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^ORIGINAL SITE 

MOVED DATE ca. 1860

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PTTYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Guider House ca. 1860 is Greek Revival style 1-story 5x2-bay frame dwelling 
with a hip roof and undercut gallery supported on rectangular posts with capitols. 
The front facade is flush boarded and contains a central entrance with sidelights 
and transom divided into geometric panes which is echoed on the rear facade. Four 
french doors open ento the gallery. These contain eight lights with wooden panels 
below. All other windows contain 6-over-6 double hung sash. The gallery floor has 
been replaced. Appended to the rear are two wings with undercut galleries. The 
gallery connecting the west wing, which housed the original kitchen was enclosed 
to form storage space. The main block contains a central hall flanked by two 
rooms on either side. Floors are heart pine and each room, including the room in 
the west rear wing contains simple Greek Revival mentels with pilaster, s and wide 
frieze.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Guider House is a typical example of a Greek Revival style cottage constructed in 
Vicksburg, Misiss'ippr^fbr^e-the Civil War. It is particularly significant because 
it retains its rear dependencies with undercut galleries. Features which characterize 
this building type are the flush boarded facade, front and rear central entrances each 
with geometrically divided sidelights and transom and undercut gallery supported on 
rectangular posts with capitals. The four french doors leading to the gallery provide 
summer ventilation and protection from the sun when shutters are closed and the doors 
opened.

This house was the home of Benjamin Guider who founded in 1866 what became "one of 
Vicksburg f s leading jewelry establishments." (Commercial and Historic Vicksburg, 
Vicksburg: Vicksburg Daily Herald, 1907). Guider was a manufacturing jeweler "whose 
reputation has spread over the entire south" and he was "recognized as one of the 
most proficient men in this line of business endeavor in the country." (Ibid.) The 
business carried on by his two sons after Guider f s death just before World War I was 
still being conducted in 1934 at which time it was considered to be the oldest jewelry 
business in the state. ("Guider Jewelry Company," Vicksburg Evening Post, April 23, 
1934). Another prominent Vicksburg man, was Ben Guider f s grandson. Named for his 
grandfather Benjamin Guider, attorney and judge, was born in the house.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lot 178 in Square 28 of Vicksburg Proper as shown on the original plat of the 

city of Vicksburg.
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