns radiate like spokes from the open lawn of the hub. Such arrangement forms 
a unity to each department visually and separates the departments in. a way a paral­ 
lel grouping would not. Parallel rows of buildings would blend departments. The 
hub plan also works intellectually. The arrangement focuses on the hub where show­ 
ing, competition, and judging—the purposes of the fair—take place.

Hackney's buildings are uniformly frame. The larger, exhibition halls, em­ 
ployed heavy wood posts and beams for support. -The smaller buildings used balloon 
trames. Exterior cladding was usually board and batten. Architectural detail was 
kept at a minimum due to budget and rushed construction. Total cost amounted to 
$69,346.65 for the improvements.

Hackney deserves considerable praise for his work. He accomplished an im­ 
pressive fairgrounds in a dose time-frame. Hackney had the ability to get

NOTES

1. "The Fairgrounds;" Iowa State Register (Des Moines, IA); 27 June 1885.
2. State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 15 January 1887.
3. Ibid. Hackney also provided a water system for the grounds. There was a 

reservoir at the top of the east hill and a steam pump to pump the water.
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the job done because of his contacts with local Des Moines building trades, be­ 
cause of his experience with public works at the Capitol Building, and, also be­ 
cause Robert S Finkbine provided support. Finkbine was a former Iowa State Sena­ 
tor and a building contractor. Finkbine served as superintendent of construc­ 
tion of the Capitol. He earned a reputation famous to this day for insistence on 
absolute integrity in that huge construction project. Finkbine made certain 
there was no graft and that every supplier lived up to the specifications re­ 
ligiously. The Iowa State Register said Finkbine followed the same ethics on 
the Fairgrounds construction: "The world knows he never puts up jobs for his 
own advantage in such opportunities."^-

The Hackney design is notable for its employment of activity areas. Each 
department of the Fair was located geographically to promote efficiency of move­ 
ment and benefit from the topography of the grounds. The livestock departments, 
for example, were situated in the southern portion of the grounds. Land was 
flat here and practical for the stabling and showing of livestock. The southern 
portion of the grounds was also most convenient to railroad lines, the transpor­ 
tation system which brought animals to the Fair. The Machinery Department was 
situated on the north of the grounds, also on flat land. The Hackney layout sited 
exhibition buildings on the slope of the east hill. The idea here provided picture- 
esque pleasure walks and panoramic vistas of the grounds and surrounding country­ 
side. The roofs and cupolas of the exhibition halls provided, in turn, visual in­ 
terest when viewed from the lower grounds.

Unfortunately there is, to date, no known overall plan of the Hackney design, 
as there is no known overall plan of the Weidenmann design. It is impossible to 
evaluate the work each man performed in designing the Fairgrounds. The subdivision 
of the grounds into departments is a most important design feature. Its evolution 
remains a mystery, although the general outline of its design remains, with few 
exceptions, intact to this day.

The Hackney design provided little in the way of landscaping with vegetation. 
There remain extant several antique photographic images of the Fairgrounds soon af­ 
ter initial construction. They picture a grounds devoid of plantings and without 
clearly defined roadways. Hackney had urged the Board in 1887 to plant trees as 
soon as possible "because a building can be built in a short time, an eloquent elm 
requires years to reach maturity." 2 In April 1887 the Board engaged Mr York to 
riant approximately 2,000 trees. These were to be about IV in diameter, to cost 
22C each, and to be warranted to grow. An eaual number of white elm, catalpa, 
soft maple, and boxelder were to be planted.-^ The Board later availed itself of

1- Quoted (without citation) in Analysis of Redevelopment/Relocation Alternatives ; 
Iowa State Fair; Op cit; Vol 2; p II-4.

2. State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 15 January 1887
3. Ibid; 11 April 1887.
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York's warranty as a number of the first plantings died.

Only a handful of Hackney's buildings remain extant today. The largest 
building, Exhibition Hall, was raised in!949due to deterioration. "Exhibition 
Hill" retains locative meaning on the Fairgrounds today. It indicates the site 
west of the present Agriculture Building where Exhibition Hall stood. The old 
Agriculture Building (presently Pioneer Hall) is now the largest Hackney building 
extant. The Agriculture Building is T-shpaed and the top cross forms the facade. 
The building is two stories and completely open on the inside. Such large space 
adapts easily to numerous purposes and the building has been used for a variety 
of them over the years. Architectural detail is restrained, the most notable ele­ 
ment being a cupola. Roof originally employed crenelations. Exterior walls are 
boards and battens. Rafters are exposed on exterior. There are celestory win­ 
dows on the second floor. Window framing is simple. Horizontal wood trim 
surrounds the building on several levels and breaks the monotony of the vertical 
boards and battens. The building featured several flag poles with the clear intention 
exhuberantly to display Old Glory.

Most of Hackney's buildings employed, more or less, these same architectural 
elements. The buildings were intended to provide simple, functional shelter for 
only short occupancy during the year. A complete list of Hackney's buildings is 
unavailable. The following is a composite list of those mentioned in print 
sources and those pictured in antique images with their names painted on exterior 
walls. Asterisks indicate extant buildings.

Fruit & Floral Hall 
Exposition Hall
*Agriculture Kail (Site #48/1886) 
Power Hall (Machinery Department) 
Dairy Hall 
Poultry Building 
Cattle Barns 
Horse Barns 
Swine Pens (w/o roof) 
Sheep Cotes (w/o roof)

*Polk County Fair Headquarters (Site #47/1886)
*Building (Site # 19/1886) 
Amphitheater

NOTES

Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair w/W C 
Page. April 1986.
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During this first period of Fair construction, the Board allowed commercial 
exhibitors to construct buildings ad hoc on the grounds. These buildings conform­ 
ed to their specific departmental areas, but the quality of construction and main­ 
tenance varied. By 1890 the Fair present a clutter of commercial buildings. To 
preserve order, State Agricultural Society President Hayes proposed that "our 
grounds should be laid out by a competant landscape engineer." Hayes noted that 
"unsightly shanties should be removed and the grounds beautified."! The fruit of 
hasty construction had also begun to surface. "Because of want of money the 
buildings of the Fair were orginally built quite imperfectly." Hayes cited lack 
of ventilation, battered and leaky roofs (unsafe for show horses, unfit for man 
or sulky housing, and resulting in reduced entries). The same was true of the cat­ 
tle and draft horse barns.

The Board moved to solve this problem. On 21 March 1890, the Board contract­ 
ed with A N Carpenter of Galesburg, Illinois to draw up a master plan of the Fair­ 
grounds. Carpenter (1828-1906) established a successful, regional landscape ar­ 
chitectural practice in the Midwest. He is today remembered for his work in Quincy, 
Illinois (Riverside Park) and in Peoria, Illinois (Bradley Park). Carpenter submit­ 
ted his preliminary plan for the Iowa State Fairgrounds on 18 June 1890 before the 
Board. He recommended the removal of a number of buildings so others could be 
built and conform to the remaining ones. Carpenter presented his final ground 
plans on 13 August 1890. This plan remains extant and is housed in the Fair's 
museum building (Polk County Fair Headquarters Building).

The Carpenter Plan is a graphic presentation of various land grades, water 
pipes, sewer systems, surface water catch basins, boundary lines with property 
measurements, buildings, avenues, walks, a race track, lake, creek, fences, foot 
bridges & pump and boiler houses. The plan contains a list and location of "Trees 
Now Growing" and a "List of Trees and Shrubs to be planted."4 The Carpenter Plan 
is the first master plan for the Fairgrounds available for study.

The Carpenter Plan included a campgrounds in its design. This had been a 
priority of President Carpenter. ("Multitutdes of campers descended upon the 
last Fair. It is our special desire to attract and not estrange this class of 
our visitors. The extension of the camp and the introduction of more conveniences 
is work that should not be postponed").5 The Carpenter Plan provided for roads, 
horse corrals, fences, trees (specific as to species and location), a Grand Army

NOTES

1.
2.
3.
4.

State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 8 January 1890,
Ibid.
Ibid; 21 March 1890.
"Iowa State Fair Ground/Des Moines, Iowa." A N Carpenter Masterplan dated 
1890. Ink on linen backed paper. 

5. state Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 8 January 1890.
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of the Republic area to include a hall, a water tower, and a tenant house.

Another interesting feature of the Carpenter Plan is its concern for a water 
system. Carpenter designed a specific plan in this regard ("For plans of the wa­ 
ter works see the plans we made expressively for that purpose showing water tower 
etc etc and specifications for the same"). The location of this document is not 
known. Included in the design was "Crystal Lake" (where the present speed barns 
now stand) and "Silver Creek" which ran, north to south, through the present site

NOTES

"A. N. Carpenter, the American Landscape Architect, at Galesburg, was 
born in Rehoboth, Bristol Co., Mass., June 2, 1828. His parents were Asaph 
and Caroline Carpenter, natives of Massachusetts, and of English descent, 
and reared two sons and two daughters, Asaph Newton being the eldest. The 
senior Mr. Carpenter was a farmer, and had lived his fourscore years, when 
his demise took place at Norton, Mass. His widow still survives him, and is 
76 years of age, and now resides at Taunton, Mass.

"The subject of this sketch was educated in the common schools, and 
from his 18th to 21st year served an apprenticeship at carpentering. This 
trade he followed for about 18 years. In 1854 he moved from Massachusetts 
to Janesville, Wis., and during the same year to Galesburg. While working 
at his trade he studied architecture, and planned many of the prominent build­ 
ings which he erected, and also furnished plans for contractors in the East­ 
ern and Western States. In landscape architecture, Mr. C. is the pioneer 
in the United States. He was only 15 years of age when he conceived the 
idea of reducing landscape ornamentation to a practical science, and it re­ 
quired many years of patient study, application and experience to bring the 
work to what is now termed a profession, of which he is the master. Mr. 
Carpenter was also the first man to give this profession its name, 'land­ 
scape architecture,' and since 1870 he has devoted his entire time to this, 
his profession, and has furnished plans for some of the finest homes in 
this country, as well as for farms, parks, cemeteries and many other public 
and private grounds. Duplicates of these have been called for in Europe. 
No such showing as that of Mr. Carpenter can be found in any other office or 
studio. His office is nearly a museum of art, as he keeps a photograph of 
all his plans; none are duplicated or used again, as he makes every subject 
a separate study, and as they are each made to order and for special purposes, 
No two plats of grass even are formed alike, nor in his estimation could one 
be properly exchanged for another without losing sight of the main ends 
sought in each. It is surprising to note the perfection and simplicity to 
which the mind of Mr. Carpenter, unaided by any precedent, has brought this 
art and reduced it to practical use. To accomplish this he has had to con­ 
tend with the wealth and education of other established professions, and 
that he has brought his art to the favorable notice of the moneyed public the
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of the Varied Industries Building. Neither these man-made features was construct­ 
ed and an inadequate water system continued to plague the Fairgrounds. It was to 
involve the Board in a lawsuit in 190 .

The Carpenter Plan is conservative. It accepts the givens of departmental, 
of road, and of major building sites. The plan addresses fundamental questions 
which were unaddressed by construction in 1886 (land grades, sewer system, land­ 
scaping) and provides acceptable solutions to these problems. The plan is compre-

NOTES

patronage which he receives fully attests. He is constantly employed and has 
inaugurated a branch of art which will perpetuate his name as long as the 
world loves the beautiful. To those who do not fully understand the term 
'landscape architecture, 1 we give Mr. Carpenter's own definition, namely: 
making clear, distinct plans to a scale in advance of the work for a farm, 
park, cemetery, public or private grounds; establishing the surface and under- 
draining, etc.; sewer and water systems; locating and forming the avenues, 
walks, fences, lakes, fountains; the various kinds of trees, shrubs, flowers, 
etc., so that everything will not only be beautiful, but harmonious and of 
utility, for the party and purpose to which the place is to be devoted. 
This Mr. carpenter maps out clearly and distincly in advance of the work to 
be done, so that the proprietor and others can fully comprehend it and count 
the cost before actual work is commenced upon the place. By this method 
the plan is also made plain to those who are to perform the work, and this 
is a matter of economy of time, money and labor to all concerned. Economy 
intelligently enters into the whole plan, which is the forte of Mr. Car­ 
penter in all his transactions and is one secret of his remarkable suc­ 
cess and popularity. He has published a little pamphlet which he will send 
to all applicants, and takes pleasure in exhibiting the numberless drafts 
and outlines, the result of his tast and,ingenuity brought out by years 
of study and experience.

"Mr. Carpenter was married at Westerly, R.I. Nov. 20, 1853, to Miss 
Mary Elizabeth Winterbottom, a native of Connecticut, who has borne him two 
children-Mary Isabelle, now Mrs. D. W. Bunker, and Carrie E., who died in 1874, 
at the age of 16 years and 7 months.

"In the battles of life Mr. Carpenter has relied upon his individual re­ 
sources, the recipient of no bounties or legacies. What he has accomplished 
is to be credited to his own efforts, prudence and industry." History of Knox 
County, Illinois; pp 919-920.
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hensive in scope. The•Carpenter Plan sets aside land unused in 1890 but pro­ 
jected for growth. He terms this land "reserves" and provides surh expansion 
space for country cottages, dining halls, a race track park, hitching park and 
machinery display. Each of these reserves abuts land used in 1890 for similar 
purposes.

The Carpenter Plan surveyed and mapped a comprehensive "List of trees now 
growing." These included elm, white oak, black oak, hickory, burr oak, wild 
cherry, honey locust, linn, hackberry, coffee nut, Scotch pine, European larch, 
Austrian pine, Norway spruce, and white pine. In addition, the Carpenter Plan 
included a "List of trees and shrubs to be planted." These included American 
arborvita, catalpa, Norway maple, hard maple, elm, linn, hackberry, magnolia ac- 
cuminata, cut leaf birch, red cedar, and, concerning shrubs, snowball, cranberry, 
white lilac, Prussian lilac, upright honeysuckle, weigelica rosea, and various 
climbing vines for the restrooms.

The Carpenter Plan shows less concern for buildings than for the landscape. 
Most of Hackney's buildings remain on the Fairgrounds. The few recommended for 
removal were sited, incoveniently, in street thoroughfares. (Streets were unpaved, 
and commercial displays built ad hoc). The Carpenter Plan does not address the 
deterioration of livestock and exhibition buildings. The plan genuflects before 
retention of officials' housing. These cottages included the "President's House," 
"Vice-President's House," "Secretary & Treasurer's House," and "Superintendent of 
Privledges House." ("Priveldges" meant "concessions" in 1890). These cottages 
were located in prime land where today the Agriculture Building stands. Officials' 
used these cottages during Fairtime. The Administration Building provided the same 
purpose after its construction in 1908.

The Machinery Department provided a problem. Commercial display often leads, 
without regulation, to disorder. More than any other section of the Fair, this 
Department (and, to a certain extent the adjoining dining hall area) presented a 
pluralism of buildings both in terms of design and maintenance. The Carpenter 
Plan's solution to the problem was restrained. Basically, it recommended two 
large, flower gardens, one round, the other oval. These were to be located at the 
hub of the intersection of Grand Avenue and Rock Island. The Machinery Department 
would remain north of the Rock Island intersection with Grand. By their large 
scale, the two streets and the gardens (which were centered in them) would impose 
an order on this section of the Fairgrounds. (0 C Simonds found, to preview, in 
1910 that the Machinery Grounds remained a problem. His solution differed radical­ 
ly from the Carpenter Plan).



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Ho. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Significance _______Item number 8_____m______Page 22___

Implementation of- the Carpenter Plan was slow. The Board advanced to il­ 
luminate the grounds and accepted a contract to put up 500 electric lights and 
a power plant in 1891. l The Board also acted to maintain the fabric of the im­ 
provements as illustrated in 1892 when they employed Ilr Liebbe, architect of Des 
Moines, to design repairs for the grandstand damaged by a storm. 2 Exhibitors con­ 
tinued to complain about inadequate facilities for the housing and showing of live­ 
stock. 3

The United States as a nation suffered an economic panic in 1893. This com­ 
bined with bad weather and poor crops in Iowa in 1394. .As a result, the 1894 
Iowa State Pair was a failure. It posted a deficit of $25,000, the nadir of in­ 
debtedness for that time. Only after citizens of Des Moines guaranteed financial 
assistence did the Board agree to hold a state fair in 1895. The Board postponed 
improvements of the Fairgrounds and the Carpenter Plan remained an unimplemented 
design. • —-

A major redirection of development on the Fairgrounds coincided with the Iowa 
State Fair becoming an agency of state government. In 1902 the Twenty-eighth Iowa 
General Assembly passed a bill authorizing creation of a Department of Agriculture. 
The bill also created a Board of Agriculture to direct the department. 4 In effect, 
the State Agricultural Society became the Board of Agriculture.

NOTES

1. State Agricultural Society Board Minutes; State Archives; 13 August 1890. 
Hawkeye Electric Manufacturing, contractor, for $4,860.

2. Ibid; 19 July 1892.
3. Ibid; 27 August 1890.
4. Ibid; Minutes for January 1902.
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This reorganization brought state government directly into the Fair's bus­ 
iness. What followed was a period of substantial appropriations from the legis­ 
lature, beginning in 1902 with construction of the Livestock Pavilion, for so-called 
"permanent improvements" on the Fairgrounds. The period saw new construction on a 
magnificant scale. It included such fine exposition buildings as the present 
Agricultural Building (1904), the Administration Building (1908), the aforemen­ 
tioned Livestock Pavilion (1902), Grandstand/Education Building (1909/1927), and 
large barns for sheep, swine, horses, and cattle. The new Board intended the 
Fairgrounds to project an image of grandeur, permanence, park-like beauty, and a 
source of state pride. Important features included paved walks, street curbing, 
weather-tight roofs, and good shelter from inclement weather. A collection of 
about a dozen large, major buildings were constructed during this period. All but 
one remain extant today and form the backbone of present Fairgrounds.

As already mentioned, the Livestock Pavilion (1902) was first of the permanent 
improvements. The Board employed an out-of-state firm for architectural design. 
Reeves and Baillie, Peoria, Illinois, provided plans. This building was the first 
to employ iron and steel as a structural system on the Fairgrounds. The building 
established a precedence in the use of dark red brick and light colored stone trim.

The next major improvement, the Agriculture Building (1904) demonstrated the 
work of a local, Des Moines architectural firm, Smith & Gage. The design repeats 
the red brick and stone trim of the Livestock Pavilion. Notable are the large, 
barrel dormers on the building and the two domed entryways. The building appears 
as a vernacular interpretation of Beaux-Arts style popular at the 1893 World's Co­ 
lumbian Exposition in Chicago. Charles Weitz & Sons of Des Moines served as gen­ 
eral contractor for the Agriculture Building as they had for the Livestock Pavil- 
™ 2ion.

The Agricultural Building began cooperation between the Fair Board and one 
architectural firm which lasted for more than three decades, and, in some respects, 
continues to the present day. Before the telling of this story, the narrative will 
first discuss the Fair Board's long-term planning.

The period prior to and during World War I is widely remembered as a Golden 
Age of agriculture. Prosperity v/as all but assured whomever undertook farming.

NOTES

1- The Livestock Pavilion was a turning point for design of Fair buildings because 
of its structural- system and brick cladding. The building must be understood as 
a: response to a new direction from the Fair Board rather than the result of Reeves 
& Baillie*s influence over design.

2. "Exhibition Building/Fair Ground, Des Moines, Iowa;" "Smith & Gage, Architect." 
Original building plans; Ink on linen backed paper. Office files; Karl Keffer 
Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA.
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State fairs across the farm belt improved their grounds. In 1908 Iowa had the 
largest acreage of any major state fair with 280 acres. The next biggest was 
Minnesota with 247 acres. ̂- In terms of value of improvements, Ohio ranked first 
with $800 millions; Illinois second with $750 million; Minnesota third with $500 
million; and Michigan, New York, and Iowa tied for fourth with approximately $400 
million each.

In Iowa, the Fair now enjoyed the support of state appropriation and a boom­ 
ing economy. The Fair Board decided to underwrite another comprehensive plan for 
the Fairgrounds in 1910. Two decades had already passed since the Carpenter Plan. 
The Fair Board prepared a Request for Proposal and sent it to the major landscape 
architectural planners in the United States. In a letter dated 15 February 1910, 
Secretary Simpson of the Board submitted drawings of the Fairgrounds and the re­ 
quest for a contract bid to the firm of Frederick Law Olmsted. Olmsted the Youn­ 
ger thanked the Secretary in a letter dated 21 February 1910 but said the firm's 
time table was so complete as to be unavailable for long term commitment.^

The Fair Board evidently also sent a RFP to O C Simonds of Chicago because 
his was the firm that accepted the assignment. Simonds (1855-1931) was a founder 
and sometime president of the American Society of Landscape Architects. Trained 
originally as an engineer. Simonds broadened his scope to include landscaping. 
He performed work for Iowa State University on the Central Campus and for Lake La- 
verne landscape design.

Simonds 1 master plan for the Iowa State Fairgrounds remains extant, today, in 
the form of a drawing on brown paper with water color at the Fair's museum. No 
other archival material has come to light as yet. The Simonds 1 plan proposed build­ 
ings, roads & landscaping. It included buildings already on site (Grandstand; Ag­ 
riculture; Administration; Livestock Pavilion; Cattle, Horse & Swine Barns; and 
Agriculture Bldg (Pioneer Hall) . The plan also projected new buildings: Machinery 
Hall (Varied Industries Building), a second Livestock Pavilion (west of the present 
one), removal of Exhibition Hall; an open air stage & seating at the present site 
of Fairview Stage; a model farm in the northeastern area of the grounds; a new 
Sheep Barn; campground roads and landscaping; and three large, multi-domed buildings, 
one east of the Agriculture Building Stwo north of the Agriculture Building. Design 
of these three large buildings was influenced by neoclassical revival taste as the

NOTES

1. Greater Iowa; "Table of Comparative Statistics of State Fairs for 1908;" 
5 June 1909; p 3.

2. Ibid.
3. Frederick Law Olmsted Archives; Brookline, Massachusetts. Research courtesy 

Robert R Harvey, Iowa State University, Ames, IA.
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domed buildings suggested. ̂

Lack of archival material makes an assessment of Simonds ' plan difficult. 
Fair Board Secretary's letter to Olmsted, however, survives, and indicates what 
the Fair Board wished to achieve through the new master plan. One can assume simi­ 
lar specifications were sent to Simonds. These specifications included:

"B. Group or general plan showing the grounds in 
their present state of improvement; permanent buildings 
to be plainly designated from temporary buildings or 
buildings to be removed in carrying out scheme for per­ 
manent arrangement of grounds.

"C. A group or general plan showing the entire pro­ 
perty, with the location of buildings, drives, walks, 
sewers and water mains, line for .lighting, etc. in­ 
dicated.

"F. Make a complete engineering plan showing loca­ 
tion and grades of all walks and drives , cuts and fills 
on the grounds , and engineering grade levels for the 
location of all buildings.

NOTES

"OSSIAN COLE SIMONDS was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1855. He took his 
degree as Civil Engineer from the University of Michigan in 1878 and for a 
time was a member of the architectural firm of Holabrid, Simonds & Roche in 
Chicago. He then became superintendent and landscape architect of Chicago's 
Graceland Cemetery, which he developed into one of the most remarkable park- 
like cemeteries of the Western World. After 1888 he branched out into an ex­ 
tensive private practice, starting with the layout of Fort Sheridan, Illin- 
nois; but Graceland continues to be regarded as his masterpiece. The ASLA 
elected him president in 1913, the first sign of a move away from the Atlan­ 
tic seaboard. In 1929 the University of Michigan conferred upon him the hor- 
orary degree Master of ARts, citing his creative work in landscape architecture 
In his latter years his firm was known as Simonds, West & Blair. He died in 
Chicago, November 20, 1931. Newton, Norman T; Design on the Land; The Devel­ 
opment of Landscape Architecture; Harvard University Press; 1971; pp 389-90.
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"The present and proposed buildings and other 
improvements shall be rendered or washed in v/ith 
brush and water color so as to make apparent the 
disposition of buildings, driveways, shrubbery, 
flower beds, etc, without shading or shadows.'l]-

Although these specifications are loosely worded, the Fair Board clearly intended 
the master plan to overhaul the Fairgrounds.

The program Simonds recommended is likewise clear, even from the scanty mater­ 
ial available. In addition to the neoclassical revival taste noted above, the 
Simonds Plan recommended four-square retention of the departmental areas as developed 
on the Fairgrounds since 1886. The Simonds Plan confirmed what the Carpenter Plan 
had confirmed twenty years earlier—that the basic land-use design of the Fairgrounds 
was sound.

A specific result of the Simonds appeared immediately following submission of 
the report in 1911. The campgrounds were newly platted. Campsites received "addres­ 
ses" so to better organize the facility. 2 The map on the following page illustrates 
this new plat.

One other reorganization occurred at the same time the Simonds Plan was sub­ 
mitted to the Fair Board. This is the kind of rationalization that interested Si­ 
monds. 3 His recommendation had, possibly, heavy influence. The matter concerned 
the relocation of the Machinery Department. As noted in other sections of this ap-

NOTES

Letter, J C Simpson, Secretary State Department of Agriculture to Olmsted Bro­ 
thers, 15 February 1910. Job Correspondence File; Olmsted Archives; Brookline, 
Massachusetts. Research courtesy Robert R Harvey; Iowa State University. 
"Back from the crown of the hill are the camping grounds so ideally located 
for camping, with their well-laid-out avenues, waterworks, and electric lights, 
and beautiful trees. The camp grounds have been platted, the streets numbered, 
and the avenues lettered. The camper can always be located by his friends, for 
he is registered at camper's headquarters by street and number." Greater Iowa; 
May 1913; p 6 c 1. "The streets are numbered and lettered, and the blocks al- 
bear numbers. White posts have been placed to mark the streets, and laready 
the lights have been replaced to correspond with these new blocks." Greater 
Iowa; 13 July 1912; p 2 c 3. 
Telephone interview: Robert R Harvey w/W C Page; Spring 1986.
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plication, the commercial displays presented a discordant note on the Fairgrounds. 
The area between East 33rd Street and East 34th Street (north of Grand) was a jum­ 
ble of buildings. In 1911 the entire commercial component of the Fair was reloca­ 
ted and organized under one roof. Machinery Hall/Varied Industries Building was 
constructed by the Fair Board and space thereafter rented to exhibitors. This ef­ 
fectively relocated commercial displays about one block west from the old site. 
Such action at once provided better facilities for commercial exhibitors and, be­ 
cause the old frame buildings were removed, beautified the grounds.

The Des Moines firm Smith & Gage, it will be remembered, designed the Agricul­ 
ture Building in 1904. Oliver 0 Smith also worked independently on designed pro­ 
jects while a partner with Gage. When Frank Wetherell joined the firm, about 1908, 
Smith continued both in partnership and independent design. Over time, Smith was 
to be the principal with the Fair Board. Wetherell established his own firm about 
1915 and Gage died about the same time.

For the record, the firm Smith and Gage designed the following Fair buildings:

Agriculture Building 1904 Site #2 
Cattle Barn (part) 1914 Site #4

The firm Smith, Wetherell, & Gage designed

Horse Barn (part) 1907 Site #9
Administration Bldg 1908 Site #1
Swine Barn 1914 Site #5

Oliver 0 Smith designed, under independent name

Cattle Barn (part) .. 1909 Site #4
Horse Barn (part) 1909 Site #9
Grandstand 1909 Site

Long-term planning was an important component for the success of these buildings, 
Their architectural significance stems, to a considerable degree, from systematic de­ 
sign. The grandstand (1909, 1927/Site #13) .is a case in point. It was designed by 
Smith for a two-phased construction. An architect's drawing illustrates in 1909 the 
proposed grandstand.! It shows spectator seating and a roof as one phase and an en-

NOTES

1. Greater Iowa; 15 May 1909; p
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closed space under the tiered-seating as a second phase. The Fair Board carried 
through this plan, although it required 18 years for realization. The spectator 
phase was completed in 1909. The enclosed area was completed in 1927 as the 
Educational Building (Site #13). This original drawing is encluded with Iowa Site 
Inventory Form #13 in this document.

Phased construction is evident in other buildings on the Fairgrounds. The 
Horse Barn (Site #9) is a good example. Originally designed by Smith / Wetherell, & 
Gage in 1907, the completed building comprised five components built in four stages. 
The first 2 components were constructed in 1907. They stand at the southeast and 
northeast corners of the building. A third component, designed by Oliver 0 Smith, 1 
was constructed in 1909 and joined the original components into one unit. In 1912 
yet another addition was completed to the west. The building was completed in 1929 
with a component which presently serves as west facade. The Horse Barn (Site #9) 
presents a unified, architectural composition. Red brick building material and 
stone trim remain constants throughout the construction phases.and contribute to 
the unified feeling. The employment of symmetry also contributes to this feeling. 
The original 2 components were sited in a way to allow for systematic expansion. 
In all, the Horse Barn required 22 years and four phases to complete.

Each of the other livestock barns does, in fact, illustrate a planned expansion. 
The Cattle Barn (Site #4) required 11 years and 3 phases; the Sheep Barn (Site #6) 
8 years and 2 phases; the Swine Pavilion and Barn (Site #5) 29 years and 2 phases.

Another reason for the Fairgrounds' unity of composition is the continuity of its 
architectural designers. Karl Keffer had entered Oliver O Smith's practice about 
1915. Keffer continued Smith's practice after his early death in 1916. 'This inclu-

NOTES

1. "Oliver O. Smith (1868-1916) was a "widely known architect." "Mr. Smith was 
the son of J. B. Smith, who died several years ago. His father also was an 
architect. He had lived all his life in Des Moines, where he was born forty- 
eight years ago. Mr. Smith received his early education in local schools and 
studied later in St. Louis and Boston. His labors were confined to designing 
buildings in this city. (Ed note: Smith had a wider practice than this as his 
1902 design for the Monroe County Courthouse at Albia, Iowa indicates). Mr. 
Smith was a member of the firm of Smith & Keffer. Recently he was appointed 
architect for the school board. The Historical building, the city library, 
Mercy hospital and all of the buildings at the fair grounds are some of the 
structures for which he drew the plans." The Register and Leader; Des Moines, 
IA; 29 May 1916; p 1 c 6. Page one

2. "To Build New $50,000 Horse Barn/Completing the Original Plan of the Iowa 
State Fair Horse Barn..." Greater Iowa; April 1929; p 8 c 1-4.
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ded Smith's work with the Des Moines School Board. School design would develop into 
a staple for Keffer. Keffer also succeeded into Smith's work with the Iowa State 
Fair Board. Keffer1 had studied at the Graduate School of Architecture at Columbia 
University in the City of New York. While a student he met Earl E Jones. 2 It was 
through Keffer that Jones entered into the Des Moines practice also in 1915. After

NOTES

Karl Keffer (1883-1954) was "a life long resident of Des Moines, headed Karl 
Keffer Associates, architect firm with offices at 202 Masonic Temple Building. 
The Keffer firm, for many years known as Keffer and Jones, designed many Des 
Moines and Iowa school buildings... A graduate of the former West High 
School, he took his college work at Iowa State College and Columbia University, 
New York City. Mr. Keffer established the Karl Keffer Award at Iowa State 
College, a scholarship fund for architectural students." Des Moines Tribune; 
6 September 1954; p 1 c 7. Front page obituary indicates stature in community. 
Earl E Jones (1886-1950) was "an architect who helped design hundreds of schools 
and public buildings in Iowa... had been a partner of Karl K. Keffer in the 
firm of Keffer and Jones since 1915. The firm specialized in public school de­ 
sign. The firm designed Windsor school here, the addition to Monroe school and 
Adams school. The new library at the State University of Iowa is one of the 
firm's current projects as is the new juvenile home at Toledo, due to open 
this fall./The firm had done a great amount of work for the state boards of 
control and education./Since 1915, Jones and Keffer have been the architects 
for the state fair board, designing the state fair amphitheater and all other 
sturctures erected on the grounds since that year./The firm has designed more 
than 200 school buildings in town and cities in Iowa./Mr. Jones, born on a 
Nebraska farm, was reared at Indianola and attended high school there. He 
married an Indianola girl, Florence Piffer, in 1907./Following graduation 
from high schoo, Mr. Jones studied at Simpson college; Washington university, 
St. Louis, Mo.; and Columbia university, New York, N.Y., where he and Kef­ 
fer became acquainted./After two years at Columbia, Mr. Jones worked for 
architectural firms in Chicago, 111. and Omaha, Neb. before coming to Des 
Moines to associate with Keffer./Mr, Jones was called into government ser­ 
vice during the war and was a'rea engineer for the Navaho Ordnance depot at 
Flagstaff, Ariz. He was in complete charge of a 80 million dollar project 
there for the storage of explosives./He was a licensed architect and for 
many years a licensed engineer. He was a member of the Iowa chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects, Central Presbyterian church and was active 
in Masonic and Shrine organizations." Des Moines Register; 7 June 1950; p 1 
c 1. Front page obituary indicates stature in community.

Informant Interview: Harold Bullington, AIA, w/W C Page; Spring 1986. Mr 
Bullington became a senior partner at Karl Keffer Associations in 1954.
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Smith's death in 1916, Keffer and Jones formed a partnership. Their work continued 
until Jones 1 death in 1950.

A list of Keffer and Jones projects at the Iowa State Fair between 1916-1954 
indicates their rightful title as its official architects for those years.

Grand Avenue Entrance N/E 1920 N/E
Cattle Barn 1920 Site #4
Sheep Barn 1923 site #6
Agricultural Bldg Balcony 1924 Site #2
Educational Bldg 1927 Site #13
Plaza Band Stand 1927 Site #56
Post Office Sub-station 1928 N/E
Horse Barn 1929 Site #30 
Girls' 4-H Dormitory

(Hillcrest Dorm) 1930 site §18
Bath House 1931 site #75
Swine Barn 1936 Site #5
Poultry Industries Bldg 1938 site #8
Feed Barn (non-extant) 1938 N/E
4-H Club Barn 1939 site #7
4-H Club Bldg 1939-42 site #20 
Girls' 4-H Dormitory

(Cultural Center) 1947 Site #17
Race Horse Barns 1953 1 Site #30

To give perspective to this list, one other architectural firm designed one other 
major building during the same period. Proudfoot, Rawson, Soeurs of Des Moines de­ 
signed the State Fish and Game Building in the 192'0s (Site #11) .

Harold Bullington and Tom Atherton became senior partners of Karl Keffer Associ­ 
ates following Keffer 1 s death. The Fair Board continued, and continues, to use this 
firm for architectural design. These commissions include:

Communications Bldg 1956
Warehouse 1958
Feed Barn 1962

NOTES

1. Source of information: Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des
Moines, IA; Spring 1986. Information courtesy Harold Bullington & Tom Atherton.
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Feed and Forage Barn 1963 Site #85
Electrical Substation 1964 Site #23
All Gas Home Revised 1966 Site #28
Moving Stage 1966/68 Site #54

Karl Keffer Associates has also designed building repairs, fences and gates, light­ 
ing systems, water mains, and other planning for the Fair since 1954.

Keffer & Jones provided the Fair Board with a reliable planning firm. Jones 
was the structural engineer for projects. The firm also provided designs for the 
Oklahoma State Fair and for the Clay County Fair in Iowa. The firm was also noted 
for courthouse design. Iowa credits include Audubon County Courthouse, Warren 
County Courthouse at Indianola, and O'Brien County Courthouse at Primgar.

The care with which both the Fair Board and Keffer & Jones employed to in­ 
sure quality and efficiency is indicated by the following story. During construc­ 
tion of the Cattle Barn 1920 segment, face brick from an earlier segment was sal­ 
vaged for recycled use. W C Beard, associate of Keffer & Jones, inspected the op­ 
eration and approved using one-half this salvage for the new segment but disallowed 
its use on the building's west facade.-^

The firm Keffer & Jones understood the workings of the public sector. Their 
approach to architecture was usually utilitarian. Architectural significance for 
their buildings stemmed from their utility and the way quality building materials, 
like brick and simple cast trimwork, were used. The Keffer & Jones collection of 
buildings demonstrate how the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Taken in­ 
dividually, each Keffer & Jones building obtains architectural interest. Taken as 
a collection, however, the buildings transcend their immediate sitings and work to­ 
gether to unify the architectural composition of the Fairgrounds.

Some of the buildings on the Fairgrounds illustrate the Fair's role as a design 
model. The Model Cottage (Site #16-) is a case in point. Constructed in the 1920s, 
the building demonstrated a modest- home which any lowan could afford. Another Model 
Cottage (Site #25) was also constructed in the 1920s and points out the popularity 
of model homes at the Fair. Also in the 1920s, a model gas station (Site #25) was 
constructed to demonstrate good design in this growing commercial area. Construc­ 
tion of model homes continues to the present day. Other examples include the Blue 
Flame Gas Industry Model Home (Site #28/ 1972), Earth Shelter Model Home (Site #103/ 
1983), and the Superintendent of Grounds House. None of these buildings contributes 
to the historic district because they fall outside the application's time-frame and 
the Superintendent' House is outside the boundary. Still, taken together, this col­ 
lection of buildings points out how architecture at the Fair provides a living pat­ 
tern book of design.

NOTES

"Report on the Cattle Barn;" Keffer & Jones Correspondence. Letter dated 21 
April 1920; "Regarding the Salvaged Face Brick." Karl Keffer Associates Office 
Files; Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA.'
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During World War II the Air Corps of the United States Army leased the Fair­ 
grounds south of Grand Avenue. Buildings in this lease were used primarily as a 
storage depot. The Army undertook a minimum of alterations. These included con­ 
struction of entry ramps into the Swine Barn (Site #5). The Army returned its 
leased quarters to the Fair Board in time for the 1946 Fair.

Few changes took place on the Fairgrounds between the end of World War II 
and the 1960s. In the early 1950s, railroad tracks were removed from Rock Island 
Avenue as truck transportation supplanted the railroads in conveying livestock and 
Midway equipment to and from the Fair. Tents provided the ubiquitous shelter for 
dining halls, small concessionaires, and some machinery displays.

During the 1960s, Fairgoers expected more sophisticated dining facilities. 
Health codes also changed. Responding to this, the Fair Board began to allow con­ 
cessionaires to build permanent quarters. These new buildings provided solid floors, 
screened openings for ventilation and insect protection, and weather tight roofs. 
Many sites, all not-eligible/intrusive to the district, resulted from the Board's 
policy change. A few of these buildings include Diamond Jack's (Site #64), Kentucky 
Fried Chicken (Site #65), Maid Rite (Site #66), Tri-Met Dining Hall (Site #67), and 
the Chesterfield Dining Hall (Site #68). These buildings constitute today the pri­ 
mary form of building in-fill on the Fairgrounds. Many of these buildings are of a 
simple, pole barn type construction. They strike a discordant note in the overall 
harmony of Fairground architecture.

In the late 1970s, Economic Research Associates and POD, Inc of Los Angeles 
prepared a 2-volume long-term master plan for the Fairgrounds. These consulting 
firms recommended the Iowa State Fair remain on .its present site, that historic 
buildings on the grounds be rehabilitated, and that concessionaires should be en­ 
couraged to employ construction design more harmonious with the general tone of the 
Fairgrounds. The. consultants also recommended demolition of two historic buildings 
deemed maintenance problems. These included the-Administration Building (Site #1) 
and the Women and Children's Building. The latter building has been razed.

In conclusion, the Iowa State Fair and Exposition Grounds Historic District 
represents a fine collection of late Nineteenth and Twentieth Century fair and ex­ 
position type buildings in Iowa. Their large scale, specialized uses, the quantity 
of their number, the long-term planning required for their erection, adherance to the 
long-term plans over time, and the unified composition of building design distin­ 
guish the Fairgrounds. The contribution of one architectural firm, Keffer & Jones 
of Des Moines is notable. The Fairgrounds also reflect the designs of such national­ 
ly and regionally recognized landscape architects as Jacob Weidenmann, A N Carpenter, 
and 0 C Simonds. Over the years, the Iowa State Fair Board has been conscious of 
the need to develop the Fairgrounds systematically. The Board's employment of the 
professionals mentioned above is an expression of this concern.
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known; Xerox Copy courtesy Robert R Harvey, Iowa State University.

"Map of Iowa State Fair Grounds Showing Location of Exhibits;" Shows 
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Frederick Law Olmsted Archives; Brookline, Massachusetts. Letters from 
Iowa State Fair Secretary J C Simpson to Olmsted Brothers dated 15 
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p 1 c 2. Location of obituary indicates Carpenter's position in city.
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landscaping; Ink and watercolor on brown paper; Museum Building; Iowa 
State Fairgrounds; Des Moines, IA. Plan w/o date but other archival 
sources date Simonds work 1910-1911.
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Letter to the Editor; The Iowa Homestead; 12 January 1883; p 8 c 2.
"Earl E. Jones, Architect, Dies;" Des Moines Register; 7 June 1950; p 1 c 1. 
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in Iowa..." Page one news indicates Jones 1 importance in community.

"Karl Keffer Is Dead at 71;" Des Moines Tribune; 6 September 1954; p 1 c 7. 
Page one news indicates Keffer's importance in community. "Was widely 
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Plan Card Files; Karl Keffer Associates; 'Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, 
IA. File contains cards indicating buildings the firm designed for the 
Iowa State Fairgrounds. These cards also indicate extant plans to build­ 
ings. See following page for specific plans extant at the firm for par­ 
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"Oliver O. Smith Dies Unexpectedly/Well Known Architect and Business Man 
Expires Suddenly/at Home;" The Register and Leader; Des Moines, IA; 
29 May 1916; p 6. "Mr. Smith was a member of the firm of Smith & Keffer. 
Recently he was appointed architect for the school board. The Historical 
building, the city library, Mercy hospital and all of the buildings at 
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"Prominent Architect Dead;" The Register and Leader; Des Moines, IA; 30 May 
1916; p 9. "Mr. Smith, xvho died suddenly at his home, 1168 Tenth street, 
was one of the leading architects of Des Moines." Includes photograph 
portrait.
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"The Pioneer Period" (Iowa State Fair); The Palimpsest;

1954. 
"The Fair in Transition;" The Palimpsest; 1954.

Economic Research Associates (and) POD, Inc; "Analysis of Redevelopment/ 
Relocation Alternatives, Iowa State Fair; Final consultants' report con­ 
tains 2 volumes; Volume 1 Economic Analysis, Volume 2 Physical Analysis; 
Recommends improvements to economic base of Fair and its continuation at 
present site; April 1979.

Harvey, Robert R; "Documenting a Victorian Landscape in the Midwest;" As­ 
sociation for Preservation Technology Bulletin; Vol 9 #3; 1977. Con­ 
tains information about Weidenmann's activities in Des Moines. 

Schuyler, David; "Introduction" to Beautifying Country Homes; Watkins Glen, 
NY; The American Life Foundation; 1978. Supplies much of Weidenmann's 
biographical data. 

"The Old Capitol and the New;" Annals of Iowa; Vol 8 #1; Spring 1905; p
293. 

"Architects in Iowa;" Project Files; Office of Historic Preservation,
Iowa State Historical Department.

Newton, Norman T; Design on the Land; The Development of Landscape Archi­ 
tecture ; Cambridge (MA); The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press; 
1971; pp 307-308 (Weidenmann); 390-391 (Simonds).

Informant Interview: Floyd Deets (Superintendent of Grounds, Iowa State 
Fair circa 1954-1985) w/William Wagner; 1984. Mr Deets father served 
as Superintendent of Grounds as well. Floyd grew up, consequently, on 
the Fairgrounds in addition to his own experience as superintendent. 

Informant Interview: Harold Bullington, AIA, Karl Keffer Associates;
Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA w/ W C Page; Spring 1986. Mr 
Bullington began his career as an architect in the firm of Keffer and 
Jones in 1948. Bullington became a senior partner .in the firm's successor, 
Karl Keffer Associates, on the death of Keffer in 1954.

Informant Interview: Tom Atherton, AIA, Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic 
Temple Building; Des Moines; IA w/W C Page; Spring 1986. Atherton be­ 
gan his career in architecture in 1948 in the firm Keffer & Jones. Ath­ 
erton became a senior partner in the firm's successor, Karl Keffer Associ­ 
ates, on the death of Keffer in 1954.

Informant Interview: Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager, Iowa State Fair w/W C 
Page; Spring 1986. Fisher has served in this position since 1970 and 
has closely followed the upbuilding of the physical plant.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the intersection of East 30th and Lyon Streets, 
thence south to the intersection of East 30th and Walnut 
Streets, thence east to the intersection of East 31st and 
Walnut Streets, thence south to the intersection of East 31st 
Street and Dean Avenue, thence east to the intersection of 
Dean Avenue and Lucas Street, thence north 650 feet, thence 
east 666 feet, thence north 350 feet, thence east 1,650 feet, 
thence north 1,900 feet, thence west to the intersection of 
East 30th and Lyon Streets, the point of beginning.

Note: All boundaries shown as footage abut private pro­ 
perty lines.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The 313 acres included in this historic district comprise 
the entire acreage of the Iowa State Fairgrounds with the 
exception of 87 acres on the north side of the property. 
This land is used for automobile parking and was deemed by 
the Fair Board, the Office of Historic Preservation, and 
the nomination consultant best to best excluded from the 
nomination.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District

01
__ 

Iowa state Fairgrounds

Map Reference #

Identification
1. 
2. 
3.
4.

5. 

6.

7.

8.

Site Name
Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zor

Owner(s) Address 

Use: Pr<=><;pnt

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Des Moines Township Lee
SW Corner of Intersection of Grand Ave

Urban subdivision 
Rural township

IP pasting nnrthinp

State of Iowa/Iowa State
State House ; Des Moines ,

iStreet address)

Administrative Offices

Fair Board
IA 50309

(Citv) 

Original

Tnnnty Polk

& Rock Island Av<=

block parcel subparcel 
range section v4 section ot ''« section

: Arrpagp

(State) (Zip)

Same

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
1908* .Architect/Builder Smith, Wetherell & Gage, Architects

G other institutionalG single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone XjXj brick G board and batten G shingles Q stucco

G other _____________________________________________________

G religious 
Q agricultural

12. Structural System: G wo°d frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[3 masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other__________________________________________!————————————————————

The north elevation was altered in 1974 with
13. Condition: G excellent X^ good G^air G deteriorated
14. Integrity: § original site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with datp« and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

removal of trellised entryway. South elevation also altered w/removal of 2nd fl ver-

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy anda roof. 
G other __________________________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? m yes—if so, why?.

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential gjother Grand Concourse on nnrth; park w/bandstand nn south

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll! looking S



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

C] a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
5<Jb- Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Administration Building continues use of red brick for exterior walls as introduced 
by the Livestock Pavilion (1902) and Agriculture Building (1904). Steel is used for 
structural purposes in the Administration Building but to a lesser extent than in other 
Type 3 buildings. The original integrity of the Administration Building has been im- 
pared by removal of trellis entryway on the north elevation with its suggestion of Crafts­ 
man taste and by that of the second floor veranda's roof on south elevation. A consul­ 
tant's masterplan for the Fairgrounds (1979) has recommended razing the Administration 
Building.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
Q] c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Greater Iowa; 24 July 1909; p 2 c 4: "The new administration building has been 
finished inside." The building was constructed the prior year; interior work 
was then completed for the 1909 state fair.

* Original architect's plans; 'ink on linen backed paper; Dated 31 March 1906. Office 
files, Karl Keffer Associations, Masonic Temple Bldg, Des Moines, IA.

Prepared by______ \\ r- D.,«., o.-hi:,. uio.iri-m ——————————————Date- 

Address ________
W. C'. Page. Public Historian

319<456-X651 
Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Telephone

I For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 
3 County Resource File 
r] Windshield Survey 

Q National Register 
n Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

Q Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces
a. ________________ 
b. ________________

Review and Compliance Project:

Other. 

Other.

3. Photo Images
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The Architectural Description which follows was prepared by William Wagner.

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING NO. 1 was designed by Smith, Wetherell and 

Gage in 1908. The building is two stories brick with a full basement. A wood 

veranda surrounds the structure. The first floor is about 4'-0" above grade 

which gives persons sitting a clear view of the street traffic in any direction. 

Originally the main entrance was considered on the south facing the park-like 

area where concerts were held in the bandstand. Very wide steps led to an 

open porch which opened up into the large lobby which is not changed today. 

Originally there was a second floor open porch over the first floor porch, 

a second area for enjoying the concerts. This was removed, and now there is 

only the veranda. The Grand Avenue entrance was minor except it, too, had 

a large second floor observation area for observing activities on Grand Avenue. 

This was two stories in heigth with a second floor porch area that stretched almost 

the full length. The center portion was of a garden trellised arbor type, all of 

which became overgrown with wild grape vines ,some four to five inches in 

diameter. Either side was the open porch. In 1974 a strong wind combined with 

footing problems blew this portion down. It was rebuilt, continuing the veranda 

using the original brick piers. A covered walkway was built out over the steps 

to the Grand Avenue sidewalk.

The floor plan has had little change other than decoration. Fair 

offices on first floor on three sides of the first floor lobby, two groups of 

dormitory rooms for the staff on either side of the second floor lobby. (A 

portion of this lobby opens to the first floor) The basement originally had two 

dining rooms for staff, now only the east one is used as such. The west is 

used for office purposes. The interior construction is mostly wood with a 

little steel for reinforcing. The lobby feature is a small fountain and the floor 

is colored cement done in a pattern design.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number. 
District

02

Map Reference

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
* 02

Identification
1. Site Name
2. Village/Town/City
3. Street Address
4 Legal Location

5. UTM Location: zon

7. Owner(s) Address

AGRICULTURE BUILDING

DeS MoineS Tnwn<;h.in Lee rnuntv Polk
SE Corner of Intersection of Grand Ave & Rock Island" Ave

Urban subdivision 
Rural township

,p pasting

State of Iowa/Iowa State
State House; Des Moines,

block parcel subparcel 
range section '/, section of ''4 section

northing • Arrpagp
Fair "Board
IA 50309

i Street address) (Zip)

8. Use: Present.
Agricultural & horticultural nriRina | 
exhibit hall

Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

1904*

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: Q clapboard Q stone
Q other

Smith & Gage, Architects 
Charles Weitz & Sons, Gen'1 Contractor 

Architect'Builder Mudern Steel SLiucLuidl SLeel Cu, SLeel——

G religious Contractor 
G agricultural (Waukesha, 

Wisconsin)

G other institutional
S public 

brick G board and batten G shingles stucco

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints G wo°d frame with light members (balloon frame) 
jgmasonrv load-bearing walls Q iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 
n Other_____steel frame for roof______________________________

13. Condition: G excellent jSgood G fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: S original site G m™» H-if .n The balcony was added in several stages and

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:
the men & women's toilets to the east were added in 1935.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G harn Q other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
25 other restrooms are adjacent to the east side of the bldg on first level & connecter 

1b. Is the building endangered? ^Xno G V es — if ^ why' *"-O bldg hy a nnvered walkway whirh forms ^ 
________________________________ to •''he -second le^el of the bv.il^Jng.
17. Surroundings of the building: Q open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial

G industrial G residential 3 other some open land surrounds the bldg & separates it from 
others of similar age.

18. Map 19. Photo 
RolL_ Frame. _View looking S



OlCjTllIlCC[nCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

S] a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
n c. Not eligible/intrusion

This is a fine example of a Type 3 building. The interior was completed in stages. 
Exterior walls continue the use of red brick originated in 1902 in the Livestock 
Pavilion. The two, domed entryways and the barrel dormer windows give the building a 
monumental feeling. This was the first building on the Fairgrounds designed by Smith & 
Gage. This firm and its successors designed virtually all major buildings on the Fair­ 
grounds for the next 3-decades. This fact indicates the pleasure the Fair Board felt 
in the firm's design for the Agriculture Building. The Agriculture Building and the 
Administration Building are located at the intersection of Grand Avenue & Rock Island 
and together form the anchor for this, the major intersection of the Fairgrounds.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
D b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

"Oliver O Smith, A Balcony in the Agriculture Building;" Original architect's plans,
Tracing Paper; Office files; Karl Keffer Associates; Des Moines , IA 

"Balcony Addition, Job #551; Keffer & Jones, March 1924;" Tracing Paper; Tracing Paper;
Keffer & Jones; March 1924; Office files; Karl Keffer Associates; Des Moines, IA. 

"Toilets in Agriculture Building;" Keffer & Jones plans; November 1935; Offices files;
Karl Keffer Associates; Des Moines, IA.

This building is, like many on the Fairgrounds, unheated in the winter. It suffers from 
the freeze-thaw cycle. In 1973 downspouts were added to the exterior of the building 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication : author, title, place of publication, date, etc.) : to drain water
*ISF Board Minites; 28 April 1904. Board accepted bid of Modern Steel Structural Co 

of Waukesha WI for iron work on Agriculture Building at $8,720. Charles Weitz 
was given contract for general work at $34,574.

The second floor balcony was placed in the building in 1909. Greater Iowa; 15 March 
1910; p 7 c 3.

*" Smith & Gage, Architects, Des Moines, IA, Exhibition Building/Fair Grounds;" Original 
Prepared bv ___________ w ( Page Puh|jc Historian ———————— Date —————————————————————————————————
Address 
Organization

, ,7 Post Office Box 143
Richland. IA 525S5

Telephone

architects' plans; Office files, Karl Keffer Associates, Des Moines, IA.

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property Q Review and Compliance Project: 

n County Resource File

[^} Windshield Survey 

n National Register 
PI Crants-ln-Airi-

n Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a.
h

d

n Other ______ _ —————————————————————————
QOthpr

QOth^r

IV



AGRICULTURAL BUILDING NO. 2 was designed by Smith and Gage, Des Moines 

architects in 1902. The exterior is brick and stone and employs classical design 

detail. The rectangular plan is orierited(due to the location of two streets) 

northeast-southwest. The front central half projects from the main structure. 

The inside corners thus formed receive a round, gazebo-type entrance. Half 

of the circle is the concave exterior wall and the other half of the round plan 

is formed by four Doric columns. The columns are capped by a cornice with 

some setbacks to support a round dome, quite good in proportion. Each end 

of the structure has such an entry. This entrance is the lower portion of a 

three story entrance. The head is half round picking up the classical detail. 

The half of the arch is a parapet actually, as directly behind the barrel roof 

commences. The interior is basically one large space with a grand stair 

leading to the balcony, which is continuous around the exterior wall. It 

is wide enough for small exhibit areas. The rear (northeast) balcony level 

exists onto the ramp which gets down to grade level.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Iowa state Fairgrounds

Map Reference * ° 3

Identification
1. Site Name LIVESTOCK PAVILION

Moines .Township. Lee .County.2. Village/Town/City
3. Street Address NE Corner of Intersection of Rock Island Ave & Walnut St
4. Legal Location

Polk

Rural
subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
V4 section of ''• section

UTM Location: zone .easting. .northing.

6. Owner(s) Name State of Iowa/ Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage,

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines. IA 50309

8. Use: Present.

iStreet address!

Horse & cattle shows
(Zip)

.Original. Same

1902*Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone

G other __________________________

.Architect Builder.

brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

Reeves & Baillie (Peoria, Illinois)
Architects* 

Charles Weitz & Sons, Builder__________
Des Moines Bridge & Iron Works,Steel
G other institutional G religious

G agricultural

Frame Contractors

12. Structural System: 3 wood frame with interlocking joints n wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
X2£ masonrv load-bearing walls j^j iron frame d steel frame with curtain walls Q] reinforced concrete 
G other___iron frame for roof support____________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good E *a ' r G deteriorated
14. integrity: £ original site G moved—if so, when >. ________window replacements in lower clerestory

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site: 
false half-timbering applied to upper clerestory.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house Q garage G privy
r~j other ___________________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? ves—if so, whv?-

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

S a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
n c. Not eligible/intrusion

This was the first so-called permanent improvement on the Fairgrounds. Its employment 
of red brick set the tone for later buildings. The building has three monitor roofs & 
an oval floor plan. Such features are standard design for stock judging pavilions in 
the pre-World War I period. The Iowa State Fair Stock Pavilion is notable among other 
similar structures in Iowa (that in Oskaloosa, in particular) due to the level of archi­ 
tectural detail employed. The integrity of this building is high but the replacement 
windows and the false half-timbered in the clerestories is distracting.

The Livestock Pavilion is a Type 3 building with a steel roof support system and load- 
bearing, brick piers. The level of architectural detail is, for the district, high and 
includes stone trim and pressed metal elements

21. Historical Significance Theme! s) ————————— 

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Livestock Pavilion was the first building on the Iowa State Fairgrounds 
to employ an iron and steel structural system. The Fair Board accepted bids by 
contractors as follows: Des Moines Bridge and Iron, $14,850.00; Charles Weitz 
and Sons, $26,518.98. 

* Namestone at south of west elevation entrance.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 
* ISF Board Minites; 5 May 1902. Board accepts bid of Des Moines Bridge & Iron Works 

for all iron & steel work on livestock pavilion for $14,850.00. Also Charles 
Weitz & Sons for all additional work on building for $26,518.98.

A new electric lighting system was installed in 1918 to replace an unsatisfactory one, 
Greater Iowa; July 1918; p 7 c 4.

Prepared by- 
Address __

\N. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-X65I 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 525X5

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Intormation Sources on this Property 
rn County Resource File 
[H Windshield Survey 

Q National Register
n Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a. ______ 
b. ______ 
c. _______
d. _______

Q Review and Compliance Project:

n Other. 
D Other.

3. Photo Images



LIVESTOCK PAVILLION No. 3 was designed by Reeves and Baillie, Architects 

from Peoria, Illinois and built by Charles Weitz and Son in 1902. The plan of 

the building is basically oval--two half circles connected with straight walls 

in the center section. The exterior is divided into 38 equal sections with 

brick piers between. The brick is hardfired brownish red matching the other 

brick used in this construction period. A 4'-0" stone wainscote with brick 

piers above. An arched opening built between brick piers opens up space 

below the interior stadium seating, most of which is used for various types 

of shops. Above each arched opening is a group of three windows and then 

the roof, which is designed much like a pagoda with two clerestories which 

provide both light and ventilation to the interior. It appears that at one time 

each brick pier or pilaster had attached to the top portion a flag pole which 

continued through the roof. Presently there are flag poles only either side 

of the entrances. The entrances are all trimmed in cut limestone.

The structural system is very interesting. Three main clear span 

trusses span the arena and are supported on three sets of columns located at 

the edge of the arena's straight portion and seven half-trusses resting on 

columns at theedge of the half circle areas and the other end on the full truss. 

The portion of roof over the stadium uses a wood beam with an underside tie 

rod with a mid span spacer or support. Columns and trusses are steel "L" 

and "U" construction irons. Rafters and sheathing are wood and roofing is 

asphalt shingles. The top clerestory face material is a stamped metal 

imitating shingles.

There are nineteen gas-fired heaters located around on the exterior wall 

and eight large fired heaters over arena and located in the upper clerestory.



2.

Proper electrical lights are installed, giving this building a year-round use. 

The building also has a PA system.

The arena is dirt and wood chips. A solid rail separates the arena 

from the wood constructed stadium seating. Outside the solid rail is a 6'-0" 

walkway between rail and stadium. The first riser of the six row stadium is 

several feet above the arena floor, giving very good sight lines. Stadium 

construction is wood.

This building does not have a crack in any of it's structure, 

which is a compliment to the architect and builder.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Momes. Iowa 50319

Site Number 04

District Name Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Map Reference #____QA_______________

Identification
1. Site Name CATTLE BARN

Moines Township. Lee .County.2. Vilbge/Tovwn/Cirv
3. strfft Addrp« East side of Rock Island Ave between Walnut & Loqan St

Polk

4. Legal Location
subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'4 section of '/4 section

5. DIM Location: zone _eastmg_ _northing_

6 Owner(s) Name _ 
7. Owner(s) Address

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50309
'•Mreet addressi

8. Use: Present. Cattle Display Barn .Original- Same

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:

1909 * 
1914** 
1920#

(Zip)

-Architect Builder.

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard Q stone £T] brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

G other ________________________________________________________

Oliver O Smith (1909)
Smith & Gage (1914)
Keffer S Jones, Architects (1920)
J E Lovejoy (Gen'1 Contractor (1920) 

G other institutional Q religious 
jSpublic D agricultural

12. Structural System: H] wood frame with interlocking joints [H wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
' masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

various systems; see Architectural Description for particulars.

13. Condition: G excellent |x] good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: xj original site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G Darn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other _____________________________________________________________________

1fe. Is the building endangered? S no G ves—if so, why?___________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential G other ______________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

H a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
n b. Contributing structure 
O c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Cattle Barn was completed in stages. it is a fine example of a Type 3 building 
and continues the employment of red brick to conform with the other permanent improve­ 
ments erected in the period. The Cattle Barn works as a unified architectural whole 
because of its red brick walls, roof gable system, and the integrated massing of the 
general plan. The visual impression is distracted by two commercial food concessions, 
one located by the southwest and the other by the northwest corners of the barn. Ar­ 
chitectural detail of the Cattle Barn is kept at a minimum like a simple, brickwork 
plaque in the facade gable of the 1920 west elevation.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

* 
**

**

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
b. Contributing structure 
c. Not eligible/intrusion

Job File Cards; Office files; Karl Keffer Associates; Des Moines, IA.
Ibid. Note also: Greater Iowa; 24 July 1909; p 2 c 3: "A new cattle barn is
being erected to match the brick cattle and horse barns." 

Greater Iowa; April 1914; p 7 c 4; "Contracts Let for New Buildings;" J E Lovejoy
general contractor for new cattle barn, $5,430 bid. Building to measure 60'xl20'
and to accomodate 108 head. 
"New Buildings Needed for State Fair Grounds,-" Greater Iowa; December 1916; p 2 c 1-2.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

"While one of the best equipped plants of the kind in the country, the Iowa State 
Fair Grounds are yet lacking in numerous features..." In 1916 numerous cattle had 
to be housed in hastily erected tents. Additional cattle accomodations needed. 

# "Proposed New Cattle Barn for Iowa State Fair Grounds;" Greater Iowa; January 1917; 
p 2 c 2. To contain 763 stalls & stabling room for 1,400 head. 3-sections of

Prepared by- 
Address __ 
Organization

W. C'. Page. Public Historian
319 456-X651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

. Telephone

For Office of Historic Pr

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 

Q County Resource File 

n Windshield Survey 

n National Register 

[3 dranK-ln-Aid:

Q Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 

a.

h

d

•eservation Use Only

Q] Review and Compliance Project:

Q Othmr

EJOthpr

Q nth^r

t>



Iowa Site Inventory Site Number
04

Office of Historic Preservation 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s)

CATTLE BARN (Sources)

barn already built in last 6 years. This appropriation request will be 
to carry out the completion of the original architect's plan. "Open- 
story" construction proposed for roof (same as Swine Pavilion and Machin­ 
ery Hall, but Cattle Barn will have a higher roof than the other 2. 
Iowa ranks second only to Texas in the number of its cattle population. 
Iowa should have a first rate exhibition building for them.

"Rush Work on Completing new $200,000 Cattle Barn;" w/photograph of construc­ 
tion;" Greater Iowa; April 1920; pic 1-4.

"Diagram of New Cattle Barn;" Keffer & Jones, Architects (stall plan);
Greater Iowa; April 1920; p 7 c 1-4. Building not ready for the 1920 
fair but will be open for January ly21.

"Ancient Structures Should Be Abandoned;" Greater Iowa; January 1917; p 4 c 1, 
The old Hackney Duildings, dating from "1885" (sic) continue to be used. 
Located southeast of Livestock Pavilion. Includes photograph of build­ 
ings. Also includes architect's drawing of proposed, new north eleva­ 
tion of Cattle Barn.

"New Cattle Barn for Iowa State Fair;" Greater Iowa; May 1919; p 5 c 4.
$150,000 authorized by legislature for construction. "When completed 
the new building will undoubtedly be the finest and most complete struc­ 
ture of its kind in America." It will measure 318'x446', will accomo- 
date 1,600 head. The style of architecture will conform generally with 
the horse barns, sheep and swine pavilions. Construction will commence 
immediately following the 1919 fair.

Greater Iowa; May 1919; p 5 c 2-3: Among the ten leading cattle producing 
states, Iowa's ranks as most valuable dollar-wise, Texas ranks second. 
Texas ranks first in number of head, Iowa second.

"Cattle Barn and Sale Ring;" "Plot Plan;" (no date); Original architect's 
plans; Ink on linen backed paper. "Revised 10-12-19." Sale ring is 
new as well as stall area to west. Office Files; Karl Keffer Associates

"Cattle Barn;" "Oliver O Smith;" Original architect's plan for 1909 building. 
Office Files (dating plans 1908); Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Tem­ 
ple Building; Des Moines, IA.

CPD-14442



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Site Number
04

Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s)

CATTLE BARN

N

1909

1920

1914

1920

EVOLUTION OF THE CATTLE BARN

Source: Sanborn Map Company; New York; 1942. Map of the Iowa State Fairgrounds

CPD-14442



CATTLE BARN BUILDING NO. 4 was designed by Keffer and Jones, Architects 

in 1920. It incorporated two existing cattle barns which today are the north­ 

west and southwest rooms. These were for dairy cattle.

Between these two rooms is the exhibit or show ring

arena with stadium seating. The addition can be seen by a construction joint 

and a slight change in bricks and coursing. The east approximate 3/4 of 

this building is a huge open area. Structure of this area is steel columns, 

beams and trusses. There are four clerestory skylights running almost the 

full length east and west. The exhibit arena is ste=l columns and concrete 

stadium. All roof construction is steel purlins, wood joint and sheathing. 

The cattle barn portion has concrete floor, heavy wood stub partition between 

columns and ring for tieing cattle about S'-O" o.c. The arena in the show 

ring is dirt and wood chips. This area is air conditioned and possibly heated

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Is
j^

rii'!-^
^
^
^

U
. S. E

N
G

IN
E

E
R

 O
FFIC

E
A

ir 

28

C
orps

Storage 
Looking

W
AR DEPARTM

ENT
Pepot. 

S
tate F

air G
rounds, 

northw
est at C

attle B
arn N

o. D
es 

6.

R
O

C
K

 ISL
A

N
D

.
M

oines, 
Iow

a
IL

L
IN

O
IS

July
31,

1942

.1
.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District

05
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Map Reference #

Identification
1. Site Name _____SWINE PAVILION & BARN
2. Village/Town/City Moines Township. Lee .Countv. Polk
3. street Addres* East side of Rock Island Ave between Loqan St & Dean Court
4. Legal Location

Urban 
Rural

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
''• section of '/. section

-easting.5. UTM Location: zone_________
6 Owner(s) Name State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage.

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines , IA 50309
i Street address*

8. Use: *r~. n , Swine Display Barn 
1907*

i CUM

_Original.

iSt-tei iZip)

Same

Description
9. Date of Construction

10. Building Type:
Architect Builder Smith, Wetherell , & Gage . Architects

G other institutional
?_] public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone ^3 brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other _________________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking |oints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
masonry load-bearing walls iron frame [5__ steel frame . Q reinforced concrete

metal support system for rnnf; outside walls 48" high______

13. Condition: G excellent iO3 good G ^ a ' r G deteriorated
14. integrity: g] original site H movpri-if so wh Pn ^ In 1936 the Swine Barn was improved by moving the 

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: 
show rings to the center of the bldg & putting the roof over these rings. Keffer 
& Jones, Architects.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other __________________________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [^ no G ves— if so, why?__________________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ____________________________________________________________________

18. Map



OlQTllIlCCiriCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

8 a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 
O c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Swine Pavilion and Barn is a Type 3. building of mostly utilitarian design. Em­ 
ployment of arched brick entryways add considerable architectural interest to the 
building. Five of these entryways are located, for example, on the north elevation. 
Entryways include corbeling on support piers, segmental arches over the entrance with 
semi-circle type arches over these. The latter are filled with tumbled brickwork. Flag 
poles cap each entryway. Tne semi-circular arches complement those of the Agriculture 
Building built three years earlier. The roofing of portions of the building by the US 
Army in 1942 detracts little from the total impression of tne building as the north, 
east, and west elevations were uneffected.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion
* Job File Cards; Office Files; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple; Des Moines, IA.

It was 2-years before the interior of the building was completed. "Interior 
of the swine judging pavilion is being completed." Greater Iowa; 24 July 1909;

# "$100,00 ENLARGEMENT AND IMPROVEMENT OF SWINE BARN STARTS p 2 c 3. 
AT IOWA STATE FAIR" Includes architect's drawing of west elevation & floor 
plan. Greater Iowa; May 1936; pic 1-4. See same issue p 3 c 4: Arthur H 
Neumann & Brothers (Des Moines) general contractor w/bid $44,861; $16,056 let 
as separate bid to lay concrete floor. Plan moves show ring 100' north, roofs

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

area between new judging pavilion & present barn, constructs entrance on west 
side. "SWINE PAVILION INSPIRES RECORD SHOW FOR 1936" (same issue): "NEW 
BUILDING LAST WORD IN SHOW FACILITIES" Made possible by $52,500 from Iowa 
General Assembly & $42,550 from Iowa State Fair Board.

"NEW $100,00 SWINE BARN READY AUGUST 15/TO BE FIRST OF ITS KIND IN ENTIRE 
Prepared hv UNITED STATES" Construction advanced___natp 2-weeks ahead of schedule.
Address Greater Iowa; p July 1936; p 8 C 1-3. Telephone_____________________________

\\. (. Page, Public Historian Organ,zat.on———————————— 319/456-SA51 ——————————————————————————————————————————-
Post Office Box 143
Richland. IA 525S5

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 
Qj Countv Resource File 
[j Windshield Survey 

n National Register 
Q Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

Review and Compliance Project:

Other. 
Other. 

Other.
H Determination of Eligibility

Subject Traces
a. _________________ 
b. ________________

3. Photo Images
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SWINE PAVILION & BARN (Number 5) was designed by Smith, Wetherell and 

Gage Architects in 1907. The building was I I shaped with a detached 

unit-within the arms. Old sources refer to the detached unit as a 

pavilion and this is where showing and judging took place. The balance 

of the complex housed pens for swine. (See attached graphic).

In 1936 the pavilion area was moved north; restrooms and walls were built. 

The original swine pavilion roof was recycled, the area between the moved 

pavilion and the barn was roofed, and an entrance constructed on west 

elevation. (See attached graphic).

When the United States government took over the fairgrounds in 1942 for 

a depot, they roofed the rest of the area so to form a large rectangular 

building as it stands today. Work ramps were constructed on the south 

elevation for unloading and loading supplies. This addition was wood 

trusses on wood posts.

The swine pavilion and barn are as open as possible because hogs cannot 

stand heat. They must have ventilation.

The original structure was steel columns and trusses, wood joist and deck, 

steel columns for the exterior wail except at corner and entrances which 

were brick. A brick wall 4 1 0" surrounds the structure except at entrances

Prepared by William Wagner & W C Page
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District

06
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Map Reference

Identification
SHEEP BARN

2. 

3. 

4.

5. 

6.

7.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zon

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines
West side of

Urban: 
Rural

ie P3S

Town«;hin e
Rock Island

subdivision 
township

tino

State of Iowa/Iowa
State House;

State
Des Moines,

Ave between

northing
Fair Board
IA 50309

Logan St

block 
range

; Arrpagp

Cn.mtv Polk

& Dean Ct

parcel subparcel 
section v, section of % section

! Street address

Sheep Display Barn
(State) (Zip)

Same
1915*

Description 1923###
Q DatP of Cnnctrurtinn Architect/Builder

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational

Smith & Keffer (Architects )# (1915) 
Arthur H Neumann & Co (Genl Contractor) ##
Keffer & Jones (Architects) ### (1923) 
O other institutional n religious 
Scpublic D agricultural

Q commercial
11. Exterior Walls: Q clapboard Q stone x5$i brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco 

r-| other exterior walls 48" high_____________________

12. Structural System: r] wood frame with interlocking joints Q wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
xx masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

n other__________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good SI fair [H deteriorated

14. Integrity: 5c] original site G moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: n barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage D privy 

G other ____________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 2f2tno Dyes—if so, why? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: F] open land Q woodland Q scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up Q commercial 

ri industrial G residential F] other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. .View looking SW



OlCJTllllCCiriCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

*H a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Sheep Barn is a Type 3 building of primarily utilitarian design but with a con­ 
siderable amount of architectural detail. Chief among detail is the extensive use of 
terra cotta. This takes the form of entrway arch trimming, name plaque and construc­ 
tion year panels, and polychrome panels depicting grazing sheep. There is also a ter­ 
ra cotta cornice over the main entrance on Rock Island. There is more architectural 
detail on this building than any other Type 3 with the possible exception of the Live­ 
stock Pavilion. The Sheep Barn calls dramatic attention to the long term planning un­ 
dertaken by the Fair Board and their architectural firm. Wnen terra cotta was ordered 
for the lyl5 building, enough decorative detail was included to provide for a planned 
addition to the barn.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible/intrusion

* "SHEEP PAVILION NEEDED AT THE IOWA STATE FAIRGROUNDS. SHEEP MEN DISCLOSE THEY 
WILL NOT EXHIBIT AGAIN IN OLD PENS" State Board of Agriculture will ask the 
Iowa General Assembly to appropriate funds for construction of new barn. In 
1914, 750 sheep were exhibited at the ISF. A petition was also circulated by 
exhibitors & given to State Board of Agriculture for legislative appropriation 
for new building. Old pens were built in 1885 (sic) . Greater Iowa; February 
1915p ; 4 c 1-2.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

"SHEEP BARN AND SEWER BILL" Appropriation bill introduced in legislature. 
Greater Iowa; March 1915; p 3 c 3.
"PLANS FOR SHEEP BARN DRAWN" The contractors' estimates are also on file. "The 
building as planned would be somewhat after the plans of the present swine pavil­ 
ion in the fair grounds." Article includes architect's drawing. Greater Iowa; 

Rr February 1915; p 4 c 1-2. Includes photo of sheep barns on page 5.
\V C Page, Public Historian 

Address —————————— >lV ' 319/456.8651 ———————————— Telephone
Organization.5 Posi Office Box 143 

Richland. I A 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property Qj Review and Compliance Project: 

Q County Resource File

Q Windshield Survey 

Q National Register 
Q C.ranK-ln-Airi

Q Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a.
h

(

n°thpr
QOthor

Q Othpr

d.
f.



SHEEP BARN (continued)

"SHEEP PAVILION AND SEWER SYSTEM PROVIDED" "Agriculture received 
much encouragement at the hands of the legislature. Not many bills 
were passed ... but are of great importance." "The plans for the 
pavilion, however, are such that it will not interfere with the ap­ 
pearance of the building to construct only half of it at the present 
time." Greater Iowa; May 1915; p 2 c 1-2.

## "CONTRACT LET FOR NEW SHEEP BUILDING ON IOWA STATE FAIR GROUNDS"
Arthur H Neumann & Company, general contractor, bid low at $22,384.00. 
Exhibitors will be able to occupy the building this fairtime. Greater 
Iowa; June 1915; p 2 c 4.

"UNEXCELLED QUARTERS FOR SHEEP" "Construction is of maroon colored 
pressed brick and steel, with trimmings and decoration of dull blue 
and cream terra cotta." Article includes photograph of north entrance. 
Greater Iowa; July 1916; p 6 c 3.

# Job File Cards; Office files; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple 
Building; Des Moines, IA.

### "Sheep Barn Ext(ension);" Keffer & Jones, Architects; Original drawings
dated May 1923; Office files; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple; Des 
Moines, IA.

"Main Floor Plan/An Addition to the Baby Beef Barn;" Keffer & Jones, Archi­ 
tects; Original drawings dated October 1938; Ink on linen backed paper; 
Office files; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple; Des Moines, IA.



SHEEP BARN (AND BABY BEEF BARN)
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Present Sheep Barn with 1923 addition and with 
present Baby Beef Barn (4-H Club Livestock) at­ 
tached to west.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 1942,



SHEEP BARN BUILDING NO. 6 and YOUTH CATTLE BARN NO. 7 for baby beef 

are of three different time periods. Number six was designed by Smith 

and Keefer in 1915 and an addition of Keffer and Jones, Des Moines archi­ 

tects, in 1923, and witn PWA the west half was added by Keffer and Jones 

in 1939. Of interest architecturally, is that for the first time, art 

was appearing in the design. The entrance on the east (Rock Island Street) 

is beautifully detailed polychrome terra cotta panels, trim and cornice, 

and minor entrances were similar. The entrances of this 1923 building 

and the 1939 building were the same as the 1915 building. Only a slight 

difference in brick texture notes the addition. Sheep need much ventil­ 

ation, so their building is amply ventilated. The west half where the 

baby beef are kept becomes a little more closed in. A brick wainscote 

surrounds the building except at the corners and entrance. A steel 

channel caps the wainscote. Pens are wire fencing. The interior con­ 

struction is steel—columns and trusses with wood deck and sheathing.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner,



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

07
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
Site Name 4-H CLUB LIVESTOCK BARN - BABY BEEF BARN - YOUTH CATTLE BARN

Des Moines _Township_ Lee _Countv.1. Village/Town/City.
3 street Address____East 32nd Street between Logan Street & Dean Court
4. Legal Location _

Polk

Urban: 
Rural

subdivisio 
township

bloik 
range

pare el 
seitmn

1 UTM Location: zone .___._.__ __ „__ eastin._^__. .._„_..- __ _ ..-..northing ______ _.

r>. Ownens) N-me .... .State _.o.f_ Iowa/Iowa State__Fair Board
r. ownensi Address ._ ..State . JSouse ;.J^s_ Jfoines , J_A J..P_3_1_9

Display Barn for cattle raised_rj n g, na i 
by youth.

Ac reaae __ _.__..__...__ -__.

Same

1939*
.Architect Builder.

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
fj single-family dwelling rj industrial Pj other institutional 
[j multiple-family dwelling [H educational £ public 
fj commercial

11. Exterior Walls: LJ clapboard d stone S brick Z] board and batten ~ shingles '"stucco

G other pyl-^rlnr walls are 48" high___________________________

Keffer & Jones, Architects *
Public Works Administration, Builder

_ religious 
G agricultural

12 Structural System: ~wood frame with interlocNJnt; |omts [^ wood frame with light members (balloon frame! 
^3 rnasonrv Ic^ad-bearing walls ~ iron frame ~ steel frame with curtain walls ~ reinforced concrete

"~! other.______________________________________________________________:————

13. Condition: ^ excellent "good "fair "deteriorated
14. Integrity: £ on^naKi.e ~ moved—t <o. when' ____This building Was added On the West of the

Sotes on alterations, additions iWith dates and architect, if known) and an\ other notable features ot building and site:

sheep barn. (See floor plan attached to Site 06/Sheep Barn).

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: ~ barn ~ other tarm struc tures " carriage house "garage " pnv\

"other .. . .__ . _.__..._ _.. . .. ....._.___.___ __.__.._..._.._..____._____._..___. „.._____._________________

16 Is the building endangered? ^ no " \es—it so. v\h\r.___...__.___—————————————______———.__——_————————___

17. Surroundings of the building: ^J open land "\\oodland ~ scattc>rt-d outbuilcJings ~ den^eK buiit-up ~c'ommercial 

' industrial r"n residential other .____________________..___________...__.___ ___...___.____.___.___._

18. Map



OlO~n.lllCCin.CG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

21 a. Kev structure individually mav qualify for the National Register

22 b. Contributing structure 

2§c. Not eligible intrusion

The Baby Beef Barn is a Type 3 building of primarily utilitarian design but with 
some architectural detail provided by terra cotta. These decorations were original­ 
ly purchased in 1915 by the Fair Board with the -intention of being available for fu­ 
ture additions to the Sheep Barn (of which the Baby Beef Barn is an extension). This 
long term planning explains the terra cotta detailing. Built during the Great Depres­ 
sion, such materials would not have been available generally or in design to match 
those of the Sheep Barn as tney do. The Baby Beef Barn employs red brick to unify 
with the Sheep Barn and the complex looks very much like one immense building.

The Baby Beef Barn should be included in the historic district as a key structure as 
its age achieves the 50-year mimimum for National Register of Historic Places standards

21 Historical Significance Themeis)_____________________________________________________

22 a. Kev structure individually mas qualif\ for the National Register 

22 b. Contributing structure 

22 c. Not eligible intrusion

In 1923 an addition was added contiguously to the west of the Sheep Barn. This 
addition was designed by Keffer & Jones. It was intended to house baby beef.

"BEGIN BUILDING GIANT PAVILION FOR
BABY BEEF" Structure will house boys' & girls' club show. Building started this 
month. $37,000 cost for construction. Dimensions to be 150'x240'. Brick & steel 
construction. Will house 508 head of calves "making it the largest exclusively 
baby beef structure on any state fair grounds in America." Greater Iowa; May

22. Sources (for primarv and seconders sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

1923; p 3 c 3.
* Keffer & Jones office files; "Baby Beef Barn Addition 1938;" Office files, Karl 
Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA.

VV. C . Page. Public Historian
Prepared by_______ 319/456-8651 _____________Date__________________________________

Post Office Box 143
Address ___________ Richland. IA 52585 - ———————————— Telephone —————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information sources on this Pmprr!\ ~ Rrviru and Compliance Project:

^2 Counts Resource File ___ __

22 Umdshield Surses —'Other _______________

22 National Register ~ Other _________________

22 CJrants-ln-Aid: _________________..._„___ __......... "Other __

^3 Determination ot Fligibilits

\ Photo Images 

1. Sub|ect Traces ________

a. ________________..________._.________ _________

b. _______________________________... _. _______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 

District Name

Map Reference

08
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. Site Name POULTRY INDUSTRIES BUILDING - 4-H EXHIBIT BUILDING

2 

3. 

4.

5.

h.

Village/Town/ City

Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime _ __ 

Owner(s) Address _

Des Moines Tnwn,h, n Lee r ,. nntv Polk
SW Corner of Intersection of Logan St & 32 St

Urbar 
Rural

State 
State

i subdivision 
township

_ ____ _ eastine_ __ _ __ _ _ ..._
of Iowa/Iowa State
House; Des Moines,

block panel subpariel 
range section 4 seilion nt '. >ei turn

northing _ . _ _. _ __ ___ : A( reaye _..___ .._..__ _ . ... .. . _ ....__
Fair Board
IA 50309

8 Use: Prebent_

Slreei address

4-H Exhibits Building Original. Poultry Display Building _

1938*
Kucharo Construction Co (Des Moines) Genl 

ArrhitPr-tR..iiHpr Keffer & Jones. Architects #_____Contrt #Description
9. Date of Construction_

10. Building Type:
O single-family dwelling P] industrial 
LJ multiple-family dwelling rj educational 
FJ commercial

11. Exterior Walls: j^j clapboard [j stoneXX] brick [j board and batten H shingles ~ stucc<

M other __________________ ____________________________________

__ religious 
" agricultural

]2. Structural System: "wood frame with interlocking joints "wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
X^ masonrv load-bearing walls ^] iron frame Hi steel frame with cunam walls " reinforced concrete
nmher load-bearing walls are hollow tile; facing is brick veneer w/running bond

13. Condition: [^excellent [~ good _^] fair ^deteriorated

14. Integrity: XL original site rj] moved—ifso,when /'
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, it known) and an\ other ncjtable features of building ana site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: ^ barn ^ other farm structures •_ carriage house _ garage _ pnv\

pother ____________________________._._.__._._____..___________.__.__ 

1b. Is the building endangered? [^ nc yes— if so. why?

17. Surroundings of the building: " open land ^woodland " scattered outbuildings ~ densely built-up ~ < ornmerc lal 

'"^industrial r—| residential H other_____._______________._________.___.___..._.___._. . __ . .____.___

18 \\ap
_.._View looking_ SE



'Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance
~ a. Kev structure individuallv mav qualify for the National Register 

™ h. Contributing structure 

^ t . Sot eligible intrusion

Although the need for a new poultry building was voiced early in the 1930s, con­ 
struction was postponed until fair attendance had recovered from a slump during 
the early years of the decade. The 1935 fair was considered the "most successful 
in 5 years" (Greater Iowa; October 1935; p 1 c 4) and 1937 posted the "third lar­ 
gest attendance in Fair's history" (Greater Iowa; October 1937; p 1 c 4). Atten­ 
dance in 1937 was 381,279.

The Poultry Building is a Type 4 structure. Although ineligible for inclusion in 
the historic district at this time, the building should be included as its age age 
achieves the 5-year mimimum for National Register of Historic Places standards.

J 1. Historical Significance Themeis) ___________________________________________________ 

~ a. Kev structure individuallv mav qualifv for the National Register 

~~~_ b. Contributing structure 

^c. Not eligible intrusion

* "NEW POULTRY BUILDING SEEN AS REAL NEED" "A building which would permit other 
phases of the poultry industry to be shown would help to center attention on 
the problems and development of the entire business." (In 1931 "all records 
for size of show were broken" in the poultry department) . Greater Iowa; Octo­ 
ber 1931; p 3 c 1.

# File Correspondence in 1937 concerning building planning with Fair Board; Contract 
Files; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA. The Weitz
Company (Des Moines) was the electrical contractor. 

22. Sources (for primar\ and secondan, sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

"POULTRY MEN ASK FOR LARGER BUILDING AT FAIR" Greater Iowa; October 1934; p 2 c 3, 
"1938 CENTENNIAL STATE FAIR TO DEDICATE IOWA'S NEW $135,000 POULTRY BUILDING WITH
ELABORATE CERMEONIES AUG. 26th" Includes photo of construction in progress.
"The building will be one of the finest poultry buildings in the county." Great-
.er Iowa; May 1938; pic 1-4.

D , , >V. C. Page. Public Historian n ,, uPrepared b\———— 319/456-8651 ———————————————— Ddte ————————————————————————————————— 

Address ______ P°st Office Box 143 ____________ Telephone _____________________________ 
Richland, IA 52585Organization ___..__ ———-———————————————————————————————————— — ————————_-

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

! Ottu e Inturmation Sourc es on this ProperU ~ Revie\\ and I omplianc e Project: 

' Count\ Resource File

~ \\ mdshield Surve\ —'Other___

~2 National Register ^ Other ___

~ drants-ln-Aid: _.___.____________________ —'Other___ 

^3 Determination ot Higibihtv

5. Photo Images

2. Subfect Trai es ____ ____

a. . ________________________________.__ ________
b. _____________...____..________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Site Number.
08

Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s)

POULTRY INDUSTRIES BUILDING - 4-H EXHIBIT BUILDING

"$125,000 POULTRY BUILDING TO BE DEDICATED" The building was funded by the 
Public Works Administration and the Iowa General Assembly. Building measured 
172'x268'. It provided room for 6,000 birds. 5-furnaces made it possible to 
hold off-season shows in the building. Greater Iowa; May 1938; p 3 c 4. 
This article also provides the following information:

Kucharo Construction Company (Des Moines), General
Contractor 

Clay Equipment Corporation (Cedar Falls), Coops &
trestle equipment 

Herrick Refigerator Company (Waterloo), Glass refrigerator
display cases 

Gross Manufacturing Company, Coops, trays, & commercial
booths

CPO-14442
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The building no. 8 now referred to as the 4-H Building was designed by 

Keffer and Jones in 1938. It was then referred to as the Poultry Industries 

Building. This name was incised in a stone panel at the top of the two story 

central section and over the entrance. This building was designed almost 

25 years after the sheep barn and was the second structure in this area to 

have made art a part of architecture. Unfortunately, the use of the building 

changed. The minor entrances have incised stone panels over the entrance 

depicting different fowl.

The building is brick compatible with the other brick buildings 

in the area. The building was amply ventilated by having operable side 

wall windows and two stepped up clerestories which now are mostly closed. 

Only those on the south are windows. The structure is heated by gas fired 

units from which project tubes circling the room for high velocity air, which 

makes the 4-H Building somewhat winterized. It has good lighting and rest rooms.

Though the addition to the sheep barn in 1939 carried on the design
A\2A~^oCO

of the original, this was the end of that architectural period. The 4-H Building and
\ 

others after 1938 and before World War II were the beginning of a new period

in design. Little effort was made after that time-to make buildings compatible.

Tne above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Momes. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name _ 

Map Reference

09
Iowa State Fairgrounds ~09

Identification
1. SitelMime HORSE BARN

2. Village Town/Citv Des Moines_________Township Lee____________c
3 street Address Rock Island Ave between Walnut & Logan Streets
4 Leeal Location ___________________ _

rn.mtv PO^

4 Legal Location
Rural

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel 
'4 section

T UTM Location: zone

h. Owneris) NUme ._

7 Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

.easting__________northini
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
State House7~Des"Moines, ~IA 50309*

_____; Acreage

Mrt-f ddclrt"

Horse Barn
Stall

Same
Z,pi

n , .. 1907 UDescription 1909 **
9. Date of Construction aaa______Architect. Builder _

10. Building Type: 1|12 /**
n single-family dwelling Q industrial LJ other institutional 
LJ multiple-family dwelling [J educational j^ public 
n commercial

11. Exterior Walls: TZi clapboard [j stone X] brick H board and batten [^shingles n stucco 

other ____________ ___ ____ __

-Oriuinjl _______ _________________ _ _ __
"Smith, Wetherell & Gage (1907)tt# 
Oliver 0 Smith (1909)** 
Keffer & Jones, Architects (1929)*

\^ religious 
C agricultural

M. Structural System: ^ wood frame with interlocking |oints ^ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 1907 portion 
X] mason r\ load-bearing w alls ^ iron frame Ix steel frame with curtain walls ^j reinforced concrete V<a.s masonrv load"
—i nther bearing walls. Additions have steel frame._________________________

13. Condition: ^excellent X good ^ ̂ air [^deteriorated

14. integrity: jcoriginal site ~ moved—it so, when'' _____Major_additio_ns were added in 1909; 1912; 1929
Notes on alterations, additions UMth d-ites anH architect, if known) and anv nther not^hlt. features of huiidin'- "nd site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: ^ barn " other farm structures ~ carnage house ~ garaee ~ pnv\ 

^ other ____________________________ ___________________.______ _____________

1h. Is the building endangered? ^ no Hves—ifso.whv^—————______________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: [^ open land ^ woodland ~ scattered outbuildings ~ denseK built-up "commercial 

' ' industrial 1 ' residential ' < other _________________________________________________________

18. Map M. Phot.) 
Roll-..___ Frame.__ _..__ A lt , u looking east



kDlCiniIlCCir~IC@ (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

H). Architectural significance

X a. kev structure individually mav qualifv for the National Register

~ b. Contributing structure

"c. Not eligible intrusion

This large complex comprises five components which were built in four stages. The 
first 2-components were constructed in 1907. They stand at the southeast and north­ 
east corners of the building. In 1909 (Greater Iowa; 1 March 1913; p 3 c 3) a third 
component was built to connect the first two (Greater Iowa; 15 March 1910; p 7 c 4; 
includes photo looking west of this section "completed last year"). In 1912 a 
large component was built adjacent and to the west. It cost $25,000 and was called 
the "cross-section" (Greater Iowa; 15 June 1912; p 3 c 2). This addition measured 
156'x224' and provided stalls for 156 draft horses, 132 ponies, office for supervisor 
of the horse department, waiting room for exhibitors, shower bath rooms, toilets, etc, 
The 1909 component was converted to house fancy car-riaqe displays (Greater Iowa; 1 
March 1913; p 3 c 3).

21. Historical Significance Themetsi___________________________________________________

[j a. Key structure individually mav qualifv for the National Register 

r] b. Contributing structure 

^J c. Not eligible intrusion

## Original architect's tracings; "Smith, Wetherell, & Gage;" Office files; Karl
Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA. Dated 1 July 1907.

** Original architect's tracings; Oliver O Smith; Office files; Karl Keffer Associates;
dated 1909.

* Job File Cards; Office files; Karl Keffer Associates (successors to Keffer & Jones) 
Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

"TO BUILD NEW $50,000 HORSE BARN" "COMPLETING THE ORIGINAL PLAN OF THE IOWA STATE 
FAIR HORSE BARN AS STARTED IN 1914" "WILL HOUSE 500 HEAD WHEN WORK IS FINISHED 
THIS SUMMER" Article includes architect's drawing of west elevation. The 43rd 
General Assembly appropriated $50,000 for this 142'x210' addition. This west 
wing will replace the temporary wooden barns used for many years. The addition

Prepared bv______________________________________________Date_________________________________

address JwilLprovide stalls for_160 horses._&_64.. ponies. Entire JDarn_J:oJho.use_50Q_Jiead. 
organization ^(Greater Iowa; April-1929;-p. 8 c--1-4)-..._. _______- w. C. Pa Ke Public Historian

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. 1A 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Ottu r Information Sources un this Pn>pcr?\ ~ Rcvit'v\ and Compliance Project: 

~ ( ount\ Rt-soun t> File _______________
"^2 Windshield Sur\r\ — Other _______ _________ 

™ National Register "Other _________________________

~ Granlvln-Aid. _______________________ _____ ~ Other _________________ 

~ Determination ot

\ Photo Images

J. Subject Traces __________

a . ___________________________________ ________

b. ___________________________________ ________

d. _.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

09
Site Number

Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s)

HORSE BARN
N

1929

1907

1909

1907

EVOLUTION OF THE HORSE BARN

Source: Sanborn Map Company; New York; 1942. Map of Iowa State Fairgrounds

CPD-14442



HORSE BARN NO. 9 was originally built in 1907, that portion of which is 

shown cross-hatched; the 1912 addition is hatched, while the 1929 addition 

is shown without hatch. The architects for all three dates were Keffer and 

Jones. The overall appearance is that it was built in one time period. The 

brick is a brownish red, compatible with other structures nearby. The brick 

work is good, corner quoins and some brick at the cornice. Coping and 

other trim is stone. This building is completely closed in with only ventilating 

windows, dormers and roof vent.

The interior is open except for 1907 corner rooms which retained 

their exterior load-bearing walls. The balance of the structure is steel 

columns, trusses, purlins, wood joist and sheathing. Lengthwise, east and 

west, the space is divided into six aisles and twelve rows and stalls. These 

vary in size, the smaller being 5 by 8 ft. There is a skylight clerestory 

over the central section.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Site Number
09

Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s)

HORSE BARN

The Horse Barn complex was completed in 1929 with a 142'x210 l addition 
attached to the west. This addition forms the present west facade. The ad­ 
dition was built of "dark face brick and Bedford stone to harmonize with ol­ 
der parts of the structure" (Greater Iowa; April 1929; p 8 c 1-4). There is 
another extant photo of this addition's construction (Greater Iowa; July 1929; 
pic 1-4. w/caption "RUSH COMPLETION OF HORSE BARN FOR DIAMOND JUBILEE FAIR".

The Horse Barn is a Type 3 building. It employs red brick to conform with 
other buildings of its period and type. The Horse Barn is primarily a utilitarian 
design but with a number of architectural details. These include stone trim and 
brickwork. The color of brick and stone remain constain throughout the construc­ 
tion phases and give the complex unity. Brick quoins on the corners of the 1907 
portions are repeated in the 1929 addition. Tne ly29 addition hints at Art Deco 
through use of a stone/brick checkerboard pattern as a parapet on the west facade 
and through the stepped parapet of the main entryway on the same facade.

ADDITIONAL SOURCE:

### "THE NEW HORSE BARN." "The work on the new $25,000 horse barn for 
the Iowa State Fair is in rapid progress. The brick work has been 
under way for some days, and the steel work will be commenced this 
week. Nine of the old barns, which have been in use for the past 
twenty-five years, were moved to make room for the new brick and 
steel structure. Two of the old barns will be utilized for speed 
barns, and the others have been given temporary location, where 
they can be used for the draft horse exhibition. The new barn wil 
be the finest on the fair grounds." Greater Iowa; 15 June 1912; p 
c 2.

CPO-14442



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

10
Iowa State Fairgrounds

o

Identification MACHINERY HALL-VARIED INDUSTRIES BUILDING
1. Site Name

.Township, Lee County.2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3 street Address South Side of Grand Concourse (East Grand Avenue)
4. Legal Location __

Urban: subdivision 
township

bloc k 
range

parcel 
section

Polk

subpanel
'4 section ot

5. UTM Location: zone ________.easting____ _____northing___________
„ , , ^ State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Boardn Owner(s) NUme

Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present.

"State House; Des Moines, IA 50309
street addressi

Commercial Exhibit Bldg .Original__ Same

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:

1911*

J E Lovejoy (Des Moines), Gen'1 Contractor** 
A u-. . 0 M Smith, Liebbe, Nourse & Rassmussen,

.Architect. Builder ________________________ '

Q other institutional 
XX

_ single-familv dwelling Q] industrial 
|H multiple-family dwelling Q_] educational 
nj commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: LJ clapboard Q stone X] brick H board and batten F] shingles fj stucco
n other ____exterior walls 42" high_____________________

Architects
Pi religious 
H agricultural

^2 Structural System: ^ wood frame with interlocking joints j^]wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
'' masonrv load-bearing walls QH iron frame !~J steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced cx^ncrete
i—] other____roof is support by metal truss system_______________________

13. Condition: [j excellent g good F] fair H deteriorated
14. Integrity: [^original site ^] moved—if so, when'

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: H barn H other farm structures H carriage house M garage H priw
' other ___________________________ ___________________________________________

lb Is the building endangered? f] no ves — if so.

1~. Surroundings of the building: n open land r] woodland H scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up "commercial 
1 industrial H residential H other _______________———_—____________________________________

14. Photo 
Roll- Framt'_-_. looking NW



(Indicate sources of information for ail statements) 

_(). Architectural significance

5c a. Kev structure'individuallv mav qualify for the National Register 

^2 b. Contributing structure 

~c. Not eligible intrusion

The Machinery Hall/Varied Industries Building is a Type 3 structure. Its design is 
primarily utilitarian but with some architectural detail. Details include entryways 
at-nortnwest and nortneast corners each covered with half-barrel roofs. Architect 
Smith had previously employed the halt-barrel on his 1904 Agriculture Building and 
the 1907 Swine Barn on the Fairgrounds. Main entrance to the Machinery Hall features 
brick piers surmounted with a pediment with stone trim and tlag poles. The Machinery 
Hall was a conscious attempt by the Fair Board to rationalize under one roof commercial 
display. Until this time, farm implement manufacturers (and other commercial products) 
had been exhibited in the Machinery Department, located, approximately, where the Mid­ 
way is today. This department had, since 1886, continually resembled a jumble of build­ 
ings. The lylO plan of O C Simonds had recommended construction of Machinery Hall on

Historical Significance Themeis) ___________________________________________________ 

[j a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

2 c. Not eligible intrusion
its present site to be built by the Fair Board. The idea was to place an order on the 
variety of commercial display by localizing it in one building.

This building was originally named Machinery Hall. The useage continued 
at least through 1920.# The building was also known as Machinery Building.##

11. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication : author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Sanborn Fire Insurance Map; New York; 1920.
## Burriss, John A, Engineer; "Sanitary Sewer System; Iowa State Fair;" (Blue­ 

print); 1915; Iowa State Fair Office Files.
* Greater Iowa; 1 May 1911; pic 2-3.

** Greater Iowa; 3 June 1911; pic 2-3.

Prepared bv ______ W - <• P»R?' ^'1° "ist°ria" _____________ Date ___________ : _______________

Address ________ Post Office Box 143 ______________ Telephone 
Orgamzanon _____ Richland- IA 52585 __ ______________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 OtTiif Information Sources on this Propem ~ Review and Compliance Project: 

' C ount\ Resourc t> File

~ \\indshield Survev •—• Other __

^2 National Register r^ Other ___

~ Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ r] Other ___ 

~ Determination of EligibiliU

5. Photo Images

-. Subject Traces ________

a. ___________________________________ ________
b. ___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory 10
Site Number.

Office of Historic Preservation 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s)

MACHINERY HALL - VARIED INDUSTRIES BUILDING

"IMPROVEMENT THIS YEAR."

"It is with great pleasure that we announce the improvements for the coming 
year made pobbile by an appropriation by the thirty-fourth general assembly 
amounting to $85,000—$65,000 for the first half of the machinery hall, 
$12,000 for additional land, and $8,000 for sanitary closets. With the ap­ 
propriation of $65,000 for a machinery building, it is the purpose of the 
management to construct one-half of a machinery building that will be re­ 
quired to take care of the mammoth exhibit of machinery and implements 
shown annually at the Iowa State Fair. The building when complete will be 
430x480 feet, and will cost about $160,000 and contain 206,400 square feet, 
or about five acres of floor space. This building, like all other perman­ 
ent buildings on the grounds, will be constructed of brick and steel. The 
architectural design will be similar to that of the swine pavilion except 
that it will be considerably higher and will have wide, attractive entran­ 
ces leading into the building from all four sides. It will have a twenty 
foot walk extending around the entire building and covered with a counter­ 
balanced roof. This walk, with the broad aisles throughout the exhibition 
room, will afford protection from storm for at least fifteen thousand people, 
When complete, this building will house practically all the machinery and 
implement exhibits, except threshing machines, traction enginges, traction 
plows, windmills, etc. Not only will it make an ideal place to exhibit 
implements and machinery, but will make the exhibit more valuable to the 
exhibitor and to those interested in this line of exhibits, on account of 
the central location and easy access to the building, and the manner in 
which the exhibits will be displayed. One-half of this building will be 
ready to receive exhibits for the 1911 fair."

Greater Iowa; 1 May 1911; pic 2-3. This issue also includes a reproduc­ 
tion of the architect's drawing (pages 4-5).

CPD-14442



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

10
Site Number

Continuation Sheet

Item Number(s)

MACHINERY HALL - VARIED INDUSTRIES BUILDING

The steel for this building was fitted in Massilon, Ohio. This first 
segment of the building comprised 270'x520' / all roofed. The general con­ 
tractor was J E Lovejoy. (Greater Iowa; 3 June 1911; pic 2-3).

"MACHINERY BUILDING A BIG FEATURE"

"The old machinery buildings on the hillside have been torn down and the 
place will be used for heavy exhibits especially traction plows." (Greater 
Iowa; 7 July 1911; p 4 c 2-3).

The new Machinery Hall "together will the condeming and removal of a large 
part or perhaps all the old machinery buildings will require the rearrange­ 
ment of practically all the exhibits in the machinery department."

"NEW BUILDING TO BE COMPLETE FOR 1930 FAIR"

Machinery Hall improvement: open court to be enclosed and roofed. Enlarge­ 
ment: new south entrance constructed where dairy exhibits will be shown. 
Total cost $7,500. (Greater Iowa; May 1930; p 7 c 1).

CPD-14442



VARIED INDUSTRIES BUILDING NO. 10 was designed by Smith, Liebbe, Nourse 

and Rassmussen and built in 1911. The building interior is a large open space 

with open side walls except the main entrance on the north and restrooms 

located at the northeast corner and northwest corner and several minor 

entrances on the other elevations. The building is surrounded by an arcade 

on all four sides. At the northeast and northwest corners connecting the 

arcades are 4-way arched structures that resemble gazebos. Half barrel 

roofs east and west and north and south intersect at center. The wall 

between the arcade and interior space has columns with wire screen enclosing 

interior space. The arcade roof is lower than the exhibit space, and above 

the arcade, surrounding the exhibit space, is a clerestory. Further in the 

building, another clerestory gives more light to the interior, though these 

have been closed. Both the corner gazebos and the main entrance have a 

classic feeling which has also been built into other structures. Wide piers 

either side of the main entrance are surmounted by a frieze and a pediment. 

The side piers carry up and are capped with a decorative pagoda and flag 

pole. A detail which appears in other buildings of this period is a decorative 

truss-type joist located below the arcade roof.

The above Architectural Description was provided by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name.
Map Reference #.

11
Iowa State Fairgrounds _

Identification
1. Site Name STATE FISH & GAME BUILDING - CONSERVATION BUILDING

Township Lee .County.2. Village Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address North Side of Grand Concourse (East Grand Avenue)
4. Legal Location ____

subdivision 
township

bloik 
range

par( el
section

Polk

subpan el
'4 settinn ot '' seitu

UTM Location: zone -eastmg_____ _ ___ n c > r t h i n At
h. owneris) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
„ ^ , . ... State House; Des Moines. IA 50309 , . Owner(s) Address _____________'____________'___________

Mree! address •(. i!\i

Conservation Exhibits
Z.C

Same8. Use: Present_____^»^=J- v«uj.wn m^^j. uo________Original.
Aquarium 1926 

r^ . ,. Walls 1927Description Roof 1929 *
9. Date of Construction_________________Architect. Builder

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling JH industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling fj educational 
[H commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard [x stone X] brick n board and batten H shingles Q stucco 

r] other ________________________________________________________

Proudfoot, Rawson & Soeurs, Architects

fj other institutional 
2 public

Q religious 
LJ agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking |oints "wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
£ masonry load-bearing walls H iron frame [H steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete

n other__________________________________________________________:_________

13. Condition: Q excellent xl good [j fair [j deteriorated

14. Integrity: xxorigmal site [j moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (uith dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: F] barn H other farm structures -^j carriage house " garage [j priv\ 

^j other ____________________________ _________________________ __ __ ____ __

16. Is the building endangered? T7 no C yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: [j open land [^woodland ^J scattered outbuildings r] densely built-up ~ commercial 

J"1 industrial H residential H other _____________________________________________________.____

18. Map



OlCTI"llllCCinC© (Indicate sources of information for all stateinents) 

20. Architectural significance

v<£ a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

^j c. Not eligible'intrusion

The State Fish & Game Building is a Type 3 structure. It was constructed in phases, 
notably the walls and then the roof. The architectural detail of this building is 
particularly high for the Fairgrounds as a district. Details include stone quoins, 
columns, arches and cornice treatments & decorative iron railings around second level 
windows. The building has an open feeling with three large, arched entryways on the 
facade. Construction of the Family Center directly east of the building has cramped 
the State Fish & Game Building on its site.

Historical Significance Theme(s) ______________

2 a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

Fj b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primar\ and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* "IMPROVING FISH - GAME BUILDING" Included complete roofing of the building w/an 
"open-story" type—!'an elevated roof over court flanked by windows extending down 
to main roof around the sides." Windows were hung to provide ventilation. J E 
Lovejoy won contract for work. (Greater Iowa; July 1929; p 5 c 2).

W. C'. Page, Public Historian

Richland. IA 52585 _______________Telephone
Organization _____

hor Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

i Ottur Information Sources on :hi> Property ~ Review and Compliam e Project: 

C ount\ Resource File
~ \\indshield Survev —Other 

H National Register ~ Other

^2 Crants-ln-Aid: ___________________________ "(Other 

^2 Determination of EligibiliU

5. Photo linages 

2. Subject Traces _________

a. __________________________________ ________ 

b. ___________________________________ .________



STATE FISH & GAME BUILDING/CONSERVATION BUILDING NO. 11 was designed by 

Proudfoot, Rawson and Soeurs. The aquarium itself was built July 1926 and the 

outer building in 1927. In the early 1920s, the Conservation Commission was 

asked to exhibit at the Fair. Tanks were brought in and Iowa fish were exhib­ 

ited. If someone wanted a closer look, the fish were dipped out. The area 

around the tanks became muddy and people found it difficult to see. As a 

result, in 1926, the aquarium was built and the following year it was housed 

within another structure. Four workshops, cages, etc. were built to enlarge 

the exhibit from fish only to animals and reptiles. The building is a brick 

building trimmed with stone, Romanesque Revival. It mainly provides a roof 

over the aquarium as most of the sides are open. More light comes into the 

building by a continuous clerestory. The stone swans sit on the south ele­ 

vation cornice.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner,



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

12
Iowa State Fairgrounds T2 —————————————————

Identification
FAMILY CENTER

2 

3.

4.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

Des Moines
North Side

Urban: 
Rural

of Grand
Township
Concourse

Lee
(East

subdivision 
township

Grand

block 
ran«e

Tfnintv

Avenue )

parcel 
section

Polk

subpartei

5. UTM Location: zone

h. Owneris) Nime _

7. Owneris) Address _

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
State" Ho"use7 ~JDe~s^dbTnes',""iA~"50309

._northing___._________; •V reagf.._______

8. Use: Present,

Mreet ddtlressi

Home Making Exhibits Radio & Television Broadcast Studios

1956*
Karl Keffer Associates, Architects*.
Norman Fagustrum Construction Co, Builder -Architect Builder __________________________________________

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling d! industrial 
dl multiple-family dwelling d! educational 
dl commercial

11. Exterior Walls: d! clapboard d stone x] brick rj board and batten Hj shingles di stucco
r-j otner entryway on facade is stone

Q other institutional
£5 public

;_ religious
d agricultural

12. Structural System: di wo°d frame with interlocking |oints H wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
"~] masonrv load-bearing walls d iron frame HI steel frame with curtain walls d reinforc ed c one rete

H other____________________________________________:______________________

13. Condition: XI excellent FJ good FJ fair Q2 deteriorated

14. Integrity: JfXorigmal site Amoved—ifso.when^
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: d barn d other farm structures d carriage house d garage d P rlVN 

"other _________________________________________________________________________

1b. Is the building endangered? 2S no d ves— if so, why?________________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land d! woodland 7j scattered outbuildings " denselv buiit-up ~tommer(ial 

industrial n residential ^ other _______________________________________ .___._.._.._________

18. Map Photo
Roll-______ Frame _____View -^^---"-looking NNW



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

r] a. Key structure-individually may qualify for the National Register 

£j b. Contributing structure 

^c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

H a. Key structure individually mav qualifv for the National Register 

C b. Contributing structure 

Lj c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card File; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Bldg; Des 
Moines, IA.

W. C'. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv_____ 319/456-8651 ______________Date_______________________________

Address ._____ ESrV-y* —————————————Telephone ————————————————————————
()rganization __.__.._.__——.. —— ——— —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I ()tti( e Information Soun es <m this Proper'\ " Review and Compliance Project: 

C ount\ Resource File

~ \\indshieid Surve\ —' other 

" National Register ^ Otht>r 

22 Crants-ln-Aid: _____ _.._...__._....__..._________.....__ "~~. Other 

' '' Determination of

\. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ____ ___ 

a. _____________________________________ ________ 

b. ___________________________________ ________



FAMILY CENTER BUILDING NO. 12 was designed by Karl Keffer Associates 
in 1956. There are two rectangular units jointed by an oblique angled 
entrance. The building units are brick and the entrance cut and rough 
faced stone. The building houses homemaking exhibits in one unit and 
radio and television stations in the other.

The above information was prepared by William Wagner,



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District

Map Reference #_

13
Iowa state Fairgrounds

Identification
1. Site Name______GRANDSTAND & EDUCATIONAL BUILDING
2. Village/Town/City Des Moines_________Township_____L^e_ .Countv.
3. Street Address North Side of Grand Concourse (East Grand Avenue)
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block

Polk

T. UTM Location: zone ____.______easting__ ________northing_________
Mime State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair_Boar_d 

"state liouse; Des lloines, IA 50309

Q .. _8 Use: Prpsent

• Mivfi addr

Grandstand -Original.

1909 (open grandstand) * 
Description 1927 (enclosed facade & additional grandstand sections)
9. Date of Construction_________________Architect. Builder Oliver O Smith (1909)##______________

10. Building Type: Keffer & Jones, Architects (1927 portion)
n single-family dwelling [^industrial H other institutional ^religious 
[j multiple-family dwelling [^educational [^public [2 agricultural 
fj commercial

11. Exterior Walls: 3 clapboard ^ stone X] brick G board and batten H shingles ^stucco

^ other _________________________________________________________________________________

12. Structural System: ^ wood frame with interlocking joints ^ wood frame with light members 'balloon frame) 
^masonrv load-bearing walls [j iron frame x2 steel frame with curtain walls " reinforced c om rete
f-, nthpr This structure employs steel columns, trusses, I-beams , & concrete.__________

13. Condition: [j excellent gj good [^ fair [j deteriorated
14. Integrity: xx<>riginal site \ moved—if so. when 1' _____

The enclosed facade provided interior

Notes on alterations, additions u\ith dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site: 
space for exhibits and this area was named the Educational Building.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: H barn ^ other farm structures ^ carriage house "garage ^ priw
XXjther __t_i_c_ket__bQoth. wa_s•__ constructed just outisde the east entrance in 1952._

16. Is the building endangered? Jfi? no [j ves— if so. why? ______________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: ^2 open land [^woodland [H scattered outbuildings ™ densely built-up ^1 commercial 

1 industrial 1 residential ^ other ________________________________________________________

18. Mao 9. Photo 
Rolk_ Frame_____ looking



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

_0 Architectural significance

?£ a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

~ b. Contributing structure 

~ c. Sot eligible intrusion

The Grandstand and Educational Building constitute a Type 3 building. The original 
grandstand was purely functional with no attempt at architectural detail. The 1927 
addition employed red brick to conform with other permanent improvements on the fair 
grounds. The Educational Building also employed more architectural detail than most 
buildings on the grounds. These include stone trim and decorative iron grillwork. 
On the facade, the east and west entryways display notable stonework details inclu­ 
ding geometric shapes and an American eagle in relief.

The original architect's drawing of this complex clearly indicates it was planned as 
a two-phase construction (see attached drawing) . Eighteen years were required to 
realize the long-term plan. The Grandstand and Educational Building clearly and ef­ 
fectively call attention to the orderly program of development the Fair Board utilized.

11 Historical Significance Theme(s) ________ _ __________________________________________ 

^] a. Key structure individually may qualify for the \ational Register 

^] b. Contributing structure 

[H c. Not eligible intrusion

* Greater Iowa; 15 May 1909; p 1 "Architect's Drawing;" Grand Stand to be all steel. 
Contracts let and work commenced on the new grand stand at the State Fair. To be 
ready for 1909 fair. $100,000 legislature appropriate. To have 8 sections of stand 
and total 380' with capacity of 8,500. New track also. 900 tons of steel required. 
Plan to be a circle segment back 100' from track with open paddock to accomodate an 
additional 4,000 spectators.

## Original architect's plans; Ink on linen backed paper; Oliver O Smith signature. Of­ 
fice Files; Karl Keffer Associates; Des Moines, IA.

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Old sources call this building the "amphitheater" as well as grandstand ( cf Greater
Iowa ; 5 June 1909) . 

The name Eudcational Building applies to the area enclosed by the 1927 facade (Greater
Iowa ; October 1935; p 5 c 2-3). 

The original architect's drawing of the grandstand indicated a phased construction:
The grandstand proper w/o facade and w/facade (Greater Iowa 15 May 1909) .

Prepared by —————— * ———————— . ————— ^ate ——— =

Address __________ ______ . 319/456-8651 _____ Telephone
, , , Post Office Box 143Organ, zanon „ ——————— ._.._. R ichland. IA 52585

** "Education Building; " Contract file folder; Keffer & Jones Correspondence; Office File; 
Karl~ Kef fer Associates ; Des Moines r TA". —— CT~E~Lgvej'OV~th"e— General Contractor" —— Dated 1927

For Otfice of Historic Preservation Use Onlyj.
1 Offic e Information v>un e> nn thi-. Pmp»-rr\ ~ Revievs and Compliance Project: 

C ount\ Resourc r File

— Umdshield Survey — Other __

— National Register — Other __

— Crants-ln-Aid: ___.___._____ .._.__._____________ ^ Other ___ 

^2 Determination of Higibility

5. Photo Images 

1. Subject Tra< es ____ .___

b. ______________'._______________________ ________



GRANDSTAND (CONTINUED)

"STEEL AMPHITHEATER BEING BUILT FOR IOWA STATE FAIR"

Source: Greater Iowa; 15 May 1909; p 1. Note the proposed, 
enclosed drawing in the upper left hand corner.



GRANDSTAND AND TRACK NO. 13 was originally built as an open stadium with a 

roof in 1909. There are a possible two periods here rather close together. 

In 1927 the exterior was added. Keffer & Jones was the architect. Large 

ground floor exhibit areas were created below the stadium seating with more 

exhibit area on the second floor level but not as deep. At this time, 

three sections at the east end and two sections at the west end were also ad­ 

ded along with ramps reaching the various levels. The south face, or front, 

is almost Coliseum in feeling. There are windows and arches at each level. 

Art Deco is more plentiful here and mixed up with a little Prairie School in 

the third floor window treatment with a little classic here and there, which, 

all added together make a very handsome building in my opinion. Wrought iron 

has been used throughout in spandrel decoration, railing and fencing. The 

structural system is steel columns, trusses, I-beams, and concrete stadiu.

There was considerable wind damage to the upper part of the south wall 

above the last seating in 1974. The rebuilt area is noticable by brickwork.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

14
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
14

Identification
YE OLD MILL

2. Village/Town/ City
3. Street Address
4. Legal Location

S. UTM Location: zone

7. Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
NW Coner of Intersection of Grand Concourse &

Urban subdivision 
Rural: township

MUinp nnrthinp

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50309

block 
range

; A( reage

rnuntv Polk

33rd St

panel subpartel 
section '•« section of '• section

8. Use: Present.

.Street address)

Amusement Water Ride

.Zipi

-OriginaL Same

Description 1920-1924* Unknown
10. Building Type:

n single-family dwelling 
Q multiple-family dwelling 
Q commercial

11. Exterior WallsifX clapboard
l~l other

Q industrial 
Q educational

[_] stone Q brick [

Q other institutional 
n public

3] board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

Q religious 
Q agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking |oints j^wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
!_j masonrv load-bearing walls H iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

C other_________________________________________________——————————i———————

13. Condition: H excellent H good H fair [^deteriorated
14. Integrity: LJ original site fj moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions iwith dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: H barn H other farm structures F] carriage house P] garage f] privv
pother _water way (presently constructed of reinformced concrete. Originally constru

16. Is the building endangered? H no gj ves-if so. why? ted of tarred railroad ties._____________
_____deterioration of canal___________________________________________________
17. Surroundings of the building: [H open land [j woodland [^\ scattered outbuildings ^j densely built-up H commercial

! industrial r <̂ residential H other .____________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll looking E



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

JO Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

X] b. Contributing structure 

^j c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building is a Type 2 structure. Exterior walls are clapboard and 2-gam- 
brel dormers on the facade are notable features. This building may have been 
recycled from a previous use now unknown; The complex is at its present site 
in 1924.*

21 Historical Significance Theme(s) ___________________________________________________

Q a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

£3 b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible intrusion

Suggested dates of construction vary widely for this building. In 1920 a 
Fire Station was on this site. By 1942 the building is shown as at present. 
(Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1920; 1942).

* "Present Plan/Iowa State Fair and Exposition Grounds;" dated July 1924; Source
of original document unknown; Source of copy: Robert Harvey; College of Design; 
Iowa State University.

21. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

"FAIRGROUNDS BEING IMPROVED FOR EXPOSITION" "The Old Mill, one of the permanent
ride features adjoining the midway is being entirely rebuilt. A new channel 
for the boats is being dug and entirely new scenery is being installed through­ 
out." (Greater Iowa; July 1935; p 4 c 4).

W. C'. Page, Public Historian
Prepared by________ 319/456-8651 ____________Date_________________________________

' «_„* /Art*__ r>__. i <TPost Office Box 143 
Address —————————— Richland, IA 52585 ————————————Telephone
()rgamzation..___________———-—- -— —————— ————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Otfk e Information St >ure e>> i m ihi•< Properiv ~ Revie\\ and Compliance Pro|ect: 

~ LounU Resource File _ ____________________ 

~ V\ mdshield Surve\ —Other ________________ 

~ National RegiMer ~ Other________________ 
" Crants-ln-Aid: . ..._ .___._.__.._.—.._- ^ Other_________________ 

" Determination ot Lligibilit\

]. Photo Images 

1. Subject Traces ________

a. __________________________________ ________
b. __________________________-_______ ———————



THE OLD MILL RIDE BUILDING NO. 14 was built around 1912. It is the 

oldest and only permanent amusement ride that has been in continuous use 

and enjoyed by all, year after year. The beginning and end of the tunnel 

water ride is in the barn-like building, wood construction throughout. The 

exterior is clapboard. The tunnel structure exterior is faced with sheet 

metal and asphalt roof. The tunnel or canals were originally constructed 

of tarred wood. This has been changed to poured and reinforced concrete. 

There is a question as to the date. We know from photographs 

that it was not there in 1910. Some think it was built in 1912 and the 

latest guess is 1920.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

15
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
15

Identification
1. Site Name ELECTRICAL BUILDING

2. 

3. 

4.

h. 

8.

Village/Town/Ciry Des Moines Township Lee mnntv Polk
Street Address East Side of 33rd St just North of Grand Concourse
Legal Location

Urban: 
Rural:

UTM Location: zone

Owner(s) Nime State of

subdivision block parcel subparcel 
township range setlion '4 section of '•• section

e.istinp nnrthinp : Arreape

Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
n«,n«>r<c) AHH«»« State House: Des Moines. IA 50309

Electrical
Use: Present „ . ^

address) iOt\i (Slate) (Zipi

Switching & 
....,;,_.._ Original ...... Same ... ......._.

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:
1964*

Karl Keffer Associates, Architects* 
.Architect/Builder Gartner & Stiles Co, Builders______

G other institutional 
2S public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone JT| brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _______brick appears veneer___________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |oints 5§wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls Fj iron frame FJ steel frame with curtain walls FJ reinforced concrete 

FJ other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: gj excellent FJ good FJ fair FJ deteriorated
14. Integrity: [Xoriginal site FJ moved—if so, when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: FJ barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 

G other _____________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? (X] no FJ V es— if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

FJ industrial FJ residential G other _______________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

10. Architectural significance

H a. Kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

^2 b. Contributing structure 

S£ c. Not eligible/intrusion

ELECTRIC BUILDING NO. 15 was designed by Karl Keffer Associates in 1964 for 
use in electric swithfoing and maintenance. It is a brick building in two 
units—one low roof for office and the other for truck and garage. There 
is an interesting, inexpensive coping detail only an architect would provide,

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register

[H b. Contributing structure

Qc. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card File; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Bldg; Des 
Moines, IA.

Prepared bv______ W. C. Page, Public Historian ______________Date____
319/456-8651 T , U

Address ————————— post Office Box 143 ———————————————Telephone
Organization _____ Richland, IA 52585 _______________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Otfu e Information Sourc es on this Property H Review and Compliance Project: 
~" I ounty Resource File

13 Windshield Survev H Other___ 

12 National Register F] Other ___ 

I_Crants-ln-Aid:———————————————————————————— rj Other __ 

^] Determination of Eligibility

J. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces _________

a, _____________________________________ '_______
b ____



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

16
Iowa State Fairgrounds _

Identification
1. Site Name MODEL COTTAGE - STORAGE BUILDING

Lee .County.2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3 Street Address South Side of Grand Ave between Hoover & 34th Streets
4. Legal Location ____

block 
range

parcel 
section

Polk

subparcel
'4 section of '« section

5. UTM Location: zone easting. _northing_
h Owner(s) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage,

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50309
iMreet address 1

8. Use: Storage Building _OriginaL Model Cottage Exhibit

Description 1929* .Architect Builder
10.

11.

Building Type:
G single-family dwelling 
G multiple-family dwelling
G commercial
Exterior Walls:

G other

S clapboard

G industrial 
G educational

G stone G brick

G other institutional G religious 
E public Q agricultural

G board and batten |G shingles [G stucco

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints [Xwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G ' ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

G other______________:_____________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good G ^ a ' r S3 deteriorated

14. Integrity: [35 original site G moved—if so. when? ________________________________________________________
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other __________________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? G no ig VPS—iUn. why? deterioration/without use_____________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other __________________________________________________________

18. Map 14. Photo 
Rol



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

10. Architectural significance

X a. Key structure'individually may qualify for the National Register 

£j b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible/intrusion

This is a charming example of a Type 2 building with clapboard exterior walls. 
The building provided a model cottage with two-rooms (presumably with model in­ 
terior decoration) for Fairgoers. The building has changed virtually inconsequen­ 
tially since 1929 and forms a piquant foil to the 1970s earthshelter home directly 
behind it. Preservation of the Model Cottage is urged in a format exactly like its 
original: an example of a 1920s building and interior design for the common man and 
woman.

The Model Cottage is a rare example of a post-1917 Type 2 building remaining on its 
original site on the Fairgrounds.

-1. Historical Significance Themeto__________________________________________

[j a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

Ob. Contributing structure

[He. Not eligible intrusion

In 1920 there were 5 small buildings along this same street in the vicinity 
of the Model Cottage. By 1942, there were three left. The westerly building 
was post office for the Fair.

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc. 

See attached photographs picturing the building in 1942.

W C . Page. Public Historian
Prepared bv ______ „ 31/?/ 456-?51 m ______________Date____

Post Office Box 143 
Address _______ Richland. IA 52585 ______________Telephone
Organization ___________—————————————————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Ottue Information Sources on this ProperU " Reviev% and Compliance Project: 

~~ C'ountx Resource File

~ Uindshield Sur\e\ ^ Other___ 

^2 National Register fj Other___ 

^ Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ i~~l Other___ 

^j Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. ___________:_________________________ ________ 

b. _____________________________________ ________



STORAGE BUILDING NO. 16 was built in 1929 as a model cottage exhibit 

It is of wood construction.

The above information was provided by William Wagner.
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CULTURAL CENTER NO. 17 was designed by Keffer and Jones and built in 

1949 as the girl's 4-H dormitory. It became the cultural center exhibiting 

arts and crafts in 1980. The building is poured-in-place concrete/ slightly 

curved, a three story building facing west. The north and south ends have 

wings projecting east to form a courtysrd which is used by arts and carfts 

as a performing stage at times. Most of the second floor partitions were 

removed to enlarge exhibit areas. Clear glass replaced the obscure privacy 

glass on the courtyard side. The old hydrangia plants that lined the walk 

from the old cultural center (Women and Children's Building) were replanted 

around this building.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.

N.B.: Keffer & Jones files indicate the building was constructed in 1947.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

17
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
17

Identification
GIRLS' 4-H DORMITORY - CULTURAL CENTER

2. 
3. 
4.

~> . 

h.

Street Address

UTM Location: zone 
Owner(s) N«me 
Owneris) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
SE Corner of Intersection of Capitol

Urban: subdivision 
Rural township

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50309

Cnunrv Polk
at 34th St

block panel subpartel 
range section '4 section of '• section

8. Use: Present.
Arts & Crafts Exhibit Bldg

•Statfi iZipi

Girls' 4-H Dormitory

1947*
.Architect Builder

Keffer & Jones, Architects 
John Lovejoy, BuilderDescription

9. Date of Construction__
10. Building Type:

G single-familv dwelling Q industrial Q other institutional 
n multiple-family dwelling r] educational x2Pu t>'it 
Ql commercial

11. Exterior Walls: £j clapboard [j stone r] brick Q board and batten r] shingles n stucco

3Tj other ____poured concrete________________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: ^j wood frame with interlocking |oints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonrv load-bearing walls r] iron frame 53 steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

G other __________________________________________:———————————————————————————

13. Condition: P] excellent $£ g°od Q ^ air D deteriorated

14. Integrity: ^original site F] moved—if so, wheni*
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn n other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage Q priw 

[^] other *'_________________________ _________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? ^5 no Q ves— if so, whv? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land [^woodland n scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up H commercial 

n industrial H residential —other —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

18. Map
Frame. _View

looking SE

!^v?^';£^.^:^&^^ • • .__ ..- .... —..._-. ._.... ._ ..-..__.. ^ ........ .-. .. -—-— jfJjr«Jg,,Wv<W!,h.M ......
_^«fa^;*--.i^;.

"*«*• -ir-st,.:-' v, v.;-^25S>£5if^asi3SS15^^



(Indicate sources of information for ail statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
n b. Contributing structure 
3 c. Not eligible intrusion

a
This isAlarge example of a Type 5 building. Although it is presently ineligible 
as a key building in the historic district, its status should receive reevalua- 
tion as its age meets requirements for the National Register of Historic Places. 
This is a major building on the Fairgrounds. Its construction illustrates the 
developing policy by the Fair Board to provide fireproof facilities for youth 
activities.

Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Original Plans; Keffer and Jones, Architects; Office Files; Karl Keffer Associates 
(successors to the firm); Masonic Temple Building; Des Moines, IA.

W. C. Page, Public Historian 
319/456-8651

Post Office Box 143
Richland, IA 52585

Date

Telephone

' For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Ottue Information Sources on this Property ^ Revieu and Compliance Project: 
' C ount\ Resource File

G Windshield Survey n Other ___ 

^] National Register H Other___ 
G Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ G Other ___ 
H Determination of Eligibility

). Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. _____________________________________ _________ 
b. ___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

18
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. Site Name GRILS 1 4-H DORMITORY - HILLCREST DORMITORY

2. Village/Town/City Des Moines Township Lee
3. Street Address 34th St between Captiol & Logan (just south
4. legal Location

Urban: subdivision block 
Rural: township range

T. UTM Location: zone eastinp nnrthim> \i r^.i
„ n™,.r,.i N™ state of Iowa/Iowa State Fair ' Board

^ »_,_, State House; Des Moines, IA 50309

rnnntu P° lk

of Site #17)

parcel subparcel 
section '4 section of '• section

?T

iStreet addressi »Lit\) Vatf> Zipi

a u,p. ?,«„„, Dormitory for FFA Grandstand n a| Girls' 4-H Dormitory
Ushers

Description 0 * Keffer & Jones
10. Building Type:

G single-family dwelling G industrial G other institutional 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational jQ2 public

, Architects

G religious 
G agricultural

G commercial 
11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

CT other hollow tile_____________________________
12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 

G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

G other __________ : _________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good §2 fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: [[Xoriginal site H moved — if so, when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

The 100' long north porch is original to the building.
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G gara ge Q privy

H other

16. Is the building endangered? S no G ves—if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map

ti'i\\ •/'-: •>•-; ..;',,',•./". / '• ' .cT- / ' ,'. -""-j^ '^\ jf^ff".-' <»* *1,V^ '!'v'•'*•" '- ' r**to&$*'i&li-^^^•^y \, a^a^^a^i^-v^ -.TLV; ^-yr-vj^a



OlQTllllCCir"lC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

g] b. Contributing structure

n c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Girls' Dormitory/Hillcrest Dormitory is a good example of a Type 4 building. 
It illustrates hollow tile, one of the various materials employed for masonry 

' load-bearing wall buildings. The Fair was moving toward erection of fireproof 
buildings to house youth activity. This particular example is strictly utilitarian. 
The gable end always has been covered with asphalt shingles. Two metal ventilators 
are now non-extant on the roof.

1

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

Ob. Contributing structure 

r] c. Not eligible intrusion

Sanborn Map Company; New York; 1942. Fairgrounds map identifies this building 
as "Girls' Dormitory.

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* $50,000 IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IS LAUNCHED" "New Buildings to be Complete For
1930 Fair" The largest improvement mentioned is a new Girls' Dormitory for 
4-H to accomodate 200 and to be "erected in pine grove just south of present 
girls' dormitory." Building to be 26'xlOO'. The then girls' dormitory 
housed 300. (Greater Iowa; May 1930; p 7 c 1).

W. C. Page, Public Historian ________________Date____________________________ 319/456-8651 —————————————————— ~~———————————————————————————————
Post Office Box 143 ——————————————————Telephone

Organization ___ Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Offiif Information Sources on this ProperK rj Review and Compliance Project: 

Countv Resource File

^2 Windshield Survev n Other___ 

2] National Register r] Other ___ 

^2 Crants-ln-Aid: _____________________________ H Other___ 

[]j Determination of EligibiliU

i. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces ________

a. ________:_________________________ ________ 

b. ___________________________________ ________



HILLCREST DORMITORY BUILDING #18 was designed by Keffer and Jones 

in 1930. It is a hollow tile structure/ two story rectangular building facing 

north. There is an open veranda porch along this side. Plan is simple with 

a central hall east and west and rooms off same. It has always and is still 

used for dormitories.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

19
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
19

Identification
1. Site Name

BUILDING - BOYS' 4-H DORMITORY NUMBER 3

Moines Polk2. Village/Town/City Des MOines_________Township_____Lee___________County__________
3. Street Address 35th St between Capitol & Logan Sts (north side of Site #20)
4. Legal Location _____

subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
section

subparcel
'4 section ot '•« section

.easting. .northing.5. UTM Location: zone 

h. Owner(s) Nime
7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines , IA 50309

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage __

8. Use: Present.

'Street address*

Storage Building
z, P ,

-OriginaL
Building possibly for display pur-

poses

Description 1886 (pro_
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Architect Rmlrier

William F Hackney (probably)2 *

other institutionalG single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco
XX] ot her vertical wooden siding_______________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: Xjwood frame with interlocking joints F] wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Q masonrv load-bearing walls £j iron frame C steel frame with curtain walls n reinforced concrete

G other________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [^excellent Q good Q fair ^ deteriorated

14. Integrity: [H original site [X moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy

other

16. Is the building endangered? ves—ifso.whv?- deteriorated & w/o clear use today

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G ether _________________________________________________________

1 1



(Indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Architectural significance

S a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

L! c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building relates to other Type 1 buildings on the Fairgrounds of which it is 
one of only three. The original use of the building is unknown. It was moved to 
its present site about 1937## from the Machinery Department area (approximately 
where Site #31 stands today). Facade of building contains diagonal boards & battens 
in gable but this elevation now faces east & the rear of the building serves as fa­ 
cade today.
The entryway of this buidling suggests, with its architectural detail, an original 
purpose more specialized than livestock housing. Its original site suggests a dis­ 
play building for machinery. Employment of boards & battens indicates a construction 
date of 1886 or slightly later. This building is, thus, one of the earliest farm 
buildings extant. Its preservation is strongly urged and its simple floor plan adapts 
to a wide variety of uses.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) ___________________________________________________ 

Q] a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

## Informant Interview; Floyd Deets, longtime Superintendent of Grounds, ISF w/William 
Wagner.

W. C. Page. Public Historian
Prepared bv____ 319/456-8651 ________________Date______________________________

Post Office Box 143 
Address ______ Richland. IA 52585 ———————————————Telephone ————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Otfiie Information Sources on this Property H Review and Compliance Project: 

™ C.'ounu Resource File _____________________ 
^2 Windshield Survev 

^2 National Register 

'""> Grants-ln-Aid: ______'_______________________

G Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 

2. Subject Traces . _________

a. ___________________________________________ ________
b. __________________________________ __________



STORAGE BUILDING NO. 19 was originally the lumber storage and carpenter 

shop and was located where the maintenance building no. 31 is now located. 

From the design and detail it is my opinion that it was one of the original 

buildings dating 1887-1890. It was designed for heavy use. The subfloor 

is 1-5/8 inches thick and a finish 3/4 inch floor added later. The interesting 

entrances are of a later period, although they appear as old as the structure. 

Originally wagons or carts were driven in one end and out the other when 

unloading or loading. Originally there were gates constructed of 2 x 4's to 

close the building. It is currently used for storage.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

20
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
4-H CLUB BUILDING - YOUTH INN

?
3.
4

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zont

Des
Logan

Urban 
Rural

State
State

Moines Townsi
St between 34th &

: subdivision
township

of Iowa/Iowa State
House; Des Moines,

mn ^e rmmtv Polk
3l5th Streets

block panel subparcel 
range section '« section of '« section

Fair"Board
IA 50309

Citw .Slat- Zip,

Q ,. _ Dormitory, Dining Hall, & ^ ,8. Use: Present___________±_I_______Z______'________Original-
Auditorium for Youth Exhibitors

Same

Keffer & Jones, ArchitectsDescription 1939_1942 *
9. Date of Construction ±?3? -i^'*^_____Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Q industrial Q other institutional 
O multiple-family dwelling (H educational C7j public 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: C clapboard [H stone Q brick Q] board and batten Q shingles [H stucco

jC other ____poured concrete_______________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Q masonrv load-bearing walls F] iron frame d steel frame with curtain walls 3QC reinforced concrete

n other_______________________:____________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent g| good Q fair n deteriorated
14. Integrity: XX original site [j moved—ifso.when^

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: H barn ^ other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage [j priw 
[j other ______:_____________________ _______________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? ST! no Q ves—if so, why? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: [j open land Q woodland [j scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up [j commercial 

n industrial Q residential H other ___________———_—.—___________________________________

18. Map



OlCfI"llIlCCir"lC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

C3 a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
50 c. Not eligible/intrusion

This is a large example of a Type 5 building. Although it is presently ineligible 
as a key building in the historic district, its status should receive reevalua- 
tion as its age meets requirements for the National Register of Historic Places.

This is a major building on the Fairgrounds. Its construction illustrates the 
developing policy by the Fair Board to provide fireproof facilities for youth 
activities.

21. Historical Significance Themets)

n a. Key structure individually mav qualifv for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
F] c. Not eligible intrusion

12. Sources (for primary and secondan. sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* "Survey of The Iowa State Fair Buildings and Grounds to determine the present 
condition of the buildings and premises for transfer from The State of Iowa to 
The United States of America under lease dated April 17, 1942;" Original Survey

_. report property Karl Keffer Associates; p 146., ,Prepared W____r r 2_________________________' r____Date__________________________________________
Address ______ W. C. Page, Public Historian ______________Telephone __________

319/456-8651 Organization_____ post Office Box 143 ——————————————————————————————————
Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Otfii e Information Sourc es on this Propert\ ~ Review and Compliance Project: 
Count\ Resource File

^ Umdshield Survt-\ —'Other__

~ National Register ^j Other ___
^] Grants-ln-Aid: __________________________——-— ^ Other ___

*~2 Determination ot Eligibilitv

}. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces __________

a. ___________________________________ ___________
b. ___________________________________ _______



YOUTH INN NO. 20 was designed by Keffer and Jones, Architects 1939-1942. 

It was the first building to break away from the cenventional brick structures, 

wall-bearing, column and beam interior. This was poured in place concrete. 

The exterior detail is art deco, even though it was designed very late in that 

architectural period. The round corners and glass block are also of the 

art deco period. The building was used by youth who were exhibitors at 

the fair. Included in the building are dormitories, a dining room and audi­ 

torium .

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William J Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference

21
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Identification
1. Site Name INTERNATIONAL PLACE

Lee .County.2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3 Street Address Just North of Walnut between 32nd St & Rock Island Avenue
4. Legal Location ____________

Polk

Rural:
subdivision 
Umnship

bloU 
range

parcel 
seitmn

subpariel
'< seuion of '• section

5 UTM Location: zone

b. Owner(s) N-me .

7. Owner(s) Address

casting_ _ _______._northing_.
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; A(reage.

8. Use: Present.

'Mrt-t-t addn-sv

Commercial Exhibits; Rental
Zip)

Property for year-round Events 

1964*

.Original.
'Teen Oriented Exhibits

-Architect Builder.

David E Harlow, Architect 
State Fair Staff, BuildersDescription

9. Date of Construction__
10. Building Type:

[_] single-family dwelling |__] industrial 
Q] multiple-family dwelling [_] educational 
n commercial

11. Exterior Walls: LJ clapboard C stone [j brick ^] board and batten Q shingles r] stucco
g] other plywood________________________________________

n other institutional 
XX public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |oints3Cwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
r] masonry load-bearing walls [^ iron frame H3 steel frame with curtain walls LJ reinforced concrete 

G other________________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [j excellent JH good (g fair [H deteriorated

14. lntegrity:XT^] original site removed—if so. when?
Notes on alterations, additions (uith dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: H] barn r] other farm structures Q carriage house n garage Q privy
x^ other ____covered stage and seating area within the structure.________

1b. Is the building endangered? Q no Q yes— ifso.whv? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land H woodland *~] scattered outbuildings r] densely built-up C commercial 
n industrial n residential H other _________________________________________________________

18. \\ap



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
S c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets (former Superintendent of Grounds ISF) w/Bill 
Fisher, Assistant Manager, ISF.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
_______ 319/456-8651 ____________Date_____________________________ 

Post Office Box 143
Richland, IA 52585 —————————————Telephone

Organization.

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Otfii e Information Soun es on this Propern ~ Revieu and Compliance Project: 
" Countv Resource File
^ Windshield Survex ""^ Other___ 

^2 National Register [^ Other ___ 
^ Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________^_________ r~^ Other ___

[H Determination of Uigibilitv

5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ____.___ 

a. __________________________________ ________. 
b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference

22
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. Site Name POWER PAVILION
2. Village/Town/City
3. Street Address
4. Legal Location

5 UTM Location: zone 
h. Owner(s) N_me
~. Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
NW Corner of Intersection of Walnut

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

nastinp nnrthinp
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair" Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50309

rountv Polk
St at 32nd

block 
range

St

parcel subparcel 
section '» section of '« section

Mreet addrpssi

8. Use: Present.
Commercial Exhibits .Original-

Pete Barnwell, Charter Sphere/ Inc
1980

Q other institutional 
^public

Q religious 
Q agricultural

Description
9. Date of Construction _____-»•-"-"-_______Architect'Builder.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling Q industrial 
n multiple-family dwelling G educational 
n commercial

11. Exterior Walls: n clapboard G stone G brick Q board and batten G shingles G stucco
[pother ____aluminum frame in geodesic design w/vinyl roof suspended within frame.

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete
S other____geodesic design aluminum tubing____________________________________________

13. Condition: 3§ excellent G good G ^a ' r G deteriorated
14. Integrity: T? original site G moved—if so, when? ____________________________________________ 

Notes on alterations, additions (uith dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures O carriage house Pj garage Q priw 
i iother ____________________________ ____________________ _

16. Is the building endangered? ves—if so, why?.

17. Surroundings of the building: r] open land Q woodland FJ scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up [j commercial 
G industrial Q residential Q] other ____________________________________________^_________

18. Map Photo 
Roll



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance
n a- Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
[H b. Contributing structure 
g] c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Informant Interview; Floyd Deets, former Superintendent of Grounds ISF w/Bill Fisher 
Assistant Manager ISF.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv_____________ 319/456-8651 ______________Date________________________________

Post Office Box 143 
Address ——————————— Richland, IA 52585 ————————————Telephone ——————————————————————————
Organ ization.___________———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————__

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property ^ Review and Compliance Project: 
' ! County Resource File
n Windshield Survey r~! Other ___ 

[U National Register [j Other___ 
n Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ C Other ___ 
m< Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces __________

a. __________________________________ ________ 
b. ________________________________ _______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

23
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. Site Name ELECTRICAL SUB-STATION
2 
3.
4.

5. 

h.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 
Owner(s) Name
Owner(s) Address

Des Moines mwn.hip Lee r<111ntv Polk
SW Corner of Intersection of Walnut & 32nd Streets

Urban 
Rural:

State
State

subdivision 
township

of Iowa/Iowa State
House; Des Moines,

bloik panel subpartel 
ranj^e section '« section ot '• section

northini' • \i riM^c . .._
Fair Board
IA 50309

8. Use: Present,

iblreet addresv '( i!\

Electrical Transformer Bldg OriginaL Same
Z.pi

Post A rf-h.,ert. R.-iirW Lovejoy Construction Co , BuilderQ
10. Building Type:

C3 single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard Q stone Q brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco 
XXother ____ concrete block

Q other institutional
[5g public

r] religious 
[j agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking |oints Q wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
S masonry load-bearing walls LJ iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete
Q other. walls are concrete block

13. Condition: Q excellent XI good H fair Q deteriorated
14. Integrity: xH original site removed—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house Q] garage G privy 
?~2 other ___________________________ _______________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? jxj no Q yes—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: [j open land F) woodland [j scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up G commercial 
[~~i industrial [~~] residential H other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll_ Frame. .View looking



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
'^ b. Contributing structure 
X c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Electrical Sub-Station is a Type 4 building and illustrates the use of concrete 
block. This building serves a strictly utilitarian purpose and its construction re­ 
flects that purpose. White paint now covers the concrete block. National Register
time requirements exclude this building from eligibility as a contributing structure
in the district.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible'intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

* Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1942. Indicates no building on this site.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared by____ 319/456-8651 _______________Date____

Post Office Box 143 T , 
Address ——————— Richland, IA 52585 ———————————————Telephone
Organization ——————————————————————————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Office Information Sources on this Property ~ Review and Compliance Project: 
Countv Resource File

[^ Windshield Survev ^ Other ___ 

~ National Register [^] Other ___ 
[~ Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ 1~~: Other ___ 
^ Determination ot LligibiliU

5. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces ___________

a. ______________________________________________ ________
b. __________________________________ ________ 
c. _______________________________________ _________ 
d. ___________________________________ ________ 
e. ________________________________-_____ _________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

24
Iowa State Fairgrounds
24______

Identification
1. Site Name MODEL MEAT LOCKER - M & W EXHIBIT BUILDING

2. 

3. 

4.

5.

fa.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
South Side Grand Concourse near 31st

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

H.lUinp nnrthint'

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

County Polk

Street

bloik panel subparcel 
range section '•• section of '4 section

c>

8. Use: Present,

iStreet address) it'itv

Commercial Exhibit Building OriginaL

iState) Zip)

Model Meat Locker Building

1938*Description
9. Date of Construction_

10. Building Type:
O single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: H clapboard Q stone n brick 
S other hollow tile (painted)

.Architect/Builder.

Q other institutional 
S public- 

board and batten Q] shingles Q stucco

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: Q wood frame with interlocking joints H wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
£ masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame C] steel frame with curtain walls D reinforced concrete 

[j other _______________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent [j good £ fair n deteriorated
14. Integrity: j£] original site H moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn n other farm structures fj carriage house Q garage G privv 
[2 other ___________________________ _________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? ves — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land r] woodland 3 scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up [H commercial 
I""1 industrial H residential r~^. other ______^_______________________________ '.____________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll looking SE



(indicate sources of information for all statements)

JO Architectural significance
a. kev structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

gc. Not eligible intrusion

This is a small and interesting example of a Type 5 building. Although it 
falls outside the time-frame of the historic district at present, the Model 
Meat Locker should receive reevaluation when its age conforms to the 50-year 
time requirement for National Register status as a key structure.

The building illustrates hollow tile construction and introduces a note of 
architectural detail through use of the corner windows, parapets on facade 
and side walls, and geometric pattern through tile laid askew.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) ___________________________________________________ 

L] a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

LJ b. Contributing structure 

[H c. Not eligible/intrusion

The small scale of this building relates to other "model buildings" in the 
district: Model Cottage (Site #16); Model Cottage (Site # 26); Model Gas 
Station (Site # 26). Each of these buildings is small which is commensurate 
with the particular purpose each performed.

22. Sources (for primary and secondan, sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets (former Superintendent of Grounds ISF) w/Bill 
Fisher, Assistant Manager ISF.
Sanborn Fire Insurance map; 1942. Locates building at its present site and 
indicates use.

Prepared bv ____________ W. C. Page, Public Historian —————————— Date

rJSSSSta
—————————— Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property H Review and Compliance Project: 

' CounU Resource File

^2 Windshield Survev r-i other ___ 

Hj National Register H Other ___ 

[j Crants-ln-Aid: ________________________ mother___

G Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. __________________________________ __________
b. __________________________________ ________



EXHIBIT BUILDING NO. 24, sometimes referred to as the M & W Building. 

Date of construction unknown. It is a small tile buiding with a flat 

roof which has been painted. Corner windows "northeast to northwest"— 

entrance center north elevation. There has been an attempt to provide 

a little interest in the structure by changing direction and pattern 

of the tile at the entrance and each side. My opinion is the date of 

construction from the late '20s to 1930, as detail sort of shows art 

deco style.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

25
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
25

Identification
1. Site Name

MODEL GAS STATION - PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING

.Township. Lee -Countv. Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3 street Address Southeast Corner Intersection of Grand Concourse & 31st Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
ran^e

parcel
section

subpartel
'• section of '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone __.___.___.__ easting__________northing_________
h Owner(s) Name _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

.; Ac reagf.

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
Mreel address*

State Fair Patrol Office Model Gas Station

Unknown

South h 1924 o/a #
Description North h 1939*
9. Date of Construction_______________Architect. Builder.

10. Building Type:
O single-family dwelling Q industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
[H commercial

11. Exterior Walls: n clapboard [j stone g brick H board and batten [j shingles G stucco
XJ other hollow tile_______________________________________

n other institutional 
JS public

G religious 
Q agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints ^] wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
£ masonrv load-bearing walls F] iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls n reinforced concrete

G other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good g] fair Q deteriorated

14. Integrity: xx ori gi na l Slte C rnoved—ifso.when;1
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn r] other farm structures n carriage house G garage Q privy 

G other ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 2£R! no Q yes— if so, why?——————————————————————'.———————————

17. Surroundings of the building: [H open land [^woodland Q] scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up [j commercial

r] industrial [presidential Q other_____________—__—____________________________________

18. Map 14. Photo 
Roll- Frame .View looking SSE



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

0. Architectural significance
[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

]g b. Contributing structure

•[H c. Not eligible-intrusion

This is a good example of a Type 4 building. It employs brick load-bearing walls 
in the south half and hollow tile load-bearing walls in the north half. This re­ 
searcher believes the original purpose of the southern portion was as a model gas* 
station. The two portions of the building are attached. This building should be 
included as a contributing structure when its age complies with National Register 
criteria.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

O c - Mot eligible intrusion

The preparer of this Site Inventory Form recalls reading in Greater Iowa of 
the opening of a model gas station southeast of the main entry to the Fair­ 
grounds. The preparer believes this is the building indicated. The prepar­ 
er cannot cite a specific date in Greater Iowa.

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

# "Present Plan/Iowa State Fair and Exposition Grounds;" Source of original unknown; 
source of copy: Robert R Harvey; Landscape Architecture & Community Planning De­ 
partment; Iowa State University; Ames, IA. This is plan is dated "July 1924."

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets (longtime ISF Superintendent of Grounds) w/William
Wagner.

W. C". Page, Public Historian
Prepared by_____ 319/456-8651 _____________Date________________________________

Post Office Box 143 , . , 
Address ———————— Richland. IA 52585 ——————————————Telephone ————————————————————————————
Organization —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— _

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Properu " Review jnd Compliance Project: 

""I CounU Resource File

^j Windshield Survey — Other___ 

^j National Register "Other___ 

H Grants-ln-Aid:———————————————————————————— P] Other __ 

L] Determination of EligibiliU

5. Photo Images 

2. Subject Traces _____.___

a. ___________________________________ _________
b. __________________________________ ________



PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING NO. 25. The date of construction of the south 

half is not known. The north half was added in 1939 with some alter­ 

ations to the original. The brick and tile used do not match, but it 

does make an interesting looking building. The roof is Spanish clay tile,

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

26
Iowa State Fairgrounds "26——————————————

Identification
1. Site Name MODEL HOME-DECORATING CONTRACTOR'S OFFICE
2. 
3. 
4.

5. 

h.

7

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 
Owner(s) N*me
Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
NW Corner of Intersection Grand Avenue

Urban subdivision 
Rural lownship

t-Astin^ nnrthinu

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

rnuntv Polk

& 31st Street

block panel subpanel 
ranRe seition '. set lion ot '« section

• A( rcapf

'Street address' <(.tt\i iStaiei

Office for Decorating Con- nr.gin.ii Model Home 
tractor

•Zip.

Description
9. Date of Construction__£±££L-_ 

10. Building Type:
.Architect Builder.

Q other institutional 
X_3 public

single-family dwelling f~J industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls:xx clapboard H stone £] brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

n other ________________________________________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking pints [^wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonry load-bearing walls 3 iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls n reinforced concrete 

Q other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Pj excellent Q good S3 fair Q deteriorated

14. Integrity: 5J original site Q moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Fj barn fj other farm structures G carriage house Q garage Q privy 

n other ___________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? XS3 no Q yes—if so. why? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: [^] open land Q] woodland Q] scattered outbuildings Q denselv built-up Q commercial 

[^industrial Q residential [pother ___________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Rdll looking SW



(Indicate sources of information for all statements)Significance
20 Architectural significance

X a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

~b. Contributing structure 

[~c. Not eligible intrusion

This is one of only a handful of Type 2 buildings remaining on the Fairgrounds from 
the 1920s. (Site #16 is another and served the same purpose). This Model Cottage 
is probably located on its original site as its foundation is hollow^tile. The 
1942 Sanborn Fire Insurance map shows it here. The 1920s saw the erection of a num­ 
ber of model buildings. In addition to the two cottages already mentioned, there 
was also a model gas station (tentatively identified as Site #25) and the Cooling- 
Out Paddock (Site #29). Each of these buildings was intended to demonstrate modern 
design and solutions to practical problems in the home, on the farm, and in business.

Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for priman, and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by- 

Address __
Organization

W. C. Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, 1A 52585

.Date-

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

). Office Information Sources on this ProperU 

^2 CounK Resource File 

^ Windshield Survey 

^] National Register 

H Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

^2 Determination of EligibiliU

1. Subject Traces 
a. _______ 

b. _______

[^ Review and Compliance Project:

[2 Other 
H Other 

H Other

3. Photo Images



BUILDING NO. 26 is referred to as Decorating Contractor's Office was 

built in 1928. It is a wood structure, rectangular in plan and one 

floor, with the appearance of being a small residence. In the begin­ 

ning it was a model home. It has clapboard siding, tile foundation 

and an asphalt roof. The corners of the floor plan are cut off at 45° 

.angles—one front door and one window in these corners. One other 

front door is located in the center of the east elevation protected 

by a shallow porch.

The above Architectural Description was provided by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number ___ 
District Name 
Map Reference

27
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1- Site Name AQUARIUM BUILDING
2. Village/Town/City Des Moines________Tnwnsh.p Lee____________County____
3. Street Address West Side of 31st Street just North of Grand Concourse
4. Legal Location __________________

Polk

Rural
subdivision
township

bloik 
range

parcel 
seition

suboariel
'4 section ot '« section

UTM Location: zone _.._.. _____._ east northmg_
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Boardh Owner(s) Nime ____ ____ ___________ ____ ___ ____

^ 'State House; Des Moines, IA 50319 7 Owner(s) Address ___—————————————————————————————————

8. Use: Present-

street addresv

Tropical Fish Display .Original. Same
z, P >

1979*
.Architect Builder.

Lesters of MinnesotaDescription
9. Date of Construction_

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco 
xi other ______corrugated metal___________________________________

G other institutional 
JS public

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 
5^ otner____wood pole frame with metal curtain walls______________________

13. Condition: xj excellent G good G ^ a ' r G deteriorated
14. Integrity: Ixor'8i n al site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other ___________________________ _______________________________________

1b. Is the building endangered? j^G n o G %es—if so, why?____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

!""! industrial H residential H other _________________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll: Frame view looking NW



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

JO. Architectural significance
P] a. Kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

^2 b. Contributing structure 

• 3£ c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themels)

3. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for priman, and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner,

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared by_________ 319/456-8651 ______________Date____

v Post Office Box 143 
Address —————————— Richland, IA 52585 ________________Telephone
Organization.____———————————————————————— ——————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property ^ Reviev\ and Compliance Project: 

County Resource File

^j Windshield Survey H Other ___

3] National Register ^] Other ___

2 Crants-ln-Aid: _________________________- - H Other___ 

n Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ____.___

a. ___________________________________ ________

b. ___________________________________ ________



AQUARIUM BUILDING NO. 27 is a contemporary metal building built in 

1979. Whereas the aquarium in the Conservation Building houses Iowa 

fish, this building displays the more exotic type of fish. The walls 

and roof are corrugated metal. Floor is concrete.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name
Map Reference

28
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
28

Identification
1. Site Name BLUE FLAME GAS INDUSTRY MODEL HOME

2. 
3. 
4.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

Des Moines
East Side of

Urban: 
Rural:

31st

subdivision 
township

Township Lee
Street between

i

Grand Avenue

block
range

& Lyon

panel 
section

Polk

subparcel 
4 section of '« section

5. DIM Location: zone _._._____ti asting_ .northine. .; A i
b. Owner(s) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

street address! :l_it\> siatf Zipi

Drivers' License Inspection nripin.ii Model Display Home for Blue
Station Flame Gas Industry

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
1972 ArrhitPrt,RmiHpr Schneider Inc., Builder

Q other institutional 
2© public

O single-family dwelling [~J industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
n commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: [~J clapboard Fj stone FJ brick (~J board and batten Q shingles (H stucco

FJ other ________________________________________________________

Q religious 
C agricultural

12. Structural System: PJ wood frame with interlocking jointsxxwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame [H steel frame with curtain walls d! reinforced concrete
rj other_______A-frame design_________________________

13. Condition: [j excellent n good G fair [H deteriorated

14. Integrity: H original site XXmoved—ifso.when!1 moved to present site in 1975.
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

Original location: NE Corner of Intersection Grand Avenue & 33rd Street. 

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: r] barn rn other farm structures [H carriage house Q garage [H priw
other

1b. Is the building endangered? yes — ifso.whv^.

17. Surroundings of the building: ^~J open land Hj woodland G scattered outbuildings JH densely built-up H| commercial 

[j industrial Q residential [j other __________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
RoH Fr.-imt> Vipw

looking NE



-Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20 Architectural significance
^j a. key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

~ b. Contributing structure 

35 c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

| 1 c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 ______________Date,

()rganization

Post Office Box 143 Teleohone Richland, IA 52585 —————————————— ' eleP h« ne

1 For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Office Information Sources on this Property ^j Review and Compliance Project: 

^ County Resource File

~ Windshield Survey H Other__ 

^ National Register ^ Other ___ 

^2 Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ H Other___ 

£j Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images

2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. ___________________________________ ________ 

b. ___________________________________ ________



BUILDING NO. 28 is used by the Department of Transportation as a 

driver's licensing inspection station. It was built by Blue Flame 

Gas Industries in 1972 as a model display home, and moved to its 

present location in 1975. The structure is wood and of a style 

known as "A Frame."

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner. 

N.B.: By 1985 the Department of Transportation had vacated this building.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

29
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Identification
1. Site Name

COOLING OUT PADDOCK

2. 
3.
4.

5. 

b.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines
East Side of

Urban: 
Rural:

t'ASl

State
State

31st

subdivision 
township

iny.
of Iowa/Iowa
House ;

Tnwnshin Lee
Street

State
Des Moines,

Between Grand

northing
Fair" Board
IA 50319

Avenue

block 
range

Countv Polk

& Lyon

par(e) subpanel 
se«tion '4 seition of '« section

(Street address)

8. Use: Present-
Grandstand Track Equipment Q rj Ri na | Race Horse Cooling Paddock 

Storage

Description
9. Date of Construction- 

10. Building Type:

1914*
.Architect Builder. Smith & Keffer, Architects #

Q other institutional 
public

religious 
agricultural

0 single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q] multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [H clapboard Q stone n brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco
r-j other brick forms a low, barrier vail at the base of the building_________

12. Structural System: ^]wood frame with interlocking joints C' wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Q] masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame 2CX steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

2* open steel frame with wood reinforcement. (Sanborn Map CompanyG other.

13. Condition:
14. Integrity:

map of fairgrounds; 1942) .
excellent n good S^a i r D deteriorated 

original site Q moved — if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage Q] privy

1b. Is the building endangered? [^ no Q yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: Q open land G woodland Q scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up Q commercial 
f~l industrial <"! residential H other -__________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll looking NE



(Indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Architectural significance

§3 a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

[H c. Not eligible/intrusion

The Cooling Out Paddock was constructed to provide race horses an area to recuperate 
from an event. The building is Type 3. Its red brick conforms to other Type 3 build­ 
ings constructed during the same period.

A committee of the Fair Board inspected several such paddocks in the eastern United 
States to determine a design best suited for the Iowa State Fair. The Fair Board's 
action illustrates its commitment that the Iowa State Fair would provide a model for 
similar construction in the state. Construction of the Cooling Out Paddock also il­ 
lustrates, more generally, the Fair Board's active involvement in development of the 
Fair's physical plant.

21. Historical Significance Themeis)________________________

a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

Architectural drawing of floor plan. Paddock will have 25 stalls. (Greater 
Iowa; May 1914; p 4 c 2-4).

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* "PADDOCK WILL HELP RACE PROGRAM" It will be built this season. A ISF board 
committee visited eastern & southern race tracks to view types of paddocks 
before deciding on design. The building will measure 60'xl40' in dimension. 
(Greater Iowa; April 1914; p 8 c 4).

# Architects' drawing of proposed building; "Smith & Keffer" signature. Side walls 
of brick to 4' height. (Greater Iowa; May 1914; pic 2-3).

Prepared bv____ \V C'. Page, Public Historian ______________Date_________________________________
, , ' 119/456-8651 , , , 

Address ——————— pos - 0(fice Box , 43 ———————————————Telephone —————————————————————————————
Organization____ Richland, IA 52585 ————————————————————————————————————————————_________

i For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

i I Oftice Information bouries on this Prnpem r] Review and Compliance Project: 

i ^j County Resource File _______________________ 

I ^] Windshield Surve\

^j National Register

~~! Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________

Q Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces _________

a. __________________________________ ________ 
b. ________________________________ _______ 
c. ___________________________________ ________ 
d. __________________________________ ________ 
e. ________________________.____________ ________



The cooling paddock, building No. 29, was built circa 1927. It is an 

open building, roofed only, with a clerestory located centrally. 

Built of brick-wainscot steel columns and trusses, wood joist and 

roof.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.

30A______________
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Map Reference * 30A

Identification
1. Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "A 1

-Township. Lee -Countv-2. Village/Town/City Des MoineS
3. Street Address West Side of 31st Street between Grand Concourse & Lyon
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'« section of '4 section

5. DIM Location: zone ..easting .northing.

b. Ownerls) N-me _ 
7. Owner(s) Address

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present.

iStreet address)

Race Horse Barn .Original. Same
iZipi

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:

1895 -Architect Builder.

G other institutional 
x3 public

G single-family dwelling Q industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls:x5$ clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles Q stucco 

n other ________________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking jointsxjwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G'ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other_____________________________:______________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good ^ fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: ^ original site g mnvpri—if ™ when' moved, probably 1909 or soon thereafter, from

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

a site north of the old race track.
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy

G other ____________________________ ____________________.__________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [^ no G ves—if so, why?_________________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ____________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll_L_ Frame. .View

looking NW



OlCjiilllCClIJLCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

50 b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible/intrusion

See attached statements.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

C. Not eligible intrusion

11. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

W. (". Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv______ 319/456-8651 __________Date____

Post Office Box 143 
Address ————————— Richland, IA 52585 ————————————Telephone
Organization —————————————— ——————————————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this Propi-m rj Review and Compliance Project: 

1—1 Countv Resource File

^] Windshield Survey H Other 

[H National Register FJ Other 

LJ Crants-ln-Aid: _____________________________ [j Other 

Q Determination of Fligibility

1. Sub|ect Traces 
a. 

b. 

c.

d. 

e.



W C PAGE, PUBLIC HISTORIAN attaches this note to the Architectural Description 
prepared by William Wagner concerning the Race Horse Barns. (These structures 
are also referred to as Speed Barns in the old literature).

The 1901 Sanborn.Fire Insurance map locates six "Track Stables" north of the 
half mile track used at that time. (This track was replaced in 1909 by the pre­ 
sent track. The older one was slightly easterly from the present track).

These six stables are probably the ones identified in the Wagner description 
as constructed in 1895. (Wagner received most of his historical data from Floyd 
Deets, longtime Superintentdent of Grounds at the Iowa State Fair). The relo­ 
cation of these stables would have posed no problem and the desirablity of their 
relocation after that of the race track would have been strong.

Note, however, an article from 1912:

"THE NEW HORSE BARN. The work on the new $25,000 horse barn for 
the Iowa State Fair is in rapid progress. The brick work has been 
under way for some days, and the steel work will be commenced this 
week. Nine of the old barns, which have been in use for the past 
twenty-five years, were moved to make room for the new brick and 
steel structure. Two of the old barns will be utilized for speed 
barns, and the others have been given temporary location, where 
they can be used for the draft horse exhibition. The new barn will 
be the finest on the fair grounds." Greater Iowa; 15 June 1912; p 
3 c 2.

All of the Race Horse Barns are Type 2 buildings.

The offices of Karl Keffer Associates (Masonic Temple Building, Des Koines, IA) 
contain the plans and contract job files for Keffer & Jones, its predecessor. 
These files contain a set of plans for "Speed Barn" with the date 1924.



RACE HORSE BARNS NO. 30 "A" THROUGH 30 "J" were built in 1895 and in 1953. 
The plans of the ten barns are the same except for "H". The barns are 24 
feet wide by 100 feet long. The row of barns runs from south to north. 
Barn "A" is the south barn. Each barn except "H" has ten 10'xl2' stalls 
each side, making a total of twenty stall in each building. Barn "H" has 
six stalls per side. Each barn has at least one stall unit used for 
office, tack, gear, etc., usually located in the southeast corner. Each 
stall is lined with 2 inch plank, seven to eight feet high on all four 
sides. Floor is dirt and wood chip. There is a dutch door 3'-8" wide 
in the corner of each stall. All stalls are open to the roof and roof 
has two ventilators plus louvers in gable ends. There are slight dif­ 
ferences in the barns, which might mean they were built at different 
times or remodeled. The stall construction is the same in all. Barn "A" 
has small 6 pane windows to one side of each stall door and a 4'-0" square 
louver in each gable. The siding is 2V drop and has an old appearance as 
if it might be the original. Barns "B","C","D","E", & "F" have roof vent 
and a long rectangular louver about 7'-0" x l'-0" in the gable ends. The 
dutch doors have an open transom vent directly above of the door. The 
siding is quite new, 5" drop siding. Barns "G" & "H" have the 4'-l" square 
louver at each end gable, 5" drop siding, dutch doors with a transom, 3 
light sash over the door. Barns "I" & "J" have the square louver at each 
end gable, 7" drop siding (much older than the 5"), dutch doors with 3 
light transom sash over. Overhang roof for outside grooming of horses is 
l'-0" lower for barns "G", "H", "I", & "J".

A visit with Mr. Floyd Deets informed me as to the age of the race horse 
barns. In the beginning, there were four to the south, which were the 
oldest. The south three have been torn down, leaving only the fourth, 
now referred to as "A". The space where barns "B", "C", "D", "E", & "F" 
are now located was occupied by structures used by sulkies. These were 
torn down and the five were built in 1953. The last four, "G", "H", "I", 
& "J" were some of the old ones from 1895, possibly a little later, not 
over a year because of the different drop siding. Barn "I" was originally 
ten stalls. The owner was "living in" the tack room iwth his best horse 
nest and two more on the west in adjoining stalls. He went across the 
street to eat and a heater set the place on fire. Two of his horses died 
in the fire, including his best.

Barn "A" is one of the original 1895 barns.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner,



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

SOB

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
SOB

Identification
1. Site Name ___

.Township. Lee -County.2. Village/Town/City
3 Street Address West Side of Slst Street 'between Grand Concourse & Lyon 
4. Legal Location

Polk

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'« section of '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone _________easting__________northing_______
^ v ,, State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair' Board

h Owner(s) N-me ______ '

.; Ac reage_____

7. Owners, Address State House;_Des Moines , IA 50319
Mreet dddressi

Race Horse Barn

C'lM

—.Original. Same

1953
Turant Construction Co, Builder 

A,rh it »rt, R ..iiH,.r Keffer & Jones, Architects

8. Use: Present—

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
O single-family dwelling Q industrial 
n multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls3<J<j clapboard Q stone H brick Q board and batten ["J shingles [~J stucco

n other _____________________________________________________

n other institutional 
^public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: fj wood frame with interlocking jointsXXwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[~J masonry- load-bearing walls Q iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls C] reinforced concrete

CH other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good ^ fair Q deteriorated
14. Integrity: xx or'gi na ' s ' 1 ^ D moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Properly: G barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house r] garage Q priw 

pother ____________________________ ____________________________ ____________

16. Is the building endangered? !3C no yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: ^\ open land [^woodland Q scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up [^commercial 

d industrial SZJ residential L] other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. _View



OlCf illllCCOriC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

3?l c. Not eligible/intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A. This particular Race Horse Barn was con- 
*structed, however, outside the age of eligibility for National Register district 
contributing structures.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register

C] b. Contributing structure

r]c. Not eligible intrusion

11. Sources (tor primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card File; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des 
Moines, IA.

W. C . Page, Public Historian
Prepared by___ ' 319/456-8651 ________________Date________________________________

Post Office Box 143 
Address ————— Richland, IA 52585 ————————————————Telephone ———————————————————————————
Organization___________————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————_____..

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Otfit e Information Sources on this ProperU rn Review and Compliance Project: 

; CounU Resource File

^3 Windshield Survev ;—'Other___ 

^ National Register P] Other ___ 

^ Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ H Other___ 

[j Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images
1. Subject Traces ____ ___ 

a. _______________________________________ ________

b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference #.

30C

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
30C

Identification
Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "C 1

Lee .Countv.2. Village/Town/City Des Moines__________Township,
3 Street Address West Side of 31st Street between Grand Concourse & Lyon 
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: 
Rural

subdivision 
township

block 
range

part el 
seition

subpariel
'4 seclion of '» section

5 DIM Location: zone

h. Owner(s) N«me ._

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present____

.easting_ ____nnrthine_
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Ac

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
i Street addressi

Race Horse Barn Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

1953 .Architect/Builder.

Keffer & Jones, Architects 
Turant Construction Co, Builder

G other institutional 
X public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: [xj clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _____________ ___________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking jointsjQS w°od frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Q masonrv load-bearing walls Q iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

G other_____________________________________________________ '._________

13. Condition: n excellent [H good Q0 fair [^deteriorated

14. Integrity: [71 original site F]moved—ifso.when;1
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy

G other ____________________________ ____________________________ _________________G other ___._______________________ __ 

16. Is the building endangered? n no G Y es— ifso.why^

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

n industrial r—] residential H other _____________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. .View



OlCjillllCCIIiCO (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
n b. Contributing structure 
53 c. Not eligible, intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A. This particular Race Horse Barn was con­ 
structed, however, outside the age of eligibility for National Register district 
contributing structures.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
[H c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card File; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des 
Moines, IA.

W. (. Page, Public Historian
Prepared by_______ 319/456-8651 ____________ Date_________________________________

^ Post Office Box 143 
Address —————————— Richland, 1A 52585 -————————————Telephone __——__________________———————
Organization ___________————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————______

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property [j Review and Compliance Project: 
' County Resource File

n Windshield Survey '• n Other ___ 

Q National Register r] Other ___ 
U Crants-ln-Aid: ———————————————————————————— n Other ___ 
L] Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. ___________________________________ ________ 
b. ____________________________:_____ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name_ 

Map Reference

30D
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
30D

Identification
1. Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "D

.Township. Lee .County- Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address West Side of 31st Street between Grand Concourse & Lyon
4. Legal Location ____________

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'4 section ot '«

5. UTM Location: zone__________easting__________northing______
b. owner(s) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Ai reage.

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
'Street address)

Race Horse Barn
iCitvt

_Original- Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

1953 .Architect/Builder

Keffer & Jones, Architects 
Turant Construction Co, Builder

G other institutional 
2^ public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls :£\ clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other _________________________________________________________

Q religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking jointsxxw°°d frame w ' tn ''gnt members (balloon frame) 
Q masonry load-bearing walls Q] iron frame O steel frame with curtain walls d reinforced concrete

G other________________________________________________:___________________

13. Condition: n excellent n good 03 fair Q deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^7!,original site G moved—ifso.when^

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G priw 
G other ___________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? j£g no G V e s—if so, why?

\7. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ___________.__________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. _Viev\



OlCj iilllCCHiCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

2$c. Not eligible/intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A. This particular Race Horse Barn was con­ 
structed, however, outside the age of eligibility for National Register district 
contributing structures.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card File; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des 
Moines, IA.

W C Page, Public Historian 

P^redby ———————————— ' " 1̂ ,«

Address _______________ Richland. IA 52585 _______ Telephone 

Organization ___________ ——

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property [j Review and Compliance Project: 

' County Resource File

^2 Windshield Survey r~i Other 

^2 National Register Hj Other 

G Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ n Other 

G Determination of Eligibility

.}. Photo Image
2. Subject Traces ____ 

- a. ___________________________________ 

b. __________________________________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

30E
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. Site Name PACE HORSE BARN "E 1

Lee .County.2. Village/Town/Citv Des Moines_________Township.
3 Street Address West Side of 31st Street between Grand Concourse S Lyon
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: subdivision 
township

parcel 
section

subparcel
'• section of '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone _____ .easting __northing

6. Owner(s) N«me _
7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present_____

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

.; At reage.

iSlreel address)

Race Horse Barn
Zipi

-Original- Same

Description 1953 *
9. Date of Construction_______________Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls:5@ clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other _____________________________________________________

Keffer & Jones, Architects 
Turant Construction Co, Builders

G other institutional 
jQ public

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wo°d frame with interlocking jointsxxwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G i ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other______________________________________:____________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good 5£j fair G deteriorated
14. lntegrity:xJ7ILoriginal site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: 

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G Darn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privv
I——1 ., »L« ,. _other

1fa. Is the building endangered? xx no O ves—if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

H industrial r~1 residential H other _______________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. -View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q] b. Contributing structure 
5? c. Not eligible intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A. This particular Race Horse Barn was con­ 
structed, however, outside the age of eligibility for National Register district 
contributing structures.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
<-. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary' sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card File; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; Des 
Moines, IA.

W C Page, Public Historian
_ , , 319/456-8651 n
Prepared bv —— Posf Q^ Box ,43 —————————————————— Date
Address ____ Richland, I A 52585 _________________ Telephone 

Organization ___________

' For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this ProperH [j Review and Compliance Pro|ei t:
i " CounH Resource File _______________________
! H Windshield Survey r

| [j National Register H Other ___
1 [jCrants-ln-Aid: ———————————————————————————— [j Other ___
I Hj Determination of EligibiliU

I 3. Photo Images
j 2. Sub|ect Traces ________

1 a. __________________________________ ________
! b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

30F
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
3 OF

Identification
1. Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "F 1
2. Village/Town/City DeS Moines_________Township Lee_____________County____* 
3 Street Address West Side of 31st Street between Grand Concourse & Lyon

Polk

4. Legal Location
subdivision 
township

bloik 
range

parcel 
set lion

subpartel
'4 section ot '4 settion

5. UTM Location: zone ____ _northint»

h Owner(s) Name ...
7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair' Board 
~Stiate~H6use; Des" MoTnes, IA 50319" ~~

.; Acreage

Mrecl Jildressi

Race Horse Barn
.Zip.

_OriginaL Same

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:

1953 .Architect Builder.

Keffer & Jones, Architects 
Turant Construction Co, Builder

G other institutional 
£2 public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior WallsXfXl clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other ________________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking jointSjQj wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other___________________________:___________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good E ^a ' r G deteriorated
14. Integrity: x5i original site G moved—if so, when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage r] priv\ 
G other ___________________________ _______________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? jjjji no G ves—if so. why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land H woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
r~l> industrial H residential I~I other ___________________.______________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame _View



OlCj illllCCiriCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

C] a. Key structure'individually may qualify for the National Register

n b. Contributing structure

SJ c. Not eligible/intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A. This particular Race Horse Barn was
constructed, however, outside the age of eligibility for National Register district
contributing structures. '*

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c- Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card File; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building; 
Des Moines, IA.

W C Page, Public Historian
__________ ' ' 319/456-8651 _________ Date_______________________________ 

Post Office Box 143
Richland, IA 52585 _________Telephone _.

Organization

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Ottice In tor mat ion Sources on this ProperU H] Review and Compliance Project: 

1 i CounH Resource File

[j Windshield Survev H Other___

[j National Register F] Other___

[H Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ [j Other ___ 

Q Determination of Eligibility

i. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________

a. _________________________________ . ________
b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

30G
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
30G

Identification
1. Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "G 1
2. Vill»ge/Town/City_Des_MoineS_________Township__J^e_____________County Polk
3 street Address West Side of 31st Street between Grand Concourse & Lyon
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural

block 
range

panel 
section

subpartel
'< section of '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone _ ______i-asting__________northini*______
h. Owner^N.me ._ state of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Ac reai>e___

iMreet address!

Race Horse Barn
iC'itvi

^Original-

.Zip,

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

1895 .Architect Builder.

G other institutional 
2& public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls 0(55 clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _____________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints3T] wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G ' ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good j*l fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: G original site g mnved-if .n wh^n^ probably 1909 or soon thereafter, from a 

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:
site north of the old race track.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privv
[~] other ____________________________ ___________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? G no D V es— if so, why?_______________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

! ! industrial G residential | other ___________________________________________________________

18. Map Photo 
Roll_L Frame, .View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

D a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

§3 b. Contributing structure 

£j c. Not eligible/intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify- for the National Register 

C3 b. Contributing structure 

Qj c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc. 

*Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

VV C Page, Public Historian 

Prepared b, ————————— ' ^SlgftS .43 ————————— °a,e
Address ____________ Richland, I A 52585 _________ Telephone

Organization __ _________ —— —————————————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Offit i' Information SOUR es on this ProperU [H Review and Compliance Project: 

" Countv Resource File

H Windshield Survey [j Other ___ 

fj National Register , Q Other___ 

[j Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________. Q Other___ 

[H Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images

2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. _____________________________________ _________ 

b. ________________________________ _______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa €0319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

3 OH
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
30H

Identification
1. Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "H 1

Township Lee _CountV-2. Village/Town/City Des Moines_________ ____ ___ ___
3. Street Address West Side of 31st Street between Grand Concourse & Lyon

Polk

4. Legal Location
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
seition

subpartel
'« section ot '4 seitn

5. UTM Location: zone_____ easting .northing.
h. Owner(s) N-me .._ State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines. IA 50319

iVrt-ft addre-,si

Race Horse Barn8. Use: Present- .Original.

.; At reage

Same
Zipi

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:
1895 Architect Builder.

G other institutional 
S Public

single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: Fg clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _____________________________________________________

n religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: n w°°d frame with interlocking loints^^wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Q masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls D reinforced concrete

Q other_____________:_____________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good g] fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: ' original site 5 moved-if so. when?. probably 1909 or soon thereafter, from a

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: 

site north of the old race track.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [H barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other ____________________________ _____________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 2OC no G vt?s—if so, why?_______________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
n industrial H residential G other __________________________________________________________

18. Map }<•). Photo 
RolL_ Frame. _View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

S b. Contributing structure 

DC. Not eligible/intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

Prepared by____________________________________________Date____________________________

Address ______________________________________________Telephone ________________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this ProperU Q Review and Compliance Project: 

H County Resource File

H Windshield Survey [~~! Other ___ 

H National Register Q Other ___ 

G Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ Q Other___ 

Q Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 
2. Sub|ect Traces _________

a. __________________________________. ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________ 
c. _____________________________________ ________ 
d. ___________________________________ ________ 
e. _____________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name 

Map Reference

301
Iowa State Fairgrounds "301

Identification
1. Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "I 1

.Township. Lee .CountV-2. Village/Town/City__Des_Moines
3. Street Address West Side of 31st STreet between Grand Concourse S Lyon
4. Legal Location ____________

Polk

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'4 section of '4 section

5. DIM Location: zone

b Owner(s) Name __
7. Owner(s) Address

.eastine. ____ northing
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present.

(Street jddressi

Race Horse Barn .Original- Same
:Z. P .

1895Description
9. Date of Construction________________Architect/Builder.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls 3QS clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten

G other _____________________________________

G other institutional 
jS public

shingles G stucco

G religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: n wood frame with interlocking jointsyywood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls O reinforced concrete 

G other_________:__________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good SI fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: ' original site [x] moved—if so, when? probably 1909 or soon thereafter/ from

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: 

a site north of the old race track.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other _________ ! ___________________ ___ ___________________________________________

1b. Is the building endangered? no G ves — if so, whv?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. _View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

0. Architectural significance

[j a. Key structure-individually may qualify for the National Register 

2 b. Contributing structure 

^ c. Not eligible intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A.

.11. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

F] c. Not eligible intrusion

11. Sources (for primar\ and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

VV. ('. Page, Public Historian
Prepared by ________ 319/456-8651 ———————————— Date

Address __________ o ____________ TelephoneRichland, IA 52585 r
Organization _______ ————————————————————————————————————————————

; For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

> 1. Ottic e Inhumation Sources on this Pr<>ptT!\ ~ Review and Compliant »• Project: 

""^ Countv Rrsource File

^j Windshield Sur\-e\ —'Other _.__

[j National Register ^ ( ^ tnt' r __

H Crants-ln-Aid: _—————————————————————————-.- ^] Other ___ 

Q Determination ot Eligibility

]. Photo Images

2. Subject Traces ________

a. _______• _________________________ ________

b. ___________________________________ ________
c. _________________________________ ————————
d. ___________________________________ ________
e. __________________________:———————— ————————



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

30 J
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
30J

Identification
1. Site Name RACE HORSE BARN "J 1

.Township. Lee .Countv-2. Village/Town/City Des Homes
3. Street Address West Side of 31st STreet between Grand Concourse & Lyon
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: subdivision 
township

parcel 
section

subparcel
'•4 section of '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone.

6. Owner(s) Name _

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present____

_northine_
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
'Street address!

Race Horse Barn .Original- Same
• Zip)

1895Description
9. Date of Construction^________Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls:JQJ clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other __________ '_____________________

G other institutional 
x5 public

Q religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |ointsXj wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G ' ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

G other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G'excellent G good 52 f a ' r G deteriorated

14. Integrity: original site §fj moved—if so, when? probably 1909 or soon thereafter, from
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site: 
a site north of the old race track.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy

G other ____________________________ ____________________________ _________________

16. Is the building endangered? ves — if so. why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

^industrial r~! residential l""! other __________________________-___________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll- Frame. _View



OlQTllllCCIIlC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
(2 b. Contributing structure
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

See statement attached to Site #30A.

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Ob. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

W. ('. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 ——————————Date.

Post Office Box 143 ___________Teleohone o:..ui—i i A -•>-«<; ————————————leiepnone

Organization
Richland. 1A 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property ~ Rt-vit-u and Compliance Project: 
r~! County Resource File
LJ Windshield Survey —• Other ___

n National Register . G Other ___
Q Crants-ln-Aid: __________________.——————-—— Q Other __ 

Q] Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces _________

a. __________________________________ ________
b. __________________________________ ————————



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

31
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
31

Identification
1. Site Name STORAGE HOUSE - MAINTENANCE BUILDING

2. Village/Town/City Pes Moines_________Township_____Lee___________Countv____ 
3 street Address SE Corner of Intersection of Des Moines S 34th Streets
4. Legal Location _____________

Polk

Rural
subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
section

subparcel
'4 section of '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone 

b. Owner(s) N«me _

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

.easting _northing_
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
• Street addressi

Maintenance Office & Shops
• Z.pi

Equipment & Supply Storage
.Original- Same

1936*
.Architect Builder.

Description
9. Date of Construction_

10. Building Type:
n single-family dwelling r] industrial Q other institutional 
Q multiple-family dwelling H] educational 3© public 
n commercial

11. Exterior Walls: n clapboard Q stone X] brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

[1 other _____________________________________________________

Public Works Administration, Builder

Ql religious 
Q] agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints LJ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
LJ masonrv load-bearing walls H iron frame XX steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete
n other. iron columns & trusses / earth & concrete floor (Sanborn Map Company 

map of fairgrounds; 1942)

13. Condition: [H excellent 5? good G fair Q deteriorated
14. Integrity: xxor 'g' na ' Slte LJ moved—if so, when?iiiltricriiy. 2wS. v "'& IMCI ' ^ |l " I_j MICJV^U—11 jw, wiiirii'. ____________________________________________._________________

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn [H other farm structures H carriage house Q garage n privy 
^2 other ____________________________ ____________'._____________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 2<52 no Fj yes—if so, why? ____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: 7J open land H woodland ^ scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up [j commercial 
^^ industrial H residential r

18. Map



QiQn.ili.CQn.CG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

JO. Architectural significance
_, a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

X b. Contributing structure

22 c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building was almost certainly designed by Keffer & Jones, although documenta­ 
tion to support this contention is unavailable at present. (Keffer & Jones did de­ 
sign dozens of Iowa school buildings for the Public Works Administration in the 1930s) 
This building is a Type 3 structure with brick curtain walls over steel frame. The 
monitor roof is an interesting feature of this utilitarian building and its ribbon 
windows are original. Facade is stepped and brickwork detail on each step's parapet 
is another interesting detail. A recent entry porch on the facade distracts from 
the building's clean lines. The facility houses today the building and grounds of­ 
fice, shops, equipment, and supply storage.

21. Historical Significance Themeis)_____________________________________________ 

n a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible/intrusion

* "FAIR SPENDS BIG SUM TO BETTER ITS '36 FACILITIES" "The largest project under 
way, exclusive of the swine pavilion remodeling, is the construction of a 
two story storage house east of the roller coaster. This building when 
completed will cost approximately $25,000 and will be used to house lumber, 
tools, trucks, chairs, cots, mattresses, turn stiles and all other types of 
fairgrounds equipment and supplies. It is of brick and steel construction, 
with a 16 ft. balcony on both sides. The building is 72x180 ft. and is being 
constructed by the W.P.A." (Greater Iowa; May 1936; p 4 c 2-3).

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Brick used in construction of this building came from sidewalks torn-up 
and replaced by concrete in 1936 (Greater Iowa; May 1936; p 4 c 2-3).

Prepared by —————— w c Page? Pub|lc Historian ———————————————— Date————
Address ________ 319/456-8651 ________________Telephone 

Post Office Box 143
Organization————— Richland, IA 52585 ————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Ottic i- Information sourc rs on this Proprr!\ ~ Revieu and Compliance Project: 

3^ Counts Resourci 1 File ____

~ \\indshield Survrs —Other ________________ 

^ National Register ^ Other _________________ 

^ Grants-in-Aid: ____________________________ ^ Other ________________ 

^j Determination ot Uigibilits

}. Photo Images _____________
2. Subject Traces MAINTENANCE BUILDING NO. 31 built 'ih~T937 by the Public Works

b. Administration. It is a brick building with gi-g^l fr^^^. It house?
t building and grounds office, shops equipment and supply storage._____
d. __________________________________ ______ ______________
e.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name.

32
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Map Reference * 32

Identification
1. Site Name WAREHOUSE

.Township, Lee -Countv. Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address West Side of 34th Court between Grand Avenue S Des Moines Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'•• section of '« section

5. UTM Location: zone. _easting_ .northing.

6. Owner(s) Name State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage.

7. Owner(s) Address State House ; Des Moines , IA 50139
'Street addressi

8. Use: Material/Equipment Warehouse n ngin a i Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:
1974

Kenneth Bussard, Architect 
Arrhit»rfR..iiri»r Norton Building Co, Builder

n other institutional 
X2fl public

single-family dwelling Q industrial 
O multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: [H clapboard n stone Q brick H board and batten [J shingles Q] stucco
Xn othe r corrugated metal____________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints H wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonry load-bearing walls LJ iron frame CU steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete
xi other____pole barn frame w/wood trusses______________________

13. Condition: Si excellent F] good [j fair H deteriorated
14. Integrity: xxoriginal site H moved—ifso.when^

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn Fj other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage Q priv\

2 other ___________________________ ___________________________ ____________

16. Is the building endangered? no Q yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: [H open land [^woodland 3 scattered outbuildings H densely built-up ^2 commercial 

n industrial G residential G other ________________——.___________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll looking



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
2§ c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
G c. Not eligible/intrusion

"Building Number 32 was built in 1974 for storage of materials and equipment. 
Its construction is corrugated metal and designed by Ken Bussard and built 
by the Morton Building Company."

The above information was prepared by William Wagner. 

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets, Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State Fair 
w/William Wagner.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 —————————————Date.

Organization

Post Office Box 143 ___________Telephone Richland, IA 52585 —————————————— e.epnone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Office Information Sources on this ProperU ^j Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 
" Countv Resource File
[~ VXmdshield Survev Hi Other___ 

G National Register H Other ___ 
G Crants-ln-Aid: ———————————————————————————— Q Other___ 
H] Determination of Eligibilitv

3. Photo Images 
2. Sub|ect Traces _________

a. ___________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

33

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
33_________________

Identification
1. Site Name _SIECK'S TENT & AWNING COMPANY BUILDING - FIRE STATION

Lee________.Township. -CountV-2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address NE Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue at 34th Court
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
section

subparcel
'« section of '4 section

_easting_ .northing.5. UTM Location: zone________
b. Ownerts) M-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage.

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
iStreel addressi >dt\i • Z.P.

8. Use: Present____Fire Station during Fair_____Original Tent & Camping Supply Sales & 
Warehouse year-round Rental (Seicks Tent & Awning)

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
1927*_____Architect Builder Seicks Tent S Awning Co had this building

constructed
G industrial Q other institutional n religious 
n educational jg public Q agricultural

G single-family dwelling 
G multiple-family dwelling 
£] commercial

11. Exterior Walls :j£j_ clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten Q shingles G stucco 

G other _____________________________________________________

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints x wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G ' ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

G other__

13. Condition: G excellent G good G fa ' r S deteriorated

14. Integrity: £j original site G moved — if so, when? ____________________________________________ 
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
Gather ____________________________.________________________ _____________________

16. Is the building endangered? XX no Q ves— if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G n> hpr ________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
RolK looking N



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

]5? b. Contributing structure 

fj c. Not eligible/intrusion

Sieck's Tent & awning Company suppled tent rentals for campers during the Fair. 
The building serves, presently, as a fire station during the fair and for storage 
during the balance of the year. It is a Type B building with clapboard exterior 
siding. The building is strictly utilitarian with gable end facade. Gable win­ 
dows and door are replacements.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

: Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

W. C". Page, Public Historian
Prepared by_______ 319/456-8651 ____________Date____

Post Office Box 143 
Address ————————— Richland. IA 52585 ————————————Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property Q Revieyv and Compliance Project: 

' ! County Resource File

1 \2 Windshield Survey

H National Register
1 ! i C,r,^nts-ln-Aid-

1 H Determination of Eligibility

2. Sub|ect Traces
a

h

; H.

i

f-j OlhMr

r-jOthpr

——————————— Q Othpr



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Namp 
Map Reference

34

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
34

Identification
1. Site Name POULTRY & RABBIT DISPLAY BUILDING

_Township_ Lee -CountV-2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address NW Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & C Street
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
lownship

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'4 section of '•» section

5. UTM Location: zone__________easting__________northing_________
6. Owner(s) N-me _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

_; Ai reage.

(Street acid re' •Zipi

8. Use: Present____Poultry & Rabbit Display original Employee Dormitory; Warehouse
Building; Warehouse 

•p\_ • I' Karl Keffer Associates, Architects
9. Date of Con5truction___JL967j^___^rchltecl Bu||der Melvin Lumber Co, Builder_________

10. Building Type:
C3 single-family dwelling Q industrial Q other institutional _3 religious 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational [_J public Q agricultural 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: Q clapboard fl stone G brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco
£j other corrugated metal_________________________________________________

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame }£>£steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other_______________________________________=——————————————————————————————————

13. Condition: ^excellent G good G fair Q deteriorated
14. Integrity: Xj original site Q moved—ifso.when;1

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn F] other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage Q priw 
[H other ________ ; ___________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? no Q ves — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: f] open land n woodland G scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up Q commercial 
^industrial f~! residential F] other_______________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

3 a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

5? c. Not eligible'intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually mav qualifv for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets, Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State Fair 
w/William Wagner.

Prepared bv_________ W. C. Page, Public Historian __________Date____
319/456-8651 _ , ,

Address ——————————— post office Box 143 ——————————Telephone
Richland. IA 52585 __________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this Property r^ Review and Compliance Project: 

: Countv Resource File

22 Windshield Survey !~i Other ___ 

[2 National Register n Other___ 

[j Crants-ln-Aid: __________!_________________ n Other ___ 

[n Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces _________

a. __________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

35
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
35

Identification
1. Site Name SURPLUS PROPERTY BUILDING

.Township. Lee .Countv. Polk2. Village^Town/Citv Des Moines
3. Street Address SE Corner of Intersection of Des Moines Street S 34th Court
4. Legal Location ____________

subdivision 
lownship

bloik 
range

part el 
seaion

subpariel
'» section ot '« section

5 UTM Location: zone .northint .; Ac rt>am>___
h Owner(s) N-me _§*:f?^!L of Iowa/Department of General Services 
7. Owner.s) Address . State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

u«. :

Street address)

Distribution of Surplus 
Government Property

Zip)

Description
9. Date of Construction 

10. Building Type:
1958 architect Builder Fuller Construction Co, Builder

single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q] educational 
[j commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: Q clapboard G stone Q brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

Q other institutional 
j^J public

Q religious 
Q agricultural

other concrete block
}2. Structural System: Qwood frame with interlocking joints [jwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 

§j masonry load-bearing walls Q tfon frame Q steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

p other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent 53 good F] fair [^deteriorated
14. Integrity: XJ original site H moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: H barn LJ other farm structures [H carriage house Q garage Q priw

other ____________________________ ___ _________________________ ____________

1b. Is the building endangered? no Q ves — if so, whv?

17. Surroundings of the building: [n open land [j woodland Qj scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up [^commercial

''industrial ' residential ' ' other ___________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

§c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themets)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Files; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Bldg; Des Moines, IA.

Prepared by_______ \V. C'. Page, Public Historian _____________Date————

Address________ „ ^V.^56"!^1 m ____________TelephonePost Office Box 14J ~
Organization______ Richland, IA 52585 ————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Propertv " Review and Compliance Project:

[j Counts Resource File ___________

r~! Windshield Survev r

[j National Register H C)ther ___

n Crants-ln-Aid: __________________________ rn Other__ 

3 Determination of tligibilitx

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces _________

a. ___________________________________ ________

b. ________________________________ _______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

36
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
36

Identification
•1. Site Name FORT MADISON BLOCKHOUSE (HERITAGE VILLAGE)
2. Village/Town/City Des Moines .Township Lee .Countv- Polk
3 street Address East Side of 34th Street between Grand Avenue & Des Moines Street
4. Legal Location

subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
section

subparcei
'« section of '• section

5. UTM Location: zone 

b. Owner(s) Nime „

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

.easting. _northine_
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
• Street address) iCitM

Historical Reconstruction
'Zipi

Display
Original, Same

1966
William Wagner, Architect 

A,rhit»r,,R..i.H,.r Richard Bordwell, BuilderDescription
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Q industrial (~J other institutional 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational [3| public 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: H clapboard Hj stone r] brick Q board and batten Q shingles [j stucco 
g] other hewn log__________________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: x] wood frame with interlocking joints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[]] masonrv load-bearing walls [H iron frame !Z3 steel frame with curtain walls O reinforced concrete

Q other___________________________:_______________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent ffi good Q ^ a ' r D deteriorated
14. Integrity: >T| original site H moved—if so, when:

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: n barn ^ other farm structures Q carriage house F] garage Q priw 
, } (jther ____________________________ _________________________________________ 

1b. Is the building endangered? XX no fj ves—if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: [H open land ^woodland £] scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up [^commercial 
f"1 industrial H residential H other ____________________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll,



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance
Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

r] b. Contributing structure 
23 c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)
a. Key structure, individually may qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible-intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

* Document attached on following page prepared by building's architect.

_________ \V C. Page, Public Historian _________ Date____
319/456-8651

————————— Post Office Box 143 ————————— Telephone 
Organization._________ Richland. 1A 52585 —————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this Propt-rU "~\ Review and Compliance Project: 
' ! County Resource File
^2 Windshield Survey r~i Other ___ 

G National Register [^j Other___ 
n Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ [H Other___ 
[j Determination of Eligibility

]. Photo Images 
2. Sub|ect Traces _________

a. _______________________:___________ ________ 
b. ___________________________________ ________



BLOCK HOUSE NO. 36. The reconstruction drawings for the block house were 

drawn by Bill Wagner and the construction work done by Richard Bordwell in 

1966. The drawings were done from an archeological dig at the site at 

Ft. Madison by the State Archeologist and considerable rearch in the Archives 

in Washington, D.C . The archeological dig found that the burned timbers of 

the second floor of the block house had been rotated 90 degrees. The dig 

showed the location of the picket (stockade) and that there was a basement 

under the blockhouse. The timbers are all 12 x 12" oak, which was a bit 

difficult to find. With all the facts gathered together and put in place, it 

was felt the reconstruction was as accurate as possible.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number ___ 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

37
Iowa State Fairgrounds
37____________________________

Identification
1. Site Name _____

BUILDING 
Moines .Township. Lee _Countv_ Polk2. Village/Town/City

3. Street Address East Side of 34th Street between Grand Avenue & Des Moines Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
sec Nun

subparcel

5. UTM Location: zone__________fasting__________northini;_______
h Owner(s) N-me _ State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
7. Owner,*) Address State House; Des Moines , -LA 50319

.; Acreage.

8. Use: Present- Handicapped Art Exhibit

1886Description
9. Date of Construction______j-<~>w______Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
[H single-family dwelling Q industrial 
fj multiple-family dwelling PJ educational 
n commercial

11. Exterior Walls: n clapboard n stone [j brick X] board and batten Q shingles [j stucco 
[~] other __________

3 other institutional 
XX public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: [jwood frame with interlocking jointsXXwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
PJ masonrv load-bearing walls \~\ iron frame [j steel frame with curtain walls O reinforced concrete

G other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent G good 5] fair H deteriorated
14. Integrity: xll original site rn moved—if so, when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: n barn F] other farm structures Q carriage house Q] garage Q~J priw 
n other ___________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [55 no [j yes— if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: LJ open land [j woodland *~] scattered outbuildings n densely built-up £2 commercial 
*~2 industrial F] residential rj other _________________________________________________________________

18. Map
View looking ENE



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

XI a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
n b. Contributing structure 
He. Not eligible-intrusion

This building dates from 1886 and the first set of buildings on the Fairgrounds. 
It is a Type 2 building with board and batten cladding. The building retains 
a wood shingle roof. Alterations to the facade fenestration detract somewhat 
from the integrity of the building but overall integrity is good. The building 
has been moved onto its present site from a location elsewhere on the Fairgrounds, 
This relocation does not affect the building's integrity in terms of this his­ 
toric district nomination.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 
LJ b. Contributing structure 
[j c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for priman, and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

w C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv————— w'^ 3f9/456-8651 ————————————————— Date

Post Office Box 143 _______________Telephone 
Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Off in.' Information Sources on this Propt-m ~ Review jnd Compliance Project: 

CuunK Resource File

~ \\indshield Surve\ —Other __

^2 National Register Q Other ___

12 Grants-ln-Aid: _____________________________ r"1 Other __ 

^] Determination of EligibiliU

5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________

a. ___________________________________ ________
b. ___________________________________ ________



EXHIBIT BUILDING NO 37 was originally used as 

the Iowa State Fair Secretary's office. Since then it has had several uses. 

During the early years'of the beginning of the Heritage Village it was used 

as an Indian exhibit. Current use has been for handicraft arts and crafts and 

information. The building is one of few remaining from the original con­ 

struction period. The building is a cross—main wing north and south and 

minor cross wings east and west. Main entrance and ramp is on the west— 

exits each end of the other wings. The style is carpenter gothic, boards 

and battens and is the only old original structure in the Heritage Village area 

that has not been altered to any great extent.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

38
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
38

Identification'
1 Site Name_JNSIDE INN CAFE -PHARMACY DISPLAY BUILDING (HERITAGE VILLAGE)
2. Village/Town/City. Des M°ines -•^ . . Polk

3. Street Address__

4. Legal Location _

.County.
NE Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & 34th Street *

subdivisio
township

block 
range

panel 
section

subparcel
'« sedion ut ' » section

5. UTM Location: zone _____. nnrthmi

h Owner(s) Nime __ 

7. Owneris) Address

8. Use: Present_____

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Vreel jddffss.

Display of antique Original —
pharmacy equipment from Douglas Pharmacy, Postville, IA.

Description clrca 1905
9. Date of Construction_________________Architect Builder _________________

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone X] brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _________________ ______________________________________

Q other institutional 
JS public

Zip.

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: |H wood frame with interlocking joints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Xj masonry load-bearing walls n iron frame [J steel frame with curtain walls n reinforced concrete 

Q other.___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [^excellent ^j good [H fair Q deteriorated
14. integrity: i£ original site G moved—if so, when?______remodeling in 1972 altered facade so as

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: 
to resemble a boom-town front.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures Q carriage house [H garage G priw
G other _______________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [>S no G V es—if so, why? ——————————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _________________—_____________________________________

18. Map



OlQTllllCC[n.C0 (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure 

53 c. Not eligible/intrusion

Antique photographs picture this building as l^-stories with side gables. The 
building is a Type 4 structure which employs brick for load-bearing walls. The In­ 
side Inn Cafe was one of the first commercial buildings on the Fairgrounds built 
in such a permanent manner. Its name,'Inside Inn, clearly refers to the comfort it 
offered. (Other contemporary eateries were mostly frame or tent shelters). This 
building has, unfortunately, lost its upper sections, and its present front is an­ 
other discordant note on what, originally, was a handsome building. A similarly de­ 
signed, brick load-bearing wall building stood somewhat west of the Inside Inn Cafe 
It housed Dodd & Struthers' Lightening Rod displays. This building is non-extant.

Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondan, sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Antique Photographic Image; Photographic Collection; Office of Museum; Iowa State 
Historical Department; Des Moines, IA.

Prepared by___ W. C. Page, Public Historian __________________Date____
319/456-8651 T , ,Address ————— post office Box 143 ———————————————————Telephone

Organization __ Richland, IA 52585 _——————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Ottice Information Sources on this Property ~ Review and Compliance Pro|ect: 
' County Resource File

^ \\indshield Survey —Other ___ 

^2 National Register rj Other ___ 
^ Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ [^ Other ___ 
3 Determination of Eligibility

?. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces _________

a. ___________________________________ ________





PHARMACY NO. 33 has two wide piers built of face brick with a 

false front of wood and display windows on either side of the entrance. The 

design is such that the front's appearance is Western. The west pier is 

built with full width quoins of four brick courses with one brick course between, 

The east is similar but it appears that the quoins either continued on or were 

anticipated to continue on. The east wall has window openings that have 

been filled—also joist slots have been filled. The west elevation is face 

brick with three full openings and two half openings (windows). Rear is 

also face brick with one door and one window. The east is a mixture of 

various masonry types.

Prior to 1972 the building was used as the post office for the 

Fairgrounds. The current use is an historic drugstore featuring furniture 

and supplies.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

39

Iowa State Fairgrounds
39________________________

Identification
1. Site Name_____ GROCERY STORE-GENERAL STORE MUSEUM (HERITAGE VILLAGE)

Lee_________2. Village/Town/City Des Moines__________Township____Lee_____________County,

3. Street Address North Side of Grand Avenue just East of 34th Street
4. Legal Location ____________

Polk

subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
section

subpari el
'4 section ot '4 section

UTM Location: zone _northing

h. Owner(s) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
7. Owner.s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

.; A( reage___

8. Use: Present. General Store Museum Grocery Store

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling 
G multiple-family dwelling

.Architect. Builder. Lovejoy Construction Co , Builder

G industrial 
G educational

G other institutional 
S public

religious 
agricultural

11. Exterior Walls: 3 clapboard G stone G brick x^board and batten Q shingles [j stucco 
S other rnncrete block? facade has boards & battens ______

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints Pj wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Xj masonry load-bearing walls r] iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls CH reinforced concrete

Q other______:____________________________________________________________

13. Condition: H excellent ^ good H fair [j deteriorated
14. Integrity: xx orig' na ' s ' te H moved—ifso.when;1

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage Q priw 
G other ____________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? Kino G yes—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

H industrial H residential HI other _____________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll!



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[j a. Key structure/individuallv may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

§c c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv_____________ 319/456-8651 _________Date.

Post Office Box 143

Organization

t-OSl VMU.C *»«* "" T^lonh^nc.Richland, IA 52585 —————————Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property [j Revieu and Compliance Project: 

County Resource File

~ Windshield Survey n

" National Register £]

H] Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ !~~!

Q Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images 

2. Subject Traces _________

a. ___________________________________ ________ 

b. __________________________________ ________

d. __



GENERAL STORE NO. 39 was built on the site, date unknown. It is a simple 

concrete block structure with tile coping that has been refaced with boards 

and battens to give a western look. Double doors with sidelights for the 

entrance with two double casement windows each side of the entrance. The 

original use was a grocery store for persons staying on the grounds. The 

current use is the display of an antique general store.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District

4Q

Map Reference

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
40

Identification
1. Site Name

COTTAGE
Lee2. Village/Town/City__Des_Moines_

3. Street Address North Side of Grand Avenue just East of 34th Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
section

Polk

subparcel
'••• section of v4 section

5. UTM Location: zone. _northing_

6. Owner(s) Name _
7. Owner(s) Address

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
(Street address!

n .. D Barber Shop Museum8. Use: Present_______________£_________

iCitvi

_Original-
(Zipi

1886 Architect/Builder.
Description
9. Date of Construction- 

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick [jfcboard and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _____________________________________________________

G other institutional 
^public

n religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: Qwood frame with interlocking jointsX3?wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Q masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame O steel frame with curtain walls D reinforced concrete 
n other

13. Condition: Q excellent gl good Q fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: q nrigin.uitP & mnvPH-if .o whpn? moved in 1976 onto the fairgrounds & present location

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage Q privy 
G other ___________________________._________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [x| no G Y es—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial
G industrial G residential G other ___________________________________._____________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll'. Frame View looking NW



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance
S3 a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

. Contributing structure 
c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building has been relocated onto its present site from elsewhere on the 
Fairgrounds. This relocation does not affect the integrity of the building. 
It is a Type 2 building with board and batten cladding. The porch is a re­ 
construction. The cross gables are points of architectural interest as is the 
millwork in the gables. This is one of the few small-scale buildings extant on 
the Fairgrounds from the first period of Fair construction.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
G b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by_ 

Address ___ 
Organization..

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date,

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 
LJ County Resource File 
G Windshield Survey 
[H National Register 
["I Grants-ln-Aid: _____ ___________
Q Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces
a. _______________
b. _____________
c. _______________ 
d. _______________ 

e. ________________

Review and Compliance Project:

D Other. 
D Other.

3. Photo Images



BARBER SHOP #40 • . It is of board 

and batten construction with wood shingles on the roof. The building is 

20 feet wide and 16 feet daep sitting on piers. The main gable runs east 

and west and large dormers the same width as the main gable run north 

and south. All decorative carpenter gothic. There are two single front 

doors on the south and two double hung 2 over 2 windows east and west 

with one double hung 2 over 2 window on the north. There is a wood lean-to 

porch across the front covering the two doors and a wood deck.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William - Wagner,



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference

41
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
41

Identification
1. Site Name______HARPER MUTUAL TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION BUILDING (HERITAGE VILLAGE)

2. 
3. 
4.

5.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 
Owner(s) N-me
Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
North Side of Grand Avenue just East

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

eauinp northini'
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

rn.mtv POlk

of 34th Street

block 
range

parcel subparcel 
section '4 section ot '• section

;Strt-ei dddr

8 Use- Telephone Equipment Museum original Independent Telephone Office
(1915-1958)

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
1913 Architect. Builder . John & Helen Crooks

G other institutional 
XX public

_ single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
Q commercial

11. exterior Walls: [^clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

n other

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: n wood frame with interlocking joints^] wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
n masonrv- load-bearing walls n iron frame [j steel frame with curtain walls D reinforced concrete 

G other

13. Condition: [j excellent ^ good Hj fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: G original site £; mnvpd-if so. wh P n/ moved in 1979 onto its present site on the fair- 

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: grounds

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G 8ara8e

G other .____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? xx no D V es—if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other __________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Pj a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

H b. Contributing structure 

25 c. Not eligible intrusion

Historical Significance Theme(s) __________ 

[] a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

n c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_______ W. C. Page, Public Historian _____________Date____
319/456-8651 T . ,Address ________ Post Office Box 143 ______________Telephone

Organization _______ Richland, IA 52585 .______________________

1 For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this Propert\ r] Review and Compliance Project: 

i Countv Resource File

" Windshield Surve\ ^ Other ___ 

^ National Register H Other ___ 

[j Grants-ln-Aid: _________ ____________________ H Other ___ 

[j Determination of EligibiliH

J. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces _________

a. ___________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________



TELEPHONE BUILDING NO. 41. This 12 x 30 wood-constructed building was 

moved to the Fairgrounds from Harper, Iowa in 1979. It was originally built 

in 1915 and was used as the office of the Mutual Telephone Association. It 

now houses an antique telephone display. The building sits on two timber 

pieces that run lengthwise. It is sided with 4" drop siding. There is a 

window and a door on both south and west sides and one window on each 

of the other two sides. There is a small lean-to porch (not original) on 

the front. Shingles are wood.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name

42

Iowa state Fairgrounds

Map Reference * 42

Identification
1 Site Name RAILROAD STATION ( HERITAGE VILLAGE)

.Township. Lee .Countv. Polk2. Village/Town/City DeS Moines __ __
3 Street Address North Side of Grand- Avenue between 34th Street & 34th Court 
4. Legal Location ____

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subpanel 
4 section of '« secti

T. UTM Location: zone .__ _eastin_> .northiny

h. Owner(s) Nime State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage

7. Ownens) Address State House; Des Moines , IA 50319

8. Use: Present.

Mreet address' -\ n

Railroad Memorabilia Museum Original. Railroad Station

Description
9. Date of Construction___________________Architect Builder

10. Building Type:
n single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
(H commercial

11. Exterior Walls:JQJclapboard [j stone H brick

n other _________________________

Q other institutional 
Spublic

G board and batten n shingles [j stucco

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: n wood frame with interlocking joints [jcwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
n masonry load-bearing walls F] iron frame H steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

n other___________________________________________________________________

moved at an unknown time onto its present
13. Condition: Q excellent [X good [H fair [j deteriorated
14. Integrity: d] original site JOtmoved—ifso.when^ _____

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:
site on the fairgrounds. Its origins are al-

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: fj barn r] other farm structures [j carriage house [j garage Q priw
^ other _______________________________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? XX no [j ves—ifso.whv?______________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: n open land n woodland G scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up H commercial 

n industrial H residential H other ___________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

G a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
G b. Contributing structure 
C8 c:. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

G a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
G b. Contributing structure 
G c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by- 

Address __
Organization

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone.

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 
G County Resource File 
G VVindshield Survey 

G National Register 
G Grants-ln-Aid: ______:__________

G Review and Compliance Project:

Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces 

a. _______ 
b. ______ 
c. _______ 
d. _______



RAILROAD BUILDING NO. 42 was moved to the Fairgrounds at some unknown 

date. It is estimated to have been built prior to 1880. It is not known from 

whence it came, but the opinion is that it was a ticket office at some minor 

railway stop. It now houses railroad antiques.

The building is 13 feet square and is sided with metal that appears 

to be newer than the building. The entrance and "ticket window" are on the 

west side. The other sides have double hung windows with one pane over 

one pane. Door and windows appear to be old. The unusual feature is the oriel 

bay minuture tower that comes out of the southwest corner. This oriel serves no 

functional purpose. It is fabricated in metal, it's cornice work differing from 

that of the main roof. All details and roof are also metal roof stamped to look 

like shingles.

My opinion is that it could have been later—plus or minus 1890. 

The type of details are the kinds that one could purchase out of catalogs about 

1890. Mr. Floyd Deets, Building and Grounds Superintendent, feels it was 

built about 1888 by an exhibitor. At one time there was a miniature railroad 

on the grounds and someone thought it might have become a depot for same.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

43
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1 Site Name BUILDING - MODEL TRAIN EXHIBIT BUILDING

2. Village/Town/City
3. Street Address
4. Legal Location

5. UTM Location: zone

7. Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee rmmfv Polk
NW Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & 34th Court

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

eastinp northing
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

block parcel subparcel 
range section '« section of '4 section

8. Use: Present.

ibtreet address

Model Train Display .Original.

,Zip.

.Architect Builder.

Q other institutional 
5 public

Description
9. Date of Construction____________

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten Q shingles Q stucco
S other ___wood siding immitating wood logs_____________________

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking loints^^wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

PI "thpr __________________________________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

13. Condition: G excellent g good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: G original site G moved—if so. when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn [j other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 
G other __________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? no G Y es—if so, whv? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

H industrial f~l residential H other ____________________________________.___________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll. Frame View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualifv for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

JS^c. Not eligible/intrusion

Reputedly and possibly built in 1886, this building fails the test of 
integrity for contributing and/or key buildings. It ia a Type 2 building 
but replacement of original exterior cladding has compromised the integrity 
of the building.

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

a- key structure/individually mav qualifv for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by_________ W. C. Page, Public Historian ___________ Date____
319/456-8651 T , ,Address ———————————— post Offjce BQX 143 ___________Telephone

_______ Richland, IA 52585 ___________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Otfic e Information Sources on the, Property rj Review and Compliance Project: 

CuunU Resource File

^2 Windshield Surve\ r~l Other ___ 

2] National Register L] Cither___ 

^2 Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ r-j other___ 

^1 Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. ___________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________



J
MODEL RAILROAD DISPLAY BUILDING NO. 43 was originally used for restrooms

The date is not exactly known, but close to 1886. There was an extension 

added during 1984 to the north. The building plan runs north-south with 

smaller bays on the east and west sides which serve as entrance and exit. 

The building is sided with imitation half-round log siding. Gable ends and 

roofs are cedar shapes. The picture does not show the addition to the left, 

or north.

The site inventory date is not correct. It probably shows 1949, 

when it was converted to it's present use. Both building no. 43 and 91 

were originally restrooms having cast iron fixtures, partitions and non-skid 

tETSi iron floors. Toilets were cast iron with wood seats.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Momes. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name
Map Reference

44
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
44

Identification
1. Site Name
2. Village/Town/ City
3. Street Address
4. Legal Location

5. UTM Location: zone 
h. Owner(s) Name
7. Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee rnnntv Polk

SE Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & Hoover

Urban: subdivision 
Rural township

t'astinp northinp
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair" Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

block 
range

part el subpauel 
section '. section oi '• section

(Street addressi iCitvi iState)

8. Use: Pr»c »nt Replica of early church nr , gma | Religious Services
built in Iowa at Dubuque in 1834 

. on. Washington Square
1967_______Architect/Builder William J Wagner, Architect 

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

:Z,pi

Q

G other institutional 
Q public

Q religious 
Q agricultural

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard Q stone G brick Q board and batten Q shingles G stucco 
oth e r log timber

12. Structural Systemxx] wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
n masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

G other ______________________________________________________ '.

13. Condition: G excellent 53 good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: £j original site Q moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 
G other __________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? Q no G V es— if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential G other __________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



OlCrnillCCinOO (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance
Cj a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

Contributing structure
Not eligible/intrusion

Theme(s)21. Historical Significance
[H a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
n b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible,intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_ 

Address __ 
Organization.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Property
~ County Resource File
™ Windshield Survey

~ National Register
'~~i Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces
a. ______ 
b. _______

Review and Compliance Project:

n Other. 
n Other. 

[] Other.

3. Photo Images

d.



LOG CHURCH NO. 44 is a reconstruction of the first church built in Iowa. 

Handhewn logs 8" thick (28 feet long and 24 feet wide). Dove tail corners. 

The gable ends are sided. There are two windows on each side/ 8 over 12 

panes, one window in the rear and a double entrance door in the front. The 

building sits on a stone foundation. The floor is 1 x 6 construction, ceiling 

of random planks on top of rough sawn 4x8 roof rafters rough sawn. All 

dimension wood is rough sawn while finish wood (door sash and trim) has 

been "touched" with adze marks— The handmade wrought iron door 

hardware is good. Benches are planks with legs dowelled in. Church has 

a log pulpit.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Numhpr 
District Name 
Map Reference

45
Iowa State Fairgrounds ___

Identification
1 Site Name NORTH LINCOLN COUNTRY SCHOOLHOUSE (HERITAGE VILLAGE)

.Township. Lee .Countv. Polk2. ViHage/Town/Citv Des Moines
3 street Address SE Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & Pioneer Street
4. Legal Location ____________

Rural:
subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
setlion

subparcel
'4 section of '4 section

eastin northing _5. UTM Location: zone _______
^ _ , . . M State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board h. Owner(s) NUme ___ '

.', Acreage^

Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present-

"State House; Des Moines, IZ 50319
Street address) iC'it\

Country Schoolhouse Museum
Original-

'Statei 'Zipi

Country Schoolhouse

1896*Description
9. Date of Construction______-1.^-^_______Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial G other institutional 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational Q public 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: S clapboard G stone G Dritk G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other _____________________________________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: Q wood frame with interlocking jointsXXwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
Q] masonry load-bearing walls 3 iron frame Cj steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

Q other____________________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent ^ good G fair n deteriorated
14. integrity: n original site j^moved—if so, when?____moved in 1968 to its present site on the fair- 

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: qrounds.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures n carriage house G garage Q privy
G other ___________________________.__________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 2? no G yes—if so, why?___________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial

G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



OlQTlillCCIIlCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

fj a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

2 C - Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian _______________Date- 
319/456-8651Post Office Box 143 ———————————————— Telephone

Organization._____ Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Office Information Sources on this Property r~ Revie\\ and Compliance Projeil: 

™ County Resource File

^j Windshield Survey r~~! Other___ 

[j National Register [H Other ___ 

n Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ [jOther___ 

[j Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces ___________

a. ____________________________________ _______________
b. __________________________________ ________



SCHOOL HOUSE NO. 45 was moved to the Fairgrounds site in 1968. It was 

originally located southesst of Indianola. It is of wood construction on a 

stone foundation and has 1x6" clapboard siding of which 50% appears to 

be replacement. There are three windows on the east side with 4 over 4 

lights, solid wood shutters made of 1 x 6's. The entrance door and transom 

and one 4 over 4 window on the west appear to be original, except for the 

door itself. Platform and steps are not original. The entrance opens into 

a cloak room and then the classroom, containing double desks of various 

sizes. The teacher's desk and equipment and blackboards are at the front 

of this classroom. Walls and ceiling are plastered except for the wainscot 

of beaded paneling. The stove is the other piece of equipment and is located 

in the northwest corner with a chimney pipe running to the northeast. No 

chimney appears outside.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.



SCHOOL HOUSE #45 was moved to the Fair Grounds site in 1968. It was 

orig inally located southeast of Indianola. It is of wood construction on a 

stone foundation and has 1x6" clapboard siding of which 50% appears to

be replacement. There are three windows on the east side with 4 over 4
V^.-^ ^C*Xio3

lights, solid wood shutters made of 1 x 6's. The entrance door and transom

and one 4 over 4 window on the west appear to the original, except for the 

door itself. Platform and steps are not original. The entrance opens into 

a cloak room and then the class room, containing double desks of different 

sizes. The reacher's desk and equipment and blackboards are at the front 

of this class room. Walls and ceiling are plastered except for the wainscot of 

beaded paneling. The stove is the other piece of equipment and is located 

in the northwest corner with a chimney pipe running to the northeast. No 

chimney appears outside.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

46
Iowa State Fairgrounds "46

Identification
1. Site Name WOMEN'S FARM BUREAU BUILDING-RED CROSS BUILDING

.Township. Lee _Countv_2. Village/Town/City_Des_Moines
3. Street Address North Side of Pioneer between Grand Avenue & Hoover Street
4. Legal Location ___________

Polk

subdivision 
township

parcel 
seclion

subpanel
'•4 section of '• section

5. DIM Location: zone .easting. .northing.

6. Owner(s) Nime __

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
• Street address)

Red Cross Station OriginaL

iSiatei <Zipl

Women's Farm Bureau Exhibits

1920 o/b*
.Architect, Builder.

Description
9. Date of Construction___

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [gclapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles Q stucco 
n other ______ __

G other institutional 
XX public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: Qwood frame with interlocking jointsxj wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good G ^a ' r S deteriorated
14. Integrity: x!] original site G moved—ifso.when;1

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage D privy 
I other ____________________________.___

16. Is the building endangered? G ves — if so, why?.

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G wooc"and\ G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential G other ____________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

r J a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

X b. Contributing structure

fj c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building has served a variety of purposes. Originally it house the Farm 
Bureau Women's offices. Later it served as Modern Woodmen of America's office. 
Today the Red Cross uses the building. It is a Type 2 structure with clapboard 
exterior cladding. The building had originally an interesting window configuration 
as shown on the attached 1942 photograph. The porch was added to the building some­ 
time after 1920. Built as a cottage, this building relates to other similarly 
scaled buildings on the Fairgrounds like Site #16.

This building and its neighbor, the Polk County Fair Headquarters, work well to­ 
gether, and with nearby Pioneer Hall as a cluster of frame buildings.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

F] a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Ob. Contributing structure 

C] c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

* Sanborn Fire Insurance Map; 1920 (w/o porch).

Prepared bv_________ W. C. Page, Public Historian ___________ Date____
319/456-8651

Address———————————— Post Office Box 143 -————————————Telephone 
________ Richland, IA 52585 __________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Offic e Information Sources on this Property [j Review and Compliance Project: 

r~l County Resource File

O Windshield Survey r~] Other ___ 

^ National Register , n Other ___ 

LJ Grantvln-Aid: ____________________________ Q Other___ 

G Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces ____________

a. ___________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________



THE RED CROSS BUILDING NO. 46, is adjacent to the museum, 

It is designed to appear as a small house. There .is a front porch which 

appears to have been open originally, but now is filled in with 6 over 6 

windows. The original windows in the main structure are 12 over 12. The 

exterior siding is 3" drop siding and the filled in porch contemporary 

clap board. &€L<&i*±Al- U>&3 f*/vR>u

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner,
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

47
Iowa State Fairgrounds _

Identification
1. Site Name POLK COUNTY FAIR HEADQUARTERS-IOWA STATE FAIR MUSEUM

.Township.. Lee .County.2. Village/Town/City__Des_Moines
3; Street Address North Side of Pioneer between Grand Avenue & Hoover Street
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'• section ot '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone

6. Owner(s) N«me
_eastine northing.

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage,

7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
.Street address)

Iowa State Fair Museum .OriginaL

.State' >Zipi

Office of Polk County Fair

1887*Description
9. Date of Construction___-*-*-"-1 '________Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls:2£5clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other ______________ ______

G other institutional 
jg public

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking jointsxli wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry-load-bearing walls G' ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

G other____________________________________________________:___________

13. Condition: G excellent |3fl good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^7] original site G moved—if so, when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 
G other ____________________________ __________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [_» no G ves— if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

Architectural significance

"% a. Kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

H] b. Contributing structure 

32 c. \oteligibleintrusion

The Polk County Headquarters Building is among the earliest structures built for 
the Fairgrounds. Polk County continues today to hold a county fair on the grounds. 
The building is a Type 2 structure with .clapboard exterior walls. The level of 
architectural detail is unusually high for the early buildings. Millwork under the 
gables is notable. The wrap-around porch is shown on Sanborn fire insurance maps 
as early as 1901. w F Hackney may not have designed this building. His designs 
usually employ boards and battens and have restrained architectural decoration. 
A section of the building on the east (see attached photograph from 1942) is non- 
extant.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

Qc. Not eligible-intrusion

22. Sources (for priman, and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

n j u WC Paee, Public HistorianPrepared by———— 319/456-8651 ————————————————— Date-

Address ______ Post Office Box 143 _________________Telephone 
Organization ____ Richland' IA

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Otfice Information Sources on this ProperU H Review and Compliance Project: 

County Resource File
~ Windshield Survey H Other___

n National Register H Other ___

^2 Cirants-ln-Aid:____________________________ n Other ___ 

^2 Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ____ ___

a. _ ....________________________________ ________

b. ___________________________________ ________



POLK COUNTY HEADQUARTERS BUILDING NO. 47, now the State Fair Museum. 

This building was also quite an early building, the recorded date being 1887. 

The appearance is that of a residence from the exterior. One thing the early 

structures have in common is that the exterior appearance is good, while the 

interiors are cheap, open spaces and suitable for easy alteration into exhibit 

areas. Most early Fair structures were only used for short periods late in 

the summer or early fall and were built as temporary structures. This structure 

is nicely located on the side of a hill facing west and south among old oak 

trees. Late period verandas were added on the north and west elevations. 

The main gables and minor dormer are ornately decorated with carpenter 

gothic wood detail, making it look as residential as possible. The siding 

is 6" drop siding and the structure rests entirely on piers. It is not winterized. 

The rear has a filled opening which appears to have been a double door. The 

north has a filled-in area about 24 foot wide which originally was where 

restrooms sat, one above the other.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William . Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office ol Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Namp 

Map Reference

48
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
48

Identification
, c . AGRICULTURE BLDG . - PIONEER HALL 1 . Site Name ___________ ______ "___________—————

.County.2. Village/Town/City__Des_Moanes_________Township^_______________...,.___ 
3 Street Address NW Corner of Intersection of Hoover & Pioneer Streets 
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'« section of '• section

5. UTM Location: zone. .easting. _northine_

6. Owner(s) Name __ 
7 Owner(s) Address

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage.

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Competitive Antiques Exhibit,
Agricultural Statei .Z.p.

Antique show, & country entertainment center

Description 1886
9. Date of Construction_________________Architect Builder. 

10. Building Type:

Original- Exhibit Building

William F Hackney, architect

FJ other institutional 
public

FJ single-family dwelling FJ industrial 
FJ multiple-family dwelling FJ educational 
FJ commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: (js clapboard FJ stone FJ brick FJ board and batten FJ shingles FJ stucco

n other _______________________________

FJ religious 
C] agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[H masonry load-bearing walls LJ iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls n reinforced concrete 

[H other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [^excellent G good [g fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: xxoriginal site [j moved—it so. when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house F] garage FJ priw 
!~ other ______________________________ ______________________________ _____________

16. Is the building endangered? no G es — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: Fj open land FJ woodland [j scattered outbuildings FJ densely built-up FJ commercial 
Fj industrial FJ residential FJ other _______________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
RolL looking NE



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

2! a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

LJ c. Not eligible/intrusion

This is the largest building remaining from the original 1886 Fairgrounds' set 
of buildings. It combined with Exhibition Hall and Pincecrest Lodge to form a 
grouping of exhibition buildings on the west slope of Exhibition Hill and envi­ 
rons. The level of architectural detail on each of these buildings was higher 
than on other buildings in the 1886 design. The building is a Type 1 structure 
with board and batten cladding.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c- Not eligible/intrusion

This building has served a variety of purposes over the years. Originally designed 
to display agricultural produce, the building later served the Poultry Department 
(Sanborn Fire Insurance Map; 1920, "Poultry Building"). Later yet, the building 
housed employees during the Fair as a dormitory.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W - C- , Public Historian ______________ Date 
319/45o-oo51

Post Office Box 143 ______________ Telephone 
Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this ProperU ~ Revie\\ and Compliance Project: 

"~~> Counts Resource File

^2 Windshield Survev ^ Other ___ 

[2 National Register rj Other __ 

LJ Crants-ln-Aid: _____________________________ P] Other___ 

7J Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images

2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. _________________.j________________ ________ 
b. ___________________________________ ________ 

c . _____________________________________ ———————— 

d. ___________________________________ ________



PIONEER HALL NO. 48 was built in t£85 and is the oldest building on the 

grounds built as a Fair building. It was designed as an exhibit building and 

records show it was used as a poultry exhibit building in the beginning. The 

structure has some appearance that it was originally planned to have the shape 

of a Christian cross. The main hall, east and west, is 30 x 120 feet. Cross 

arms north and south are 30 c 150 feet. The corners, southeast and wouthwest 

which have been created, have been filled in with various shapes and sizes 

of additions. The building is now roughly 120 x 150 feet. All wood construction 

is of rough sawn timber. The foundation work appears to be different, which 

might indicate different time periods of construction. A building built for the 

Iowa State Fair at Keokuk in 1871 was built with a plan similar to this structure. 

Some later research has come up with plot plans that show later filling of the 

two east corners. These later additions to the original structure were carried 

out in an exact detail of the original.

There is considerable architectural detail at the gable ends and 

entrance and window pediments. The windows are 6 over 6, exterior finish 

board and batten with horizontal wainscot "cap". Directly over the crossing 

of the east-west and north-south aisles is a large tower, four windows to a 

side of 9 over 9 and roofed with a rectangular dome. The building has the 

appearance of being designed to be compatible with the farmstead structures 

in sort of a late Victorian carpenter gothic. The building is not winterized.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner,
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name.
Map Reference

49
Iowa State Fairgrounds "49

Identification
1. Site Name BARN BUILDING

Township. Lee .County.2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3 street Address sw Corner of Intersection of Capitol & 34th Street
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban: 
Rural

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'4 section of '« section

5. UTM Location: zone 

e>. Owner(s) Nime _ 
7. Owner(s) Address

.eastine 
DWa/!

_northine
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
"State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

.; At reage.

8. Use: Present.

iSlreet aildrexsi

Children's Barn Yard
Display

1865*

.Original.

Description
9. Date of Construction____"* ~"_______Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
FJ single-family dwelling FJ industrial 
FJ multiple-family dwelling [H educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: FJ clapboard FJ stone FJ brick j^board and batten FJ shingles FJ stucco

FJ other ___________________________________________________

Original barn on farmstead when 
land purchased by Iowa State Fair 
& Exposition

FJ other institutional 
g public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: £ wood frame with interlocking joints FJ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[H masonr\-load-bearing walls G iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls n reinforced concrete 

Q other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: F] excellent Q good ^ fair Q deteriorated

14. Integrity: X%.orig\r\a\ site H moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: FJ barn FJ other farm structures Q carriage house [J garage D privy
rj other ____________________________._____________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? no FJ yes—if so, why?.

17. Surroundings of the building: FJ open land FJ woodland Q scattered outbuildings FJ densely built-up FJ commercial 

FJ industrial FJ residential FJ other __________ : ________________________ . ______________________

18. Map

. ..-



OlCTI"llIlCCiriC0 (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

5£ a. Key structure'individually may qualify for the National Register 

£j b. Contributing structure 

2 c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building is a Type 1 structure with board and batten cladding. Some 
date this building from 1865 but the large size of the building seems to 
argue against this early date for this part of Iowa. The barn remains on its 
original site. It is the only building which retains original integrity and 
dates from the pre-Fairgrounds period. Its employment of boards and battens re­ 
lates directly to this same technique used during construction of the first set 
of Fairgrounds' buildings.

21. Historical Significance Themeis) _________ 

H a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

O c. Not eligible/intrusion

Informant Interview: Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv__________________________'.__________________Date_____ 

Address _______________________________________________Telephone 

Organization _____________________________________________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this ProperH r] Review and Compliance Project: 

^ Countv Resource File

" Windshield Survey r^ Other ___

^j National Register n Other __

H Grants-ln-Aid: ________________________________ H Other__

|^j Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images
2. Sub|et I Traces __________

a. _____________________________________ ________
b. ._________________________________ ________



GRANDFATHER'S BARN NO. 49 was built in 1865 and is the oldest structure 

on the Fairgrounds. The structural system is sawn post and beam, knee 

bracing and wood joist rafters, joints mortise and tenon and secured with 

wooden pegs. The barn sets on granite boulder foundation. The stones 

are rock-faced to give a relatively smooth finished exposed exterior face. 

This masonry work appears to be a little unusual for barn construction. 

The barn's plan on the wite is unusual, too, in that there is an exit at the 

lower level end for cattle stalls, and a short ramp at the east and west sides 

to rpovide a drive-in or drive-thro ugh. This level is for feed and hay. The 

exterior finish is board and batten.

The above Architectural Description was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

50
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
50

Identification
FARMHOUSE-GROUND SUPERINTENDENT'S HOUSE

2. 
3.
4.

5.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
South Side of Capitol just West of

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

(Mstinp n<>rthini»
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

rountv Polk
35th Street

block parcel subparcel 
range section '« section ot '• section

8. Use: PresenL

iMreet addffssi

Year-round residence,
• Z.pi

Farmhouse
Grounds Superintendent

Description
9. Date Of (~nn<tmrtinn Before 1885 ArrhitP. t Builder

10. Building Type:
single-family dwelling Q industrial 
multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
commercial

.Original_____
(house already on land when bought by 
Iowa State Fair & Exposition)

r~J other institutional 
xx public

religious 
agricultural

11. Exterior Walls: [^clapboard Q stone Q brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco 

H other _____________________________________________________
12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking lointsjqtwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 

G masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls H reinforced concrete

n other_______________———————————————————————————————————————————————————

13. Condition: H excellent (5B good Q fair H deteriorated
14. Integrity: xXoriginal site G moved—ifso.when^

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures n carriage house Q garage Q P rivY
[pother ________________________________________________________________________

1fa. Is the building endangered? XO? no Q yes—if so, why? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: ^] open land Q woodland Q scattered outbuildings H densely built-up n commercial

ri industrial [H residential [~J other ____________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

P] b. Contributing structure 

2 c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building is a Type 2 structure originally with clapboard cladding. Rad­ 
ical alterations to the building have destroyed integrity. The farm yard also 
contain several service buildings, but, over the years, these have been demol­ 
ished.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) _________ 

n a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

Prepared by_ 

Address __ 
Organization

W C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Rich land, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Properu

~ Countv Resource File

r~ Windshield Survey

^ National Register

^ Grants-ln-Aid: ._______________

^ Determination of Eligibility

Sub|ect Traces
a. _______________
b. _____________

Review and Compliance Project:

H Other. 
U Other. 

H Other.

3. Photo Images



GROUND SUPERINTENDENT'S RESIDENCE BUILDING NO. 9, or the original 

farm house/ has questionable construction dates, possibly 1875. The house 

with the barn, number 50, were part of the Thomton Farm which was purchased 

in 1885 for the Iowa State Fair. Originally the house was two stories with 

full attic. There were five porches on the first floor and two porches on the 

second. There were seven gables and it was known as the "House of Seven 

Gables". The porches nearly surrounded the house. The main entrance was 

to the north, where there is now a two-car garage added in 1960. In 1949 

the house was completely reworked. The entire second floor was removed 

and the present roof built. None of the original exterior detail remains except 

a bay window on the west and a little of the interior—only a few doors, windows 

and trim. It could not be restored to original appearance.

The above information was prepared by William Wagner.
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name_ 

Map Reference

51
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
51

Identification
1. Site Name SHELTER
2. 
3. 
4.

5. 

f>.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
NE Corner of Intersection of Hoover &

Urbin subdivision 
Rural: township

fristinp northinp

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

rnimtv Polk

34th Streets

block 
range

panel subparcel 
section '-4 section ot '• section

8. Use: PresenL

• Street address!

Park Shelter .Original- Same

•Zip.

1981 ArrhitPrt,R..iiripr Youth Conservation Corps
Description
9. Date of Construction__

10. Building Type:
n single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard Q stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 
n other ____the building is open & without exterior walls

Q other institutional 
jg public

G religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints Q wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

g] other____ynnH

13. Condition: 55 excellent G good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: xH original site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: r] barn Q other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 
G other ___________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 2fi?l no G Y es— if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential G other ___:_____________________________._____________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
RolL_ Frame. .View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the Mational Register 

F] b. Contributing structure 

^j c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

F] c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by_______ W. C. Page, Public Historian _______________Date____

Address ————————— P Jofj£1£?143 ——————————————— Telephone
_____ Richland, IA 52585 _____________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property Hj Review and Compliance Project: 

[~j County Resource File

H Windshield Survey HI Other _

[j National Register HJ Other _

[j Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ r

HJ Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Image 1 
2. Subject Traces _______

a. __________________________________ _______ 
b. __________________________________ _______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Namp 

Map Reference

52
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
52 ______

Identification
1. Site Name ______SHELTER (CAMPGROUNDS)
2. 
3. 
4.

5.

6.

7

Village/Town/ City

Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) N-me

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Tr^n^hip Lee
SW Corner of Intersection of "A" &

Urban subdivision 
Rural: township

P.lUinP northing

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Tmmfv Polk

"B" Streets

bloik parcel subpartel 
range section '4 section of '4 section

8. Use: PresenL Park Shelter _OriginaL Same

Description
9. Date of Construction 

10. Building Type:
1981 Youth Conservation Corps

G other institutionalsingle-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 
n other ___the shelter is open and without exterior walls

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wo°d frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls H iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

XI other WOOd PQStS________;_____________________________________________________

13. Condition: ^excellent G good G fair G deteriorated

14. Integrity: Xj original site G moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privv 

G other ___________________________.________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? XX no G V es— if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ___________________________________________________________

18. .Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

JO. Architectural significance

G a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

g c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

[He. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian _______________Date____
... 319/456-8651 T , ,Address ———————— post Office BQX U3 ———————————————Telephone

Organization.______ Richland, IA 52585 ______________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this ProperU f] Review and Compliance Project: 

""' County Resource File

G Windshield Survey fl Other ___ 

G National Register r] c)ther __ 

3H Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ H Other ___ 

^2 Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
Subject Traces ________ 

a. ______________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ' ________

d. _^



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name.

Map Reference

53
Iowa State Fairgrounds _

Identification
1. Site Name INFIELD STAGE

Lee .County. Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines_________Township______________________ _______________
3. Street Address On the Grandstand Racetrace at the North Edge of the Front Straight-

4. Legal Location
subdivision 
township

block 
ran«e

panel 
seition

away
subpartel
'4 section of '4 settlor

5. UTM Location: zone

6. Owner(s) Name _

7. Owner(s) Address

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
_; Acreage.

"State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
iSlreet address!

... _ Show Stage & Dressing Rooms . .
8. Use: Present_____________-————————————-————————Original.

Same
iZipi

Description
9. Date of Construction

10. Building Type:

1938
.Architect Builder.

Art Corey, Jr; Designer

G other institutional 
public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

3Ti other concrete__________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |oints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls 2O£reinforced concrete

G other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good 0 fair G deteriorated

14. Integrity: xH original site G rnoved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 

G other ____________________________._________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [3jj no Q ves—if so, why? —————————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ________________________________________________________

18. Map

A/



OlCrnillCCnnCe (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[J a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

r] b. Contributing structure 

[2^c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by. 

Address __
Organization.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

. Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Source*, on this Property 

^j CounU Resource File 

G Windshield Survey 

^] National Register 

^ Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

^} Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces
a. _______________ 

b. _______________

Revieu and Compliance Prefect:

either. 
Other. 

Other

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

54
Iowa State Fairgrounds "54

Identification
ROLLING SHOW STAGE

2. Village/Town/City 
3. Street Address

4. Legal Location

Des Moines Tnwn,h, P Lee
Between Grandstand and Grandstand

Urban: subdivision 
Rural township

Tnuntv
Racetrack

block parcel 
range section

Polk

subpartel 
'« section ot '• section

5. UTM Location: zone __ .easting

h. Owner(s) Nime _ 
7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present.

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
.; Acreage-

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
iStreet address) (City

Show Stage & Dressing Rooms Original- Same

Description
9. Date of Construction- 

10. Building Type:

Carl Keffer Associates, Architects
1968 A .. D .. . WC Woodruff Construction Co, Builder __________Architect Builder _______________________________1————————

Q other institutional_j single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: [j clapboard Q stone G brick Q board and batten Q shingles Q stucco
S other plywood walls_____________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints Q wood frame with light members (balloon frame)
Q masonry load-bearing walls [2 iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

xsg otht»r steel frame mounted on railroad flat beds for transportation on railroad 
tracks in front of the grandstand.

13. Condition: Q excellent g good Hj fair (H deteriorated

14. Integrity: ^~ original site [j moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Properly: H barn Q other farm structures n carriage house Q garage Q privy 

[j other .____________________________._________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? S no D Yes—if so, why?___________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: |H open land Q woodland Q scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up \~\ commercial 

^ industrial H residential H other ____________________________________________________'

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame, _View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20 Architectural significance

£] a. Key structure'individually may qualify for the National Register 

[^ b. Contributing structure 

$<! c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv _______ W. C. Page, Public Historian _____________Date____
319/456-8651 T . .

Address —————————— Post Qffice Box 143 ——————————————Telephone
Organization _______ Richland, IA 52585 ______________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Proprrtv ~ Revies\ and Compliance Project: 

County Resource File

~ Windshield Survey :—Other ___ 

^2 National Register ^ Other __ 

[^j Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________- ^^ Other___ 

"^ Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces _________

a. ______________________________________ _________
b. _____________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

55
Iowa State Fairgrounds _

Identification
GRAND CONCOURSE SHOW STAGE

2 
3.
4.

~>.

b.

8.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime __

Use: Prp<,pnt

Des Moines Tnwn,h, P Lee rmjn ,Y Polk
North Side of Grand Concourse

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

f AStinp

State of Iowa/Iowa State
State House; Des Moines,

•Mrt-ft aticirrssi

Show Stage

block parcel subpanel 
range section '« section of '4 section

northinp : A( rp.ivn
Fair Board
IA 50319

:C'it>i Siati-i 'Ztpi 

nriain;,! SamS

1967 .. „ ., , Bub Lemke Masonry Contractor, Builder
_________Architect. Builder __________________ —_——————————————————

G industrial 
G educational

G other institutional 
XX public

G religious 
G agricultural

Description
9. Date of Construction____

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling 
G multiple-family dwelling 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick H board and batten G shingles G stucco
£ ot her the low walls are concrete block. The structure is without roof

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |oints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
2£ masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

concrete block, floor is poured concrete_________________

13. Condition: 5<] excellent G good G ^ a ' r G deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^] original site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 
G other _____________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? X^ no G V es—if so, why? —————————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

r~~' industrial f~l residential f~] other ___________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
Roll



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

32 a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

£1 b. Contributing structure 

2 t. Not eligible intrusion

Historical Significance Theme(s) _________ 

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

32 b. Contributing structure 

32 c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by- 

Address __ 
Organization.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date,

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this ProperU 

~2 Countv Resource File 

32 Windshield Survey 

32 National Register 

r~~'Crants-ln-Aid: __________________

32 Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a. _______

b. ______

32 Review and Compliance Project:

[2 Other 
32 Other. 

G Other.

3. Photo Images



CONCOURSE STAGE NO. 55 is south of the central area of the grandstand 

and was built by Bud Lemke Masonry Contractor in 1967. It is regular and 

decorative concrete block back drop and poured concrete floor.

The above information was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

56
Iowa State Fairgrounds "56

Identification
1. Site Name_____
2. Village/Town/City,
3. Street Address__
4. Legal Location _

BANDSTAND
Des Moines .Township. Lee .Countv. Polk
Plaza Area of Fairgrounds (South Side of Administration Building)

Rural
subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'« section ot '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone. .northing.
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage.

-. Owner(s) Address State HOUSS ' D6S Moines '
'Street addressi

R u«. : „„,„,„, Show Stage

IA 50319
iCitvi 

Oripinal

tStatei

Bandstand
(Zip)

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

1927* .Architect Builder.

G other institutional 
5& public

religious 
agricultural

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco
Gother brick provides a railing around the bandstand but the structure is without

12. Structural System: Hwood frame with interlocking pints Q wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G '""on frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete
Q other_____metal columns veneered with brick (presumed)__________________

walls.

13. Condition: G excellent G good G ^a ' r G deteriorated
u. integrity: ^original site n moved—if so. when?____the structure was altered in 1974 according 

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: 
to plans of Kenneth Bussard to convert the structure into a show stage.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other ___________________________ ____________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 3^_ no G Ves— if so, why?______________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial
G industrial G residential G other _____________________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
RoH



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[3 b. Contributing structure 

(H c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building employs steel columns faced with brick. The structure is of 
Type 3. Additions to the bandstand have somewhat impared its original in­ 
tegrity but it' remains a contributing structure to the historic district. This 
bandstand replaced an earlier one which stood in the triangle at intersection 
of Grand Avenue and Rock Island. This earlier bandstand was constructed in 
1909 ("A new sand stand is being erected in the plaze where the old secretary's 
office was." Greater Iowa; 24 July 1909; p 2 c 4).

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Office Job Card Files; Karl Keffer Associates; Masonic Temple Building;
Des Moines, IA. Also contract agreement between P R Zohbon, contractor
of Des Moines, and Iowa State Fair Board. Keffer & Jones correspondence,
at Karl Keffer Associates Offices. Letter dated 14 June 1927

.Date.

.Telephone
Organization

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this Propertv Q Review and Compliance Project: 

r~! County Resource File

[[] Windshield Survey [H Other___ 

LJ National Register [j Other___ 

LJ Crants-in-Aid: ____________________________ (H Other___ 

H Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces ___________

a. ___________________________________ ___________
b. __________________________________ ________



BANDSTAND NO. 56 was built about 1927, when it replaced the old wooden 

bandstand which became a portable stand and moved wherever one was 

needed. The wrought iron work is interesting and appears to be two different 

time periods , the roof brackets being the older and better detail. In 1978 

architect Ken Bussard added the stage. There is no record to date of the 

original architect for the bandstand. It is now located in the parV^area south 

of the Administration Building.

The above information was prepared by William Wagner.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name.

57
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Map Reference * 57

Identification
1. Site Name FAIRVIEW SHOW STAGE
2. 

3. 

4.

5. 

6.

7

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime
Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Tnwn<hi P Lee rniintv Polk
SW Corner of Intersection of Capitol & 34th Street

Urban: 
Rural:

State
State

subdivision 
township

MOinp

of Iowa/Iowa State
House; Des Moines,

block parcel subparcel 
range section ' 4 section of '4 section

northing • At rf>.igf>

Fair' Board
IA 50319

8. Use: PresenL

'Street address!

Show Stage
iZipi

.Original- Same

1981 . ,. D ... Architect Builder
Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial ( 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational J 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten 
m other the stage is without walls

James Lynch, Architect
John Crose, Landscape Architect

other institutional 
public

G shingles G stucco

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |oints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls H iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

G other________________:_______________________________________________

13. Condition: fifl excellent G good G fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: *] original site Q mnvpd-.f .0 wh^rv this structure was built on the site where

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site: 
the Women's and Children's Building was located from 1913-1980.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other ____________________________ _____________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? no G V es — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential G other __________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. _View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Kev structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

g] c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

G a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

G c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_

Organization

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Rich land, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. CXfict1 Information Sources on this Property 

G County Resource File 

G Windshield Survey 

G National Register 

G Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

G Determination of Eligibility

Subject Traces

a. ______
b. ______

Review and Compliance Project:

G Other 
G Other. 

!~l Other.

}. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

58
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
58

Identification
MASTER JACK'S FOOD CONCESSION

2. 
3. 
4.

5. 

6.

7

Village/Town/City
Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee rnunty Polk
North Side of Grand Concourse

Urban: subdivision block parcel subparcel 
Rural: township range section '. section of '4 section

eating nnrthinp • Ar rpagp

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: PresenL

(Street address!

Food Concession
(State)

.Original- Same

(Zip:

1969Description
9. Date of Construction-

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling G industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 

x£] commercial
11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone Q brick

.Architect/Builder.

G other institutional 
XX P UD '' C

board and batten G shingles G stucco

G religious 
G agricultural

n other low, brick rail with corrugated metal forming balance of walls
12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints Q wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 

Q masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

G other ________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent §3 good G ^a ' r D deteriorated
14. integrity:xxj original site Q moved-if so, when? this concession is operated by Benoit.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Properly: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage Q privy 
Gather ___________________________.________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? X3 no G Y e s—if so, why?___________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo 
RolL Frame View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
H] b. Contributing structure 
5£c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
O c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 _____________ Date 

Post Office Box 143
Richland, 1A 52585 —————————————Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property H Review and Compliance Project: 
^ County Resource File
[j Windshield Survey f""* Other___

n National Register [j Other ___
n Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ HI Other__ 

r] Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
2. Sub|ect Traces ________

a. _____________________________________________ __________
b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Oes Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number ___ 
District Name__ 
Map Reference

59
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
59

Identification
1. Site Name______STEER & STEIN FOOD CONCESSION

.Township.2. Village/Town/Citv D^S Moines
3. Street Address North' Side of Grand Concourse
4. Legal Location ____________

Lee .County. Polk

subdivision 
township

block 
range

subparcel
'•4 section of '< section

5. UTM Location: zone. .northing.
b. owner(s) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage.

7. Owner(s) Address State H°USS • DeS Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: PresenL

(Street address)

Food Concession .Original. Same
iZipi

1969Description
I Mh y

9. Date of Construction____ _______Architect/Builder.
10. Building Type:

P single-family dwelling P industrial 
P multiple-family dwelling P educational 

XXS commercial
11. Exterior Walls: P clapboard P stone P brick £xboard and batten

| other extensive use of glass____________

P other institutional 
XX public

shingles P stucco

Q religious 
Q agricultural

X3
12. Structural System: Pwood frame with interlocking jointsXJfwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 

P masonry load-bearing walls P iron frame P steel frame with curtain walls P reinforced concrete 

P other_________._____________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent H good Q fair Q deteriorated
u. integrity: £] original site p mnWH-iUn. wh^n* this concession is operated by Kranovich

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures G carriage house Q garage Q privy 
n other ___________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? _S no CD yes—if so, why? ______._________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: Q open land Q woodland Q scattered outbuildings n densely built-up Q commercial 

0 industrial Q residential Q other __________________________________.___________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. .View



Oiy lilllCCIlTCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

E3 a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

5£ c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

D b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv____________ 319/456-8651 _________Date____
. ,, Post Office Box 143
Address —————————————— Richland, IA 52585 —————————Telephone
Organization___________________________________________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property [j Review and Compliance Project: 

[j County Resource File

[U Windshield Survey n Other __

n National Register Q Other___

QGrants-ln-Aid: ___________________________ Q other ___

n Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces __________

a. ___________________________________ _______
b. _____________________________ ________

c. _________________________________ ________

d. ___________________________________ ________

e. ______________________________________ _________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name

Map Reference

60
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification ^
1. Site Name INTERNATION BUFFET FOOD CONCESSION

.Township. Lee .Countv2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3 street Address NW Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & Rock Island
4. Legal Location __

Polk

Urban 
Rural

subdivision 
township

pare el 
seinon section ot '4 settlor

5. UTM Location: zone__._______easting_______
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.northing. ___ ; Ac reage_

h Owner(s) Name _ 

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present. Food Concession .Original. Same

Description
9. Date of Construction 

10. Building Type:

1972 . ,. D ... Lister Concrete & Ornamental Iron, Builders .Architect Builder____________________________———.———'—————

G industrial 
G educational

other institutionalG single-family dwelling 
G multiple-family dwelling 
jgl commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco
G other the building has no walls. Roof is vinyl material

n religious 
G agricultural

M. Structural System: G woocl frame with interlocking |oints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete
G other_____roof is supported by metal posts_____________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good [jg fair G deteriorated
14. integrity: x2 original site n mm/Pri-if <n wh^; the concession is operated by Giudicessi

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G Darn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privv 
Gather __________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [3§ no G Y es— if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely bujlt-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements)Significance
.0. Architectural significance

G a. Kev structure-individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

^ c. Not eligible intrusion

1]. Historical Significance Theme(s)

G a. Kev structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G °- Contributing structure 

[He. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for priman, and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared 

Address

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Property

G County Resource File

G Windshield Survev

G National Register

G Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

Pj Determination of tligibilitv

2. Subject Traces

a. _________________ 
b. _______________

j Review and Compliance Project:

Other 
Other 

Other

}. Photo Image's

d. __



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

61
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
61

Identification
1. Site Name BEER GARDEN FOOD & DRINK CONCESSION

.Township, Lee .Countv-2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3 street Address NE Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & Rock Island
4. Legal Location ____________

Polk

Rural:
subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subpartel
'••4 settlor ot '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone. .easting.
Owner(s) sume _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

_; Ac reage.

AHH».« State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
(Street addressi

8. Use: Food & Drink Concession Building Origina i Same

1978Description
9. Date of Construction____-ty/o________Architect Builder

10. Building Type:
n single-familv dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 

XX] commercial
11. Exterior Walls: [H clapboard Q stone Qj brick [H board and batten

n other the building is without walls____

other institutional

shingles F] stucco

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: Q wood frame with interlocking joints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame)
Fj masonry load-bearing walls H iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 

XXJ other_____ WOOd posts_______________________________________________

13. Condition: yj excellent [j good Q] fair [H deteriorated
14. integrity: xZ original site g mnvpri—if <n wh^n* the concession is operated by Cunninghamd

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [H barn Q other farm structures H carriage house r] garage Q priw 

n other . ________________________ _____ ___________________________ _ ____________

Is the building endangered? [H yes — if so. why?

17. Surroundings of the building: Hj open land [j woodland [j scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up [^ commercial 

n industrial H residential Q other __________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

22 a. Kev structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

22 b. Contributing structure 

5£c. Not eligible-intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

22 a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[2! b. Contributing structure 

He. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primar\ and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

Prepared bv_ 

•\ddress ___ 
()rt;amzation

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Ortiit' Information Sources on this Property

22 C ount\ Resource File

22 Windshield Survev

22 National Register

22 Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

H Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces

a. ______________

Review and Compliance Project:

2 Other 
2 Other. 

"• Other.

i. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name.
Map Reference

62
Iowa State Fairgrounds "62

Identification
NEW ORLEANS CAFE FOOD CONCESSION

2. 
3. 
4.

5. 

b.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 
Owneris) N^me
Owneris) Address

Des Moines T,m,n<hi P
South Side of Grand Concourse

Urban: subdivision 
Rural township

f.istinj> northing
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair

Lee rnimfu Polk

bloc.* part el Mjbpariel 
range si-ition • st'ition ol '4 seition

Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

5. Use: Present.
Food Concession .Original.

Same

1971
Architect. Builder

Description
9. Date of Construction—

10. Building Type:
Q single-familv dwelling [H industrial Q other institutional 
Q multiple-family dwelling F] educational j^J public 

XXj commercial
11. Exterior Walls: H clapboard r] stone 3 brick H board and batten [j shingles r] stucco

£] other low brick wall, vertical wood boards, plywood_________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: ^ wood frame with interlocking joints ^ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame n steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

[j other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Si good H fair H deteriorated
H. integrity: ^original site G moved—if so. when' ______the concession is operated by Dalby.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: n barn [j other farm structures n carriage house r] garage Fj priw 

72 other ___________________________ _______________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? xx no H) yes— ifso,whv?____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: r^ open land H woodland [j scattered outbuildings G densely built-up H commercial 

1 industrial ^residential I""1 other__________________________________________________________

19. Photo
Frame. _View

^^•is^r 1^^^^^
"^--v-' * »* •'>«-•
-iffV':/..:; •--v^'v-.r -T 
.^fV-Xi^au..'

";*S»ii*^i'<;y^' ^.-•f;^^



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Fj a. Kev strutture/individuallv may qualify for the National Register 

Hj b. Contributing structure 

5£ f • Mot eligible'intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared b\_ 

Address __ 
Organization

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Otfue Information Sources on this Property

^2 County Resource File

[2 Windshield Survey

^ National Register

•~j Grants-ln-Aid: _______________'

Determination of Eligibility

2. Sub|ect Traces 
a. _______ 

b. _______

fj Review and Compliance Projeit:

Other. 
Other. 

Other.

Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference

63
Iowa State Fairgrounds "63

Identification
DES MOINES REGISTER & TRIBUNE BUILDING

2 
3. 
4.

5.

h.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address-
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Owner(s) Address .

Des Me
South

Urban: 
Rural

State
State

>ines inwn.h.p Lee rnimtv Polk
Side of Grand Concourse

subdivision block parcel subparcel 
township range section '4 section ot '« section

t'.istinp northinp ; A( rea^e

of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Same8. Use: pr-.--.n> Newspaper Distribution & Pro- Origin ., 
motial Exhibits

Description ?o$r~ /iso
9. Date of Construction_________________Architect, Builder _______

10. Building Type:
n single-family dwelling FJ industrial 
FJ multiple-family dwelling FJ educational 

XX] commercial
11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard FJ stone FJ brick n board and batten [j shingles FJ stucco

X] other combination of stone, wood, & glass_________________________

i_j other institutional 
XX public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
rj masonrv load-bearing walls H iron frame xU steel frame with curtain walls iZ! reinforced concrete 

D other__________________________________________________________________._

13. Condition: FJ excellent 5[j good FJ fair FJ deteriorated
14. Integrity: 3T] original site ' | moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn Fj other farm structures Fj carriage house Fj garage Qj priw 
^2 other ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? XX no Q yes—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: FJ open land FJ woodland FJ scattered outbuildings FJ densely built-up FJ commercial 

[F industrial Q residential FJ other ____________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

G a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[H b. Contributing structure 

5£ c. Not eligible'intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure, individually may qualify for the National Register 

LJ b. Contributing structure 

H] c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

\V. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv__________ 319/456-8651 __________Date____

Post Office Box 143 
Address———————————— Richland, IA 52585 ————————————Telephone
Organization _____________________________________________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Ottue Information Source on this Property [j Review and Compliance Project: 

: County Resource File

3] Windshield Survey r~| Other ___ 

H National Register [H Other___ 

!H Crants-ln-Aid: __________________________ [j Other ___

G Determination of Eligibility

i. Photo Images
2. Subiett Traces ________ 

a. ___________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name

Map Reference

64
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
DIAMOND JACK'S FOOD CONCESSION

2 
3.
4.

5.

b.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zon

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines
West Side

Urban: 
Rural:

e

State
State

of

of Rock
Townshin LeS

Island

subdivision 
township

^astinp
Iowa/Iowa

House ; Des
State

Moines ,

Avenue

northing.
Fair

at SE

Board

Pnnntv P°lk
Corner of Plaza

bloik parcel subpartel 
range se<tion '•« section ot '• setnon

IA 50319

8. Use: Present.

• Street addre->si

Food Concession .Original- Same

•Zip.

Description
9. Date of Construction

10. Building Type:
n single-family dwelling 
Q multiple-family dwelling 

3T] commercial
11. Exterior Walls: D clapboard

[~] other

1971
Architect/Builder

industrial 
educational

n other institutional 
[g public

stone Q brick Q board and batten H] shingles Q stucco

[j religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: £] wood frame with interlocking joints H wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonr\ load-bearing walls M iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls ^] reinforced concrete

n other________________________________:______________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent [H good [^ fair (H deteriorated
14. Integrity: 3O5original site [j moved—if so. when-1 ______this concession JS operated by Benoit.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn G other farm structures H carriage house [j garage G priw
' other _________________________________________________________________________

1b. Is the building endangered? [5 no jH yes—if so. why? _______________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land H woodland G scattered outbuildings H denselv built-up G commercial 

^ industrial r~l residential H other ______________________________________________________________

18. Map

m^&^m^^^^
.?^'I^^''^'vl>-'5iifv.->r2t .#_V7-i •»-".-*•''%«•-• i.. 'T
'"^•fiS-VT »>; ^"''-"'-. ;^^t^r-Si->j
^*e:V*. **.*•.*..»-Ul'<*M'fcea^^sSafc,:.-*!-^*^



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[3 a- Kev structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

S <-• Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure, individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and setondan, sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared by__________ 319/456-8651 __________Date____

Post Office Box 143 
Address ———————————— Richland, IA 52585 -————————————Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I I. Office Information Sources on this ProperU [j Review and Compliance Project: 

r~! Countv Resource File

^ XVindshield Survey H Other___

LJ National Register • [j Other __

i Ij Crants-ln-Aid: ————————————————————————————— Lj Other ___

i [3 Determination of Eligibility

1 5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces _______

a. ___________________________;_______ ________
b. ___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number __ 

District Name 

Map Reference

65
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
65

Identification
1. Site Name KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN FOOD CONCESSION
2. Village/Town/City Des Moines_________Township_________Lee
3. Street Address West Side of Rock Island Avenue at Walnut Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban 
Rural.

subdivision 
township

bloik parifl 
seition

subpar<el
4 section ot '« seclicjn

5. UTM Location: zone__________easting___________northing______
b ownens) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
7. ownerts) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

-; Ac

8. Use: Present. Food Concession _OriginaL Same

POST-Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
n single-family dwelling FJ industrial 
FJ multiple-family dwelling FJ educational 

•§T\ commercial
11. Exterior Walls: [H clapboard FJ stone ~~] brick

2?n other _____corrugated metal

Architect Builder.

Q other institutional 
!E public

board and batten [H shingles rn stucco

| | religious 
Q2 agricultural

12 Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking |oints [jwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
F] masonry load-bearing walls n iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete

x] other____pole frame_____________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent S good H fair [H deteriorated
14. integrity: ^C original site n moved—if so, when' _____this concession is operated by Schultz.

Notes on alterations, additions iwith dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn f] other farm structures H carriage house [j garage F] priw 

F] either ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? ^^ no D ves—'f so ' w hv?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: ^ open land FJ woodland FJ scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up [j commercial 

n industrial '""I residential H other ____________________________:_____________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

"~^ b. Contributing structure 

5g c. Not eligible/intrusion

Historical Significance Theme(s) __________ 

fj a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

[H c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources if'or pnmar\ and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

\V. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, LA 52585

Date

.Telephone __
()rgamzation

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Property

~ County Resource File

^2 Windshield Survey

m National Register

[~] Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

[3 Determination ot Eligibility

Subject Traces 
a.

b. _____

Revieu and Compliance Project:

Other 
Other 

Other

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference

66
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
66

Identification
1. Site Name miD RITE FOOD CONCESSION
2. Village/Town/City
3. Street Address
4. Legal Location

5 LJTM Location: zone

7. Owner(s) Address

Des Moines inwn^h
West Side of Rock Island

Urban: subdivision 
Rural township

(Mstinp
State of Iowa/Iowa State
State House; Des Moines,

in Lee rmmtv Polk
Avenue at Walnut Street

Fair Board
IA 50319

block parcel subpariel

8. Use: PresenL

'Street address'

Food Concession _OriginaL Same

Description /^r-
9. Date of Construction____I___Ll^_____Architect Builder

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling [~J industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Pj educational 
__] commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard Q stone [H brick n board and batten n shingles [j stucco
D other the building is designed without walls__________

H] other institutional 
[35 public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints ^ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
H masonrv load-bearing walls H iron frame CD steel frame with curtain walls H reinforced concrete
§•] other_________wood posts support roof_____________________________

13. Condition: [^excellent XJ good H fair [j deteriorated
14. Integrity: X] original site 3 moved—if so, when' _______the concession JS Operated by Dunley.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: H barn Q other farm structures [j carriage house H garage [j priw
other

16. Is the building endangered? no Q yes — if so, why?-

17. Surroundings of the building: [j open land r] woodland
n industrial r~l residential H other _____________

n scattered outbuildings r] densely built-up •_; commercial

L. O cK^/^'Gj- vy'

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

-0. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
[j b. Contributing structure 
1j£ c. Mot eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

G a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 
Lj b. Contributing structure 
[j c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for primar\ and secondan. sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv_________ 319/456-8651 _____________Date_____ 
. ., Post Office Box 143 T , , Address ——————————— Richland, IA 52585 ——————————————Telephone _

Organization ______________————————————————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Oftit e Information Sources on this Property r] Review jnd Compliant e Projet t: 
Count\ Resource File

3! Windshield Survev r~; Other __

[H National Register n Other ___
Hj Grants-ln-Aid: ______1_____________________ H Other___ 
3~ Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images
Subject Traces ________

a. .______________;______________________ ________
b. ____________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name 

Map Reference

67
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Identification
1. Site Name TRI-MET DINING HALL
2. 
3. 
4.

b.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 
Owner(s) N*me ___ 
Ownerts) Address

Des Moines Tnwn<,h
West Side of Rock Island

Urban 
Rural

State
State

subdivision 
township

tMstmp,
of Iowa/Iowa State
House ; Des Moines L

ip Lee rn.mtv Polk
Avenue at Walnut Street

block parcel subparcel 
range section 4 seitton of '» ^euiu"

northing • A< rt^.i^
Fair Board
IA 50319

8. Use: Present. Food Concession _OriginaL Same

Description
9. Date of Construction__L::±:__ ^Architect Builder.

10. Building Type:
Q] single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
JTj commercial

11. Exterior Walls: £] clapboard Q stone Q brick [H board and batten HJ shingles Q stucco 

n other _________ ________________________

Q other institutional 
xH public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: r] wood frame with interlocking |oints ^j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
rj masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame C steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete

f~~l other__________________________________________________:______________

13. Condition: [j excellent K good Q fair Q deteriorated
14. integrity: x] original site n moved-if so. when* the concession is operated by Trinity United

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:
Methodist Church of Des 
Moines.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn HJ other farm structures ^2 carriage house [j~garage rj privy
[2 other ____________________________ ._____________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? XX no Q yes—if so, why?______________________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land Q woodland 3 scattered outbuildings LJ densely built-up H] commercial 

— industrial ^ residential H other _______________________________________________________

.' 8 v1aP Photo Note:
Tri-Met at right 
Chesterfield in center 
Beef Palace at left



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

£j b. Contributing structure 

X c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv_________ 319/456-8651 __________Date____

Post Office Box 143
Address ____________ Richland, IA 52585 ——————————Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Office Information Sources on this Propert\ £j Review and Compliance Project: 

~\ County Resource File

^ Windshield Surve\ [j Other___

^2 National Register Q Other ___

" Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ (H Other ___ 

^ Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________

a. ________________________________:_____ _________
b. .___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name

68
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Map Reference * 68

Identification
1. Site Name ____CHESTERFIELD DINING HALL

.Township. Lee County.2. Village/Town/City__De_S_Moines
3. Street Address West Side of Rock Island Avenue at Walnut Street
4. Legal Location ____

Polk

subdivision 
township

panel 
•itHtion

subpanel

•aMmi>_._ _._._____northing_-5. UTM Location: zone _... _._____
h. Ownens) N_.me _Sta_te_ of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
r. Ownerts) Address .State_House j_ J3es Mqines, IA 50319

Mrt-r! aildrt",s< <. itw

Food Concession

Zip.

8. Use: Present. .Original- Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

POST- .Architect Builder

[_] other institutional 
Xx public

Q single-family dwelling [~_ industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling (H educational 

XX] commercial 
11. Exterior Walls: LJ clapboard Q stone f_] brick (H board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

[j other ________________________________________________________

[_] religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonr\- load-bearing walls O iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls O reinforced concrete

3 other___________________;____________________________________________

13. Condition: n excellent g] good [H fair [j deteriorated
14. integrity: £ original site [j moved—if so, when?______the concession is operated by Chesterfield

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

Church.
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn [j other farm structures H carriage house n garage F] priw

other

16. Is the building endangered? XX no dyes—ifso.whv?.

17. Surroundings of the building: ^ open land HJ woodland Jj scattered outbuildings [j denselv built-up ^ commercial 

! industrial H residential H other _______________________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Roll1"______ Frame______View

For photograph see Site 67,



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

H a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

X c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primar\ and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_ 

Address __

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 

~ County Resource File 
" Windshield Survey 

H] National Register 

" Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a. _______ 

b. ______

Q Review and Compliance Project:

n Other 
n Other. 

["I Other

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name

69
Iowa State Fairgrounds^

Map Reference * 69

Identification
1. Site Name BEEF PALACE FOOD CONCESSION

.Township- Lee Tnuntv Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address NW Corner of INtersection of Rock Island Avenue & Walnut Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

parcel 
section

subpariel
'« section of '« section

5 UTM Location: zone _easting_ _____ northing.
Owner(s) NUme _ State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage.

7. Owners) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present.

iVreet addresv

Food Concession .Original, Same

Description
.Architect Builder

zip-

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial G other institutional G religious 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational _T] public Q agricultural 
_£] commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten I

n other
G shingles G stucco

\1. Structural System: Q wood frame with interlocking |oints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[1 masonr\ load-bearing walls ^ iron frame G stee ' frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

Q other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent 33 good G ^ a ' r G deteriorated
14. Integrity: £ original site G moved-if so, when' concession is operated by Pim.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G Darn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage Q privy 
G other .______________________________ ___________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? G no G Ves—if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _______________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. _View

For photograph see Site 67.



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[j a. Kev structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

[3 b. Contributing structure 

X c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

LJ a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

f_j c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv ________ 319/456-8651 ___________ Date

Address ————————— - ————————————— Tel«phone _

Organization ________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on thi-, Property Q Revievx and Compliance Project: 

' 1 County Resource File

[^] Windshield Survey r^ Other___ 

^ National Register H Other ___ 

^j Crants-ln-Aid: _______________________ - I""1 Other___ 

" Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces _________

a. ___________________________________ ________
b. ___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name.

70

Iowa State Fairgrounds ___

Identification
1. Site Name CONEY CORNER FOOD CONCESSION

.Township. Lee .Countv. Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address SW Corner of Intersection of Rock Island Avenue & Walnut Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural

sutxJcvisio 
township

part el subpariel

5. UTM Location: zone ____ _northini

h. Owner(s) Nime 

7. Owners) Address

8. Use: Present.

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Vrt-«-l address.

Food Concession -Original-

.; Acreage ___

Same

Description
9. Date of Construction-

10. Building Type:
HJ single-family dwelling HJ industrial 
Hj multiple-family dwelling HJ educational 
HJ commercial

11. Exterior Walls: HJ clapboard H stone

HI other ______________

.Architect Builder

Hj other institutional 
G public

board and batten HJ shingles HJ stucco

[j religious 
F] agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking pints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonry load-bearing walls [j iron frame HH steel frame yvith curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

F] other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [H excellent Q good S fair [3 deteriorated
14. Integrity: XXoriginal site H moved—ifso.when^ ______the; concession is operated by Brookg. 

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn H other farm structures C carriage house [^ garage [j privy- 
fj other ___________________________ _______________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 3C no Q yes—if so, why•{ ____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: r] open land G woodland H scattered outbuildings Hj densely built-up Hj commercial 

Hi industrial H! residential H! other ______________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

Xjc. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

Q a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

n c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primar\ and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv____________ 319/456-8651 ________Date____

Post Office Box 143 
Address—————————————— Richland, IA 52585 ——————————Telephone
Organization_________——————————————————————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

! Office Information Sources on this Properu H Review and Compliance Project: 

G County Resource File

G Windshield Survey r—i Other __ 

[H National Register Q Other___ 

G Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ HI Other___ 

[j Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces i _________

a. _____________________________________ ________
b. ______________ __________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number __ 

District Name_ 

Map Reference

71
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
71 ____________

Identification
1. Site Name______WEST DES MOINES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH FOOD CONCESSION
2. Village/Town/City Des Moines_________Township_______Lee_________Countv_Pp_lk_
3. Street Address SW Corner of Intersection of Rock Island Avenue at Logan
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel
seition

subparc el

5. DIM Location: zone__________easting_______________
h. Owner(s) NUme _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board_____ 

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319_____

Food Concession__________Original___

.; Ac reage _ _._...____.__ _.

3. Use: Present. Same

Post 1950 -Architect-Builder.
Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
[___] single-family dwelling [___] industrial
n multiple-family dwelling Q educational _.

?___] commercial
11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard [____] stone [j brick [j board and batten 

pother ___w/o walls; corrugated metal roof

L_] other institutional 
£ public

r] shingles n stucco

[___] religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: fj wood frame with interlocking joints [~ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
H masonrv load-bearing walls H iron frame [j steel frame with curtain walls H reinforced concrete
,__, . decorative wrought iron columns w/canvass roof
HI other____________________2_________________ ______________________

13. Condition: [j excellent g good G fair Q deteriorated
14. integrity: xj original site ^ moved— if so. when' _________ the concession is operated by the WDM United

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

Methodist Church.
15. Related Outbuildings and Property:

22 other _____
barn n other farm structures H carriage house Q garage H pnv\

1b. Is the building endangered? yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: Pj open land n woodland [j scattered outbuildings 2j densely built-up g commercial 

r~j industrial n residential H other ______________________________________________________



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

-0. Architectural significance

^2 a. Kev structure'individually may qualify for the National Register 

™ b. Contributing structure 

5[c. Not eligible intrusion

Jl. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for primary and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

VV. C'. Page, Public Historian _____________Date- 
319/456-8651

Organization
Post Office Box 143 __________Telephone
Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this Propertv [j Review and Compliance Project: 

~ Counts Resource File

H] Windshield Survey f~~l Other ___ 

i2 National Register [H Other ___ 

^2 Crants-lri-Aid: ____________________________ nj Other ___ 

3j Determination of Eligibility

?. Photo Images 
Subject Traces __________

a. ______________________________________ . ________ 
b. ________________________________ _______

d. ..___



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number ___ 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

12
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Identification
STOCKMAN'S INN FOOD CONCESSION

2. Village/Town- City 
3. Street Address
4. Legal Location

Des Moines T,^nthin Lee rmmtv Polk
NE Corner

Urban 
Rural

of Intersection of Rock

subdivision 
township

Island Avenue

block 
rani^e

at Logan

parcel Mjbparcel 
section '4 seiiion ut 4 si-ction

5 UTM Location: zone _t-asting__________.northing____
h Ownen s) M-me _ State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
-. Owner(s) Address State House ; Des Moines , IA 50319

8. Use: Present, .Concession Building .Original- Carcass Display Bldg

Post 1950
.ArchitectBuilder.

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 

XXJ commercial
11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

IT: other concrete block covered by boards & battens__________

G other institutional F] religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
jfj masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other_________;________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good g] fair G deteriorated

14. integrity: XI original site G moved—if so, when'____the concession is operated by Kreps.
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:
covered seating area was added to the west end of the structure. Wooden posts 
support the roof.

Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G priw

other

16. Is the building endangered? [_g no G ves— ifso.whv'.

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G vvoodland G scattered outbuildings G denselv built-up 
G industrial G residential G other ___________________________________________

commercial

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure'individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

g c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

G a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register

D b. Contributing structure

G c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv________ W. C'. Page, Public Historian ___________ Date____
. , , 319/456-8651 -, , .Address —————————— Post ^ Bftx , 43 ————————————Telephone

Organization _______ Richland, IA 52585 ___________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Office Information Sources on this Property ^ Review and Compliance Project: 

^2 County Resource File

[~ Windshield Survey r-i other ___ 

C] National Register H Other ___ 

LJ Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ p; Other ___ 

G Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________ 

a. ___ •________:____________________ ________ 
b. ___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference #.

73
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. Site Name DAIRY PARLOR FOOD CONCESSION

.Township- Lee .Countv. Polk2. ViHage/Town/Citv Des
3 Street Address SE Corner of Intersection of Rock Island Avenue & Walnut Street
4. Legal Location

subdivision 
township

pan el 
section

subpartel
'. section (it

.easting
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
'State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

5 UTM Location: zone. 

b. Owner(s) Mime _
7. Owner(s) Address

ibtreet address)

0 ,, D Dairy Products Food Con-8. Use: Present______±___________________——
cession

northing.

-Original-

Description
9. Date of Construction- 

10. Building Type:

Post 1950
.Architect Builder.

.; Ai

HJ industrial 
Q educational

Hj other institutional 
E public

H religious 
fj agricultural

Hj single-family dwelling 
nj multiple-family dwelling 

2jf] commercial 
11. Exterior Walls: [j clapboard n stone Q brick Q board and batten r] shingles £] stucco
n other ______brick & corruated metal (Brick veneer over steel skelton) metal roof

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints LJ wood frame with light members (balloon trame) 
P] masonry load-bearing walls H iron frame X5$ steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete

fj other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent gl good Q fair n deteriorated
14. Integrity: X2? original site Q moved—if so, when'

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: r] barn [H other farm structures fj carriage house H garage ^ priw 
[n other ____________________________ ________________________ _^_ ____________

16. Is the building endangered? no Q yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: fj open land HJ woodland []j scattered outbuildings n denselv built-up ^commercial 
H industrial H residential H other ______________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Qj a. Kev structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[H b. Contributing structure 

^ c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

I ! c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_ 

Address ___ 

Organization.

W. C. Page. Public Historian
319/456-865 J 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Offic e Information Sourc es on this Property 

22 County Resource File 

22 Windshield Survey 

22 National Register 

22 Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

._ Review and Compliance Project:

Other. 
Other. 

Other.
Determination of Eligibility

Photo Images

2. Subiect Traces 
a. ______ 

b. ______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office ot Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name _ 

Map Reference

74
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
74

Identification
BUILDING - PATROL OFFICE (CAMPGROUND)

T

3.
4.

5. 

b.

Villaee/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) N-me
Owner(s) Address

Des Moines
West Side of Lucas

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

eastinp
State of Iowa/Iowa

Township Lee r.M.ntv Polk
between B & C Streets

block parcel subparcel 
range section '•» section ot '* section

northinu • Arrp.icjp

State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Mreet address* 'C.itvi

Campground Patrol Headquarters Ori£in;il

19th Century & pro- 
Description bably ISSe w F Hackney, Architect (probably)
9. Date of Construction _________________ Architect. Builder _______________ ±_l ____________ JEL —————— £_L 

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling 

multiple-family dwelling
G industrial 
G educational

G other institutional 
3O£ public

G commercial 
11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick £] board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _____________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints Jg wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with cunain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good §] fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: 2 original site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy
G other ______________________________ ___________________________________________

Ib. Is the building endangered? S n o G Ves—if so, why?____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ___________________.__________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
*2 b. Contributing structure 

c. Not eligible/intrusion

This cottage is an example of a Type 2 building with board and batten clad­ 
ding. The front porch is a replacement but probably echoes some earlier 
design. This building probably dates from the first set of buildings on 
the Fairgrounds as planned by William F Hackney. It has been relocated to 
its present site in the campgrounds. The relocation of buildings is a fre­ 
quently occurance on the Fairgrounds. Rudimentary foundations and the ad 
hoc purposes these buildings serve encourage their relocation. This phenom- 
onen is part of the Fair scene and does not impair, in itself, buildings' 
integrity. The diagonal battens in this building's facade gable is the on- 

Historical Significance Themeis) __________________________________________________
a. Key structure'individuaily may qualify for the National Register
b. Contributing structure
c. Not eligible intrusion

ly such example among the surviving collection of Hackeny buildings.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv________ W. C'. Page, Public Historian ___________Date_____
319/456-8651 T . ,

Address_________. Post Office Box 143 ———————————Telephone-
______ Richland, IA 52585 _________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Office Information Source on this Property G Review and Compliance Project: 
G County Resource File
G Windshield Survey ^ Other ___ 

I] National Register G Other ___ 
G C<rants-ln-Aid: _____________________________ rn Other ___ 
G Determination of Eligibility

.}. Photo Images 
J. Subject Traces _________

a. ______________________________________ . ________
b. ..________________ _________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

75
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
75

Identification
1. Site Name. BATH HOUSE - SHOWER HOUSE

_Township. Lee2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address North Side of B Street at A Street
4. Legal Location ____________

rmmtv Polk

Rural:
subdivision 
township

block 
range

par< el 
settion

subpariel
'« section of '• settion

.easting_ _northintj_5. UTM Location: zone______
b Owner(s) N-me _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Ac reage_

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Deg_ , IA 50319
iMree! address)

Shower House for Campground .Original. Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

1931 .Architect Builder.

_ single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: C clapboard Q stone X] brick H] board and batten G shingles [j stucco 
PI other _____

Keffer S Jones, Architects## 
State Fair Staff, Builder

Q other institutional £j religious
n agricultural

M. Structural System: ^ wood frame with interlocking |oints [3 wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
X] masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame H steel frame with curtain walls [Zi reinforced concrete 
H other__________________________________:____________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good S fair r] deteriorated
14. Integrity: xj original site n moved—if so. when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn fj other farm structures Q carriage house H garage Q privy 
G other ______________campgrounds______________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 2GS no Q ves—if so, whv?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land Q woodland [j scattered outbuildings H denselv built-up H commercial 
[j industrial n residential Q other ___________________________________________________.______

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

§£l a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

E3 b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible/intrusion

This Bath House is a Type 4 building. Roof is hipped and 3-gambrel dormers 
provide visual interest. This was the first so-called permanent improvement 
on the campgrounds. Its red brick conforms with other permanent improvements 
on the grounds generally. Construction of this Bath House calls attention to 
the importance of the campgrounds. During the Great Depression, fair camping 

was extremely popular, as it provided a relatively inexpensive alternative to 
other sorts of vacations. The size of this building is commensurate with 
the campgrounds heavy use. Restroom/shower facilities built after this time 
employ concrete block rather than brick and are considerably simpler in de­ 
sign (See Sites #76-80).

21. Historical Significance Themeis)___________________________________________________ 

Q a. Key structure individually mav qualify tor the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

G c. Not eligible intrusion

# Original Building Plans; Office Files; Keffer & Jones, Architects, Des Moines,
* "BUILD NEW BATH HOUSE" Photo w/caption and following article: "Workmen are 

making rapid progress on the new modern bath house which is being erected 
in the center of the 100 acres Iowa State Fair camp grounds, in preparation 
for the opening of the 1931 exposition. This house, which will fill a 
longfelt want, is being constructed in response to requests of leaders of 
the Farm Buerau and other organizations who use the free camp facilities 
extensively during the fair. The new building will provide 20 shower baths

22. Sources (for pnmar\ ana secondary sources, give complete Tacts ot publication: autnor, title, ptace 01 puolication, date, etc.):

for men and twenty for women, and will be completed about August 1st." 
(Greater Iowa; July 1931; p 6 c 2-3).

IA.

Sanborn Map Company Fire Insurance Map (1942). 
present site.

Shows this building at its

()rganization

W C' Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Offiir Information Sources on this Property 

13 C.'ount\ Resource File 

33 VVmdshield Survev 

13 National Register
~" Grants-ln-Aid: ________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces
a. _______

b. _______

_; Review and Compliance Prefect:

Other
Other.

Other

Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name_ 

Map Reference

76

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
76

Identification
1. Site Name SHOWER HOUSE (CAMPGROUND)
2. 
3. 
4.

5.

h.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Mime

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Tnwn,hin Lee r,,,m,v Polk
North

Urban 
Rural:

State
State

Side of C Street at Lucas '*

subdivision 
township

MStinp
of Iowa/Iowa State
House ; Des Moines ,

block parcel suoparcel 
range section '» section ot '« section

Fair Board
IA 50319

8. Use: Present.

> vreei addressi

Restrooms & Showers -Original. Restrooms

Description
10. Building Type:

C] single-family dwelling 
Q multiple-family dwelling 
Ql commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: H clapboard
xl other concrete

Q industrial 
n educational

[n stone [j brick
block

Pj other institutional 
XXX public

3 board and batten [j shingles [j stucco

fj religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: Hwood frame with interlocking joints H wood frame with light members 'balloon frame) 
£] masonrv load-bearing walls Q iron frame LJ steel frame with curtain walls LJ reinforced concrete 

n other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: H excellent ^ good C fair [^deteriorated

14. Integrity: xxoriginal site |^j moved—ifso.whenr Showers were added to the north end of the
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

structure
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: rj barn fj other farm structures fj carriage house f_j garage fj priw

n other _________________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? XXl no Q yes— if so, why? ______________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: fj open land fj woodland [j scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up [^commercial

fj industrial H residential d other __________campground_________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

O. Architectural significance

r] a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

^ b. Contributing structure 

^ c. Not eligible'intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

3 a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

3 b. Contributing structure

r]c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets w/William Wagner.

Organization

W C" Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date,

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 ()tfu e Information Sources on this Propert\ 

^ County Resource File 

~ Windshield Survey 

^2 National Register 

^] Grants-1 n-Aid: ______________________

^ Determination of Eligibility

2. Sub|et t Traces

a. ______

• ' Review and Compliance Project:

Other
Other.

Other

5. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name.
Map Reference

77
Iowa State Fairgrounds ___

Identification
1. Site Name RESTROOM (CAMPGROUND)
2 
3.
4.

5. 

h.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 
Owner(s) Nime __ 
Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee rniintv Polk
South Side of C Street West of Lucas

Urban: subdivision block parcel subpanel 
Rural township range settion '. section <;t '« sei lion

e.istinj? nnrthiny • Arrpaye
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair" Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present. Restroom .Original-

(Zip)

Description
9. Date of Construction

Circa 1940
-Architect Builder

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling
G multiple-family dwelling
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G^'apboard

G industrial
Q educational

G stone G brick

G other institutional
3 public

G board and batten G shingles G stucco

Q religious
G agricultural

x"; other concrete block
12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 

G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete
concrete block_____________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent §2 good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: $? original site G moved—if so. when? ____________________________________________

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G 8ara8e C3 P r'W 
G other ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? (S no G V e s—if so, why?______ ..... ____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G denselx built-up H commercial 
G industrial G residential H other

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

G a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

H b. Contributing structure 

55.C. Not eligible/intrusion

21 Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

Qc. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv. W. C'. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 t)tti(f Information Sources on this ProperU 

~ C.'ountv Resource File 

~ Uindshield Survey 

3! National Register 

^ Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

~ Determination of tligibilitv

2. Subiett fraies 
a. 

b.

Revieu and Compliance Project:

Other 
Other 

Other

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number ___ 
District Name_ 
Map Reference

78
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
78

Identification
RESTROOM (CAMPGROUND)

2. 

3. 

4.

h.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Ownerts) Address

Des Moines
West

Urbai 
Rural

State
State

of Lucas

tc 

in

utxlivismn 
imnship

n i'

of Iowa/Iowa
House;

Township Lee ro.mtv Polk

State
Des Moines ,

north
FaJ
IA

block panel bubpariel 
ran^e <.et!ion '« section ol '« section

inp : A( rp.ipi'
Lr Board
50319

.Zipi

8. Use: PresenL .Original-

Description Circa 1940
10.

11.

Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling 
Q multiple-family dwelling
Q] commercial
Exterior Walls:
5TI other

Lj clapboard f]
concrete

[j industrial 
Q educational

stone p brick

block

P other institutional Cj religious 
31 public D agricultural

^j board and batten H shingles Q stucco

12. Structural System: n wood frame with interlocking joints _ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
XI masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame LJ steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 
["I other_________________________________________________________!____________

13. Condition: H] excellent g] good H fair H] deteriorated
14. Integrity: xi original site H moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property:
pother

barn H other farm structures £] carriage house G garage 3 priw

16. Is the building endangered? no Dyes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land Q woodland ^ scattered outbuildings H densely built-up rj commercial 

H industrial p residential P other ________campground_________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance
Q a. Kev structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 
TC c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

PI a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 
F] b. Contributing structure 
LJ c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Sources (for primar\ and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared b,———————— W. C. I^FJJkHbNH- —————————— Dite—————

Address ___________ Post Office Box 143 _________Telephone _.
Organization ________ Roland. IA 52585 ___________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Ottue Information Sources on this Propem H Review and Compliance Projec t: 
' Countv Resource File

2] Windshield Survev f~l Other _____

~2. National Register H Other _____

3! Grantvln-Aid: _______________________________ Q] Other 

21 Determination of Eligibilitv

3. Photo Images

~. Subject Traces _______ 

a. _____________________________________ ________
b. ______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

79
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. Site Name RESTROOM (CAMPGROUND)
2. 
3. 
4.

5.

b.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Ownerts) Nime

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee
North Side of C Street between Lucas

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

pastinp northing

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

fMiintv POlk

& 35th Street

block 
range

parcel subparcel 
se<tion ' 4 section ot '4 section

8. Use: Restroom
Zip)

Description Circa 1940
9. Date of Construction____________

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Q industrial 
n multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: n clapboard n stone
ricother concrete block

.Architect Builder.

F] other institutional 
53 public

r] brick r] board and batten Fj shingles H stucco

[H religious 
Q] agricultural

12 Structural System: Q wood frame with interlocking |oints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
X] Olasonrv load-bearing walls F] iron frame LJ steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 
D other concrete block___________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent gj good Q fair Q deteriorated
14. Integrity: S original site LJ moved—ifso.whem

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: f] barn Pj other farm structures FJ carriage house H garage Q privy
n () ther ____________campgrounds______________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 21 no. Q ves—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: [^} open land r] woodland ^j scattered outbuildings H denselv built-up Q commercial 
H industrial PI residential ^ other _________________——____________________________________



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

3£ c. Not eligible'intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

2 a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

H] b. Contributing structure 

\~] c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared by. 

Address __

Organization

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, (A 52585

.Date,

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Properu

~ C uuntv Resource File1

~ Windshield Survev

^2 National Register

" Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

~ Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces

a. ______

n. _______

Review and Compliance Project:

n Other 
QOther 

nother

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

80
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
80

Identification
1. Site Name _____RESTROQM (CAMPGROUND)
2. 
3. 
4.

5.

h.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zon 

Owner(s) N«me
Owneris) Address

Des Moines Township Lee rnuntv Polk
SE of A Street near its Southern Terminus

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

IP t>,-istinp nnrthiny
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

block parcel subpariel 
range section '•» section of '4 section

8. Use: Present.

. Stret-i address'

Rest room
iZipi

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:

Circa 1940
Architect Builder.

_Original_

M other institutional 
E public

single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling M, educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: fj clapboard G stone G DM( k G board and batten G shingles G stucco
concrete block

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: H.wood frame with interlocking joints M. wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
rjjnasonrv load-bearing walls M iron frame M, steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete

n other_____concr*?tg block__________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent £2! good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: 2 original site [j moved—ifso,when!V

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn r] other farm structures Qj carriage house [j garage Q priw 

n other ______________________________ ______________________________ _____________

16. Is the building endangered? ^ no ves — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: Hj open land [j woodland PJ scattered outbuildings ^] denselv built-up Hj commercial 

n industrial G residential Mother ____________campgrounds__________________________________



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

10. Architectural significance

O 3- Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

fj b. Contributing structure 

S c. Not eligible/intrusion

J1. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[H a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

[H c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for priman, and secondan, sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

Prepared b\________ W. C. Page. Public Historian ________ Date____K ———————— 319/456-8651 ——————————— ————
Address ___________ post Office Box 143 ___________Telephone
Orpanization________ Richland, 1A 52585 __________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property rn R ev ievv and Compliance Project: 

^2 CounK Resource File

22 Windshield Survey r"1 Other __

I] National Register H Other ___

13 Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ [j Other ___ 

^] Determination of Eligibilit\

5. Photo Images
Subject Traces _________

a. ____________________________________ ________
b. ______________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.

81
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
81

Identification
1. Site Name RESTROOM

Lee2. Village/Town/City D^S Moines_________.......... r _______________
3. Street Address South of Intersection of Hoover & Capitol
4. Legal Location ____

-Countv_ Polk

subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
>.f(tion

5. UTM Location: zone -easting.
b Ownens) N-me State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
7. owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present. Restroom .Original-

.; Atreaye.

Same
Zip.

1949*Description
9. Date of Construction___

10. Building Type:
n single-family dwelling 
O multiple-family dwelling 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [H clapboard H stone
x~: other concrete block

.Architect. Builder

Q industrial 
Q educational

Q other institutional 
public

brick [j board and batten [j shingles [j stucco

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: ^ wood frame with interlocking joints Q wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
XX] masonry load-bearing walls JH iron frame [j steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete

pother. concrete block

13. Condition: Q excellent F] good (JJ fair n deteriorated
14. Integrity: [^original site F] moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q] barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house fj garage Q priw
• ' other ___________________________ __________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 25 no Q yes—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land Q woodland Q scattered outbuildings Hj denselv built-up r] commercial 

^j industrial H residential Q other _________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

§£c. Not eligible'intrusion

2\. Historical Significance Themeis)

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets, Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State 
Fair.

D , , W. (. Page, Public HistorianPrepared by_________ 319/456-8651 ————————— Date————

Address ____________ Post Office Box 143 ________Telephone
Richland, IA 52585

Organization.__________ ————————————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Office Information Sources on this Propert\ ^ Review and Compliance Project: 

^ Counts Resource File

^j Windshield Survey p"1 Other ___

I] National Register n Other ___

n Grants-ln-Aid: _____________________________ [[[Other___ 

[j Determination of Eligibilit\

5. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ____.___

a. _________________________________^__ ________
b. ___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name.
Map Reference

82
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
82

Identification
1. Site Name RESTROOM
2. 
3.
4.

5.

6.

a.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Use: Prp-ipnt

Des Moines inwn.hin Lee r, llintv Polk
West Side of 33rd Street

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

p,istinp

State of Iowa/Iowa State
State House; Des Moines,

'.Street acldressi

Restroom

just North of Grand Avenue

block panel subparcel 
range section '« section of '« section

Fair Board
IA 50319

iCitvi State' Zip*

Ordinal Same

1946*Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
O single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: n cupboard H stone
xn ot h e r concrete block

Architect Builder.

F] other institutional 
public

brick Qj board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

n religious 
*~] agricultural

12. Structural System: 3 wood frame with interlocking |oints [j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
X] masonry load-bearing walls [H iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

Q other^__________________________________________________:________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good SI fair Q deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^original site F] moved—ifso.when^.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures n carriage house [j garage [H privy 
"other ____________________________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [^ no Q] yes—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land Q woodland LJ scattered outbuildings Q] densely built-up [j commercial 

rj industrial [j residential [H other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame^ _View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

10. Architectural significance

f~j a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

H b. Contributing structure 

X c - Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

~ a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

^ b. Contributing structure 

" c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (tor primar% and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets; Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared bv_ 

Address __ 
Organization

VV C Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Of tic e Information Souri c-s on this Property 

~ County Resource File 

^2 Windshield Survey 

^2 National Register

' Grants-ln-Aid: ______________

~ Determination of Eligibility

J. Subject Traces 
a. _______

Review and Compliance Project:

Other. 
Other. 

Other.

5. Photcj Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

83
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
83

Identification
RESTROOM

2. 

3. 

4.

5. 

b.

8.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Use: Prp^ent

Des Moines inwn.hip Lee rmintv Polk
NW Corner of Plaza Area

Urban: subdivision block parcel subparcel 
Rural: township range section '» section ot '• section

eastinp northiny ; Arre.ipe
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Street address: CitM Statt-i Zipi

Restroom original Same

Description
9. Date of Construction_

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling 
n multiple-family dwelling 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [j clapboard
G other ____________

1946*
.Architect. Builder.

G industrial 
G educational

G other institutional
[XI public

religious 
agricultural

stone Xj brick n board and batten [j shingles H stucco

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking |oints ^j wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
XJ masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame LJ steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 

Q other_________________:______________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent G good SJ fair G deteriorated

14. Integrity: XX original site G moved—if so, when?.
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G Darn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privv

G other _____________________________________________________________________

1b. Is the building endangered? 55 no Q yes—if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

!~] industrial H residential H other _________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Phot



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

[j a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

|~ b. Contributing structure 

S_ ( • Not eligible>intrusion

J1 Historical Significance Theme(s)

^j a. Kev structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[H b. Contributing structure 

3 c. Not eligible intrusion

11. Sources (for pnmar\ and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.): 

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets; Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State Fair,

Prepared by. 

Address __
C Organization

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this Property 

~ County Resource File 

^ Windshield Survey 

^] National Register

[j Crants-ln-Aid: ___... _. . _.____ _____

^j Determination of tligibility

1. Subject Traces

a. ___________________________________________

b. ______________________________________

Review and Compliance Project:

Other
Other.

Other.

\. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name_ 

Map Reference

84
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
84

Identification
RESTROOM

2. 

3.

4.

5.

h.

8.

Village/Town/City

Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Ownerts) Nime

Use: Prp^pnt

Des Moines inwnsh
East Side of 31st Street

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

eastinp
State of Iowa/Iowa State
Snate House; Des Moines,

• Mree! dddressi

Restroom

i P Lee muntv Polk
between Grand -Avenue & Lyon Street

block parcel subparcel 
range section ', section of '« sedion

northinp ; A( re-ipe
Fair Board
IA 50319

tOtvi <Statei <Zip> 

Oripin.il ^°-

1946*Description
9. Date of Construction- 

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling 
G multiple-family dwelling 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone
xi other concrete block

.Architect Builder.

G industrial 
G educational XXX

G other institutional 
public

G religious 
G agricultural

brick ^ board and batten F] shingles Q stucco

12. Structural System: Hwood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
X] masonry load-bearing walls r] iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 

n other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good SI fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: Xj original site [j moved—ifso.when!1

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [^ barn P other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privv

16. Is the building endangered? xS no G V es — if so. why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G l ommercial 

G industrial G residential G other ________________________________________________________

18. Map . Photo 
Roll- Frame. _View

^••-^^f^M

'f^i^igf^-^^ : i;i;,^jMi^^-J»:rj.SSf.. 
T«. ..i-«47i»;.Wi'.ji-^.i^af«TOrj|i.-*ri-H->-_-i;»



OlC[niIlCCinC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

H b. Contributing structure

Xj c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

[j a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

LJ b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible-intrusion

22. Sources (for pnmar\ and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets; Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared by________ vv - < • Pa8e- Public Historian ____________ D , ____K ———————— 319/456-8651 ———————————— ————
Address —————————— Post Office Box 143 ____________Telephone
Organization._______ Richland, 1A 52585 ____________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on this ProperU H Review and Compliance Project: 

""""" Countv Resource File

33 Windshield Survey r~l C)ther ___

^ National Register [j Other ___

H Grants-ln-Aid: __________________________L_ n Other___ 

[31 Determination of Eligibility

]. Photo Images
2. Subject Traces ________

a. _____________________________________ ________
b. ____________________________ _____ .________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 
District Name
Map Reference

85
Iowa State Fairgrounds __

Identification
1. She Name FEED & FORAGE BARN
2 

3. 

4.

5.

b.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Owneris) Address _

Des Moines Township Lee
SW Corner of Intersection of Logan &

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

eaUinp northinp
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

rnnntv Polk
34th Street

block part el subparcel 
range section ', section ot '4 section

use:

street aildressp

Feed & Forage Barn .Original,. Same

Description
9. Date o? Construction- 

10. Building Type:

Karl Keffer Associates, Architects
1963* .Architect, Builder,

G other institutional 
JiT] public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: Q clapboard [j stone ri brick H board and batten F] shingles Q stucco
xi other corrugated metal____________________________

C religious 
[j agricultural

12. Structural System: Hwood frame with interlocking |oints [H wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
n masonrv load-bearing v\alls \^ iron frame ^Sj steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 

[j other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [^excellent X! good Q fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: X] original site H moved—ifso.when^1

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn [j other farm structures fj carriage house G garage Q privy 
G other ____________________________ ____________________________ ____________

16. Is the building endangered? no Q yes — ifso.whv^

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _______________————.___________________________________



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

-0. Architectural significance

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

[^ b. Contributing structure 

X c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

^ a. Kev structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

l2 b- Contributing structure 

1j c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets; Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared by _________ VV. C. Page, Public Historian ___________ Date ____
319/456-8651 

Address ———————————— Pos, office Box 143 ———————————Telephone
________ Richland. IA 52585 _________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Office Information Sources on this Propertv [~ Review and Compliant e Project: 

County Resource File

~ Windshield Survey •— Other _______

^] National Register [j Other _______

^ Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ r~" Other _______

^] Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images .__

2. Subject Traces _______________

a. _____________________________________ _______________
b. __________________________________ .___________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name.

Map Reference

86
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
86

Identification
1. Site Name FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA AGRICULTURAL & MECHANICS BUILDING

.Township. Lee .County. Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address North Side of Walnut Street between Rock Island Avenue & 32nd Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural

subdivision 
township

blotk 
range

panel subpariel
'« seition <il '• seen

5. UTM Location: zone 

h Owner(s) N<me

.t-astintL _northing.
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Ac reage__

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319
". Owner(s) Address

Mree! acldressi

Ag & Mechanics Demonstrations
8. Use: Present.

& Display
.OnginaL

Mate' Zipi

Model Building Exhibit (Behlen)

1970*
.Architect Builder Behlen Manufacturing Co/ Builder

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Q_] single-family dwelling FJ industrial 
n multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: n clapboard n stone FJ brick [j board and batten [H shingles [j stucco

X~! other ____CQIT"'-'\n'a.l! <^ <^ m<=>t'a'|____________________________________

n other institutional 
XXX P ublic

Lj religious 
fj agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking |oints ~] wood frame with light members (balloon frame! 
HJ masonrv load-bearing walls Q iron frame XX steel frame with curtain walls LJ reinforced concrete 

n other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent 53 good \^\ia\r H deteriorated
14. Integrity: XXoriginal site n moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn [j other farm structures LJ carriage house L"] garage [j privy
pother ____________________________________________________________________.

Ib. Is the building endangered? XXJ no [j yes—if so, why? ——————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: Q open land H woodland [j scattered outbuildings uj denseK built-up ^commercial 

r] industrial G residential [^ other _______________ - _____ - _______________________________ .

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

G a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G b- Contributing structure 

5 c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

G a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

G c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources ifor primar% and secondan, sourc es, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc. 

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared b\. W. C. Pane. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Property 

G Count\ Resource File

] Windshield Survev 

~^ National Register 

Ij Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

^2 Determination of Eligibility

2. Sub|ec t Traces 
a. _______ 

b. _______

l2 Review and Compliance Project:

other. 
Other. 

Other

Photo Images _

d.



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name _ 
Map Reference

87
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
87

Identification
1. Site Name_ GAZEBO

2. Village/Town/ City Des Moines Township Lee County. Polk
3. Street Address.
4. Legal Location

_________ ______________________ .
Intersection of Grand Avenue & 34th Street

subdivision 
township

part el 
section

subpartel
'4 section ot '• section

5. UTM Location: zone 

b. Owner(s) Name ._

__easting. northing.
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
"state~House; Des Moines, IA 503197. Owner(s) Address

•Street dddressi

Small, Shaded Seating Area

.; Ac reat»t'..__

8. Use: Present.

It IIVI

_Original- Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:

1981*
.Architect Builder.

Youth Conservation Corps

Pj other institutional 
xD public

single-family dwelling Pj industrial 
Pj multiple-family dwelling Pj educational 
Pj commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: Pj clapboard Pj stone Pj brick Pj board and batten Pj shingles Pj stucco
CT other the structure is designed without walls_____

n religious 
C agricultural

12. Structural System: [H wood frame with interlocking joints C wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
L] masonry load-bearing walls P iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls Hj reinforced concrete

xxi ntnpr wood posts support roof_________________________________________

13. Condition: []] excellent fg good Q fair [^deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^j t^riginal site removed—ifso.when-1

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn HJ other farm structures n carriage house n garage P privy
Pother ___________________________.______________________________________

2£3C16. Is the building endangered? _ no P ves—if so, whv?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: " open land Pj woodland 3H scattered outbuildings P densely built-up P commercial 

P industrial P residential ^ other ______________________________________________________

18. Map 14. Photo
Frame. .View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

X c - Not eligible/intrusion

21 Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure-individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher; Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prpnared hv W - C ' Pa8e < Public Historian DPrepared by——————— 319/456-8651 ___________ Uate-

Address _________ Post Office Box 143 _____________Telephone
Richland, 1A 52585Organization._______ _______________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Propem Q Review and Compliance Project: 

l~~'1 Countv Resource File

[H Windshield Surve\ :—l Other

[3! National Register [

^Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ f

r] Determination of tligibilit\

3. Photo Images 
2. Subject Traces __________

a. ___________________________________ _________

b. ___________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name.

Map Reference

88

Iowa State Fair Board _

Identification
1. Site Name SOUND BOOTH FOR BANDSTAND/PLAZA SHOW STAGE

2. 

3.

4.

5.

b.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime

Owner(s) Address ..

Des Moines Tnwn.hip Lee rnimrv Polk
Plaza Area South of Administration Building

Urban: subdivision block panel subparcel 
Rural: township range setnon ', section of '4 se< tion

p,iUmp northing • Arre.igp
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present-

i Street address!

Control Room for Bandstand/
Plaza Show Stage Sound Amplifiers 

Description Probably

__Original-

Ataii-i

Ticket Booth
Zip.

__Architect/Builder.
Builder unknown9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q] multiple-family dwelling n educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: clapboard Q stone Q brick G board and batten [j shingles Q stucco 

n other ______ ~0*GrVi= <-

[H other institutional 
13 public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: |H wood frame with interlocking joints^T^wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
n masonrv load-bearing walls Q iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

D other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [j excellent Q good g] fair Q] deteriorated
14. integrity: £ original site x« moved-if so, when?______moved to present site in 1982 from Gate 4 

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site: area

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn fj other farm structures fj carriage house Q garage Q] privy 
r] other . ____________________________ ____________________________ _____________

16. Is the building endangered? yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: ^ open land Q] woodland [j scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up H commercial 

n industrial H residential — other _______________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

.!0. Architectural significance

Cj a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

§2 b. Contributing structure 

c. Not eligible/intrusion

This diminutive example of a Type 2 building originally served as a ticket 
booth. The roof is hipped with pyramidal configuration. The double-pitched 
slope of the roof provides a point of interest. Overhanging eaves serve to 
protect patrons and ticket sellers from the summer's elements.

Relocation of this structure has not compromised its integrity. Small, 
frame buildings have tradtionally served ad hoc purposes on the Fairgrounds. 
Their adaptive use is applauded rather than decried.

Historical Significance Theme(s)

2 a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

H b. Contributing structure

He. Not eligible intrusion

11. Sources ifor pnmar\ and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_ 

Address __ 
( )rganizatu>n

W. C'. Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

_Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Office Information Sources on thii Property 

~ CounH Resource File 

^j Windshield Survey 

!Z National Register 

""] Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Sub|ec t Fra( es 
a. _______ 

b. _______

Review and Compliance Project:

Other 
Other 

Other

5. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Numhpr 

District Name_ 

Map Reference

89
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
89

Identification
1. Site Name COMPACTOR BUILDING

.Township. Lee .County. Polk2. Village/Town/City Des Moines______
3. Street Address '' i SW Corner of Intersection of Des Moines Street & 34th Court
4. Legal Location

Urban: subdivision 
township

block 
range

parct-1
st-ition

subpariel
'« section i

5. UTM Location: .easting. .northine.
b. Ownerts) N-me _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Acreage.

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines , IA 50319
-'reft addressi

Trash Compactor
8. Use: Present.

(. IUI

_Ortginal_

1970*
Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick
x^ other corrugated metal ^^^

Kenneth Bussard, Architect
State Fair Maintenance Dept, Builder

G other institutional 
S public

board and batten G shingles G stucco

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame X? steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent [jg good G ^ a ' r G deteriorated
14. Integrity: X^original site G moved—ifso.when^

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G ga ra ge G privy 
G other ___________________________ _________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? X5S no G ves— if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

n industrial H residential n other _________________________________________________________.

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

£j a. Kev structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

X <-• Not eligible intrusion

1]. Historical Significance Themeis)

3] a. Kev structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

^ b. Contributing structure 

1 [ c. Not eligible intrusion

22.. Sources (for pnmar\ and secondan, soun.es. give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared bv. 

Address __

()rnamzation

VV. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 Otfice Information Sources on this Property 

~Z Counu Resource File 

^ Windshield Surve\ 

" National Register 

""" Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

Revieu and Compliance Project:

Other 
Other. 

Other.
C2 Determination ot Eligibilit\

Photo Imam's
1. Sub|eet Traces 

a. ______ 

b. ______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

90
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
90

Identification
1. Site Name HOUSE (CAMPGROUND)
2, 

3. 

4.

5.

6.

8.

Village/Town/ City

Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) NUme

Use: Prp«.f>nt

Des Moines
SE Corner of

Urban: 
Rural:

Township Lee (Tnuntv Polk

Intersection of A & B Streets

subdivision 
township

State of Iowa/Iowa State
State House;

iSlree! address!

Residence

Des Moines ,

block parcel suDDarc el 
range section •. section ot « section

northing A< r«Mi_>c>
Fair Board
IA 50319

iCitvi Stale' Zip

1982* _Archi tectBuilder Wassau Homes, Architects & BuildersDescription
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Hj industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [J clapboard H stone r] brick Hj board and batten Q shingles F] stucco

C other _____Masonite siding__________________________

n other institutional
[34 public

n religious 
C agricultural

12. Structural System: |^] wood frame with interlocking |oints5CXwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
H] masonry load-bearing walls [j iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 

PI other_________________________________:__________________________________

13. Condition: [^excellent Q good G fair [H deteriorated
14. Integrity: x- original site [H moved—ifso.when^

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn H other farm structures G carriage house r] garage H priw 
G other ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? £5 no [j ves—if so, whv?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: <~\ open land Q woodland H scattered outbuildings H denselv built-up [^commercial 

n industrial r"1 residential n other _________________________________________________________

18. Map



OlCfniIlCCII~iC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a- Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

S c. Not eligible/intrusion

2 1 Historical Significance

a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for pnmar% and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared b\ 

Address __

Organization __

W C'. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this ProperK

^2 Countv Resource File
~ \\indshield Survev

~ National Register

~" Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

^ Determination of Eligibilitv

Sub|eit Traces

a. _________

b. _____

[]] Review and Compliance Project:

D Other. 
H Other.

Other __ .... ___ ..

I. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

91 Site Number
District Name low?
Map Reference * " '

Identification
1. Site Name WgSt Arena
2. Village/Town/Citv U6S MOineS Tn
3 street Address Northeast corner,
4. Legal Location

Urban subdivision 
Rural township

•v UTM Location: zone pasting
* n-vn^N.™. State of Iowa; Iowa
7 n _ ,<«> A^,.,« State House: Des

(Street address)

a u«., Pr^pn, arena

Lee
Snshin inunty

2nd and Logan Streets

block parcel 
range section

northing Arrpagp

State Fair Board
Moines, IA 50319

(City) (Slate)

Polk

subparcel 
''• section of ''• section

(Zip)

?S££L*. 1986 irrhi_.,n,,,,H. r Not known
10. Building Type:

G single-family dwelling Q industrial Q other institutional 
Q multiple-family dwelling __| educational Q public 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: Q clapboard Q stone Q brick Q board and batten Q shingles n stucco
ra other none, open arena.

Q religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: Qwood frame with interlocking joints Qwood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame CXsteel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

Q other________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [^excellent Q good D ^a ' r D deteriorated
14. Integrity: S original site Q moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

Fills in previously open area.
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn Q other farm structures Q carriage house Q garage Q privy

n other ____________:____________________________________________________________
16. Is the building endangered? Q^no Q yes—if so, why?________.______________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: Q open land Q woodland Q scattered outbuildings Q densely built-up fj commercial
n industrial Q residential Q other ____________________________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame. .View

CPE-41965 
273-0228



OlC|TllIlCC[r"lCG (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance
Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

Q a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
O b. Contributing structure 
Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared K,
Address 
Organization.

- Jjjcobsen ___ 
urnce or Historic Preservation
- -. 0 0 — * —— -, —— „ — —— n —————— p-n — rnmnt. \<L & brand, ues Moines iA ou31y

November 20. 1986
T .Telephone blb-Zbl-4137

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only
1. Office Information Sources on this Property 

Q County Resource File 
Q Windshield Survey 

Qj National Register 
[H Crants-ln-Aid: ________________

O Determination of Eligibility

1. Subject Traces

b

Review and Compliance Project:

n Other.

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

92
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
92

Identification
1. Site Name CAMPGROUND OFFICE

.Township. Lee2. Village/Town/Citv Des Moines
3. Street Address SE Corner of Intersection of Lucas & B Streets
4. Legal Location __

Countv. Polk

Urban: subdivision 
township

block 
range

panel 
section

subpaael
! 4 section of '« secti

5. UTM Location: zone. _northing_
6. Owner(s) Mime _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Ac reage_

- n^.nc,AHH,«« State House; Des Moines,
Street address)

8 Use- pru^nt Camp Registration Office

IA 50319
iC.'ltVI

Oripin.il

Slatei Zipi

Post 1950 -Architect Builder.
Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Q industrial Q other institutional 
n multiple-family dwelling [H educational v-vP'-'k'' 0 
n commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [x clapboard H stone [J brick [J board and batten Q shingles £j stucco 

P] other _____________________ ______________________________

n religious 
Q] agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking joints^] wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
F] masonrv load-bearing walls H iron frame L] steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 

Q other

13. Condition: G excellent Fj good xx^' 1" D deteriorated
14. integrity: G original site n moved— if so. when? _____ A canopy for vehicular entrance was con-

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

structed adjacent to the west side of the office
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn Q other farm structures H] carriage house n garage Q] privy

G other . ____________________________ . ______________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? no D V es — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: [j open land n woodland G scattered outbuildings [j denselv built-up r] commercial 

[^ industrial presidential F] other_________campgrounds___________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 
Q b. Contributing structure 
f5fl c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

r] a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 
fj b. Contributing structure 
P] c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for priman, and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

Prepared bv_ 
Address __ 
()rgamzation

W. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this ProperU 
"^2 Countv Resource File 
3 Windshield Survey 

" National Register 
HI Crants-ln-Aid:

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a. _______ 
b. _______

Review anci Compliance Project:

G Other 
[j Other, 
n Other.

}. Photo Image's



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District Name.

93
Iowa State Fairgrounds

Map Reference * 93

Identification
1. Site Name______PIT SHACK

_Township_ Lee2. Village/Town/City Dgs Moines
3. Street Address Between Grandstand & Cooling Paddock
4. Legal Location __

.Countv- Polk

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

5. UTM Location: zone. _northine_
h Owner(s) N-me _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
:. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

iStree! address! C itv

Grandstand Pit Registration 
Office

Same

Description
9. Date of Construction. 

10. Building Type:
1973* .Architect/Builder.

State Fair Maintenance Dept, Designer &
Builder

G other institutional 
G public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls:2T] clapboard G stone H brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other _____________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints X] wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 
G other________________________________________________________:_________

13. Condition: G excellent £3 good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity:XXT] original site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 
G other ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? ^5 no G Ves—if so, why?______________________________________

17 Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 
G industrial G residential G other ______________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

• i2 a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

H b. Contributing structure 

[gc. Not eligible'intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

"22 a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

22 c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources ifor pnman. and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Floyd Deets; Superintendent of Grounds; Iowa State Fair,

Prepared b\.

(Organization

W. ( . Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. 1A 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1 < Hfice Information Sources on this Property 

22 County Resource File

21 \\mdshield Surve\

22 National Register

~ Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

22 Determination of Eligibility

J. Sub|ect Traces 
a. _______ 

b. _______

d. _.

i_ Review and Compliance Project:

Other. 
Other. 

Other

Photo Images ____



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _____ 
District Name___ 
Map Reference #.

94
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
94

Identification
1. Site Name______SKY GLIDER AMUSEMENT RIDE
2. Village/Town/City Des Moines
3. Street Address_____________
4. Legal Location __

.Township. Lee .Countv. Polk

Urban 
Rural:

pan el •>uDDariel
'. seition or ; » seilici

5. UTM Location: zone _________..easting__..._._______

h. Owner(s) Nime _State_ of Iowa/Iowa State _Fair_Board
7. Owners) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Mrt'rt acldr<".M I iK'

Amusement Ride Same

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
1975* .Architect. Builder.

G other institutionalsingle-family dwelling Q industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: G clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

G other _______N/A________________________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: Gwood frame with interlocking joints G wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced < oncrete

metal columns_________________

13. Condition: (XI excellent <^ood G ^ a ' r Q deteriorated

14. Integrity: XXoriginal site G moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 

G other ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 25 no G V es—if so, why?_____________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ____________________ _ ____________________________________

18. Map



OlQTllllCCiriC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

10. Architectural significance

£] a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

r] b. Contributing structure 

52 c. Not eligible/intrusion

J1 Historical Significance Theme(s)
Pj a. Key structure, individually may qualify for the National Register 

£j b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible'intrusion

21. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc. 

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

\V. (\ Page. Public HistorianPrepared bv —————————— W. C. —————————— Dale

•\ddress ____________ Post Office Box 143 __________ Telephone 
Organization _________ Richland. IA 52585 _________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on this Propert\ [-; Review and Compliance Project: 

^ Counts Resource File

^ Windshield Survey f"! Other___ 

I] National Register H Other __ 

[j Grants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ n Other __ 

[J Determination of Eligibility

3. Photo Images
J. Subject Traces ________ 

a. __________________________________ ________ 
b. __________________________________ ________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name.

Map Reference

95
Iowa State Fair Board

Identification
,. S ite Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 4)

Lee2. Village/Town/City D^S Moines
3. Street Address Intersection of Grand Avenue & C Street
4. Legal Location __

.Countv-

Urban subdivision
township

block 
range

partel 
section

Polk

subpartel
'« section of '4 section

5. UTM Location: zone___ northing_

6. Owner(s) Nime _
7. Owner(s) Address

8. Use: Present___

State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

ilreet address! iCltM

_Original.

Description
9. Date of Construction

10. Building Type:

1982*
.Architect Builder

State Fair Maintenance Dept, Builders

G other institutionalG single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls::X5£clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles Q stucco 

n other _______ __

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |ointxx~ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls fj reinforced concrete

PI other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: XXexcellent G good G fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: 3original site G rnoved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G 8ara ge D 
G other ____________________________ _____________________________

16. Is the building endangered? XX no G yes—if so, why;1

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map



Oly nillCCIIiCO (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

D a. Kev structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

g c. Not eligible intrusion

1\. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

M b. Contributing structure 

[j c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for pnmar% and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc. 

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

W. C. Page, Public Historian
Prepared bv_________ 319/456-8651 -——————
Address ___________ Post Office Box 143 __________Telephone

Richland. IA 52585 H
Organization.._________ ___________________________

Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Ottuf Intormation Sources on this Properu [j Review and Compliance Project:

3! (ount\ Resource File _____________________
~ \\indshield Surves r

~ National Register G CM her______ 

^2 C.rants-ln-Aid: .___________________________ Fl Other ______ 

12 Determination of Eligibility

5. Photo Images ___ 
Sub|ec f Traces ____ _______.

a. _____________________________________ ____________ 
b. ...________________ ____________ ___ ___________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_ 

District Name,

Map Reference

96
Iowa State Fairgrounds' 
Gate 5

Identification
1. Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 5)

2. 

3. 

4.

5.

h.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) N-me

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines TnwnQhip Lee r, iimtv Polk
Intersection of. Hoover & 35th Street

Urban: subdivision block panel subpdriel 
R uf a |: township range section '. section ot '• seiiion

easting . ... northiny ; .\ f rcnye
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present,

'Street address*

Ticekt Booth
Zip.

.Original- Same

1974*Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: g clapboard G stone Q brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 
G other _________

state Fair Maintenance Dept, Buidlers

G other institutional 
JS public

Hj religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints 23 wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
n masonry load-bearing walls [j iron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent (xJ good [j fair Q deteriorated

14. Integrity: xH original site G moved—if so. when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house Q garage G priw 

G other .__________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [53 no G ves—ifso,whv>.__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G denseK built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other __________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

2! c. Not eligible/intrusion

Jl. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[^ a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register

C b. Contributing structure

He. Not eligible intrusion

JJ. Sources (for primarv and secondary sourc es. give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared bv. 

Address ___
()rgamzation _

NV. C'. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this ProperU

~ Countv Resource File

^2 Uindshield Survey

~ National Register

™ Grants-ln-Aid: ____:__________

Determination of Eligibility

-. Subject Traces 
a. ______ 

b. _____

Review and Compliance Project:

L] Other. 
G Other. 

PI Other.

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Slamp 

Map Reference

97
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 7

Identification
1. Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 7)

.Township. Lee .County.2. Village/Town/Citv Des Moines
3. Street Address SW Corner of Intersection fo Dean Court & 34th Street
4. Legal Location ____________

Polk

subdivision 
township

parcel 
section

subpariel
'• section i)t

5. UTM Location: zone__________easting__________northing______
h Owner(s) N-me _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
7. Owner(s) Address .State House; Des Moines^IA 50319

Street address* Citvi

Ticket Booth

.; Acreage.

•State Zip.

8. Use: Present. .Original. Same

Description £££*,
9. natP nf ronUrtirtion -L^-L^ -L^OW

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling | | industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
F] commercial

11. Exterior Walls: S clapboard [H stone H brick Q board and batten [H shingles H stucco
ri other __________________windows have security wire mesh

State Fair Maintenance Dept, Builders

[j other institutional 
jg public

[j religious 
F] agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints 52 wood frame with light members (balloon frame)
n masonrv load-bearing walls [j iron frame 

n other_________________________

steel frame with curtain walls reinforced concrete

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good Q fair ^deteriorated

14. Integrity: xxoriginal site Q moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn H other farm structures O carriage house [j garage F] privy 

[j other ___________________________ . ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: fj open land [j woodland F] scattered outbuildings 

n industrial Q residential H other

densely built-up ^commercial



OlOniIlCCiriC0 (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n 3- Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

). Contributing structure 

:. Not eligible/intrusion

This diminutive example of a Type 2 building continues to serve its 
original function as a ticket booth. The roof is hipped with pyramidal 
configuration. The double-pitched roof provides a point of interest. 
Overhanding eaves serve to protect patrons and ticket sellers from the sum­ 
mer's elements.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s) _________ 

LJ a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

H] b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_ 

Address __ 
Organization

W. C'. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richlaad, IA 52585

_Date.

_Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Property

37 County Resource File

73 Windshield Survey

73 National Register

73 Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

37 Determination of Eligibility

Sub|ect Traces 
a. _______ 

b. ______

Review and Compliance Project:

n Other. 

Q Other. 

H Other.

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number ___ 

District Name __ 

Map Reference #.

98
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 8

Identification
1. Site Name ____TICKET BOOTH (GATE 8)

_Township. Lee .County. Polk2. Village/Town;City Des Moines
3. Street Adaress SE Corner of Intersection of Rock Island Avenue S Cean Court
4. Legal Location __

Urban 
Rural

subdivision 
lownship

block 
rani<e

parcrl subparcel
'. seition <jt 4 section

5. UTM Location: zone _castin t;__ _.._.__.._.___northing
b Owner(s) N«me _State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
r. Ownem, Address "stTte" House ; "Des "koine's , IA 50319

.; Acreage.

8. Use: Present. Ticket Booth

Z.D'

Same

1910-1930 .Architect Builder.
Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
C] single-family dwelling [^industrial fj other institutional 
Q multiple-family dwelling [n educational [^public 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: 5<j clapboard F] stone [j brick [j board and batten Q] shingles Q stucco
r-i other ________________security mesh wire windows.

State Fair Maintenance Dept, Builders

F] religious 
[j agricultural

M. Structural System: ^] wood frame with interlocking joints ^ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[j masonr\ load-bearing walls fj iron frame IZJ steel frame with curtain walls HJ reinforced concrete

n other__________________;_______________________________________________________

13. Condition: IH excellent JH good Q fair ^deteriorated
14. Integrity: XXoriginal site H moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q] barn ri other farm structures [H carriage house Q garage fj priw
other

16. Is the building endangered? H no [_]VPC— if^n why/ lack of maintenance _

17. Surroundings of the building: [j open land H woodland n scattered outbuildings n densely built-up "commercial 

[^industrial [presidential Q other ___________________________________________________________

' J



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

0. Architectural significance

D a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

X b. Contributing structure 

c. Not eligible/intrusion

This diminutive example of a Type 2 building continues to serve its original 
function as a ticket booth. The roof is hipped with pyramidal configuration. 
The double-pitched roof provides a point of interest. Overhanging eaves serve 
to protect patrons and ticket sellers from the summer's elements.

J1. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[~ a. Kev structure individually may qualifv for the National Register 

n b. Contributing structure 

H c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv _ 

Address __ 
Organization

W C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-X651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

()ttu e Information Sourc es on this Propertv 

~ CounU Resource File 

~ Windshield Survey 

^ National Register 

' Crants-ln-Aid: __________________________

Determination of Eligibility

-. Subject Traces

a. ________

b. ______

Review and Compliance Project:

] Other 
Other 

Other

}. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

99
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 10-A

Identification
TICKET BOOTH (GATE 10-SOUTH SIDE)

2. 

3. 

4.

5.

h.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) N*me __ 

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Township Lee rnlintv Polk
Intersection of Walnut Street at 31st Street

Urban
Rural:

State
State

subdivision 
township

p.istinp

of Iowa/Iowa State
House; Des Moines,

block parcel subpanel 
range section '« section of ! 4 section

northinp • A< rp^pp
Fair Board
IA 50319

8. Use: Present,

•Street addrc-ssi

Ticket Booth
•Zip.

.Original-

Probably
Description 1930s
9. Date of Construction 

10. Building Type:
Architect/Builder .

G other institutional 
public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: 23 clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco 

G other ________________________________________________________

G religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wo°d frame with interlocking joints 5£ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G i ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

G other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent G good ^^fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: XXoriginai site G rnoved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G t> arn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G priw
G other ___________________________._______________________________________

1b. Is the building endangered? X no ves—if so, why?__________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G: commercial 
G industrial G residential G other ___________________________________________________

18. Slap



*DlCjTllIlCCinC© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

CH a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

X b. Contributing structure 

c. Not eligible intrusion

This diminutive example of a Type 2 building continues to serve its 
original purpose as a ticket booth. The roof is hipped with without 
the double-pitch which characterizes other ticket booths like Sites # 
88 & 98. Site #99 is, presumedly, of later construction. Roof over­ 
hang is broken on the facade and provides the hint of a marquee.

Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

fj b. Contributing structure 

[H c. Not eligible intrusion

11. Sources (for primar. and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_ 

Address __ 
Organization

W C' Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. 1A 52585

.Date.

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Ottue Information Sources on this Propertv

[2 Counts Resource File

^ Windshield Survey

^j National Register

!Zj Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

H Review and Compliance Project:

~] Determination of Eligibility

1. Subject Traces
a. ________________ 

b. _______________

n Other 
H Other, 

n Other

5. Photo Images



Iowa Site inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name _ 

Map Reference

100

Iowa State Fairgrounds
Gate 10-B

Identification
1. Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 10 NORTH Side)
2. 
3.
4.

5.

h.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime

Owner(s) Address _

Des Moines inwn.hip Lee
Intersection of Walnut Street & 31st

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

eastiny northing
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

rnnntv Polk
Street

block parcel subparcel 
range section '• section ot ! • section

; Acrfjpp

8. Use: Present

iMreet address'

Ticket Booth
Zip.

D
9. 

10.

11.

Probably
escnption 1910-1930

Datp of Toniitrurtinn Architect Builder
Building Type:
[j single-family dwelling 
n multiple-family dwelling 
G commercial 
Exterior Walls: g] clapboard [

PI other

[H industrial 
G educational

G stone £j brick H board and batten
security wire

n other institutional 
S public

Q shingles H stucco
mesh windows

[j religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking |oints ^ wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
r_] masonry load-bearing walls [j iron frame Hi steel frame with curtain walls [j reinforced concrete 

D other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent Q good Hj fair ^deteriorated
14. Integrity: XXoriginal site H moved—if so, when?.

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property:
pother

barn H other farm structures Q carriage house G garage £j priv\

16. Is the building endangered? if so. why? lack of maintenance

17. Surroundings of the building: [j open land H woodland FJ scattered outbuildings [j densek built-up _ commercial 

n industrial [H residential fl father _____________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

j | a. Key structure'individually may qualify for the National Register 

3<j b. Contributing structure 

c. Not eligible/intrusion

This diminutive example of a Type 2 building continues to serve its 
original purpose as a ticket booth. The roof is hipped ..with pyramidal con­ 
figuration. The double-pitched slope of the roof provides a point of in­ 
terest. Overhanging eaves serve to protect patrons and ticket sellers 
from the summer's elements.

Historical Significance Theme(s)

] a. Kev structure/individuallv mav qualify for the National Register 

I b. Contributing structure 

I c. Not eligible intrusion

11. Sources ifor priman, and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv________ w- < • Pa«e- Public Historian ___________ Date____———————— 319/456-X65I ——————————— ————
Address —————————— Post Office Box 143 ____________Telephone
Organization._______ Richland, IA 52585 ____________________

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

!. Office Information Sources on this Property H Review and Compliance Project: 

_, CounK Resource1 File

~ Windshield Survey r~i Other___

~ \ational Register r; Other___

^2 Grants-ln-Aid: __________________________ ^ Other___

3] Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images
J. SubiectTrai.es ________

a. ___ _ _____________________________ _ ________
b. _________ ___ __ ________



Iowa Site Inventor/
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number_______101____________________
District Name ____Iowa State Fairgrounds
Map Reference * Gate 11-A______________

Identification
1. Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 11 SOUTH SIDE)

2. Village/Town/City D6S Moines__________Township_______________________County______
3. Street Address SW Corner of Intersection of Grand Avenue & 31st Street
4. Legal Location __

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

parcel 
section

subpariel
'4 section ol '4 se< tn

5. UTM Location: zone__________easting__________northing______
h Ownens) M-me ___S_t_ate of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board 
-. Ownens) Address State House; Des Moines,_IA_50319 _

Mree! address' I i!v

Ticket Booth8. Use: Present. .Original.

.; Ac reaye.

Same

Description
9. Date of Construction_____

10. Building Type:
[~1 single-family dwelling 
G multiple-family dwelling 
[3 commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [j clapboard
other _____StUCCO

Architect Builder.

industrial 
educational

r] other institutional
|X| public

£j stone " brick H board and batten [j shingles fj stucco

[j religious 
n agricultural

12. Structural System: [H wood frame with interlocking |oints \j wood frame with light members iballoon frame) 
LJ mascjnrv load-bearing walls [j iron frame LJ steel frame with curtain walls LJ reinforced concrete 

n other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q excellent fj good xXfair [1 deteriorated
14. Integrity: XX original site H moved—if so. when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn r] other farm structures fj carriage house [^garage Q privy 
•!other ____________________________ ________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? 5c no -if so, why?.

17. Surroundings of the building: [^] open land H woodland H scattered outbuildings ^j densely built-up ~] commercial 

n industrial Q residential Q other _________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements)Significance
20 Architectural significance

55 a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

b. Contributing structure 

c. Sot eligible intrusion

This diminutive example of a Type 2 building continues to serve 
its original purpose as a ticket booth. The structure illustrates the 
an unusual use of cladding material for a Type 2 building—stucco in this 
instance. The building achieves considerable architectural interest 
in relation to other ticket booths on the Fairgrounds. This building 
clearly contains some Prairie style elements like the wide eaves, the 
strong horizontal line created by them and by fenestration, and the 
box like massing. The original integrity of this building is exceeding­ 
ly high. This is unusual for small buildings on the Fairgrounds, most 
of which have undergone some alteration. This building is also the only

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

^] a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

H c. Not eligible intrusion

example of stucco employed as cladding extant on the grounds today.

22. Sources (tor priman, and secondarv sour< es, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared b\_ 

Address __ 
()rgamzation

VV. C'. Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only
( )tTK f Information Sou re es on this Pn>per!\ 

" C ount\ Resource File 

~2 Windshield Survev 

!H National Register

21 Grants-ln-Aid: ___________________

HI Determination of Eligibilitv

2. Sub|ec t Trac es

a. ________

b. _______

_ Revieu and Compliance Project:

Other
Other.

Other

5. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Momes. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

103______________
Iowa State Fairgrounds "103

Identification
EARTH SHELTER MODEL HOME

T

3.

4.

5.

b.

8.

Village/Town/City

Street Address

Legal Location

DIM Location: zone

Use: Prp<;pnt

Des Moines
North

Urban 
Rural

State
State

Model

Side of 34th

subdivision 
township

casting .
of Iowa/ Iowa

.Township
Street

Lee rminfv Polk
south of Grand

block panel subparcel 
range section '4 section o! '• settion

nnrthinp ; A( rf-.i^e
State Fair Board

House; Des Moines, IA 50319
:reet jddressi

Home
iCitM State' Zip> 

Oripin.-,! SamS

1983* .Architect Builder.
Description
9. Date of Construction_

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling Q industrial [ 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational ' 
Q commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: H clapboard xX'tone Q brick Q board and batten
xx other earth berm as northeast wall_____

Des Moines Homebuilders Association,

other institutional 
public

L] shingles Q stucco

Builders*
religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: n wood frame with interlocking joints fj wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[^ masonry load-bearing walls Q] iron frame d steel frame with curtain walls XXreinforced concrete
r-, other____poured, reinforced concrete faced with stone__________

13. Condition: 53 excellent ^ good n fair [j deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^ original site ~ moved—if so. when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: Q barn C other farm structures n carriage house G garage Q priw 

"other ____________________________ ____________________________ ____________

16. Is the building endangered? no O yes — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: Q open land H] woodland H scattered outbuildings H densely built-up '~j commercial
"industrial presidential xXnth^r immediately north of this building is another model 
home, a cottage constructed for the same purpose in the 1920s (Site #16).

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

10. Architectural significance

[__ a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

•Qj b. Contributing structure 

2<j c. Not eligible intrusion

.11. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for primar\ and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager, Iowa State Fair w/W C 
Page; Spring 1986.

Prepared b\ 

Address __ 
Organization

W. C". Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this ProperH 

^] Countv Resource File 

_j Windshield Surve\ 

^ National Register

H Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

Determination of Eligibility

1. Subject Traces 
a. _______ 

b. ______

r] Review and Compliance Project:

H Other 
Q Other. 

H Other.

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

104
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 14-A

Identification
1 Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 14 West SIDE)

2 
3. 
4.

5. 

b.

Village/Town/ City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines Tn«,n<hi P Lee rniinfy Polk
•South Side of Lyon at 32nd Street

Urban: subdivision block panel subpariel 
Rural: township range \eition 4 section of '« settion

eastinp nnrthiny At rt>,iyt>
State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: Present.

• Street address'

Ticket Booth .Original-

Zip.

Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:

1974* .Architect/Builder.
State Fair Maintenance Dept, Builders

G other institutional 
XX public

G single-family dwelling G industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: 0 clapboard G stone G brick G board and batten G shingles G stucco

n other _____________________________________________________

I i religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking joints Z wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls G ' ron frame G steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete

'""I other__________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent Scl good G ^a ' r G deteriorated
14. Integrity: xH original site G moved—if so, when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G priw 
G other ___________________________ _______________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [X no G ves—if so, why? ————————————————————————————————————

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

~ industrial !—| residential G other _________________________________________________________

18. Map



OlCjnillCCnnC.© (Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

fj b. Contributing structure 

52 c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[H a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register

[j b. Contributing structure

QJ c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for pnman, and secondarv sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared b\_ 

Address __ 
< )ryanization.

VV. C'. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Office Information Sources on this Propertv 

^2 Countv Resource File 

^ Windshield Survev 

HH National Register 

• '~! Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

Review and Compliance Project:

Other 
Other 

Other
Determination of EligibiliU

Photo Images
2. Subject Trac es

a. ________

b. _______



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 
District N'ame 
Map Reference

105
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 14-B

Identification
1. Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 14 EAST SIDE)
2. 
3. 
4.

5. 

h.

Village/Town/City
Street Address
Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) N«me
Owner(s) Address

Des Moines
South

Urban 
Rural:

State
State

Side of Lyon

subdivision 
township

pAstinp
of Iowa/ Iowa

Township Lee Cnimfv Polk
at 32nd Street

block parcel suhpan el 
ranfle veition '* section ot '4 section

northing ^< TP.TCJP
State Fair Board

House; Des Moines, IA 50319

8. Use: PresenL

i Street address/

Ticekt Booth
• Zip.

.Original- Same

1974* ArrhitP.-.,R..iiripr state Fair Maintenance Dept, BuildersDescription
9. Date of Construction- 

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling Q industrial 
G multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [g clapboard G stone Q brick Q board and batten Q shingles [j stucco 

G other ______________________________________________

Q other institutional 
XE public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: Fjwood frame with interlocking joints .g'wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonry load-bearing walls H iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete
G other_____________________________________;_________________________________

13. Condition: G excellent XXI good Q fair [^deteriorated
14. Integrity: i%.or\g\na\ site ^j moved—ifso.when?

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [j barn [j other farm structures (H carriage house [j garage Q privy

[j other ___________________________.________________________________________________

16. Is the building endangered? [5 no Q yes— if so, why?______________________________________

17. Surroundings of the building: ^ open land (H woodland [H scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up nj commercial 
G industrial G residential G other ______________________________________________________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame View



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

d a. Kev structure'individuallv mav qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

X c. Not eligible/intrusion

2]. Historical Significance Theme(s)

[j a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

[j b. Contributing structure 

Q c. Not eligible/intrusion

22'. Sources (for primar\ and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared bv______________ W C Page, Public Historian _______Date————

Address ———————————————— ^O^tfx .43 ——————Telephone
Organization _____________ Richland, IA 52585 ——————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

1. Office Information Sources on thi> Propertv P Review and Compliance Project: 

" Countv Resource File

Lj Windshield Survev H Other __ 

n National Register ^ Other ___ 

Ij Crants-ln-Aid: ____________________________ H Other___ 

^j Determination of Eligibility

?. Photo Images 
2. Subiect Traces _________

a. ___________,_________________________ _____________
b. _________



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number___ 

District Name _ 

Map Reference

106
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 15

Identification
1. Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 15)

Lee2. Village/Town/Citv Pes Moines
3. Street Address SW Corner of Intersection of Lyon & 33rd Street
4. Legal Location __

.County. Polk

Urban: 
Rural:

subdivision 
township

block 
ranj^e

parcel subpan el
'4 section ot . secti

5. UTM Location: zone__________easting__________northing_______
h. ownens) N ime state of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

.; Ac

7. n^,.,..) AHH,».. State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

3. Use:

Street address)

Ticket Booth Same

1974*Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
Q] single-family dwelling Q industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
Q commercial

11. Exterior Walls: 53 clapboard G stone (H brick D board and batten Q shingles Fj stucco 

n other ______

state Fair Maintenance Dept, Builders

Q other institutional 
X^ public

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: [j wood frame with interlocking |oints §?• wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
3 masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls H reinforced concrete 

n other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: Q] excellent ^ good Q fair H] deteriorated
14. Integrity: XXoriginal site ^j moved—if so, when!1

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: fj barn Q other farm structures [~ carriage house H garage n priw 

LJ other _________________________ _^. ____________________________ ____________

16. Is the building endangered? no Des — if so. wh?

17. Surroundings of the building: 2 open land [^ woodland [j scattered outbuildings ^j denselv built-up ^commercial 

[^industrial presidential [pother_________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

CH a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

D b. Contributing structure 

53 c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

n a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register 

G b. Contributing structure 

n c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources ifor primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher , Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared by 

Address __

C )rt;anization

\V. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Property

H; Countv Resource File

31 Windshield Survey

~ National Register

LJ Grants-ln-Aid: _________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a. _______

b. _____

Rt'vie\\ and Compliance Project:

Other 
Other 

Other

3. Photo Images __



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number _ 

District Name.

Map Reference

107
Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 16

Identification
TICKET BOOTH (GATE 16)

2 
3, 

4.

h.

Village/Town/ City

Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone

Owner(s) Address

Des Moines inwn.hin Lee Ollintv Polk
West Side of 34th Street

Urban subdivision 
Rural: township

*-AStint?

State
State

of Iowa/Iowa State
House; Des Moines,

at Des Moines Street

blotk parcel subparoel 
range section '« section ot \ seuton

northiny : A< rp.ipc
Fair Board
IA 50319

8. Use: Present

'Street address)

Ticket Booth
Zip.

.Original,
Same

1974*Description
9. Date of Construction_________"""^ ' ~*_______Architect Builder

10. Building Type:
Q single-family dwelling (H industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
H commercial

11. Exterior Walls: §2 clapboard H stone Q brick (H board and batten Q shingles Q stucco

r~l other __________ _________________________________

State Fair Maintenance Dept, Buidlers

Q other institutional 
XX public

Q religious 
C agricultural

12. Structural System: Hwood frame with interlocking |oints g wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
"~^ masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame O steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

13. Condition: r] excellent ^good ^ fair G deteriorated
14. Integrity: 2T] original site [j moved—if so, when'

Notes on alterations, additions iwith dates and architect, if known) and an\ other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [3 barn Q other farm structures H carriage house H garage r] priv\
other _______________._____________ ________________________________________

lb. Is the building endangered? XX no F] ves— ifso.whv?.

17. Surroundings of the building: P] open land rj woodland []] scattered outbuildings ^ densely buiit-up ~ commercial 

: industrial I ! residential other _______ - ————————————————————————————————————————————.______

18. S\ap



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a- Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

5§ c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually mav qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

I c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondar\ sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared bv. 

•\ddress __

W. C. Page. Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland. IA 52585

.Date,

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Property 

^2 County Resource File 

^ Windshield Survey 

^ National Register

r~"' Crants-ln-Aid: ___________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subjec t Trac es

a. _________
b. _______

j^j Review and Compliance Project:

3 Other 
H Other. 

PI Other.

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Momes. Iowa 50319

Site Number 

District Name 

Map Reference

108

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
Gate 13

Identification
l. Site Name TICKET BOOTH (GATE 13)

Lee2. Village/Town/City_^eS_MoineS_________Township___________________
3. street Address SE Corner of Intersection of Lyon & 31st Street

_County_ polk

t oration

5.

6.

8.

UTM Location: zone 

Owner(s) Nime __ 

Owner(s) Address

Use: Present

Urban: subdivision 
Rural: township

State of Iowa/Iowa State
State House ; Des Moines ,

Street address'

Ticket Booth

block parcel subparcel 
range section '« section of '4 section

northing ; Acreage

Fair Board
IA 50319

I iivi 'Statfi Zip*

oripin;,! Same

1974*
Description
9. Date of Construction—

10. Building Type:
G single-family dwelling G industrial 
n multiple-family dwelling G educational 
G commercial

11. Exterior Wails: S clapboard n stone H brick G board and batten Q shingles G stucco 

D other ________________________________________________________

State Fair Maintenance Dept, Builders

G other institutional 
S public

n religious 
G agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking joints 52 wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
G masonrv load-bearing walls G iron frame D steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

G other___________________________________________________________________

13. Condition: £g excellent G good G fair G deteriorated

14. Integrity: xx or 'g' na ' si' e G moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: G barn G other farm structures G carriage house G garage G privy 

G other ___________________________ ___________________________ ___________

16. Is the building endangered? xJXJ no G if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: G open land G woodland G scattered outbuildings G densely built-up G commercial 

G industrial G residential G other ________________________________________________________

18. Map



OlCjlilllCClilCS (Indicate sources of information for ail statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a - Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

G b. Contributing structure

2 c. Not eligible/intrusion

21 Historical Significance Theme(s)

D a. Key structure individually mav qualify for the National Register 

fj b. Contributing structure 

fj c. Not eligible intrusion

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc. 

* Informant Interview; Bill Fisher, Assistant Manager; Iowa State Fair.

Prepared bv _________ W. (. Page. Public Historian —————————— Date ———
319/456-H651 ,

Address _______———— Post Office Box 143 ——————————Telephone
Organization...________ Richland, IA 52585 —————————————————

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

()ttu e Information Sources on this Property [^ Review and Compliant e Pro|et t: 

" Countv Resourte File

_^ Windshield Survey ^ Other _______— -————————————

~ National Register [1! Other—————————————————————

^2 Crants-ln-Aid: ______________-——————————————- ^ Other _______——————————————— 

^] Determination of tligibilitv

5. Photo Images _. ——— -———————— ———"~

2. Sub|ett Trates ————-———————————-—~

b. __ __________________—————————————— -——————— "



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines.Jowa 50319

109
Site Number

District Iowa State Fairgrounds
Map Reference *

Identification
1. Site Name TICKET BOOTH
2. Village/Town/City Des Koines_________Township_
3. Street Address South side of Dodge Circle
4. Legal Location ____

Lee .Countv.

subdivisio 
to*nsnip

parcel 
sftiion

Polk

suOparcel
'4 section ot 4 seitiun

5. UTM Location: zone.
h Ownens) N*me __State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board
7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

Mreet addrrssi . t itvi

Not in Use

; Atreage

8. Use: Present, .Original. Ticket Booth
,Z.p.

Description
9. Date of Construction

10. Building Type:

,„„•L^ JUSArchitect Builder .

Q other institutional 
Q public

(H single-family dwelling [~J industrial 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational 
[~J commercial 

11. Exterior Walls: H] clapboard [j stone Q brick Q board and batten Q] shingles Hj stucco

r] other _____________________________________________________

religious 
agricultural

12. Structural System: 2\vood frame with interlocking joints £] wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
[H masonrv load-bearing walls Q iron frame Q steel frame with curtain walls G reinforced concrete 

H other____________________________:_________-L—————————————————————————————

13. Condition: H excellent H good [j fair r] deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^j original site []j moved—ifso.when^

Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and an\ other notable features of building and site:

elated Outbuildings and Property: fj barn G other farm structures G carriage house H garage Q priw 
"! other ____________________________ ________________________________________

.s the building endangered? fj no [SJ yes—if so, why?___w/<?

Surroundings of the building: [^j open land [^ woodland [j scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up ^ commercial 

r~^' industrial H residential r~^- other ___________.——————————————————————'-——————————————————————



(Indicate sources of information for all statements)Significance
20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Ob. Contributing structure 

22 c. Not eligible/intrusion

This diminutive example of a Type 2 building is no longer used on the 
Fairgrounds. It has been relocated to its present site and its fate is 
uncertain. The roof is hipped with pyramidal configuration. The double- 
pitch slope of the roof provides a point of interest. Overhanging eaves 
served to protect patrons and ticket sellers from the summer's elements.

The deteriorated condition of the building renders it not eligible as con­ 
tributing to the historic district.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)

O a. Key structure individually may qualify for the National Register 

O b. Contributing structure 

O c - Not eligible'intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Prepared bv_ 

Address ___

\V. C. Page, Public Historian
319/456-8651 

Post Office Box 143 
Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I. Ottke Information Sources on this Property 

~ Count\ Resource File 

22 Windshield Survey 

~ National Register 

12 Crants-ln-Aid: _________________

^ Determination of Eligibilitv

2. Subject Traces 
a. _______

b. _________

Review and Compliance Project:

Other. 
Other. 

Other

3. Photo Images



Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 

Map Reference

110

Iowa State Fairgrounds 
110

Identification
1. Site Name BUILDING
T

3.
4.

5. 

h.

Village/Town/City
Street Address

Legal Location

UTM Location: zone 

Ownerts) N-me

Ownerts) Address

Des Moines
West side of Lucas

Urban- subdivision 
Rural: township

fasting
State of Iowa/Iowa

Township Lee rnuntv Polk

between B & C Streets

blotk panel subpartel 
range settion '4 section of '4 section

norlhinf ; At riMpn
State Fair Board

State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

J. Use: Present.

'Street address

Grocery Store Same (probably)
• Zip.

Post 1960 .Architect, Builder.
Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
HJ single-family dwelling [H industrial 
HJ multiple-family dwelling HJ educational 
HJ commercial

11. Exterior Walls: Hj clapboard HJ stone Hj brick HJ board and batten HJ shingles HJ stucco

£ other _______vertical boards_________________________

H other institutional 
52 public

HJ religious 
Hj agricultural

12. Structural System: G wood frame with interlocking |oints S wood frame with light members (balloon frame) 
n masonry load-bearing walls Q iron frame [j steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete 

H other_______________________________________________________________

13. Condition: [j excellent 5<j good H fair [^deteriorated
14. Integrity: ^1 original site H moved—it so, when-.

Sotes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and anv other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: P] barn f] other farm structures [j carnage house G garage f] priv\'

pother ____________________________ ____________________________ ____________

1b. Is the building endangered? ves — if so, why?

17. Surroundings of the building: Hj open land Hj woodland H scattered outbuildings H denselv built-up [^commercial 

'~~: industrial H! residential H] other __________________________________________________________

18. Map



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

n a. Kev structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

Q b. Contributing structure 

5$j c. Not eligible/intrusion

21. Historical Significance Themeis)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible intrusion

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

Prepared bv W. C. Page, Public Historian
M —— 319/456-8651

Address ______ post Office Box 143
i Organization ____ Richland, IA 52585

.Date.

.Telephone

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

Office Information Sources on this Propertv

~ Cuunu Resource File
~^ Windshield Survev

^ National Register

~2. Cirants-ln-Aid: _________________

Determination of Eligibility

2. Subject Traces 
a. _______

b. ,______
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Iowa Site Inventory
Office of Historic Preservation 
Iowa State Historical Department 
East 12th & Grand Avenue 
Des Moines. Iowa 50319

Site Number 
District Name 
Map Reference

Ill
Iowa State Fairgrounds
111

Identification
1. Site Name BUILDING - ICE HOUSE

Lee2. Village/Town/City D^S Moines
3. Street Address West Side of Lucas between B S C Streets
4. Legal Location __

County

Urban: subdivision 
township

block 
range

parcel 
section

subparcel
'4 section of '« section

5. UTM Location: zone___..___.____fastin£_._.________northing_______
b. ownercs) N^me _ State of Iowa/Iowa State Fair Board

7. Owner(s) Address State House; Des Moines, IA 50319

USP:

•Street aUdr

Ice House
stati'i

Unknown

1900-1930 .Architect, Builder.
Description
9. Date of Construction.

10. Building Type:
H] single-family dwelling Q] industrial Q other institutional 
Q multiple-family dwelling Q educational S public 
[H commercial

11. Exterior Walls: F] clapboard G stone F] brick [H board and batten H] shingles Q stucco 
jvj other _________novelty siding/tongue & groove_________

C religious 
[j agricultural

12. Structural System: H wood frame with interlocking |oints SJwood frame with light members (balloon frame* 
n masonry load-bearing walls rj iron frame HH steel frame with curtain walls Q reinforced concrete

!~1 other______________________________________________'.____________________

13. Condition: FJ excellent H good ^ fair ^deteriorated

14. Integrity: [H original site ^ moved—if so, when'
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:

15. Related Outbuildings and Property: "barn ^ other farm structures " carriage house "garage LJ priv\ 

~ other ____________________________. ___________________________.. __________

16. Is the building endangered? S no G ves— if so, why?.

17. Surroundings of the building: H open land [^woodland ^J scattered outbuildings [j densely built-up "commercial

1 ' industrial • ' residential ! ' other _________————————————————————————_________________________________



(Indicate sources of information for all statements) 

20. Architectural significance

O a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

C b. Contributing structure 

XI c. Not eligible/intrusion

This building is an example of Type 2 construction with tongue and groove 
cladding. The original function of ihe building is unknown. Changes to 
the facade include replacement of the support columns to the roof overhand, 
and replacement of siding in the facade gable. Facade wall has also been 
altered with original cladding replaced. These alterations render the build­ 
ing not eligible as contributing to the historic district.

Historical Significance Theme(s)

a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register

b. Contributing structure

c. Not eligible/intrusion

22. Sources (for primarv and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.

Prepared bv _______. \v. C. Page, Public Historian _______________Date
319/456-8651

Organization _______ Richland, IA 52585

For Office of Historic Preservation Use Only

I Office Information Sources on this Property P] Review and Compliance Project: 

: Count\ Resource File

^ Windshield Survey H Other 

~ National Register . Q Other. 
™ Grants-ln-Aid: __________________________________ [j Other

^j Determination of Eligibility

}. Photo Images 

2. Subject Traies ________
a. ______;___;___ '" -• - • • - _________;____ ____:______
b. __________________________________ ________ 
c. ____________________________________ ————————-
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USE OF STATE FAIR BUILDINGS 

1901 AND 1986 COMPARED 1

FUNCTIONS

EDUCATIONAL2

General Exhibits/Displays 

Livestock Judging/Display 

Machinery/Equipnent Display

Total Educational 

ENTERTAINMENT/LEISURE3

Dining Establishments 

Other Amusements

Total Entertainment/Leisure 

ADMINISTRATIVE4
General Operations 
Educational/Entertainment Support 
Lodging/Residence

Total Administrative

Grand Totals

1901

Number 
Buildings

12 

44 

27

83

18 

2

20

37 

14 

1

52

155

% of Total 
Building 
Exterior 
Dimensions

12 

37 

23

72

5 

5

10

6 

10 

1

18

100

1986

Number 
Buildings

23 

7 

5

35

15 

7

22

38 

18 

4

60

117

% of Total 
Building 
Exterior 

Dimensions

19 

42 

13

75

3 

8

12

6 

4

3

13

100

Data gathered from planimetric calculations of exterior building dimensions of permanent 
buildings shown on 1901 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map and present-day Iowa State Fair Map.

2 Educational functions include: General (displays of agricultural products, domestic arts,
cultural and propaganda organizations); Livestock: (display barns, pavilions & show buildings); 
Machinery/Equipment: (displays of ccmrercial and industrial products).

Entertainment/Leisure functions includes dining, grandstand, and amusement buildings.

Administrative functions include: General operations (offices, maintainance, storage, refuse 
collection, restrooms, ticket booths); Education/Entertainment support: (shelters, race horse stables, 
animal feed storage); Lodging/Residence: (permanent staff residences, hotel-dormitory buildings).



USE OF STATE FAIR BUILDINGS IN 1986 

BY TWO ERAS OF CONSTRUCTION

Period of Construction

Pre-1940

1940-1986

Totals

Function

Educational

No.

19

14

33

%

58

42

100

Entertainment/ 
Leisure

No.

3

19

22

%

16

86

100

Administratioi

No.

26

33

59

%

44

56

100
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