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1. Name of Property

o Tuttle Bridge
historic name.

other names/site number. Golden Hill Bridge (preferred)

2. Location

street & number. Golden Hill  Road (™ not for publication
city or town Lee _N/IA] vicinity

gae Massachusetts COde_~ mnnty Berkshire code A Zip code”rim

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this O nomination

G request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Q meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

G nationally G statewide 13 loceilly. (G See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

oKre o catifying officiamie JudithCfe . McDonouglOate / Execut ive Director
la*sachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Sated Fedad aganoy ad bureau

In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. (G See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Dae

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby”rtify that the property is: ASignature of the Keeper Date of Action
ET entered in the National Register.
G See continuation sheet.

G determined eligible for the
National Register
Q See continuation sheet.

G determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Q removed from the National
Register.

Q other, (explain:)



Golden Hill Bridge
Name o Ropaty

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Q private Q building(s)
(3 public-local G district

G public-State G site

Q public-Federal 0 structure

I G objict

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) )
TRANSPCRTATI O\ road-related (vehicular)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No Style

Narrative Description

Berkshire County, M

County and State

Nuniber of Resources witliin Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 Totd

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

ATICN road-related (vehicular)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Abutments: stone (Marble)

walls.

roof _
Bridge: Metal (iron)
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

This nomination is derived largely from an Historic American Engineering Record report (HAER No.
MA-105) prepared by historian Patrick Harshbarger in 1990. Stephen T. Roper, Higtoric Bridge
Specidig for the Massachusatts Highway Department, dso contributed to the nomination.

The Golden Hill Bridge, dso known as the Tuttle Bridge, goans the Housatonic River a Golden Hill
Road in arura aea about one mile northesst of downtown Lee, Massachusetts, in the Berkshire
Mountains. The bridge dts in a marshy bottomland just upgtream from a large paper mill. Tothe
eaedl. Golden Hill Road crosses the bottomland; less than 100 feet eest of the bridge, a railroad our
pardlds the river. The road rises seeply to the top of a amdl hill west of the bridge. Golden Hill
Road hes been designated a Scenic Road by the town of Lee.

The Golden Hill Bridgeis a sngle-span, lenticular pony truss. Parabolic upper and lower chords
characterize the lenticular form. Local citizens often call these bridges "pumpkin seads' because of
their ssed-shaped outline.

This five-pane lenticular pony truss is 80 feet 8 inches long and 16 feet 10 inches wide. From the
bottom chord to the river, the height is approximately 5 feet. The depth of the trusses a the bridge
entrances is 5 feet, and a the center of the bridge 7 feet 5 inches. The first, eestem pand meeares 16
feet long and the other four pands mesaure 16 feet 2 inches. Thisdight difference may be due to
digtortion inthe bridge and not to design.

The upper chord segments are riveted and bolted together, and the web members are then pinned to
the chord. Each segmant is made from wrought-iron plates riveted together into the shgpe of athree-
dded box, 16 inches wide by 8 inches degp, with the fourth sde, facing down, consisting of wrought-
iron latticed bars. The bottom chord is mede from a pair of wrought-iron eye bars, 1inch wide by 3
inches degp.  The bottom chord segments are dso pinned together & each pand point.

The vertical end pogs are manufactured in afashion similar to the upper chord. They are athree-
dded box, 16 inches by 8 inches with the fourth sde connected by latticed bars. The bases of the end
pods rest directly upon the abutments, which are made of Lee-quarried marble. The assembly of the
upper chord and post is held together by a cast-iron cgp and athreaded pin, to which the lower
chord's eye bars are connected, passes through ariveted L-shaped reinforcing plate a their junction.
Ore end podt retains its "1885" date placque.

The remaining vertical truss members are paired 2 1/2 inch wrought-iron L-shaped channe barsjoined

by lattice. The main diagonds are paired 1 1/4-inch diameter wrought-iron rods with tumbuckles.
The counters are single 1 1/4-inch diameter wrought-iron rods.

(continued)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

« A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

H C Property emtxjdies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
« A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.
e Da cemetery.
« E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Berkshire County, MA

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance
1885

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Berlin Iron Bridge .

(Cite the txwks, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:
te Historic Preservation Office
B CHs 4R

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e prelimin determination of individual listing (36
pCIJ-JIg] G%yhas Been requesteg g

« previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National

Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # MA-ins

e agency
» Federal agency
e Local government
e University
e Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical

Commi ssi on

Massachusetts H ghway Departnent
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10. Geographical Data

Bridge [i

Acreage of Property | ess than one acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTK/ references on a continuation sheet.)

11lisl 16/4i4/83id ki6ls|g|7[6 |0
Zone Easting Northing

2111 rrrrrrrrrrrrrl

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

. Lee Historical
nameltitle

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

organization.

street & number. 80 Boylston Street

Boston

city or town State

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

Conmi ssion with Betsy Friedberg,

Berkshire County, MA
County ad Sete

Zone Easting Northing

JL 1 LJI 1 LL

¢ See continuation sheet

National Register Director, MC

December 1993
date.

(617) 727-8470

telephone.

: 02116
zip code

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Town of Lee
name.

Menorial Hall, 32 Main Street

street & number.

city ortown  L€€

State

telephone.

MA Zp oode 01238

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to hominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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A "tendgon floor-line chord" (according to Douglas patent) in the form of a wrought-iron rod is bolted
to the footing of each end pogt and runs the length of the truss passing through holes drilled in eech
floor beem. The floor-line rod is 1 1/4-inch diameter and hes adjustable tumbuckles near the second
and fourth pand points. The rod hes been severdy twisted, probably from the force of flooding.

The I-shaped floor beams taper, their degpest point a the center of the bridge and their shdlowest a
the exterior edges. The floor beams hang from the lower chord pand points by U-shaped rods joined
to the connecting pins. The lower latera rods bolt to the floor beams

The dringers are modem, sted |-beams running the length of the bridge. The roadway is Irving open
ded grid deck.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric sites are known which abut the bridge or are present in the generd area (within
one mile), it is possble that dtes are presant. The westem end of the bridge abut, a degp-sided knoll
which, with its dose proximity to the Housatonic River indicates locationally favorable criteria for
prehigoric stes. In generd, however, the potential for significant prehistoric survivas ssams low
because of disturbances relating to construction of bridge footings on both shordines. The overall
potential for significant historic period survivals is dso low. Builders featuresrelating to congtruction
of the bridge footings may be present, however, these resources are probably of margina research
interest and importance.

(end)
8. SIGNIFICANCE:

The Golden Hill Bridge, Lee, Massachusetts, as known as the Tuttle Bridge is an 81-foot long, single-
goan, lenticular pony truss manufactured by one of New England's mog prolific iron bridge builders,
the Berlin Iron Bridge Company. Between 1878 and 1895 the company erected well over 600
lenticular trusses in New England and Upstate New York, and a leest 50 are known to survive. The
Golden Hill Bridge is the oldest lenticular pony truss surviving in Massachusetts.

The Golden Hill Bridge makes use of William O. Douglass 1885 patented floor-line tenson chords,
an improvement upon the lenticular truss design first patented by Douglas in 1878. The Golden Hill
Bridge shows few dgns of dteration and is in afair gate of condition. According to the
Massachusetts Highway Department's Historic Bridge Inventory, it is one of ten remaining lenticular
tmss highway bridges in Massachusetts and one of the few still in active use The bridge fulfills
National Regigter criterion C on the locd level.

(continued)
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History

A number of amateur and professona historians have written about the history of lenticular trusses.
The lenticulars association with a single manufacturer, their predominance in the towns of New
England and upgtate New Y ork, and their aesthetically pleasing form have meade the truss a popular
subject among bridge enthusiagts. Between 1878 and 1895, the Berlin Iron Bridge Company built well
over 600 bridges in the Northeast. At leest 50 of these tmsses survive today.

According to the Massachusetts Historic Bridge Inventory prepared by the Massachusetts Highway
Depatment (MHD), the Golden Hill Bridge is one of ten remaining lenticular trusses in the Sate.
Built in 1885, it is a rare example of a structurd type that once predominated among the iron truss
bridges of Westem Massachusetts.

Lenticular trusses came in a variety of Szes and configurations. They ranged from 20 feet to over 200
feet in length, and could be designed as either pony, through, half-through, or deck trusses Through
trusses, such as the North Adams, Lowell, and Shelbume Bridges (HAER Nos. MA-98, 106, 109) and
pony trusses, auch as the Golden Hill Bridge, were by far the lenticular's mogt popular forms.

When the Corrugated Metal Company, the forerunner of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company, began
building trussss in the late 1870s the lenticular form had been known for a number of years.
Lenticular trusses had bean built in 1840 in France, in 1857 in Gamany, and in 1859 in England.
Patents for bridges of the lenticular-tmss type had been granted in the United States to Edwin Stanley
in 1851 and to Horace Harvey and Robert Osborne in 1855.

Congdering these earlier dmctures and patents, historians have conddered it odd that the United
Sates Paent Office granted William O. Douglas a patent for lenticular trusses in 1878. Douglas was
aWes Point graduate and a disabled veteran of the Civil War. He had spent sometimeinthe
Recongruction government of Texas and moved back to his hometown, Binghamton, New Y ork, to
open a hardware busness, which failed in 1877. Shortly thereafter, Douglas took out his patent on the
lenticular truss and entered into business with the new owner of the corrugated Metd Company of
Ead Berlin, Connecticut. It is not known where Douglas received the ingpiration for his patent; it may
have been as an engineering sudent a the U.S. Military Academy, dthough higtorian Victor Darnell
bdieves that Douglas developed his idess in Eagt Berlin without any knowledge of European usage or
earlier American patents (V. Darndll, "Lenticular Bridges from Eagt Berlin, Connecticut,” Industrial
Archaeology, v. 5 [1979], pp 19-27).

The Corrugated Metal Company had descended from a series of firms that had specidized in tinner's
tools and machines, and corrugated iron for buildings. When an entrepreneur named S C. Wilcox
took over the firm in 1877, it was on the verge of bankmptcy. Wilcox reorganized the company,
obtained the rights to Douglass bridge patent, and began building lenticular trusses. 1n 1883, Wilcox
renamed the enterprise the Berlin Iron Bridge Company.

(continued)
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In the late nineteenth century, dozens of engineers experimented with a wide variety of bridge desgns
and often unsuccessfully atempted to start bridge-building companies. Most of the new trusses proved
economicaly unfeasible or lacked strength and durability. The prosperity of the Berlin Iron Bridge
Company was unusua and relied on a combination of marketing savvy, engineering skill, and luck.

The keys to the firm's success were sixfold. Firgt, the degant lenticular design with its parabolic
chords combined the known gtrengths of an arch and a sugpension bridge; this eliminated the need for
heavy, expendve abutments. Second, the firm gpecidized in highway bridges, and thus could afford
to ignore the more demanding load requirements of the railroads. Third, the manufacturer trimmed
production cods by making a single type of truss that required a sst of dandard parts. Fourth,
sdesmen aggressively pursued contracts with neerby towns that were just beginning to replace older
wooden gructures with iron bridges. Fifth, with lower production, transportation, and erection codts,
the company could underbid many of its competitors from Boston, New York, and Philadephia. And
sixth, the company promised to erect bridges within 90 days  Guided by Wilcox's entrepreneurid
skill, the Berlin Iron Bridge Company's product, marketing technique, and price were designed to
goped to the sdectmen and bridge committees who purchased new iron bridges for the towns of New
England.

In the 1870s, a new iron truss bridge of subgtantid length cogt little more than a new wooden bridge.
When it came time to replace an older bridge that had been washed awvay in a flood, or had Smply
worn out, a town's citizens often chose to buy an iron truss rather than to continue the tradition of
hiring loca craftsmen to erect a wooden trestle or covered bridge.

A wooden bridge may have spanned the Housatonic River a the dte of the Golden Hill Bridge as
ealy as the 1790s. A 1796 map gopears to show a bridge near the present location. The earliet
written report of the Tuttle Bridge is in the 1863 edition of the Reports of the Town of Lee. Inthat
year, the sdectmen commented that the abutment nesded repairing. In 1866 the town paid T. D.
Thatcher, aloca millwright, to rebuild the bridge a& a cogt of $1,(X)0. The Golden Hill BridgeinLee
provided local farmers a convenient crossing of the Housatonic River to the main road between Lee
and Pittsfield to the North.

Loca newspapers often reviewed the conditions of the roads and bridges prior to town meetings. The
Vdley Gleaner, Le€'s newspaper, reported on April 1, 1885, that "The Tuttle [Golden Hill] bridge is
not avery sable affair and it is probable the town will s fit to make some gppropriation therefor
[sic]." Twenty years was an average lifespan for an uncovered wooden bridge, and it is probable that
the 1866 bridge had worn out.

The following week a Le€'s town meeting, Wellington Smith, a prominent citizen and owner of the

Smith Mill's Pgper Company, located downgream from the Golden Hill Bridge, mede the motion to
rase $2,000 to erect a "first dassiron bridge.” The town meeting pessed Smith's motion and the

(continued)
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sHectmen received the authority to enter into a contract with the bridge manufacturer they felt mod fit
to complete the work.

On April 22, 1885, only two weeks after the town meseting, a notice to bridge builders gopeered inthe
Vdley Gleaner:

Proposds will be received by the sdectmen of the town of Lee a their rooms in Lee, Mass,
on the first day of May next, a 2 o'clock p.m. for the building of a bridge of about 87 feet
gan and 14 feet width across the Housatonic River in said town.  Further information will be
given a that time.

The system of sdecting a builder favored those companies that hed local agents and could send
representatives to meat with the town officers on short notice.

J. A.L.Wadddl, a prominent nineteenth-century bridge engineer, charged that these informal meetings
ether led to collusion between corrupt bridge sclesmen and paliticians, or to the contract being let to
the sdesman who "impressed the mogt fasehoods upon the undergandings of the honest farmers,”

who a0 performed the duties of town officers. The result, according to Waddell, was usudly an
inferior and chegp sort of iron truss.

In New England, the Berlin Iron Bridge Company may have put to rest the doubts local officials hed
about choosing a manufacturer by building a reputation for inexpensive and well-designed bridges. On
May 1, 1885, a number of bridge builders gathered in the town officesto pitch their proposds to the
town sdectmen. On May 13, the newspgper announced that the sdectmen had dected to give the
contract to the Berlin company for $943, the lowest bid received.

Condruction began a once. The town hired a contractor to remove the old bridge, and the abutment
nesded only minor repairs. A loca stone mason, Patrick Sheg, received $24 for his labor. Shortly
thereafter, a constmction teeam arrived from Berlin by railroad with the bridge. According to Darnell,
the company had up to 30 erection crews that traveled the countryside during the spring, summer, and
fall laying the falsework and assambling the lenticular trusses. A medium-size goen such as the
Golden Hill Bridge could be in place within afew wesks On July 7, 1885, the new bridge opened
for travel after less than two months of work. The Valey Gleaner reported "[The Golden Hill Bridge]
is avery handsome and subgtantia stmcture and will prove a good investment for the town." The
total cost was $1,166.01, including the expense of lumber for the falsework and bridge deck.

An unusud feature of the Golden Hill Bridge was the "tensgon floor-line chord" that ran from the
footing of each end pog to the end post on the opposite bank. The Berlin Iron Bridge Company
probably hed begun adding the floor-line chord to some of its bridges in 1884. Douglas applied for a
patent for the floor-line chord in October of that year, stating that it resisted the effect of the wind or
other forces acting laterally againg the bridge. The longer lenticular tmsses, rardly wider than Sxteen

(continued)
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feet, proved susceptible to damage from wind and had been built more heavily as a precaution agangt
callapse. Douglas hoped that the floor-line chord, in combination with an inclined stmt or brace
mnning from the footing to the first joint in the lower chord in goans longer than the Golden Hill
Bridge, would lessen the cogt of bridge constmction by reducing the amount of materia requiredin
heavier members

The Golden Hill Bridgeisthe only of five remaining lenticular pony tmssinthe MHD Historic Bridge
Inventory that hes the floor-line chord. Darnell is skepticd that the chord sarved much of a stmctural
purpose, and claims that when Douglas combined the floor-line chord with the inclined stmt, such as

in the North Adams Bridge (HAER No. MA-109), he may have actualy reduced the tmsss latera
gtiffness. Darndl esimates that only about one-third of the Berlin Iron Bridge Company's tmsses

built after 1885 mede use of Douglas's ssoond patent.

Wesknessss in laterd stability were not the only reason for the decline of the lenticular tmss. Waddell
reported in 1916 that design and production flaws eventudly led engineers to regject the design:

The objections to the lenticular tmss are its want of economy of metal, the difficulty involved
in bracing the tmsses laterdly, and the extra expense in manufacturing due to the many
varying lengths of its main membas ... To the layman its gopearance may often be more
pleasing than that of the ordinary American bridge; but to the initiated engineer its evident
extravagance of materid and shopwork is sufficient cause for its condemnation.

In addition to engineering inefficiencies, by the mid-1890s mogt of New England's wooden bridges
hed been replaced, and the Berlin Company's business had dwindled. The builder phased out the
lenticular design in favor of more heavily congmcted Warren tmsses, but met with little success
Although the firm had sdleamen in the Midwest, the cost of transportation probably prevented the
lenticular tmsses from effectively competing againg other bridge manufacturers.  In 1900, the Berlin
Iron Bridge Company, dong with twenty five other regiona bridge mekers, merged with the American
Bridge Company.

The age of the automobile marked the beginning of the end for the lenticular tmsses. Not only did the
Berlin Company stop making the aestheticadly pleasing bridges, but many towns found thet their
bridge proved inadequete to increased traffic. Berlin built few tmsses wider than sixteen feet, and
fast-moving cars nesded wider dearances. According to Bemard Drew, a number of these narrow
bridges met their end when an auto or tmck rammed the end post (B. Drew, Spanning Berkshire
Waterways [Great Barrington, MA: Attic Revivas Press 1990]). Throughout the twentieth century,
ded and concrete bridges replaced lenticular trasses, which finally proved inadequate to the volume or
weight of modem vehicles.

(continued)
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The Golden Hill Bridge was arare survivor in the automobile age  Inthe 1940s, a developer built a
colony of low-cost ranch houses to the eedt of the bridge, significantly increasing the number of
automobiles crossing the tmss. Occasiond floods threatened the bridge, but amazingly little damege
occurred. In 1965, the Irving open ded grid deck was added; five years later, the Massachusetts
Highway Department replaced the bridge's dringers with sted I-beams and laid down an open ged
grid deck roadway. In 1990, repairs were meade to the guardrail, which had become loose, and an
additiona piece of meta was added to the grid deck to prevent ranoff from Golden Hill Road from
washing away the bridge abutments. Despite these dterations, the bridge's overal integrity hes
remained.

Today, the bridge shows sgns of weer, the end post cgps have cracked, and the pods themsdves
incline outward.

(end)
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(continued)
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Valey Gleaner, Printed weekly in Lee, MA, newspgper articles of
April 6, 15, 22, 1885
May 13, 1835
July 8,6 1835
July 15, 1835

(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description
Sz atached map.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The present nomination is limited to the bridge and its abutments, none of the surrounding land is
included in this nomination.

(end)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 93001592 Date Listed: 2/9/94

Golcien Hill Bridge Berkshire DM\
Property Name: County: State:

Mul'tiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i n accordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject t othefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Signature of t he Keeper Date of Action

Anended lItems i n Nomi nation:

The Area of Significance for this property i schangedt o
Engineering t oreflect theNational Register Criterion (C) under
which i ti snomnated and Transportation i sdeleted as an Area of
Significance. The SHPOconcurs i nthese changes and t he

nom nation i sofficially amended.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout nom nation attachment)
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relationship of integrity to significance
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Golden Hill Bridge Berkshire, 93001592
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
Photographs ()

X _USGS Map



CHRISTOPHER J. HODGKINS
4TH BERKSHIRE DISTRICT

Betsy Friedberg

Nov. 17,

Chairman
State Administration

1993

ROOM 34. STATE HOUSE
TEL. (617) 722-2320

DISTRICT OFFICE

RECEIVED" A

National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion :
80 Boylston St . NV24 19
Boston, M\ 02116

Dear Ms. Frieberg, MASS. HIST. COMM

| would like t ooffer ny enthusiastic support tothe Lee
Historical Comm ssion's bi dt ohave t he Golden Hill Bridge i n Lee
designated as an historic site ontheNational Register.

Built i n1885, the Golden Hill Bridge i stheoldest of five
lenticular pony truss bridges i nMassachusetts. |tsdesigni s
unique t othose five employing engineering techniques that were
sel dom used.

The bridge was patented by W Iliam Q Douglas i n1885 and
was built by theBerlin Iron Bridge Co. of East Berlin, CIT. The
abuttments areconstructed from iron carved out of theformer Lee

iron quarries.

In addition t oitshistoric characteristics,the

81-foot-long bridge
one of t henost scenic

appearance conplements many of t he ot her

buildings that Lee boasts.

It 1 sanarchitectural
of Leeanditsresidents. The bridge
nore than worthy of t he National

feature that
I sa source of pride thati s
Registry designation.

i san extremely handsome structure spanning
sections of t he Housatonic River.

[ ts

historic structures and

speaks t ot he heritage

| very much look forward t ot he Massachusetts Historical

Commi ssion's scrutiny of thetown's application. |
| f youhave any questions
please do not hesitate t ocontjit mne.

will onthedesignation.

matter,

concur

Si ne

amsure you
on this

GH WTGPHER J .
State Representa

Pnnted on Recycled Paper



December 22, 1993

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation form

Gol den Hill Bridge, Golden Hill Road, Lee (Berkshire County),
Massachusetts, 01238.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board
and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
The owner was notified of pending State Review Board
consideration 30-75 days before themeeting andwere affordedthe
opportunity t ocomment. Enclosed i sa letter from State
Representative Christopher J. Hodgkins, supportingthe

nom nation,

Sincerely,

RECEMED 413
Betsy 'Friedberg

National Register Director : 198
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion W, Uo )

enclosure

cc: Charlotte Davis & Mary Morrissey, LeeHistoricar Comm ssion
Dani el Soules, Chairman, LeeHistorical Comm'ssion-
Mi chael Swanson, Chief Engineer, MD
Joseph Dupont, Chairman, Lee Board of Sel ectmen
Georgia Massucco, Librarian, Leelibrary Association

Massachusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



