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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Coleman-Banks Home, a towering two-and-a-half-story mansion, is a
Greek Revival structure. The mansion features four large fluted Ionic
columns and a very unusual second story overhanging balcony of full
veranda length. The well designed entrances, both upstairs and downstairs|
with double doors, bold pilastered sidelights, and full entablatures, add
to the effect of the bilaterally symmetrical fenestration of the structure.

The wide halls, running from front to back doors on each floor are
flanked by two rooms on each side of each hall.

In the yard back of the house the original kitchen and smoke house still
stand in good condition. Approximately two acres of the original lot
comprise this property today.
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The Coleman-Banks Home is one of the Black Belt's prime‘é§amﬁme$\bf
Greek Revival architecture.

Ralph Hammond's 1951 Ante-Bellum Mansions of Alabama refers to this home
as the "Queen of Eutaw's Ante-Bellum Mansions." The original owner and
builder, George W. Shauver, a Virginian, purchased the acreage for his
home from Asa White in 1847, after moving to this county in 1839.
Shauver is shown in the 1856 Snedecor Directory as proprietor of the
Parapet Hotel.

In 1853, George W. and Mary Ann Shauver sold the home to James Roden,

who died in 1854. On January 11, 1855, the Roden Estate sold the
property to John M. Jones for $4500.00 and on January 25, 1855, Mr. Jones
deeded the property to Mrs. John Coleman of Grassdale Plantation for the
above amount. It is reasonable to assume from this that Mr. Jones

acted as agent for Mrs. Coleman in this transaction.

Mrs. Coleman died in 1863 and her unmarried son, Judge Wiley Coleman,
and his sister Rhoda, also unmarried, inherited the property from their
mother. Judge Coleman died in 1892 and his sister in 1900.

The property was then inherited by their nephew, James Oliver Banks, Jr.
Judge Coleman and his sister had reared "Jamie'", as their nephew was
called, from infancy when his mother died. James Banks married Julia
Coleman in 1888, and after her death, married Sarah Buck in 1906.

James O. Banks died in 1951 and in the division of his estate, the house
became the property of his son, Hampden Osborne Banks, who lived here
with his wife until his death in 1966.

Hampden Banks willed the property to his wife, Muriel, and on April 23,
1968, she sold this property to Greene County with the agreement that it
would be used as the home of The Greene County Historical Society.

The Greene County Commissioners Court purchased the Banks Home for
$30,000 as a governmental investment in historic architecture in 1968,
The mansion is being restored by the Greene County Historical Society.
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W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
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Alabama Historical Commission September 29, 1970
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- - T
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been p
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preseﬁation -
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