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The Woral C. Smith Lime Kiln and House are located two miles northwest
of Fairbury, Jefferson County, Nebraska. The house and kiln are situated on
the north side of the Little Blue River. The kiln, which was built in 1874,
is comparable to a large chimney into which large pieces of 1imestone were
stacked. Under this stacked 1limestone was located a fire hearth and the
lTimestone was fired, removing the impurities and reducing the stone to a
softer substance until ‘it "crumbled as easily as dirt."

Smith, showing a new prosperity and the reliability and strength of his
products, built a large story-and-a-half residence nearby for himself and
' his family in 1876. The residence is constructed of local 1imestone and
lime. The interior is of frame construction, as is the roof. The architec-
ture is quite typical of the 1870's with gabled roof creating an attic space
as 1nsulator%£rom the heat and cold. Absent from the house is a fireplace.
The ?ﬁ%ﬁ;'ohmfhe second story were heated by a stone pipe drum from the stove
on the first floor. When the east portion was added (the date of this addi-
tion in unknown), it had a stove on the second floor'also. The roofing was
of wood shingles. The house is in fair condition but rebuilding of roof and
floors and stabilizing of the walls is required.

Smith continued to 1ive in the house until his death in August of 1906.

The house and Time kiln,for many years vacant,were donated to the Jefferson

County Historical Society in 1964. The Historical Society now gives guided

tours through the area of the house, 1ime kiln and quarry areas.
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The Woral C. Smith Lime Kiln and House are located two miles northwest
of Fairbury, Jefferson County, Nebraska on the north side of the Little
Blue River.

In 1823,,Wora1 C. Smith, a native of New York, settled on the Little
Blue River six miles northwest of Fairbury.

In 1874, Smith built a kiln for the purpose of converting 1limestone
into 1ime for whitewash and mortar. According to local traditions, the
U.S. Army began quarrying Timestone for building materials as early as
1848 fqr the construction of Fort Kearny in present-day Kearney County,
Nebraska. During the 1870's the limestone industry flourished in Jefferson
County. Many buildings were constructed using this native rock, as timber
was scarce even along the river valleys. In 1876 Smith built a large
story-and-a-ha]f hqme comp]ete]y of Timestone. Much of the quarried 1ime-
stone was used locally. After the railroads built a siding to the kiln and
quarries, much of the stone and 1ime products were shipped throughout the
region.

Limestqne is still commercially quarried in several regions of Nebrés-
ka and the Smith Lime Kiln is one of the few remaining early exampies of

this important pioneer'industry.
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' Omaha World Herald; September 24, 1964
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Fairbury Daily News; December 30, 1969
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ACREAGE JUSTIFICATION

An area large enough to include the original limestone quarries
and provides protection to the house, kiln and quarries from en-
croachment.




