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7. b6$SCRIPTION

(Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rev.John Hal e House, 1694, faces northwest on Hale Street i na residential
area of Beverly. Wthin a fewblocks areitsold associates theFirst Parish
Church, theAncient Burying Gound, where theHale famly i sinterred, and the
Training Field. Directly across thestreet i sthesite of Rev.Hale's first
house of 1665. Traditionally i thas been said that theframe of theol d house
was used i nconstructingthenew i n1694, This seens t obe born out by Town
Records which describe how Rev.Hale was granted lunber "to build half of ye
franme of ye dwelling house he i snow building, July 25,1694."

The original 2h story ridge roof house was parallel tothestreet, running
east-west. 1 n1745 a 2h story ganmbrel wing was added t ot hefront of t hehouse
with gambrel end t ot hestreet, running north-south. The entrance door i s nov
in thewest elevationof this addition. From 1891 through theearly 20th c,
various jogs and ells were added t ot hesouth and east of theoriginal struct-
ure. The entire house i scovered with grey clapboard.

The original section of thehouse i sthree bays wide and 1 deep. Wndows vary
between 8/12,12/12, 14/21, and 9/9. The northwest corner of thefacade retain
an 8/12 bay over a 12/12 bay. The west elevationhas an attic w ndow and one
12/12 bay over a 12/ 12 bay.

The 1745 ganmbrel addition i stwo bays wide and two deep. The facade faces wes|t,
at right angles to, andvirtually obscuring, thenorth facade of the original
structure. The entrance door i soff-center on thesouthern side of the facade T
This portico has a pedi mented entablature consisting of a cornice moul ding

which i srepeated below t heeaves of this section of thehouse. The frieze n
and pilasters areplain. The door i shible and dross with a 4-1ight transom
ADDe this door, andtotheleft of i tonboth stories, i sa 12/12 w ndow,

ffwo pe'diilriehted doirriiers prd|j'"6t from t he roof.

Aside from thevarious small juts andells totheeast of thehouse, therei s
a sizeable 20th c. 2-story addition connected t othesoutheast rear corner-
which houses t he Caret aker. > ;

There i sa considerable variety of early ornamental hardware throughout t he
| ouse and one roomretains itsoriginal 1745 handbl ocked English wall paper.

rhe back southwest corner of theproperty boasts 3 ancient beech trees, inportjed
from England i n1859. These manouth trees aremeticulously cared for by the
Beverly I nprovement Society.
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STATEMENT OF SfGNIFICANCE

Rev. John Ilale was thefirst settled mnister of thefirst "gathered church”
of Beverly, then called Cape-AnKSi de of Salem He was born at Charl estown,
Mass. on June 3,1636, andwas t he sonof Robert and Rebecca Hale. Robert
Hale em grated from Engl and, probably Kent,in 1632. Hi s son, John, graduated
from Harvard College i n1657. John cane t oBeverly i n1664 and served as
"teacher” until his ordination as their mnister i n1667. Hi s acceptance
speech i sstill extant. He served thechurch until his death on May 15, 1700.
In 1690, he was ordered by t he General Court, along with twoother ministers,
to be "mnisters of God's word, be desiredt oacconpany t he General and forces,
in theexpedition against Canada, t ocarry ontheworship of God i nthat
expedition."

In 1692t hewitchcraft delusionbroke out andthegood reverend was caught
up i nthetrials. He testified at thetrials of twoof his own parishioners
and they were subsequently arrested. However, i nCctober 1692, a Vénham
resident accused his wife, Sarah Hale,, of witchcraft” and. she was takent o
prison. "Thewhole community was convinced that theaccusers, i ncryingout
upon Ms.Hale, hadperjured thenselves; andfromthat noment their power was
destroyed; theawful delusionceased; thecurtain fell, anda close was put
to one of thenpst trenmendous tragediesi nthehistory of real life". . ...

It was here that Rev.Hale, i n1697, wrote a work entitled "A nodest
inquiry into thenature of witchcraft, andhowpersons guilty of that crime
nay be convicted; andt heneans used for their discovery discussed, both
negatively andaffirmatively, according t oscripture andexperience."”

Rev.Hale was first married t o Rebeckah Byl es by whom he had a son, Robert, t he
next owner of t hehouse. At her death, he married Ms. Sarah Noyes andthey

had four sons: Janes, Sanuel, Joanna, and John. Samuel settled i n Newbury and
had three sons.H s son, Sanuel, settled i nCoventry, Conn. andwas father of

Nat han Hal e, patriot of theRevolutionary War. Edward Everett Hale alsotraded
his ancestry back t oRev.Hale, andhis nost fanous work, "Mwin WtVput a Country'
was written onavisit toBeverly.

In 1700, after thedeath of Rev.Hale, his ol dest son, Ro]2<ert, becane t he next
owner of theproperty. He was graduated from Harvard i n1686. He servedt he
town i n various offices; was master of the Gammar School, selectman and
representative i ntheGeneral Court; he was also a physicianand shipowner.

Ohe house remained i nthefamly for 12 generations andwas sold t o the
3everly Historical Society i n1937.
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