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The appearance of the "Seguin™ has changed little through the years. The tug
is 88' 1' long, 19* 8" in the beam. has a depth of 9:5" and grosses 96 tons
in weight., It has a shallow 12 foot draft ideally suited for river work.,

The steam engine was replaced once in 1906. A new boiler was installed in
1946, The 400 horsepower engine was capable of pushing the "Seguin" through
the water at 12 knots. It could operate up to 50 hours without refueling.
Minor improvements have been made on the deck during its 85 years of seérvice,
but the juniper knees and keep still remain., The original smokestack, whistl
and the famous three footed white rooster that was mounted on the pilot house
were removed years ago.

The Bath Marine Research Society has taken the "Seguin" to Bath. Flans are
being formulated to place it in dryddck and build a roof over it.

At present the "Seguin™ is tied up at the Bath Iron Works dock. It leaks,
and must be pumped constantly.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Named for Seguin Island in the Kennebec River, the tugboat was launched in
Bath, Maine in 1884, For most of her career the tug operated out of Bath,
and was used in her early days to tow four ang five masted sailing vessels
as well as barges from the sea to various parts of the Kennebec River.,
During the latter stages of her working life the "Seguin" operated out of
Belfast on Penobscot Bay (1950-1969).

The "Seguin" also towed cargoes as far south as Norfolk, Virginia, as well
fas tending to oil tankers and destroyers.

The "Seguin" is the oldest steam operated tug in Maine and possibly in the
country. She was considered to be a very reliable craft, She suffered
through only one serious mishap, that being a collision with a submerged
pier of the Richmond, Maine bridge. The "Seguin" had a four foot hole
ppened in her side, but divers patched this and the tug was quickly
raised, repaired, and placed back in service,

The present 400 horsepoWer engine was built by the Portland Company 60
years ago.

For many years the "Seguin's" trademark was a large three-footed, white
wooden rooster perched on her pilot house. Over 40 years ago the rooster
was mysterlously stolen, Many attempts have been made to locate the
rooster, but no trace of it remains. .

For many years the tug had been the only one left on the Kennebec River.
The "Seguin" has had four different owhers during her colorful career,




Parker, William T., The Seguin, Down East, November, 1959 pp. 38-40

Newspaper article from The Republican Journal (Belfast, Maine) July 17, 1969
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