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The historic name for the property "Peachfield" is very well establishes 
in NJA 21:11*0, lp.2, k!3.

The present structure, JL72S-1732, is the second house on the property od 
300 acres at Peachfield purchased by Henry Burx by deed dated June 10, 169; 
from Helena Skene, widow and executrix of John Skene of Peachfield.

The foundation of an earlier house on the property, built by John Skene : 
Deputy Governor of the Province of West Jersey is visible and is presumably 
of the one first occupied by the Burr family.

George DeCou in The Historic Rancocas says;"It measures sixty feet in 
length and is pleasantly located on a knoll commanding a beautiful view of 
the countryside. Burr's road was surveyed in 1852, at which time it was a 
lane leading to the Burr homestead. The outstanding feature of the mansion 
is a huge fireplace in the .western room which measures 10 feet k inches».» 
Most unfortunately, the house was burned in September of 1929. The roof anc 
all the interior woodwork was destroyed."

In 1931 Mr. and Mrs. Norman Barker bought t&Q property and engaged m 
Brognard Oakie to plan a complete restoration, ^e house was restored on rn 
its original foundation and remaining stone walls. Two recent written state 
ments by two persons (Pickard and Jtkinson) who worked on the restoration 
in 1932 stated that the west stone wall with chimney and the large fireplace . 
remained standing>-The middle firejhlace and part of the chimney were intact.*71 

The other three stone walls remained standing, however the upper sections 
had fallen into the center of the gutted house, the fallen stones were sal 
vaged for the restoration. v

This two story house fronts to the south. There is presently a room on 
each side of the center hall and a wing off the rear of the east room. The 
central and western section of the present "Peachfield" was built by Henry 
Burr (datestone 1725 "B"standing for Burr, HE standing for Henry and 
Elizabeth, his wife.) The eastern section was built by his son John in 1732* o 
The datestone near the eves is marked 1732 Burr J and K, standing for John 
and Keziah.

At one time, the room in the western section with the large fireplace 
referred to in iteCou 1 s Historic Rancocas was divided into kitchen and 
dining room. A beehive oven was outside the fireplace projecting out to the 
exterior. The hall had a winding stairway where the present stairway is, 
The present broad broad hall has an open staircase with landing. The restor 
ation of the present dmning room (the east room) includes a mantel, panel 
ing and carved chair rail taken from a house in Mount Holly, believed to be 
one of the oldest in town. It was owned by Miss Ann Burr. The open cupboard 
in the upstairs hall also came from Ann Burr's house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Peachfield 1 s restoration was executed by the well known restoration ar 
chitect of Philadelphia^arognard Oakie.

The deed dated June 10, 1695 from Helene Skene, widow and executrix of 
John Skene, states that there was a house, barn, outbuildings, and a ceme 
tery. The existing foundation is .thought to be that of the first house. 
John Skene was the deputy Governor of the Province of West Jersey; he, in 
all probability, is buried there as well as all the Burrs. 
: .- Henry Burr, the progenitor of the Burr family in Burlington County, was 
the father of eight children. There were five girls and three boys in the 
family, John the eldest, was surveyor general of the Province of West Jersey 
He held this position with great distinction. He built the addition to 
Peachfield as indicated by the 1732 dateline and his initials. Elizabeth, 
the third child and the first daughter, married Samuel Woolman and their 
was the famous Quaker abolitionist, John Woolman.

The property remained in the Burr family for 201 years. Historically, 
Peachfield has operated as a farm for over 280 years. It is today an oper 
ating farm with sixty acres under cultivation.

CONGRESSIONAL IfcPRESENTATION

Honorable Clifford P. Case 
Honorable Harrison A. i/Jilliams 
Honorable Edwin B. Forsythe 
(Sixth Congressional District)
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