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Exterior wall fabric clapboard
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Major alterations (with dates)

Install rear stairs (1977)
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103 Walnut Street nmeet NR criteria B and G being a rare exanple of a vernacular
CGeorgian style house and the hone of Eliphalet Spurr, an influential figure
in the area of local transportationto and from Boston.

ARCH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within comunity)

The Eliphalet Spurr House, huilt in 1798, exhibits characteristics of
the Ceorgian style. These features include: the sinple ridge roof,

five bay facade, cornerboards, horizontal enphasis, and dentiled cornice
(e of the few Georgian-style houses in Brookline, 103 Wl nut Street

s by far the oldest house in the inmediate neighborhood and is particu-
larly noticeable due to the conparatively |large house | ot and generous
set back from the street .

HSTARCAL SAGNHCANCE (explainthe role owers played in local or state history
and how the buildingrelates to the devel opment of the community)

Not only is this house a %ood exanpl e of the vernacular Georgian style,
but itsfirst owner, Eliphalet Spurr, was a well known figure in late

| 8th and early 19th century Brookline. Like Gnery Twichell wo owled 17
and 40 Kent Street in nearby Brookline Village, Spurr's fame derived from
his involvement with transportation. However, while Twichell was an
“unrivaled" express rider, a stage driver, and |ater president of

the Boston and Worcester Railroad as _well as the Atchison, Topeka, and
Santa Pe Railroad, Spurr's reputation was nore Iocallr based. The

first line of coaches to be established between Brookline and Boston

was owned by Spurr; his stage started from the Punch Bowl Tavern.

This enterprise was successful for only a year or two since potential
passengers thought the twenty-five cent fare too high. "Perhapsi f

that generation had been less hardy or |ess energetic, M. Spurr's
enterprise would have succeeded better,.. ." However, residents of
Brookline chose to walk to Boston, over Roxbury Hill and the Neck,

to do their shopping and to.tend to their other affairs.

The land on which this house was built was part of the [and grant which

wes awarded to Thomas Leverett in 1638. Used for farmng, i tws [|ater
sold to the Gardner family, and by 17°6, part of the property had been
sold to Major Edward White. Six acres of the [and remmined 1 n the hands

of the White famly until 1846, whl*le the remaining acerage was sold off,
beginning in 1790,  Eliphalet Spurr died in |87, the house and |and were

| ater owned by Thomas Aspinwall, a civically mnded citizen, and his sister
El i zabeth; they retained ownership of the property until 1842
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Spurr, Eliphalet, House (Brookline MRA)
Norfolk County
MASSACHUSETTS

resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
e owner objection
CH appeal N

Substantive Review: d] sample e request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

Entered i nthe

Ny 14 19

Working No.

Fed. Reg.Date:"/"A. "7 ~

Date Due: /cJ//Adj I"Az-fAjri

Action: Z~ACCEPT ?
RETURN

National Regl st eac—REJECT
Federal Agency:

e appeal

.technical corrections cited below

.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name
2. Location

3. Ciassification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
CD good I Iruins
« fair I 1 unexposed

Status
Accessible

CJ no

Check one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if lcnown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity ' oeses )
» alterations/integrity e«
| |dates . ;

CH boundary selection

cn NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer

Discip
Date

e

line

, See continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

» original site

moved

coe AN

date.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below K

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CH summary paragraph .A.A
CH completeness ' A
CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked
CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

'ee XK

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
« other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date
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Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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