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Use: Present d w e l l i n g 

Original dwel l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c i rca 1850 

Source s t y l i s t i c analys is , Simond's  

Style I t a l i ana t e (Tuscan) L i s t 

Architect Kenelum Baker, bui lder 

Exterior Hall Fabric f lushboard, scored 

Outbuildings two single-bay garage s//i/( 

Major Alterations (with dates) balustrade  

of veranda replaced; date unknov/n 

Condition Very Good 

Moved no Date 

Acreage .17 ^orft 

Setting Suburban r e s i d e n t i a l nuti^irjo 

tov/n center. 

Recorded by Carol E l y , Frank Curtis  

Organization Winchester H i s t o r i c a l Com  

Date 1/79; rev, by H. White lO/S"? 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Parker House i s a rare l o c a l example of the I t a l i a n v i l l a s tyle 
as i t was miniatur ized f o r smaller dwel l ings . Therefore the Parker House 
meets Cr i t e r ion C of the Nat ional Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Parker House i s a T-plan I t a l i a n a t e residence designed i n the 
"Tuscan v i l l a " mode of the mid-nineteenth century. I t i s a type usual ly 
associated w i t h more elaborate examples than t h i s modest residence. The 
"Tuscan v i l l a " mode was popularized by the publ ica t ions of A . J . Downing, 
and was considered appropriate f o r the scenic r u r a l landscape. The_ 
Parker House stands on higher groiond ju s t west of the town center; i t s 
early occupants no doubt enjoyed picturesque views from the house's 
cupola. 

The Parker house i s flushboarded and.scored i n an attempt to simulate 
ashlar masonry. Windows are s i x -ove r - s ix throughout, w i t h those on the 
lower story of the facade being f u l l - l e n g t h . The entrance i s o f f s e t to 
the r i g h t of the three-bay facade. A three-sided veranda w i t h c u r v i l i n e r 
posts encircles the lower s to ry . The porch f r i e z e , eaves, and cupola are 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comHinity. 

The f i r s t owner of the house was L. Baker, v/ho resided there from 
185^ to 1864, and may have been re la ted to the bu i lde r , Kenelum Baker. 
The second owner of the house was Andrew A l l i s o n , a Boston businessman 
employed at Chaffee, A l l i s o n & Company, a t 10 South Market, Boston. 
A l l i s o n l i v e d i n the Parker House from I865-I9OO. The next occupant,: 
Dr. John French, resided i n the house from I9OI - I 9 I 8 , and used the 
ground f l o o r as h is medical o f f i c e s . The Parker f a m i l y assumed ov/nershio 
i n 1919. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Maps 
Winchester Town Directories 

8/85 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
Winchester 

Form No: 
220 

Property Name: parker House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE continued, 

embellished with a simple scallopped moulding.. The windows and 
entrance door are set beneath l a b e l mouldings, which consist ol 
simple applied wooden omament. There are paired s c r o l l brackets 
at the eaves. A square cupola with rovmd-headed window openings and 
smaller scale paired brackets s i t s atop the house. 

The Parker House stands on a s i t e elevated somewhat from the 
street; the property i s delineated by a fieldstone r e t a i n i n g w a l l 
w ith a granite capstone. 

The builder of the Parker House was Kenelum Baker, a l o c a l 
builder whose own house i s located at k Norwood Street (1856, #386). 
Baker also did the plans and specifications f o r the Adams School, 
(1857, demolished) which stood on Swanton Street, near the comer of 
Washington Street. 

Staple to Inventory nform at bottoin 
* 4 W 9' n 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Parker House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Winchester MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/22/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/06/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000628 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

coimpri WAIVER: N 
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
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DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
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context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 
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