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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYs|cA;_ APPEARANCE

| Drawyers and Appoquinimink creeksfwg§ the home of Dutch settlers,

"whereupon "0l1d Drawyers" was virtually abandoned, except as a burial
~ site. The old church decayed until the present century, when an

’;whe church is little changed from its original appearance. The
“deligcate and’refiged appearance of the building has been credited to
«twGs men: - Dunca eard, a well~known clockmaker who was on the buildipg

s

ikatﬁributed the design.

'east, and north walls all coﬂ\qln two: tiers of windows and a smaller
‘w1ndow to llght the pulplt.

‘with a flve~bay east front embellished with an elaborate Geoxgian
‘doorway. The smaller south and north doorways are set in gable ends

The knoll on which Drawyers Church stands is adjacent to the
Drawyers Creek causeway, the site.of: a drawbrldge erected around
1682. From an early period of Delaware settlement, the neck between

who were mostly of Reformed persuasion.-” In 1711, several settlers
bought the acre on which the. present .church stands and built a meeting
house. Drawyers (then known- as Appoqulnlmrnk) was represented at the
formation of the New Castle Presbytery in 1717.

The first meeting house is thought to have stood southeast of
the present church; it is known from the records to have been enlarged
by a carpenter, Alexander Hoage, in 1736, and probably at other times
as well. A "study house," which also has disappeared, was built in
1797; the present brick wall encompasses a much larger area.

The old and much-altered first meeting house had decayed badly
by 1769, when the congregation resolved to build the present structurg
which was finished and occupled by 1773, but not completely plastered
until 1823,

A new church for the congregation in town was built in 1861,

organization known as the Friends of Old Drawyers was organized to
preserve it, and to hold commemorative services the first Sunday of
June each year.

Except for pews that were cut down during the nineteenth century

Lcommlttee,‘and Robert May, to whom some archltectural historians have
The church is brlck laid in Flemish bond on stone footings,

that feature a pediment and a round’ window in the gable. The south,

"The principal feature of “the 1nter10r is an ornate sounding-
board, suspended over the. open pulpit in a manner that makes it
appear to be floating. A gllt dove surmounts the painted crown of
the sounding board. A second-story gallery on three sides is reached
by two flights of stairs that terminate near the side doors. All the
windows are covered with solid blinds, except the round windows in

the gables, which are boarded. The round windows formerly were closel

with glazed sash.
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STAJ?ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Drawyers Church is an example of refined rural ecclesiastical
architecture Harold Donaldson Eberlein has called it ''one of the
finest buildings of the Georgian Age in Delaware; one of the finest
Georgian ecclesiastical structures, indeed, in the whole Country."
Its architecture certainly reflects the skill of Duncan Beard,
cabinetmaker and clockmaker, and probably of the builder Robert May,
of Head of Elk, who was working nearby at the time.

Old Drawyers is one of several Delaware churches that were
preserved after their congregations built town churches during
the middle of the nineteenth century. Even at a time when Georgian
architecture was in eclipse, the people of Delaware consciously
preserved their eighteenth~-century churches and meeting houses long
after they ceased to serve useful purposes.

S

'‘Duncan Beard, who was-on the building committee, was a well kno
clockmaker and silversmith. T ’ ‘ Wn
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