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The Colony House is a two story framed Victorian structure, with a high gable roof, 
The exterior siding is flush horizontal boards with vertical battens. The roof trim 
along the sides has projecting eaves with decorative brackets at each rafter. The 
trim at the gable ends is extended beyond the wall with facial boards attached at the 
roof edge. The window and door openings are flat shaped with molded trim around each,

The interior walls of the house are lathed and the lathe was covered with a cheese 
cloth like cover for applying paint or wallpaper. In 1924 the dwelling changed 
ownership and was upgraded for renters. The improvements consisted of painting and 
new wallpaper. "Toward the late twenties the owners brepared to mo \)e Into the' House by again '- :i - :;: "'•"•' - l :| ' : ! i() " ; :M "'- ' '"""' u r ' !

In 1935 the'hous'e was' ^modernized'by building! i 'new leanto structure at the rear, 
replacing the old small one which had been added by the original owners. This new 
leanto contained plumbing, a modern kitchen of the time, a breakfast nook, utility 
room, bedroom, and a bath. In 1938 the partition between the living room and dining 
room was removed and the ceiling lowered. When the segments for each house had 
originally arrived from Chicago for the new Simi Colony, each house consisted of 
only a rectangular structure. Each dwelling was individualized by adding porches, 
and additional rooms as needed (usually a leanto for a kitchen). This particular 
Colony house was the only one to have a large veranda constructed across the front 
and along one side. A set of French doors was cut through the exterior wall, at 
the back of the house for additional access onto the veranda.

The only major alteration Since the original erection of the house was relocating it 
in 1970. By this time the dwelling had become out-moded as a place of residence due 
to its small size, and was threatened with demolition. Destruction 'had "become the 
fate of all the other houses in the original Simi Colony except one other.

The Colony house was moved from its original site because the owner of the property, 
the Missionary and Alliance Church, had plans to expand their facilities and add 
a parking lot (as exists today) in place of the house. The house was originally 
set in a high density area with small residential lots. The landscape was of 
typical residential design with foundation planting and bordered by tall eucalyptus 
trees (none of which remains today). Today the Colony House sits in the Robert P. 
Strathearn Historical Park along side a row of eucalyptus trees. The dirt drive 
entering the park site passes at the front entrance to the house reminiscent of the 
dirt roads of its old neighborhood when it flourished as a residence. Future plans 
are to recreate a period garden around the structure.

The leanto at the rear of the house was removed during the course of moving since it 
was the second one added and not a part of the initially purchased structure. 
Presently the structure sits on a raised concrete foundation for durable support. 
The second floor rooms are now restored. The old layers of wallpaper have been 
removed, and separated to match a pattern as closely as possible to a new paper. 
Before applying any new paper, the walls were finally covered with wall board 
as was done years ago to the first floor rooms. Other minor alterations, such as
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the installation of electricity in 1922, were done over the years as the services 
became available within the community.

No substantial changes have occurred which effect the integrity to the architectural 
style of the exterior.
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The Si ml Colony, is a unique local.historic happening, directly related to the,land 
boom of the 1880's "fn California. Pennsylvania interests had purchased much of 
this part of the country for oil speculation and some had an abundance of land 
to subdivide and dispose. Advertising.in the^Hast) capture^ tfoe.attention of a ,-• or 
group of doctors in the Chicago area who saw an opportunity to begin a health resort 
in what sounded like a bountiful environment. Sight unseen, they purchased lots in 
a little townsite, which eventually became known as Simiopolis. Along with the sale 
of lots, the group offered for sale a pre-fabricated Victorian style house popular 
during the 1880's for Western settlement. The materials for building these houses 
were all pre-cut and sections partially assembled for ease of construction. It 
became a matter of merely ordering the structure and having it shipped to the 
required destination. As a special inducement the company agreed to pay the shipping 
freight on the first fifteen houses, providing they were ordered before October 
1, 1888. The colonists left Chicago on November 8, 1888 for Simi Valley. The pre 
fabricated houses were also shipped around that time, and arrived at Saticoy, 
California at the end of November. They were.^hen, hailed by wagon to Simi Vallqy,, 
The structures were basically alike, but partitions, porches, etc. were a matter 
for the owner, .tq instaltl for individualizing .fo^'s, fy.pme. , ( The "Colony" was shqi?t r 
lived when it became apparent that their dream was not feasible, but twelve houses 
did arrive and formed the nucleus for the little town which was to evolve.

The Colony Hous% fwas jlqoated at Second and Ashland Streets, and served several ; 
families as home until it finally became the property of the Missionary and 
Alliance Church, serving as parsonage for several years. Then in 1970 it was 
donated to the Simi Valley Historical Society to be moved to the R.P. Strathearn 
Historical Park. Only two of these houses remain; this one and one occupied by 
the original owner's family.
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Simi Valley Historical Society Archives, Strathearn Historical Park, Simi Valley, 
California.
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