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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old Mill Bridge spans Owens Creek southwest of Rocky Ridge on Old Mill 
Road. It Is a pratt4wlf liIff*thru iron truss structure in a single span 69 feet 
in length and 16 feet wide. It was built by the Pittsburgh Bridge Company, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1882.

The structure is set on two random coursed stone abutments with wing walls, 
and is located in a rural setting. A truss design similar to many bridges in 
the county, including Sixes and Fourpoint Bridges, it is important as one of the 
oldest dated such structures and the only one known to have been built by the 
Pittsburgh Bridge Company in Frederick County. It is likely, however, that the 
company built other bridges here, though they are no longer in existence. 
According to Dan Deibler's Metal Truss Bridges in Virginia, "the smaller county 
highway bridges . . . would have been a standard 65 foot or 100 foot span built 
from plans kept in large supply in company files and sent to local officials on re 
request. The large bridge companies were less likely to undertake these ^ 
relatively minor projects contracted on an individual basis unless a number of 
such structures were involved."!

Deibler, Metral Truss Bridges in Virginia, 1865-1932, Vol. I 
(Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council, 1975).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Mill Bridge, although constructed of a common truss design, is one of the 
few 19th century iron truss bridges remaining intact in the State of Maryland.

At one time there were over twenty companies manufacturing iron truss bridges 
represented in the Maryland and Virginia area. Usually once a community had determined 
the need for a bridge, the County Commissioners advertised for bids in the local 
newspaper. A particular bridge design or style was chosen from a book of designs by 
the manufacturing company and a bid was submitted. A note in the Frederick County 
Commissioners minutes dated Thursday, August 17, 1882, records the awarding of the 
Old Mill Bridge as follows: "The proposals for Iron Bridges were opened and after 
examination the bid of the Pittsburgh Bridge Company were excepted [sic]   this 
company was represented by T. M. Nelson Esquire, of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania . . 
..." 1 After the bid was awarded the parts of the bridge were made at the site of 
the company (most of which were located in the Midwest and Northeast), and then sent 
to the bridge site and pinned or riveted together by local construction crews under the 
supervision of the company representative.

Companies which provided bridges to Frederick County, Maryland in the 19th century 
include the Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio, the King Iron Bridge and 
Manufacturing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, and the Groton Bridge Manufacturing Company 
of Groton, New York. Most of the bridges constructed in the 20th century in this 
county were manufactured by the York Bridge Company of York, Pennsylvania.

p. 77.
Frederick County Commissioners Minutes, 1882-1889, Thursday, August 17, 1882,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The acreage includes the bridge and stone abutments and wing walls at 
each end of the bridge and is a rectangle roughly 75' long by 25' wide. 
This stretches across Owens Creek 75' from east to west.
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