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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Russell and Academy Halls at North Yarmouth Academy are fine examples 
of the Greek Reviva^f style educational buildings which were erected in 
Maine towns before the Civil War. The construction of Russell Hall in 
1841 was followed by Academy Hall in 184^. Both were built of brick with 
granite and wood trim. *

The first of the two halls, Russell, was erected in 18^1 as a dormi­ 
tory. The building is rectangular in shape, stands three stories high, and 
has a gable roof. In the Greek Revival manner, one of its gable ends, the 
south wall, serves as the facade. The facade foundation is constructed 
of granite, while its three stories are of brick. The facade is divided 
into three recessed bays, by four brick pilasters with wooden capitals. On 
the first story, the central bay contains a door flanked by sidelights 
and having a granite lintel above it. A flight of granite steps le$ds 
to the door. Each of the two side bays contains a six-over-six paned 
window with a granite sill and lintel. Identical windows appear in each 
of the three bays of the second and third story facade.

Above the third story is a classical entablature executed in wood. 
The triangular shape of the facade gable end is faced with matched boarding 
and is outlined in cornice molding to give the appearance of a Grecian 
pediment. At the center of this pediment is a slightly projecting pedestal' 
like ornament which is capped by a broad triangular pediment. The design 
of the facade was originally completed by a domed Greek Revival belfrey, 
which was removed about l^OO.

The east and west or side walls of Russell Hall are of identical 
design. The terrain slopes downward, so that th^ brick founclat;£pii. is 
above ground. Each foundation wall contains a door and three windows. 
While the sills are .individual pieces of granite, the Itntels are part 
of a granite course which divides the foundation from the first story. 
The brick side,walls have a series of six windows on each of the three 
stories. These windows are located in a large recessed panel flanked 
on either side by a brick pilaster with a wooden capital. Each window 
is identical to those on the facade with jLts s,ix-over-six sash ...and its 
granite sill and lintel. The facade entablature extends to the sides, 

from the roof above i£ on each side is a series, of Jour tall

rn 
rn

n

Like the side walls, the north or rear wall has an above ground founda~ 
tion with a door and windows. These openings have individual granite sills, 
while their lintels are part of the granite course dividing the foundation 
from the first story. The three stories of the rear wall each have three 
windows, which are contained within a large recessed panel flanked on 
either side by a brick pilaster with a wooden capital. Each window pos- 
seses six-over-six sash and a granite sill and lintel. The facade and 
side entablature also appears at the rear. The rear gable is treated 
like that on the facade with the exception of the ornament within the 
pediment.
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.Description ^

"'Academy Hall was erected in 1847 for classroom use. Located east of 
Russell Hall, it is smaller in scale but of similar Greek Revival dei 
the earlier building. Academy Hall is rectangular in shape, stands tw 
high, and has a gable roof. In the Greek Revival manner, one of its 
ends, the south wall, serves as the facade. The facade foundation is con­ 
structed of granite, while its two and a half stories are of brick. The 
facade is divided into three recessed bays by four brick pilasters. On 
the first story, the central bay contains a double window which has a 
granite sill and lintel. Each of the two side bays has a door with a 
granite sill and lintel. Each door is approached by a flight of granite 
steps. On the second story, each bay contains a twelve-over-twelve paned 
window with a granite sill and lintel.

Above the second story is a modified classical entablature executed in 
brick. The triangular shape of the facade gable end is faced in brick and 
is outlined in wooden cornice molding to give the appearance of a Grecian 
pediment. The design of the facade is completed by a Greek Revival belfrey.

The east arid west or side walls of Academy Hall are of identical design. 
The terrain slopes downward, so that the brick foundation is above ground. 
Each foundation wall originally contained four windows. One window on the 
west wall has been converted into an enclosed entrance. While the sills 
of the foundation windows are individual pieces of granite, the lintels are 
part of a granite course which divides the foundation from the first story. 
The brick side walls have a series of four windows on each of the two stories 
These windows are located in a large recessed panel flanked on either side 
by a brick pilaster. Each window is identical to those on the second story 
facade with its twelve-over-twelve sash and its granite sill and lintel. 
The facade entablature extends to the sides.

Like the side walls, the north or rear wall has an above ground 
foundation with windows. These windows have individual granite sills, 
while their lintels are part of the granite course dividing the foundation 
from the first story. The two stories of the rear wall each have three 
windows, which are contained within a large recessed panel flanked on either 
side by a brick pilaster. Each window possesses twelve-over-twelve sash 
and a granite sill and lintel. The facade and side entablature also appears 
at the rear. The rear gable is treated like that on the facade.

Standing side by side, Russell and Academy Halls are stately brick 
buildings which reflect the dignity and restraint of the Greek Revival. 
After more than a century and a quarter, they continue to serve their 
original functions in a good state of preservation.
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Perhaps the most significant educational event in New England during 
the 19th century was the springing up of private academies in many of the 
larger towns. In the 18th century secondary education was generally 
available only to the wealthy who could afford tutors or who sent their 
children to England for pre-college training. In a few towns local 
ministers conducted classes for gifted pupils beyond the primary level 
but in general the opportunity for college preparation was extremely 
limited.

Nevertheless the Puritan interest in intellectual pursuits remained 
strong and manifested itself in the academy movement. One significant 
result of this was the enlargement, proliferation and democratization 
of New England colleges and universities as the number of eligible students 
rapidly increased.

* In 1810, in spite of hard times brought on by the Embargo and Non- 
Intercourse Acts, a group of North Yarmouth citizens petitioned the 
General-Court of Massachusetts to form a body to establish an academy 
and subscribed funds therefore. An Act of Incorporation was signed 
by the Governor of Massachusetts on February 4, QL914J'and the school 
was opended for pupils in 1815. In 1826 the State of Maine granted the 
Academy one half of a township,the proceeds of which placed it on a 
firm financial footing.

By 1841 the enrollment had increased to a point which made necessary 
the construction of Russell Hall as a dormitory and in 1847 Academy Hall 
for a classroom building replacing an earlier wooden structure which was 
moved elsewhere.

In 1873 an agreement was reached between the Academy trustees and 
the town under which a free high school was established for local students. 
This arrangement lasted until the town erected a public high school of its 
own and the Academy reverted to its former fully private status.

By the end of the century the public secondary education system had 
taken over or put out of business all but few of the academies and those 
remaining were mainly the larger and more heavily endowed. North Yarmouth

(See Continuation Sheet)
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8. Significance.

Academy is significant as a healthy survival of the typical small local 
academy as it existed widely in Maine and the rest of New England.

V
In addition these two fine Greek Revival buildings are significant 

examples of a strong tradition in mid-nineteenth centuKy^acadernis^rchitectu
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