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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this [B“nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
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* nationally « statewide S'locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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CLOVIS ROBERT BLOCK
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X_private _X_building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE: stores
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Narrative Description

HAMPDEN. MASS.

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

NONE

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
VACANT

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE

walls BRICK
SHEET METAL

roof ASPHALT
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See attached continuation sheets.
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DESCRIPTION

The Ciovis Robert Block is asingle-building nomination of afour-story mixed use commercia
block a the comer of Main and Cabot Stregtsin the South Holyoke neighborhood. It wes

designed by noted Holyoke architect George P.B. Aldermanin 1881, and expanded under
Alderman'sdirection in 1!

The Robert block isfour ories tall, faced in common red brick with yellow cast gonetrim
finished to imitate tooled sandstone. The Main Streat devation is highly detailed with a broad
copper bay st between two masonry flanks and topped by a classical-style pressed metd comice.
(photo #1) The smpler devation on Cabot Strest maintains the brick wall and cagt donedetails,
topped by acontinuation of the pressed metd comice. (photo #2) Originally the building
contained two street-level storefronts a 74 and 78 Cabot Street, and three storefronts on Main
Street (listed as 338, 342, and 346 Main Street). The three upper floors contained gpartments for
fifteen families, acoessad from the street by three separate sairhall entries a 76 Cabot Street and
340 and 348 Main Stredt.

The footprint of the Robert Block followsthe lot line of the comer parcd on three Sdeswith no
sethack from the public sdewak on Main and Cabot Streets. The exposed side wall of the
building was formerly a party wall with an adjacent four-story building (ca. 1838) that
subsequently  burned and was demolished, (photo #1) The reer of the lot is partialy open to the
dley inorder to provide delivery aocessto the commercid goaoes and tenant aocessto thetwo
ranks of common reer porches, (photo #2)

At dreet leve, the two primary devations are defined by five modem commercid storefronts and
three entries to the common gpartment stairways. On Cabot Strest, both the storefronts have been
entirely reconfigured with modern brick infill extending from gradeto transom, modern windows,
recessad modem entries, and modem auminum signbands. On Main Street, the three storefronts
ae shdtered by the projection of ashingled pent roof overhang that supports modem back-lit
dgns. The comer storefront a 332 Main Streat hes been infilled with modem brick, an duminum
storefront door, and aluminum-framed display windows. The middlestorefront a 342 Main
remains a recessed entry with awood-panded surround, but a modem brick knew wall hides the
lower third of the cast iron columns and the display windows have been replaced with modern
units. Thethird storefront a 346 Main features arecessed entry with a modem commercia
duminum door. The cadt iron columnsthat framethe windows are still exposad adong with
remnants of apressed metd facing that protected the panded wood bulkhead below the windows.
Thetops of al the columns and the remains of the transom areaare hidden behind the pant roof
overhang.

The dredt leves entries to the three gpatment Sairways eech consst of asingle leaf door under s
andl transom. At 76 Cabot Stredt, the entry isdefined by abrick arch with msticated cagt one

(continued)
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soringersand keystone. The door is amodemfiush-panel door and the transom area hes been
blocked with plywood. At 340 Main Strest, the top of the entry isconceded under the pent roof
canopy. The door isaddaminated single light door with asolid pand in the transom area. At
348 Main Strest, the entry is recessed with apanded wood surroundflankedon one sSde by a cast
iron pilaster with avinemotif The modem single light door isst under asolid panded transom.

Abovethe first floor, the building isdivided architecturally into rhythmic masonry bays. There
are ven bays adong Cabot Street with afenestration pattem (from the aley to Main Street) of 3-
2-1-2-1-2-1, and three bays dong Main Strest with afenestration pattem of 4-4-4. The
shallowly-projecting middie bay on Main Strest is sheathed indull copper with eclectic details in
the Quean Anne style. Both dreat devations are united under a continuous brick entablature with
aprojecting metal comice supported by gamped meta brackets.

The primary elevation on Main Stret incorporates the original 1881 section as one-third of the
faBade and the expansion of 183 as the remaining two-thirds. The well-planned symmetry
maintains a grong visua congruity across both periods of congtruction with only subtle
differences between the components.

Above Main Street, the mogt prominent architectural festure isthe wide, three-story, projecting
center bay indulled copper with four windows a each upper floor. The shest metd spandrdsin
the centra bay are damped in afish-scal epattem as are the transom aress between the third and
fourth floor. The copper bay terminates in an daborate gebled molded metal comice with dentils
and modillions above adecorative metd frieze. The triangular pediment, executed in shest metd
features a prominent name block: "Ciovis Robert / 1888." Projecting brick piersflanksthe
copper bay from second story to comice.

The exterior masonry walls extend the depth of the Cabot Strest Side, wrap around the first third
of the Main Street devation, and then pick up the 1888 section beyond the center bay. The walls
are common red brick, overpainted a the first floor and heavily stained with soot ebove. Window
openings are defined by asingle continuous course of heeder brick running just below the cast
gonewindow sills & each level. Thetops of the windows are framed by segmentd arches of
glazed red brick with keysones of vermiculated yellow cagt gone (imitating ssndsone).  Yellow
cadt gone strong bands connect the beseof each ssgmented arch, adding definition to each floor.

The second floor windows on Main Street provide the only variation in the 1831 design. Ingeed
of the usud pattem of four window openings, the first bay of the second floor is fitted with two
three-part (Chicago-style) windows. The heeder course, cagt gonessill, and cagt sone band match
the gtandard detail, but the two window openings are defined by segmented jack archesin glazed
red brick with cagt gone springers and keygones. (Anecdotal evidence suggeststhat this unit on
the sscond floor was ussd as an officefor the commercid goecebelow.) .

(continued)
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Above the fourth floor windows runs a decorative brick frieze consisting of horizontal and
vertical brick bandsin soldier courses and toothed courses. Scrolled meta brackets under the
eaves support adegp overhang with aformed shest meta comice. Above the flat roofline are
three brick chimneys on the Cabot Strest Sde and two flanking the metal gable onthe Main Strest
dde

The rear devation isacomplex jumble of dements in multiple planes. The plain brick end wall
perpendicular to Cabot Stret hes adouble leafed entry under an arched brick transom, asingle
pair of windows on eech floor above, and asmple metd drip edge a the roofline. The U-shgped
rear section parale to Cabot Stret is hung with modem wooden porches connecting acrossthe
ar goace. The section pardle to Main Stret isbuilt out a grade leve with an infill section of
cinder block and modem brick that supports awooden gaircase to the porches above. The
exterior walls adong the porches are wood sheathing indeed of masonry. There is some evidence
that the wood was formerly protected by pressed meta cladding, but it is now covered by sheats
of modem panding. The narrow projecting end wall of the rear elevation is scarred by evidence
of an earlier adjoining building and features a single window sat adjacent to the flue on the third
and fourth floors.

The exposad sde wall of the Robert block perpendicular to Main Stregt isaformer party wall
shared with an adjacent four-story buiHding (Snce demolished), (photo #1) The mesonry is
marked with pockets to received floor framing, thimble openings that connected stovepipes to the
flue, and awhitewashed areathat was probably an air shaft between the buildings. There are no
windows or door openings and no evidence of aformer direct connection between the Robert
block and the adjacent structure. The flat roofline is cgpped with asmple metd drip edge.

Interior Description

The interior of the Robert Block hes been largely destroyed over the years as the commercia
goaceswere remodded and the gpartment configuration was adtered. The building hes been
vacat for anumber of yearsand dlowed to deteriorate. Ceilings, walls, and woodwork have
been heavily damaged by roof failure, water and ice, and colonies of vermin. The gpatments
have been trashed by squatters and walls have been demolished by vandds seeking to salvage
plumbing and heating materids.

The first floor commercid areaes have been fully modernized with sheetrock partitions, masonite
paneling, modern display windows, drop ceilings, wall-to-wall carpeting, and vinyl floor
covering. Some of the interior walls have been removed to combine adjacent goaces Other walls
have bean inserted to creste offices and service arees

(continued)
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Thethree interior daircasssthat servethe gpartments above are modtly intact, but heavily
vanddized and covered with multiple coats of leed paint. The gair a 76 Cabot Street (dating
from 1881) isvery smple and represents atypical back stair of asecondary sde of the building
with little architectura detail. Theorigina main stair & 340 Main (0. 1831) is more daborae
with abroad stairhall, direct windows, panded wainscoting, turned bausters, molded handrail,
and newd pods. There isasmdl changein floor level connecting the stairhall to the 1888
expanson. Thethird daircase & 348 Main isasmpler design, but aso features tumed bauders
and newd pogts, amolded handrail, and panded wainscoting. Portions of the third stair are
soorched and crackled from the heet of afire inthe adjacent building.

Within the units, the quality and condition offinishesvaries dramatically and all the interior
surfaces show high concentrations of leed paint. Onthe Cabot Street sde of the building, meny
of the interior walls have been completdly stripped of plaster and lath and many of the ceilings
have been pulled down. Virtually all of thewindow and door casings were pulled off duringa
previous remodding and replaced with pine flat gock. Onthe Main Street Sde, some of the
plaster walls remain, along with molded wood basgboards and stock windows and door surrounds
fromthe late 19" century.

There are afew remaining examples of singled-glazed wood window ssehin 1/1, 2/2, and 6/6
configurations, but not enough to discem the original design intent. Since many of the windows
ae not properly sized for the frame, it isdso possible that they were salvaged from other
tenement properties. Apartment entries and interior doors have been destroyed throughout the
building, but there are afew painted four-pand doors inthe 1831 section and some five-panel
doors in the 1888 section. The kitchens and baths are demolished throughout. Unit floors, where
visible under piles of debris and later coverings, are either pine boards or modem plywood.

Documented Alterations

Holyoke Building Department permits from 1921 to the present record very few changesto the
block since itscompletion in 1888, athough there may have been some changeswithout permits.
Under the first recorded permit (August 19, 1940), filed by the Edtate of Emile Wilson, swinging
doors were ingtaled inthe first floor vestibule & 76 Cabot Street, the principa entranceto the
goatments. Under a subsequent permit in Jenuary 1969, owners Liondl and S Nadeau, S. spent
$75,000 to upgrade the dwelling units. The architect for that work was listed as Kennco
Asociates. An additional $8,000 was oent for interior gpartment dterations in 1971. An
interior office was remodded with shegtrock and pandling in 1978 a& acost of $1,500 afid $50
was goant the same year to "replace windows with wall."

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Park Sennce

National Regigter of Higoric Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number——Z Page 1 Ciovis Robert Block
' H»ly»lrp (TTimpHon~* M A

On the exterior, all of the sorefrontswere partialy infilled with brick and new display windows,
probably around 1969-71 when the gpartments were lagt remodded. On the Man Street elevation,
the transom area (including the signband and comice) was covered with a pent roof and shingled

overhang.

The gpatment interiors show evidence of this remodeing, with shegtrock overlays and partitions,
relocated passage doors, modified acoess patterns, and some updated hegting sysems. The
pressed metd ceilings in the updtairs gpatments were mogt likely removed a the same time.
(They are noted on the 1951 Sanbom Insurance map, updated to 1941.)

The adjacent four story building a 350-352 Main Stret (probably congructed a the same time as
the expangon to the Robert block in 1888) was demolished after a fire, exposing a structural
brick party wall devoid of windows on the sde of the Robert block. Brick repairs were mede to
the upper wall and pargpet on the sde of the Robert block to stabilize the area after the adjacent
building was demolished (ca. 1980).

Current Condition

The Ciovis Robert Block hes been vacat for many years and isinvery poor condition. The
geneard form and character of the building is intact, but many of the details are obscured or
damaged. The cagt sone of the 1888 section isa particular problem. The materid iscrumbling
and spalling throughout, while the cast gone in the 1881 section ssams to have weethered much
better.

On Main and Cabot Stredts, the street-level storefronts have bean built out and heavily remodded
svad times. A few of the earlier cadt iron storefront details are visible dong Main Street, but
their condition cannot be evauated until the later materid isremoved.

The basic layout of the gpatments and the three gairways remain intact, but the gpartments arein
adate of partid demolition due to deferred maintenance, long-term moisture penetration, lack of
heet, multiple pigeon colonies, and rampant vandalism. Mogt of the window saeh are missing or
broken and virtually all of the interiorfini shesare heavily dameged. The kitchens and baths were
degtroyed by vandds savaging metd plumbing pipes arid fixtures. Mogt of the gpartment walls
have ben literaly demolished by squatters and vandds, and all of the units have been "trashed."
Thetwo upper floors have dso been heavily dameged by water pouring infrom the roof and then
freezing.

While the condition of the Robert Block isnot good, alocal community deve opment
organization is proposing to rehabilitate the building in order to improve bousing quality, reduce
crime, and gem the decline of the neighborhood.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are recorded on the Ciovis Robert Block property, dtes
may be present. Six Stesare located in the generd area(within one mile), mogt dong the current
shordline of the Connecticut River and its floodplain. Current and paeoenvironmentd attributes
of the block do not uniformly represent favorable locational characteristics (dope, soil drainage,
digance to wetlands) for ancient Native American stes. The Ciovis Robert Block is located on a
level to moderately doping riverineterrace. Natura soil types and characterigtics in the area have
been obscured or destroyed by urban devdopment. Wetland resources, represented by the First
and Second Level Cands are located within 1000 feet of the property, however, both waterways
ae manrmade  Issuesof integrity are dso present that prohibit the survival of any cultural
resources on the property. Construction of the building, which hes a besament and covers nearly
the entire block, would have destroyed any resourcesthat were present. Given the above
information, alow potentia exists for recovering both ancient Native American and historic
resources on the nominated property.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE

__ A Property is associated with events that have made a ARCHITECTURE

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction.

1881-1952

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

ignificant Dates
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) Sig

_ 1881.1888
Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for

religious purposes. L
Significant Person

B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
D acemetery. N/A

C a birthplace or grave.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property. Architect/Builder

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance ALDERMAN. GEORGE P. B.
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

X_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 X_ State Historic Preservation Office

CFR 67) has been requested HPCA # 7850 Other State agency
_ previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

previously determined eligible by the National _ Local government

Register University

_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:

#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ciovis Robert Block isafour-story, mixed-use, commercia building erected in 1881 a a
prominent corner location in downtown Holyoke, Massachusetts, and expanded under the same
owner and architect in 18388. Despite abandonment, vandaism, and commercid remodding, the
Robert Block retains the essentid integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship,
fedling, and association. It meats Criterion A @ the locd leve for its association with the French-
Canadian immigrant population of Ward 2 (South Holyoke), and for its visua and socid
significance assodated with aperiod of repaid industrial development in Holyoke. The Robert
Block dso meats Criterion C a the loca leve as aprime example of the early work of noted
Holyoke architect George P.B. Alderman.

Criterion A

Holyoke isaplanned industrial community developed by the Hadley Fals Company in the late
1840s dong a sysem of three power candsfed by the adjacent falls of the Connecticut River. It
weas incorporated as atown in March 1850 with a population of gpproximately 3,700. Asaresult
of rapid industrial growth and the migration of workersto itstextile and pgpar mills, Holyoke
received acity charter in 1873, with a population of approximately 13,000.

The neighborhood of South Holyoke (Ward 2) isbounded by Appleton Street, South Street, the
Second Level Cand, and the Connecticut River. Main Street was the earliest thoroughfare in the
industrial community, athough mog of the downtown commercid development eventudly took
place dong High Street, which runs parald abovethe first level cand. Development of Main
Strest between Sargeant and Cabat began inthe late 1870sand afire station was congtructed on
Main Stregt near Sargeartt in 1874 to protect nearby mills and wooden tenements. Mogt of the
commercid district was built up during the late industria period of 1880-1910, when therewasa
magjor effort to improve tenement housing and reduce firerisks. In the 1910s, many of the Main
Stregt parcdsin the middle of each block were still owned by the Holyoke Water Power
Company and remained vacant.

The Robert Block is significant for its historic association with the French-Canadian population
of Ward 2 in South Holyoke, and for its contribution to the early development of the
neighborhood. French-Canadian migration to Holyoke began in the late 1850sin regponseto the
need for textile workers & the Lyman Mills. This represented the third wave of workers
employed inthe planned industrial community, following the initial influx of Yankees and the
larger influx of Irish immigrants.

(continued)
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French-Canadian immigrants first settled in Ward 4, dong High Stregt to the Connecticut River.
By the late 1860s, they were moving into Ward 2 (South Holyoke), between the first and sscond-
level cands. Precious Blood Roman Catholic Church, built in 1869, was Holyoke's first French-
goeeking parish. It sood a Cabot and Eagt Streets, one block away from Main, but was dosed
and demolished inthe 1990s

French-Canadian immigration dowed as aresult of the Panic of 1873, but picked up again in the
Spring of 1879 with a sudden retum to economic prosperity. According to Peter Haebler's
dissertation on the French-Canedians in Holyoke, the pegk years of new French-Canadian
immigration to Holyoke, which closaly followed the New England economic cycle were 1880-83,
1886-93, and 1895-1900. After 1900 the movement of French-Canadians to New England fell of f
sharply.

Predominantly employed as textile workers, French-Canadians comprised aquarter of Holyoke's
total population by 1885, and held 70% of the jobs inthe textile mills. The Robert Block was
congtructed during these years of heavy French-Canadian migration into Holyoke, and the first
portion of the Robert Block may have bean partialy aregponseto the pesk yearsof 1830-83.
The sscond portion of the building, which completed its current gppesrance in 1888, may reflect
the peek years of 1886-93; the ending date of which corresponds with the Panic of 1893, ancther
economic downturn.

In addition to the three storefronts dong Main Street and two on Cabaot, the expanded Robert
Block housed fifteen families on the upper three floors. Housing for mill workerswas
chronically tight in Holyoke during the lagt two decades of the 19" century, and the Robert Block
offered a safer and hedlthier altemative to the older and more crowded wooden tenements.

The Robert Block on Main Strest is particularly associated with the life of Ciovis Robert, a
pioneering French-Canadian who cameto Holyoke among the first wave of Quebecois
immigrants in 1872. Bom in Chamblay, Quebec, in 1838, he became "one of the best known of
the French pioneer settlers inthe city [of Holyoke]." Inan 1899 newspaper articleon "Holyoke's
Rich Men," Robert was listed as the richest men in Ward 2, worth over $75,000.

Robert's working career began in New Haven, Connecticut, where he moved in 1854 to leam the
trade of blacksmithing. He moved to Cdiforniafor seven years, retumed to Canadato marry in
1863, and then moved to Holyoke in 1872. For many years he was the foreman of the blacksmith
shop of the Merrick Thread Company, four blocks south of where he built the Robert Block.

As s00n as he arrived in town, Robert embarked on aseriesof red esate ventures, in some casss
purchasing building lots for devdopment. Heis said to have urged hisfellow French-Canadians
to save up their money and do the same. Robert's own experience demondrated that red edtate
ownership was an opportunity for French-Canadian immigrantsto achieve sucoess inthe broader
community.

(continued)
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Robert never sought political office, but was an active Republican and served two terms as one of
the city red edate agentsfor the Holyoke & Westfield Railroad, whose tracks ran aong the west
bank of the Connecticut River through South Holyoke. According to his obituary, Robert
belonged to the Mt. Tom Lodge of Masons, and was an early member of the First Congregational
Church inHolyoke. Hisother red estate holdings have not yet bean documented.  According to
Ciovis Robert's 1909 obituary, the Robert Block, was "perhapsthe best known of the many
buildings that he built of bought.” Two years before his death, Robert sold the Robert Block to
his son-in-law Dr. Fdlix J. Cloutiere, who owned it until sometime after 1911.

Criterion C

The Robert Block was desgned for local entrepreneur Ciovis Robert in 1831 by Holyoke
architect George P.B. Alderman and expanded under the same owner and architect in 1888.
Alderman was Holyoke's best-known architect a the end of the 19*' century and beginning of the
20" century. Born in Granby, CT, he moved with his parentsto Holyoke in 1879 and worked
with his father to leam the carpenter'strade. Not content with being a carpenter, he entered the
office of Holyoke architect James A. Clough.

After five yearswith Clough, Alderman moved to Chicago to teke ajob with architect Cass
Chapmean, but retumed to Holyoke in 1885 to gpen his own firm. When he wes later joined by
his brother, Henry Holcomb Alderman, the firm was renamed George P.B. Alderman ad
Company.

During his long career. Alderman designed hundreds of buildings, mostly in Holyoke, but soin
New Bedford and Fal River, MA, and New Britain, CT. Hiscommissons included numerous
churches, rectories, schoals, hotdls, theetres, fraternal halls, commercid buildings and
gpatments, mills, and numerous private residences, many of them in the City of Holyoke.- Heis
said to have designed literally hundreds of tenements and gpartment blocks in Holyoke and
vicinity.

The Robert Block is one of Alderman’s earliest designsfor acommercid gpatment block and
one of the few remaining Alderman buildings on Main Street. The building was begun in 1881 &
the corner of Main and Cabot dreets and subsequently extended to its current form in 1888 by
expanding the building dlong Main Street. Water Department records indicate that the water was
turned on for the building on May 18, 1881. However, Robert's obituary of November 29, 1909
in the Holyoke Daily Transcript notesthat "In 1882 he built the first part of the block & the
corner of Main and Cabot dreets and hefinishedup the work in 1888."

While the original design of the Robert Block as built in 1881 isfairly simple, the expanded block
as completed in 1838 closely echoes Alderman's origina design for the Tilley Block a 273-279
Main Strest in Holyoke (MHC #194, erected in 1887, but remodded in 1913). Both buildings

(continued)
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were four gories tall with the primary eevation divided into three bays. The centra bay on both
buildings was a bowed four-part window with shest meta fi sh-scal esshingle pattems in the
transom aress between the stories. Both bayswere dso crowned with agabled pediment that
enclosed aname and date block.

The similarity of thetwo buildingsis probably not accidentd. If Ciovis Robert admired the
recently constructed Tilley Block on neerby High Street, he dso mede life eeder for the architect.
Alderman was able to develop acoherent design with the 1838 addition with the centra bay
masking thejoining of the older and new portions of the building. The 1881 portion endswhere
the centrd copper sheat metd centra bay begins. Thismiddie section of the building and the
adjacent masonry bay were added in 1888 and resulted in the building's current symmetrica
faBade. While the Robert Block retains its coherent 1888 gppearance, the companion Tilley
Block was redesigned in 1913 with acompletely new brick and tile Beaux Arts faBade. It wes
renamed the Childs Block when Thomas Childs moved his shoe store from 210 High Street.

Alderman's pride in the Tilley Block design isreflected in his 1894 presentation booklet
"Architecture Through a Camerd' inwhich he devoted afull pegeto describing the Tilley Block,
(based on an April 6, 1888 article inthe Holyoke Transcript): "Rising four stories high, the center
isone immense bay window, shegthed in dull copper, an innovation in building much affected
and admirably by CC. Kelly [alocd shest metd firm]." Itisdear that the Robert Block's
current gppearance is a successful expangon of the original 1881 design and that the sheet-metd
center bay was directly inspired by the 1837 Tilley Block.

The Robert Block represents Alderman's early career and is one of severa buildings designed
between 1885-1893 inthe Itdianate, Romanesque, and Queen Anne styles. Alderman's mature
designsof the late 189051910 were inpired by the Beaux Arts and Renaissance Revivd «
movements, but he gradually embraced simpler and toned-down classicd motifs after 1910.
Severd inventoried commercia blocks in Holyoke represant the progress of Alderman's career
and his exploration of thevarious reviva styles:

HLY-88 181-183 High &., Taber Building - 1870/Itdianate style (renovations)
HLY-95 281 High &, ca. 1870-85 / Romanesue style with date mansard roof
HLY-97 341 -343 High &, Rigali Bldg. - 1837/ Romanesgue & Quean Anne
HLY-324 338-348Main &, Richard Block - 1881,1888 /Queen Anne,
Classical

HLY-100 324-326 High ., Guyotte Block-1892/Romanesque style
HLY-522 907 Hampden &., Highland Block - 1893/ Victorian Gothic style
HLY-717 37 Franklin &., &. John Block - ca 1896/ Quean Annestyle

(continued)
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Only two inventoried buildings in Holyoke represent Alderman's ornate neo-classical designs

e HLY-94 259 High &., Steiger Block - 1899/ Beaux Arts style
e HLY-335 449-461 High K., Friedrich Block - 1908 /Rendissance Reviva and
Neoclassical [NR pending]

Three of Alderman's other classicaly-inspired commercia buildings in Holyoke have not
survived:

e LeClair & Choiniere Block (razed) a the corner of Cabot and Essex Streats.
e L.A. LaFrance Block (razed) on Appleton Street
e Brueck Block (razed) a the comer of Main and Cabot Streats.

Alderman's commissions after 1910 show a more restrained use of classica omament. The
Richmond (MHC# 272), 462-464 Maple Street, isthe only gpartment block attributed to
Alderman after 1910. Another commercia block a 273-279 High Strest (MHC# 194,
congtructed 1913) exhibitsasimplified classica design inblond brick with terra cotta trim.
While the terra cotta comice and trim isrichly surfaced, the fafade of this block isquite plain and
flat. Alsofinishedin blond brick with terra cottatrim isthe commercid block a 316 High Street
(MHC# 337, congtructed 1917), asmilar simplified classica design with a decorative terracotta
cornice. Thecommercid block a 316 High Street and the industria building a 92 Race Strest
(MHC# 277, congtructed 1923), are examples of Alderman's moveto the early 20" Century
Commercid Style, with flat wall surfaces, contrasting flat pands, chevrons, and other geometric
designs setting of f bays floors, or openings within flat wall surfaces.

Context Evaluation for area surrounding the Ciovis Robert Block

Within the context of South Holyoke, the Ciovis Robert Block isone of the few remaining

commercid blocks on Main Streat dating from the economic boom of 1880-1910. During that
period, the Main Street corridor of Ward 2 became an important commercid and entertainment
area serving athriving neighborhood of Irish, French-Canadian, German, and Polish residents.

The commercid devedopment of Main Street followed Holyoke's great industrial expangion of
1870 and 1885, when the incressed demand for mill Stes and waterpower resulted in expansion
of the cand system. In 1877 there was little commercid development on Main and most of the
cross dreets and intersections were occupied by athin scattering of wooden business blocks and
wood-frame tenements. The one extant building on Main Stret from that early period isthe
Holyoke Fire Station #2 (MHC# 55, congructed 1874) & 452 Main Street. The fire tation (now
vacant) was built to addressthe high risk of fire resulting from the number of wooden buildings
in South Holyoke.

(continued)
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Because Holyoke was a planned industeia community, the Holyoke Water Power Company held
mogt of the vacant land and could rdeese it for development as nesded. The middle of each of
the four blocks on the lower sde of Main Strest remained vacant into the 1910s The lagt mgjor
building congtructed on Main Street in South Holyoke isHoly Trinity Gregk Orthodox /church
(MHCH# 56, condructed 1916-17) & 410 Main Street. ItisaByzantine Reviva sructure designed
by New York architect, Kryiakas Kafasand situated on land formerly held by the Holyoke Water
Power Company.

The upper sde of Main Street was developed with arow of business blocks, mogtly 34 dories
tall. The largest and most imposing blocks built during the 1870-1910 period included the Ciovis
Robert Block a 338-348 Main Strest (built 1881, 1888), presented in this nomination, and the
Friedrich Block (1908) a 449-461 Main Strest (comer Sargeant). Three other large blocks have
ben torn down: thefive-storyCharles Brueck Block a 330-334 Main Stregt (now ages gation),
the four-story Curran Block a Main and Sargeant (now undevel oped), and the Vincent Block
(1870-77) a the corner of Main and Cabot (dso undeveloped). The two-block area of Main
between Sargeent and Cabot, formerly held two other Alderman-designed blocks:. the five-story
Cloutier Block (1897) a 351 Main Street (now undevel oped), and the adjacent Marcotte Block a
349 Main Stret (reduced from five to three stories in 1985).

In 1991 the Holyoke Office of Community Development developed an areatinventory form for
"The Has'South Holyoke" which suggested that commercid buildings in the 200-300 blocks of
Main Strest near Cabot might be included in an expanded Nationa Regigter historic district.
However the recommendation was later withdrawn since o many of the buildings in this area
have subsequently been abandoned, demolished, or dameged by fire (Ann Sinclair, Persond
Communication, 2001).

COMMERCIAL TENANT HISTORY

The early commercid use of the Robert Block isnot well documented. There are no reverse
Holyoke city directorieswith anumerica listing by sreet and building addressuntil 1915. A
aurvey of the budness listingsin Holyoke directoriesfrom 1881-1915 did not immediately
identify commercid tenants a this location.

The earliest (1884) Sanborn insurance mgp indicates that the building was owned by "C. Robert,"
but does not specify the commercid tenants. The revised Sanborn mgp of April 1839 indicates
that the Robert Block housad afurniture sore (Sainte Marie and Charest), a boot and shoe store
(Antoine Marcotteand Co.), and asmal millinery establishment. These French-Canadian owned
tenant businesses are not surprising, since the building was owned by acompatriot, Ciovis
Robert, and the areaaround Main Strest and Cabot Street was heavily French Canadian. Thefirst
French Catholic church in Holyoke, the Church of the Precious Blood, was located only a block
south of the Robert Block a Cabot and Park Street.

(continued)
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By 1895 the Robert Block still housad aboot and shoe store, with 346 Main Street and 78 Cabot
given as the address. The firm was M. King and Company, and it gppears that this busness
occupied all the commercia goace on the ground floor.

The tenants in the building are eeder to track once reverse city directories are available. Between
1916 and 1940, city directories indicate that the major commercia tenant in the Block was J.
Philias Rodier, who operated a men's furnishings store a 338 Main. A similarly long-lived
commercid tenant was Harry M. Green, who operated aredaurant a 344 Main. By 1940,
Green's restaurant had been bought or taken over and wes listed as D. Peterson's restaurant.

The mogt gable commercid tenant was the E.D. Wdls and Company hardware store. First listed
in 1916, thiscompany remained in the Robert Block for over S0 years. Between 1960 and 1965
its name was changed to the Wels Fumiture Company, and by 1970 was no longer acommercid
tenant.

A smadl professiond office, that of Delor |. Beaupre, an M.D., was located & 340 Main Street. In
the 1920 city directory. Dr. Beaupre listed 340 as both his home and office, which was one the
ssoond floor of the Robert Block. In the 1930 directOty, Beaupres goacewes listed as the office
of RA. Manseau, aFrench-Canadian dentist. Dr. Beaupre was still practicing in the
neighborhood in 1950 with an officea 339 Main Stredt, half ablock eedt.

By 1981 the decline of Holyoke's industries resulted in asurplus of commercid goecein its
downtown and an increase in community action programs. Commercid tenants in the Robert
Block for that year were Economy Insurance Agency of Holyoke, Inc. a 338 Main, South
Holyoke Devdopment Corporation a 344 Main, and Community and Regiona Opportunity
Program, Inc. & 346 Main.

RESIDENTIAL TENANT HISTORY

The residentid tenants in the Robert Block were predominantly French-Canadian from the early
1900s through the early 1940s, and gpproximately half the residentia tenants had French
aunameseven in the 1950 city directory. In addition, mogt of the tenants in the Robert Block
worked in the immediate neighborhood a busnesses and indudtries in the Main Streat area of
South Holyoke. For example, in 1916 one renter was Eugtache Bdanger, arubberworker, a block
and ahaf avay a 189 Pak Strest. Bedanger was till atenant & Robert in 1920, but hed
departed by 1930. Jgphet Pelland, ancther tenant, worked for the William Skinner and Sonssilk
mill. Hewas ligted in the 1916, 1920, and 1930 city directoriesas living & a Robert Block

apartmen.

Thetrend of living a the Robert Block and working locally for Holyoke busnessesin the area
continued despite the fact that automobile became more common, and World War [l could'have

(continued)
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been predicted to have causad changes. Many tenants could walk to work. In 1940, two tenants
were Arthur Sicard, aseder for the Chemica Pgpar Manufacturing Co., and Albert Roberge, a
puncher a the American Thread Company, located only four blocks farther dong Main Street. In
1950 Rene Charest was a machinery operator a the Hadley Mills, Inc., Raymond J. Downing, a
brakeman for the Boston & Maine Railroad, Richard Nimchick, ashipper a National Bland
Book, and Lawson C. Wilson, amachine operator for Pd Blade Company. The latter three were
still living a the Robert Block in 1955 and Sicard did not move for ancother decade.

The first two Higpanics to rent gpartmentsin the Robert Block are listed in 1965, as Fdix R.
Rivera and Juan Rivera. Both men worked as machine operators a Sonoco Products. By 1970,
Luis Urbina, acutter & Brown Company, and Jose Cardoza and Jose Rodriguis rented gpartments
a the Robert Block, the lagt two with no occupation listed inthe city directory. By 1981, the last
year for which there isareverse city directory, nine out of 13 rentersin the Robert Block hed
Hispanic surnames.

BUILDING OWNERSHIP

In 1907, Ciovis Robert transferred the Robert Block to his son-in-law. Dr. Felix J. Cloutier.
Robert died in 1909, and Cloutier still owned the building in 1911. No permits were taken out for
the Robert Block until 1940, by which timethe building was part of the Emile Wilson estate. The
next permit was taken out by owners Liond Nadeau, S. and S Nadeau in 1969. In 1971, the
owner was Ored Rainault. By 1979 the owner was John Guiel, whose addresswes listed as 70
Market Street in Northampton. The predominance of French-Canadian sumames indicates how
remarkably stable the South Holyoke areawas up through the early 1970s

REHABILITATION PLANS

After many years of vacancy, vandaism and neglect, the Ciovis Robert Block is scheduled for
tax-advantaged rehabilitation to itsorigina mixeduse  Current owners, Puarta de la Esparanza
L.P. planto completdy rehabilitate the building according to the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards. The first floor will be marketed as commercid goacefor threeto five tenants serving
neighborhood needs. The upper floorswill be configured as asmadl rental officeand 14
resdentia gpartments, with one-, two-, and three-bedroom units.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The parcd shown outlined in pencil on the accompanying plat mgp 028-03-012 in the City of

Holyoke, consisting of aparcd measuring 825 feet frontingMain Stregt by 100 degp fronting
Cabot Street.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary includes only the legd parcd described above which is historically associated with
the nominated building.

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS
#1 View facing northeast showing Main Street faBade. February 11, 2001

#2 View facing southwest showing Cabot Stret side. February 11, 2001
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Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:

Ciovis Robert Block, 338-348 Main Street, Holyoke (Hampden), MA
HPCA #7850
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Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
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to comment.
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