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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL A-PPEARANCE

Built ca. 1850, this one-and-a-half story cottage-style house with 
raised basement has a gabled roof with two corbel-capped chimneys. The 
facade has a porch that is supported by four brick posts and is approached 
by a flight of six stone steps. Porch roof is supported by four Tuscan 
columns and porch is enclosed by a balustrade. \Large 2/2 double-sash win­ 
dows extend to the floor on either side of a centrally located front door. 
To the far side of each window is a standard proportioned 2/2 double-sash 
window. Three unevenly-spaced and asymetrical pedimented dormers with 
6/6 double-sash windows add to the facade while exemplifying the novice 
skill of the builder. Three unevenly-spaced windows are located on the 
sides of the house on the main floor level. Entry into basement from exte­ 
rior of house is through doors located on side and in back*

Interior: Central hall with two rooms to each side is basic plan (see 
floor plan attached). Dog-leg stairs with winders are located at right 
rear of hall. Mantle located in living room was once of marble. Bath ad­ 
dition is located at right rear of house.

House needs National Register protection immediately for 
threatens its survival.
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Black History

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Simons Cottagers important because it illustrates such a wide 
range of black history. As the antebellum home of a substantial free Negro 
Columbia family, it is the prototype survivor of a cluster of houses 
belonging to a significant group in Columbia's population before the Civil 
War. The Simons Cottage is a constant reminder that,during the antebellum 
period, free blacks lived and associated in harmony with the white community 
a great deal more than has heretofore been realized. This cottage housed 
the family of Bill Simons, a free black musician who played with the local 
Joe Randal Band. Also, Celia Mann, the earliest known owner of the house, 
was instrumental, while living here, in establishing an early black church 
in the city.^

Religious Significance: The First Calvary Baptist Church was organized 
in the Simons Cottage, with religious services held in the basement of the 
house. ^Shortly thereafter, land was acquired across the street and the 
congregation subsequently held services in a horse barn on the property 
until a sanctuary could be built. Celia Mann helped greatly in bringing 
about the organization of the church by enthusiastically supporting the 
idea and allowing services to be held in her house. Her grandsons, Lucius 
and Charlie Simons, soon became leaders in this church, which was one of 
the earliest black churches established in South Carolina after the Civil 
War.

Music Significance: Bill Simons, a free black and a talented musician, 
played in the Joe Randal Band for many years. Joe Randal, also a black 
citizen who lived in the city, was a well-known bandmaster who played not 
only in Columbia but in other cities as well. According to local tradition 
Bill Simons and his son Charles gave music lessons to children of prominent 
families in the Columbia area. -- ';p ? , ,
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8. Significance - Continuation sheet #1

Black History: This house contains the history of one family of black citizen 
who represent an underexposed picture of what free blacks of the antebellum 
period were like -- how they lived and worked. Black citizens made up a 
surprisingly large percentage of Columbia's population in 1850 -- six per cent 
Thus it is an important, though little realized, fact that substantial free 
black families such as the Simons family did live harmoniously in the same 
neighborhood with substantial white families. Primary material is incomplete 
concerning the black citizens of antebellum Columbia, but coupled with seconda 
materials and family tradition, it greatly supports an interesting and importa 
story of one free black family in Columbia. The Simons Cottage originally 
belonged to a free Negro woman named Celia Mann, by profession a midwife who 
assisted at the birth of many white Columbians. Mrs. Mann was a very religiou 
person and was instrumental in establishing one of the earliest post-war 
churches for blacks within the area. Her daughter, Agnes Jackson, married 
one Bill Simons, who may have built the present house on the property. Simons 
was a musician and possibly also a contractor and a politician, for directorie 
and census records list a black contractor named William Simons and a black 
Representative William Simons (member of the South Carolina General Assembly 
1868-72 and 1874-76) living in Ward 4. This is the same Columbia neighbor­ 
hood in which the Simons Cottage is located. While it cannot yet be determine 
from records at hand whether William Simons was the name of one man or of 
three, it is worth noting that black Columbia citizens could and did hold 
substantial positions within the community. The Mann-Simons House holds a 
great deal of social significance for black citizens of South Caro-lina as the 
only historic house still remaining that was originally owned by blacks in 
the Columbia area.
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