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\ A O W N E R O F P R Q P g R T Y " 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Beverly H i s t o r i c a l Society 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

117 Cabot Street 
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5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 7 4 • F e d e r a l State 1 I County • Local 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
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(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t CD Good Q F o i r Q De te r io ra ted O Ru ins O Unexposed 

fCfiecfc One) 
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( C h e c k One) 

G Moved S O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Rev.John Hale House,1694, faces northwest on Hale Street i n a r e s i d e n t i a l 
area of Beverly. Within a few blocks are i t s old associates the F i r s t Parish 
Church, the Ancient Burying Ground, where the Hale family i s interred, and the 
Training F i e l d . D i r e c t l y across the street i s the s i t e of Rev.Hale's f i r s t 
house of 1665. Tr a d i t i o n a l l y i t has been said that the frame of the old house 
was used i n constructing the new i n 1694, This seems to be born out by Town 
Records which describe how Rev.Hale was granted lumber "to b u i l d half of ye 
frame of ye dwelling house he i s now building, July 25,1694." 

The o r i g i n a l 2h story ridge roof house was p a r a l l e l to the str e e t , running 
east-west. I n 1745 a 2h story gambrel wing was added to the fro n t of the house 
with gambrel end to the street, running north-south. The entrance door i s nov 
i n the west elevation of t h i s addition. From 1891 through the early 20th c , 
various jogs and e l l s were added to the south and east of the o r i g i n a l struct­
ure. The entire house i s covered with grey clapboard. 

The o r i g i n a l section of the house i s three bays wide and 1 deep. Windows vary 
between 8/12,12/12, 14/21, and 9/9. The northwest corner of the facade retain 
an 8/12 bay over a 12/12 bay. The west elevation has an a t t i c window and one 
12/12 bay over a 12/12 bay. 

The 1745 gambrel addition i s two bays wide and two deep. The facade faces wes|t, 
at r i g h t angles t o , and v i r t u a l l y obscuring, the north facade of the o r i g i n a l 
structure. The entrance door i s off-center on the southern side of the facade 
This portico has a pedimented entablature consisting of a cornice moulding 
which i s repeated below the eaves of t h i s section of the house. The frieze 
and p i l a s t e r s are p l a i n . The door i s bible and dross with a 4-light transom. 
?UDOve t h i s door, and to the l e f t of i t on both stories , i s a 12/12 window, 
ffwo pe'diilriehted doirriiers prd|j'^6t from the roof. 

Aside from the various small j u t s and e l l s to the east of the house, there i s 
a sizeable 20th c. 2-story addition connected to the southeast rear corner-
which houses the Caretaker. > ; ; .. 

There i s a considerable v a r i e t y of early ornamental hardware throughout the 
louse and one room retains i t s o r i g i n a l 1745 handblocked English wallpaper. 

rhe back southwest corner of the property boasts 3 ancient beech trees, importjed 
from England i n 1859. These mamouth trees are meticulously cared for by the 
Beverly Improvement Society. 

m 
m 

TO 

n 

r.l . I 

JUN 1 9 1974 u 

.NATION A' 
' REGIST^ 



S. SIGNJFtCANCE 

U 
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• Other f S p e c i f y ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S f G N I F l C A N C E 

Rev.John llale was the f i r s t s ettled minister of the f i r s t "gathered church" 
of Beverly, then called Cape-AnKSide of Salem. He was born at Charlestown, 
Mass. on June 3,1636, and was the son of Robert and Rebecca Hale. Robert 
Hale emigrated from England, probably Kent,in 1632. His son,John, graduated 
from Harvard College i n 1657. John came to Beverly i n 1664 and served as 
"teacher" u n t i l his ordination as t h e i r minister i n 1667. His acceptance 
speech i s s t i l l extant. He served the church u n t i l his death on May 15,1700. 
In 1690, he was ordered by the General Court, along with two other ministers, 
to be "ministers of God's word, be desired to accompany the General and forces, 
i n the expedition against Canada, to carry on the worship of God i n that 
expedition." 

In 1692 the witchcraft delusion broke out and the good reverend was caught 
up i n the t r i a l s . He t e s t i f i e d at the t r i a l s of two of his own parishioners 
and they were subsequently arrested. However, i n October 1692, a Wenham 
resident accused his wife,Sarah Hale,, of witchcraft^ and. she was taken to 
prison. "The whole community was convinced that the accusers, i n crying out 
upon Mrs.Hale, had perjured themselves; and from that moment t h e i r power was 
destroyed; the awful delusion ceased; the curtain f e l l , and a close was put 
to one of the most tremendous tragedies i n the history of re a l l i f e " . . ...... 

I t was here that Rev.Hale, i n 1697, wrote a work e n t i t l e d "A modest 
inquiry i n t o the nature of witchcraft, and how persons g u i l t y of that crime 
may be convicted; and the means used for t h e i r discovery discussed, both 
negatively and a f f i r m a t i v e l y , according to scripture and experience." 

Rev.Hale was f i r s t married to Rebeckah Byles by whom he had a son,Robert, the 
next owner of the house. At her death, he married Mrs.Sarah Noyes and they 
had four sons: James,Samuel,Joanna, and John. Samuel settled i n Newbury and 
had three sons.His son,Samuel, settled i n Coventry,Conn. and was father of 
Nathan Hale, p a t r i o t of the Revolutionary War. Edward Everett Hale also traded 
his ancestry back to Rev.Hale, and his most famous work, "Man WitVput a Country' 
was wri t t e n on a v i s i t to Beverly. 

In 1700, aft e r the death of Rev.Hale, his oldest son,Ro]2<ert, became the next 
owner of the property. He was graduated from Harvard i n 1686. He served the 
town i n various o f f i c e s ; was master of the Grammar School, selectman and 
representative i n the General Court; he was also a physician and shipowner. 

Dhe house remained i n the family for 12 generations and was sold to the 

3everly H i s t o r i c a l Society i n 1937. 
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Russell, The Jason, House 

Hale, Rev. John, Uouse 

The 1790 House 
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