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COMMON:

Fenwick Hall
AND/OR HISTORIC: i ~1

STREET AND NUMBER:

Island, 9.3 mi. south of Charleston US 17 south;
: of Ashley River Bridge south 2.5 mi. on State 
171 4.1 mi. to house.
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CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

D District Jx] Building

D Site D Structure

D Object

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

[| In Process 

| | Being Considered

[jU Occupied 

[| Unoccupied 

[ 1 Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:
Q Restricted 

[ | Unrestricted 

I No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural

I | Commercial

I I Educational

I I Entertainment

I I Government

I I Industrial

I | Military

1| Museum

Q Pork

(Xl Private Residence

[~] Religious

Q Scientific

I I Transportation 

n Other (Specify)

( | Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Mr. and Mrs. Claude W. Blanchard
STREET AND NUMBER:

John's Island
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Charleston
;;llli;ii^iiii^;(j|^iiiA^: ;p|;sc:Rtp;T ION

STATE:

South Carolina 45

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Register of Mesne Conveyance
STREET AND NUMBER:

Charleston County Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN:

Charleston
STATE

South Carolina

TLE OF SURVEY:

South Carolina Preliminary Survey of Historic Places
DATE OF SURVEY: -| QfLQ Federal 5J3 State n County Q Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

South Carolina Department of Archives and History
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street, P.O. Box 11,188 Capitol Station 29211
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia
STATE:

South Carolina 43_



CONDITION
Excellent D Good

(Check One) 

Foir Q Deterioroted D Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q] Unaltered Moved

cfc One;

(2J Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Two-story structure over high basement. Mpped roof has deck 
surrounded by balustrade; pair of chimneys at either"end. About 40 feet 
wide and 36 feet deep. Brick walls are laid in Flemish bond, corners are 
marked by brick quoins. Narrow cornice is delicately modillioned. Windows 
of south (front) facade have nine over nine light sash (reconstructed), flat 
brick arches, exterior paneled shutters (also reconstructions). Fanlighted 
entrance door in center of five-:¥ay-wide south elevation. In J.787/priginal 
simpler entrance was replaced by present door and one-story pedimented 
portico with four columns. Portico was removed during JL931 resjtpra.tion and 
present reconstructed oediment with pair of engaged Doric columns was built. 
North or rear facade has" "three bays in first story and five in second. 
Center door in north elevation is flanked by pair of triple windows with 
round brick arches. Second floor windows have flat brick arches similar to 
those on front facade. Twjp^sjtqry brick wing (about 18 f x50 f ) with octagonal 
ends added to west end about 1787 projects beyond north and south faces of 
house.

Added in 1931: one-story veranda at east end, 18th century style with 
balustrade and four columns; also small two-story brick wing at west end 
with modern kitchen on first floor and bedroom and bath above.

Floor plan is same as Mulberry Plantation (c. 1714) , Berkeley County, 
and Brick House (c. 1725), Edisto Island. South (main) entrance opens 
into large three-bay-wide drawing room. East of door is parlor and smaller 
square room two bays wide. In center rear is stair hall and rear door. 
Stair hall is flanked by pair of small rooms, library to east and cloak 
room to west. Door in northwest corner of large drawing room leads into 
center hall of 1787 wing. Hall contains a stairway and is flanked by 
dining room on south and butler's pantry on north. Second floor has seven 
bedrooms; four, in main house, are fully paneled.

First-floor rooms have high ceilings. Walls of drawing room are 
plastered and hung with reproduced scenic wallpaper. Cornice and original 
mantel are elaborately carved. Other first-floor rooms and four rooms above 
have paneled walls, moldings and wainscoting of cypress, carved mantels. 
Rooms in 1787 wing decorated with more delicate work in Adam style.

Western detached two-story brick flanker, built about 1750 as coach 
house and stables, has been converted to garage. Matching eastern flanker 
once used as stables, has disappeared. Its site is occupied by formal 18th 
century garden, laid out in 1931.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century 

n >5th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEts) (If Applicable and Known) 1787

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

[3 Prehistoric

6TI Historic 

Q Agriculture 

Bel Architecture 

D Art 

[~1 Commerce 

[ | Communications 

I | Conservation

I I Education

I I Engineering

Q Industry

[ | Invention

[| Landscape

	Architecture 

Q Literature

n Military 

Music

C3 Political

EH Religion/Phi- 

losophy

[| Science

f~l Sculpture

Q Social/Human 

itarian

PI Theater

I I Tronsportation

II Urban Planning 

n Other fSpecf/jO

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significance

Erected_in 1730, with an octagonal wing added about 1787, Fenwick 
Hall is the finest surviving example of an early Georgian two-story brick 
plantation house built on the Huguenot floor plan that was widely used 
in~Soutn Carolina plantation houses during the 18th century. The magnif 
icent paneled interiors of this house are equal to those of Maryland and 
Virginia plantation houses constructed during the same period. Although 
some exterior features, such as window sash, shutters, and entrance 
door are reconstructions, the fabric of the structure and nearly all of 
the interior paneling are original. The house was recommended as a site 
of national significance in the 1970 National Historic Landmarks Program.

History

The house was built for Johxt Eenwick, a wealthy South Carolina 
planter, in 1730. In 1787 it was purchased by his cousin, John Gibbes, 
who altered it somewhat. The house was used as headquarters by the 
commanding officers of invading armies during both the Revolution and the 
Civil War, and thus survived both conflicts without serious damage. In 
1931 the house was restored by Victor Moraweta of New York City.
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Howells, John Mead, Lost Examples of Colonial Architecture, New York, 1931,
Leiding, Harriet, Historic Houses of South Carolina. Philadelphia, 1921.
Morrison, Hugh, Early American Architecture. New York, 1952.
Stoney, Samuel G. , Plantation of the Carolina Low Countrv. Charlesi-on 19^8
WPA, A Guide to the Palmetto State. I! ew York, 1941.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° ' " o
|Sj£ Ot » o >»

SE ° ° 
SW o , . o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
Q DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES— ., ————————— ——————————— 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O . . 0 , „

32 45 02.8 80 02 20
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mary Schuette, Historic Resources Division
ORGANIZATION DATE

South Carolina Department of Archives and History August 29,1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street, P.O. Box 11,188 Capitol Station 29211
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is^_ 

National/Jg] State Q ifoc^l Q

Name Lf(j^%> 2 K./ aP
Charles E. Lee / 

/ 
Title Director South Carolina

^ \Department Archives and History

j

STATE CODE

South Carolina 45
riATioitot; $6£!M^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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