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Gates-Reynolds Memorial Dormitory, a large two-story brick and masonry 
structure built along classical lines/ consists of a front or main portion 
with gables on three sides and a long rear wing which contained the living 
portion of the dormitory.

On the front elevation stairs lead to a two-story portico with a pedi­ 
ment supported by four large columns. The frieze of the entablature which 
encircles the house is unadorned except in front where the name of the 
building is inscribed. A row of dentils beneath the cornice is repeated under 
the cornice of the pediment in all three gables. The pediments which are 
covered with shingling have a semicircular window with triangular lites.

The central double front door has a transom with rectangular lites and 
side lites. The balcony at the second floor of the front portico links the 
four columns and is rimmed by a wooden bannister. A central double door 
similar to the main entrance gives access to this balcony. Windows on both 
floors are similar consisting of four sets of paired windows.

Pilasters which appear on each of the corners have capitals formed by 
projections of the architrave. Two similar pilasters appear on the south­ 
east and northwest walls. These walls have 10 windows each, eight of which 
are paired. At the first floor level these windows are spanned by a single 
row of vertical bricks.

The building consists of 36 rooms, 18 of the first floor including the 
large lobby, and 18 upstairs which include a general bath and storage area. 
Much of the first floor has been repaired and partially renovated for re­ 
sidential use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dates-Reynolds Memorial Dormitory is the only remaining building 
of the Baptist Collegiate Institute, one of the oldest educational land­ 
marks in Wiregrass, America, an area which includes some 25 counties in 
southeastern Alabama/ southwestern Georgia and northern Florida. This 
area, whose character was formed in large part by small farmers and share­ 
croppers, consequently had few large mansions. As late as 1930, brick 
buildings were still rare. The institute, founded in Newton in 1898, was 
an archtype of the schools which sprang up in this era. It made a signi­ 
ficant contribution to education in the Wiregrass.

In the late 1800's, Alabama's public school system was still inade­ 
quately organized and operated, with slightly over fifty percent of the 
population being illiterate in 1880. Adding greatly to the difficulty 
of improving the public educational system was a severe shortage of train­ 
ed teachers. The University of Alabama and a few other state and denomina­ 
tional schools were beyond popular reach and were thought of by the major­ 
ity of the people as existing for the benefit of the children of the favore< 
few. To meet the educational needs of the rural people, numerous private 
schools began to spring up.

Education during these years was vaguely divided into two parts: 
common and collegiate. But many of the common schools offered advanced 
subjects, and several of the colleges offered at least one year of high 
school.

Between 1880 and 1900, more than 100 of these private and denomination 
al high schools, academies, colleges, and institutes were chartered to meet 
the educational needs of the people. Offering everything from religious 
training to several years of college level work, these private schools 
represented an honest effort among the people to establish schools which 
would furnish them with an adequate education.

The Baptist Collegiate Institute, organized in 1898, was one such 
school. It offered regular academics on the elementary and high school 
levels and two years of college. In addition, it offered business train­ 
ing, accounting, speech, and music. Tuition was $1, $1.25 and $1.50 per 
month, and the school was dedicated to "Christian education." Organized 
under the leadership of the Reverend Mr. Laudermilk, pastor of the Newton 
Baptist Church, the school was built on land donated by Mrs. Carrie Jones
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8. Significance of Gates-Reynolds Memorial Building

Haley. The sponsorship of the school was assumed by the Southeast Alabama- 
Northwest Florida Baptist Association, and it was named the Baptist Collegiate 
Institute. Within nine years the school had to be enlarged three times, and 
by 1918 it had 250 students drawn from all over the Wiregrass.

After the entire school burned in the early 1920's, a new classroom 
building and a new girls' dormitory, Gates-Reynolds Memorial, were constructed 
In 1929, the school like many others of its kind, closed for lack of funds. 
The dormitory was sold and used for room rentals. The other building was used 
for the public school system until it was razed to make way for an auditorium.

The Baptist Collegiate Institute had made a commendable contribution 
to the cause of education, providing training for hundreds of students from 
Alabama, Florida, and Georgia, who otherwise would have had little opportunity 
for higher education. Graduating over 650 teachers, it helped to fill the 
need for qualified teachers in the Wiregrass area.

Local groups are raising funds for the restoration of their landmark as 
a library and museum.
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History and Biography of Washington^ Coimty and The Town of Qijeensbary New York : 
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