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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gadsden Hotel is a 5-story building with full basement occupying 
lots 7 through 12 in block 98 on the southwest corner of llth Street 
and G Avenue in Douglas. The building is approximately 150 f x 150 f . 
The main floor is square, and the upper floors are u-shaped.

The basement walls are two feet thick, and the ceiling is steel 
reinforced concrete. All of the framing in the building is of 
concrete and steel, even the non-bearing walls have no wood in 
them. There have been only minor alterations since the hotel was 
constructed.

The lobby on the main floor is the most spectacular feature of the 
hotel. It is dominated by the stained glass skylight and murals 
of desert scenes to which one ascends by a white marble staircase. 
Massive columns in the lobby are of pink marble with elaborate 
capitals. They support a ceiling decorated with gold leaf. The 
floor is dark red tile. The rest of the ground floor is occupied 
by shops, offices, and dining facilities.

The mezzanine overlooks the lobby and has offices, rooms, and
a banquet room. There is a sundeck in the front. The 3 upper floors
are all devoted to guest accommodations.

The exterior of the hotel is not pretentious. The main decorative 
elements are quoins and a simple entablature and frieze.

The hotel shares the block with the Phelps Dodge Mercantile 
Building and faces the 1917 Grand Theatre across G Avenue.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original Gadsden Hotel was built in 1907 by the Douglas 
Investment Company, a mining and cattle concern. It was designed 
by the noted Southwestern architectural firm of Trost and Trost 
and featured an ornate lobby with marble staircase and pillars 
and a Tiffany stained glass window with tree and flower designs.

The hotel was purchased in 1926 by Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 0. Mackey. 
When the building burned down in February 1928, the Mackeys com 
missioned the same architects to reconstruct the hotel. The plans 
were modified, however, to make the building as fireproof as possible. 
Italian artisans were imported to do the marble work in the new 
lobby, and French artisans were employed to create the carved 
plaster ceiling and decorate it with $10,000 worth of gold leaf. 
Tiffany's was commissioned to provide a stained glass desert scene 
which was designed by Audrey Jean Nichols of El Paso.

The Gadsden Hotel, since 1907, has been the social and economic 
center of the area and has witnessed millions of dollars worth of 
mining and cattle transactions. The hotel derives its name fjfom 
James Gadsden, who negotiated the Gadsden Treaty in 1853 to bring 
this portion of Arizona into the Union.

The lobby, which is the most notable architectural feature of the 
building, is endangered. The hotel is in need of extensive 
electrical and plumbing repairs, but financial necessity may force 
the present owners to sell. The prospective buyers wish to convert 
the building into a retirement home and to dismantle the lobby so 
that the sale of the windows, for example, would help defray the 
remodeling expenses.
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