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1. Name of Property

historic name Madden School

Other names/Site number N T.awrenr,e Community Schools Administration R1Hg

2. Location

street & number 6?n H St

City or town ReHfnrH 

State Indiana_______

N/A D not for publication

code JN_ county Lawrence code

-N/A D vicinity

zip code 47421

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this H nomination 
Q request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
H meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D sterteWde H locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/^Sl<^ >^ ^ f 0 — j,

Signature.**? certture/fi < Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby^ertify that the property is: 

Qr entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

g determined eligible for the 
National Register

[-j See continuation sheet. 
Q determined not eligible for the 

g National Register

D removed from the National Register 
D other, (explain:) _________

Date of Action
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Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

IX] private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

£3 building 
D district 
Dsite 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count

Contributing Noncontributing

1
0
0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

N/A 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

_ EDUCATION: School

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

mMMRRCF/TRADR: Business

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

1 Qth & 20th c. RFVTVAT.S: Classical Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 

walls

roof 

other

STONE: Limestone

STONE: Limestone

BRTCK

SYNTHFTTCS: Rubber

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

g] A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contriibution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

Q B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

[X] c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components 
lack individual distinction.

Q D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

Q A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

n C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property. 
Q G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 

within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

FDTTPATTON________

AttrHTTFrTTTRF.

Period of Significance
1973-1949______

Significant Dates

1323________

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A___________________

Cultural Affiliation

N/A________

Architect/Builder
I Inknnwn_______

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 K) State Historic Preservation Office

CFR 67) has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register D Other State agency

D previously determined eligible by the National
Register 

D designated a National Historic Landmark

D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ______________

D Federal agency

D Local government

D University

D Other

Name of repository:

TnHiarm Historic Sites & Structures Inventory
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Lawrence^ IN

County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.4

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

5 4|6|0pp 4,3 0|2|5|6p
Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Zone Easting
i

[j See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Steve Wyatt

organization —————————— 

street & number 619 K. First St.

date 8/WQQ

telephone 817.-7.75-8047

city or town Rloomington state zipcode 42401

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name T ,ooking Glass Development, Tnc.

street & number 419 North wood Dr. telephone 817.-7.79-7.714

city or town Bedford state zip code 47421

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Madden School is located at 620 H Street in Bedford, Indiana, the county seat of Lawrence 
County. (The address is sometimes referred to as 618 H Street.) Since its construction in 1923, 
with a three room addition in 1925-1926, the school building has been used as a school, school 
administration building, and is currently being restored and renovated for use as office space. 
Although the original windows were replaced in 1976, the building retains much of its original 
appearance.

The building dominates the east side of the 600 block of H and is the only building on the east 
side of H between Sixth and Seventh streets. Two sidewalks lead to the front entrances from H 
Street. A parking lot is located behind the building. The lot abuts the north-south alley that 
divides the block. Two large maple trees are located on the lot, one just to the south of the 
building along H Street and the other southeast of the building near the alley.

The two-story school has a raised basement level underneath the entire building. The building is 
rectangular in shape, with stairways at both front entrances. Walls are of limestone and brick, with 
limestone facing over brick on the north, west and south elevations and brick alone on the rear, or 
east elevation. The roof is surrounded by parapet wall on all but the rear elevation. The roof 
slopes gently to the rear and is made up of a concrete slab with a rubber membrane covering. The 
building is approximately 113 feet wide and 34 feet deep.

Madden School's Neo-Classical Revival styling is most evident on the front elevation, with full 
height projections for the entrances, which are embellished with pediments that rise above the line 
of the parapet wall. Each entrance has an additional projection at ground level for an arched 
doorway opening with entablature. The entablature has a fluted frieze with a center shield and a 
cove cornice. The styling is also evident in the facade's symmetry, with identical detailing and 
spacing on each side of the center windows.

The front elevation has three sets of triple window openings located on the basement level. These 
openings, like the basement window openings on the north and south elevations, were filled in 
with limestone blocks in 1976 when the building was converted into school offices. Both the first 
and second levels have three window openings located between the two entrances. The windows 
are metal replacement windows also installed as part of the 1976 remodeling, and many of the 
panes were replaced with opaque panels. Above the entrances are the structure's largest windows, 
extending from the main level to the upper level to provide light for the stairways.
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The limestone walls are laid in such a manner that each alternate course of block is moved over 
half the length of the block. On each side of the front elevation is a vertical stone panel, with 
smaller horizontal recessed panels in the parapet wall that surrounds the three limestone faced 
sides of the building. Just below the horizontal panels is a cornice and water table. 
Stone sills anchor the window openings, and the walls have a stone base.

The rear of the building is simpler. The rear wall is brick with 14 vertical window openings and 
doorways. Nine of the 10 openings on the first and second floors have windows, and all have 
stone sills. The four basement window openings have been bricked in, with the doorway opening 
re-cut below grade to serve as the handicapped access. The brick chimney that begins in the 
basement boiler room is visible above the roof from the rear of the building.

Inside, there are six rooms designed originally as classrooms, located on the first and second 
floors. On each level, a classroom occupies the center of the building. Behind the center 
classroom is a hall which opens to the stairways and the classrooms on the south and north ends 
of the building. The basement level houses the restrooms, boiler room and kitchen. The basement 
hall features arched doorways.

The main entrances open onto the stairway landing between the basement and first levels. There 
are two sets of doorways at each entrance. The outer doorways are replacement glass and 
aluminum units. The interior doorways are original six-pane glass and wood doors. Other original 
interior features in the stairway areas include terrazzo floors, wood banisters and radiators.

Vocational school students sheathed the interior in vinyl paneling when the building was 
converted into school offices in 1976, and many interior doors were replaced and dropped ceilings 
were installed. As part of the current renovation work undertaken by new owners Chuck and Pam 
Jones, the paneling, replacement doors and dropped ceilings have been removed, restoring much 
of the historical feeling of the building interior. Schoolhouse light fixtures have been rehung in the 
stairways, plaster has been repaired at the entries and stairways, and panels have been removed 
that for decades covered the original glass arches above the entrance doorways.

The Jones' are preparing the first level for offices. The center classroom is being divided into 
three rooms, with eight-foot dividing walls with glass between the top of the walls and the ceilings
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to preserve the feeling of a large, high-ceiling space. Chuck Jones is an engineer with the firm that 
will occupy the offices, Jones, Kuehn, Imhoff Engineering, Inc. The company designs anchoring 
and support systems for natural stone including limestone, granite and slate. The old school 
provides the company with a home that, because of its limestone cladding, is emblematic of the 
work the firm does.
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Madden School, Bedford, Indiana, is a locally significant example of an early 20th century school 
building. It illustrates both the changes in education in Indiana and the burgeoning growth of the 
north side of Bedford in response to the success of the nearby limestone mills. Its Neo-Classical 
Revival styling carried out in limestone shows the kind of monumental building favored for 
institutions like schools and libraries. The building itself is an example of the popularity of the 
building stone at the time, a popularity that necessitated the construction of the school to 
accommodate the children of the those who worked in the nearby stone mills. The building meets 
National Register Criteria A and C for its role in the history of education, the history of Bedford 
and the local limestone industry, and as a fine example of 1920s public architecture. The building 
is being nominated under Indiana's Public Common and High Schools Multiple Property 
Documentation Form. It meets the registration requirements for the property type: "two or more 
room consolidated rural and urban schools."

The building meets the registration requirements because it is in its original location and maintains 
integrity of design in terms of massing, form, and pattern of openings. The exterior masonry 
survives intact and exposed. Despite remodeling by the school corporation in 1976, the interiors 
still read as historic spaces, thanks to recent renovations that removed dropped ceilings and 
paneling.

The public school system in Bedford began in 1871. It was in response to state law adopted in 
1867 that allowed towns to set up their own school systems. The state also acted in 1897 to make 
school compulsory for children between the ages of eight and 14. This law was changed to extend 
the requirement to 15 and 16 year-olds too in 1913.

At the same time compulsory education laws swelled the student body, economic expansion in the 
limestone industry caused rapid population increases in Bedford, especially in the areas near the 
stone mills. The industry was labor intensive, and to house those workers modest houses filled the 
surrounding areas.

The school was sited within 10 blocks of 11 limestone mills, and another, the Indiana Limestone 
Company's Purdue Mill, was under construction the year the school was built. Four more mills 
would be built in the area in the remainder of the 1920s to feed the demand for stone. The mills 
were located primarily in three areas: west of J and south of Seventh streets; east and south of 
Summit Lane and H Street; and north of Fourth Street between the Monon Railroad main line and
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the Old Bedford Belt Railroad. The mills produced stone for the Vanderbilt Mansion in North 
Carolina as well as buildings in Chicago, New York City and elsewhere.

Unemployment was not a problem in Roaring Twenties Bedford. The problem was housing, as a 
look at stories in the Bedford Daily Mail in 1923 shows. One story said industries were having 
trouble keeping men because of a scarcity of homes. Another story described a "big boom" in the 
stone industry, with production of 9,616,670 cubic feet of building stone in the Lawrence and 
Monroe county fields, the largest output since 1912.

The booming limestone industry fueled the town's growth. In 1880, Bedford's population was 
2,198. It grew to 3,351 by 1890, 6,115 in 1900 and 8,716 in 1910. Growth slowed in the 1910s, 
reaching just 9,076 in 1920. But rapid growth resumed in the '20s, with the city swelling to 
13,208 residents by 1930.

The area surrounding the school site, an area so undeveloped that it wasn't even shown on 
Sanborn fire insurance maps prior to 1904, quickly grew into a densely peopled neighborhood. By 
1904, there were 50 dwellings in about a six block area extending west and south of the school 
site. By the time of the next map in 1909 there were 11 more, then another 14 on the 1922 map 
and by the time of the 1929 map there were a total of 84 homes.

To accommodate this growth, the school board members W. A. "Billie" Brown, J.D. Martin and 
John Fry agreed in 1917 to have a two-story, stone, grade school building built on the east side of 
H Street between Sixth and Seventh streets. On Feb. 17, 1917 a half block was purchased, from 
Sixth to Seventh streets and from H to the north-south alley. The building plans were shelved, 
however, when the United States entered World War II. It wasn't until March 19, 1923, that the 
Bedford City Council authorized the school board to issue bonds to build the structure. The bonds 
were in the sum of $23,500 to build the four room school building.

The school was named Madden in honor of the first superintendent of the Bedford public schools, 
J.H. Madden. Madden was named superintendent in 1871 and served for 10 years. He was the 
high school's principal and his wife was his assistant. She succeeded him as principal. 
Superintendent Madden was said to have once drawn attention to the need for better funding of 
the public schools by cutting his own annual salary from $1,200 to $1,000. The city's first school 
board formed in 1874 under his tenure. He and his wife left Bedford so he could teach at Illinois
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College and Normal School in Danville.

Madden School opened in 1924 with Molly Box as principal. Box had been an English teacher at 
the Junior High School. She was joined by teachers Nellie Brewer, Gail Clark and Ariet Bailey 
and assistant Josephine Rainbolt.

The school building's Neo-Classical Revival architecture was part of a trend among civic leaders 
nationwide who thought classical architecture would symbolize authority and culture for their 
growing cities and towns. The style is similar to the much earlier Greek Revival style, however it 
differs by its use of elaborate classical detail, more permanent materials such as brick and stone, 
and more massive scale. The style was often used for public buildings, institutional structures and 
banks.

In May of 1924, Prof, and Mrs. Madden returned to Bedford to help celebrate the 50th 
graduating class of the high school he started. The Maddens were guests of honor at a high school 
alumni banquet held at the new Greystone Hotel on the courthouse square. The schools that he 
started with five teachers and 300 students had grown by 1924 to 87 teachers and 2,813 students.

According to a later North Lawrence schools facility study, the northern third of the building was 
constructed as an addition in 1925. The addition matches the southern half of the building in 
design and materials. The construction date of the addition is not certain, however, and may have 
been in 1926. Evidence for the later date includes a name and date that looks like Aug. 14, 1926 
enscribed into the wet plaster of a wall that was covered by a blackboard.

Some three decades later, more land was purchased by the school board in 1955 and 1960, adding 
Lots 114 through 121 of the Walls and Boruff Addition to lots 97 through 104 already owned by 
the Bedford schools.

One of the teachers in the later years of the building's time as a school was Phil Deckard, who 
taught at Madden from 1969 until it closed. He said grades one through three were located on the 
first level and grades four through six were on the second level. The school colors were black and 
gold, and they were called the Madden Bulldogs.

•

He recalled that there was no gymnasium or library, and the windows were leaky. But class sizes
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were small —just 17 or 18 students.

Clinton Rominger was the school's last principal. He served from 1959-1965, then later became 
director of elementary education before returning to Madden as principal in 1971. He retained his 
director of elementary education duties, because the school was small enough he could do both 
jobs. He said his predecessors as principal were Frank Hunter and Emma Kirk.

Rominger remembers the school students as children who appreciated what educators did for 
them. Many of the neighboring households were lower income, but nevertheless they had pride 
and a good attitude, he said. He recalls a very active parent-teacher association that raised funds 
for school books and activities and won a citywide beautification contest by planting flowers on 
the school grounds.

In 1975, preparations began for the possible closing of the school. Superintendent Dan A. Schafer 
led parents of Madden School children on a tour of the West 16th Street Elementary and 
Parkview School and met with them. He reported to the school board that the parents were 
generally in favor of moving their children to Parkview School, and he recommended the move be 
made. On April 16, 1975, the North Lawrence School Board voted to merge the Madden students 
into the Parkview School student body, and Madden closed at the end of the school year.

Prior to the May 1975 school board meeting, the board met to review the Madden School 
Building for future use. In August, the board asked its Executive Committee and administrators to 
make recommendations concerning the use of Madden, complete with estimates of renovation 
costs and an evaluation of whether school storage problems could be solved by using the building. 
In October, the group reported back with a study of the cost of remodeling the school building for 
use as the Administrative and Service Center. The cost was estimated at $53,582, including new 
carpet and window replacement. The board authorized the taking of bids, which were approved 
trade by trade throughout the remainder of the year and included the closing in of the basement 
windows with limestone. Vocational students carried out much of the interior renovation.

With the school closed and transformed into an administration center, the school board in October 
1976 leased part of the Madden property to the Bedford City Park and Recreation Board for 
installation of a playground as a neighborhood park for younger children.
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By the 1990s, the school corporation had begun to seek a new location for its administration 
center. After selecting and then rejecting several sites, the school board settled on a W Street 
location near the new Stalker School adjacent to Murray Forest Park. The new center was 
completed in 1997, the same year lots 114-117 of the Madden property were sold to Hoosier 
Uplands Economic Development Corp. for the Hoosier Uplands' Headstart facility, extending the 
tradition of child education on the property.

Madden School went on the auction block April 25, 1998. Chuck and Pam Jones purchased the 
building, along with the land from H Street east to the alley, for $20,000. Soon afterwards, work 
began on the restoration and renovation of the building for office use.

Other surviving historic resources associated with the history of the Bedford schools are the 
Neoclassical-style Bedford High School (built in 1911-1912), located in the 1500 block of N 
Street; the Bedford High School Gym (1926), 1500 block of O Street; and the Richardsonian 
Romanesque-style Stalker School (1899) on Eighth Street. The architect of the high school was 
Elmer Dunlap. The designers of the other existing Bedford school buildings are unknown.
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Verbal Boundary Description
Beginning at the southwest corner of the intersection of Sixth and H streets, proceed east to the
along the south edge of Sixth Street to the north-south alley, thence south to the north edge of
Seventh Street, thence west to the northwest corner of the intersection of Seventh and H streets,
thence north to the point of beginning. The property is lots 97 through 104 of the Walls & Boruff
Addition.

Boundary Justification
The nominated property includes the entire half block of land purchased in 1917 for the
construction of the school.
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Photograph Information

The following information is the same for all photographs listed:

Madden School
Bedford, Lawrence County, Indiana

Photographer: Steve Wyatt
Location of negatives: Home of Steve Wyatt, 619 E. First St., Bloomington, IN 47401.

1. North and west elevations, taken from near the corner of Sixth and H streets, camera facing 
southwest, December 1998.

2. West elevation (primary facade), and part of north elevation, camera facing southwest, 
December 1998.

3. North elevation, camera facing south, December 1998.

4. North and east elevations, camera facing southwest, December 1998.

5. East elevation and part of north elevation, camera facing southwest, July 1999.

6. East elevation, camera facing west, December 1998.

7. South and east elevations, camera facing northwest, July 1999.

8. South elevation, camera facing north, December 1998.

9. Center of west elevation, camera facing east, December 1998.

10. South entrance of the west elevation, camera facing east, December 1998.

11. North entrance detail of the west elevation, camera facing east, July 1999.
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12. North entrance detail of the west elevation, camera facing east, December 1998.

13. North entrance view from basement steps, camera pointed up and to the east, July 1999.

14. North entrance from the stairs leading to the first floor, camera facing east and pointed 
downward, July 1999.

15. North entrance transom area from stairs to the first floor, camera facing east, July 1999.

16. Basement level from the south end of building, camera pointed north, July 1999.

17. Center section of north stairway, photograph taken from first floor landing, camera pointed 
west, July 1999.

18. Newel post at stairway at north entrance, camera facing east, July 1999.

19. View from second floor, camera pointed west through new curtain wall and door toward 
stairs and front window, July 1999.

20. Second floor center classroom, camera facing southeast, July 1999.

21. Second floor south classroom, camera facing south/southeast, July 1999.

22. First floor south classroom, camera facing southwest, July 1999.

23. First floor hallway, camera facing north, July 1999.

24. First floor looking toward the south stairs and entrance, camera facing west, July 1999.

25. First floor center classroom, divided into offices with glass to give the sense of the original 
dimensions, camera facing southwest, July 1999.

26. First floor hallway, taken from inside the north classroom, camera facing south, July 1999.
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27. First floor north classroom, camera facing north/northeast, July 1999.

28. Interior doors at north entrance, camera facing southwest, July 1999.

29. Transom above interior doors at north entrance, camera facing west, July 1999.


