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17, DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
□ Excellent Good Q Foir

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated I I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
6f1 Altered I I Unaltered

(Check One)
n Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

S

The appearance of the "Seguin” has changed little through the years. The tug 
is 88* 1*'long, 19* 8” in the beam, has a depth of 9s5" and grosses 96 tons 
in weight. It has a shallow 12 foot draft ideally suited for river work.
The steam engine was replaced once in 1906. A new boiler was installed in 
19^. The 400 horsepower engine was capable of pushing the "Seguin" through 
the water at 12 knots. It could operate up to 50 hours without refueling. 
Minor improvements have been made on the deck during its 85 years of service, 
but the juniper knees and keep still remain. The original smokestack, whistl« 
and the famous three footed white rooster that was mounted on the pilot house 
were removed years ago.
The Bath Marine Research Society has taken the "Seguin" to Bath. Plans are 
being formulated to place it in build a roof over it.
At present the "Seguin" is tied up at the Bath Iron Works dock. It leaks, 
and must be pumped constantly.
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' The appearance of the "Seguin" has changed little through the years. The tug 
is 88• 1 11 long, 19' 8" in the beam. has a depth of 9:5" and grosses 96 tons 
in weight, It has a shallow 12 foot draft ideally suited for river work, 
The steam engine was replaced once in 1906. A new boiler was installed in 
1946. The 400 horsepower engine was capable of pushing the "Seguin" through 
the water at 12 knots, It could operate up to 50 hours without refueling. 
Minor improvements have been made on the deck during its 85 years of service, 
but the juniper knees and keep still remain. The original smokestack, whistl, 
and the famous three footed white rooster that was mounted on the pilot house 
were removed years ago. 
The Bath Marine Research Society has taken the "Seguin" to Bath. 
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PERIOD (Check One or Mote as ApproprIaloJ

□ Pre-Columbian I □ 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

_______________ _________________________________________

20th Century□ 18th Century 
gg 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEISI (It Appllceble and Known) BuUt 111 l88^

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 
□ Prehistoric 
n Historic 

n Agriculture 
[~| Architecture

□ Art
n Commerce 
I I Communications

□ Conservotion

r~l Education 
I I Engineering

□ Industry

I I Invention 
I I Landscape

Architecture 
n Literature

□ Military

□ Music

I I Political 
I I Religion/Phi.

losaphy 
I 1 Science 
1 I Sculpture 
I I Social/Human­

itarian 
□ Theater

Transportation

I I Urban Planning 
□ Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Named for Seguin Island in the Kennebec River, the tugboat was launched in 
Bath, Maine in 1884. For most of her career the tug operated out of Bath, 
and was used in her early days to tow four a?^ five masted sailing vessels 
as well as barges from the sea to various parts of the Kennebec River, 
During the latter stages of her working life the "Seguin” operated out of 
Belfast on Penobscot Bay (I95O-I969),
The "Seguin" also towed cargoes as far south as Norfolk, Virginia, as well 
as tending to oil tankers and destroyers.
The "Seguin" is the oldest steam operated tug in Maine and possibly in the 
country. She was considered to be a very reliable craft. She suffered 
through only one serious mishap, that being a collision with a submerged 
pier of the Richmond, Maine bridge. The "Seguin" had a four foot hole 
opened in her side, but divers patched this and the tug was quickly 
raised, repaired, and placed back in service.
The present 400 horsepo|(er engine was built by the Portland Company 6O 
^ears ago,
For many years the "Seguin’s" trademark was a large three-footed, white 
ifooden rooster perched on her pilot house. Over 40 years ago the rooster 
it&s mysteriously stolen. Many attempts have been made to locate the 
ooster, but no trace of it remains. /

For many years the tug had been the only one left on the Kennebec River, 
The "Seguin" has had four different owners during her colorful career.
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Named for Seguin Island in the Kennebec River, the tugboat was launched in 
Bath, Maine in 1884. For most of her career the tug operated out of Bath, 
and was used in her early days to tow four anp" five masted sailing vessels 
as well as barges from the sea to various parts of the Kennebec River. 
During the latter stages of her working life . the "Seguin" operated out of 
Belfast on Penobscot Bay (1950-1969). 
The t1Seguin 11 also towed cargoes as far south as Norfolk, Virginia, as well 

s tending to oil tankers and destroyers. 
The "Seguin" is the oldest steam operated tug in Maine and possibly in the 
ountry. She was considered to be a very reliable craft. She suffered 
hrough only one serious mishap, that being a collision with a submerged 
ier of the Richmond, Maine bridge. The "Seguin" had a four foot hole 
pened in her side, but divers patched this and the tug was quickly 
aised, repaired, and placed back in service. 
he present 4oO horsepoWer engine was built by the Portland Company 60 
ears ago. 
or many years the "Seguin's" trademark was a large three-footed, white 
ooden rooster perched on her pilot house. Over 4o years ago the rooster 
as mysteriously stolen. Many attempts have been made to locate the 
oo ster, but no trace of it remains. / 
or many years the tug had been the ont y one left on the Kennebec River. 
he "Seguin" has had four different o..lners during her colorful career. 
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TUGBOAT SEGUIN 

PILOT HOUSE LOOKING FORWARD 
FROM DOOR TO CAPTAIN'S SEA CABIN 



V) 

z 
0 

1-

u 
=> 
~ 

I­
V) 

z 

w 
w 
V) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER ·o F HISTO.RIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

·(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

Bath Marine Museum 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Bath 
STAT E: 

Pilot House - Tugboat II Seguin" 

STATE 

Maine 
COUNTY 

Sa adahoc 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

i .. 

, .. , . I 1' ' .. 

. i . ;-f 
'\'U 



TUGBOAT SEGUIN 

GALLEY LOOKING AFT AND TO PORT. 
SHOWS SINK AND POTABLE WATER PUMP. 
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TUGBOAT SEGUIN 

MAIN DECK FORWARD AS SEEN THROUGH THE· 
PILOT HOUSE WINDOW. 
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TUGBOAT SEGUIN 

ENGINE ROOM UPPER LEVEL 
LOOKING AFT AND SHOWING: 

CYLINDER HEADS 
ENGINE ORDER TELEGRAPH BELL 
MAIN GAUGE BOARD 
MAIN SWITCHBOARD 
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National Register of Historic Places  

Archivist note to the record 

Correspondence associated with 1969 documentation 
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National Register of Historic Places  

Archivist note to the record 

Correspondence associated with SEQUIN (tugboat), Sagadahoc County, Maine, National Register 
Reference Number #69000013 Requesting Removal of SEQUIN from National Register of Historic Places 

Dated August 3, 1990 



MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
55 Capitol Street 

State House Station 65 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

August 3, 1990 

Ms. Carol Schull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
P. o. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Carol: 

I am writing to request that the steam tugboat Seguin (NR 
12/2/69) be removed from the National Register of Historic Places. 

As outlined in Volume 12 No. 4 (1989) of the CRM Bulletin, the 
efforts made during the 1970s and early 1980s to save this historic 
vessel failed for a variety of reasons. An assessment made in 1987 
of the surviving fabric, therefore, led to the conclusion that 
documentation of the structure to HAER standards and the salvaging 
of select pieces was the only recourse left for it. This project 
has now been carried to completion. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

,,, 

hettleworth, Jr. 
toric Preservation Officer 

EGS/tls 




