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1. Name
Fairhaven High School

historic

and/or common are

2. Location

A .
street & number Huttl eston Av~t e, northeast comer North Main Street not for publication

city, town Fairhaven vicinity of congressional district 12th

dae Massachusetts code 025 couty Bristol code 005

3. Classiffication

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public * occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure botfi work in progress * educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process _*_ yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

name Toawn of Fairhaven

Center Street

street & number

city, town Fairhaven vicinity of <are MBSSAChUSEL LS

5. Location off Legal Description

couthouss, regidry of desds eéic. Bristol County Registry of Deads

dret & numbe
city, town Newv Bedford date Massachuset ts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite Inventory of the Historic Assets of /s this propaty bean deemined deghble? yes no
Llie CoimiiunwedlLli

date 1978 federal A state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Comm SSion

city, ton  Boston state Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
X excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered X origina site
good ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Exterior. The Fairhaven H gh School is a monunental masonry building constructed i n
1905-06. Basically Hshaped i nplanwithacentral rear wing, theschool is two full
stories above a basenent with athird story andattics under theroof. The basenent
and first-floor walls areof ?ranitefrom Fai rhaven's Fort Phoenix |edge, laid up i n
rock-faced randomashlar. Belt courses, w ndow surrounds, and door surrounds are of
snoot h-faced Indiana linestone. Thewalls of thesecond floor andthegable fields
are of hard-pressed rosy-colored "Darlington" brick fromthe madwest. Theroof is
gray-green slate with tenme-coated copper flashi n%. Sone w ndows ar e | eaded gl ass
while others are heavy plate. Use i s also nade of stained gl ass.

The Fairhaven H gh School was designed by t he Boston architect, Charles Brigham near
the endof his career andits construction was supervised by his Fairhaven associate,
Henry Bishee. According toBisbee, nost of the working draw ngs were prepared in an
office set at thesite. Brighamwas typical of fashionable architects of thelate
19th century inhis mastery of aneclectic range of historically derived styles. For
t he Fairhaven H gh School, he chose t owork i na vocabulary based on English building
of the earl%/ 17th century Elizabethan period. During that period a Tudor-Gothic
tradition of building had becone t he nedi umf or new arrangenents of plan and detai |
into which foreign influences, especiallythat of Flanders, were incorporated. The
pi cturesque roofline, spiked bﬁl ogee-sided gables withiron finials, the symetry

of acentral block flanked by [ateral wings; thestrong horizontals of the belt
goulrzes; and t he [inestone-miLlioned w ndow bands all echo Elizabet han-period English
ui | di ng.

The central block of the Hgh School's facade (south) has atall hipped roof surnounted
by a Baroque cupola containing a four-sided clock and a belfry. The central facade gable
extends fromtheforward sl oPe of the hipped roof, its facade i nplane with therest of
the center block, andarticulated by pairs of pilasters that rise between the belt
courses at each floor totermnate infinials that flank the gable. This center gable
is further enriched by anullioned oriel wndowat second story level, withthree tiers
of rmullionedw ndows dimnishing inwidth from6 to 2 openings toward thetop. Extended
entrance porches of rock-faced granite ashlar crowned by carved |inmestone parapets flank
a balustraded terrace that extends the wi dth of the center bl ock.

Lateral wings flank thecenter block of the Fairhaven H gh School. Their narrow south
ends ar e crowned by ogee-si ded gables that echo t he shape of the central feature. Each
of these gables has an el aboratelydetailed w ndow arrangenent articulated by pilasters
that rise fromthe com ce level beltcourse. Thethird-floor tiers of four w ndows

are surnounted by a pair of nearly square w ndows wi t h decorative swagged st onewor k
above them The long sides of thelateral w ngs have heavily onmanent ed entry(forches
wi th bal ustraded terraces above, mullioned w ndow bands, stone beltcourses, and, at the
steeply pitched roof slope, asymetrical arrangenent of five gabled dorners.

There ismuch useof carved stone omanment ontheexterior of the H gh School,
synbolic figures, grotesque andhistoric-period heads above pilasters, a
i nspired decoration including foliage, fmts, andstrapwork.

The east and west elevations arenearly identical andaretypically nuch sinpler thanthe
facade. They are both organized around a central, two-story, three-sided bay viiich rises
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froma basenent |evel porch. This is flanked at the first story by four single w ndows
(on the east elevation the northemwall is blank) andat the second story by two
triple wndows. Five omate gabled dorners pierce the roof,

The rear (north) elevation consists of a central block flanked by projecting w ngs,
all with ogee gables. The w ngs contain t\/\ooi)aired w ndows at the first story, a
bank of five wndows at the second story, anda twotieredbank in the gable. The
central block which contains a four tier bank of wndows initsgableis nostly
obscured by a one story addition v*ich termnates i n an octagonal chanber.

The Fairhaven H gh School addition, a conpatible extension to the original stncture,
vas opened i n 1933 to house the junior high school. [tis atwostory brick
stmcture which continues the original design el enents.

Interior. Throughout the Fairhaven H gh School original detail of fine quality has
survived including nany el enents rendered i nwarmcol ored oak. Door surrounds, often
Ei lastered andcarrying full, carved entablatures, are of figured oak. ~The oak doors
ave gracefully shaped panel s with bevelled rails andstiles. Sone of the doors

al so have tynpani of stained glass. There is oak panelled wainscotting throughout
the interior aswell as oak banisters onnetal stair rails. Inthe library there
are el aborate hand-carved oak ceilings trinmed with portrait heads, griffins, and
fantastic animals. Gher ceilings are plaster vaulted, with ribs and bosses richly
pattemed. Still others are coffered inplaster, with elaborate surfaces and
medal | ions enriched with chenbs and other motifs. Mst floors in the building

are of white marble, with marbl e washboards under the oak wainscot. Sonefloors

are of tile incontrasting colors.

G her elements original tothe building are the desk-and-chair sets still attached
to the hardwood floors in sone of the classrooms. These desks have hinged tops with
inkwel | s and pen trays, and oak chairs on heavy metal bases. The auditorium which
was originally regarded as one of the fine roons of the school, also retainsits
original tiers of folding chairs conprised of wood seats, arns, and backs set on
cast netal legs. Finally, the Hgh School has sone fine original nurals painted

in glowng colors inthe pre-Raphaelite style.

Wen bui lt, the Fairhaven H gh School was wel | equiped with itsown electriclight
plant, gas plant, and nodemscience |ibrary. |ts basenent contained nanual
training roons, cooking roons, showers, lockers, and arefectory with a rubber-
tiled floor and quartered oak wai nscot .



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below o
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- re|.| gron
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law SCl ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature SCL{I pture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music hunani tari an
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement phi | osophy . theater
1900- communications industry pol i ti cs/ gover nment . transportation

invention . other (specify)

Specific dates Bui | der/ Archi tect

St atement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Fairhaven H gh School is significant as one of the |ast works of an inportant
Massachusetts architect, (Charles Brigham (1841-1925). It has a special historical
and aestheticsignificance for the town of Fairhaven inthat it is oneof the

di stingui shed group of public and senm -public buildings given to the town by the oil
entrepreneur, I-bnr?/ Huttleston Rogers, bomi n Fairhaven | n 1840 and a nentoer of the
first graduating class of its first high school. Promnently sited on Huttleston
Avenue, just onthe Fairhaven side of the bridge that carries Route 6 acrosst he
Acushnet R ver from NewBedford, the Fairhaven H gh School is the first |andmark seen
as one enters the town. .

Early inits history Fairhaven was, with NewBedford, one of America' s keyports inthe
lucrative whaling industry. The ol dest sections of town, near the waterfront, are
filled with late 18th century houses, while the blocks immedi ately eastward are studded
wi th the handsone gabl e-ended bui |l dings of the Geek Revival years of the 1830s and
1840s. The whal i n? industry peaked around 1854, then was sharply curtailed i n 1857.
Along depression fol |l owed during which Fairhaven sawlittle newconstnction until 1864,
when a newi ndustry, the Arerican Nail Machi ne Gnpany of Boston, bought proEerty and
began to bring vitality back to Fairhaven. By 1880 several newnail andtack factories
were draw n% operatives fromoutside the town and the popul ationwas beginni nC? to grow
again. Although nany Fairhaven streets were laid out I nthe 20th century andbuilt up
wi th bungal ows. Col oni al Revival houses, and nodemresidences, the prevailing character
of the central part of the village i searlier 19th century, frame, and snall-scale.

Agai nst this background, the nonunental buil dingsgiven by Rogers domnate the |andscape.
But instead of seemng out of scale with their surroundi n?s, they underline the

smal | -scal e graceful ness of the ol der houses, while the ol d houses confer onthe Rogers
bui I dings the kind of monunentality that stnctures of their type were neant to have,

and have often [ ost i nnodemcontexts el sewhere. .

Henry H Rogers, denied the opportunityto ship aboard awhal er when he was 15, deci ded
instead to tryto nake his fortuneinthe newy boomng oil fields of Pennsylvania.

In partnershipwith Charles Ellis, hebuilt a successful refinery between Titusville and
Ol City. Later Rogers worked for Charles H Pratt, anativeof Wtertown, Massachusetts.
The Pratt Oi | Gonpany, with principal works inBrooklyn, NewYork, was absorbed by the
Standard Oi | Trust, of which Rogers becane one of the directors in 1872. At age 32

he was reported to have been worth $100, 000.

In 1884 Rogers began to spend part of his time inFairhaven once again, and i nmediately
invol ved hinself Incivic inprovenent projects. H sfirst major benefactionwas the
Rogers Gammar School, whose conerstone was laid i n My 1884. Fogers conm ssi oned
Bridgeport, Connecticut,architect Vrren R Briggs (1850-1933) todesign it, but all

o; Bgs other architectural gifts to Fairhaven were to be designed by Charles Brigham
0 st on.

It isprobably just coincidence that Charles Brighamwas brought up i nVétertown,



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

see continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The westem boundary of the high school property is North Man Street, the southem
boundary is Huttleston Avenue, the eastem boundary is North Green Street, the
northem boundary is Larch Avenue in part and in part the southem property lines of

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nan/title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director, with Ellen Rosebrock, Preservation

Part ner shi p
organizaion Massachusetts Historical Commisson date September 1930

dret & numba 24 Washington Street telephone  617-727-8470

dtyortomn  Boston state ~ Massachusetts
12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national __ [\ state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to thecriteria and procedures setiorttybf/ the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director, Massachusetts Hi storical Conm ssion MWW

For HCRS use only
. t hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

"0,

Keep<ir of ~ e National Register

Attest: fmux!| Aw]AAXnN date
j Chief of Registration "

GPO 938 635



HR 8 300A

11/ 78
( )l_NTEDSTATES ODPARINENT - THE | NTEHR (R TOR HCRS USE ONLY
HR TAGE CNERATT ONAD REREATION SR B
RECEIVED Ofr
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e enrerea
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER » PAGE *

Massachusetts, just aswas Rogers' business associate, Charles H Pratt. After his
graduation fromWtertown H gh School, Brighamentered the architectural officeof
Calvin Ryder as adraftsman. 1 n 1860 he noved onto thefirmof Gidley J. F
Bryant and Arthur Gl nman, who were then i nthe process of designing Boston City
Hal |, oneof the influential American buildings i nthe academc French Second

Enpire style.

In 1866 Brigham formed a partnership with John Hibbard Sturgis, whose English
education influenced the aesthetic direction of the partnership. Sturgisand

Bri ghamworked predomnantly i nthe Ruskinian Gothic style, conpleti ng? t he Bost on
Miseumof Fine Arts on Copley Square, the Church of the Advent onthe flat of
Beacon Hi ||, and nunerous houses i nthe Back Bay. Significantly, near the end of
their partnership, Sturgis and Brighamwere commssioned t o designthe New York
City mansion of Henry H Rogers, then avice-president of Standard Oil.

After John Sturgis retumed to England i n 1886, Brighamworked al one for two years.
Later he took onpartners and associates t o ai dhi mi nhis burgeoning practice.
During the 1890s Brigham (wth John Spofford) designed the yellow brick extension
to the Massachusetts State House i nBoston, while I nFairhavenhe built a Georgian
Revival nansion for Rogers aswell astheMllicent Library (1891-1893) and the
Town Hal | (1892-1894). | n 1892 Henry Bi shee, a Fairhaven nan, was i npractice with
Brigham not as a partner but as an assistant.

At the t umof the century Brighamwas still at work i nBoston, in Wtertow, and
in Fairhaven, where he designed the Menorial (Unitarian) Church (1901-1904) with
adj acent Parish House (1903? and Par sonage (1904), the Tabitha Inn, nowQur Lady's
Haven (1904-1905), andfinally the Fairhaven H gh School (1905-1906), hi s |ast
conmssion i nFairhavenand one of Brighams final najor stnctures. (The
nanmot h Second Church of Christ Scientist i nBoston was conpl eted by 1909.)

Gound was broken for the Hgh School in April, 1905 andthe stncture was conpl ete
b% Decenber of 1906. An informal opening cerenony was held onApril 11, 1906,

the 50th anniversary of Rogers' high school graduation. Henry Bisbee, who worked as
supervising architect onthebuilding under Brigham later told a Fairhaven
historian, Mibel Hoyle Knipe, that "practically all of theplans for the building
were drawn up at the field office onHuttleston Avenue." Contenporary newspaper
accounts estimted that constnction costs for the high school ranged betwen

$500, 000 and $700,000. It was, said the Fairhaven Star, "the nost renarkabl e

school house i nthe world."

The nonunental stncture has been careful ly maintained throughout its seventy years
by the Town and t he School Board. [t has remained i nfine, original condition,
and i scurrently undergoing anarchitectural conservation project.
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lots 62 and 57 i nFairhaven Assessor's Plot No. 12.





















ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE
Dat e Entered 22
Nane Locati on
Fai rhavet Town Hal | Fai r haven

Bristol County

Fai rhaven H gh School Fai r haven
Bristol County

on Officer

Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservati
Honorable Gerry E. Studds Ms. Patricia L. Vsl owski

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical
294 \Wshi ngton Street

Comm ssi on

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr/1/26/ 81
For further information, please call the National Register at

(202) 343- 6401.
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National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form MY | 2195

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties arid districts. .doQ inctmrtinng i* [Hipyy \* Complete
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). 4onip4g~a;il).iJpjjj,tj;"j3glkjn3 V in tfie approi ( gte |
by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being die

architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories andisubcategtilA'EIQMAbMIEIKifiEW/ISBice additpnal i
and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, —"--H AASAN My oir-"p, .t MrApigta aii itgrpc;

1. Name of Property
historic name Fairhaven Academy and Rogers Memorial (Amendment)

other names/site number Fairhaven High School and Academy (Preferred)

2. Location

street & number Huttleston Avenue and Main Street N/A  not for publication
city or town Fairhaven N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zip code 02719

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this J*omination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"Jneets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
» nationally*fetatewide « locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
5 351
Dale

‘/malure of certifying officaiATite Ju/(Eili B3. McDonough, Executive Director
laksachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parle Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
n entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
(“ional Register
\ 0 other (explain):



Pairhaven High School and Academy
f-iame of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

__ private X building(s)

X public-local _ district

_ public-State N, __ site

__ public-Federal " _structure
A eu 23"y -"Mobjeict

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: Secondary School
RECREATION AND CULTURE: Monument

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

Narrative Description

Fairhaven (Bristol County). MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
_ Objects

Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1 (Fairhaven High School)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: Museum
RECREATION AND CULTURE: Monument

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone: granite
walls Wood: clapboard. Shingle

roof Asphalt Shingle

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRI PTI ON

NOTE: The present documentation eunends the National Register
noinination for the Fairhaven High School (NR 1981) to include the
Fai rhaven Acadeny Building (1798-1799) and Rogers Menori al

(1911). Both are located on the sane | ot as the Hi gh School, at
the northeast corner of the intersection of Huttleston Avenue
(Route 6) and Main Street in Fairhaven. The original nom nation
for the Fairhaven Hi gh School enconpassed the entire corner | ot,
but mentioned only the 1907 Hi gh School building as a resource.

The Fairhaven Acadeny stands to the northwest of the High School
it was moved to it spresent site i n 1907. The Rogers Memorial is
located a few feet back fromthe Huttleston Avenue/ Main Street
intersection, to the southwest of the High School. Also on the
property directly north of the High School is the Annex, erected
ca. 1933 and considered noncontributing. A low granite curb
rings much of the property, visually tying together the Acadeny,
the Memorial, and the High School. Landscaping around the
Acadeny building includes carefully tended bushes flanking the
entrance, and a few scattered specimen trees on a broad [|awn.

The Fairhaven Acadeny building i s conposed of two distinct

architectural elements: the first is the main two-story, five-
bay, wood frame building with center entrance, and the second is
a three-story, single-bay tower ell located at the rear of the

main building.

The main mass of the Acadeny i s two stories inheight and is
capped by a shallow-pitched gable roof. The peak of the roof is
pierced by two chimeys located at the end walls of the building
The main Acadeny building is clad i nwod clapboards and is
ornamented by thin comerboards. The entire building rests upon
a granite foundation, and the main entrance i s approached by two
broad granite steps.

The building's front facade faces south onto Huttleston Avenue.

It i s symmetricallyorganized and conposed of five bays. O the
| ower level, the central bay is occupied by a transitiona

Geor gi an/ Federal -Styl e doorway, which essentially constitutes the
facade's sole decorative element. Narrow, double wooden doors,
each with three rectangular panels, are flanked by plain
pilasters which continue above the door, through a band of

(continued)
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mol ding, to becone fluted. The pilasters support an entablature
consisting of narrow, open pediment trimmed with modillions and
framng a blind fan. Carved i n the wood above the fan are the
wor ds " ACACHW BU LDI NG - 1798." Al | other fenestration on this
facade i s conposed of large, 12/12 double-hung sash w ndows,

whi ch have had the addition of exterior stormw ndow panels.

The rear facade, facing north, is also five bays wide. The four
flanking bays on both the first and second stories are occupied
by 12/12 double-hung sash wi ndows. O the eastern portion of
this facade i s also a |ow wooden bul khead, which allows access to
the building's basement. The center bay comprises one of the
building's most interesting elements, the three-story stair and
bell tower. The tower is square in formand isclad in shingles.
The structure rises three stories inheight and i s capped by a
square cupola with a sweeping pyram dal roof. O the roof of the
cupola i s a weathervane.

There are two doors into the tower structure, one each on the
north and west sides of the tower base. They are framed by
simple door surrounds with splayed lintels. There are two

wi ndows i nthe tower structure, one |arge 12/12 w ndow on the
north facade at the second-story level and a small six-paned

wi ndow at the top of the tower on the western side. Due to
damage to the tower i n the 1954 hurricane, the bell was brought
down for safety reasons.

The east and west facades of the building are simple in
arrangement, each with a slightly projecting gable enclosed by a
thin cornice, a continuation of the cornice molding banding the
main facade. The west facade is two bays deep, containing two
large, 12/12 double-hung sash wi ndows on each story. The east
facade has two wi ndows on the first floor, but the second Ilevel
Is occupied by a window on the north side and a second-story door
| eading out onto a steel fire escape.

In plan, the building originally held two first-floor classrooms,
one on either side of a central hall, with the staircase within
the rear tower leading to a second floor with one Ilarge
classroom  Today, only one classroom on the first floor still
retains i tsoriginal features, including the double wooden desks
and benches arrayed on either side of a central aisle, fireplace
pegs for pupils' coats, a shelf for water pails, and a raised

(continued)
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teacher's desk. The floor also retains itsoriginal wide pine
floorboards. The other classrooms were changed as thebuilding
was adapted t o serve a variety of community purposes; they no

| onger bear any resemblance totheir early appearance. The
second floor was partitioned into two unequal spaces ca. 1870,
while thewestern classroom received partitions tocreate three
rooms sone time after 1909. The building's original staircase
remains within therear tower.

The main portion of thebuilding saw substantial rehabilitation
in thelate 1980s, including theinstallation of a new asphalt

roof and replacement and painting of exterior clapboards onthe
south, east, west, and one half of thenorth side. The tower,

recently i na state of some disrepair and leaning against the

main building, was restored i ntheearly 1990s.

The nonunment stands directly south of theAcadeny. Iti s
oriented at an angle, facing theintersection of Huttleston
Avenue and Main Street. Like theAcadeny, it toowas novedt o
the site, having been relocated 250 feet from themdst ofthe
busy intersection i n 1966.

It consists of a fluted colum rising 30 feet i nheight from a
granite base. Affixed tothebase's primary face i sa bronze
tablet with thefollowing inscription, i nLatin and English:

Si monumentum recruiris circum spile
["I'f you seek a nmonument, |ook aroundyou"]
In grateful recognition of theworthy achievements and
benefactions of
Henry Huttleston Rogers
the people of Fairhaven have erected this nonunent.

A medallion bust of Rogers, thework of an unknown artist, i s
located above thetablet.

The colum i s surmounted by a bronze structure supporting a
sphere, within which i sa glass globe. The globe, whichi s

electrified, 1 silluminated nightly. The nonunment was designed
by Charles H Brigham (1841-1925), thearchitect of the Fairhaven
Hi gh School .

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Description

While no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded i nthe High
School property, it i spossible that sites arepresent. Qne site
is recorded i nthegeneral area (within onemile). | naddition,
locational characteristics for theproperty including a
relatively level land surface i nclose proximty totheAcushnet
Ri ver/ New Bedford Harbor locale are favorable for prehistoric
site locations. | ngeneral, however, historic development along
the water front including filling, roadway and school
construction as well as soil classificationfor thearea as urban
land have probably adversely effected theintegrity of potential
resources i nthearea. The potential for significant prehistoric
survivals on theproperty i slowt o moderate.

A moderate potential also exists for significanthistoric
archaeological remains on theproperty. No historic period
activities which predate early 20th century High School
construction have been identified t odate. Because of thearea's
proximty tothewaterfront, maritime related archaeological
survivals including shipbuilding and/or fishing related
activities arepossible but have not been documented. Sincethe
Acadeny building was nmoved toits present site i n1907, shortly
after theHigh School was built, no potential existsfor
archaeological survivals relating totheAcadenmy or High School
during theperiod of significance prior totheearly 20th
century.

(end)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X 0 Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

X B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or stmcture.

F a commemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Fairhaven (Bristol County), MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

EDUCATION
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
ca. 1796 - 1911

Significant Dates
1907

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed ah>ove)

Henry Huttleston Rogers
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Isaiah Weston

Charles H. Brigham

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or rrrore continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

X previously listed in the National Register*

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

*as Fairhaven High School

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency

_ Local government
_University

_ Other

Name of repository:



Fairhaven High School and Academy Fairhaven (Bristol County). MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 8 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1.19 341230 4611700 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By
Fairhaven Historical Commission and Arnold N. Robinson, Preservation Consultant,

nameftitte  with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director. MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date February 1994
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125
Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) >
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Town of Fairhaven
street & number Center Street telephone
city or town Fairhaven state MA zip code 02719

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instnjctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. STATEMENT OF SI GNI FI CANCE

NOTE: The present doctimentation amends t heexisting nom nation
for theFairhaven High School tolnclude two additional historic
resources |located ont heseune property but not addressed i n the
original nomnation. These arethe€Fairhaven Acadeny and t he
Rogers Menori al .

The Fairhaven High School, the Fairhaven Acadeny, andthe Rogers
Memorial--to be knovm on the National Register of Historic Places
as the Fairhaven High School andAcadeny--possess integrity of
location, design, setting, feeling, andworkmanship, as well as
significant associationswith Fairhaven's educational history and
with prom nent Fairhaven benefactor Henry Huttleston Rogers.
Fairhaven Acadeny i s anong the best preserved of a handful of
Federal -period private academ es remaining i nsoutheastern
Massachusetts, andappears t obe the earliest extant examplei n
the region. The Acadeny's bl ock plan, restrained ornament, and
symmetrical facade typify the Federal-periodacadeny form I t s
rear stairtower distinguishes this building fromothers of its
style andtype, while i nitsmdest scale, i tresembles domestic
buildings of the period. It ssurvival on the High School
property is largely duet othe actions of Henry Huttleston
Rogers, who i sformally memorialized inthe graceful nonunent
that stands nearly. The Fairhaven High School and Acadeny
property meets criteria AL B, andC for listing onthe National
Register of Historic Places on the local level. For nmore
information on the Fairhaven High School andi ts benefactor,
Henry Huttleston Rogers, seethe National Register nom nationof
1978. The period of significance for the revised nomi nation
extends from 1798 andconstruction of the Acadeny t o 1911, t he
year the nonunent was erected.

Fairhaven is a small coastal town, originally a part of

Dartmouth, settled i nthe late seventeenth andearly eighteenth
centuries. Early initshistory, Fairhaven was, with New Bedford
across the Acushnet River, one of the key American ports involved
in the lucrative whaling industry. Whaling voyages originated on
Fairhaven docks; boats were built andfitted inthe town's
shipyards. The oldest sections of town, near the waterfront,
were built up i nthe late eighteenthcentury with residential
structures, while t othe east, near the present site of the High

(continued)
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School and Acadeny, blocks of handsonme gable-frontedhouses were
erected during thefirst half of the19th century.

The Fairhaven Acadeny was founded i n 1796 when several ship
captains and shipwrights fromtheOxford area (present-day
Fairhaven) joined for thepurpose of creating a local school.

The sixteen nen, concerned with theeducation of children i n the
area, pooled their own funds and formed a corporation known as
the Proprietors of theAcadeny. The original proprietors were
John Al den, Jethro Allen, Joseph Bates, Robert Bennett, Thonmas
Del ano, Levi Donne, Kiley Eldridge, John Hawes, Reuben Jenne, M.
Nye, I|saac Sherman, Noah Stoddard, Nicholas Taber, M. Tripp,
Benjamn W lson, and Luther W son.

The school was constructed sone time i ntheperiod from1796-1799
as a private school for advanced pupils and was at that time
known as t he New Bedford Academy. Only theNorth Rochester
Acadeny, founded i n1793 (andapparently no longer extant),
appears t o have predated i ti ntheregion. The nom nated
structure was originally built on thesouthwest corner of what
were then Main and Bridge Streets (nowMain Street and Huttleston
Avenue, and across from i t spresent location), facing south. The
building was originally constructed on theland of Captain John
Hawes, one of t hesixteen founders of theschool, and i t was
sometinmes referred toas theHawes School .

Plans for thebuilding were drawn by t he Congregational minister
|saiah Weston. I nstyle, i techoes theFederal node popularfor
both residential and institutional buildings at thetime.
Domestic i nscale, i ti sa vernacular interpretation ofthe
style, with fewornaments, but itsdelicate lines and el egant
proportions typify thestyle. | t stwo-story, five-bay form with
double end chi meys and center pedimented entrance reflects
domestic architecture of the period.

The New Bedford Acadeny was thefirst coeducational school open
to students of Fairhaven and New Bedford. The school originally
had two teachers, one for boys and one for girls. Wen Fairhaven
becanme a separate town i n1812, t he name of t he school was
changed t ot he Fairhaven Acadeny.

(continued)
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The War of 1812 had a strong impact on New England ports, and
Fairhaven was especially hard hit. Many of the original
Proprietors sold their shares i ntheAcadeny t o Captain Hawes.
Perhaps as an act of fiscal expansion, i n1816 the remaining
Proprietors of t heAcadenmy voted tol et thebuilding, for afee
of $2.00, toreligious meetings of any persuasion. Eventually,
Captain Hawes bought al | shares totheschool and becane owner
outright.

The school, which also included younger students, continued as a
private institution until 1852 when Fairhaven converted an ol d
Met hodi st Church into the Town's first public high school. Wth
a free school at hand, fewwere willing topay for the Fairhaven
Acadeny's services, and t hebuilding was closed as a school.

After 1852, Captain Hawes rented t he Fairhaven Acadeny building
for ‘al | manner of public occasions: lectures, banquets, revivals,
and religious meetings. The building becanme a social gathering
place i nFairhaven, as well as a singing school, dancing school,
and site for town meetings. A downstairs roomwas used as a
polling place. The building was owned by t he Hawes family
through thenineteenth century, and they continued torent i t out
for public functions. One unfortunateeffect of this use was
that i tscondition reportedly deteriorated throughout the second
half of thenineteenthcentury.

The fortunes of the Fairhaven Acadeny building changed i n the
early twentieth century through theactions of prom nent
Fairhaven resident, Henry Huttleston Rogers (1840-1909). Rogers
was born i nFairhaven. A graduate of local schools, he left town
in 1860 t o make hi sfortune i nthenewly discovered oil fields of
Pennsyl vani a. By 1872, he was a director of the Standard Oi |
Conmpany. | n 1884, Rogers and his family began t o spend part of
the year i nFairhaven once again; Rogers immediately involved
himself 1 ncivic improvements. Hisfirst major benefaction was
the Rogers G ammar School i n 1884, but he also funded
construction of theMillicent Library (1891- 1893; NR 1986), the
Town Hall (1892 - 1894, NR 1981), theMemorial (Unitarian) Church
(1901-1904), theParish House (1903) and Parsonage (1904), and
the Tabitha I nn (1904-1905). Wth theexception of t he Rogers
School, al |l were thedesign of noted architect Charles H Brigham
of Boston.

(continued)
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In 1904, Rogers decided t onake another major contribution to the
growi ng educational system of Fairhaven through the construction
of a new High School building. Once again, he hired architect
Charles Brigham t odesign thenew building. Ground forthe
structure was broken i nApril of 1905 on thenortheast corner of
the intersection of Huttleston and Main Streets, and workers
completed theconstruction i na remarkable eighteenth months.

(See National Register nom nation for Fairhaven High School,
1978.)

During theconstruction of theHigh School, Rogers noticedthe
poor condition of thenearby Fairhaven Acadeny building and
purchased i tfromthe Hawes estate i1 norder topreserve it, He
had t hebuilding noved across Huttleston Avenue to i t spresent
site on thenorthwest corner of thegrounds of thenew Fairhaven
High School. During thenove, thebuilding was placed on a new
foundation and repaired extensively. The building was givento
the Town of Fairhaven by Rogers along with thenew High School
building i n 1907.

Rogers died on May 19, 1909. Shortly thereafter, Fairhaven

sel ectmen appointed a commttee tostudy a fitting way to
memorialize thetown's greatest benefactor. A design by Charles
Brigham was selected. |t consisted of a graceful fluted colum,
30 feet tall, with a memorial on it sbase tablet and illuminated
globe at it stop. " Si nonumentum requiris circumspile," reads
the tablet: "If you seek a nmonunent, [ook around you." The
nmonunent was erected originally on a central plot atthe
intersection of Huttleston Avenue and Main Street. [ t was
erected during theautum of 1911 at a cost of nmore than $2, 500,
and was dedi cated on January 29, 1912. 1 n 1966, t he nonunent was
noved 250 feet north of what had by then becone a crowded
intersection onto thelawn of theFairhaven High School.

In 1912, t he Colonial Club was founded i nFairhaven and asked t he
Selectmen for permssion tonmeet i nthethen-vacant Fairhaven
Acadeny building. The Club acted as thehistorical societyfor
the town and so sought a historical building tocall it sown.
Colonial Club nenbers have held meetings there ever since. The
building i snow maintained by theFairhaven Colonial Club andthe
town of Fairhaven and i sused as a nuseum Recent restoration
efforts have been extensive, with nuch of thework being
undertaken by t he Fairhaven Historical Comm ssion. | nthe period

(continued)
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from 1987 t o 1990, thebuilding received a new roof, new
clapboarding, and complete repainting. Mre recently, the badly
deteriorated tower structure was rehabilitated; rotted
cornerposts were replaced, plasterworkwas repaired, and
staircases restored. By 1994, work was complete.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement i nFairhaven area are
poorly understood, any surviving sites would be significant.
Early European settlement and industrial activity i nthe New
Bedf ord Harbor/ Fairhaven locale probably impacted nost
prehistoric sites i nthearea. Other sites have been obscured by
extensive filling along thewaterfront and sea level rise. Any
prehistoric sites which survive i nthe Acadeny/Hi gh School area
can contribute data towards a reconstruction of the
riverine/harbor shoreline, local prehistoric settlement and
subsistence patterns and the effects of sea level rise on each of
these topics.

Hi storic archaeological remains i nthe Academy/Hi gh School 1locale
have t he potential to docunment early industrial activities
related tothe growth of Fairhaven and, as indicated above, a
reconstruction of thenow largely filled shoreline area.

Archaeol ogical survey and testing can determ ne whether or not
survivals frommaritime related industries exist i nthe area.
Simlar research can also docionent the nature of fills i n coastal
areas and the nature of urban land soils common throughout he
nom nated area. These soils my contain significant deposits
relating tothetown i ngeneral or thelocal area around the
Acadeny and Hi gh School, however, presently their potential is
unknown.

(end)
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9. NMAICR Bl BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCE
Harris, Charles A, Ol dTinm Fairhaven, New Bedford, 1947.

Henry Huttleston Rogers: Portrait of a Capitalist, Fairhaven,
Millicent Library, 1974

Rosebrock, Ellen F., National Register Nom nation Form Fairhaven
Hi gh School, The PreservationPartnership, Natick, 1974.

(end)

10. GEQOGRAPHI CAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

See boundary description for Fairhaven High School Nom nation
(1978)

Boundary Justification

The Fairhaven Acadeny building i slocated within the geographic
boundaries of thepreviously listed National Register Nom nation

for theFairhaven High School. However, the Fairhaven Acadeny
building i snot specifically listed as a resource i nthat
nom nation. This anmendnent totheexisting nomnation will add

the Fairhaven Acadeny building as a part of theHigh School
compl ex, as well as Rogers Menmorial.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

WUIliam Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

oMy RECEIVED 413

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Faces

Department of the Interior m | m

National Park Service

R O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C.  20013-7127 INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Dear Ms. Shull,

Endosaed pleese find the following nomination form:

Fairhaven High School and Academy, Huttleston Avenue & Main Stredt,
Fairhaven (Bristol County), Massachusetts 02719

This nomination amends the Nationa Regiger nomination for the Fairhaven High School (listed
1/22/1981) to include the Fairhaven Academy Building and the Rogers Memorid, both of which are
located on the same parcd as the high school but neither of which was specifically mentioned in the
1981 nomination.

In addition, this nomination amends the name under which the property is listed in the National
Regiger. Listed in 1981 as "Farhaven High School," the property should now be listed under the
name "Fairhaven High School and Academy.”

The Fairhaven High School and Academy nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review
Board and hes been sgned by the State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property
were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30-75 days before the megting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Fnedberg (]
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

cC: Gail Issksen
David Desores, Chairperson, Fairhaven Historical Commission
Patrick J. Mullen, Chairperson, Board of Sdectmen, Town of Fairhaven
Carolyn Longworth, Director, Mllicent Library

Encl osure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



