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Located at the intersection of State Highways 10 and 23, the Bank of Booneville
Building is one of the earliest buildings built in the business district of Boone-
ville. Prior to 1900, the business district of Booneville was located south of where
it is now along what is now First Street (formerly Railroad Avenue). Shortly after
1900, the business district moved a few blocks north of the railroad to where it is
now and the Bank of Booneville Building is located in the center of this area.

The building was constructed in 1902 as a brick building to house the newly
formed Bank of Booneville, which was chartered April 24, 1899. The main entrance
is located at the building street corner and is detailed in rusticated stone, which
forms a Roman arch over the door. The brick corbels out at the top and is finished
with brick dentils.

With three exceptions, the building has remained unchanged structurally since its
construction. When it was built, there were wooden awnings covering the entire side-
walk. These awnings were very high off the street as the attached photocopy shows.
Due to wear and tear, the awnings were later taken down and replaced. - The current
owner, during the recent renovation of the building, has put back awnings made of
canvas which were popular during the early 1900's. At some time during the life of
the building, some owner covered a large area of the original brick with stucco and,
at the same time, enlarged the windows.

The present owner has recently completed an extensive exterior remodeling of the
building. At all times it was the intent of the owner to bring the building back to
as near original condition as practical.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bank of Booneville is one of the oldest buildings in the town. The building
architecturally is representative of a turn of the century commercial style and most
significant in its importance in the commercial development of Booneville.

Booneville, Arkansas was founded in 1878 and for several years was not an eco-
nomic factor in the southern part of Logan County. However, upon the establishment
of the Rock Island Depot, Booneville prospered and has since maintained a steady
growth.

On April 24, 1899, several residents of Booneville chartered the Bank of Boone-
ville. This group bought the land for the building site the following day. Until
the building was constructed, the Bank operated out of a frame building about 175
feet from the site of the future bank building.

It is generally agreed that the Bank of Booneville was constructed in 1902.

Located at the intersection of State Highways 10 and 23, the Bank of Booneville
Building is one of the first structures to be constructed in the present business
district of the city. Prior to 1900, the city's business district was in a different
section of town and redeveloped at the present location in association with the rail-
road industry.

The bank was closed by presidential order for liquidation purposes on
October 17, 1934. It was bought at public auction shortly thereafter by a local
doctor, reportedly for $2,500. He leased out the front half to Ms. Grace Gatlin,
who ran a drugstore at the location from then until the late 1960's.

"Grace," as she was known to everyone, was a great friend of the young people in
the Booneville area and any long-time Booneville resident under the age of 60 and over
the age of 30 can recall hours and hours of time spent at "Grace's" either at the soda
fountain, the magazine rack or the "mourner's Bench." The mourner's bench is a land-
mark known to anyone in Booneville who has been here any length of time at all. The
front window of the building has a ledge that sticks out six or eight inches about
24 inches off the sidewalk and over the years, this has provided a natural gathering
place for people of all ages for all reasons. Many a story has been told from the
mourner's bench.
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One other unique feature of "Grace's" relates to her size. She is an extremely
small woman, possibly no taller than 4' 6". When she rented the area for her drug-
store, she had the floor in the prescription counter area raised approximately 30
inches so she could see what all was happening in her place of business. To this
day, the back one-third of the front part of the building is still about 30 inches

higher than the front two-thirds.

The building changed hands again about 1960 and has been used for miscellaneous
office and store occupancies until the present. It was bought by the present
occupant in August of 1976 and has been restored to as near original condition as

is practical.
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Mr. Don Dunn
Dunn Insurance Agency, Inc.

1 West Main Y\ REGISTER s
Booneville, Arkansas & ~//(<5Af ’
Re: Bank of Bosneville 7 >/
Boonev111e, - Oo&nty

Dear Mr. Dunn:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the above captioned property which will be presented

to the Arkansas State Review Committee at their December meeting. If approved
the nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington
for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.
Entry in the National Register is an honor which places on obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection throcugh comment by the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed
projects that might affect a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign
and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of
thlis property. if we do nol hear from you within 30 days your approval will
be assumed.

Sincerely,

Tne

¥9(< Ao a. U)oL 4

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program //

I approva of the nomination of the above property /

to the National Register of Historic Places. Yes NGO
Comments:

DaLL i ulgna .vre

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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