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The first mill on this site was the Cannon and Ross mill about 1820, which burned 
in 1879. The present mill, built by Marcellus Hearn after the fire, still uses 
the stones of the first mill.

The mill and two warehouses are frame buildings, sheathed in metal, on brick 
footings. They stand on the dam, which impounds the brook, a branch of the 
Nanticoke. Two overshot iron wheels, installed in 1912, still provide the 
power, assisted occasionally by an electric motor.

Equipment includes a Monarch Mill set of three pair of steel rollers installed 
in 1930, and still in regular use. The other machinery is generally older, but 
in good repair. The mill still operates daily.

The earthen dam, rebuilt in 1912, carries a road past the main entrance of the 
mill, which is protected from the elements by a metal canopy. ;

The nominated area includes the mill, two warehouses and only that part of 
the dam on which the mill is situated.
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Hearn and Rawlins Mill is one of the few water-powered grist mills still 
functioning in Delaware, and one of the few to use an operating tandem, double 
overshot wheel system as a power source.

The very shallow millponds of rural Delaware seldom developed enough fall to 
power an overshot wheel, even the relatively low wheels used here. Most Delaware 
mills were powered by the less efficient breast wheels and undershot wheels, which 
usually were replaced by turbines for the sake of efficiency. These are the last 
working overshot wheels in Delaware.

Hearn and Rawlins, with a history going back nearly a century, preserves the type 
of small country milling operation that once could be found on every Delaware 
stream. The fast-flowing and abundant waters of the Nanticoke tributaries near 
Seaford powered a large number of mills during the nineteenth century. This 
power source, combined with deepwater navigation of the Nanticoke, combined to 
make Seaford an important shipping point for agricultural products.



Daily Eagle, Tuesday, March 20, 1973.

J. Thomas Scharf,. History of Delaware. Philadelphia: L. J. Richards , 1888,

ACREAGE ftF NOMINATED PROPERTY ApprOX. 1 

UTM REFERENCES

A| .. | I I . I . . II. 1 * I . . 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

cl ill I , I , , I I: . I , I ,•••.

Latitude 38O40'44" 
Longitude ^e°3 5'39"

/ O

Bl . I if. I . . I
ZONE EASTING

_______________ D| .- | I I.I . ...II. I i It « I 1 
VERBAL BOUNDARYWSCRIPTION~~~ " ]

. -' _. ---.-_- . ; - -I

Hearn and Rawlins Mill is situated between the southeastern border of Hearn
Pond and Route 13-A. The frontage, about 200 feet wide, extends back across Clear Brook
approximately;.200 feet., "".--    j
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